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gional Drug Task Force, Fairfax Police
and the U. S. Marshall’s Service executed a search warrant of the room where
Caprino was found.  Caprino was placed
under arrest and released into the custody
of the U. S. Marshall’s Service.
Also arrested was Brandon A. Maciver, 20, of 5109 Pumphrey Drive, Fairfax,
VA on Possession of Marijuana charges.
The other individuals in the room were
released after it was determined they
were not wanted and no other illegal
items were found. A court date of December 19, 2006 was set for Maciver.
December 14, 2006

The Warren County Sheriff’s Office
will once again participate in “Checkpoint Strikeforce”, sponsored by the Department of Motor Vehicles.  Extra patrol
will be done throughout the county during the holiday season.
December 14, 2006
Warren County has been very successful with this program and we are
Chief Ronald A. Williamson anproud to say it is making a difference. In
nounced today the arrest of Charles W.
2004 there were four DUI related fataliCaprino, 19, of 9640 Ironmaster Drive,
ties; in 2005 there was one DUI related
Burke, VA on first degree murder charges
fatality in Warren County. There has not
from Fairfax County Police Department.  
been a DUI fatality reported in 2006 in
Caprino, who was using the assumed
Warren County, while the number of liname of Daniel Stewart, along several
censed drivers has increase and the DUI
other subjects were located in a rented
trend is higher.
room at the Cool Harbor Motel in Front
Overall DUI related crashes are down
Royal.   Front Royal Police, assisted by
from 53 in 2004 to 42 in 2005.  Sheriff
members of the Northwest Virginia Re-

A Look Back This Week
On December 16, 1773, a cargo of tea was thrown overboard into Boston Harbor at the Boston Tea Party to protest the tea tax ... December 17, 1903, Orville
Wright made the first successful flight in a heavier-than-air mechanically propelled
airplane near Kitty Hawk, N.C., at 120 feet in 12 seconds ... December 17, 1903,
Orville’s brother, Wilbur, flew 852 feet in 59 seconds ... December 11, 1941, the
U.S. declared war on Germany and Italy ... December 15, 1948, Alger Hiss was
indicted for perjury, after denying he had passed secret documents to Whittaker
Chambers for transmission to a Communist spy ring ... December 15, 1960, the
U.S. announced it backed a rightist group in Laos, which took power the next day
... December 13, 2000, in a televised address to the nation, Vice President Al Gore
conceded the presidential election to Gov. George W. Bush of Texas ... December
11, 2001, the U.S. government indicted Zacarias Moussaoui as an alleged conspirator in the September 11th terrorist attacks ... December 13, 2001, President Bush
announced that the United States would withdraw from the 1972 Antiballistic Missile Treaty ... December 13, 2001, the U.S. government released a tape of Osama
bin Laden and others believed to have been made November 9th in Kandahar; on
the tape, bin Laden expressed surprise and pleasure at the number of “enemies”
killed in the September 11th attack ...December 14, 2001, the Bush administration
began wide international distribution of the tape, offering it as proof of bin Laden’s
complicity in the terrorist attacks and disregard for human life; many Muslims
abroad claimed the tape was a fabrication ... December 16, 2001, Secretary of State
Colin Powell said, “We’ve destroyed al-Qaeda in Afghanistan” ... December 17,
2001, it appeared that hundreds of Osama bin Laden’s men were escaping through
the mountains into Pakistan.
(c) 2006 DBR Media, Inc.

McEathron advises that the Sheriff’s Office made 53 DUI arrest in 2004 compared to 165 in 2005.  
The Warren County Sheriff’s Office
received $14,000 from the DMV to be
used through October 2007 to pay overtime for the additional enforcement. The
Sheriff’s Office also participates in the
“Click It or Ticket” event in May. The
combination of these events and aggressive enforcement throughout the year,
have made our roads safer - a trend that
we hope continues.
December 8, 2006
The Front Royal Police Department
is investigating a breaking and entering
on East Main Street that occurred Friday,
December 8, during the early morning
hours.
The police department was notified
of a broken window at the Discount Electronics, located at 407 East Main Street,
at approximately 1:21 A.M. A passerby
had discovered the broken window and
notified the police. A police officer had
checked the area at approximately 12:30
A.M.
The business owner was notified and
responded to the scene. Upon his arrival,
it was determined that a 42” high definition plasma TV, model number MX42X3, valued at $850 had been taken
from the business. The business owner
also provided police with the serial number.
Anyone with information on this incident may contact the Criminal Investigations Division at 636-2208 or Crime
Solvers at 635-9900.
December 7, 2006
Front Royal Police Chief Ronald A.
Williamson has announced the arrest of a
former Town resident on numerous felony charges in connection with a series of
fires occurring in late August and early
September of this year.
According to Chief Williamson, detectives with the Prince William County
Police Department, accompanied by
members of the Front Royal Police Department’s Criminal Investigation Division, arrested Deborah Sue Engelhardt,
50, at 13502 Delaney Road , Dale City
, Virginia . The December 6 arrest follows a three month investigation by the
Department’s detectives who served as
the lead investigators. Technical assistance was also received by members of
the Virginia State Police Bomb and Arson Unit and from investigators with the

December 15, 2006
Cincinnati , Erie , and State Farm Insurance Companies.
Engelhardt was served with a four
count sealed indictment handed down by
the Warren County Grand Jury on December 4, 2006, charging her with the felonious and malicious burning of various
occupied dwellings. These residences
included 418 Cherrydale Avenue on August 28, 2006; 391 Cherrydale Avenue
on August 30, 2006; and, 428 Cherrydale
Avenue on September 1, 2006. Engelhardt is also charged with felonious child
neglect in connection with the fire at 428
Cherrydale Avenue where her 12 year
old step-daughter was sleeping. Prior to
the fire, Engelhardt, her husband, and the
12 year old resided at the 428 Cherrydale
Avenue location.
Engelhardt is currently being held
without bond pending an appearance in
Warren County Circuit Court on December 8. If convicted on all counts, Engelhardt could be sentenced to a maximum
of three life terms plus five years in the
State penitentiary.
December 4, 2006
Chief Ronald A. Williamson has announced that the Warren County Commonwealth Attorney’s office has completed their review into the November
20, 2006 vehicle accident which claimed
the life of Front Royal resident Stephanie Benzie. The operator of the vehicle
which struck Ms. Benzie, Arthur Decker of Toms Brook, Virginia will not be
charged in connection with this accident.
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One Battle of Front Royal over (for now)
Centex capitulates to market trends, town water restrictions
By ROGER BIANCHINI
Warren County Report
Christmas came early for opponents
of national developer Centex’s plans for
an upscale 1,862-unit Northern Virginialike suburban development of $600,000
to $900,000 homes and townhouses on
approximately 600 acres of rolling farmland off Happy Creek Road.
On Monday, Dec. 11, word spread
like wildfire from ground zero – the Warren County Government Center – where
a letter from Centex Homes Division
President Robert K. Davis announced
the withdrawal of the entire Villages at
Twin Rivers rezoning and conditional
use package. Warren County Board of
Supervisors Chairman Richard Traczyk
said he was asked to attend a meeting at
the Front Royal law offices of Lawson
and Silek, Centex’s local counsel, at 2
p.m. Dec. 11, where he was informed of
the company’s decision.
Davis cited the declining regional
and national real estate market in his
company’s decision to take the Twin
Rivers project off the table then added
some pointed criticism of the Front Royal Town Council’s recent adoption of a
new water policy.
“The provisions of that policy to the
effect that the Town may, or will, require
an annexation of property to be eligible
for the provision of Town public water
and sewer services is very troublesome,
and I am advised is without precedent
in Virginia,” Davis wrote. “That policy,
which we have reviewed in detail, together with the Town’s lack of a clear
vision towards growth issues creates
such uncertainty and such extraordinary
procedural requirements, that it renders
the business climate in the immediate
environs of the Town of Front Royal too
volatile to warrant proceeding further at
this time until the question of utility provision by the Town is more clearly and
favorably resolved.”
Tactical retreat?
It is such phrasing in that final sentence that leads to speculation that while
Centex has decided to disengage the battle for now, the war – if the debate over
the community’s future may be called

that – may not have heard its final shots
fired.
“It’s a reprieve for the time being,
they still own the property out there, or
their holding company does,” Dan McCarty says of the Middleburg-based
Front Royal Properties, formerly F&R
Limited Partnership. “I don’t think we
can just drop everything and let things
go. This is a special market out here,
the people from the metropolis want to
come out here via I-66 to the country
and perhaps unknowingly they want to
turn this country that they want to escape
to, back into the city. And the developers are, of course, more than willing to
help them. And I don’t think it’s going
to be five years from now or even three,
no matter what the market’s doing, barring any world crisis I think they still
have plans to come out here and develop
this property,” McCarty said the evening
the announcement was made. McCarty is
representing his mother’s interests in the
Centex suit to divert the path of Mary’s
Shady Lane to facilitate its building plans
for the area.
Traczyk agreed that Centex may return with a new proposal when it feels
the economic and political climates have
changed for the better.
“I think most of it is the market is just
down, I mean they’re closing up everywhere, they’re closing up in Warrenton,
a couple of other places,” Traczyk said.
“I think they’ll be back, maybe between
2011 or 12. Maybe they’ll wait for a different opportunity with a different board.
I think they’ll go ahead and build their 80
or whatever it is (99) homes by right over
there in town with no proffers.”

Manassas Park. I do not personally know
of others, though there may be some in
which I am not involved.  All projects are
under a microscope,” Foote said of the
company’s reaction to the declining real
estate market.
Responding to a question, Foote also
said he was unconcerned about how opponents of Centex’s county proposal react
to the company’s decision. “As remarkable as it may seem, both Centex and I
are unconcerned with who in the Town
feels this is good news, and who thinks it
bad. The Town is facing huge infrastructure costs for sewer and water, and now
it is probable that those will have to be
borne by the existing [tax] rate base.”
Lost opportunity?
Traczyk, a former county planning
commission member, said his hope had
been for the county and Centex to reach a
common middle ground that merged local plans and standards with the builder’s
goals of profiting from growth patterns
west from the Washington Metropolitan
area.
“Basically I have always intended to
follow the Comprehensive Plan, it has
definite growth patterns in it, as to how
fast and how we expect growth to happen,” Traczyk explained. The question

that was being negotiated, still at the
county planning level, was could those
guidelines be fitted to Centex’s proposal
as far as the timing of a reduced total
buildout, Traczyk said. “And based on
conversations I had with them early on,
these things were possible,” he added.
“I think everyone, including the applicant, knew that the project as proposed at 1,862 units was not going to fly
with respect to the planning commission
or the board of supervisors,” County
Administrator/Planning Director Doug
Stanley said on Dec. 11. “We have been
waiting for the applicant to amend the
application based on comments out of
our planning commission work session
in September.”
Centex had already pared its original
2,400-unit proposal back once following county planning staff feedback this
spring and early summer, then took about
20 county ordinance change requests to
facilitate its original 1,862-unit design
off the table after the September work
session.
Stanley said he had been surprised by
the total withdrawal of the project, then
observed, “There is still concern with ultimately how this property will be developed in the future, whether it is 20 housing units or 2,000 housing units – the one
thing that this entire process showed was

4 4 4

Centex perspective
Centex attorney John Foote said
guessing at the Dallas-based builder’s
long-term county plans is simply speculation. “Centex has made, and will make,
no decision as to the future of this project
for months yet to come . . . So whatever
folks may think would be speculation
at best. The people who WILL know,
DON’T know,” Foote wrote in a Dec.
12 e-mail response to questions about
the project’s future. “[Centex] has pulled
back from the Arrington Knolls project in
Warrenton, and it has delayed a project in

PHOTO COURTESY OF CASSAVIATION
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Centex road hearing diverted
By ROGER BIANCHINI
Warren County Report
The scheduled Dec. 8 hearing on issues revolving around national builder Centex’s suit to allow the diversion of Mary’s Shady Lane as part of the road plan for
its residential building proposals in both the town and county was not held.
Philip Strother, of Richmond, representing the interests of the McCarty family
in the case, explained that without agreeing to the defendant’s point that if Mary’s
Shady Lane has an easement, it cannot be diverted over multiple parcels never
before impacted by the road, Centex had agreed to file a deed to merge the lots in
question into one parcel.
Centex attorney John Foote agreed that the pre-hearing settling of specific
points of the case negated the need for the Dec. 8 hearing.
“The case goes forward,” Foote said in an e-mail response to a query about the
next step in the case. “[The county project withdrawal] will not affect the location
of the [Mary’s Shady Lane] realignment because the connection across the RR
tracks is simply not acceptable for the future - so the railroad has told us, and so
we believe,” Foote added. “It surely won’t be acceptable once the Town project is
done, and I believe that the cost of the realignment is not as great as access directly
into town.”
Foote also verified that Centex plans to proceed with its 99-unit by-right development proposal in town, possibly with five additional units in the wake of a court
decision striking a town steep slope ordinance requirement.
Centex is seeking to divert the path of Mary’s Shady Lane about mile east to
an intersection with Route 606 (Shenandoah Shores Road), rather than its current
state road connection at Happy Creek Road.
Defendants opposed to the road realignment, including the Town of Front Royal, have questioned Centex’s contention that Mary’s Shady Lane is a private, rather
than a public road; whether the realignment is harmful to residents, since it could
double the amount of time it takes residents of rural neighborhoods served by the
road to reach town or for town-based emergency services vehicles to reach those
neighborhoods. The town’s response also cites dangers from increased vehicular
traffic being funneled to the Happy Creek Road-Shenandoah Shores intersection
adjacent to a Norfolk Southern railroad crossing.
The county in its negotiations on the now withdrawn 1,862-unit proposal, and
the town it its defense filing, had suggested Centex incur the burden of building at
least one overpass at a railroad crossing carrying the bulk of traffic generated by its
town and county projects.

from page 2
the deficiencies in the infrastructure of
the area. These deficiencies, including
significant transportation improvement needs, still remain based on existing, approved and planned development in the area and will need to be
addressed by the town and county in
future years.”
Which reminds us of what the
great baseball philosopher/catcher
Yogi Berra once said – “It ain’t over
till it’s over.”
And with Warren County and Front
Royal’s dueling municipal perspectives, not to mention projected ongoing growth and utility service variables generated from the east – “it”
definitely appears to be far from over.

TOP MOVIES
1. Deck the Halls starring Matthew
Broderick Rated: PG
2. Tenacious D in the Pick of Destiny
Jack Black R
3. Happy Feet featuring the voice of
Robin Williams PG
4. The Fountain Hugh Jackman PG13
5. Deja Vu Denzel Washington PG-13
6. Borat Sacha Baron Cohen R
7. Casino Royale Daniel Craig PG-13
8. Stranger than Fiction Will Ferrell
PG-13
9. Babel Brad Pitt R
10. Bobby William H. Macy R
(c) 2006 DBR Media, Inc.
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Now Open!

Wyld Thyme Cafe
&
Wine Bar
“Refined American Cuisine”
Creekside Station
(across from Saturn of Winchester)
Open: Tues-Sat 11:30-9:00pm
Closed: Sun & Mon
Phone: 540-662-1535
Experience the warmth and relaxing “thyme” atmosphere and exceptional fine cuisine. Winchester newest wine bar is located at Creekside Station.
In addition to our regular dinner menu we feature daily specials
for lunch and dinner. See our Early Bird Fixed Price Menu Tues-Fri
from 4-7pm. Reservations recommended.
Planning a holiday event such as a luncheon, dinner, meeting, etc?
Give us a call! Gift certificates always available!

Sales Staff Needed
Warren County Report is
looking for some talented advertising sales folks!
Full or part-time.
Please call Paula for information:
(540) 635-4835
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Town, county continue sparring over water issues
Brooks accuses Traczyk of wanting to sell river’s water to balance budget
By ROGER BIANCHINI
Warren County Report
The interest of Frederick County in
establishing a regional water authority involving Warren County and access to the
Shenandoah River may be driving another wedge into the already widening gulf
between the Town of Front Royal and the
governing body of the county in which it
sits.
The town’s October passage of a
water policy perceived as restrictive by
a majority of the Warren County Board
of Supervisors led Warren Board Chairman Richard Traczyk to explore other
potential future water options. As a result
the county has found out that Frederick
County is extremely interested in pursuing a regional water authority involving
Warren County, Traczyk said in early December.
Traczyk said his request of Frederick
County Board Chairman Robert Shickle
for a perspective on what the Frederick
Board of Supervisors might want from
Warren County regarding a future water
use partnership resulted in a written proposal received on Dec. 7 from Frederick County Administrator John Riley Jr.
That written proposal received by Warren
County Administrator Doug Stanley on
Pearl Harbor Day was, indeed, a bombshell, according to Traczyk.
Frederick County, with its burgeoning
residential growth and no direct access to
a central water source such as the Shenandoah River, put the full-court press on to
propel Warren County into serious pursuit
of a regional water alternative.
“The letter summarized the water situation as far as Frederick County is concerned and said what Frederick would
like Warren County do – and basically it
said, ‘You provide the land and we will
build it, we will maintain it, we will run
it, we will do all the work and pay you,
Warren County, for the privilege of taking water out of the Shenandoah River,’
” Traczyk said. “What a tax benefit, what
an untapped resource we’ve got here,”
Traczyk added of his initial reaction.
Traczyk also said he planned to involve the Town of Front Royal in a closer
look at the regional option as of the Dec.
14, Front Royal/Warren County Liaison
Committee meeting.
“I’m going to say, listen Mayor Eastham, I’ve got a proposal for you – rather
than building the wastewater treatment
plant you’re planning on for, I think it’s

$46 million the last I heard, rather than
build your plant, rather than fix your failing water system all together – here’s a
possible alternative. Why not partner
with the county as a regional water supplier? You can tap in here and benefit in
a positive way rather than have to charge
town citizens for all those infrastructure
improvements – and Frederick County is
willing to pay for it.”
Too good to be true?
While Front Royal Mayor James Eastham was tactful in saying without having
seen such a proposal it was too early to
comment from a town perspective, Vice
Mayor Tim Darr was more pointed in his
reaction. Darr said he believes the county
board or its chairman was trying to bully
the town into compromises that will be ultimately destructive to the citizens of both
the town and the county.
“It’s a joke, I have a problem with
them getting into the water business to
sell water as a retail business because
they’re selling their soul to Frederick
County,” Darr said on Dec. 13. “If somebody comes in and says, ‘We’re going to
buy you a water plant, we’re going to buy
you a sewer plant and you can sell us the
water – there’s something wrong there.
When things are too good to be true, they
are usually too good to be true. The job of
the town council is to serve the citizens of
Front Royal, not to serve the citizens of
Frederick County. They’ve done all that
building over there, what if there’s another drought and there’s not enough water?
Do we send our water over there then buy
it back if there’s any left?”
While Traczyk said he realizes there
are issues of prioritization, logistics and
availability that must be explored before
final decisions can be made, he believes
the opportunity is too enticing to ignore.
“The [town water and sewer] pipes run
almost beyond DuPont now, it would be
nothing to tie into Frederick County,”
the Warren board chairman said. “But
you can’t take it out of the North River
because there’s not enough . . . and there
would have to be assurances in place if
there was a shortage that the provider has
first call . . . But heck, it gives the town
the opportunity to shut down that mess
they’ve got – how many violations have
they already had over the quality of the
water pumping through their water treatment plant? The potential is there to create a regional authority, let one person

manage it, and get [the town] out of what
is turning into another very costly utility
business.”
But Traczyk said he is less than optimistic the town would consider any joint
utility options in good faith. “What, share
the power [of controlling central water
extension]? They don’t want to do that!
But I think people need to know . . . if
the town wants the taxpayers to pay for all
their upgrades. Here is an opportunity for
regional water, which I firmly believe is
the way to go, but will council even consider it?” Traczyk asked.
However, after listening to Traczyk
summarize anticipated county expenditures on the horizon – including at least
$25 million for Phase II of the public
schools capital improvement project, $20
million for a regional jail, and $6 million for a new library – Councilman Stan
Brooks wondered whose pending financial crisis was at the root of Traczyk’s
interest in selling water from the Shenandoah River.
“After listening to Mr. Traczyk today
when he admitted the county had no need
of water, it’s becoming pretty obvious that
the only reason he is looking to sell water
to Frederick County is because they’ve
gotten themselves in a financial bind and
they’re going to be selling our natural resources to pay it back,” Brooks surmised.
The approximate $50 million in coming county capital expenses would come
on top of an approximate $5 million a
year payoff of the county’s $86-millionplus, 30-year bond issue for Phase One of
the school capital improvement project.
Play nice at liaison
At that Dec. 14 liaison meeting Traczyk pointed out that consideration of a
regional water authority has been part
of the county comprehensive plan for a
number of years. Mayor Eastham said the
town would review the Frederick outline
and take a wait and see attitude pending
internal county discussion and decisions
on how to proceed.
At the Dec. 14 liaison meeting, which
went off very politely despite a week of
finger pointing leading up to it, Traczyk
also put the issue of town-county consolidation on the table, noting that the issue
had been brought up to him by a number
of people recently.
Eastham, who wrote a 1970’s article
on the prospect of consolidation, noted
how the topic seems to resurface peri-

odically, usually with one then the other
county municipality pushing the idea.
Eastham said he believed the issue had
gone to referendum, perhaps 30 years
ago. On that occasion Eastham said he
thought the idea had been approved by
town residents but was rejected by county
residents. He explained that for approval
both a majority of town residents and a
majority of county residents living outside
the town limits would have to approve the
idea at referendum.
During discussion of how to make
liaison meetings a more effective tool of
cooperation between the town and county,
Town Manager Michael Graham, attending his first liaison meeting, said he envisioned the liaison group at the point of
local municipal politics. “Most of the issues I see coming up are pretty significant
and demand a great deal of time and consideration,” Graham said. “I see this as a
high-level thinking group to help guide us
toward high-level goals and a long-term
vision of our futures.”
Divergent views
Back in the real world earlier in the
week, Traczyk questioned the town’s
ability to compromise on issues pivotal to
both municipalities.
“The town is unwilling to accept anything from a builder – they pretty much
told Centex to take a hike – and [Centex] was basically willing to pay for that
wastewater plant for them,” Traczyk observed, referring to a statement made by
Centex attorney John Foote when the
now-withdrawn county Centex proposal
was initially brought forward. At that time
Foote told county officials that water and
sewer fees, hook up charges and proffers
could pay for the bulk of the town’s required water and wastewater infrastructure improvements.
However, Darr and other town officials have seen such offers from developers as simply more examples of “too good
to be true” scenarios, concealing spiraling
service and infrastructure costs that in the
long run would end up costing the town
and its taxpayers more, rather than less,
not only in dollars but also in the quality
of life a heretofore small town rural community is used to.
And therein lies the base difference in
perspectives that appears to be driving the
town and county governments further and
further apart.
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DOMINION HEALTH & FITNESS
9816 Winchester Road, Front Royal, VA · (540) 636-2820

Join now for only $1
Monthly dues begin Jan. 2007
Offer expires Dec. 31, 2006

· Indoor Heated Pool
· Youth Programs
· Youth Cycling
· K.I.T. (Kids in Training)

· Free Weights
· Cardiovascular
· Circuit/Strength Training
· Tennis

· Group Fitness Classes
· Belly Dancing
· Senior Programs
· Women’s Only Circuit Area
· Massage Therapy Available · Racquetball/Wallyball
FREE CHILD CARE!
· FREE CHILD CARE!

In business for 25 years! · Your hometown health and fitness center
w
No en
Op

Golden Trust Mortgage Group, LLC
Purchases · Refinances · 2nd Trusts
· Debt Consolidation
· 100% Purchase Loans
· Programs Available for Most Credit Grades
· Stated Income & Interest Only Loans

Let our family help your family with
all your home financing needs.

Give us a call at (540) 635-4540 or stop
by 216 B East Main Street in Front Royal
Locally owned & family operated by Mike and Shanti Carter

Golden Trust Mortgage Group, LLC is licensed by the Virginia State Corporation Commission · License #MB-3475

All lines of insurance:
Auto  Health
 Business
 Life
 Home



Insure with us
with confidence!
11 Water Street · Front Royal, VA

(540) 635-8401

Christmas Show to Feature
Undiscovered Valley Talent
Patsy Cline wasn’t the only star to come out of the
Shenandoah Valley. There has always been plenty
of talent here, but it was mostly undiscovered – until
now.  Brad Haynes, host of the Valley of the Stars
radio show, announced earlier this month that he
will devote his entire Christmas Show, which airs
on December 24, 2006 at 9 am on WZRV 95.3, to
the music of Valley musicians and singers.
Haynes has received kudos from his listeners and
from local artists and musicians since creating the
show in June of this year.  
“Mr. Haynes’ Valley of the Stars made me feel like
a star right here in the place where it matters most
- at home,” says singer/songwriter Rich Follett.
“Each time a community member tells me that he or
she heard and enjoyed the show, I feel more deeply connected to the Shenandoah Valley and its remarkable diversity of Art and Culture. Thank you, Mr. Haynes, for giving us a spotlight and
for helping us to see how much we of ‘the Valley’ have to offer!”
Hayes, himself, is one of the Valley’s contemporary versions of a Renaissance Man. In
addition to his radio work, Haynes is a successful land broker.  He is author of the popular
real estate books, How You Can Grow Rich Through Rural Land, Starting From Scratch and
How I Turned $50 into $5 Million in Country Property – and How You Can Do The Same.
He has 3 books due out early next year; Dirt Peddler, The Habitual Millionaire, and The
Golden Treasury of 100 Greatest Real Estate Ads.
For more information on including your original Christmas music on Hayes’s Dec. 24
show, contact Jeanne Russell at (540) 631-9023 or (540) 984-4718; Greatland Publishing
and Music Company, 501 South Royal Avenue, Front Royal, VA 22630.

From a release.

December 15, 2006

Warren County Report

Page 

Conflict of interest accusations fly at WCGC
Supervisors at odds over respective situations, press reports
By ROGER BIANCHINI
Warren County Report
On Dec. 13, the day a front-page story appeared in the Northern Virginia Daily citing his questioning of ties between
North River Supervisor Ron Llewellyn
and members of the county’s planning
commission and staff, Fork District Supervisor Archie Fox seemed to make a
tactical retreat without apologizing for
raising the issue.
Fox said he believed Llewellyn
obeyed all laws regarding disclosure of
potential conflicts of interest and very
likely does receive closer scrutiny from
county government because of his position as a sitting supervisor. However,
Fox did not back off raising the issue
as a county planning commission vote
loomed later that day on Llewellyn and
Brookfield Homes’ potential 150-unit
Catlett Mountain subdivision.
“I just wanted to make people aware
there was some concern expressed,” Fox
explained of his role in re-raising the issue of Llewellyn’s potential conflicts of
interest the day of the Catlett Mountain
subdivision public hearing. That evening
a planning commission vote was tabled
pending further input from VDOT.
Fox declined to name any of what
he estimated as about a dozen or more
constituents he cited as questioning
Llewellyn’s personal ties to county planning officials to him. Fox also verified he
had discussed Llewellyn’s potential conflicts with sitting public officials.
“Oh, I expect I have talked with different ones,” Fox said, though he also declined to name those public officials. Fox
also said newspaper references to mutual
vacations or vacations of officials potentially paid for by Llewellyn’s brother,
Charlie, did not originate with him.
“I guess Archie and I need to have
a conversation because I’m very disappointed that he would publicly raise an
issue like this without first having a discussion with me . . . and I think Archie’s
got his own baggage,” Llewellyn said.
Fox owns a well-drilling business
and develops lots himself. Asked if his
business interests and consequent professional ties to local builders created
similar potential conflicts on water and

growth issues, Fox agreed they likely
did.
When the issue has been raised in the
past, County Administrator Doug Stanley, cited for a recent vacation with Charlie Llewellyn and David McDaniel, has
pointed out that in a small community
almost every sitting official has personal
or professional connections that raise potential conflict issues.
Llewellyn said he felt Fox’s comments were politically motivated and
were the result of divergent perspectives
on growth issues. “I don’t think there’s
any question about that. There’s a relatively small group of people in Warren
County that have their own hidden agenda for trying to stop development in any
way they can. So, if they can’t stop it by
using the tools that are readily available,
they attempt to stop it by a smear campaign.
“I think what probably bothers me
more than anything else . . . is that the
implication is I get something for nothing or I get something special, when in
fact the truth is I get closer scrutiny,”
Llewellyn said, “That and the fact that
friends of mine are drug through the
mud – like the fact that I’ve known Ron
Mabry for probably 30 years, that I’ve
known David McDaniel for probably 40
years and I’ve known other members of
the planning commission for a long time.
So, am I supposed to say I can’t maintain
that level of friendship with them simply
because I’m sitting on the board of supervisors? That’s just not right.
“And the accusation that my brother
went to Las Vegas and paid for somebody’s trip, what kind of trash is that? If
you know my brother, you know there’s
not a chance that would happen. I can’t
get him to pay for lunch, much less a trip
to Vegas,” Llewellyn laughed.
In the article referenced, County Administrator/Planning Director Stanley
was questioned about a recent vacation
he took with Charlie Llewellyn. Stanley denied any financial favors from the
Llewellyn family to either him or county
planning commission member McDaniel.
Llewellyn also said it was important
to understand that he has not personally
negotiated the Catlett Mountain project

with county staff. “I am not the one doing the proffering, Brookfield is, and I
think that needs to be a very clear distinction. I own the property but Brookfield has the development rights to it. In
fact, I have never participated in any of
the negotiations involved in either the
Catlett Mountain or Swan Farm properties,” Llewellyn said.
Slam Dunk?
Llewellyn also believes that if his
name weren’t attached to the Catlett
Mountain proposal it would be hard to
find an angle from which to criticize the
buildout/proffer package Brookfield is
offering the county. Llewellyn said the
$3.67 million worth of proffers would be
the largest ever received by the county
were it to be accepted. “This project is
almost a slam dunk project, this is a project that offers the county something they
cannot get in any other way unless it’s
proffered,” Llewellyn said.
Brookfield is seeking to have an 80
home by-right buildout increased to 150
units in exchange for a variety of proffers, including open space, a potential
school site and land for a portion of a
projected western bypass. That bypass
was made part of the county’s 20-year
transportation plan in 2000/2001.
However, after lengthy discussion
following a Dec. 13 public hearing before the Warren County Planning Commission, the 150-unit Catlett Mountain
buildout was far from a slam dunk.
After hearing a number of neighboring homeowners question traffic safety
issues on Catlett Mountain Road, as
well as possible past groundwater pollution from an old adjacent dump closed
in 1973 and the Avtex Superfund site
across the Shenandoah River, Planning
Commission Chairman Mark Bower told
Brookfield representatives, “I don’t think
this is going to be a slam dunk . . . I’d like
to support this, however, town water and
sewer service is important and I’d like to
hear from VDOT.”
Brookfield representative Brian
Grezelak responded by recounting difficulties in getting the state highway department to provide needed feedback in a
timely manner and urged the planners to

forward the proposal, even with a recommendation of denial, in the hope the necessary VDOT letters could be acquired
prior to the board of supervisor’s public
hearing on the proposal. Grezlak noted
the Catlett Mountain plan has been on
the table since 2005. Despite Grezlak’s
urgings, the commission unanimously
voted to table the proposal in an effort to
acquire the additional VDOT feedback,
primarily on off-site and state access
road issues.
Responding to a question from the
commission, Grezlak said it was unlikely his company would develop Catlett
Mountain as an 80-unit by-right project
dependent on wells or its own central
water system. As to whether someone
else would undertake such a project,
Brookfield representatives said that was
an unknown. Oak Ridge subdivision
neighbor Scott Duweke pointed out the
Brookfield response seemed to indicate
that rather than an 80 by-right vs. 150
with $3-million plus in proffers, future
building on the Catlett Mountain property could well be a 150-cluster or nothing
proposition.
“I understand the commission’s concerns
if the alternative to the cluster was 80
by-right units, but it certainly appeared
from what I heard that the only way they
can build is in a larger cluster with town
water, so it appears that in reality it is a
150 or nothing proposition on that land,”
Duweke said following the hearing.
Prior to commission discussion,
Mabry disclosed his friendship with
Llewellyn but said he felt it would not influence his ability to vote fairly and that
county council had said he was legally
able to consider the matter.
As for his potential conflicts of interest, Llewellyn said, “You can go down
the list of people that have the same issues, maybe me on a larger scale because
of what I do for a living, but I’m not going to back up and apologize for what I
do for a living. I’ve been doing it for a
long time and I do my best to build the
best communities for Warren County.
And if you look at my track record I think
it speaks for itself. I don’t think I need to
apologize for the fact that I make homes
in Warren County for people to live in.”
e-mail: sunrajah@earthlink.net
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Injured woman arrested in Cherrydale arsons
Engelhardt also had past links to burned Dorsey House
By ROGER BIANCHINI
Warren County Report
The woman who broke her back in a
leap from her flaming second-floor Cherrydale Avenue apartment on Sept. 1, was
arrested Dec. 6 on four felony charges
related to that and three other fires in her
neighborhood between Aug. 28 and Sept.
1.
Deborah Sue Engelhardt, 50, was taken into custody at 13502 Delaney Road,
Dale City, by members of the Prince William County Police Department, accompanied by members of the Front Royal
Police Department’s Criminal Investigation Division. Investigators said the address is that of Engelhardt’s parents, with
whom she has stayed since shortly after
being released from INOVA Fairfax hospital following the injuries she incurred
during the last of a string of arsons that
raised tensions throughout her Front
Royal neighborhood over a five-day period late this summer.
Among the charges Engelhardt faces
that could see her sentenced to a maximum of three life terms plus five years
in the state penitentiary is felonious child
neglect in connection with the fire reported at 7:15 a.m. at the apartment at
428 Cherrydale Avenue Englehardt, her
husband Rob and his daughter shared.
The other charges Englehardt faces involve the malicious burning of occupied
residences in her building and at 391 and
418 Cherrydale Avenue. Engelhardt was
arrested after a four-count sealed indictment was handed down by the Warren
County Grand Jury on December 4. She
continues to be held without bond pending a Jan. 18 arraignment and motions
hearing.
During a Dec. 8 court appearance,
Englehardt wore a chest to waist body
cast over an orange Warren County Jail
Jump suit and limped noticeably. During
that hearing Peter Hansen was appointed
by Warren County Court Judge Dennis
L. Hupp to represent Englehardt.
During her Dec. 8 court appearance,
Englehardt claimed assets of only $230 in
cash and back accounts, as well as $625
in monthly social security disability benefits. Englehardt also told the court she
co-owned a car with her husband, whom
she stated she was now separated from.

Circumstances
Deborah Engelhard and her 12-yearold stepdaughter were the only people
injured during the arson string that began
with the destruction of the Dorsey House
on Chester Street in the early morning
hours of Aug. 28.
Deborah Englehardt and her husband’s daughter leapt from a side window of that second floor apartment after
flames blocked the lone stairway exit to
the ground floor. According to authorities, Rob Englehardt had left for his job
at the county transfer station early that
morning. Authorities noted the word
“snitch” had been painted on the front
door of the Engelhardt apartment.
In the weeks following the Engelhardt
apartment fire, Warren County Fire and
Rescue Chief Richard Mabie declined
comment when asked if his department’s
investigation indicated multiple ignition
points, including locations other than
within the stairwell leading up to the
Englehardt apartment’s inside door.
However, Englehardt’s landlord John
Costello (see related story) said that in a
phone conversation over available rental
properties in recent months, Englehardt
complained that her insurance company
was not paying a claim on her property
‘because they could not determine how
the fire started.’
“And I said, what does that have to
do with anything? If insurance companies can’t find out what started a fire and
that’s a reason to deny coverage, there
wouldn’t be much insurance being paid.
So, that didn’t make any sense to me. But
later I was told that she told someone
else that the insurance company didn’t
pay because ‘they said there were three
sources of origin in my apartment, as if
to insinuate that I started the fires.’ ”
A Dec. 7 press release from Front
Royal Police Chief Ronnie Williamson
indicates authorities believe the 12-yearold girl, who had only lived with the
couple for about six weeks after Rob Engelhardt was granted custody, was asleep
in the apartment at the time the fire was
set. At the time Deborah Engelhardt leapt
from the apartment the young girl was
still in the flaming building. The terrified
girl was coaxed to jump by a neighbor,
Khery Norris, who promised to and did
break her fall. The girl injured her arm

in the fall but was released from Warren
Memorial Hospital later the day of the
fire.
The first Cherrydale fire was reported almost simultaneously to the Dorsey
House fire, in a dumpster directly behind the building where the Engelhardt
and three other apartments are located.
According to Costello, who owned all
the buildings involved in the arsons, the
dumpster fire call was received by authorities within about 15 minutes of the
report of the Dorsey House fire on Chester Street. Costello said from information
he received from investigators, the Dorsey House fire may have begun in a first
floor office and burned for some time
before it was reported. Warren County
Fire and Rescue responders reported the
Dorsey House fire fully engaged by the
time first responders arrived within about
five minutes of the 4:21 a.m. fire call.
Costello owned the Dorsey House
along with Eric Adamson and Juvenile
and Domestic Relations Court Judge William Sharp. The Dorsey House, which
had been converted into office space that
housed among others, Costello’s Chimney Restorations business, was believed
to be the second oldest surviving home in
Front Royal before it was gutted and rendered unstable by that Aug. 28 fire. The
Dorsey House was brought down by the
owners two days after the fire following
completion of the arson investigation.
Asked if Deborah Englehardt was
also a suspect in the Dorsey House fire,
FRPD Sgt. Richard Kurzenknabe played
his investigative cards close to the vest.
“The case continues to remain under
investigation and any particular set of
circumstances that could lead toward
releasing any evidentiary material, it
wouldn’t be prudent for me to comment
on because the case is in a posture where
it could be prosecuted and I’d have to
defer to the Commonwealth’s Attorney’s
Office,” Kurzenknabe said.
Costello confirmed that Deborah Engelhardt had worked for him on a temporary basis for about six days earlier in
the year answering phones in the Dorsey
House and had access to a key to the
building at that time.
Rob Engelhardt, a volunteer fireman
with Front Royal Company One and assistant supervisor of the county transfer
station, his daughter and wife had been

scheduled to move from their one-bedroom apartment at 428 Cherrydale Avenue, to a two-bedroom apartment across
the street at 391 Cherrydale Avenue on
Aug. 30. However, Costello said Deborah Engelhardt informed him that she had
discovered a fire in the vacant 391 Cherrydale Avenue apartment the morning of
her family’s scheduled move. Costello
said the Engelhardt’s had requested the
move to a two bedroom apartment after
Rob Englehardt’s daughter had moved in
with the couple six weeks earlier.
Investigation
Englehardt’s December 6 arrest followed a three-month investigation by
FRPD detectives who served as the lead
investigators. Williamson commended
his lead investigator Steve Mauck, Sgt.
Richard Kurzenknabe and Investigators
Kevin Nicewarner and Laura Lantz for
their work on the case. He also acknowledged the technical assistance of the Virginia State Police Bomb and Arson Unit
and work contributed by investigators
with the Cincinnati, Erie, and State Farm
Insurance Companies.
With a prosecution still pending,
Kurzenknabe would say only that the
case against Deborah Engelhardt was
built around a methodical accumulation
of information designed to either eliminate or identify potential suspects.
“We followed up on various leads
and conducted numerous interviews. We
were not able to rule her out and as the
investigation progressed she became a
viable suspect and at the appropriate time
we approached the Commonwealth’s Attorney’s Office to discuss the facts of the
case we had developed,” Kurzenknabe
said. “In this particular investigation we
felt it prudent to consider everyone a victim, everyone a suspect, everyone a witness and work from there.”
At the outset of the investigation,
FRPD Captain Richard Furr said the case
was proceeding methodically because
of the potential of mental health issues
being a factor in the case. Discussion
between Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney Nick Manthos and Kurzenknabe
during a break in the Dec. 8 hearing indicated such factors may still be at issue in
the Engelhardt prosecution.
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Property owner relieved
at arson arrest
If Englehardt is guilty, Costello believes he was not the target
By ROGER BIANCHINI
Warren County Report
The local businessman who was an owner of all the Cherrydale properties
struck by arson in the late summer expressed relief that an arrest had been made.
“Well, I’m pleased that they’ve made an arrest in the case and if this means that
there’ll be no more fires and that the tenants are safe, then I’m pleased and gratified,” John Costello said two days after the arrest of his former tenant Deborah Sue
Engelhardt. “I think the detectives have done an admirable job and worked hard on
this case and followed every lead until it’s come to fruition, so I’m as pleased as I
can be. If this is the person, I still don’t hold any animosity and in my own mind
I just have to believe that person has some significant issues that played a role in
causing them to do this.
“To my knowledge there’s no vendetta, she has nothing against me. She’s always been very pleasant when I’ve seen her and she has no cause, so I have to assume it’s something different. I definitely think I was not the target,” Costello said.
“This is a woman I’ve taken to the hospital when her husband went to the hospital
and she couldn’t drive . . . I went down to the building and took her down to the
hospital, and I brought her home later in the day. She lived at the property for three
years, moved out of town, and then came back. So she apparently liked the place,
this was her second go round. So, I just can’t conceive there was anything she had
against me.
“In fact, I think I spoke with her, probably within two days of the first fire.
I think I was riding a lawn mower and she was sitting on the front porch and I
stopped and turned the lawn mower off and just talked to her for a couple of minutes and then went on my way.”
Costello said that the Engelhardts had been tenants of his twice, the first time
for about three years before she and her husband, Rob, moved away. Rob and
Deborah Englehardt returned to rent a one-bedroom apartment from Costello at
428 Cherrydale Avenue about a year before the arsons began, Costello said.
Costello said it was his understanding 38-year-old Rob Engelhardt took custody
of his 12-year-old daughter from a previous relationship about six weeks prior to
the start of the arsons. Costello said he believed the girl had been living with her
mother in Florida prior to that.
Costello said on Aug. 30, Englehardt reported discovering a fire in the two-bedroom duplex at 391 Cherrydale the morning she, her husband and her husband’s
12-year-old daughter were scheduled to begin moving into that day. Costello also
said he had left Englehardt a key to 391 Cherrydale a day prior to the fire there.
Costello also confirmed that Deborah Engelhardt had worked for him as a temp
employee for about six days earlier this year at the Dorsey House, where his office is located. “She answered the telephone mostly, that’s where she worked, the
Dorsey House,” Costello said of the first of four building he owned or had an interest in that were targeted by arson in late August and early September. “She took the
key and she would lock it during lunchtime and then she would unlock it when she
came back from lunch.
“From the Commonwealth’s standpoint, if these [Cherrydale] cases are looking
solid then why would you bother charging her with the other one? I would expect
if they have a good outcome on the first ones, they would forget about the other
case.”
Costello said Deborah Englehardt had contacted him about moving back to
Front Royal after being released from INOVA Fairfax hospital in recent months.
“She called me, asked for an apartment – my understanding was that it was for
the three of them – I didn’t have anything and she was upset because she thought
I should have saved 391 [Cherrydale] for her and not rented it to somebody else.
And it was just sort of nonsensical what she was saying . . . but most of the things
she’s said when she’s called back have been nonsensical to me,” Costello observed
of his recent conversations with his former tenant.
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Englehardt’s husband quits job

May have followed daughter to Connecticut
By ROGER BIANCHINI
Warren County Report
According to Deputy County Administrator Richard Magnifico, the husband of the
woman arrested on Dec. 6 in connection with
a series of arsons on Cherrydale Avenue has
quit his job with the county.
Rob Engelhardt was assistant supervisor at the Warren County Transfer Station in
Bentonville. He is also a volunteer fireman
with Front Royal Company One, according
to County Emergency Services Chief Richard
Mabie.
“On Saturday (Dec. 9) I discovered that
he cleaned out his desk at the end of his shift
on Friday, removing his personal items. I
have called him twice since then, on Friday
and today (Dec. 11) and have gotten no call
back at this time, so I have not been able to
reach him,” Magnifico said. “It is disappointing, it is a hard situation for him and I feel
bad over the circumstances he has been going
through. He was a very dedicated and hard
worker and I’m going to miss him.”
Magnifico said he believed Rob Englehardt, who according to statements made by
his wife, Deborah Sue Engelhardt in Warren
County Circuit Court on Dec. 8, is now separated from his wife, may have followed his
daughter to Connecticut, where Magnifico
said, he believes Rob Engelhardt’s parents
live.

According to a Dec. 7 Front Royal Police
Department press release, Rob Engelhardt’s
12-year-old daughter is believed to have been
in asleep in the family’s apartment at 428
Cherrydale Avenue when Deborah Sue Engelhardt is accused of setting the apartment
on fire (see related stories). Rob Englehardt
had left for his county job early that morning
and was not home at the time the fire broke
out shortly after 7 a.m. on Sept. 1.
Deborah Engelhardt suffered a compression fracture of her back when she leapt from
a second floor window after the lone stairway
to the ground floor from the Engelhardt’s
apartment, was cut off by the fire. The terrified girl was coaxed to follow her stepmother’s leap from a side window by a neighbor,
Khery Norris, who broke the girl’s fall. The
girl was released from Warren Memorial
Hospital later the day of the fire after being
treated for an arm injury incurred in the fall.
Rob Engelhardt had taken custody of his
daughter approximately six weeks prior to
the outbreak of five arsons occurring between
Aug. 28 and Sept. 1, according to the Engelhardt’s landlord John Costello.
Rob Engelhardt responded to a message
left on his personal cell phone on Dec. 8 with
a message on this reporter’s answering machine. That message indicated a willingness
to talk the following day. Further attempts to
contact him have been unsuccessful.

Melting Pot Pizza
Serving the Valley since 1972
Eat In · Carry Out · Delivery· Open 7 Days Late
ABC ON
Pizza, subs, salads, wings & more!
Lunch Specials·  Mon - Fri from 11 am - 3 pm
“ON RT 522 & 340”

540-636-6146
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Santa came a little early at the Warren County Council on Domestic Violence headquarters as several elves from the Town
of Front Royal, mostly sporting red elf hats, delivered food for distribution to families in the council’s shelter and transitional
apartments. The Dec. 13 delivery was accepted by program coordinators Paula Johnson and Tammy Sharpe, first and third
from left, flanking Front Royal Police Chief Ronnie Williamson. Other town elves are, from left, Finance Director Kim GilkeyBreeden, Public Works Director Steve Burke, Public Utilities Director Joe Waltz, Human Resources Director Julie Bush and
Town Manager Michael Graham, sans elf hat. Bush said the town elves were delivering directly from the town staff Holiday
Luncheon attended by about 160 employees and volunteers and held at the Front Royal Company One Fire Department.

Christmas Parade
winners
The Front Royal Downtown Business Association is pleased to announce
the winners of of the 2006 Christmas
Parade. This was our largest parade ever
with over 65 entries. Entries were divided
into 3 categories including: Band, NonBusiness and Business. We would like to
thank our sponsors, First Citizens Bank,
Sensible Car Rentals, Edward Jones In-

vestments, Heaven Sent Shoppe and
State Farm Insurance for their support.
A check/plaque presentation ceremony
is being planned for later in January.
For more information, please contact the
DBA office via phone at 540-631-0099
or email to dba@downtownfrontroyal.
com.
First Citizen’s Bank - 1st Place Band
Award ($300): Warren County High
School
NON-BUSINESS CATEGORY WIN-

NERS
Sensible Car Rentals – 1st Place Award
($300): Entry # 10:       R-MA Middle
School – Float
Edward Jones Investments – 2nd Place
Award ($200): Entry # 1: Winchester
Shrine Club
Heaven Sent Shoppe – 3rd Place Award
($100): Entry # 28:       Royal Starlette
Twirlers

BUSINESS AWARD WINNERS
State Farm Insurance – 1st Place Award:
Entry # 3: Webbs Auto Body
State Farm Insurance – 2nd Place Award:
Entry # 4: Webbs Auto Body
State Farm Insurance – 3rd Place Award:
Entry # 19:     Charlie’s Carburetor Repair
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Blanton to fill South River seat for one year
Glavis supporters feel slighted by board vote without public comment
By ROGER BIANCHINI
Warren County Report
On Dec. 5, former Front Royal Town
Councilman and Family Pharmacy coowner and pharmacist Gray Blanton was
selected from five candidates to fill the
South River District supervisor’s seat va-

ROGER BIANCHINI

Gray Blanton owns Family
Pharmacy in Front Royal.

cated by Scott Weinberg’s Nov. 8 resignation to accept a federal job transfer to
Kansas City.
The vote was 3-1, with Fork District
Supervisor Archie Fox casting the lone
no vote.
“I think Linda Glavis had more support from the people of the South River,”
Fox said of his vote. “She ran in the last
election and got almost 300 votes as a
write-in, so I thought she had the support of the South River.” Fox added that
he believed the support expressed by a
segment of the district’s constituents for
Glavis indicated a belief she was more
attuned to issues of specific concern to
the largely rural district. A recent letter
in support of Glavis’s appointment was
signed by 24 South River residents.

the town and it’s only a short-term appointment,” Traczyk said of support of
Blanton. “I knew Gray, his family grew
up next to my family. I felt comfortable
with him; I knew that in his positions he
wasn’t going to be too far to the left or
too far to the right but I’d like to see all
these candidates consider a run for office
the next time around.”
“It’s a short term, a one-year opportunity, and I think we had five good candidates and I hope all of them consider
running in the future,” Llewellyn added.
“I just felt after listening to their discussions last night that he offered us the best
opportunity to keep things moving forward. Because of his experience in town
politics he could come in on the ground
running, more or less, because he knew
how things worked.”
Blanton agreed that his background
in local municipal government was an
advantage with a short-term appointment. “I saw that with my four years on
council, my experience possibly would
help me fill the term out and not hold the
rest of the board up for the remainder of
the term.”
Blanton served on council from
1990-94. He was defeated in a 1995 run
for mayor by write-in candidate Stan
Brooks.
Questioned about specific issues,
such as Jeff White’s vineyard-winery
proposal, Blanton said he hoped to be
“up to speed” on the specifics of such issues within “a few weeks.”
Questioned by Dan McDermott during a WZRV radio interview about two
hours after the board vote, Blanton said
by phone from Family Pharmacy that it
was too early for him to make a decision

on a run for election this fall.
During that interview, Blanton also
said he hoped his four years on the Front
Royal Town Council would contribute to
easing tensions between the county’s two
major municipal governments.
“It probably will help me to understand the other side’s point of view. As
to whether it will alleviate the problem
between the town and county, which is
certainly nothing new, well, we’ll see
– hopefully it will.”
Blanton listed concerns with increased growth pressures throughout the
county as one vital concern of his constituents.
“I think the people of the South River
are concerned with growth and growth
exceeding the three percent [cap recommended by the Comprehensive Plan]. I
don’t think anybody wants to see that
once you come out and build a house on
a beautiful mountainside, 1,862 houses
built in front of you.
“Front Royal can’t handle growth of
that magnitude at this time but I’ve really got to sit down and be brought up
to speed with what is actually happening
on that [Centex proposal] but that sounds
like it’d be a little bit out of the question.”
Glavis disappointment
Four people, Glavis’s husband
George, Al and Anna Rae White, Laura
Gilliam and Ruth Ann Poe were present
with Linda Glavis at the Dec. 5 board
meeting hoping to speak in support of
Glavis’s appointment. They expressed
some distress that the board adjusted the
agenda so that the vote was taken before

the public presentations section would
have allowed them to speak in support
of Glavis. The matter had originally been
scheduled for consideration at a closed
session but was moved from that slot
at the outset of the meeting. Glavis had
been among candidates interviewed the
previous evening at a closed session of
the board.
“It may not be crooked but it’s not
cricket,” George Glavis commented outside the boardroom following the vote.
The Whites, whose son Jeff ran into
county regulatory obstacles to expanding
a family vineyard operation earlier this
year, agreed.
George Glavis, who had a planned run
for local office several years ago aborted
by the same Hatch Act restrictions on
local political involvement by federal
employees that would have prevented
Weinberg seeking reelection next year,
thought his wife’s background made her
the best candidate for the South River.
“She has 20 years of total experience
– in Warren and Rappahannock on the
county level and with the U.S. Department of Agriculture – during which she
reviewed the treatment of farmers. She
has experience working with the legislative, executive and judicial branches
and would make recommendations to the
Secretary of Agriculture,” Glavis said of
his wife’s qualifications.
“Linda was the only person who applied who showed up for this meeting, I
find that interesting,” Gilliam observed.
In addition to Blanton and Glavis, applications for the appointment were filed
by former EDA member William “Bill”
Barnett, attorney David Silek and John
Fults.

Short-term decision
Board Chairman Richard Traczyk
commended all the candidates for their
interest and qualifications and, along with
North River Supervisor Ron Llewellyn,
encouraged them to consider a run for office next fall. Weinberg’s term expires at
the end of 2007.
“He’s had political experience with

From left to right, George Glavis, Linda Glavis, and Al and Anna Rae White.
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Power line rationale questioned by many
Athey, Middletown’s Brown among those leading opposition
By ROGER BIANCHINI
Warren County Report
“To be, or not to be: that is the question.”
And while it is not the destiny of
Shakespeare’s Danish Prince Hamlet at
stake, the implications of the question
applied to the fate of a proposed regional
power transmission line are, indeed,
Shakespearean in nature.
How our civilization powers itself,
at whose expense and why certain regions are targeted for potential eminent
domain land acquisitions are questions
that go to the very root of our culture’s
values, methods and reasoning.
In recent weeks, Dominion Power,
partner Allegheny Power and regional
power transmitting conglomerate PJM
(Pennsylvania, Jersey, Maryland) have
held a series of public informational sessions to present their case on the need for
and potential location through Frederick,
Warren and Fauquier Counties of a massive 500-kilovolt, 240-mile transmission
line from southwestern Pennsylvania
to Dominion’s substation in Loudoun
County and to hear feedback from residents of affected localities.
They may not have liked what they
heard from both residents and public officials that were part of a huge crowd, estimated at 500, many sporting day-glow
green “Stop Dominion Greed” patches,
that gathered in an early evening winter
chill at the North Warren Fire House on
Dec. 4. Opponents present at the fourth
of 10 planned meetings hosted by power
company officials questioned the basic
premise for the project, as well as its proposed path.
“What we’re afraid of is that this is
really an excuse for them to get into the
interstate transmission market and get
involved in moving electricity to New
York, in which case the impacts on this
community are unacceptable,” Piedmont
Environmental Council President Chris
Miller said.
“In general I am opposed to this plan
and I think there are other options they
can employ to generate this additional
electricity,” 18th Congressional District
Virginia House Delegate Clifford L.
“Clay” Athey Jr. added. “And I think in

addition to that, the true motive behind
this is to provide more energy to the
Northeastern grid and I can’t see how we
benefit at all by this huge power line,”
Athey said of his district and its constituents. “And I intend in the upcoming legislative session to introduce some Bills
that will get to the bottom of all this.
“I know they will be a very difficult
industry to oppose, I recognize that. But
there has to better justifications that for
seven days out of the year there may be a
brown out in Northern Virginia. Clearly,
they could build a power generating plant
in Northern Virginia and deal with that.
“PJM is a consortium in 13 states that
brings Mid-Western energy to the East
and basically the Northeastern Corridor
. . . They looked at a path through Maryland and chose instead to utilize the path
through the middle of our area. I think
the basic reason for doing that was because land acquisition would be cheaper
here because this area is not as developed
as the area in Maryland, and I don’t think
that is a valid reason to utilize the path
that they’ve chosen,” Athey said of the
alliance of power providers and transmitters.
Middletown Town Councilman Mark
Brown was even more aggressive in deriding the power utility plan. “I’m here to
ask Dominion Power how do they dare
come here to ask to put a power line in
so they can produce more power in Ohio
at their coal-fired plants that are putting
more acid rain back into the Shenandoah
Valley. It’s a double whammy – the more
power they sell from the Ohio plants, the
more damage they’re going to do to the
farmers, to the agriculture, to tourism in
this valley.
“Dominion Power has planned for
many years to meet the power demands
of Northern Virginia in this manner,”
Brown added. “We have a power plant
(CPV-Warren) proposed for right here in
Warren County, so there is no need for
this power line. If they’re making the
money they say they are making, why
aren’t they putting this line underground
if they even need it?
“I think we, in the Shenandoah Valley, need to draw our line in the sand.
And our U.S. Senate and the Virginia
Commonwealth need to come together

and say no to Dominion Power,” Brown
concluded.
North River District Supervisor Ron
Llewellyn said Allegheny officials justified a path through his district and the
Northern Valley by citing service and
transmission issues in the Meadowbrook
area of Winchester and the Leesburg area
of Loudoun County.
“And like many of the constituents
who are calling me asking why do we
need it, I asked that same question today.
And the need seems to be primarily in
the Northeast Corridor from Loudoun,
Leesburg, north all the way to New York,
New Jersey and even further north,”
Llewellyn said.
CPV’s Catch-22
“I told [Allegheny officials] I find it
somewhat ironic that we were told a year
ago that the reason CPV-Warren wasn’t
up and running is they couldn’t find a
buyer for their energy,” Llewellyn said
of the floundering gas-fired electrical
generating facility proposed for Warren
County. CPV-Warren has been approved
by local, state and federal officials despite its proximity to state and national
parks due to what would be by industry
standards an extremely clean, gas-fired
operation.
However, the expense of generating clean power may be CPV-Warren’s
downfall.
Llewellyn said the explanation from
Allegheny officials as to why CPV-Warren can’t find buyers is relative costs and
generating capacities, as compared to
those existing and more polluting coalfired plants to the west can offer. “So,
I’m sure it’s a matter of economics but
it is disappointing to know that the need
is there but we can’t get one built here
that’s already been approved.”
“The issue we have is that we’re
dealing with an old way of thinking
here,” Warren County resident and Scenic 340 Board member Tory Failmezger
stated. “We’re dealing with big power,
big power lines and these kinds of things
represent wasteful energy practices. And
until this country gets a descent energy
policy, until we rebuild the power plants
that are already located in the east, get

them producing good, clean energy, and
get the Administration to turn around its
policies on enforcing clean coal filters on
those power plants – until we get that,
we’re going to continually have these
types of big industrial, late 20th Centurytype projects, which we don’t need for
the 21st Century.”
Need
While acknowledging the importance
of usage conservation in the future, Allegheny President David E. Flitman said
future need projections are real, though
he did not dispute that much of those future power needs would be generated in
the Northeastern Corridor.
“The point around demand management is a good one and I think that we’re
a strong proponent of that,” Flitman said.
“But I think even taking into account
what has been successful in these sort of
areas in the past, it would not offset the
need for the line over the five-year time
period we’re talking about – the need is
real.
“I think if you look at some of the
transmission studies that have been done
by PJM, which is the transmission operator for 14 states, including Washington D.C., it indicates that over the time
period the line is going to be built, that
there will be significant increases of congestion based on load growth and future
load projections based on demographics and where historical load growth has
been and where they project it for the future.”
Facts & figures?
However, PEC’s Miller questioned
PJM and Dominion projections. “I think
the need is debatable. The numbers they
are admitting to lead to a potential overload on one line six days a year, sometime in the future if the rate of growth
is higher than it is currently in Northern
Virginia. And I think when people learn
that this isn’t immediately necessary but
really is an issue of the economic benefits to Allegheny and Dominion, they
get pretty upset because the impacts on
communities all along the corridor is
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The Mechanic’s Corner
Correct engine oil level should be
maintained to assure proper lubrication of your vehicle’s engine. It is best
to check engine oil level approximately five minutes after a fully warmed up
engine is turned off or before starting
the engine after it has sat for a long
period of time. Remove the engine oil
dipstick, wipe the dipstick clean with a
lint-free cloth or paper towel. Reinsert
dipstick until it fully seats in its tube.
Remove dipstick and read oil level.
Add oil only when the level is at or
below the ADD OIL mark.
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Warren County 4-H launches capital
campaign for new Barn at Fairgrounds

COURTESY PHOTO

(from left to right) Donnie and Susie Poe, Carol Dodson, Daryl and Teddy Stout, Dani Murphy
and Donna Murphy
While we frequently read about
growth issues impacting Warren County,
many residents may be surprised to learn
that the County’s 4-H Youth Development Program is experiencing growth issues of its own. The 4-H Livestock Program and the 4-H Horse Program have
experienced such tremendous growth
over the past 6 years that the current facilities at the Fairgrounds are no longer
large enough to contain all the animal
exhibits entered by local 4-H Members
in the County Fair.
The official kick-off of the capital
campaign to raise funds for a new 4-H
Barn at the Warren County Fairgrounds
took place at the 2006 Annual 4-H
Achievement Banquet held at the Front
Royal Moose Lodge on November 11th.
Past donors were recognized and a per-

petual plaque was unveiled that will honor all donors to this project.
Since 2000, the number of Warren
County 4-H Members exhibiting Livestock Project animals at the Fair has
increased by 119% and the number of
animals being exhibited and sold at the
annual 4-H Livestock Auction has increased by 146%.  4-H is the youth development program of Virginia Cooperative Extension. Youth between the ages
of 5 and 19 learn leadership, citizenship
and life skills through non-formal handson educational experiences in a positive environment assisted by adult 4-H
Volunteers.   Annually, more than 400
Warren County residents are enrolled
as 4-H Members or 4-H Volunteers, primarily through the Camping Program,
Livestock Program, Horse Program and

Afterschool Programs.
The Warren County Fair Association has been generous in supporting the
County’s 4-H youth with their time and
other resources. A portion of land along
the eastern edge of the Fairgrounds has
been dedicated for the construction of a
4-H Barn that will be 80 feet wide and
200 feet long. The following individuals
and businesses have donated or pledged
cash, equipment, labor and materials for
the project: Teddy Stout Construction,
Donnie Poe, Larry Andrews, Dan Hotek, Glaize Components, The Contractor
Yard, Jon Richards, Premiere Electric,
Crider and Shockey, Warren County
Builders Association, Rappawan, Warren
County Fair Association, Rotary Club of
Front Royal, Larry LeHew and Jeff LeHew of Via Satellite.

In 2005, the Fair Association dedicated a 250’ by 150’ portion of the northeast
corner of their property for 4-H Volunteers and Donors to construct a first-class
outdoor horse show ring. Donors to the 4H Horse Show Ring project helped raise
more than $18,000 through gifts of cash,
equipment, labor and materials. Major
contributors included Donald F. Poe, Inc,
Rotary Club of Front Royal, Skyridge,
LLC, Teddy Stout Construction, Glenn
Murphy’s Million Dollar Golf Tournament, Southern States of Front Royal,
Kidwell Fence Company and Breaktime
Billiards.
To date, a total of $44,667 is in-hand
or pledged toward the 4-H Barn project.
Warren County 4-H, a 501(c)(3) organization, is seeking additional financial
help from the community. The estimate
to construct and equip the new barn is
between $140,000 and $150,000. This is
an excellent opportunity for local businesses or individuals to make an end of
year tax deductible donation for a worthy
cause. In addition to financial resources,
we are also in need of fill dirt. Businesses
or individuals who are able to donate fill
dirt for site preparation can contact Daryl
Stout at Teddy Stout Construction.
Local golfers can contribute to this
project in the spring. Mark Moseley,
Former Washington Redskin, and his
wife Sandy have offered to host a “Redskins vs. Dallas” golf tournament in
early spring as a fundraiser for the 4-H
Barn project. Mr. Hopkins of Blue Ridge
Shadows has donated the golf course at
no charge for this fundraiser.
Extension is a joint program of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University,
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and
state and local governments. Virginia
Cooperative Extension programs and
employment are open to all, regardless of
race, color, national origin, sex, religion,
age, disability, political beliefs, sexual
orientation, or marital or family status.
An equal opportunity/affirmative action
employer.
For additional information, or to contribute to this worthwhile community
project, please contact Daryl Stout at
Teddy Stout Construction, 636-7906, or
contact the Warren County Office of Virginia Cooperative Extension, 635-4549.
From a release.
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Phone Home
It’s Me - God!

Goldie Evelyn Peachey

JANUARY
2007

Goldie Evelyn Peachey, died at the
age of 93 on November 30, 2006 at
Clear View Manor Nursing Home in
Bentonville. The beloved mother of five
children: Donna Staples of Upperville,
VA, Evelyn Anderson of Front Royal,
VA, Marlin Peachey of Bush, LA, Lydia
Penrod of Washington, DC, and the late
Thomas J. Peachey, formerly of Front
Royal, VA. She was predeceased by her
husband, Milo Rudy Peachey, who died
in 1976, her son Thomas, and a greatgranddaughter Lauren Peachey formerly
of LA. Mrs. Peachey is survived by a
brother Mr. Dale Swartz of Tipp City,
OH, and two sisters Marian Wilson of
Hollidaysburg, PA, and Betty Anderson
of Lompoc, CA. She leaves 17 grandWARREN
children; 4 step-grandchildren;
35 greatgrandchildren; and 15COUNTY
step-great-grandchildren.
ELEMENTARY
Mrs. Peachey was born in Berlin,
SCHOOLS
Iowa on October 24, 1913, a daughter of
Robert John and Iva Elizabeth (Winkler)
Swartz. She worked for some years as a
seamstress for Aileen Clothing Company. Mrs. Peachey was a faithful member
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints on Browntown Road. She
was a homemaker and was devoted to
her family. She spent her life in service
to others. Hundreds of cards and letters
were personally sent every year just to
bring a little joy to those of us who were
privileged to know her.
The family will receive friends between 10:00 and 11:00 a.m. on Saturday
morning, December 9, 2006 at Maddox
Funeral Home at 105 West Main Street,
Front Royal. The funeral service will be
held at 11:00 a.m. with Bishop Randy
Bartlett, officiating. Interment will be
following the service at Panorama Memorial Gardens at Waterlick.

When John the Baptist was preaching, many believed him to be the Messiah. While he was a powerful orator
and certainly a messenger, he knew
what his mission was. It was to pave
the way for the true Messiah, Jesus
Christ.
On the day Christ went to John the
Baptist to be baptized, John recognized him immediately. It wasn’t only
that they were cousins. John knew that
this was the Man I had promised to
send mankind to save them from their
sins.
Humbled, he said to Jesus, “It is
you who should baptize me.” Jesus
wisely said no. He was there to be baptized, a powerful example to all who
watched. The Messiah had arrived, but
He would walk in humility and live
His life as He exhorted others to do.
(c) 2006 DBR Media, Inc.
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Del. Clifford L. “Clay” Athey, Jr.
18th District House of Delegates
Serving Fauquier, Frederick, and Warren County

Stacey & I thank you for the opportunity to serve.
If I can be of any help, please contact me at (540) 635-7917,
			
in Richmond at: (804) 698-1018,
			
by E-Mail at: DelCAthey@house.state.va.us,
			
or by mail at:
PO Box 406, Room 510
						
Richmond, VA 23218

Warren County Elementary Schools - January 2006
Monday
Lunch

Tuesday
1

Holiday

8

Lunch

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Pepperoni Pizza
2. Chicken Patty Sandwich
3. Ham & Cheese Sub
4. Minnie Mouse Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Cheese Quesadilla
2. Chicken Nuggets
3. Chicken Salad Sandwich
4. Chicken Caesar Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch

Lunch

15

Holiday

22

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Cheese Pizza
2. Meatball Sub
3. Ham & Cheese Sub
4. Minnie Mouse Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch

9

16

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Chicken Tenders
2. Pizza Pocket
3. Chicken Salad Sandwich
4. Chicken Caesar Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

No School

Lunch

Wednesday
2

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Chicken Sticks
2. Pizza Pocket
3. Chicken Salad Sandwich
4. Chicken Caesar Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

No School

Lunch

Lunch

29

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Pepperoni Pizza
2. Chicken Patty Sandwich
3. Ham & Cheese Sub
4. Minnie Mouse Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch

23

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Baked Breaded Chicken
2. Cheeseburger on Bun
3. Chicken Salad Sandwich
4. Chicken Caesar Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch
Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Cheese Quesadilla
2. Chicken Nuggets
3. Chicken Salad Sandwich
4. Chicken Caesar Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

*January 1 – 7, 2007 NATIONAL THANK YOU CUSTOMER WEEK.

Lunch

Thursday
3

Friday
4

Lunch

5

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. French Toast Sticks w/wo
Sausage
2. Beef Ravioli`
3. Ham, Turkey & Cheese Sub
4. Garden Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Spaghetti w/Meat Sauce w/wo roll
2. Taco Pocket
3. Italian Sub
4. Chef Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Mini Corndog
Available side: Kids Munchies*
2. Pizza Bagel
3. Turkey & Cheese Sub
4. Peppi Pizza Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

10

11

12

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Beefy Nachos
2. Pizza Pocket
3. Ham, Turkey & Cheese Sub
4. Garden Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Hamburger on Bun
Available side: Baked Cheetos
2. Lasagna Roll-Up
3. Bologna & Cheese Sandwich
4. Chef Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Trout Treasures
2. Steak & Cheese
3. Turkey & Cheese Sub
4. Peppi Pizza Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

17

18

19

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Hot Dog on Bun
2. Fish Sandwich
3. Pretzel w/Yogurt
4. Garden Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Breadsticks w/Marinara Sauce
2. Beef Burrito
3. Bologna & Cheese Sandwich
4. Chef Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Macaroni & Cheese
2. Fish Nuggets
3. Turkey & Cheese Sub
4. Peppi Pizza Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

24

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Soft Shell Beef Tacos
2. Batman Pizza Pocket
3. Ham, Turkey & Cheese Sub
4. Garden Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

30

Lunch

Lunch

31

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Grilled Cheese Sandwich
Available side: Tomato Soup
2. Hamburger on Bun
3. Ham, Turkey & Cheese Sub
4. Garden Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

25

Must Select 1 Entrée:
EARLY RELEASE
1. Mini Corndogs
2. Bologna & Cheese Sandwich
3. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

No School
Professional Day
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Warren County High School - January 2006
Monday

Tuesday

Lunch

1

EN
Y

No School

OL

Lunch

2007

Warren County Report

Holiday

8

2

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

9

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch

16

22

Lunch
SLOPPY JOES
STEAK & CHEESE SUB

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch

29

CHICKEN NUGGET
CHICKEN PARMESAN

Lunch

17

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch

24

CHILI CON CORNE
W/WO CORN MUFFIN
RIB-B-QUE SANDWICH

30

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

5

MINI CORNDOGS
Avail. Side: Kids Munchies*
BACON CHEESEBURGER
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

11

Lunch

12

CHEESE QUESADILLA
CHICKEN CLUB

SOFT SHELL TACOS
BACON CHEESEBURGER

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch

18

Lunch

19

CHICKEN STICKS
CHICKEN CLUB

MACARONI & CHEESE
BACON CHEESEBURGER

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch
EARLY RELEASE

25

LASAGNA ROLL UPS
W/GARLIC ROLL
CHICKEN CLUB

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

GRILLED CHEESE SANDWICH
Avail. Side: Tomato Soup
STEAK & CHEESE SUB

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch

GRILLED CHEESE SANDWICH
Avail. Side: Tomato Soup
RIB-B-QUE SANDWICH

23

CHICKEN TENDERS
CHICKEN PARMESAN

10

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch

Lunch
BREADSTICKS W/ MARINARA
SAUCE
RIB-B-QUE SANDWICH

HOT DOG ON BUN
STEAK & CHEESE SUB

Holiday

4

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch

Friday

Lunch
BBQ CHICKEN SANDWICH
CHICKEN CLUB

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

15

3

BEEFY NACHOS
RIB-B-QUE SANDWICH

PIZZA POCKET
STEAK & CHEESE SUB

No School

Thursday

Lunch

MEATBALL SUB
STEAK & CHEESE SUB

CHICKEN NUGGETS
CHICKEN PARMESAN

Lunch

Wednesday

Lunch

Lunch

SIDES

26

No School
Professional Day

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

31

BEEFY NACHOS
RIB-B-QUE SANDWICH
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Warren County Middle & Junior High Schools - January 2006

, 2007 NATIONAL THANK YOU CUSTOMER WEEK.
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Lunch
1

Lunch
2

Lunch
3

Lunch
4

Lunch
5

No School

LASAGNA ROLL UPS
FISH SANDWICH
TURKEY & CHEESE SUB
CHEF SALAD

CHICKEN TENDERS
STEAK & CHEESE SUB
HAM & CHEESE SUB
CHICKEN CEASAR SALAD

HARD SHELL BEEF TACOS
CHICKEN CLUB
BOLOGNA, HAM & CHEESE
SUB
PEPPI PIZZA SALAD

CHEESE QUESADILLA
Avail. Side: Kids Munchies*
BACON CHEESEBURGER
TURKEY, HAM & CHEESE SUB
GARDEN SALAD

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch
8

Lunch
9

Lunch
10

Lunch
11

Lunch
12

CHICKEN STICKS
PIZZA BURGER
ITALIAN SUB
ANTIPASTA SALAD

HOT HAM & CHEESE SANDWICH
CHICKEN PARMESAN
TURKEY & CHEESE SUB
CHEF SALAD

BEEFY NACHOS
STEAK & CHEESE SUB
HAM & CHEESE SUB
CHICKEN CEASAR SALAD

PIZZA POCKET
BACON CHEESEBURGER
TURKEY, HAM & CHEESE SUB
GARDEN SALAD

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

BREADSTICKS W/ MARINARA
SAUCE
CHICKEN CLUB
BOLOGNA, HAM & CHEESE
SUB
PEPPI PIZZA SALAD

Lunch
15

Lunch
16

Lunch
17

Lunch
18

Lunch
19

No School

GRILLED CHEESE SANDWICH
Avail. Side: Tomato Soup
FISH SANDWICH
TURKEY & CHEESE SUB
CHEF SALAD

MEATBALL SUB
STEAK & CHEESE SUB
HAM & CHEESE SUB
CHICKEN CEASAR SALAD

BAKED BREADED CHICKEN
CHICKEN CLUB
BOLOGNA, HAM & CHEESE
SUB
PEPPI PIZZA SALAD

HOT DOG ON BUN
BACON CHEESEBURGER
TURKEY, HAM & CHEESE SUB
GARDEN SALAD

Holiday

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Holiday

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch
22

Lunch
23

Lunch
24

Lunch
25
EARLY RELEASE

Lunch
26

CHICKEN NUGGETS
PIZZA BURGER
ITALIAN SUB
ANTIPASTA SALAD

SOFT SHELL BEEF TACOS
CHICKEN PARMESAN
TURKEY & CHEESE SUB
CHEF SALAD

SPAGHETTI & MEATSAUCE
W/WO ROLL
STEAK & CHEESE SUB
HAM & CHEESE SUB
CHICKEN CEASAR SALAD

MINI CORNDOGS
CHICKEN CLUB
BOLOGNA, HAM & CHEESE
SUB
PEPPI PIZZA SALAD

No School

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch
29

Lunch
30

Lunch
31

CHICKEN STICKS
PIZZA BURGER
ITALIAN SUB
ANTIPASTA SALAD

MACARONI & CHEESE
FISH SANDWICH
TURKEY & CHEESE SUB
CHEF SALAD

CHILI W/WO CORN MUFFIN
STEAK & CHEESE SUB
HAM & CHEESE SUB
CHICKEN CEASAR SALAD

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Professional Day

MEAL
REQUIREMENT
Students must
select 1 entrée
and a minimum of
1 other item to
receive the meal
price.
DAILY ENTRÉES
Cheeseburger
Chicken Patty
Sandwich
Assorted Pizza
Made to Order
Subs & Salads
Tuna or Chicken
Salad Sandwich
A CHOICE of at
least TWO Sides
will be available
daily for lunch.
Some of the
Choices may be:
Fresh Fruit
Fruit Cup
Fruit Juice
Tossed Salad
Hot Vegetables
Desserts
MILK
CHOICES
1% White
1% Chocolate
2 % White
Skim Milk
In accordance with federal
law and U.S. Department of
Agriculture policy, this
institution is prohibited from
discriminating on the basis of
race, color, national origin,
sex, age or disability. To file a
complaint of discrimination,
write USDA Director, Office of
Civil Rights, Room 326-W,
Whitten Building, 1400
Independence Ave, SW,
Washington, D.C. 205009410 or call (202) 720-5964
(voice and TDD). USDA is an
equal opportunity provider
and employer.

MEAL
REQUIREMENT
Students must
select 1 entrée
and a minimum of
1 other item to
receive the meal
price.
DAILY
ENTRÉES
Cheeseburger
Chicken Patty
Sandwich
Assorted Pizza
Tuna or Chicken
Salad Sandwich

SIDES
A CHOICE of at
least TWO Sides
will be available
daily for lunch.
Some of the
Choices may be:
Fresh Fruit
Fruit Cup
Fruit Juice
Tossed Salad
Hot Vegetables
Desserts

MILK
CHOICES
1% White
1% Chocolate
2 % White
Skim Milk
In accordance with federal
law and U.S. Department of
Agriculture policy, this
institution is prohibited from
discriminating on the basis of
race, color, national origin,
sex, age or disability. To file a
complaint of discrimination,
write USDA Director, Office of
Civil Rights, Room 326-W,
Whitten Building, 1400
Independence Ave, SW,
Washington, D.C. 205009410 or call (202) 720-5964
(voice and TDD). USDA is an
equal opportunity provider
and employer.
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A benefit for
Blue Ridge Educational Center
Mid-Eastern Dance Performance and Dinner
with silent auction
January 13, 2007
5:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Calvary Episcopal Church Parish Hall
132 North Royal Avenue
$28 (Children under 12 free with adult)
RSVP by January 6 to 631-9503
Donations are also welcome and are tax-deductible.
Mail to BREC, P.O. box 1820, Front Royal, Va 22630
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NOW OPEN!
Player’s Choice
new and used instruments
buy, sell, and trade
lessons and repairs
Open Tues - Sat, 12:00 noon to 8:00
Sunday 1 to 5
Closed Mondays

120 A E. Main Street
635-5424
www.playerschoiceguitars.com
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Warren County
Sheriff’s Department Report
Sheriff Daniel T. McEathron

Sheriff’s
Report
Becky Whited
Warren County Sheriff’s Office
Administrative Assistant to Patrol
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NFL Report: around the league (even FedEx)
An ATL loss could end their season;
Jaguars @ Titans Sun. Titans look to improve to .500 after 0-3 start. Vince Young
looks to improve his record as a starter
to 7-4;
NYJ @ Vikings. A Jets loss and a Pats
win clinches the AFC east for New England;
PHI @ NYG I hope they tie and both
miss the playoffs but maybe one of them
can spoil Dallas’s run to the playoffs;
Chiefs @ Chargers. Chiefs MUST win
to stay alive for a wild card;
Bengals @ Colts. Will the Bengals exploit the weak run defense of Indy?  Can
the Bengals keep pace and try to upend
the Ravens to win the division? They
have to get past the Colts to get a shot.

By PHILIP SWANSON
Warren County Report
With the final stretch of the season upon
us the race to the playoffs is beginning
to take shape. That shape seems to be a
jumble of at least 25 teams with only two
in front of the pack. The divisional races
have seemingly been defined, however,
they are not even written in stone. Excluding the six potential divisional winners left to clinch (San Diego and Chicago are already in) there are 17 teams
trying to clinch just four wild card spots
league wide. In a lot of ways it looks like
the playoffs start this weekend, with every team needing to win out just to earn
the privilege of playing in January.
The AFC race really began to heat up after the Indianapolis Colts, who were all
but invincible early this year, dropped
three of their last four following a 9-0
start. They have slipped into a tie for second place in the AFC and it is starting
to look like teams have figured them out.
This could potentially mean big trouble
for a club who has looked very stale in
the playoffs over the years. It seems the
new force to be reckoned with in the AFC

is the San Diego Chargers who have already won their division and can clinch a
first round bye in the play offs with a win
and a Colts loss.  
The NFC picture is a mess. Of the eight
wild card contenders three are 7-6, two
are 6-7, and three are 5-8. With the divisional races so tight, it would not be hard
to imagine that one or two of these “on
the bubble” teams may in fact win their
respective divisions. Oddly enough, the
season began with several surprise teams
in Baltimore and New Orleans, and the
superpowers Chicago and Indianapolis,
however the power has shifted somewhat to talk of the resurgent San Diego
Chargers and the Dallas Cowboys. This
weekend should prove to be an elimination round for several divisions as most
of the teams who are on the bubble play
one another finally settling the “who’s in”
question and start the “who goes where”
process. Some of the better games to follow are:
49ers @ Seahawks Thurs. on the NFL
network SEA can clinch division with a
win;
Dallas@ Atlanta Sat. on the NFL network

The not so hot teams thus far also have a
lot to play for in December. Something
I have noticed watching this game over
the years is that momentum can carry
over into the following season, especially for young players and even more
so for young quarterbacks. The slew of
new guys under center this year is mindboggling. Since before the beginning
of training camp 16 teams have had a
change at the quarterback position. Of
those 16 teams, eight of either had rookies or players making their NFL debut
taking control. SD, DEN, OAK, TEN,
DAL, WAS, TB, and ARI all had newbies under center. While Phillip Rivers
and Tony Romo enjoy success in SD and
Big D, Andrew Walter, Jason Campbell,
Jay Cutler, Bruce Gradkowski, and Matt
Leinart are not having a great time in
their respective cities, although there is
A LOT of potential in all four of these
young men.
The odd man out is Vince Young. He has
been successful under center in Tennessee however since their team is only 6-7
he is not talked about nearly as much as
Rivers and Romo. Since no one else will
say it, I will, Vince young is the best new
QB in the NFL and given a team built
around his talents the state of Tennessee
and the Titans organization will see another Super Bowl berth within the next
5-7 years. Yes, he is that good. He, right
now, is 6-4 as a starter and manages to
find a way to win either with his arm, his
legs, or his brain. He plays smart football and that is pretty hard to do with a

very mediocre team surrounding him.
And now to the Redskins . . . since my
last article the staff in Washington has
smartened up and put in the youngster.
But they are still not winning and after
watching them since their last victory
(my birthday thanks guys) I think it is
apparent what the problem is – 700-page
playbook, high-dollar “assistant head
coach, offense” AL SAUNDERS. With
the highly-touted & purported offensive
genius calling the plays, it was painful
to watch Washington blow a 14-point
lead against a very beat up and seriously
struggling Atlanta team, whom if I recall
correctly, the Redskins were running all
over early. The third drive of the game
saw the arrogance of a coach whose head
must be as big as his contract. Who cares
if the Redskins are only winning in the
trenches . . . THEY WERE WINNING
THE GAME!! It is the most frustrating
thing in all of sports to watch a total and
absolute collapse of an entire team in less
that four minutes. Someone please get
these over-paid geezers some vitamins
so they can stay awake through the game
because they are definitely not watching
the same thing the rest of the country is.
In fact, it doesn’t look like they are making it past the first quarter in some of the
games.
At this point it is a matter of pride for the
players on the field, as well as the crew
of “assistant head coaches” in the booth
or wherever they’re holed up – if, indeed,
they have any. The team can’t finish their
offensive drives, the defense can’t take
the ball away from the other team, and
the receivers and the secondary have
dropped the same amount of passes this
year. This ball club needs a deep cleansing if they hope to contend next year and
it needs to start with Daniel Snyder and
his boy Al Saunders. As an old burgundy
and gold bleeder, I have to feel Joe Gibbs
needs to shake the exhaust fumes out of
his head and get back to Joe Gibbs football – it worked in the eighties, it worked
last year, and I think it would have
worked this time around if the system
hadn’t been tinkered into oblivion.
As they say – and “they” always seem to
be in the know – if it ain’t broke, DON’T
FIX IT.
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Community calendar
Caroling
12/15/2006 - 7:00pm - 8:00pm

Randolph Macon Academy’s Melton
Gymnasium today.

You are welcome to join neighbors and
friends singing old favorites accompanied by a local pianist in the Browntown Community Center in Browntown. Don’t miss out on the rendition
of the “Twelve Days of Christmas”.

Bluegrass Party
12/22/2006 - 7:00pm - 10:00pm

NEW YEAR’S DAY - Town Holiday
1/1/2007

NEW YEAR’S DAY - The Town of
Front Royal Business Offices will be
closed today. Trash, Yard Waste and
You are invited to a Bluegrass Picking Recycling pick-up for this day will be
Party tonight at the Warren County Wednesday, January 3. The Town of
Senior Center located at 1217 Com- Front Royal wishes you a Happy New
monwealth Avenue. This is a Commu- Year!
nity Jam Session where all musicians
Town Council Meeting
at all levels are welcome. Acoustic In- Council Meeting
12/18/2006 - 7:00pm
struments Only. Coffee and food will 1/8/2007 - 7:00pm
The Front Royal Town Council meets be available for purchase. Admission
in the Warren County Government is FREE. Donations are welcome. The Front Royal Town Council meets
Center’s Board Meeting Room on the Proceeds benefit the Warren County in the Warren County Government
2nd & 4th Monday of each month (with Senior Center.
Center’s Board Meeting Room on the
the exception of December, when the
2nd & 4th Monday of each month (with
CHRISTMAS
EVE
Council meets the 3rd Monday).
the exception of December, when the
12/24/2006
Council meets the 3rd Monday).
BZA Meeting
CHRISTMAS EVE - Since today is MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY - Town
12/18/2006 - 7:30pm
Sunday, the Town of Front Royal will Holiday
The Front Royal Board of Zoning Ap- celebrate Christmas Eve on Tuesday, 1/15/2007
peals (BZA) meets on the 3rd Monday December 26, 2006. Garbage, Recyof each month (applications permit- cling & Yard Waste will be picked up MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY - The
ting) in the Warren County Govern- on Wednesday, December 27, 2006. Town of Front Royal Business Ofment Center’s Board Meeting Room.
fices will be closed today. Trash, Yard
CHRISTMAS
DAY
Town
Holiday
The Town Council also meets on this
Waste and Recycling pick-up for this
night, therefore the BZA will meet in 12/25/2006
day will be Wednesday, January 17.
the Caucus Room, which is adjacent
to the Board Room. Please call the CHRISTMAS DAY - The Town of 2007 Vehicle Stickers on Sale
Town of Front Royal Planning/Zoning Front Royal Business Offices will be 1/15/2007
Office for more information(540)635- closed on Christmas Day. Trash, Yard
Waste and Recycling pick-up for this The 2006 Vehicle Stickers go on sale
4236.
day will be Wednesday, December today at the Town of Front Royal Busi27. The Town of Front Royal wishes ness Office located at 15 N. Royal
Planning Commission Meeting
you a Merry Christmas!
12/20/2006 - 7:00pm
Avenue (across the street from Town
Hall). All personal property taxes must
The Front Royal Planning Commis- Town Holiday
be paid. All 2006 Stickers must be
12/26/2006
sion meets on the 3rd Wednesday
placed on vehicles by February 15,
of each month in the Warren County
2007. For more information please
CHRISTMAS
EVE,
REVISITED
The
Government Center’s Board Meeting
call (540) 635-7799.
Town
of
Front
Royal
Business
OfRoom
fices will be closed today. Trash, Yard BZA Meeting
Waste and Recycling pick-up for this 1/15/2007 - 7:30pm
Christmas Concert
day will be Wednesday, December
12/22/2006 - 1:30pm
27. The Town of Front Royal wishes The Front Royal Board of Zoning ApEnjoy a wonderful holiday concert at you a Merry Christmas!
peals (BZA) meets on the 3rd Monday

of each month (applications permitting) in the Warren County Government Center’s Board Meeting Room.
Planning Commission Meeting
1/17/2007 - 7:00pm
The Front Royal Planning Commission meets on the 3rd Wednesday
of each month in the Warren County
Government Center’s Board Meeting
Room.
Council Meeting
1/22/2007 - 7:00pm
The Front Royal Town Council meets
in the Warren County Government
Center’s Board Meeting Room on the
2nd & 4th Monday of each month (with
the exception of December, when the
Council meets the 3rd Monday).
Bluegrass Party
1/26/2007 - 7:00pm - 10:00pm
You are invited to a Bluegrass Picking
Party tonight at the Warren County
Senior Center located at 1217 Commonwealth Avenue. This is a Community Jam Session where all musicians
at all levels are welcome. Acoustic Instruments Only. Coffee and food will
be available for purchase. Admission
is FREE. Donations are welcome.
Proceeds benefit the Warren County
Senior Center.
Council Meeting
2/12/2007 - 7:00pm
The Front Royal Town Council meets
in the Warren County Government
Center’s Board Meeting Room on the
2nd & 4th Monday of each month (with
the exception of December, when the
Council meets the 3rd Monday).
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The Channel Surfer by Linda Mason
The holiday voyage continues with the premiere of “Christmas Do-Over,” Saturday,
December 16 (8:00 - 10:00 p.m., ET/PT) on
ABCFamily starring Jay Mohr (“Jerry Maguire”) and Daphne Zuniga (“Beautiful People”).
“Christmas Do-Over” tells the story of a man
who unwittingly gets a chance to go back and
do things differently when he is forced to relive
one terrible Christmas over and over again. At
first, he feels he’s cursed with this predicament and resists it in the most childish ways
possible. As time goes by (or fails to, as the
case may be) Kevin (Jay Mohr) slowly realizes
this might be his last chance to get Christmas
right. Maybe, he’ll get back what he lost and
what he most needed all along - his family. The
cast also includes Ruta Lee, Tim Thomerson,
Adrienne Barbeau, and David Millbern. The film is directed by Catherine Cyran
(“The Prince & Me 2”) and produced by Stephen P. Jarchow and Jeffrey Schenck
of Regent Studios. The film is also being executive produced by Paul Colichman.
Over 20,000 singers auditioned nationwide over the past few months, and thousands more submitted via tape for USA’s hit talent search, “Nashville Star.” As the
selection narrows to find the final 10, that will be part of the show’s fifth season
premiere on Thursday, January 11 (10 p.m., EST, 9 p.m., Central), Grammy Award
winner Randy Owen and country star Blake Shelton have joined seasons three and
four judge Anastasia Brown in the show’s panel of judges.
(c) 2006 DBR Media, Inc.

Ask June & Jennie: The College Scene
OK, JTT, WHERE ARE YOU?
DEAR JUNE & JENNIE:
My name is Danielle, and I am 21 years
old. I live in Sacramento, California.
I’m writing this e-mail hoping to get a
response in regards to “where JTT” is. I
have been a fan since I was a little girl.
I’ve tried every website here and there
just to see if anything pops up. It’s been
a few years since any of them have been
updated. I’m assuming he has come
across some other great challenges in
life. Again, I wanted to see where he is and what he has been up to. Please respond
if you have any info. I would appreciate it. Thank you!
In our opinion:
June and Jennie: Since we’ve had this question several times, we wonder if the Internet is referring people to us because of the vague similarity between “JTT” and
“JNJ.” We assume you are looking for information about Jonathan Taylor-Thomas
from the television show, “Home Improvement.” Just for the record, we have never
met him and have no inside information on his activities or whereabouts. What we
have heard is that his 25th birthday was on September 8, 2006, and he is scheduled
to guest-star on “Boston Legal” on December 5, 2006.
For more information on him, try typing his name into a popular search engine
such as Yahoo or Google. There are at least a couple of websites that have been
updated recently. If other readers have interesting information about “JTT’s whereabouts,” feel free to e- mail us and we’ll relay it, even though we don’t usually do
a celebrity column. Good luck in your quest!
Contact June & Jennie at askjnj@aol.com.
(c)June and Jennie, 2006. All rights reserved. Dist. By DBR Media, Inc.

Beauty Tip
Buy slips in several lengths and replace them once the elastic wears. For
the most discreet linings, buy slips in
the colors you wear most often, like
black, navy, beige, and white. You
want to mute the sheerness of your
garment, not call attention to the color
of your slip.

December 15, 2006
The Home Handyman
At this time of year, it’s a good idea to
walk your property with a shovel and
clear out any areas where leaves and
debris have gathered, including basement window wells, low areas in your
yard and in your flowerbeds. Debris,
like leaves and other dead vegetation,
will retain moisture and attract pests.

Two Minutes by Rix Quinn

The Green Thumb
Gardeners who are really serious about
composting will generally have two
compost bins going at once. That way,
they aren’t adding new fresh waste to
a pile that is almost finished decomposing. If you build your own, you can
make two or three compartments, one
for each stage of decomposition.

The simile - a comparison using
“like” or “as” - can help you clarify
things for your reader.
Remember this description of Santa Claus in “The Night Before Christmas”?
“His cheeks were like roses, his
nose like a cherry ... the beard on his
chin was as white as the snow.”
For more great ideas, order “Words
That Stick” from your local bookstore
or from Amazon.com.
(c) 2006 DBR Media, Inc.
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Sheriff’s Animal Control Report
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Kris Radish’s Commentary

Diane Amantea’s Commentary

November’s political
campaign signs
have
mostly
been removed
from
front
lawns and are
now decorating the insides
of garages and
basements from
one side of the
country to the
next.
It’s amazing how quickly
discussions of
politics
have
turned toward
the Super Bowl,
Christmas shopping, and the weather. Sure, there is still some whining going on by Republicans,
but really, the joy of November’s end is especially wonderful this year because the
campaign ads are gone and because, well, the word, tolerance, is alive and well
once again.
There are probably only three people in the United States who have not received Michael Moore’s “A Liberal’s Pledge to Disheartened Conservatives.” The
pledge has been making its way throughout the Internet as if it is on fire, and it’s
lighthearted in many ways, serious in all ways, and pointed in ways behind that.
The pledge, which is being signed as it’s making the rounds, promises many
things to the disheartened conservatives. A personal favorite of mine is number
eight; “We will never stick our nose in your bedroom or your womb. What you
do there as consenting adults is your business. We will continue to count your age
from the moment you were born, not the moment you were conceived.”
And just in case you haven’t read it, here is another favorite: “When we bring
our sons and daughters home from Iraq, we will bring your sons and daughters
home, too. They deserve to live. We promise never to send your kids off to war
based on either a mistake or a lie.”
There are 12 items on the pledge list, and the one item that sticks out more than
anything is that this is a pledge of tolerance. Now there is a word that has been
missing from the political dictionary these past 12 years since the Republicans
have been in power.
It has been so easy to forget during these past years, many of them really have
been dark years, that this country was founded on tolerance. It was an ideal that
our founding fathers fought and died for and that we have continued to fight and
die for since those revolutionary times.
No, it is not always easy to be tolerant, but it is something to strive for, something to promise, something that can be learned very quickly if you realize that it
is a necessity for a free country.
There is surely a difference between having a lively and often heated discussion and in being intolerant. Tolerant people listen and respond - politely if they
can. Tolerant people realize that not everyone is going to agree with them. Tolerant
people know that sometimes it is painful to have someone disagree with you, call
you names, tell you that you are going to rot in hell because of they way you think
and act, but tolerant people are even tolerant of that.
Fish around for the pledge online and then think about that one word - tolerant
- and see if you are up to it.

Years ago, when
I was in high school,
I took Latin. It was,
after all, a small, allgirls’ Catholic school.
The nun who
taught us was wonderful. She made this
so-called “dead” language come alive for
us. Sr. Bernard also
taught us much of the
history of Rome and
its culture.
I remember one
particular class where
she spoke to us of the
“bread and circuses”
mentality that began
to pervade Rome.
That was when emperors and the senate,
in order to hold on to
their power, provided the ordinary citizens with mindless spectacles (amusements)
at various arenas, such as the Coliseum, and also fed them. The people became lazy
and completely reliant on their government. Thus began the decline of Rome.
Sr. Bernard opined way back then that the United States was in danger of heading in that same direction. She gave us many examples, and I remember agreeing
completely but being overwhelmingly saddened by it.
I bring this up because of a recent phone conversation I had with a dear friend.
He and I love to discuss current events, so we were talking about the results of the
recent election. That’s when he brought up bread and circuses.
He was lamenting the mentality of those people who grouse about all the billions we’re spending on the war in Iraq while Americans “go hungry.” He is astounded, as am I, that people don’t get how important it is for us to prevail in this
war.
For starters, yes, poverty does exist in this country. However, there are organizations AND help from the government for that. There are all sorts of food banks
and pantries run by churches. We do take care of our own.
Second, since when is it the government’s job to provide for our every need
from “womb to tomb,” as it were? No. It’s the government’s job, as laid out by the
Constitution, to keep us safe from enemies who would destroy us.
Still, thanks to the liberals and their increasing march toward socialism (which
began with FDR), we want the government to take care of us if we don’t make
enough money, can’t pay the rent, can’t put the kids through college - whatever.
They even go so far as to call for a redistribution of wealth in this country, in other
words, rob from the rich to give to the poor.
We may not have a perfect system, but this is still the land of opportunity. I can
recall working two jobs, seven days a week, at one time because I had to - it was
that simple. If I hadn’t done that, I could not have been able to afford my apartment
or anything else.
Too, the government has proven to be a dismal failure at running these programs. Just look at Social Security. It’s in real danger, but will the liberals touch it?
No! It’s a sacred cow which has been mismanaged for decades. Still, heaven forbid
we should change it. And let’s not even talk about FEMA. We all know how many
millions of dollars are being wasted and mismanaged by them.
Bread and circuses didn’t work for Rome. It won’t work for us either.

(c) 2006 Kris Radish

Send comments to Diane Amantea, c/o DBR Media, PO Box 21, Hopewell Jct.,
NY 12533, or e-mail: diane.amantea@verizon.net.
(c) 2006 DBR Media, Inc.

Dist. By DBR Media, Inc.
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THUNDER ROAD By Zane Binder

Sports Challenge by Walter Branch

VOLKSWAGEN GTI TURBO

1. What football team had 75 percent fewer women try out for its cheerleading squad
after it won only one game in 1989?
2. What Olympic sport includes fencing, swimming, shooting, running and riding?
3. Who, in 1993, became the first PGA Tour golfer to win three straight tournaments
since 1980?
4. What team won its first of many Super Bowls in 1975?
5. What 43-year-old became the oldest major leaguer to pitch a no-hitter, in 1990?
6. What was the first NBA team to draft a black player?
7. Who were the first father and son to play on the same baseball team in major league
history?
8. What golfer set an all-time PGA Tour record at the 1993 Bob Hope Chrysler Classic
by finishing 35 under par?
9. What college football conference made the most bowl appearances during the
1980s?
10. How many no-hit games were pitched in Forbes Field, the Pittsburgh Pirates’ home
for 61 seasons?
Sports Challenge Answers
1. The Dallas Cowboys; 2. Pentathlon; 3. Nick Price; 4. The Pittsburgh Steelers; 5. Nolan Ryan; 6. The Boston Celtics; 7. Ken Griffey, Sr. and Ken Griffey, Jr.; 8. Tom Kite; 9. The
Southwest Conference; 10. None
(c) 2006 DBR Media, Inc.

Opossum@ix.netcom.com
Reasonably-priced family cars with guts are rare. One that’s overlooked in this
tiny class is Volkwagen’s GTI Turbo. It boasts lots of famed European “feel” along
with enormous driver, passenger, and luggage space!
Up front, the twin cloth buckets are semi-Recaro types with huge side bolsters.
Its door armrests are nicely padded, and there’s even a lock on the glovebox A
decent-size center console
divides the seats; the steering column tilts. The rear bench has generous legroom
for two, and the cargo compartment with standard security cover is large and nicely
finished. Fold down the rear seat, and a cavern appears!
As the front-drive GTI is produced in Europe, you’ll find a decent number of
analog gauges in a vehicle with a $22,700 base price. Surprisingly - for a German
car - there are cupholders and power points.
Turning to standard equipment, you’ll be surprised by the array. Power rack
and pinion steering, electric locks and windows, power 4-wheel disc brakes with
antilock, dual front, side and head airbags, cruise control, traction control, Electronic Stabilization, Anti-Slip Regulation, and Electronic Differential Lock, daytime xenon running lights, an alarm system, mediocre CFC-free air conditioning,
an above average AM/FM/cassette sound system and a powertrain warranty that’s
notable are included.
Powering the 2,811-pound GTI is a fuel-injected, 2.8 liter cast-iron “6” with
2 valves per cylinder. The 172 HP powerplant produces marginal low-end torque
but excels in highway passing ability. Performance from 0-60 was observed at 7.5
seconds, but you’ll need to “twist” the engine. The “6” is smooth and quiet, but fuel
efficiency was recorded at 17 city and 24 highway (EPA 19/26). For the weight and
power level, this unleaded regular-using engine needs work.
Ride and handling are bright spots. Even over large bumps, the Golf makes
passengers comfortable, and the 4-wheel independent suspension keeps the vehicle
stable and level in corners. Make no mistake, though, the ride is firm! The turning
circle, at 35 feet, is average for the genre.
Limiting enthusiastic driving are the tires, Goodyear Eagle GA all-season types.
Though wide, they’re not wide enough; though sticky, they’re simply the wrong
type for a car with this much potential!
Overall, the Golf GTI V6 is bargain-priced with enormous room. Don’t hesitate
even a second to buy one. Despite some cautions, it’s an excellent vehicle!
(c) 2006 DBR Media, Inc.

Fosters Jewelers
18 WEEMS LANE
WINCHESTER, VA
(540) 665-0444

130 E MAIN STREET
FRONT ROYAL, VA
(540) 636-1311

we offer master card ,visa, american express, discover
and
90 days the same as cash !
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The Baby Boomer Nester by Kris Radish
My latest gift from menopause
has come galloping through my
life like an armed rifleman.
I’m dizzy.
Before you start laughing and
ask me if I am blonde, which I
am - and you could be also for 50
bucks a month - let me tell you
that the last gift I got from menopause was mild hypertension so
the dizziness stuff kind of makes

sense.
But this dizzy is really dizzy in a way that has nothing to do with
blood pressure. It’s the hold on to your stomach, wanna fall on your
face, but I only drank water last night kind of dizziness.
Being an old chick, dizziness does not make me panic. Blood does
not make me panic or faintness of breath or a loose cannonball coming through the side of the house. I also have two teenagers. Dizziness is like one free beer. It’s a little blip on the radar screen.
At first, I thought I was dizzy because I am working out so much.
I’m talking about gut busting, bike pedaling, weight lifting, stretching, hopping, leaping, sweating kinds of workouts that have me limping to the car like a prize fighter.
I’ve stepped up my physical workouts because my back, which
decided to rupture one of its own discs, has finally accepted the fact
that I will not have surgery, and it is allowing me to get better by
working it to death.
This, of course, all happened as I was beginning my first leap into
menopause just two years ago. Two years ago when I only got dizzy
if I lay down too fast.
So this morning when I talked to my doctor, who also happens to
be a friend - well, she used to be a friend - she had the same hilarious
blonde comments when I told her this dizziness went beyond anything I have ever known, and I told her I thought I had vertigo.
Well, of course that is what it is, she told me. Menopause-induced
vertigo. Can you believe this? Just when I thought I was getting over
the hump here and on the downside of night sweats and mood swings
and all the other goodies that have been handed to me by this lovely
change in life.
Usually, I love change. I write about it all the time. I embrace it on
a personal level. I encourage it in my children, but this vertigo business is just too much.
Tonight I am supposed to go to a two-hour yoga session with my
daughter. It’s the kind of sweat until you drop yoga class that cleanses you on the inside and on the outside. I am now, two hours before
class, trying to figure out how I will even be able to stand in the class,
let alone stand on my head or whatever she makes us do.
Well, vertigo be damned. If worse comes to worse, I will just sit
back in child’s pose and sweat in place. No doubt I’ll be dizzy, and
surely, it will be right during a hot flash.
(c) 2006 Kris Radish  Dist. By DBR Media, Inc.
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BOOK LOVER’S REVIEW by JOY MICHAEL
POISON MIND
JEFFREY GOOD & SUSAN GORECK
ST. MARTIN’S PAPERBACKS
Peggy Carr seemed to be the perfect mother and neighbor. One day, she becomes ill with
serious burning sensations and has to be rushed to the hospital. A few days later, her two
sons come down with the same mysterious symptoms. After many tests, they discover they
had been poisoned by massive doses of thallium, a fatal chemical which is slowly killing
them. Peggy eventually dies, but her two boys recover.
The FBI steps in to investigate. They suspect the Carrs’ neighbor, George Trepal, and his
wife, Diane. They don’t like the Carrs’ boys whom they are always yelling at to turn down
their loud boom boxes that they play while out in their yard doing chores. One day, Diane
goes over to shout at the boys, and they turn the music down, but Diane isn’t happy with
that. She goes to the front door and shouts at Peggy. Peggy tells her the boys already did as
they were told, and as far as she was concerned, the matter was taken care of.
Thus, Susan Goreck goes undercover as “Sherry Guin” and makes it her job to get
to know George inside and out. He is a very strange guy, but Sherry keeps at him. She
befriends him, and he starts to trust her and confide in her. It seems George is an eccentric
computer whiz and also has a chemistry degree as does his wife, Diane. Sherry tells George
she wants to divorce her husband who is mean and hateful to her. As George gets to know
her better, he comes up with ideas to “take care of her abusive husband.”
Susan and the FBI put all their best people on this case but can’t seem find the evidence that
proves George did this cold-blooded act to the Carr family.
This is a true story and very exciting to see how the FBI handles things and eventually
gets to the bottom of this horrible tragedy.
(c) 2006 DBR Media, Inc.

Your Horoscope by Charles Cooper
ARIES (March 21 to April 19) You’re clear-headed and focused as the week begins.
As a result, you tackle some difficult work assignments with ease. Later in the week, some
holiday shopping is in order.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Group activities are favored this week. Most likely,
they’ll be holiday-oriented. At work, you accomplish everything you set out to do.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Any creative projects you have going are subject to some
revision. With a little ingenuity, you can spark them up to where you’d like them to be. Over
the weekend, social opportunities abound.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) You know how you feel about a certain situation, but you
don’t have to be adamant about it. People will feel more comfortable with you if you show
some willingness to be open. Other people have valid opinions as well.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) You’re a bit frustrated as the week begins. Perhaps you’ve
misplaced something important. If you calm down, you’ll be able to get a grip on this and
locate said item.
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) This is the week to settle a private matter with
your mate. Most likely, this will have to do with finances. Once you clear the air, the two of
you can concentrate on holiday preparations.
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) The news you’ve been waiting for finally arrives.
It’s been touch-and-go, but your patience pays off. This weekend, enjoy good times with
friends.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) A friend somehow gets on your bad side this
week. On the plus side, phone calls and social contacts are lucky for you. Later in the week,
home life is accented.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) It’s a great week for you to get that
holiday shopping out of the way. You find wonderful bargains and can get great deals for
your money. At home, you and your mate experience a spirit of renewal.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Your attention is on domestic matters this
week. Mental activities are also to the fore. Fortunately, you’re able to juggle both quite
successfully.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) You’re at your best when there’s a problem to
be solved. That’s because you enjoy mental challenges. Over the weekend, you and a family
member work on a joint project.
PISCES  (February 19 to March 20) Discussions with close friends prove fruitful. You
learn new things and open up new areas of opportunity. Later in the week, a business concern has your attention.
CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS: Bess Armstrong, December 11; Rush Limbaugh, December
12; Jamie Foxx, December 13; Patty Duke, December 14; Tim Conway, December 15;
Benjamin Bratt, December 16; Milla Jovovich, December 17.
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Sports World by Allan Ornstein
INJURIES STRIKE THE NFL
Donovan McNabb a five-time Pro Bowler, went down on the Titans’ sidelines
and ended up with a torn ACL in his right knee in the Titans’ 31-14 victory.
McNabb was tied with Peyton Manning with 18 TD passes this season before
that game. McNabb has been prone to injury, including missing the last seven
games of 2005 due to a sports hernia. The Eagles finished the season 2-5 without
him.
Green Bay Packers QB Brett Favre injured a nerve in his right elbow in the
second quarter and did not return because he couldn’t grip the football. It was his
historic 251st consecutive start, but he’s questionable for the next game against
Seattle. The Packers were thumped by the New England Patriots 35-0.
Carolina Panthers RB DeShaun Foster was forced to leave the game against
The St. Louis Rams with an elbow injury. The Panthers (6-4) defeated the Rams
(4-6) 15-0.
In Other Sports:
Baseball’s Latest Signings:
New York Yankees re-sign Mike Mussina
Chicago Cubs sign Alfonso Soriano to an eight-year deal worth $136 million
New York Mets sign Moises Alou to a one-year, $8.5-million contract
The Los Angles Dodgers re-sign Nomar Garciapara to a two-year, $18.5-million
contract.
Cincinnati Bengals’ Chad Johnson’s latest touchdown dance was called “pain,”
when he pulled his hamstring. Johnson did return later in the Bengals’ 31-16
triumph over the New Orleans Saints.
The 1972 Miami Dolphins’ record of being the only undefeated team in NFL
history is still intact. The Indianapolis Colts (9-1) were defeated by the Dallas
Cowboys (6-4) 21-14.
Peyton Manning and the Colts looked nothing like an undefeated team, turning
the ball over on four of their first six possessions and coming up empty on their
final two drives of the game.
Manning threw two interceptions after having thrown only three all year.
“It’s not a positive when you lose a game,” Manning said, who also had a seasonhigh 19 incompletes and was sacked twice on one drive after going down only
10 times all season coming into this latest game. “We’re going to find things we
can build on and work out some of the kinks.”
Current QB Leaders:
Drew Brees Saints, 510 Yards
Carson Palmer, Bengals 275
Ben Roethlisberger, Steelers 272
Brad Johnson, Minnesota 262
(c) 2006 DBR Media, Inc.

Time for Tennis
Rhythm, balance, coordination and timing are better
when you wait for the ball. Take your time; don’t rush.
On groundstrokes, you can count silently to five. Starting at the bounce, quickly count one, two, three, four,
and five when you hit, finishing all the way. Take your
time. That’s the best way to play.

Tax Tips
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Most employers offer fringe benefit elections for the following calendar
year at the end of the year, and it’s vital that taxpayers make the time to take
advantage of the tax savings opportunities offered to them. “The choices
employees make now will have tax implications in 2007 and beyond,” explains Bob Scharin, RIA Senior Tax Analyst from Thomson Tax & Accounting, a part of The Thomson Corporation (NYSE:TOC,TSC:TOC).
“The right choice is not always the obvious one; for example, using pre-tax
wages to pay for benefits is not always the best course.”
Below is a rundown of the common types of tax-advantaged benefits
employees can choose to accept at year-end:
401(k) plans. Employees can put aside up to $15,000 of pre-tax earnings ($20,000 if they are at least age 50 by the end of the year) in 2006 in a
401(k) plan. The dollar limits are indexed to inflation and may rise in 2007.
“These plans offer a great opportunity to save for retirement because your
paycheck will be reduced by less than the amount you elect to contribute to
your 401(k) account. The difference is tax savings - amounts that would go
to the IRS if you did not make the contribution,” Scharin explains. “Also,
many employers offer a matching program under which the employer contributes something based on the amount the employee contributes. Think
of that as an extra return on your investment.” Distributions from 401(k)
plans are, however, taxable as ordinary income, but you can defer that tax
by delaying withdrawals for as long as possible.
Flexible spending accounts (FSAs). These accounts come in two varieties: health care FSAs and dependent care FSAs. Health care FSAs let
you use pre-tax dollars to pay for medical expenses that are not otherwise
covered by insurance. These expenses include health insurance deductibles
and co-pays, unreimbursed dental and vision care, and even some nonprescription medical products. The maximum amount you can contribute is set
by your employer. Dependent care FSAs let you use up to $5,000 to pay
for under-age-13 child care (and certain other dependent care) costs that are
incurred so that you can be gainfully employed. Even the cost of summer
day camp is a qualifying expense.
Life insurance. The tax law provides that the cost of the first $50,000 of
employer-provided group-term life insurance is tax-free to employees. Premiums an employer pays for amounts in excess of $50,000 are taxable to
the covered employee. The proceeds of life insurance policies are tax-free
too, regardless of the amount.
Disability insurance. “Here’s a rare instance where an employee can
be better off electing to pay for something with after-tax dollars,” says
Scharin. “Disability insurance benefits that you may receive in the future
are taxable to the extent the premiums were paid for by your employer or
with pre-tax contributions that you made. In contrast, benefits allocable
to premiums you paid with after-tax dollars are tax-free,” Scharin states.
“Although you will be foregoing tax savings on the premiums you pay with
after-tax wages, you will receive larger tax savings should you collect on
disability benefits.” (Keep in mind that benefits can be much larger than
the premiums you pay.) “Remember that your need for the extra spending
power created by tax savings may be much greater should you become
disabled,” he says.
Do not pass up the opportunity to have your employer help you save
taxes via employee benefit plans. After all, the taxes you save are like an
extra raise - one that your employer did not pay out in cash.
(c) 2006 DBR Media, Inc.
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Ask Ev by Evelyn Ludvigson

COMPUTER GURU By Zane Binder

Q. Some years ago, I watched a wonderful miniseries called “Backstairs at the White House.” It had a plethora of stars in it and detailed
the experiences of two women, mother and daughter, who served as
maids in the White House for five administrations. I have looked everywhere to see if it’s available on either VHS or DVD but no luck. Can
you help? Tina H.
A. You’re in luck, Tina. I, too, am a fan of this wonderful miniseries
and highly recommend it for anyone. In any event, it is now on DVD. I
was able to find it on DeepDiscountDVD on the Internet at a reasonable
price. Check it out.
***
Q. I was happy Emmitt Smith won “Dancing With the Stars” but
was disappointed somewhat that Mario Lopez didn’t win it. While Emmitt was certainly charming, his dancing just didn’t come up to the
caliber of Mario’s, who looked, to me, to be professional. What’s next
for Mario? Gina R.
A. As I said before in this space, dancers were voted on by the judges AND viewers who called in or logged onto the Internet to place
their votes. Basically, it was more of a popularity contest, which by no
means detracts from the great job Emmitt did. As for Mario, you don’t
have to worry. He’s had tons of offers pouring in because of his performance on the show. They range from TV hosting jobs all the way to
Broadway. Frankly, he’s ready for the Great White Way! He reminded
me of Gene Kelly with his athletic, smooth moves!
***
Q. What is going on with “All My Children?” I hear that not only
has Vincent Irizarry been let go (Dr. David Hayward), but so has Julia
Barr, who plays Brooke. This is just nuts! Julia has a few Emmys under
her belt, and, of course, Hayward’s the villain we love to hate. What
gives? Caitlin E.
A. You’re not alone in wondering why Irizarry was terminated. Cady
McClain, who recently returned as Dixie, is furious and has said so on
her official website. The truth is, though, ABC, like many other soaps,
has been forced to cut costs, thus the exit of many of the cast. As for
Julia, ABC didn’t want her to leave but offered her recurring status. She
turned them down flat and opted out instead. I can’t blame her.
***
Q. Where has “According to Jim” been? I really miss that show and
hope it hasn’t been cancelled. Also, is Kimberly Williams-Paisley, who
plays Dana, pregnant in real life? I know she’s supposed to be on the
show. Jillian T.
A. The show is slated to return midseason on ABC. However, episodes are already being filmed. As for Williams-Paisley, no, she’s not
pregnant in real life. She will just be wearing a pregnancy pouch to
simulate it. As she puts it, “It’s pregnancy TV-style. We go from announcing the pregnancy to being seven months pregnant to just having
the baby. Once they put us on the air, it happens pretty quickly. If only
it were that easy in real life.” If only!
***
Send questions to Ev c/o DBR Media, Inc., P.O. Box 21, Hopewell Jct.,
NY 12533, or e-mail: deckert@dbrmedia.com.
(c) 2006 DBR Media, Inc.

FREE GAMES AND MORE
Opossum@ix.netcom.com
With the holiday season rapidly approaching, money may get
tighter than ever. There is, thankfully, an enormous amount of free
content on the web. Perhaps the Net’s newest game sensation is Penumbra, an interesting amalgam of horror adventure, puzzle presenter
and first-person shooter. Coded by a Swedish native, it’s sometimes
hard to imagine exactly what one should do next. To many, that’ll
actually be part of the attraction!
Though some of the monsters in Penumbra resemble the nightmarish critters in System Shock 2, there’s no connection. Supposedly, the game was inspired by H.P. Lovecraft, an early 20th-century
psychic and writer. Penumbra (www.penumbragame.com), whatever
it was inspired by, is unusual because just about every object can
- and does - generate a unique sound. This works to the player’s advantage when his character’s standing motionless, trying to discern
what awaits in the cold darkness just beyond vision. Unlike many
games, you’re not toting an arsenal of weapons! On the other hand,
bumping into something, or just walking along, can and will alert
your adversaries. It’s not that other games don’t use similar systems,
it’s the extent of auditory use and consequences that makes this game
unique. A good set of headphones is a necessity! Though Penumbra
is free, it’s actually a demo for Penumbra 2, $25. It’s due for release
by the time you read this. Of course, the developers are hoping to get
you hooked in advance!
Penumbra’s plot, as least in the demo, is simplistic. You play as
Phillip, who’s traveled to Greenland to obtain information about
his recently deceased father. Caught in a sudden snowstorm, you’re
freezing. Just as you’re about to die, a door appears, one that leads
directly to a mysterious underground facility. Making it through alive
is a challenge!
While at Penumbra’s website, check out Fiend. Though somewhat
dated and of the same genre as Penumbra, it’s still lots of fun. You’ll
also find The Energetic Project, a teaching game about man’s stewardship of the Earth.
AMERICA’S ARMY, AMERICA’S ARMY SPECIAL FORCES - Originally designed as a recruiting tool for the military, these
two games plus various add-ons and patches are all geared toward
ultra-realism. These games are as good or better than numerous other
combat simulations. Though they can be easily found by typing their
names into any search engine, Download.com’s servers seem to be
especially good at transmitting them. If you’re a first person shooter
fan, these simulations will satisfy!
FAMILYEDUCATION.COM - Knowing what’s right and wrong
seems to grow more difficult as we age. That’s what Familyeducation.com specializes in, There’s useful information here for moms
and kids, particularly about what kids can learn while on family vacations. It’s definitely worth a look!
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Do you live, work, worship, or attend
school in Warren County? If so, then
you can join our growing family!
Come experience the
Credit Union Difference.
Two locations to serve you:

230 N. Royal Avenue
& 113 South Street in
Front Royal, Virginia
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Italian Restaurant
“Authentic Italian Meals”

·
·
·
·
·
·

Pasta
· Pizza
Steaks
· Chicken
Veal
· Stromboli
Full Course Dinners
Beer, Wine & Cocktails
Banquets up to 100

A Great Taste from Italy to the Valley
Mon thru Thurs 11am - 10pm · Fri & Sat 11-11 · Sun Noon-10pm · Closed Tues

540-635-7133
865 John Marshall Hwy · Rt 55E near 522 Intersection
Member NCUA · In business since 1949 · www.frontroyalfcu.org

Real Estate For Sale - www.directid.us - $5.00 Real Estate Ads
$569,900.00
single family

beautiful log sided chalet. gorgeous windows w/mountain views,
double sided gas fireplace. master on main floor, vaulted great room.
tongue and groove pine ceiling. choose your cabinets, counters and
carpet.

Direct ID: 1263
$469,999.00
single family

cedar & stone ranch style house, vaulted living room w/stone gas
fireplace, screened breezeway, large rear deck, covered front porch,
rustic cherry cabinets, jennair range, 2x6 framing

Direct ID: 1264
$749,999.00
single family

awesome cedar log sided home. porch wraps around all 4 sides. master
bath w/walk-in tile shower, whirlpool tub & marble vanity w/hickory
cabinet. kitchen w/45” jennair cooktop in island, hickory cabinets
w/granite counters. call builder for list.

Direct ID: 1261
$219,999.00
vacant land

~views~views~views~ new subdivision w/ 10 lots available~ all lots
offer views of some kind~ some lots are cleared, some are wooded,
some lots have a creek running thru them, one lot has a pond on it,
other lots offer potential for a pond.

Direct ID: 1254
$649,999.00
single family

~the perfect mountain getaway~ custom built chalet w/ cedar log
siding, stoned foundation, and red metal roof. this home offers a nice
open floor plan~ large great room w/ tounge and groove ceilings, floor
to ceiling stone fireplace w/ log mantle~

Direct ID: 1251
$419,900.00
single family

new chalet under construction, on 5.48 acres with views of the
massanutten mountains! 2x6 exterior framing, great room w/ stone
fireplace,1st floor master bedroom with luxury whirlpool
bath ,hardwood floors.

Direct ID: 1249
$649,999.00
single family

features: basement , fireplace , main floor bathroom , central air forced
air, main floor bedroom, hardwood floors, horses allowed, family
room, laundry room

Direct ID: 1187
$820,000.00
single family

50+ acres of farmland, fenced with water, large barn, garage and 2
story, 3 bedroom, 1 bath brick house for sale by estate of deceased. it
sits on top a little knoll – and it is beautiful from there! a must see!

Direct ID: 1266
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The Creative Cook by Julia Merla
rave reviews for this
dish, and it’s delightfully easy to make.
Remember,
too,
don’t overcook your
pork. Years ago, we
all feared trichinosis.
However, because of
modern methods of
raising and keeping
pigs, that’s no longer
something we need to
obsess over. In fact,
just a tiny bit of pink
in your roast is desirable, since the roast
will be nice and juicy.
However, NEVER do
a pork roast rare, as
you would roast beef.
Just a tinge of pink is
fine.

Successful home cooks know the
secret is at the start when it comes to
holiday entertaining. Seasonal hors
d’oeuvres are the perfect way to kick
off a festive celebration and set the tone
for the evening.
Put a flavorful twist on traditional
holiday appetizers with simple ingredients that are sure to please the palate.
Savory flavor enhancers, such as bacon
and ham, add irresistible taste to just
about any appetizer and can be paired
with surprising fruits, cheeses and vegetables.
Turn your holiday menu into a hit
with holiday guests by including these
suggested hors d’oeuvres:
Ham, Gorgonzola and Pear Crostini
combines sweet and savory flavors in
this elegant party starter. Simply mix
ham, pears, Gorgonzola cheese, cream
cheese, onion and pepper and chill for
at least 4 hours. Pull the blend out of
the fridge and serve atop toasted bread
slices brushed with olive oil.
Bacon and Mushroom Bite-Size
Quiche make an elegant finger food
perfect for mingling guests. In these
bite-size tasty treats, bacon, mushrooms, sour cream and Swiss cheese
are melted together to create a tender,
savory custard filling inside flaky pastry shells.
For the main event, or for your special Christmas dinner, try this Cranberry-Glazed Pork Roast. You’ll receive

CRANBERRY-GLAZED PORK
ROAST
   2 to 4 pound
      boneless
      pork roast
   2 teaspoons
      cornstarch
1/8 teaspoon
      cinnamon
1/8 teaspoon
      salt
   4 tablespoons
orange juice
   1 (16-oz.) can
      whole cranberry
      sauce
Combine cornstarch, cinnamon, salt
in small saucepan. Stir in orange juice
and cranberry sauce. Cook and stir over
medium heat until thickened. Set aside.
Place pork in shallow pan and spoon
over about 1/2 cup cranberry sauce.
Roast in a 350F. oven for 45 minutes
to an hour, basting occasionally with
additional sauce, until meat thermometer reads 155-160 degrees F. Let rest
10 minutes before carving. Serve with
additional cranberry sauce. Serves 8
(c) 2006 DBR Media, Inc.
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Daytime Recaps
ALL MY CHILDREN: Babe, Kendall, Bianca, Josh, Erin and Danielle reeled
after finding Simone’s dead body on the floor at Fusion. Derek suspected Simone
committed suicide, but Zach thought otherwise. Krystal implored Dixie to give up
the idea that she’s carrying Tad’s baby. JR was furious to find that Babe was still
living in the mansion. Upcoming: Kendall tries to shake Annie’s confidence about
Ryan.
AS THE WORLD TURNS: Vienna threatened to expose Simon’s thievery but
said she would forget all about the jewel heist if he came back to her. Later, Simon
begged Carly to keep her silence to Jessica and Jack, seeing as he had a plan. Craig
told Emily that Paul and Meg were getting married, and she realized Paul was
just playing her so she would keep quiet about the bullets. Adam agreed to lend
Casey money to pay his gambling debts, if Casey would stop gambling. Upcoming: Emma aims her gun.
THE BOLD & THE BEAUTIFUL: Thorne asked Hector if he wanted to live
at his beach house for free, rather than live in the fire station because Thorne and
Alexandria were moving in with Taylor. As Stephanie confronted Ann, Pamela
admitted that she realized what went on during their childhood (that Stephanie’s
father abused her), even though she didn’t fully understand it. Hope wanted Nick to
help her rehearse for the Christmas pageant, but Ridge told her that he would help
her instead. Everyone was proud that Stephanie found the strength to say what she
needed to say to her mother. Upcoming: Taylor and Stephanie form a close bond.
DAYS OF OUR LIVES: At the V.A. hospital in Atlanta, Max and Mimi discovered
Philip was taken away in the middle of the night and all information on his case
was now classified. At the diner, the redhead brought Claire back, saying the child
somehow wandered into the back of her car, but later, at Victor’s, she received a
pay-off. John and Marlena were remarried in a beautiful ceremony in Italy. In a
huge moment at the bungalow where Steve and Kayla had hidden out from Victor
20 years ago, Kayla was delighted when Steve remembered everything. Upcoming: Bonnie isn’t through with EJ.
GENERAL HOSPITAL: Alcazar accepted the fact that he’d lost Skye and Lila
Rae forever, but Skye offered him a surprising deal. Carly was unsettled when
Sonny predicted that she would never be able to go through with marrying Jax.
Robin slapped Patrick when he accused her of having survivor guilt because she
was alive and Stone was dead. Colleen planned on kidnapping Spencer and left
a bound Helena to die in the parapet room. Upcoming: Jason, Lulu and Spinelli
make their getaway.
GUIDING LIGHT: Jonathan served Alan with a restraining order and thanked Josh
for standing up to the judge for him and Lizzie. Olivia gave Ava her birth certificate, and Ava realized her birthday wasn’t the date she always thought it was.
When Dinah caught Mallet with a tape he took from her, he wouldn’t play it, and
she and Ashlee both agreed he was hiding something. Gus learned that there was a
possibility he may not be able to father any children. Upcoming: Beth finds something that could break her daughter’s heart.
ONE LIFE TO LIVE: Viki questioned Marty’s motives for testifying in Spencer’s
defense. Rex told Adriana he was certain he made the right decision about Tommy.
The judge made his ruling and decided Spencer’s fate. Blair realized what might be
causing her headaches. Upcoming: Todd resorts
to extreme measures to get what he wants.
PASSIONS: Gwen encouraged Sheridan to
tell Luis she still loves him. Ethan pulled up
Crane Industries on Jared’s laptop and revealed
to Theresa that the company’s pension fund had
disappeared. Despite evidence to the contrary,
Miguel still believed Kay was going to leave
Fox for him. Chad was upset when Whitney
told him they needed to take time apart so she
could think about their relationship. Upcoming:
Rebecca realizes J.T. is blackmailing multiple
people, and she wants in.  (c) 2006 DBR Media,
Inc.
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TOP SINGLES
1. “Irreplaceable” BeyoncŽ (Columbia) Last Week: No. 3
2. “Fergalicious” Fergie (A&M) No. 4
3. “My Love” Justin Timberlake Featuring T.I. (Jive) No. 1
4. “Smack That” Akon Featuring Eminem (SRC) No. 7
5. “Welcome to the Black Parade” My Chemical Romance (Reprise) No. 2
6. “Lips of an Angel” Hinder (Universal/Republic) No. 5
7. “Show Me What You Got” Jay Z (Roc A Fella/Def Jam) No. 52
8. “It Ends Tonight” The All American Rejects (Doghouse) New Entry
9. “Money Maker” Ludacris Featuring Pharrell (DTP/Def Jam) No. 6
10. “When You Were Young” The Killers (Island) No. 12
TOP COUNTRY SINGLES
1. “My Wish” Rascal Flatts (Lyric Street) Last Week: No. 2
2. “Before He Cheats” Carrie Underwood (Arista) No. 1
3. “You Save Me” Kenny Chesney (BNA) No. 3
4. “Want To” Sugarland (Mercury) No. 5
5. “My Little Girl” Tim McGraw (Curb) No. 6
6. “She’s Everything” Brad Paisley (Arista Nashville) No. 9
7. “Once in a Lifetime” Keith Urban (Capitol Nashville) No. 4
8. “Some People Change” Montgomery Gentry (Columbia) No. 8
9. “It Just Comes Natural” Geoge Strait (MCA Nashville) New Entry
10. “Every Mile a Memory” Dierks Bentley (Capitol Nashville) No. 7
TOP DANCE/CLUB PLAY
1. “F*cking Boyfriend” The Bird and the Bee (Metro Blue) Last Week: No. 2
2. “Love’s The Only Drug” Ultra Nate (Silver Label) No. 3
3. “I Don’t Feel Like Dancin’” Scissor Sisters (Universal Motown) No. 4
4. “Jump” Madonna (Warner Bros.) No. 1
5. “Maneater” Nelly Furtado (Mosley) No. 5
6. “Ring the Alarm” BeyoncŽ (Columbia) No. 21
7. “Lost Yo Mind” Pepper Mashay (Live) New Entry
8. “When You Were Young” The Killers (Island) No. 17
9. “Is It Any Wonder?” Keane (Interscope) No. 9
10. “Hard” Africanism (Yellow/Silver Label) No. 7
TOP VIDEO RENTALS
1. Cars featuring the voice of Owen Wilson (Buena Vista) Rated: G
2. Ice Age: The Meltdown featuring the voice of Ray Romano (Fox) PG
3. The DaVinci Code starring Tom Hanks (Columbia/Sony) PG-13
4. Little Man Marlon Wayans (Revolution Studios) PG-13
5. You, Me & Dupree Owen Wilson (Universal) PG-13
6. Mission: Impossible III Tom Cruise (Paramount) PG-13
7. Accepted Justin Long (Universal) PG-13
8. John Tucker Must Die Jesse Metcalfe (Fox) PG-13
9. Over the Hedge featuring the voice of Bruce Willis (Paramount) PG
10. Wordplay Jon Stewart (IFC) PG
TOP DVD SALES
1. Ice Age: The Meltdown featuring the voice of Ray Romano (Fox) Rated: PG
2. Cars featuring the voice of Owen Wilson (Buena Vista) G
3. You, Me & Dupree starring Owen Wilson (Universal) PG-13
4. The DaVinci Code Tom Hanks (Columbia/Sony) PG-13
5. Little Man Marlon Wayans (Revolution Studios) PG-13
6. Accepted Justin Long (Universal) PG-13
7. Mission: Impossible III Tom Cruise (Paramount) PG-13
8. Over the Hedge featuring the voice of Bruce Willis (Paramount) PG
9. John Tucker Must Die Jesse Metcalfe (Fox) PG-13
10. An Inconvenient Truth Al Gore (Paramount) PG
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Chit Chat by Mickey Greene
Well, Tom Cruise and Katie
Holmes are now man and
wife. Gee, I was kind of hoping they’d tie the knot before
the kid went to high school!
Apparently, a Scientology
minister presided over the
ceremonies, which spies
deemed “bizarre,” in terms
of the vows exchanged. I
wasn’t there and have no
clue what they were. I’m
guessing they went something like, “I promise to
love, obey and go up with
you in the Mother Ship,” or
something like that! Andrea
Bocelli, that marvelous Italian tenor, agreed to sing at
the festivities, but he refused
to attend the actual nuptials.
He said that because he’s
Catholic, it just wouldn’t be
right for him to attend a rite
of a different faith. Faith?
Here I thought Scientology was more of a cult and less of a religion, but what
do I know?
Just two days after the ceremony, the couple whisked off for their honeymoon,
said to be the island nation of the Maldives in the Indian Ocean. Italian locals,
though, in the town where it all took place, were kind of peeved. After all, they had
to put up with endless roadblocks, all kinds of security for the star-studded guests,
and basic gridlock for four full days. They were at least hoping for a glimpse of the
bride and groom. Said one resident, “It’s a huge disappointment. After all the hype
and the publicity, nobody has seen anything of this wedding. They did not even
come out to say hello.” What - and mingle with the peasants? What were these
people thinking?
Rumors have been rampant for some time now that Caroline Kennedy Schlossberg and hubby Ed Schlossberg are in some rocky waters marriage-wise. However,
you’d never have known it if you caught them at the recent American Museum of
Natural History gala in New York. As they rubbed elbows with the likes of Tom
Brokaw, Brian Williams, Steve Martin and Alec Baldwin, everyone agreed they
appeared quite affectionate and very “together.”
It’s old news by now, but it still makes my blood boil! I’m talking about an incident that occurred during Barbra Streisand’s 1,057th Farewell Tour (just kidding,
but she always seems to be saying farewell and not going anywhere!). Appearing
in New York, she had just begun a number wherein she sang with a George Bush
impersonator, naturally making fun of the president she loathes so much. I should
mention that prior to that duet, she was bashing him right and left and making fun
of his (to her) lack of intellectual prowess. (Yeah, like she’s some Einstein, right?)
Anyway, a member of the audience had had just about enough and began heckling
her. Ms. Streisand, mustering about as much class as she’s capable of, shouted
back, “Shut the f- up!” Isn’t that grand? What a lady! Grrrr!
Speaking of politics, James Carville, the famous “Ragin’ Cajun,” has found
himself on the outs, sort of, with Bill and Hillary. Given that James was one of the
architects of Bill’s political success, that’s huge. Anyway, the trouble started when
James decided he wanted to launch a coup and unseat the head of the Democratic
National Committee, Howard Dean. That’s because James feels the Democrats
could have won a much bigger margin of seats in the House and Senate had Dean
not been the party’s steward. The Clintons didn’t support him in this, fearing it
would alienate the left-wing base of the party who support Dean rabidly. Hillary
needs that base in ‘08. So much for friendship, eh? (c) 2006 DBR Media, Inc.
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Poor Rix’s Almanac by Rix Quinn
Dear Poor Rix: I just returned from a visit to
a petrified forest. What can you tell me about
these old trees? - Woodsman
Except for a few movie stars with
good make-up, nobody’s older than a petrified forest. Some of these tree trunks are l50
million years old. That’s over a billion in dog
years ... uh, I mean log years.
The trees got trapped in mud way
back in prehistoric times, and couldn’t get
out.
Underground water got into their
trunks, washing minerals through their pores.
(I know this happens, because I’ve swum in
underground water, and it got into my trunks,
too.)
Anyway, water transports minerals. Over time, these minerals turn the trunks
into stone. These buried logs, when uncovered, often lie stacked together.
None of them stand up. But if you were dead, you couldn’t stand up either.
There they lie around our country, devoid of leaves and branches. They remind
us that if you’re a stick-in-the-mud, you’ll miss lots of fun.
Also, you don’t want to go to a petrified forest to select a holiday tree. The
rocklike wood will break your ax. Also, they’re impossible to decorate.
So, remember the lesson of the petrified forest. Stand up as long as you can ...
and keep that water out of your trunks.
Poor Rix offers bad answers to good questions. E-mail him at
rixquinn@charter.net.
(c) 2006 DBR Media, Inc.
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Savvy

by Carol Martin

Senior

The best way to be ready for major life and death decisions is to properly plan
your estate. This means an all-encompassing look at the decisions to be made, who
makes them, and who gets what.
A financial power of attorney is one of the most important steps in estate planning.Whoever you name as your financial power of attorney makes all of your
financial decisions. By specifically picking someone to make those decisions, you
help eliminate controversy and stress. You also avoid the costly and lengthy legal
process of the court making your decisions.
A will is the central part of your estate plan. Your will simply states who will
receive various parts of your estate, including savings, homes, and other assets.
Although you won’t avoid probate, a will may help reduce much of the court and
the government involvement in your estate.
There is another powerful tool that involves medical decisions while you’re
still alive, but possibly incapacitated. This is called a living will. Simply stated, a
living will spells out what specific medical treatments you do or do not want in the
case of a medical emergency that leaves you unable to make medical decisions.
But a living will is only half of the medical documents you should prepare. The
other is a medical power of attorney.
A medical power of attorney is a decision to appoint someone to make medical
decisions if you cannot. If you don’t have a medical power of attorney (also known
as a health care proxy), the decision automatically goes to your spouse. If you are
unmarried, then it goes to adult children or parents. By specifically designating
someone to make the decisions, you make it clear who you want in charge, and
what you want done if the worst happens. While these situations are never easy, by
making it obvious who you want to make decisions and what decisions you want
them to make, your wishes are clear, and it eliminates the opportunity for someone
else to claim otherwise.
(c) 2006 DBR Media, Inc.

Quotes
“Truth resides in every human heart, and one has to search for it there, and to be
guided by truth as one sees it. But no one has a right to coerce others to act according to his own view of truth.” - Mahatma Mohandas K. Gandhi
***
“Out of chaos shall come the New World Order.” - George Herbert Walker Bush
***
“I destroy my enemies when I make them my friends.” - Abraham Lincoln
***
“The world is governed by very different personages from what is imagined by
those who are not behind the scenes.” - Prime Minister Benjamin Disraeli of England, in 1844.
***
“Some of the biggest men in the United States, in the field of commerce and manufacture, are afraid of something. They know that there is a power somewhere so
organized, so subtle, so watchful, so interlocked, so complete, so pervasive, that
they had  better not speak above their breath when they speak in condemnation of
it.” - Woodrow Wilson
***
“Joy is not in things; it is in us.” - Richard Wagner
***
“Our character ... is an omen of our destiny, and the more integrity we have and
keep, the simpler and nobler that destiny is likely to be.” - George Santayana, “The
German Mind: A Philosophical Diagnosis”
***
“The real rulers in Washington are invisible and exercise their power from behind
the scenes.” - Justice Felix Frankfurter, U.S. Supreme Court.

Trivia Time by Walter Branch
1. What New World colony first shipped “Smithfield” hams to London in
1639?
2. Who were the only two members of “the James Boys” not killed or caught
while robbing a Northfield, Minn., bank in 1876?
3. What ant’s scientific name, Solenopsis invicta, translates as “invincible
ant”?
4. What vegetable was once known as “Italian asparagus”?
5. Who was still preparing her dance troupe for performances at the age of
95?
6. What pop artist’s collection of cookie jars fetched $247,830 at a 1988 auction?
7. What war was effectively ended when General Charles O’Hara handed his
sword to General Benjamin Lincoln?
8. What Frank King comic strip was the first to depict characters who aged?
9. What sitcom’s first episode centered around a recording session of the song,
“I Think I Love You”?
10. What North American desert is named for a Native American word for
“three mountains”?
Trivia Time Answers
1. Virginia; 2. Jesse James and Frank James; 3. The fire ant’s; 4. Broccoli; 5.
Martha Graham; 6. Andy Warhol’s; 7. The Revolutionary War; 8. “Gasoline Alley”; 9. “The Partridge Family”; 10. The Mohave
(c) 2006 DBR Media, Inc.
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The Union Hall Lounge opened on Chester Street in Front
Royal. The bar features a full menu, free trivia, karaoke
and dancing, and and several huge plasma televisions.
Entertainment is offered seven nights a week.
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Place Names
ACROSS
1 Dessert choice
5 Finest
9 Cabbage dish
13 Sea divider
14 __ room
16 Pale and listless
18 Brings about
19 “...for __, two, three strikes...”
20 Continuous
22 Sheet material
23 Extra bed
24 Word with bag or cart
25 Eur. nation
26 Accessory
27 Household pests
28 “Knock __!”
30 Certain NCO
31 “__ Wonderful Life”
32 For each
33 Huge corp.
35 To’s opposite
36 Scratch
37 Amphibians
38 Like a smashed carton
of eggs
40 Fleet
42 Material for a
Spanish ring
43 Unfair attack
45 Chou __
46 Colo.’s zone
48 Psychedelic drug, for short
51 Ram
52 Medicinal root
54 “__ apple, B...”
55 Manipulate fraudulently
56 Butter portions
57 “__ or never”
58 Unattached
59 Latin breakfast?
60 Article
61 Asian tea
62 Similar wd.
64 Savings acct.
65 Black cuckoo
66 Montana or Louis
67 Fuel, for some
68 Has an __music

70 Swallow hard
72 Wright Brother, to friends
73 Latin word on U.S. coins
74 More skillful
75 Aunt in Armenti res
76 Toodle-oo
77 Books-to-be: abbr.
78 State of India
79 Orange fruit
81 Batter’s stat.
83 Furnishes
85 Singer L—pez

101 Firms: abbr.
102 Olive family tree
104 Bird found near water
105 Appearance
106 Tin alloys
108 Cap
110 Lower in rank
111 __ the world; sound asleep
112 Poultry purchases
113 Condemns
114 Whoppers
115 Measured amts.
116 Casa ladies: abbr.
DOWN
1 Mozambique
2 Pack animals
3 Sharp

86 Synthetic fabric
88 Journey portion
89 Syllables from the
hard of hearing
91 George Burns’ age at death
92 Early PM
95 1 of 7 Capital Sins
96 Gave victuals to
97 Proportion
99 Antares or Vega
100 From __ Z

4 Feminine ending
5 __ a joke; object of ridicule
6M&M
7 Sioux City?
8 Hummer’s need
9 Part of a pig’s face
10 Light ray focuser
11 Rising times, for most: abbr.
12 See 15 Down
13 State
14 Hilarious situation
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15 With 12 Down, Caribbean
16 Ontario
17 Win easily
18 Show approval
21 School carnival-planning orgs.
23 Phoenix
29 Twentieth-century dictator
Francisco and family
30 Dejected
31 Suffix for sand or oil
33 Troubles
34 Fight result, for short
36 With 107 Down, drink
37 Dame’s forerunner
39 In need of Jenny Craig
41 Slicker
43 Once around the track
44 Small chapel
45 Poet’s contraction
47 Detection apparatus
49 Be __; treat politely
50 Golfing org.
53 One of David’s works
54 “Get __!”
57 Church artworks
63 Foe of Rocky and Bullwinkle
65 Over
66 Task
67 Spice rack jar
69 Border
71 Guppy or puppy
74 “The Streets of Laredo” opener
75 Singing group
78 9/1 forerunner: abbr.
80 For
82 Junior
84 Latin abbr.
86 Sow’s opposite
87 Staked
90 Tavern owner’s purchases
93 Eats nothing
94 Linden, for one
96 Worth and Smith
98 Angers
99 Aquinas’ “__ Theologica”
101 Give up
102 Network letters
103 Be an usher
105 Reverse, for one
107 See 36 Down
109 Ency. volume, perhaps
110 Dentist’s ltrs.
Solution on pg. 39
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You Don’t Say!
Less than 40 percent of all clothing is sold at full price.
***
People first wore clothing for protection. Roughly fashioned garments protected
them from animal bites, scratches, and burns.
***
In 1579, Catherine de Medici ordered up a steel corset designed to slim her royal
waist down to a mere 13 inches.
***
One of the first customers of the “Separable Fastener” (early version of the zipper)
was the US Army. It applied zippers to the clothing and gear of the troops of World
War I.
***
On May 20, 1873, Levi Strauss & Jacob Davis received patent #139,121 from the
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. That day is considered to be the official “birthday” of blue jeans.
***
In the 1920s, a pioneering Paris fashion designer, Jean Patou, invented the designer
tie. He made ties from women’s clothing material, including patterns inspired by
the latest art movements of the day, Cubism and Art Deco. Today, women buy 80
percent of ties sold in the U.S.
***
A Russian dog named Laika was the first creature to fly in space.
***
French writer George Sand carried on an affair with Frederic Chopin.
***
The most expensive bottle of wine sold for $300,000. It was a bottle of 1787 Chateau Lafitte claret engraved with the initials of Thomas Jefferson.
***
A rooster will attack anything that he thinks will harm the hens (that includes
humans). Their spurs (located at the back of their legs) can cause a very painful
puncture  wound.
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