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From the publisher
My radio shows
I recently made the decision
to leave my position as host of
The News at Noon and The Valley Today, which is broadcast
on Oldies Radio 95.3 and Real
Country 1450.
I had a great 14 month run
and learned a lot about the
community, which I think is
second to none.
My managing editor, Roger
Bianchini, is taking over and I
think he’ll do a great job. He’s
really smart and interesting.
This decision will allow me to
focus more on the paper, which
is exploding in popularity at
the moment. It needs me. As
an old friend from Amherst,
Vance Wilkins, once told me, a
business doesn’t run itself. As
much as I enjoyed doing those
two shows, I have learned that
you can’t spend the same hour
twice.
I’ll still be on the Reporter’s
Rountable show once a month
so I’ll get my radio fix once in a
while.
Going free
When I first started Warren
County Report, it was a web
page with local news and personal observations about the
town.
Craig Laird from Royal Oak
Computers helped me out a lot
by setting up some ads and I
put a bunch of Google adsense
ads on the site but we never got
enough clicks to make me feel
comfortable charging. Plus the
Google ads pay so little that it
isn’t worth the effort.
I always wanted to have a
printed publication because
I love to write. Unfortunately
I didn’t have the time to write
enough to fill a periodical on a
regular basis.
I kept thinking about it and
told my friend Cassi Whittington one day that I was going to
eventually start a paper. She
said, “That’s nice, Dan,” and sort
of rolled her eyes. Another one
of Dan’s crazy ideas.
Then one day Roger sent me
an e-mail and said that he and
the Sentinel were parting ways

and he needed a job. The paper
was born.
We started out as a $2.50
magazine and then switched to
newsprint at the last minute to
save money.
Boy did I get beat up over the
price! People were literally angry at me when I would go into
a store. We could call it a magazine all we wanted but when it
was on a shelf next to .35 and
.50 papers, people weren’t paying $2.50!
Within a few days we decided
to switch to fifty cents. So we all
went out with little yellow stickers the had “50 cents” printed
on them and stuck them on
thousands of papers in tons of
stores. I never want to see another sticker!
(Incidently, that’s why the
FREE circle on the cover is yellow. We liked the look of the
sticker.)
Our circulation grew to over
2,000 and started to stagnate.
The other two papers sell a little
over 5,000 copies in the same
county but they have a 75 and
130 year lead on me.
Not wishing to wait 130 years
to build up my circulation to be
more attractive to advertisers
I started speaking with other
folks in the business.
C-Ville, a free weekly in Charlottesville, is a terrific paper that
a friend handed me one day. I
took one look at it and decided
that they really knew what they
were doing.
So I called them and they gave
me lots of great advice. Among
the strong points they made
was that I should go free. So I
did.
Our circulation has exploded
and we ran out of papers just
about everywhere. We apologize to anyone who didn’t get to
their favorite rack in time but
we are printing more for this
issue so we hopefully won’t run
out again.
I suppose as problems go it
could be worse. Running out
of papers is a lot better than
sneaking to a dumpster at night
to get rid of them. (No, we’ve
never had to do that.)
All of us really appreciate
your sticking with us and we

Insider secrets about Warren County Report, great service from a local
tire company and now you can blame your traffic ticket on a turkey vulture! Plus why R-MA photo-genius Cindy Rodney and I are green.

are excited to have so many sort of disappointed.
new readers.
It’s kind of like opening an
So thanks!
empty mail box.
If you promise not to send
Service Tire & Battery
long junk faxes I’ll tell you the
number. It’s 636-1042.
My neighbor Gary Shank noticed the other day that one of
Energy
my tires was low on my car so I
stopped by Service Tire & BatI had a nice talk with County
tery on Royal Avenue and asked Administrator Doug Stanley
them to fix it and check the last week and asked him why
pressure on the other three.
we don’t use the river or wind
In just a few minutes they had to get electricity.
the tire off and returned my car
He explained some of the pros
to me with four nice inflated and cons and we’ll do a story on
tires.
it in the future. It’s a pretty inI asked how much I owed and teresting topic. Wouldn’t it be
the guy at the counter said it neat if we didn’t have to burn
was free since I didn’t have a anything or send our money
hole in the tire, it was just low. overseas to power everything?
Since they wouldn’t let me
In the meantime, I have a
pay, I tipped the kid who did couple of neat stories in my
the work and drove off.
tech column in this issue about
You sure don’t get service like wind energy and what my sisthat in the city!
ter calls a farting car. Can you
imagine taking that for a long
Font size
trip!
Our last issue launched a
complete redesign of the paper
to make it look a little fancier
and easier to read.
One of the things I got a lot
of feedback on was the new
font. People like it but said it
was too small. So for this issue,
I bumped it up to 10 points. I
hope that’s better. If not, let me
know.
Please keep those comments
coming.
Embarq fax line
We now have a fax line.
I’ve had one of those HP Allin-one’s on my desk for quite
some time but I had never gotten around to getting a fax line
installed.
A nice guy from the phone
company came and put it in last
week.
Getting a dedicated fax line
is cool. It’s like being in some
sort of club. You get excited
and find yourself glancing over
at the fax machine every oncein-a-while to see if a fax has
come in as though the whole
world has been dying to fax you
something. Then you see there
is nothing on the tray and get

Read it on the web
We’re sticking the paper on
the web since it’s free. It’s in a
PDF format so you’re actually
looking at the file like the one
that we send to the printer. (Although that one is a lot bigger.)
We’re posting it in this way so
advertisers will be happy. You’ll
actually be looking at the exact
same pages as the print version.
warrencountyreport.com
Vulture picture dangers
A cool girl I know from a
McDonalds’ late-night drivethrough window said she liked
my vulture pictures.
Unfortunately, she liked them
so much that she was staring at
me when she was driving by the
7-Eleven to see what the heck I
was taking pictures of and got a
reckless driving ticket!
Ugh. Sorry about that.
R-MA’s Cindy Rodney
Just a private note here about
the Canon 1D Mark III N in my
tech column: Cindy, I bet you
can’t wait to get one of those!
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These stories show that you don’t have to be rich and famous
to make a real and lasting impact on the lives of your friends
and neighbors.

People

‘OUTA Sight’ focuses Exceptional individuals
Meet Bill Price of Linden
on potentials, not loss
David Lingebach has a vision
even though he has essentially
lost his own.
That vision is of a more effective public apparatus to facilitate the sight impaired toward
realizing or maintaining their
full potential despite vision
loss. In an effort to propel this
vision forward, Lingebach created the non-profit organization OUTA Sight in 1999. At its
website – www.outasight.org
– it is explained the name is an
acronym for Opportunities Unlimited Towards Achievement
without Sight.
At a fundraiser and networking social hosted by Lingebach
and his wife Corinne at their
Warren County home on Saturday, March 10, David explained

that in addition to helping
people who have lost their site
adjust to their new reality, he
has developed an assessment
test to help determine the degrees of functionality of blind
and sight-impaired people with
the goal of developing means to
improve their ability to function in the world. The ultimate
goal of OUTA Sight is the creation of Vision Fitness Centers
to help those who have lost
their sight back into the social
mainstream.
“It’s been a struggle to convince the status quo that things
have to change,” David said.
“They say I’m not established,
so I’m risky.” But what is more
risky, he said, is continuing with
a failing and ineffectual status
quo in services for the blind.
Lingebach pointed to a static,
decades old unemployment

rate among the blind of 70 percent. “So, all this money they
poor into to these programs
(he estimated $1.8 billion to the
blind out of $2.6 billion to all
agencies dealing with physical
handicaps) hasn’t impacted that
unemployment rate one bit.
The system is broken but you
go to social services and other
agencies and they have been
doing things the way they are
for 20, 30 or 35 years and they
are content to just go along as
they are.”
The pilot program testing he
developed has held up well under evaluation at George Washington University Medical Center and Lingebach is trying to
establish OUTA Sight among
the myriad world of non-profits competing for government
grants to institute the program
and develop consequent tools

Roger Bianchini

By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

Jim Smithlin

Concert pianist’s loss of sight leads to advocacy for the blind

By Jim Smithlin
Warren County Report
Bill Price, better known as
“Wild Bill” or “Arkansas Bill,”
was born November 26, 1926 in
Bebee, Arkansas. Only his wife
Josephine calls him “Junior.”
Bill grew up in Arkansas and
at the age of 17 left for the Navy,
where he spent four years as a
gunner. During his tour, he was
forced to bail out of two different airplanes before they went
down.
Josephine married Bill on
January 9, 1949 and they are
getting ready to celebrate their
60th wedding anniversary.
They have five children, ten
grandchildren, and three greatthat could evolve into the Vision Fitness Centers.
He said it is estimated that
the number of sight-impaired
people nationally will double by
the year 2030. “So the problem
isn’t going away, it will only get
worse,” he said.
“You may ask ‘what can I do?’
Well, you know they say it’s not
what you know, it’s who you
know,” Lingebach joked, as he
urged those present to network
with others about the goals and
promise of OUTA Sight. While
financial contributions help
move OUTA Sight forward,
Lingebach added that the organization can also always use

grandchildren. In 1981, Bill and
Josephine moved to Linden.
Bill loves mules, horses, and
dogs. Josephine and Bill each
have their own extensive gardens. Bill worked as a backhoe operator for 41 years and
has operated all sorts of heavy
equipment. He is also a mechanic and has kept his 1969
Alice Chambers backhoe in tiptop condition.
Bill Price is a very giving individual. He is always ready to
help someone who needs it. It
has been a real pleasure knowing him for 17 years.
If you know of an exceptional
individual you would like to
recognize, please contact me at
bluevalley@comcast.net
volunteers.
In addition to its website, listed above, OUTA Sight may be
reached by phone at 1 800-499OUTA (6882).
One life’s example
As his wife, proprietress of
the Royal Plaza Daily Grind,
saw that guests were well
stocked with a variety of snacks
and beverages she assembled
for the occasion, and Sweetie
the Afghan watchdog patrolled
outside, David illustrated the
major theme of OUTA Sight
– that the loss of one’s vision
does not mean the end of one’s
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“So I’m risky.” But what is more risky, he said, is
continuing with a failing and ineffectual status
quo in services for the blind.

Roger Bianchini

People

ability to contribute in a meaningful way to society.
“This will be rather informal,
I’ll just be playing a little background music while people
socialize. It won’t be sitting
around formally like a concert
setting,” Lingebach explained
when asked if it would be better for a photographer to arrive
early before he began playing.
While the setting was infor-

mal at this fundraiser, David
Lingebach is also used to more
formal performance settings,
having majored in music at
both James Madison University
and the University of Illinois,
achieving a Master’s Degree.
Asked if a portrait on the living room wall was of a younger
David, Corinne said, “Yes, that
was the program cover when he
played at The Lincoln Center.”

“I toured for a few years after that,” David said of his 1972
Lincoln Center debut concert.
“But then I got into church music and worked as choir director and organist from around
1975 to 2002.” His longest stint
was at the Dunbarton United
Methodist Church in Georgetown, in Washington D.C. from
1975 to 2002, he said.
As he returned to the piano to

entertain guests on March 10,
Lingebach said he would play a
couple of Chopin Etudes before
closing with a ragtime by Scott
Joplin. While he hoped for “a
little luck” to get through the
Chopin and asked for his audience’s indulgence with any mistakes, Lingebach’s second set at
the piano was a tour de force of
technique and passion, leading
this reporter to almost unload
his old rock concert yell out of
mothballs.
“Oh, I did the Revolutionary
Etude and the Black Key Etude,”
David responded to a query
about the Chopin pieces, “and
closed with the Maple Leaf
Rag, probably Joplin’s second
best known piece after “The
Entertainer.”
Asked about the hearing aids
he wears, Lingebach acknowledged being born with hearing
loss he had estimated at about
25 percent throughout his life.
He said that when he was finally
tested for that loss, he was told
it was 60 percent.
“I guess it was good I didn’t
know that or I might of thought
‘Oh, I can’t do that’ when I took
up music as a child. But what
you don’t know won’t hurt you,
I guess,” Lingebach laughed
with his characteristic humor.
“In fact I didn’t start wearing
hearing aids until my sight got

so bad I couldn’t lip read anymore.”
David Lingebach said after
he started losing his vision in
the mid-1980s to retinitis pigmentosa, an eye condition that
causes deterioration of the
retina, he asked his doctor if
he had known he had the disease for years before it started
to take hold. “He said ‘Yes, but
I didn’t tell you because there
was nothing we could do about
it.’ ”
The OUTA Sight website describes David’s visual acuity
at 20/400 in a 5-degree vision
field. Corinne explained that it’s
as if David sees a blurred world
through a tiny pinhole.
Perhaps amazingly, David Lingebach’s tiny and blurred world
remains filled with wonder and
resources with which he plans
to make a difference for those
who have also faced the terror
of losing their sight. “I tell those
who had their vision then lost
it, be glad you had your sight.
You know what colors are, you
know what clouds look like
– you can remember all those
wonderful things.” And then
hopefully, for others as they
have for David Lingebach, yesterday’s memories will lead to
tomorrow’s dreams.
To contact the author, e-mail:
sunrajah@earthlink.net

Reach thousands of Warren County residents of all ages by advertising. Call (540) 636-1014.
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“I just made a comment to my neighbor that I just had
a little issue with how the school can get away with
showing sort of a controversial video in my opinion.”

Gore controversy

Gore film raises Dem funds, Republican ire

Roger Bianchini

Different settings create differing reactions to ‘An Inconvenient Truth’

Local Democrats gathered to watch some hard science and soft politics
at a March 25 fundraiser. While Global Warming is an international issue
it reaches into every home one way or another, Party Chairman Eric Olson
said.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
The old saying “different
strokes for different folks” was
again illustrated locally in reactions to recent showings of the
global warming documentary
“An Inconvenient Truth.”
On Sunday, March 25, 40 to 50
members of the Warren County
Democratic Committee gathered at Dean’s Steakhouse for a
showing of the award-winning
documentary moderated by
former Vice President Al Gore.
The Democrats were generally silent and attentive, occasionally gasping at particularly
troubling statistics, graphics or
pictures of things like disintegrating polar ice caps, fissures
in the Greenland Ice Cap, altering global weather patterns,
rising ocean levels and temperatures and even corporate
manipulation of national press
coverage of global warming.
No one seemed bothered by the
occasional personal interludes
about Al and the Gore family
history.
But while local Dems found
this mix of hard science, pend-

ing global catastrophe and
subtle politicking palatable,
one parent of a Warren County Middle School sixth grader
found one portion of that mix
harder to swallow.
“I just made a comment to
Bret Hrbek, he’s my neighbor
and he’s on the town council,
that I just had a little issue with
how the school can get away
with showing sort of a controversial video in my opinion,”
Patrick McGinnis said. “It’s
one thing to teach science but I
think it’s a sneaky way of turning our kids into Al Gore followers, I guess you could say.
“I really don’t have any issues
with the global warming aspect,
I believe it’s something that
should be studied and should
be talked about with the kids,”
McGinnis added. “And what
I said is with all the scientists
that are on this issue I’m sure
they have some videos out on
global warming – why would
they have to show this one with
Al Gore?”
McGinnis said that while he
realized his information was
coming through his sixth grader, her understanding was that
the teacher had prefaced the

film with the comment he was
told he had to show it in class.
Warren
County
Public
Schools Superintendent Pamela McInnis said the system
had issued no mandate to show
the Gore film. McInnis said her
understanding was that two
middle school science teachers, John Brischar and Jeremy
Burnworth, had asked WCMS
Principal Alan Fox if they could
show the film in class.
“Alan gave them permission
to do so since part of 6th grade
science and the related Standards of Learning is about living systems and cycles – water,
carbon dioxide/oxygen, nitrogen,” which is part of the film’s
science content related to global
warming,” McInnis explained.
McInnis said if there was any
confusion about a teacher being made to show the film, her
only explanation would be that
a substitute teacher could have
interpreted a teacher’s lesson
plan including the film, in that
way.
“No member of the administration said the film had to be
shown. No political statement
was being made. The content
of the film fit with the SOL for

6th grade and that’s it,” McInnis
said.
McGinnis, the parent said he
had not complained to school
administrators about the film
being shown to his daughter’s
class. “I have no issues with the
school really, my kids are doing
really good in school. So, I can
honestly say I’m happy with the
teachers and the school.”
McInnis, the superintendent,
said there is a procedure in
place for parents to challenge
the use of public schools materials they have issues with. “We
would be happy to have conversations with them,” she said.

doing more things to conserve
energy we might not need this
big increase of power supply
that Dominion says we’re going to need; and we might not
need to tear up our beautiful
hillsides and farmlands to run
some more power lines through
here. That’s one angle on it, it’s
a lot more complicated than
that but it’s a start. So, showing
the film is just one small way
to keep doing things to raise
everybody’s awareness of the
problems of pollution related
to global warming and things
that can be done at all levels to
help.”

Adult choices

Background

At the conclusion of the Warren County Democratic Committee showing of “An Inconvenient Truth,” Party Chairman
Eric Olson explained why the
local Democrats had chosen
the film for a fundraiser and social occasion.
“Environmentalism is an important issue to everybody, locally, nationally and globally.
The Dominion Power Line issue we’re dealing with here, I
think, is quite relevant to this,”
Olson said of one local connection to the issue. “A movie like
‘Inconvenient Truth’ highlights
the need for conservation efforts. If we had more people

Dominion Power is spearheading efforts to run a 240mile, 500-kilovolt power line
between Pennsylvania and
Loudoun County, running entirely above ground through
Frederick, Warren, Rappahannock, Fauquier, Culpeper
and Prince William Counties
to meet projected increases in
power needs along the eastern
corridor in coming years. The
power running through those
lines originate with heavily polluting coal-fired plants in the
Ohio Valley that have had a major negative impact on air quality throughout the Shenandoah
Valley for years.

The Valley’s best Karaoke
and Dance Music
		

Karaoke:			
Sun, Mon, Tue, Wed 		

Dancing:
Thurs, Fri, Sat

Huge Karaoke Contest coming soon!

The Union Hall Lounge
next to Victoria’s Restaurant
Chester St., Front Royal

(540) 636-6811 • E-mail: victoria.rest@gmail.com
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Comments ranged from support of the board in its right to determine the county’s
future “without being held hostage by the town” to an assertion that the town’s no compromise attitude toward growth should set an example for the county.

Public weighs in on county land tradeoffs for water

Roger Bianchini

Public hearing focuses attention on varying growth perspectives

Water, water everywhere and . . . Warren County Board of Supervisors
Chairman Richard Traczyk and County Administrator Doug Stanley gaze
longingly at the McKay Spring, also known as the endless spring, the Town
of Front Royal purchased the rights to out from under a previous county
board’s nose in the 1990s.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
The Warren County Board of
Supervisors got a mixed message from constituents on the
implications of the Town of
Front Royal’s new water policy during a late March public
hearing.
Comments from six speakers
ranged from Harry Hill’s support of the board in its right
to determine the county’s future “without being held hostage by the town” to long-time
county government critic Richard Hoover’s assertion that the
town’s no compromise attitude
toward growth should set an
example for the county.
In between were appraisals
citing both support and concern for the continuation of

town and county policies toward growth. However, two
themes seemed prevalent –
protect the county from future
large-scale development and
keep Warren County’s primarily rural character in tact. But
if those themes were prevalent,
agreement on how best to
achieve them
was not.
Where does
it begin?
F o r m e r
County Planning Commission
Chairman
Glenn
White
told
the board that
following the
County Com-

w
No en
Op

prehensive Plan to the letter
was the answer to stifling unwanted growth. That plan was
reviewed and updated largely
during White’s tenure as commission chairman.
White, who left the commission for an unsuccessful 2004
run for North River District

supervisor, suggested no compromises on land use requiring rezoning for higher-density
subdivisions in exchange for
proffers. He also suggested the
county decline to trade land for
town water and sewer service
to cluster development along
the town-county boundary.
White said the county improved its legal position against
large-scale growth and rezoning requests by eliminating
references to specific areas targeted for future development in
the new Comp Plan.
However, he warns, “The
simple fact is, and the biggest danger is that if you deviate from your Comprehensive
Development Plan, regardless
of how small that deviation is
– you have started down the
slippery slope of devastation to
the county – you cannot save
it.” White said that first deviation creates a domino effect because, “then developer number
two can come in and say to the
county, well my plan is almost
the same and you did it for
them. And if the county says,
‘No, yours is different, we’re
not going to give it to you,’ they
go directly to the courts,” taking
the decision out of the county’s
hands.
White also said the difference
in by-right building numbers
versus rezoned cluster development on Agricultural land
are generally so significant that
the argument on infrastructure
and service expansion costs
becomes irrelevant. You don’t
need the same sort of road,

school and other service expansion for 100 or 200 homes that
you do for 1,000 or 2,000 on the
same land, White says.
White told the board he and
his wife moved to Warren
County from Fairfax, “about 10
years ago to escape the confusion, the chaos, and the general
ugliness that Northern Virginia
had become.” He believes the
county cannot protect itself
from that same ugliness if it
now begins compromising with
developers.

Family
Convenience

• Gas & Groceries

• Car Wash

Golden Trust Mortgage Group, LLC
Purchases · Refinances · 2nd Trusts
· Debt Consolidation
· 100% Purchase Loans
· Programs Available for Most Credit Grades
· Stated Income & Interest Only Loans

Let our family help your family with
all your home financing needs.

Give us a call at (540) 635-4540 or stop
by 216 B East Main Street in Front Royal
Locally owned & family operated by Mike and Shanti Carter

Golden Trust Mortgage Group, LLC is licensed by the Virginia State Corporation Commission · License #MB-3475

• Coin Laundry
Corner of Royal
Ave. & 6th Street
(540) 622-6020

(Under New Management/Owner)
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“Some of the strongest tenets of the Comprehensive Plan are to cluster higher density development around existing villages, including the town, and discourage it elsewhere... The costs of development are lessened and open space is preserved,”

However, County Administrator/Planning Director Doug
Stanley explains that the Comp
Plan changes were not designed
to entirely eliminate compromises that will direct growth
into desirable styles and locations.
“Some of the strongest tenets
of the Comprehensive Plan are
to cluster higher density development around existing villages, including the town, and discourage it elsewhere. By using
such development techniques,
the costs of development are
lessened and open space is preserved,” Stanley said.
Board supporters of compromise on clustering also fear
that existing strains on roads
and services will eventually be
worsened by by-right development.
“That is why clustering in and
around the town center should
be encouraged in exchange for
proffers that will make developers pay their fair share of
the cost of new infrastructure,”
Stanley says. “These goals, as
Mr. Traczyk stated, cannot be

met with 10-acre lot size devel- Town good, county bad
opments.”
Richard Hoover’s opening
Where does it end?
words to the board on March 20
– “I’m here to support the town
At the March 20 Public hear- council and its water policy” to
ing, Scenic 340 Project Presi- his summation that the county
dent Fred Andreae called the should adjust to dealing with
continued extension of town that policy “in a constructive
water and sewer to county land and respectful way” – left little
adjacent to developed and al- doubt about his perspective on
ready serviced areas in confor- town-county interactions.
mance with the county ComHoover began a litany of acprehensive Plan but also “scary cusations against the county
in its implications.”
board and its staff by stating
“One could keep building that the town government alone
adjacent to the existing in- now stands between big buildfrastructure while extending er, high-density development
dense residential development chaos and the people of Warren
across Warren County. Even- County. Hoover also called the
tually the entire county could town’s stance on growth “objecbecome one urban or suburban tive and disinterested.”
area,” Andreae warned.
While North River District
Andreae also questioned the Supervisor Ron Llewellyn’s
domino effect of the county name was absent from Hoover’s
Comp Plan’s recommendation remarks following Llewellyn’s
of a limit of three-percent an- threat of slander litigation
nual growth. “Each year the against Hoover over earlier
two to three percent becomes remarks citing criminal invesa larger and larger number . . . tigations of Loudoun County
Where does it end?” Andreae development Llewellyn has no
asked.
role in, it hung heavy between

Hoover’s references to town
objectivity and Llewellyn’s
contract development partner
Brookfield Homes’ 150-unit
Catlett Mountain cluster subdivision proposal. The county
planning commission forwarded that proposal with a 3-1 (one
absent) recommendation of
approval of a 70-unit increase
over an 80-unit by-right buildout in exchange for a proffer
package to the county of about
$3.7 million.
Hoover also intimated the
county was not abiding by its
own procedures and stated that
if the town had not taken a hard
line on the extension of water
into the county that Centex’s
1,862-unit residential proposal
on 604 acres along the town’s
eastern boundary with the
county “would be a-building as
we speak.”
But Hoover wasn’t the only
speaker to vilify the county
during the public hearing.
Patricia Failmezger, who was
part of a Downtown Business
Association contingent seeking
an as yet unapproved $25,000

H2O
in town funding the previous
day, placed the blame for what
she said were deteriorating
communications between the
town and county squarely on
the county’s shoulders.
“It is inexcusable – personalities may get in the way but let’s
stop this fratricidal nonsense,”
she told the board. Failmezger,
who with her husband hosted a
town policy retreat recently at
their home, called for the board
to allow County Administrator/Planning Director Doug
Stanley to reestablish weekly
meetings with Town Manager
Michael Graham.
Failure to communicate?
Contacted after the meeting,
Traczyk said, “I continue to
communicate with the mayor
and always have when county
and town business needs to be
addressed.” Traczyk also said
the same informal arrangement
exists between the county administrator and town manager.
Stanley confirmed that but said
weekly meetings he initially had

The News at Noon & The Valley Today
The award winning “News at Noon” • 30 minutes of LOCAL news • Weekdays at 12:05 pm
The award winning “The Valley Today” • 30 minutes of LOCAL interviews • Weekdays at 12:30 pm
· local leaders

· philanthropy

· business
· public safety
· round tables
· health
· education

· politics

· issues

· tourism
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H2O
with Graham at the new town
manager’s request no longer
occurred.
“Now it’s like the arrangement I had with previous town
managers. I continue to meet
with Mr. Graham and other
town staff on an as needed basis. I met with Mr. Graham on
Tuesday and Ms. Soliman (chief
town planner) today,” Stanley
said on March 22.”
Traczyk also said the decision
to temporarily suspend liaison
meetings had been a mutual
one between he and Mayor
Eastham after it was agreed,
“the meetings were producing
more negative, side comments
by non-participants in the media than productive conversation at meetings.”
County position
Traczyk also said the county
does follow its own procedures
and Stanley pointed out the
county is legally bound to consider rezoning and other applications in good faith – “Otherwise we could be accused of
being arbitrary and capricious”
by developers with denied applications.
The county administrator
added that planning staff had
still been engaged in dialogue
with Centex and that the ultimate scope of the project that
would be presented to the planning commission was far from
resolved when the plan was
pulled by the developer on Dec.
11.
Following the March 20 meeting, Traczyk also said taking an
absolute hard line on denial of
any rezoning requests or proffer negotiations was a doubleedged sword.
“It is an extremely complicated and emotional issue. With
those who want no growth no
plan is acceptable, even within
three-percent parameters because one soon realizes even
at that growth rate there is an
end to available property somewhere down the road. The nogrowth group accepts the one
house every mile scenario and
never deals with issues that will
eventually crop up like who

“The simple fact is...if you deviate from your Comprehensive Dev. Plan...you have started down the slippery
slope of devastation to the county – you cannot save it.”

pays for roads and other infrastructure when it is needed. I
think it is a short-term answer
that pleases a certain segment
of our citizens but long term it
will be a disaster.”
The town’s policy is . . .
Prior to the March 20 public hearing several supervisors
explained that it was not about
the town’s policy – “The town’s
policy is the town’s policy,”
Traczyk observed.
“We want public input on
how the county is to react to
[the town water policy],” South
River Supervisor Gray Blanton
added.
One thing the supervisors did
not hear any direct support for
was creation of a regional water
authority that would allow the
county to create its own central
water supply for, among other
things, resale to counties like
growth-spurting Frederick.
The town’s new water policy
was passed in mid-2006 in response to a liaison committee
query from Traczyk on what
the town’s future intent was on
the extension of town water and
sewer into the county. Town
representatives requested a
list of written questions on the
subject and responded to that
submission by passing the new
policy into law. The new town
water/sewer policy mandates
that all future water extension
requests be made with a boundary adjustment included that
would transfer county land to
the town if the extension is approved by the town. Town and
county officials both point out
that both governments must
agree to the transfer. Town officials also point out that boundary adjustments, like water and
sewer extension, would be decided on a case-by-case basis.
. . . checkmate?
On the county side the new
town water policy is generally
perceived as a way the town can
control future growth decisions
in the county. Councilman Stan
Brooks commented at a March
13 council meeting that control

of water and sewer is one of the
few tools at the town’s disposal
to control future growth. The
others he cited were zoning
and a Comprehensive Plan. The
town’s Comp Plan, last revised
in the late 1990s is currently
under review.
Prior to and following passage of the water policy, town
officials complained the county
was bypassing town council in
substantive discussion of the
1,800 to 2,400-unit Centex proposal with major infrastructure
and service implications for the
town. The county has countered that information was sent
to the town planning department and it was the town that
dropped the ball in communicating about the huge building
proposal.
While the town views its new
policy as a safeguard against
undue financial burdens on
the town and its citizens, some
county officials have seen it as
a unilateral policy on county
growth decisions.
In response to a question
Traczyk said, “The Council does
not seem interested in working
on issues, but rather in trying
to checkmate [the county on]
any issues of relevance at this
point.”
To contact the author of this
article, e-mail:
sunrajah@earthlink.net

Bret W. Hrbek

Richard L. Mason

Investment Representative
Holly Hill Professional Center
986 John Marshall Hwy Suite C
Front Royal, VA 22645

(540) 635-6830

(540) 635-8229

Investment Representative
115 North Royal Avenue
Front Royal, VA 22630

YARD SALE

Saturday, April 14, 2007
8:00 am to 4:00 pm
“RAIN OR SHINE”
Warren County Workshop, Inc.
37 Water Street
Info: Kathleen Pantano at (540) 636-4960
Help support the differently-abled citizens
of Front Royal and Warren County
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The second letter is a funny spam I got. Even our awful web site provider’s tech support
guys write better. Who falls for this stuff? I wonder why they keep sending them. I guess
if it is automated and you get a little response from morons it works on scale. Weird.

War funding

Editor:

The American Legion opposes the U.S. Troops Readiness,
Veterans Health and Iraq Accountability Act as offered by
Democratic leadership.
The President has submitted
to Congress the FY 2007 Defense Emergency Supplemental
Appropriations.
This legislative request is focused on the military needs for
the troops on the ground, and
it deserve to be debated as submitted by the President without any amendments especially
those not directly in support of
the troops and those regarding
the conduct and prosecution of
the Global War on Terrorism.
Our troops in Afghanistan
and Iraq are dependent on this
funding to support, sustain and
achieve their military missions.
The American Legion strongly encourages timely action on
a separate measure addressing
the remaining non-defense issues needing additional funding, especially those regarding
military health funding for Walter Reed Army Medical Center,
veterans health care, Gulf Coast
recovery efforts, military family housing, and homeland security issues.
It is hoped that Congress will
work in a timely manner to
produce a Federal budget well
ahead of the start of the new
fiscal year.
Cliff Dick
2d Vice Commander, Giles B.
Cook, American Legion, Front
Royal

Scam of the month
Editor:

Urgent Assistance
My name is Jennifer Wilson
i am a dying woman who have
decided to donate what i have
to you/ church. I am 64 years
old and i was diagnosed for
cancer for about 7 years ago,
immediately after the death of
my husband who lived all his
life in America, who has left me
everything he worked for.

I have been touched by God to
donate from what i have inherited from my late husband for
the good work of God, rather
than allow my relatives to use
my husband hard earned funds
ungodly. Please pray that the
good Lord forgive me my sins.
I have asked God to forgive me
and i believe he has because He
is a merciful God. I will be going in for an operation in less
than one hour.
I decided to WILL/donate the
sum of $7,500,000 (Seven million five hundred thousand dollars) to you for the good work
of the lord, and also to help the
motherless and less privilege
and also for the assistance of the
widows according to (JAMES
1:27).
At the moment i cannot take
any telephone calls right now
due to the fact that my relatives
are around me and my health
status. I have adjusted my
WILL and my lawyer is aware
i have changed my will you and
he will arrange the transfer of
the funds from my account to
you.
I wish you all the best and
may the good Lord bless you
abundantly, and please use the
funds well and always extend
the good work to others.
Contact my lawyer in the
Netherlands with this specified
email below and his contact:
Email:
Barrjsnbriggs@aim.
com
Name: Barrister Johnson
Briggs
And tell him that i have
WILLED ($7,500,000.00) to you
and i have also notified him that
i am WILLING that amount
to you for a specific and good
work. I know i don’t know you
but i have been directed to do
this.
Thanks and God bless.
NB: I will appreciate your
utmost confidentiality in this
matter until the task is accomplished as I don’t want anything
that will jeopardize my last
wish. And Also I will be contacting with you by email as I
don’t want my relation or anybody to know because they are
always around me.
Jennifer Wilson

Letters & Opinions
Please send us your letter to the editor!

Warren
County Report

122 W 14th Street
Box 20
Front Royal, VA 22630
(540) 636-1042 fax
editor@warrencountyreport.com
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Voting machines

“The state electoral board and the local electoral boards have gotten very
involved in this issue and have started a discussion, which hopefully will
mediate some of the more extreme proposals.”

Is government rushing to fix the wrong machines?
Is it DRE voting technology or human nature that needs rewiring?
Like others around the state,
Warren County Electoral officials are trying to come to terms
with the implications of a bill
put on Governor Tim Kaine’s
desk for approval by the state
legislature this session – and
they are less than enthralled
with the prospects they see before them.
What they see is $200,000plus down the drain only a
year and a half after one federal
mandate forced that money to
be spent and another $100,000plus now on the table that localities will have to spend to
comply with the new legislation.
“We’ve got a winner,” says
Warren County Electoral Board
Secretary Lee Ruddle. And
Warren officials believe that
winner – 60 Advanced Voting
Solutions Direct Read Electronic voting machines – is not
in dispute like some election
results nationwide in recent
years.
“The simple fact is the integrity of this system is incredible,”
Ruddle said of the WINVote
machines as the state, apparently anticipating federal action, was poised to make all
DRE machines in Virginia illegal – eventually. The legislation forwarded to the governor
allows DRE machines acquired
before July 1, 2007, to be “used
in elections in the city or county
for the remainder of their useful life.”
Responding to a concern of
Warren election officials, 26th
District State Senator Mark D.
Obenshain said that useful life
does not end with the need
for minor repairs. “Absolutely,”
Obenshain said when asked if
minor DRE repairs are allowed
by the new legislation.
Warren County’s DRE machines have three independent,
electronic backup systems that

cannot be lost to power surges
or disconnections, electoral officials say. The AVS machines
also have the capacity for an
internal paper trail of votes
cast. That latter capacity wasn’t
activated for the 2006 elections
here because the state had yet

authorize your vote. And these
machines have proved very efficient in tallying the vote on our
side,” Tobin said.
While this district’s state
House and Senate representatives rushed to assure protesting electoral boards the new

and Secretary Lee Ruddle wish
their side had been heard in the
legislature before, rather than
after the assembly vote. “If they
got input from electoral boards
before they sure weren’t listenThe human machine
ing,” Tobin observed.
At its annual meeting in Hot (at the edge of the precipice)

Roger Bianchini

By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

representatives to be so lop-sidedly opposed by appointed representatives on the same issue,
and utterly extraordinary that
a bi-partisan statewide organization of constitutional officers
could be absolutely united on a
single issue,” Yates said.

Warren Electoral Board Secretary Lee Ruddle seems to be wondering if
brand new DRE machines are now trash or recyclable as County Administrator Doug Stanley stands by and in support of the county’s new machinery. The internal paper roll is clearly visible after the machine was opened
by Ruddle to show that paper trail capacity.
to certify the AVS paper trail, legislation is not necessarily Springs recently the Virginia
possibly because the federal the final solution on existing or Electoral Board Association
government had yet to certify future voting systems, disgrun- unanimously petitioned the
that capacity either.
tled electoral officials asked one governor to delay action on the
The Warren officials point to question – “If that’s the case current voting machine legislanot only their satisfaction with why did they support it?”
tion, SB 840/HB2707.
the reliability, efficiency and
“The state electoral board and
“We do not make this request
integrity of the AVS machines, the local electoral boards have lightly,” VEBA President Arebut that of voters as well. “Peo- gotten very involved in this is- lia S. Langhorne, Chairman of
ple love them, even elderly sue and have started a discus- the Lynchburg City Electoral
who weren’t as familiar with sion, which hopefully will me- Board, wrote Kaine. “. . . we becomputers. When they were diate some of the more extreme lieve this legislation is not yet
shown how to use them, they proposals,” 18th District Repre- fully formed and the ramificawere amazed. People have been sentative Clay Athey said of the tions not yet fully understood.”
very, very happy with them. building uproar.
The VEBA’s senior member of
They don’t let you miss voting
Along with the Virginia Elec- 52 years, Powhatan County’s
on anything by accident. At the toral Board Association, Tobin Elwood F. Yates called the situaend when you review your vote, and Warren Electoral Board tion unique in the annals of Virif you have omitted a vote it asks Chairman Helen Brinkman, ginia electoral board history.
if you intended to before you Vice Chairman Lee Bowen
“It may be a first for elected

While the state drive to
amend existing voting machine
legislation received bipartisan
support – it was co-sponsored
in Richmond by Vienna Republican Senator Jeannemarie Devolites Davis and supported by
both Athey and Obenshain, the
major impetus away from DRE
technology is again federally
driven, Athey says. However,
this drive is coming from the
new Democratic majority in
the U.S. Congress heavily concerned with myriad electoral
irregularities, including electronic voting, that were reported in recent years. The tragic
flaw in such quick fix solutions
ignores one fundamental fact,
Athey believes. “The misunderstanding that the federal
government is having in these
areas is that somehow they can
devise a system in which it’s impossible to commit fraud. And
the only way to devise that kind
of system is to eliminate human beings, which you can’t do
because then there’s no reason
to have the election in the first
place.
“As long as you have human
beings doing the voting, human
being doing the programming
of the machines and human
beings doing the counting, you
will never develop a system that
completely eliminates voter
fraud,” Athey said.
He also agreed that fact has
been illustrated across the
breadth of voting history, in the
U.S. from rural Southwestern
Virginia to the wards of big cities like Chicago and from the
paper ballot box to DRE technology.
“That’s human beings, they
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“At a certain point you stand at the edge of the precipice and decide
whether your own personal integrity is more important or whether winning an election is more important.”

put their lives into things and
they have beliefs and at a certain point you stand at the edge
of the precipice and decide
whether your own personal
integrity is more important or
whether winning an election
is more important. So, some
of this is as old as time itself,”
Athey concluded of the old Machiavellian dilemma of whether, in fact, the end justifies the
means.”
Treading water
“I think this Bill is a place
holder for a year to see what
happens,” Athey added. “Part
of what’s going on with this legislation is that nobody’s quite
sure yet what the feds are going

to say. It might be that the machines that we currently have
with some minor upgrades
– and this was even discussed
– will be sufficient. I think [our]
legislation is more about we’re
not sure what the outcome is
going to be yet, so don’t spend
anymore money . . . And hopefully we get lucky and all we
have to do is spend a certain
amount of money to upgrade
the machines we have.”
In late March, Obenshain said
he saw no major initiative in the
General Assembly to pull back
from the proposed legislation.
But Obenshain agreed the current Bill would not force localities into any immediate action
or expenditures.

Voting machines

Safe and sound?
With HAVA and ADA laws
still in place at the federal level
the move away from DRE technology means a likely switch
to electronic optical scan machines that leave a prominent
paper trail of every vote.
As for the necessity of a paper
trail, Warren electoral officials
point out the county has voted
without one for about 40 years.
The old mechanical lever machines, the integrity of which
were never questioned and
which the DRE’s replaced here
in 2005, had no paper trail or
capacity, they said.
Warren’s DRE machines also
are not connected to the Internet, so cannot connect to
remote locations for possible hacking
of totals. Public outcries
have followed
such spontaneous remote

dialups during elections in
other states with other types of
DRE machines.
AVS, the company Warren
County purchased its DRE machines from, has over 100 years
of experience in the American
electoral process from paper
ballots to DRE. AVS officials
have pointed out that American history is full of documented electoral fraud regardless of
the method of voting.
It’s all tax $$

vote DRE machines about a
year ago was over $197,000 but
that only $6,000 of that was local money.
“But it’s all tax money,” she
said. Tobin also noted that Optical Scan machines were not
even certified in Virginia when
the county had to make a decision on what kind of electronic
machines to purchase in order
to comply with the federal 2006
electronic voting mandate.
So, it would seem the message from above (D.C.), followed lemming like by the state
legislature, has created more
questions than answers as far
as ensuring the American electoral process – a process once
affectionately termed “the ancient public dumb show,” by
an old school, cigar-smoking,
back-room maneuvering politician of the 1930s.

In a letter to Warren County
Board of Supervisors Chairman
Richard Traczyk, Tobin estimates the cost of moving to optical scan technology would be
$97,000 up front, entirely in local funding, with another $7,300
to conduct the first election.
Tobin also estimated another
$4,000 to $5,000 in expenses
for each subsequent election. To contact the author of this arTobin later said the cost of the ticle, e-mail:
purchasing the county’s 60 Advanced Voting Solutions WIN- sunrajah@earthlink.net

Italian Restaurant
“Authentic Italian Meals”

·
·
·
·
·
·

Pasta
· Pizza
Steaks
· Chicken
Veal
· Stromboli
Full Course Dinners
Beer, Wine & Cocktails
Banquets up to 100

A Great Taste from Italy to the Valley
Mon thru Thurs 11am - 10pm · Fri & Sat 11-11 · Sun Noon-10pm · Closed Tues

865 John Marshall Hwy · Rt 55E near 522 Intersection
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WC public schools
Lunch Menus
Elementary Schools

wich

Must select 1 entrée and may Thursday April 12
select up to 2 sides and 1 milk 1. Breadsticks w/ Marinara
Sauce
2. Beef & Cheese Burrito
Monday April 2
3. Bologna & Cheese Sandwich
1. Pizza Bagel
4. Chef Salad
2. Chicken Patty Sandwich
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sand3. Ham & Cheese Sub
wich
4. Minnie Mouse Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly SandFriday April 13
wich
1. Macaroni & Cheese
2. Chicken Tenders
Tuesday April 3
3. Turkey & Cheese Sub
1. Holiday Meal
4. Peppi Pizza Salad
Sliced Ham
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly SandScalloped Potatoes
wich
Green Beans
Roll
2. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sand- Monday April 16
1. Pepperoni Pizza
wich
2. Chicken Patty Sandwich
3. Ham & Cheese Sub
Wednesday April 4
4. Minnie Mouse Salad
1. Beefy Nachos
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sand2. Pizza Pocket
wich
3. Ham, Turkey & Cheese Sub
4. Garden Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sand- Tuesday April 17
1. Baked Breaded Chicken
wich
2. Cheeseburger
3. Chicken Salad Sandwich
Thursday April 5
4. Chicken Caesar Salad
Early Release
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sand1. Hamburger On Bun
2. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sand- wich
wich
Middle and Jr. High Schools
Avail. Side: Smart Chips
EASTER TREAT
Monday April 2
CHICKEN STICKS
Friday April 6
PIZZA BURGER
NO SCHOOL
ITALIAN SUB
SPRING BREAK
ANTIPASTA SALAD
Monday April 9
Tuesday April 3
NO SCHOOL
Holiday Meal
SPRING BREAK
SLICED HAM
SCALLOPED POTATOES
Tuesday April 10
GREEN BEANS
1. French Toast Sticks
ROLL
w/wo Sausage
PIZZA
2. Pizza Pocket
3. Chicken Salad Sandwich
Wednesday April 4
4. Chicken Caesar Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sand- BEEFY NACHOS
STEAK & CHEESE SUB
wich
HAM & CHEESE SUB
CHICKEN CEASAR SALAD
Wednjesday April 11
1. Mini Corndogs
Thursday April 5
2. Fish Sandwich
Early Release
3. Pretzel w/ Yogurt
PIZZA POCKET
4. Garden Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sand- CHICKEN CLUB

The total revenue request to the county following school board
approval of its $47.86 million budget package next week will be
$18.57 million.

School board crunches the numbers
Growing Pains:
School board to request $2.1 million in additional funds
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
At a March 15 work session
the Warren County School
Board was presented with a
2008 budget estimate reflecting the public school system’s
growing pains.
Staff estimates included $1.57
million in costs to open the
system’s two new high schools,
Skyline and the new Warren
County High.
Those increases, including
$870,449 in teaching and administrative positions, coupled
with nearly $2 million in cost
increases elsewhere in the sysBOLOGNA, HAM & CHEESE
SUB
PEPPI PIZZA SALAD
EASTER TREAT
Friday April 6
NO SCHOOL
SPRING BREAK
Monday April 9
NO SCHOOL
SPRING BREAK
Tuesday April 10
MINI CORNDOGS
FISH SANDWICH
TURKEY & CHEESE SUB
CHEF SALAD
Wednesday April 11
SPAGHETTI
W/
MEAT
SAUCE W/WO ROLL
STEAK & CHEESE SUB
HAM & CHEESE SUB
CHICKEN CEASAR SALAD

tem will require the School
Board to request a 13-percent
increase – $2.1 million – in
local funding from the county
this year. The county had initially anticipated a 10-percent
increase in local funding to
public schools. The additional
3 percent of revenue sought
from the county equals just
over $493,000.
The total revenue request to
the county following school
board approval of its $47.86
million budget package next
week will be $18.57 million.
The board of supervisors were
provided with the new school
cost estimates at a budget work

session earlier in the week.
The school board approved
the budget proposal at its
March 22 meeting.
WC Public Schools revenue estimates for 2007-08:
state $27.32 million;
federal $2.28 million;
miscellaneous $168,109;
local $18.57 million
TOTAL $47.86 million public
school budget
(The 2006-07 public school
budget was $44.8 million, with
a local contribution of $16.44
million)

PIZZA POCKET
BACON CHEESEBURGER
TURKEY, HAM & CHEESE CHICKEN CLUB
SUB
Friday April 6
GARDEN SALAD
NO SCHOOL
SPRING BREAK
Monday April 16
CHICKEN TENDERS
Monday April 9
PIZZA BURGER
NO SCHOOL
ITALIAN SUB
SPRING BREAK
ANTIPASTA SALAD
Tuesday April17
HARD SHELL BEEF TACOS
CHICKEN PARMESAN
TURKEY & CHEESE SUB
CHEF SALAD
High School
Monday April 2
CHICKEN NUGGETS
CHICKEN PARMESAN

Tuesday April 3
Holiday Meal
SLICED HAM
Thursday April 12
SCALLOPED POTATOES
SOFT SHELL BEEF TACOS
GREEN BEANS
CHICKEN CLUB
ROLL
BOLOGNA, HAM & CHEESE PIZZA
SUB
PEPPI PIZZA SALAD
Wednesday April 4
SOFT SHELL BEEF TACOS
Friday April 13
RIB-B-QUE SANDWICH
GRILLED CHEESE SANDWICH
Thursday April 5
Avail Side: Tomato Soup
Early Release

Tuesday April 10
HOT DOG ON BUN
STEAK & CHEESE SUB
Wednesday April 11
GRILLED CHEESE SANDWICH
AVAIL SIDE: TOMATO SOUP
RIB-B-QUE SANDWICH
Thursday April 12
MACARONI & CHEESE
CHICKEN CLUB
Friday April 13
BUFFALO CHICKEN WRAP
BACON CHEESEBURGER
Monday April 16
CHICKEN FAJITAS
CHICKEN PARMESAN
Tuesday April 17
BREADSTICKS W/ MARINARA SAUCE
STEAK & CHEESE SUB
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Springfest this year will be silently observed by a snazzy new statue of the United States Air Force Honor Guard.

Randolph-Macon Academy

Roger Bianchini

R-MA Statue Dedication Ceremony
To Be Held April 21
One of only three sets to be made

The rare bronze statues of the U.S. Air Force Honor Guard that grace the lawn of RMA will be dedicated on April 21, 2007 at 10:00am.
From a release:
The bronze sculpture of the
U.S. Air Force Honor Guard
that stands at the United States
Air Force Memorial in Washington, D.C., can be seen in
only two other locations in the
world. One is at the Air Force
Academy in Colorado. The
other is at Randolph-Macon
Academy, an Air Force JROTC
(Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps) boarding school in
Front Royal, VA.
The statue stands at Randolph-Macon Academy (RMA) through the generosity of
Harlan Crow of Dallas, TX; Mr.
Crow is an alumnus of R-MA.
On April 21, 2007 at 10:00 am,
an official dedication ceremony
will celebrate the proud traditions of the U.S. Air Force and
Randolph-Macon Academy’s
heritage in this prestigious military service.
The bronze Honor Guard was
sculpted by internationally renowned sculptor Zenos Frudakis of Glenside, PA. The eightfoot-tall, four-figure sculpture
is reflective of all “Airmen,”
past, present, and future. Mr.

Frudakis’ previous works include life size sculptures of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. and Arnold Palmer, as well as Generals
Douglas MacArthur, George C.
Marshall and William Yarborough.
Randolph-Macon Academy
was founded in 1892 and became an Air Force Junior ROTC
unit in 1975. It was the first coed boarding school to do so, and
it was the only co-ed boarding
school with AFJROTC until the
fall of 2005. Like many military
schools, R-MA struggled during the 1970’s and 1980’s, coming dangerously close to closing its doors. The move to the
AFJROTC program in 1975 is
largely credited with saving the
Academy, which today stands
as one of the premier military
boarding schools in the nation.
This dedication is open to the
public. Following the dedication of the sculpture, everyone
is invited to remain on campus
for the corps of cadets parade
and R-MA’s annual “Springfest,”
a family-friendly community
celebration with games, rides,
and entertainment.

Free Community Event at R-MA April 21
From a release:
Randolph-Macon Academy’s
community fun day was such
a success last year that they
decided to repeat what was intended to be a one-time event.
Re-named “Springfest,” the free
family fun day of bouncy rides,
animals, games, and entertainment will be held on Saturday,
April 21, from 12:00 pm to 5:00
pm.
Springfest isn’t the only activity that day. Things get underway at 10:00 am with the dedication of the recently donated
U.S. Air Force Honor Guard
statue. This sculpture was donated by R-MA alumnus Harlan Crow. It is from the same
cast as the one that stands in
Washington, DC, and is the
second of its kind. The third
and final one will be going to
the U.S. Air Force Academy.
Immediately after the dedication, visitors will be treated to a
parade by the Corps of Cadets
on Riddick Field, featuring RMA’s award-winning marching
band. Springfest opens immediately after the parade, which
is expected to end around
noon.
Springfest itself will be centered at R-MA Middle School.
Outside will be a moon bounce,
a giant slide, and a bungee run
will be available all afternoon,
along with face-painting, a
duck pond, sand art, and jewelry-making, all free of charge.
New this year will be 20,000
Legos® for children to play with

to their heart’s content...or until Sir Brix-a-lot packs them up
at 5:00 pm. Community groups
and businesses such as the Warren Heritage Society, Warren
Rifles Confederate Memorial
Museum, the Warren County
Workshop, Shenandoah River
State Park, Greco Realty, and
Front Royal Credit Union will
have displays to help visitors
learn about the services available in Warren County.
“Another group that is coming is the Front Royal Police
Department’s VIPS [Volunteers in Police Services],” said
Celeste Brooks, R-MA’s Director of Public Relations and
chairperson of Springfest.
“They will offer fingerprinting
for children.”
Entertainment will be on
going all day, and include presentations by R-MA students
and faculty as well as outside
groups. A member of R-MA’s
national championship speech
and debate team will perform,
along with incredibly talented
student musicians. Science and
“speed stacks” demonstrations
will also be held. In addition,
three very popular hits are returning: the U.S. Customs dogs,
5-Rings Martial Arts Academy,
and Luray Rescue Zoo. Last
year, Luray’s brought an alligator, porcupine, and other
animals, much to the delight of
children of all ages.
Tours of the campus will be
available throughout the first
half of the afternoon for people
who would like to know more

about R-MA Middle School or
Upper School. Radio station
Oldies 95.3 will broadcast live
for the first few hours. You can
also meet Sting, R-MA’s mascot! Food will be available for
purchase courtesy of the R-MA
Parents’ Association and The
Apple House.
“Admission and all of the activities are free,” said Celeste.
“We want our community to
come see our campus, meet
our wonderful faculty and students, and just have a good
time.”
If you’re not ready to go
home with the bouncy rides
and games shut down, you can
hurry to Melton Gymnasium at
the Upper School, where the RMA Spring Concert begins at
5:00. It features the band, chorus, and handbell choir, and is
an event not to be missed.
The R-MA gate off of Kendrick Lane will be closed to
traffic. Attendees should use
the R-MA gates on West Main
Street. Parking will be in the
practice football field, just inside the gates, and a shuttle bus
will run visitors from the parking area to the event.
Springfest will be held rain
or shine; in the event of rain,
displays, demonstrations, and
rides will be moved indoors.
For more information, call Celeste at 636-5482, e-mail her
at cbrooks@rma.edu, or visit
www.rma.edu. Springfest is
sponsored in part by Oldies
95.3.

EXCELLENT SCENIC SPRING & SUMMER RIDES

Front Royal Warren County Airport
Airplane Rides

DAILY

For 20 Minute
Scenic Flights
• Group Discount
• Aircraft Rentals
• Flight Training
• Photo Flights
• Glider Club

$55

Per Person

INTRO
FLIGHT TRAINING
$99

Cass Aviation

• Tie Down Available
• Charter Flights
(540) 635-3570
• Gift Certificates
• New Hangers
• New Taxiway
WARREN COUNTY AIRPORT/FRONT ROYAL

CFI
WANTED
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Activities & events
CCWDA Dance
4/6/2007 - 8:00pm - 11:00pm

all loads. Sponsored by the
County of Warren, Anti-Litter
Council of Front Royal/Warren
County and Allied Waste. All
vehicles must display currrent
County or Town windshield decal or County Waste decal. For
more infomration please call
(540)636-4600.

The Country Club Western
Dance Association of Winchester and Front Royal will be
hosting a Country Club Western Dance tonight at Bowling
Green Country Club South. The
public is invited. Admission:
$6.00/members - $8.00/nonCareer Day
members. This is a non-profit 4/20/2007 - 9:00am 12:00pm
organization and has a smoke &
The Career & College Fair will
alcohol free environment. For
more information please call be held today in the Warren
County High School Gym. This
Gail King at (540)635-2353.
event is sponsored by DECA
Bluegrass Party
(student marketing club) and
4/13/2007 - 7:00pm - 10:00pm College Access Network. For
more information please call
You are invited to the Brown- the Chamber of Commerce at
town Bluegrass Pickin’ Party to- 635-3185 ext. 26.
night at the Browntown Community Center. Listen to gospel
Redbud Festival
and old time music. Admission 4/21/2007 - 9:00am - 3:00pm
is FREE. All levels of musicians
are welcome. Acoustic instruYou are invited to the Annual
ments only. Food/drink are Browntown Redbud Festival at
available for purchase. All pro- the Browntown Community
ceeds benefit the Browntown Center today. This is an excelCommunity Center. For more lent time to purchase handinformation please contact made items from local crafters
(540)778-4777 or (540)636- as well as participate in the si3588.
lent auction. For more information please call (540)636-3588.
Day of Caring
4/13/2007 - 8:00am - 4:00pm
Womanless Beauty Pageant
4/21/2007 - 7:00pm
The United Way of Front Royal/Warren County will be teamThe Front Royal/Warren
ing up with Help with Hous- County Relay for Life will be
ing, Inc. and Shenandoah Area sponsoring Ms. Relay for Life
Agency on Aging today for this Timeless Masculine Beauties
special event. For more infor- Womanless Beauty Pageant tomation please call (540)635- night at E. Wilson Morrison El3636 or (540)465-4701.
ementary School Auditorium.
For more information contact
Clean-Up Day
Connie Painter lacp@comcast.
4/14/2007 - 8:00am - 2:00pm net.
Warren County is having their
Spring 2007 Residential CleanUp Day today. Open containers
for bulky items, such as old furniture and appliances, will be
at two (2) County locations: 1)
VDOT Park’n’Ride located on
Dismal Hollow Road at Linden
and 2) Transfer Station located
on Shangri-La Road (Route
613) at Bentonville. Oil/Paint
and Tires (max 20) accepted at
the Transfer Station only. Remember to cover and secure

Fundraising Event
4/27/2007 - 6:00pm

tion please call (540)635-8660.
Bluegrass Party
4/27/2007 - 7:00pm - 10:00pm
Tonight you are invited to a
community jam session at the
Warren County Senior Center located on 12th Street. All
level of musicians are welcome.
Acoustic Intstruments only.
There will be coffee and food
items available for purchase.
Admission is free; however, a
hat will be passed around. All
proceeds benefit the Warren
County Senior Center.
Shrimp/Oyster Feast
4/28/2007 - 4:00pm - 8:00pm
Today everyone is invited to
the Annual Shrimp and Oyster
Feast at the Ivy Lodge located
at 101 Chester Street to benefit
the Warren County Red Cross.
For more information call
(540)635-2333.
Safety & Wellness Expo
4/28/2007 - 8:00am - 12:00pm
You are invited to attend the
Warren Memorial’s Community Safety and Wellness Expo
today. The expo provides FREE
or low cost health screenings to
residents of Warren County and
education information on improving an individual’s health.
Sponsored by Warren Memorial Hospital and the Warren
Coalition. For more information please call (540)636-0300.
WalkAmerica
4/28/2007 - TBA
You are invited to walk in
the Front Royal WalkAmerica
2007 for the March of Dimes.
It all begins at the Fantasyland
Shelter in Lions Park located on
Commerce Avenue. The March
of Dimes is fighting the crisis of babies born prematurely
through research, community
service, education, and advocacy. For more information please
call (540)635-8000.

The Warren County Council
on Domestic Violence is hosting a dinner, fashion show and
silent auction tonight at the
North Warren Volunteer Fire
Department. Tickets are $30.00/
adults and $15.00/children 12
and under. All proceeds will go
to provide services to victims of
domestion violence and/or sex- Courtesy of the Front Royal Visual assault. For more informa- itor’s Center.

American Cancer Society to “Paint
the Town Purple” in Celebration of
Relay For Life Event
From a release:
The American Cancer Society, during the month of May,
will “Paint the Town Purple” in
celebration of its annual Relay
For Life event. Businesses and
residents can show their support in the fight against cancer
by decorating their yards, store
windows, and front doors in a
purple theme. Purple bows are
available for a suggested donation of $5 and all proceeds will
benefit the American Cancer
Society’s research, education,
advocacy and patient service
programs.
This year’s Relay For Life of
Front Royal/Warren County
will be held at Warren County
Middle School on June 8th and
9th starting at 6:00 PM.
The Relay For Life is the Society’s signature fundraising
event. Teams of people camp
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out overnight, walking laps on
a track, socializing, and participating in planned activities.
Teams can be made up of family, friends, co-workers or community groups.
For more information on Relay For Life or to order your
purple bow, please contact
Connie Painter at (540)6369579.
The American Cancer Society is the nationwide community-based voluntary health
organization dedicated to
eliminating cancer as a major
health problem by preventing
cancer, saving lives and diminishing suffering from cancer
through research, education,
advocacy and service. For information about cancer, call 24
hours day, seven days a week
1.800.ACS.2345 or log onto
www.cancer.org.
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Activities & events

Parks and Recreation
Music Reading
(for total beginners)

Dog Obedience

Former Redskin Phil Dubois to host leadership
& teambuilding challenge at 4-H Center

The Warren County Parks and
RES Youth Center
Recreation Department is now
Saturday, April 21st
accepting registrations for their
1:00pm -3:00pm
Dog Obedience class for dogs
16 years of age and up
3 months old and up. Class is
$30.00 for workshop,
held on Tuesday nights, April
$15.00 for materials
3rd through May 8th at the RES
Youth Center Botanical GarFor more information or to dens, 5:00 PM -6:00 PM or 6:00
register contact Barbara Stepp, PM to 7:00 PM. Cost is $75.00
540-635-1919
per dog for the six week session. Owners must bring proof
Instant Piano
of rabies and distemper combo
(for hopelessly busy people) vaccinations when registering.
Class size is limited to 6 dogs
RES Youth Center
per time frame. For more inforSaturday, April 28
mation, contact WCP&RD at
1:00pm -4:00pm
540-635-7750, Monday through
16 years of age and up
Friday 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM.
$40.00 for workshop,
Washington Wizards
$25.00 for materials
vs.
Chicago Bulls
For more information or to
register contact Barbara Stepp,
540-635-1919
Warren County Parks and
Recreation Department will 1st and Goals Presents the
Digital Photo Management sponsor a bus trip to see the First Annual Leadership &
Washington Wizards vs. Chi- Teambuilding Challenge!
RES Youth Center
cago Bulls on Sunday April
Saturday, May 12th
15th at the Verizon Center in Saturday, April 28, 2007
2:00pm
Washington D.C. Bus will leave
4H Educational Center
$5.00 per participant
from Bing Crosby Stadium at
Front Royal, VA
10:30am, game time is 1:00pm.
For more information or to Cost is $55.00 per reservation,
register contact Lisa Payne at limit 6 tickets per household.
www.1stAndGoals.com
lgpayne@adelphia.net
For info.call 540-635-7750.

Wayside Children’s Theatre Presents ‘Getting Off Book”
The 2007 Wayside Theatre
Children’s Theatre Company
will be performing Getting Of
Book, a children’s play on Saturday, April 14th at 11:30 AM
on the main stage of Wayside
Theatre.
The Children’s play, “Getting
Off Book” tells how characters in history, novels, nursery
rhymes and fairy tales are interrupted during the telling of
their stories and get off their
book.
“I am very proud of all the
hard work and dedication the
cast has put into this show to
bring to life some of the fabulous book characters,” says Ar-

tistic Director Warner Crocker.
The play is written by Sarah
Blackwell, our Education Director. It is sure to be a fun
and entertaining theatre for
children and adults.” The play
is directed by Teresa McGrath,
the cast includes Will Lee, Sarah Blackwell, Vaughn M. Irving
and Rex Daugherty.
Admission is $6.00 per person and general seating. Call
(540) 869-1776 to reserve your
ticket. “Getting Off Book” is
sponsored by Wachovia Bank
and Virginia Commission for
the Arts.
Wayside Theatre is the second oldest professional theatre

in the Commonwealth of Virginia and is celebrating its 45th
season of presenting high quality, professional entertainment.
Additional information can be
obtained on the theatre’s website at www.waysidetheatre.
org. Wayside Theatre is located in Middletown, Virginia
on Route 11, Main Street, just
north of the intersection of I66 and I-81. In June it will be
relocating for one year, during
renovations and expansion to
the Middletown theatre, to the
Avtex Administration Building
adjacent to the FR-WC EDA offices on Kendrick Lane in Front
Royal.

ning systems for individuals
and teams.
NATIONAL
INTERESTS
have surged in recent years to
improve youth sports…and we
are grateful. 1st AND GOALS
was formed to go one step further and improve youth through
sports!
What Is This Event All
About?

What Is 1st And Goals All
About?
1stANDGOALS
recognizes that the skills and values
needed to achieve true success
in sports and those needed to
achieve success in academics,
family relations, social interactions, business and community
involvement do not differ.
COACHES, PARENTS and
YOUTH SPORTS ADMINISTRATORS must take the role
of stimulating and guiding the
physical, emotional and social
growth of all players. This approach will provide the all-important springboard that will
allow our youth to make the
leap from success to true significance.
THE YOUTH SPORTS experience should be safe, enjoyable
and competitive. It should provide a permanent foundation
for achieving personal goals
and recognizing the value of
teamwork and leadership.
1stANDGOALS offers principle-based coaching philosophies, tools to help teach the
fundamentals, a coach’s mentoring program and goal-plan-

You’ll be able to…
• Interact with Former NFL
Players
• BBQ with former Redskins,
Buddy Hardeman & Phil DuBois
• Participate in a Ropes Course
Teambuilding Challenge for
Coaches & Players (Parents
Welcome...if you dare!)
• Attend Interactive Workshops for Parents
• Break Out of Your Comfort
Zone!
• Low Ropes Course: Walk
tightropes, negotiate obstacles,
climb walls, and pass teammates
through a giant web. Teams explore risk-taking, leadership,
communication, problem-solving and goal-setting during this
adventure.
• High Ropes Course: Walk
across cable bridges and ride
zip lines through the trees.
Develop self- confidence, trust
and teamwork while suspended
20 feet above the ground.
Professional facilitators establish the context for each activity
and monitor every participant’s
safety.
How Can I Get Involved?
We need participants: Registration is open for this event!
Visit us at www.1stAndGoals.
com
We Need Sponsors! Contact
phildubois@1stAndGoals.com
or glenn.tobias@1stAndGoals.
com
We Need Volunteers! Contact
andrea.tobias@1stAndGoals.
com
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FR/WC Chamber of Commerce Valor Awards

Congratulations to all of our local winners and thanks for your service to our community!

Pamela M. McInnis:
Region IV Superintendent of the Year
From a release:

Warren County Fire and Rescue Valor Award recipients included, from left, Company Nine’s Ricky
Fogle, Sara Fogle, Adam Moore, Todd Brown, chief,
Chris Ubben.

Front Royal Police Officers Brian Whited, left,
and Thomas McIntyre were among the first Valor
Award recipients honored by the FR/WC Chamber
of Commerce.

Warren County Fire and Rescue Valor Award winner Shawn Graber.

Recently at a meeting of the
Region IV Superintendents’
Study Group, Mrs. Pamela M.
McInnis, Superintendent of
Warren County Public Schools,
was named the 2007 Superintendent of the Year
for the region. Dr.
James Upperman,
former superintendent in Manassas
and now chairperson of the Region IV
selection committee,
made the announcement this morning
at the monthly meeting of the Region IV
division
superintendents held at the
Fauquier
County
School Board Office. Region IV includes 20 school divisions in Northern
Virginia: Arlington,
Clarke,
Culpeper,
Fairfax,
Fauquier,
Frederick, Loudoun, Madison,
Orange, Page, Prince William,
Rappahannock, Shenandoah,
and Warren counties and the
cities of Alexandria, Fairfax,
Falls Church, Manassas, Manassas Park and Winchester.
Each of the eight Regional
Superintendent’s Study Groups
forms a selection committee
that may consist of representatives from business and higher
education institutions.
The
eight regional superintendents
of the year will be honored
at the Virginia Association of
School Superintendents Annual
Conference May 6 – 9, 2007 in
Roanoke, and the Virginia Superintendent of the Year will be
chosen from the eight regional
honorees.
The Warren County School
Board unanimously appointed
Mrs. McInnis as Superintendent for Warren County Public
Schools, effective July 1, 2001.
Prior to that time, she served

as Interim Superintendent,
Assistant Superintendent for
Administration, and Director
of Elementary Education and
Instructional Support Services
for the Warren County school
system. She also served as Supervisor of Special Services

proved by the Warren County
School Board and Warren
County Board of Supervisors.
This plan includes construction
of two new high schools (Skyline High School and Warren
County High School) which
will open in the fall of 2007.
The plan also includes renovation of
the current Warren
County High School
and Warren County
Middle School, construction of a new
elementary school,
and HVAC updates
to other elementary
schools.
Mrs. McInnis’
“Trek to Excellence”
motto has truly benefited the children
in Warren County,
as all eight schools
are fully accredited
under the Standards for Accrediting Public Schools
in Virginia. Fewer
than one-half of Virginia’s 132
school divisions can claim this
distinction.
Jim Wells, Chairman of the
Warren County School Board,
stated that “all of the Board
members are pleased that Mrs.
McInnis has been selected for
this honor. It is rightfully deserved and we are glad to extend our congratulations to
her. Her tenure as our superintendent has been marked by
constant forward progress in
all areas. While our system still
has some challenges, Warren
County Public Schools is at a
much higher plane due to her
hard work and leadership. The
overarching statement we use
is ‘the trek to excellence takes
everyone’ and that means from
the frontline personnel and
teachers up to the superintendent’s chair. I believe Pam leads
by example. It is an honor quite
richly deserved and I am proud
to work beside her.”
Roger Bianchini

Awards

in Madison County Public
Schools, and Coordinator of
Special Services and was an elementary teacher in Rappahannock County Public Schools.
Throughout her tenure as superintendent, Mrs. McInnis has
demonstrated a commitment
to providing quality educational programs for the students of
Warren County. She is not only
a strong educational leader,
but she is also a product of the
Warren County Public Schools
having graduated from Warren
County High School in 1971.
She received her Bachelor of
Science Degree in Elementary/
Middle Education from Longwood College in 1975 and her
Master of Education Degree in
Administration and Supervision from the University of Virginia in 1981.
During the past six years,
under Mrs. McInnis’ leadership, a Twenty-Year Facilities
Plan was implemented and ap-
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Three new contributors join us this issue: Jim Smithlin (page 3), Kevin S. Engle, and
Mary Ellen South, who is the founder and president of the Women’s Resource Center
in Front Royal. If you would like to contribute, please contact Dan (page 2).

Poetry & prose

By Kevin S. Engle
When I was a little boy, people often called me the wrong
name. Instead of Kevin, I got
Keith. Nothing against Keith,
but that wasn’t my name. Oh by
the way, my mother said I was
going to be Kimberly if I had
been a girl. I guess my parents
liked the letter K. Anyway, I
got tired of answering to Keith.
You can only correct people so
many times before giving up.
And then, you’re stuck with it.
Which brings me to my
point.
My wife and I recently moved
into a new home – a log home.
Believe it or not, it took more
than twenty years for this to
become a reality. Our builder
was slow, yes, but not that slow.
Whenever I tell people we live
in a log house, the response is
usually something like “I love
log cabins!” I don’t want to be
too picky, but it’s not a cabin.

Thus, in defense of my name
and my home, and what the
heck, my honor as well, I’d like
to clear up some common misconceptions about log houses.
Here goes,
It’s a house, not a cabin.
When people tell me they love
log cabins, I’d like to point out
that Log Cabin is syrup and I
love that too, especially on pancakes. When I think of a cabin,
I imagine a small, dark, one
room building. Our house has
several rooms and even a garage. And we have lights too.
We don’t have an outhouse,
although I could go to the bathroom outside if I really wanted
to. Most of the time, I don’t,
choosing instead to use the indoor facilities, particularly in
the colder months. Frostbite
can be a nasty thing, especially
on certain parts of the body.
We opted not to go with dirt
floors – too messy. Instead, we
upgraded to carpet and wood,

definitely more expensive than
dirt. One selling point of dirt is
the low upkeep. We’ll keep that
in mind next time.
We don’t have to wear animal
furs to stay warm, although we
do wear clothes, most of the
time. Wood is a natural insulator. If constructed properly, a
log house is just as energy efficient and warm, if not more so,
as a “conventional” home.
People who live in log homes
aren’t necessarily hunters.
Yeah, my wife is, but she doesn’t
shoot all of our food. I actually
go to the grocery store and buy
our rations. I am having trouble
finding one that trades in pelts
though.
It even looks nice. Yeah, it
does. Our goal wasn’t to build
an ugly home, especially after
waiting for it for so long.
This is not a second home; it is
not our retirement home. This
is our “365 days a year” home.
Some folks actually choose to
live in a log home year round
– okay, it was my wife’s idea.
I was feeling pretty good about
this log home public service
announcement until I recently
overheard two acquaintances
talking. The conversation went
something like this.
“Did you hear Keith lives in a
log cabin?”
“Really? I love log cabins!”
I give up.
“Kevin lives in an undisclosed
location in Warren County under the Witness Protection Program. If you know where that
is, he would appreciate it if you
didn’t tell anyone.”

First Daffodil of Spring
One warm day in the midst of very cold ones,
Provided the burst of joy from the stem.
Tucked back away from the wind,
The plant searched for the sun.
I stepped out to see the joy,
Yellow (my favorite color) grabbed hold of me.
The cup of sunshine held by a green stem,
Gave me a message I needed to hear.
Spring is coming, it’s not far off,
Soon the winds will slow down,
The sun will warm every garden
And others will bloom for you.
Many warm days are on the way,
Just hold on to that thought.
Meanwhile watch as other daffodils spring forth,
And the small crocus speak to you of rebirth.
Mary Ellen South

en.wikipedia.org

It’s a House, not a Cabin!

				
				

Mary Ellen South
March 15, 2006

New Beginnings Community Greetings
“Introducing Your Business to
New Homeowners in our Community”

***

P.O. Box 1025
Front Royal, VA 22630
540 635-8660

Relay For Life of Front Royal/Warren County

Reach thousands of Warren County
residents of all ages by advertising.
Call (540) 636-1014.

Warren County Middle School
June 8-9, 2007
Opening Ceremony 6:00 PM
Survivors Walk immediately following:
For More Information Call:
Connie at 636-9579 or Tara at 635-7886
Register your team on our website:
www.acsevents.org/relay/frontroyal
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February was slow for all of our tourist attractions this year. Hopefully gas prices will
slow their climb and February’s numbers will be the calm before the summer tourism
storm.

Tourism

Visitors entering Shenandoah
National Park in Front Royal
Feb 2007
1,149 

Feb 2006
4,394

Visitors entering Shenandoah
River State Park in Bentonville
Feb 2007
2,090 

Feb 2006
2,676

Domestic
Visitors

Folks from 18 states and 8
countries checked in last
month!
Feb 2007
187 

Feb 2006
190

From the U.S.A.
162 
155
From other countries
25 
35

CA
CT
DC
GA
ID
ME
MD
MN
NJ
NY
OH
PA
TX
VT
VA
WA
WV
WI

2
3
3
3
1
2
18
8
1
5
3
8
6
2
79
5
2
3

What were they here for?

International
Visitors
Australia
Canada
England
Scotland
Ireland
Germany
Mexico
Norway
Russia

1
6
3
1
2
4
5
2
2

Bed & Breakfast Guides
Christendom College
Conservation & Research CTR
Driving through
Exceptional Hospital in Front Royal
Friends
History/Civil War
Local Resident
Motor Maids (Harley M/C Club
Regional Resident
Relatives
Relocating
Skyline Drive/SNP
Uncertain or no reply
Vacation
Visiting

4
1
2
16
3
3
10
9
18
33
15
9
5
18
17
12

This data was compiled by Front Royal Tourism
Coordinator Don LaFever from the guest registry.
You can find Don and a wealth of information at the
Visitor’s Center on Main Street. (540) 635-5788
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Sheriff’s Report

Report from Warren County Sheriff Daniel T. McEathron. Prepared by
Becky Whited, Administrative Assistant to Patrol.

Warren County Sheriff’s Deputies
Make Large Cash Seizure

Courtesy photo

by Deputy Jeremy Seal, K-9
Deputy Brad Pugh, and the
Virginia State Police Counter-terrorism and Criminal
Interdiction Team. Warren
County Sheriff ’s K-9 Logan
alerted to the odor of illegal narcotics in the vehicle.
During the search of the vehicle deputy Pugh noticed
the spare tire appearing to
have something concealed inside. After letting the air out of
the tire Deputy Poe went to the
driver and asked him what was
in the tire. The driver, Erwin
Robinson, age 34, of Fairfield,
Alabama told Deputy Poe there
was money in the tire. The tire
was cut open and ten white envelopes wrapped with duct tape
containing U.S. currency were
located inside. All subjects
were detained pending further
investigation.
During the interview the
driver stated he was going to
New York to buy 2,000 pills of
Oxycotin.
Assistant Commonwealth attorney Anna Hammond filed
for Asset Seizure Forfeiture of
the U.S. currency. The currency was signed over to the Commonwealth of Virginia by the
driver. The total amount of U.S.
currency seized was $49,010.
No charges were placed on
the individuals in the vehicle.
All subjects were released.

From a release

Courtesy photo

On March 28, 2007 at approximately 10:15 a.m. Deputy
Jason Poe stopped a 1995 Buick
with Alabama registration at
the 300 mile marker on northbound I-81 in Warren County.
After stopping the vehicle for
a broken windshield, Deputy
Poe observed the driver to be
extremely nervous and the two
passengers in the vehicle avoided making eye contact and
were nervous as well. Deputy
Poe observed an overwhelming
odor of air freshener coming
from the vehicle.
The driver stated they were
coming from Birmingham, Alabama and were going to see his
sister in Baltimore, Maryland
and then going to New York.
The two passengers in the vehicle would not answer Deputy Poe when he asked where
they were going. The driver
gave consent to search the vehicle. Deputy Poe was assisted

K-9 Deputy Brad Pugh, K-9 Logan, Deputy Jeremy
Seal, and Deputy Jason Poe

Sheriff’s monthly activity report
Warren County Sheriff’s Department
FELONY CASES INITIATED		
MISDEMEANOR CASES INITIATED
OTHER CASES INITIATED		
NUMBER OF PROPERTY CRIMES
TOTAL CASES INITIATED THIS MONTH
FELONY WARRANTS ISSUED		
MISD. WARRANTS ISSUED		
INDICTMENTS ISSUED		
FELONY PETITIONS ISSUED		
MISD. PETITIONS ISSUED		
TOTAL WARRANT/INDT/PETI ISSUED
CLOSED BY ARREST/PROSECUTION
CLOSED UNSOLVED(inactive)		
CLOSED/PROSECUTION DECLINED
CLOSED BY EXCEPTION		
TOTAL CASES CLOSED THIS MONTH
INTERVIEWS-VICTIMS/WITNESSES
INTERVIEWS-SUSPECTS		
INTERROGATIONS			
LABORATORY/FAIRFAX		
AUTOPSY/FAIRFAX			
SEARCH WARRANTS		
CONSENT SEARCH			
MISC. ASSIST(PD,VSP,S.O.,DTF)
Phase I Background			
Phase II Background			
HOMICIDE			
SUICIDE				
ACCIDENTAL DEATH		
DROWNING			
DOA				
IN CUSTODY DEATH			
MALICIOUS WOUNDING		
FELONIOUS ASSAULT		
ASSAULT AND BATTERY		
GRAND LARCENY			
PETIT LARCENY			
VEHICLE GRAND LARCENY		
3 &4 WHEELER LARCENY		
Motorcycle Larceny			
Moped Larceny			
Boat Larceny			
Attempted B&E			
Unlawful Entry			
B&E/GRAND LARCENY		
B&E/PETIT LARCENY		
B&E/Destruction of Property		
B&E/with intent to commit another crime
Property Damage/Vandalism-Felony
Property Damage/Vandalism-Misdemeanor
RAPE				
SEXUAL ASSAULT ADULT		
SEXUAL ASSAULT CHILD		
ABDUCTION			
CHILD ABUSE			
Eldery Abuse			
False Pretense			
Forgery				
Fraud/Checks or Credit Card		
Fraud/Construction			
Uttering				
Embezzlement			
Identity Theft			
Telephone Scams			
Paving Scams			
Sealing Scams			
Mail Scams			
Robbery				
Strong Arm Robbery			
ARSON				
SUSPICIOUS FIRE			
ACCIDENTAL FIRE			
BOMB THREAT			

JAN
25
0
4
22
29
0
0
0
0
0
0
2
0
3
2
7
150
11
2
2
2
3
4
2
11
0
0
2
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
14
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
3
0
1
0
1
0
0
0
2
0
0
0
0
0
2
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
1
0
0

FEB
11
0
3
4
14
0
0
0
0
0
0
9
44
1
9
63
112
11
0
1
1
2
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
3
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
4
0
1
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0

VEHICLE HIT AND RUN		
VEHICLE RECOVERY		
SHOOT INOT OCCUPIED VEHICLE
SHOOT INOT OCCUPIED DWELLING
Drugs/Narcotics			
ESCAPE				
Search Warrants			
Consent Search			
Misc. Assist (PD,FD,VSP,SO, DTF)

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Animal Control			
Complaints - Town Residents		
Complaints - County Residents		
County After Hours Calls		
Town After Hours Calls		
County Animal Warnings		
Town Animal Warnings		
County Animal Summons		
Town Animal Summons		
County Animals to Shelter		
Town Animals to Shelter		
County Door to Door Checks		
Town Door to Door Checks		
Animals Taken to Veterinarian		
County Animal Attack Reports		
Town Animal Attack Reports		
Traffic Stops (T38)			
VA Uniform Summons 		
(Speeding, Reckless, Poss Marj.
Self Initiated Arrests:
M
(DIP, A&B, Etc.)
F
Arrests From Traffic Stop 10-29		
Notice of Suspension Issued		
Accidents Investigated		
Property Checks			
Warrants Served			
Warrants Attempted to Serve		
Self Initiated Arrests:
M
(DUI, Driving Susp., Etc .)
F
Other Papers Served			
Narcotic K-9 Requests		
Patrol K-9 Requests			
Follow - Up (T82)			
Court Hours:
Gen. District
			
Circuit		
			
J & D		
Public Assists			
Other Agency Assists			

JAN
76
144
2
0
0
0
5
4
19
13
0
0
3
0
0
10
0

FEB
69
157
1
5
10
7
1
3
35
13
0
0
5
5
2
4
1

0
0
0
0
3
152
6
2
6
0
0
0
0
32
6
0
0
4
2

5
2
0
1
1
218
2
3
0
0
0
0
0
16
14
8
6
8
23

Summary				
# Complaints Answered		
# Complaints Assisted		
# Complaints Followed Up On		
# Public Assists			
# Other Agency Assists		
# Traffic Stops			
# VA Uniform Summons		
(Speeding, Reckless, Poss Marj)		
# Arrests from Traffic Stop:
M
(DUI, Driving Susp., Etc.)
F
# Arrest from Traffic Stop 10-29		
# Notice of Suspension Issued		
# Accidents Investigated		
# Property Checks			
# Warrants Served			
# Warrants Attempted to Serve		
# Self Initiated Arrests:
M
(DIP, A&B, Etc.)
F
# Other Papers Served		
Court Hours:
Gen. District
			
Circuit		
			
J & D		

JAN
621
292
149
512
416
332
83

FEB
502
219
95
305
188
180
39

14
2
0
15
23
9059
73
151
9
1
111
40.5
15
18.5

18
5
1
18
15
5695
47
74
15
2
77
34
3
30.5
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Open for lunch except Tues & Sun
Full menu until 1:30 AM every night!
Traditional homemade pub fare
We specialize in private parties!
Piccadilly Street in Winchester
(540) 665-0616

Coalie Harry’s Pub

ENTERTAINMENT & FOOTBALL SPECIALS!
Sunday: Karaoke (15 cent wings for the game)
Monday: Karaoke (15 cent wings for the game)
Tuesday: Trivia ($2 burgers from 4-9 PM)
Wednesday: Karaoke ($2 sloppy joes 4-9 PM)
Thursday: Open Mic ($1.50 burritos 4-9 PM)
Friday: DJ Dance Party
Saturday: The Valley’s best bands and DJs!
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Briefs

Roger Bianchini

ShenTel, Sprint Nextel reach agreement
Shenandoah Telecommunications Company has announced
that its PCS subsidiary, Shenandoah Personal Communications
Company, a Sprint PCS Affiliate of Sprint Nextel, has signed
new agreements with Sprint
Nextel. The new agreements
resolve all matters between the
parties related to Sprint Corporation’s merger with Nextel
Communications, and provide
a new arrangement whereby
Shentel will continue to operate its wireless PCS network as
a Sprint PCS Affiliate of Sprint
Nextel. The agreements modify many aspects of the existing

affiliate relationship, including:
Provide a greatly simplified,
long-term plan for settling revenues and expenses
Upon receipt of any required
landlord consents, transfer to
Shentel the Nextel stores and
employees in Shentel’s PCS service area
Allow Shentel to sell iDEN
products and services
Arrange for Shentel to provide local iDEN customer service
Settle all outstanding claims
between Sprint Nextel and
Shentel.

Dan McDermott

Warren County Report caught Lisa Foster walking her dogs, Max the Great Dane, and Brandi
the Shiatsu along Chester and Crescent Streets
in late March. The pair of six-year-olds, born one
day apart, are great buddies,” Lisa said. “I’ve had
Max since he was two months old but didn’t get
Brandi till she was three. She learned to stay out
from under his feet right off the bat and they’ve
been fine.” Lisa said the canned and pouched wet
pet food recall concerned her since both Max and
Brandi eat both dry and canned food. “But they
eat Pedigree and Alpo and they weren’t on the This fellow from California brought some west
list, so everything’s hopefully okay. For dog and coast-style politics to the Front Royal K-Mart
cat pet food recall info, contact 1-866-895-2708.
parking lot last month.

Inmates to clean up roads
White Post Correction Center detainees to
participate in road side litter collection in
Warren County
From a release:

According to a memo released
by Warren County officials,
Deputy County Administrator
Richard J. Magnifico met with
Robert Kline, Superintendent
of White Post, George Lanham,
VDOT Transportation Manager (Duck Street), and several
White Post staff March 20 to finalize a county-wide secondary
road litter removal campaign.
The agenda included the folJ.J. Kaczyinski and Larry Dahlke now appearing lowing:
in Stones in His Pockets at the Wayside Theatre
Through April 29, 2007. Call (540) 869-1776 for 1. White Post detainees will
commit to roadside litter pickreservations. Photography by Westervelt.

up three (3) days per week possibly more; commencing on
Wednesday, March 28, 2007
2. Road side litter pick-up will
continue from March 28, 2007
through October, 2007 (possibly later depending on weather
conditions)
3. White Post estimates that
their team will clean between
6-7 miles per day
4. VDOT will provide the following:
• Determine pick-up locations
based upon littler volume (1st
road will be Route 340 South
from town limits to bridge construction project- both sides)

COUNTY OF
WARREN
Prohibited Disposition
of Wastes
Cover Your Load
§102-1B It shall be unlawful for any person to
dispose of any garbage;
trash, litter, or rubbish
on a public highway.
§102-2A
No vehicle
shall be operated on
any highway unless it
is so constructed, maintained, or loaded as
to prevent its contents
from dropping or escaping.
§102-2B The loads of
all trucks and trailers
on interstate primary
or secondary highways
or roads shall be either
secured to the vehicle or
covered. Covers used
to prevent the escape of
materials used to transport solid waste shall be
of such design, installation, and construction
as to contain the vehicle’s cargo within the
vehicle.
§102-12
Violations:
Any person who violates any provision of
this article shall, upon
conviction, be punished
by a fine not to exceed
$2,500.00 and in confinement in jail for not
more than 12 months,
either or both.
• Provide safety road signs
(litter removal in progress);
safety vests, orange clean-up
bags, and will remove all litter
bags at the end of each day
5.
County Administration will notify the Sheriff ’s Office regarding each day’s pickup route(s) for Sheriff ’s patrol
to calm vehicle speed
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Briefs
I Sing the
Praise of the
Neti Pot

With the blooming of spring
comes the arrival of pollen, allergies and sinus infections.
Many know the feeling, like
your nostrils are on fire and you
want to itch them off your face.
Well suffer no more - I have a
suggestion - rinse your sinuses
with salt water!
What?
Is this lady crazy?
No. Salt water rinses were
once a common home remedy.
Take 1/4 t salt and dissolve it in
a cup of water. Pour a bit into
your hand, bend over and snort
it up. So easy. I find that town
water has too much chlorine so
I use bottled water for this purpose. One can gargle with this
mixture too. A good preventative too when all the kids at
school are sick. Save time and
money on doctor co-pays and
prescription costs.
The neti pot, a little Aladdin
lamp shaped porcelain pot, is
used to gently direct the water
right into the sinuses. I first
heard about neti pots from our
friend Brian, a mechanical engineering professor who suffered
dreadfully from sinus infections. He proudly proclaimed
that he hadn’t had a single infection since he started using a
neti pot.
“OK Brian” I replied rather
skeptically but filed the information in the back of my head.
I was finally driven to try the
technique when I realized that
my acute sinus infections were

2 manhunts for same man in same day

Financial Focus

Financial Tips for New Parents
By Edward Jones Investments

Dan McDermott

By Leslie Fiddler

No April Fools Joke:

Above, authorities and dogs unsuccessfully
searched the woods on 522 S for a suspect who
fled from Sheriff’s deputies after a chase that
began at Ressie Jeffries Elementary School. Inset, this car, belonging to the father of 20 yearold Brian Thomas Martin of Front Royal, was impounded. Martin (the son) was arrested after a
second chase later that day.
By Dan McDermott
Warren County Report
A Warren County man was
arrested Sunday after allegedly
attempting to flee authorities
twice in the same day.
According to Warren County
Sheriff ’s Department Sgt. Vorous, a deputy on patrol saw a
vehicle parked in the back lot
of Ressie Jeffries Elementary
School on Criser Road at 1:16
a.m. Sunday, April 1, 2007.
As the deputy approached
the driver entered the vehicle
and sped off. The deputy pursued the driver on Rt. 522
south out of town, where the
driver stopped and fled on foot
into the woods.
Despite the efforts of sheriff ’s
deputies, Front Royal Police
Officers, Virginia State Police,
and a few dogs, the driver was
not found.

The car, which was owned by
the suspect’s father, was impounded
A deputy saw the same driver
again later that morning and
pursued him a second time.
Once again, the driver abandoned another relative’s car
and fled. This time he was
caught.
20-year-old Brian Thomas
Martin of Park View St. in
Front Royal was arrested and
charged with tresspassing,
reckless driving, driving on a
suspended license, and eluding
sheriff ’s deputies.
Ironically, Martin was finally aprehended in the front
parking lot of the same school
where the first chase started.
In between the incidents a
Front Royal Police Officer offered a thought. “Yeah, it’s
weird. He wasn’t wanted for
anything,” he said. “He is now.”

moving into my chest and triggering asthma attacks. Now
I am such a fanatic that I give
them away and here I am writing about them.
Some cultural perspective. In

the West we call it “nasal irrigation.” But in India and South
East Asia..Jala neti is an old Indian yoga technique that means
“water cleansing.” It is performed daily usually the first

leges and universities, according to
the College Board. If college costs
were to rise five percent every year,
today’s newborns can expect to pay
about $162,000 for four years at a
public school. In short, you’ve got
quite an incentive to save for college — early and often.
In building a college fund, the
earlier you start saving, the better.
Fortunately, you have some attractive savings vehicles available, such
as a Section 529 plan or a Coverdell
Education Savings Account, both
of which can offer tax-advantaged
ways to save for college. To determine if these plans are suitable for
your needs, consult with your financial and tax advisors.
In addition to a college fund,
you may want to open a separate
investment account for your new
child. You can set up a custodial
account as established by either
the Uniform Gift to Minors Act
(UGMA) or the Uniform Transfers to Minors Act (UTMA). In
an UGMA or UTMA account, the
first $850 of annual investment income is tax-free to a child under
14, and the next $850 is taxed at
the child’s rate. Any amount over
$1,700 will be taxed at your rate.
Keep in mind, though, that once
you make a gift to your child, it is
“irrevocable” — which means you
no longer have any legal access to,
or authority over, the funds. Before proceeding with an UGMA or
UTMA account, make sure to consult with your tax advisor.
When you have new children,
you have a lot to think about. Just
make sure one of the things you’re
thinking about is their financial security.

If you’ve just had a child, you
are no doubt excited and happy,
though you could probably use
a little more sleep. And if you’re
like most new parents, you have
big dreams for your little one. But
if you’re going to help make those
dreams come true, you’re going to
need to make the right financial
moves. And the best time to start
is now.
To begin with, you’ll want to
evaluate your life insurance. When
you first started out in the working
world and you were only looking
after yourself, you probably didn’t
need a whole lot of insurance. After
you’re married, though, you’ll want
enough insurance to at least help
your spouse pay off your mortgage.
And once you have children, you’ll
add a new dimension to your life
insurance needs, because you’ll
want to have enough coverage to
educate your kids, and perhaps set
them up in adult life.
How much insurance does that
take? There’s no one “right” answer
for everyone. You will have to consider a variety of variables, such as
your spouse’s income, how many
children you have, what type of college — public or private — you’d
like them to attend and how much
you’d like to give them to begin
their working lives.
Beyond obtaining enough insurance, what other financial
moves should you make upon the
addition of a child? Consider setting up a college fund. As you may
know, college has become quite expensive in recent years. In fact, for
the 2006-2007 school year, it costs,
on average, $16,357 for students
attending four-year public col- 			

thing in the morning with other
cleansing practices. Sometimes
it is done more often such as at
the end of the day if you work
or live in a polluted or dusty
environment. Jala neti, though
relatively less known in western
culture, is a common practice
... performed as routinely as

- EJ$

brushing the teeth. From Wikipedia.
One can also get esoteric
about the salt used for irrigation
but I advise starting with the
materials at hand. Neti pots are
available at health food stores
and pharmacies, the more refined salts at the former.
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Richmond report
From releases:
Porn filters
On Thursday, Governor Timothy Kaine signed legislation
co-patroned by Senator Mark
Obenshain (R-Harrisonburg)
along with Senate Majority
Leader, Senator Walter Stosch
(R-Henrico) that will require
public libraries in Virginia to
install internet filters on public computers. The measure
will prevent patrons of public
libraries from accessing lewd
or pornographic websites on
computers funded by state taxpayer.
Senator Obenshain expressed
his satisfaction with the Governor’s decision. “This bill will
help protect children and other
citizens who view the library as
a safe and secure learning environment. It will also prevent
taxpayer dollars from funding
inappropriate and obscene behaviors at public libraries. I am
quite pleased that Governor
Kaine signed the legislation.”
Senate Bill 1393 passed the
House of Delegates 86-1 1 and
made it through the Senate by a
vote of 37-3 in February. Senate
Bill 1393 is modeled after the
Children’s Internet Protection
Act that Congress passed in
2000. This federal law provides
that no federal funds would
be made available to libraries
unless they installed filters on
their public internet terminals.
The American Library Association and many library systems
across Virginia stubbornly have
decided not to install the filters,
to forgo federal funds, and to
exist solely on the support of
state and local government.
With the passage of Senate
Bill 1393, those libraries that
had previously chosen not to
install internet filters under the
Children’s Internet Protection
Act would also have to forgo
state funding unless such filters
were installed. If these libraries choose to install the filters
with passage of this legislation,
they would then be eligible to
receive federal funding as well.
After sponsoring the measure
the previous three legislative

sessions, Senator Obenshain
is satisfied that the bill found
success this year. The bipartisan support and Governor’s
backing demonstrate the need
for library internet filter legislation in Virginia. “I am glad
my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle recognized the importance of this legislation and the
need to stand up and protect
our libraries and our children
from the many online dangers
that are just a few clicks away,”
Obenshain said.
With the Governor’s signature today, the bill will become
Virginia law as of July 1,2007.
Senator Obenshain represents
the twenty-sixth district in the
Virginia Senate. The district includes the city of Harrisonburg
and the counties of Warren,
Shenandoah, Page, Rappahannock and Rockingham (part).
Eminent domain
On Monday, Governor Timothy Kaine amended legislation
that would enact significant
reforms to Virginia’s Eminent
Domain laws. Senator Mark D.
Obenshain (R-Harrisonburg)
sponsored legislation (SB 1096)
that was incorporated into SB
78 1, one of several Eminent
Domain bills the Governor
amended Monday.
The legislation was adopted
to address and remedy the erosion of property rights that accompanied the U.S. Supreme
Court’s highly divisive decision
in Kelo v. City ofNew London,
545 US 469 (2005). That decision permitted governmental
seizures of privately owned
property even if the proposed
“public use’’ is the transfer of
the property to another private
owner or developer who can
generate more tax revenue.
The Governor amended the
legislation to expand the ability
of redevelopment authorities to
condemn blighted properties.
The bill, as passed by the General Assembly, was intended to
prevent sweeping condemnation of entire neighborhoods in
the name of blight, thereby forcibly taking homes or properties
from their owners because oth-

Mark Obenshain represents the twenty-sixth district in the Virginia
Senate. The district includes the city of Harrisonburg and the counties
of Warren, Shenandoah, Page, Rappahannock and Rockingham (part).

ers in the area hawe not cared
for their property. Obenshain
commented,
“For the most part, the Governor’s amendments are technical in nature. Legislators will
closely examine the impact of
the amendments, in particular one significant portion that
would give the City of Norfolk and it’s Redevelopment
and Housing Authority more
sweeping eminent domain authority for a recreation facility,
provided that any exercise of
eminent domain occurs before
July 1,2010.”
In addition to his work in the
Senate with SB 1096 and SB 78
1, Obenshain served as the lead
Senate Conferee on HB 2954,
sponsored by Delegate Rob Bell
(R-Charlottesville). HB 2954
also was amended by the Governor on Monday.
Obenshain expressed his optimism that the final version of
the bill will meaningfully protect the rights of property owners. “I have worked on this issue
for two years with Senator Cuccinelli, Delegate Bell and others,
and I believe this is one of the
most important bills to emerge
from the General Assembly in
recent years. I am proud of the
work we have done to protect
Virginians’ property rights and
hope my colleagues in Richmond will agree, and will finish
the job next week.”
Repeat violators of
protective orders
On Monday, Governor Kaine
signed legislation that would
stiffen penalties for repeat violators of protective orders. Senator Mark D. Obenshain (R-Harrisonburg) and Delegate Matt
Lohr (RRockingham County)
sponsored companion bills during the 2007 legislative session
which will provide for mandatory confinement of 60 days for
second violations of protective
orders and six months for third
and subsequent offenses. The
Governor signed HB 1982 into
law on Monday, and proposed
amendments that would make
Obenshain’s SB 1237 conform
to the Lohr legislation and re-

move a minor change made
by the House Courts of Justice
Committee in the closing days
of the Session. Both bills passed
the House of Delegates and
Senate by a unanimous vote.
Currently, an individual who
continually violates a protective
order is not subject to harsher
penalties for each additional
violation.
Senator Obenshain expressed
his satisfaction with the Governor’s signature. “Protective
orders are one of the few tools
available to domestic violence
victims, however, many abusers do not take them seriously.
This law will demand compliance from offenders and will
also keep innocent victims safe
from those who may threaten
them.”
Obenshain and Lohr introduced the legislation upon consultation with Marsha Garst,
the Harrisonburg 1 Rockingham County Commonwealth’s
Attorney to address the serious
problem posed by those who
repeatedly violate the terms of
a protective order through conduct that is violent or poses a
threat of violence.
In particular, it was motivated in part by the tragic case
involving Barbara Fridley and
her family. There, Ms. Fridley
obtained a protective order
against an abusive boyfriend.
The boyfriend violated the protective order four times over a
short period of time and on the
last occasion he kidnapped and
brutally murdered Fridley’s two
daughters.
“Protective orders are intended to give families that have
been victims of abuse the room
and time they need to reestablish themselves in a safe setting,”
Obenshain said. “Repeat violations of these orders frustrate
that purpose and endanger
families that are most in need
of this protection. The mandatory sentences were established
to guarantee that families get
the space and time they need
and to send a message that violations of protective orders will
not be tolerated.”

Triggerman rule
On Monday, Governor Timothy Kaine vetoed SB 1288, a bill
that would eliminate the rule
that prevents prosecution for
capital murder of anyone other
than the person physically committing the murder. The legislation, sponsored by Senator
Mark D. Obenshain (R-Harrisonburg) and Delegate Todd C.
Gilbert (R-Woodstock), passed
the Senate 28-1 1 and the House
of Delegates by a vote of 83-1 3
during the recently concluded
legislative session.
Senator Obenshain expressed
his disappointment with the
Governor’s decision. “I am sorry the Governor does not share
my view that this is a powerful tool for prosecutors in the
Commonwealth to bring coconspirators in murder cases to
justice.”
The vast majority of the 38
states with the death penalty
permit co-conspirators in capital cases to be eligible for the
death penalty. Under current
Virginia law, even the convicted
Charles Manson of the famed
California Tate-LaBianca murders in the 1960s could not be
prosecuted for capital murder,
despite the fact that he orchestrated and ordered the homicides. Obenshain commented,
“Isn’t it ironic that Virginia
is being accused of being too
tough on murderers, but even
now, this obscure loophole
would even prevent us from
trying someone as despicable
as Charles Manson for capital
murder.”
When the General Assembly reconvenes on April 5, the
body will have the opportunity
to override the Governor’s veto
with a 213 majority of members
present.
Senator Obenshain said “this
bill is a common sense measure
to permits the capital murder
prosecution of someone who
willfully, deliberately and intentionally intends to commit a
murder, but happens not to be
the one who pulls the trigger.”
The Virginia Sheriffs Association and the Virginia Association of Commonwealth’s Attorneys support the measure.
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News briefs
Front Royal Women’s Resource Center
Reaches Girls in our Community

Dan McDermott

As they have for many years,
employees at Martins on
South Street donated their
time to sell hot dogs with
all proceeds benefiting research into Multiple Sclerosis. Martins donated all
the dogs and soda! Thanks
to everyone’s efforts! (Dan,
who used to own a hot dog
place in Apple Blossom Mall,
said after extensive research
that the Martin’s brand hot
dogs were great!)

Victoria Short, a ninth grader
at Warren County Junior High
School, recently sat down with
Mary Ellen South, coordinator
of the Girl Grant Program for
the Women’s Resource Center to review her experience
with grant money awarded last
spring.
Victoria was granted a scholarship to Five Rings Art School
where she attended a two week
camp.
She played theatre
games, and was part of the production School House Rocks,
where she played the part of the
teacher. She experienced such
success with the camp that she
volunteered for the second program where the production was
101 Dalmatians.
“I learned so much and made

NEW
Custom
Built
Home

many new friends. I
overcame stage fright,
and transformed my
once shy self into a
more brave person,” she
explains. She hopes to
continue with an acting career. She has auditioned for a role in a
summer production at
Shenandoah University.
The Girl Grant Program of the Front Royal
Women’s
Resource
Center is supported by
generous donations of
the members.
This year a Mother’s
Day Card Project, with
a special card for women (not just Moms) is being
sold as a fundraiser to support
both the Girl Grant and the
Dare to Dream Grant for womMary Ellen South

Dan McDermott

From a release:

en in Warren County. Cards are
available by calling the WRC
office at 540.636.7007 or at the
Royal Oak Bookstore on Royal
Ave.

Del. Clifford L. “Clay” Athey, Jr.
18th District House of Delegates
Serving Fauquier, Frederick, and Warren County

1399 N Royal Ave. • Front Royal, VA
RappahannockRealEstateResources.com • 540-675-1190

All lines of insurance:
Auto  Health
 Business
 Life
 Home



Insure with us
with confidence!
11 Water Street · Front Royal, VA

(540) 635-8401

Stacey & I thank you for the opportunity to serve.
If I can be of any help, please contact me at (540) 635-7917,
			
in Richmond at: (804) 698-1018,
			
by E-Mail at: DelCAthey@house.state.va.us,
			
or by mail at:
PO Box 406, Room 510
						
Richmond, VA 23218
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Obituaries
Merle Frances Comstock
Merle Frances Comstock, 79,
of Front Royal passed away on
Thursday, March 29, 2007 at
her home.
A funeral service will be held
on Tuesday, April 3, 2007 at 2:00
p.m. at Maddox Funeral Home
conducted by Rev. Jerry Young.
Burial will follow in Prospect
Hill Cemetery.
Mrs. Comstock was born December 16, 1927 in Rappahannock County daughter of the
late Wallace Marion and Frances Martha Jenkins Sisk. She
was married to the late Frank
E. Comstock. She was an Avon
Representative for over thirty
years. Mrs. Comstock was a
member of Flint Hill Baptist
Church, the President’s Club
of Avon Corp., and was a former member of Women of the
Moose Lodge 1149.
Surviving are her companion
of 34 years Albert T. Weaver
of Front Royal; one daughter
Patricia Livera of Panama City
Beach, FL; one son Larry F.
Comstock of Front Royal; one
sister Millie H. Hensell of Reliance; seven grandchildren;
and three great-grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by a
brother Carroll M. Sisk.
Pallbearers will be Kenny
Cooley, III, Joseph Comstock,
Tony Lamb, P.J. Weaver, Andy
Weaver, and Charles Wright.
Honorary pallbearers will be
Mike Funk, Vernon Hensell,
Phil Livera, Bobby Woodward,
Lebert Morris, Ed Woodward,
and Reginald Todd Conner.
The family will receive friends
on Monday, April 2, 2007 from
7:00-9:00 p.m. at Maddox Funeral Home in Front Royal.
Memorial contributions may
be made to Blue Ridge Hospice,
333 W. Cork Strret, Winchester,
VA 22601 and/or to the American Cancer Society, 2654 Valley Ave., Suite B, Winchester,
VA 22601 (put “Front Royal” in
memo line of check).
Virginia Johnson Cooksey
Virginia Johnson Cooksey, 90,
of Front Royal, died Tuesday,
March 20, 2007 at Loving Arms

Rest Home with her daughter and daughter-in-law at her
side.
A graveside service was held
on Friday, March 23, 2007 at
11:00 a.m. at Shenandoah Memorial Park conducted by Rev.
Jim Bunce.
Virginia was born January
20, 1917 in Washington D.C.
daughter of Marriott and Jasper Lynwood Johnson. Virginia’s late husband was Samuel
H. Cooksey who passed away
in 1978. Mrs. Cooksey was a
beautiful and loving mother
and grandmother who deeply
loved her family. She loved the
beach, flowers, baseball, politics and her camper in West
Virginia. Mrs. Cooksey retired
from the federal government
where she worked as a correctional officer in Washington
D.C. and Lorton, VA. After
retirement she also helped her
daughter at Robinson’s Grocery.
Mrs. Cooksey and her husband
opened the first frozen custard stand in Front Royal. She
also ran Duff ’s Restaurant ( old
Good Food Diner) in the 40’s
and later the Skyline Restaurant. In 1953 when Bing Crosby
Stadium opened, Mr. and Mrs.
Cooksey opened Cooksey’s Refreshment Stand in the stadium. She traveled with the 1953
Front Royal Little League to the
Little League World Series and
was so proud of her son and all
the boys who played. She was a
long time member of Marlow
Heights Baptist Church.
Survivors include her son
Sammy J. Cooksey and wife
Sandy of Front Royal; daughter
Juanita Robinson and husband
Billy of Front Royal; two granddaughters Susie R. Massie and
Jennifer C. Coleman both of
Front Royal; one grandson Billy
Joe Robinson of Front Royal;
and two great-grandsons Evan
William Massie and Jason
Christopher Coleman, Jr. both
of Front Royal; and a cousin
Laura Whisenant of Front Royal.
The family will received
friends at Maddox Funeral
Home in Front Royal.
Colonel Clyde J. Downey, Sr.

(USAF, Ret)
The family of Colonel Clyde J.
Downey, Sr. (USAF, Ret) regrets
to announce that he passed
away on March 27, 2007. He
was born in Russelville, AL on
October 31, 1914, the oldest of
eight children.
Colonel Downey entered military service in 1937 as a second
lieutenant in the Army after being selected for membership in
the ROTC Pershing Rifles honorary organization. On May 13,
1941 he transferred to the Army
Air Corps. During his twentyseven year tenure in the US Air
Force, Colonel Downey participated in World War II, the Korean War and the Vietnam War.
During World War II, he served
in both the European and Pacific Theaters totaling thirty-four
months overseas. He served
in Scotland, England, Ireland,
France, West Germany, French
North Africa, New Guinea, Japan, Korea and Vietnam. In the
Cold War, Colonel Downey was
a Lead Navigator/Bombardier
in the Strategic Air Command
flying B-36’s, Base Commander
at RAF Wethersfield (England)
and a Senior Planner on HQ
USAF Air Staff and the Joint
Chiefs of Staff.
Upon retirement in 1965 from
active service, Colonel Downey
taught American History and
Economics at Randolph-Macon Military Academy in Front
Royal, VA for ten years with the
last two years as Commandant
of Cadets. He then retired to
the life of a gentleman farmer
enjoying the outdoors.
Colonel Downey is a Life
Member of the Potterville, MI
Lodge #367, F&AM; a 32nd
Degree Mason and Life Member of the Scottish Rite Consistory, Denver, CO; and Life
Member of the Al Kaly Shrine
Temple, Pueblo, CO. In 19851986, he served as Worthy Patron of Front Royal Chapter #6.
In 1989, Colonel Downey was
elected Associate Grand Patron.
In 1990, he was elected Worthy
Grand Patron and attended all
official visits and served with
distinction with the illustrious
Anna F. Judy, Worthy Grand

Matron, Grand Chapter of VA,
Order of the Eastern Star.
Colonel Downey is survived
by his loving wife of 66 years,
Freda; two children, Claudia
Kardian of Bentonville, VA
and Jack Downey of San Antonio, TX; four grandsons, Todd,
Scott, Trace and Lee and three
grandchildren, Shannon, Ryan
and Erin. The family and his
dog, Buster, will sorely miss
him.
In lieu of flowers, the family
requests memorial donations to
the Winchester Medical Center
Pulmonary Department, 1840
Amherst Street, Winchester,
VA 22604 or a charity of your
choice.
Funeral services were held at
Maddox Funeral Home conducted by Chaplain Lt. Col.
Wilton B. Thomas, USAF Ret.
Interment followed at the Culpeper National Cemetery with
full military honors.
Norma Jane Pangle Hamman
Norma Jane Pangle Hamman,
61, of Front Royal, passed away
on Wednesday, March 15, 2007
at Winchester Medical Center.
A memorial service was held
at Maddox Funeral Home conducted by Rev. Lee Brumback .
Inturnment followed at Lebanon Church Cemetery in Strasburg.
Mrs. Hamman was born August 11, 1945 in Woodstock,
daughter of H.C. “Teddy” Pangle and Martha Hockman Pangle of Strasburg.
Surviving are her husband
of 37 years, Jerry Hamman
of Front Royal; two sons Anthony Wade Ritenour and his
wife Kim of Front Royal and
Kevin Lee Hamman and his
wife Tracy of Front Royal; five
grandchildren Samantha Ritenour, Anthony Ritenour, II, Scott
Hamman, Dylan Hamman, and
Jake Hamman all of Front Royal; two brothers Gary C. Pangle
and John W. Pangle both of
Strasburg; one sister Sherry
Pangle Yost of Rehoboth Beach,
DE; and neices and nephews
Scott Pangle, Clyde Pangle, and
Jason Pangle, Lori Pangle Flemming, Nicholas Flemming, Sta-

cey Pangle, Pam Pangle Grandstaff, and Todd Pangle.
The family received friends at
Maddox Funeral Home in Front
Royal.
Dennis Wyatt Hooten
Dennis Wyatt Hooten, 56,
of Fredericksburg died Friday,
March 16, 2007 in the Mary
Washington Medical Center in
Fredericksburg.
A gathering for family and
friends was held on March 26th
in Fredericksburg.
Mr. Hooten was born June
27, 1950, in Front Royal, son of
Barbara Barraclough Hooten
of Fredericksburg and the late
Charles Edwards Hooten. He
was a technical writer for the
Department of Defense and later for Department of Defense
contractors. He was a U. S. Air
Force veteran.
Surviving with his mother are
three brothers Joseph B. Hooten of Belleville, IL and W. David Hooten and Brian E. Hooten both of Fredericksburg; and
a sister Barbie H. Beck of Fort
Bragg, CA.
Arrangements were handled
by Maddox Funeral Home in
Front Royal.
Maralyne Hurt Kidwell
Maralyne Hurt Kidwell, 75,
of Front Royal, died Tuesday,
March 27, 2007 in Warren Memorial Hospital.
A graveside service was held
in Prospect Hill Cemetery,
conducted by the Rev. Dale
Ramsey.
Mrs. Kidwell was born on
September 23, 1931 in Browntown, VA, daughter of the late
Frederick and Nannie Williams
Hurt. She was a Sunday school
teacher for the Cool Springs
Church of God in Browntown.
She is survived by her husband
Johnny Kidwell.
Surviving also are two grandchildren Shane and Shawn
Kidwell; great-grandson Johnny
Kidwell; and sister Corrine Garnett. She was preceded in death
by three sons Roger, Doug, and
Barry Kidwell, and a brother
Lenny Hurt.
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Obituaries

Elizabeth Louise
Kothenbeutel
Elizabeth Louise Kothenbeutel, 80, of Front Royal, went to
be with the lord on March 22,
2007 in Harrisonburg.
A funeral service was held on
March 26, 2007 at Maddox Funeral Home conducted by Rev.
Cecil Jones. Interment follow
ed in Panorama Memorial Gardens in Waterlick.
Mrs. Kothenbeutel was born
December 21, 1926, in Scottsdale, PA, daughter of the late
Mahlon Roy and Mary Golden
Hayne Dillon. She was retired
as a handicap bus attendant.
She was preceded in death by
her husband of fifty-eight years
Ira Chester Kothenbeutel.
Surviving are four children
Paula R. Hartlaub, Cynthia L.
Martin, Douglas R. Kothenbeutel, and Rhoda L. Scott;
five grandchildren; fourteen
great-grandchildren; one greatgreat-grandchild; and a brother
Mahlon R. Dillon, Jr. She was
also preceded in death by a
granddaughter Mary C. Pearson.
Pallbearers were Robert Mar-

A memorial service was held
tin, Roger Jenkins, Jr., Donnie
Shell, Jerramy Shell, Steven at Nineveh Presbyterian Church
Mason, and John Galloway.
in Front Royal conducted by Dr.
Randall E. Webb.
Roderick Evans “Bubbie”
With gratitude and thanks the
Lee, Jr.
family requests that memorials
be made to Blue Ridge Hospice,
Roderick Evans “Bubbie” 333 West Cork St. #405, WinLee, Jr. of Front Royal, VA died chester, VA 22601.
March 27, 2007 at his home.
Arrangements were handled
Mr. Lee was born September by Maddox Funeral Home.
22, 1919 in Hampton, VA. He
lived in Hampton for 69 years
Ellen Spears “Miss Ellie”
and retired from Bell Atlantic
Steele
Telephone Co. formerly C&P
Telephone Co. in 1980. He lived
Ellen Spears “Miss Ellie”
in Front Royal for 19 years. Mr. Steele, 74, of Riverton, VA, died
Lee was a United States Army Saturday, March 31, 2007, in
veteran and served during her home.
World War II. He had a lifelong
A celebration of life will be
love for horses and taught rid- held on Saturday, April 7, 2007,
ing in Hampton and Front Roy- at 10:00 a.m. at the Riverton
al. He was a member of Central United Methodist Church conUnited Methodist Church in ducted by Rev. Ron Mills and
Hampton, VA since a child and Rev. Larry Andes. Interment
attended Nineveh Presbyterian will follow in Prospect Hill
Church in Front Royal.
Cemetery in Front Royal.
He is survived by his wife LilMrs. Steele was born May 21,
lian Martin Lee who he married 1932, in DeQuincy, LA, daughin June 1944. Also surviving is a ter of Mae Patterson Spears.
daughter Susan Lee Rosen and She was a retired receptionist
her husband C. Douglas Rosen with Fishnet Ministries in Warof Front royal; a son Roder- ren County, VA. She was office
ick Evans Lee, III and his wife administrator for the Warren
Jackie S. Lee of Gloucester, VA; Heritage Society, accounts clerk
three grandchildren Mitch- for a Cadillac dealership in Alell D. Rosen and his wife Jen- vin, TX, PBX operator for Gene
nifer S. Rosen of Richmond, Hamon Ford in Texas City, TX,
VA; Courtney Lee Gilmer and and a telephone operator for
her husband Thad Gilmer of
Richmond, VA; Christopher
Lee Rosen and his wife Stacy
L. Rosen of Berryville, VA; and
five great-grandchildren.

Southwestern Bell in Houston, TX. She was a member of
the Riverton United Methodist Church, Warren Heritage
Society, the Gideon Auxiliary,
Front Royal/Warren County
Chamber of Commerce, the
NRA-ILA, and a life member
of NRA and the Law Enforcement Alliance of America. She
was a state trustee of the Fraternal Order of Police Auxiliary
of Lodge #33 and a Chamber of
Commerce volunteer.
Surviving are her husband
Rick Steele; two daughters Pamela Lynn Baleski of Front
Royal and Karen Dale Steele of
Texas; two sons Rusty Claytor
Steele of Winchester and Sandy Steele of Richmond; eleven
grandchildren; and six greatgrandchildren.
Pallbearers will be Richard
Furr, Bill Hines, Mike McHugh,
Allen Derflinger, Larry Moore,
and Jim Kenney.
Honorary pallbearer will be
Dave Kellog.
The family will receive friends
on Friday from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00
p.m. at Maddox Funeral Home
in Front Royal.
Memorial contributions may
be made to the Riverton United Methodist Church Building
Fund, 55 E. Strasburg Rd., Front
Royal, VA 22630.

DJ & Karaoke
with
DJ Donnie

Saturday April 14th
8:00 p.m. - close
Knotty Pine
173489e

In lieu of flowers memorial
contributions may be made to
Cool Springs Church of God,
c/o Robert Coverstone, 13172
Fort Valley Rd. Fort Valley, VA.
22652
Arrangements were handled
by Maddox Funeral Home in
Front Royal.

801 N. Royal Ave • 540-635-3064
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Awards

Congratulations to all of our local winners and thanks for your service to our community!

Youth Advisory Council aims at improved communications

T-shirt gifts a token of appreciation for students’ community involvement
From a release:

On March 12, members of the
Youth Advisory Council (YAC)
were presented with T-shirts
purchased with funds donated
by the American Legion, Giles
B. Cook Post 53. Deputy Larry
Funk, representing the American Legion, and Chief Ronald A.
Williamson of the Front Royal

Police Department participated
in the ceremony acknowledging the role of youth involved
in improving communications
between law enforcement and
youngsters in the community.
The Youth Advisory Council
is a group of youth from local
public and private schools who,
in partnership with the Front
Royal Police Department, strive

to recognize and address issues in our community that are
of concern to our youth. They
have also helped to raise funds
for the future Warren County
Skate Park, assisted with the
Fraternal Order of Police “Shop
With A Cop” program, among
other community service activities.

Above:
Front Row (L to R): Breauna Henry - Warren County Middle School, David
Corwin - Royal Christian Academy, Charity Gaile - Warren County Junior
High School, and Tara Combs - Randolph Macon Academy. Back Row (L to
R): Amy Bittner - Warren County High School, Crystal Hayes - Warren County
Junior High School, Danielle Furr - Royal Christian Academy and Jake Skieth - Randolph Macon Academy
Left:
Robin Gaile, Youth Advisory Council Advisor, presents a Certificate of Appreciation to Deputy Larry Funk, who was representing the American Legion, Giles B. Cook Post 53 for their generous donation.

Trace Noël:

Citizen Conservationist of the Year!
From a 1870, the AFS is the first society of fishrelease:
eries professionals and the largest such
organization. AFS has an international
reputation for being the premier sciA Front ence-based organization dealing with
R o y a l fisheries.
man was
The award highlights the contribution
r e c o g - Noël has made regarding the health,
nized for protection and future of the Shenanoutstand- doah River . Noël has been actively
ing con- involved in river issues for more than
tributions to the conservation of Vir- two decades. Virginia Department of
ginia ’s waterways.
Game and Inland Fisheries biologist and
Trace Noël, 61, received the Citizen Shenandoah Fish Kill Task Force memConservationist of the Year Award from bers Paul Bugas and Steve Reeser made
the Virginia Chapter of the Ameri- the presentation noting Noël’s involvecan Fisheries Society during its annual ment with many programs and projects
meeting in Danville , Virginia . Noël, a over the years.
long time river advocate and outfitter on
Noël remarked: “this honor was espethe South Fork of the Shenandoah River cially significant because it comes from
, is the former co-owner of Shenandoah those who are working daily to protect
River Trips.
our waterways”. Noël, who has served
The AFS Citizen Conservationists on national, state and local boards of dihonor is awarded for outstanding con- rectors for a variety of conservation and
tributions to the “conservation of Vir- paddlesports organizations, resides in
ginia ’s aquatic resources”. Formed in Front Royal

Solid brick home on large fenced
lot with fruit trees and outbuilding
3 bedrooms, possible 4th • 2 baths • beautiful hardwood floors
Convenient location near downtown Front Royal

407 Virginia Ave • $259,500 asking price • 540-459-7492
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Front Royal Warren County Chamber of Commerce
Call (540) 635-3185 for more information.
2007 GENERAL ASSEMBLY
LEGISLATIVE WRAP-UP
POSTPONED
The 2007 General Assembly
Legislative Wrap-up featuring
Senator Mark Obenshain and
Delegate Clay Athey scheduled
for Thursday, April 5th has been
postponed. The re-scheduled
date to be announced.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The Virginia Wine & Craft
Festival is Saturday, May 19th
from 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Plans are
already under way for this exciting event. Save this date on
your calendar! The committee
is looking for volunteers for
that day. If you are able to give
some time please contact Pam
at 635-3185 ext. 2 or priffle@
frontroyalchamber.com.
CAREER & COLLEGE FAIR
You’re invited to show-off
your company to prospective
summer hires, school-to-work
candidates, and college-tocareer candidates at the Career
& College Fair. The Career &
College Fair will be held April
20th at the Warren County
High School from 9 a.m. - 12
p.m. The Fair will be held in the
Warren County High School
gymnasium and we are expecting 500-600 students to attend.
If you are interested in having
a booth please contact Sharon
Baroncelli at 635-3185 ext. 26 or
sbaroncelli@frontroyalchamber.com for more information
or registration. The deadline to
register is April 15th. There is
a $35 registration fee. The proceeds will go directly to DECA,
the student marketing club at
WCHS. Registration form is
on our website.

4701.
Lord Fairfax Small Business
Development Center presents
“Selling to The State Government” on Tuesday, April 24th
at Lord Fairfax Community
College from 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Presentations will be given by
the SBDC, Virginia DBA, Virginia DMBE, local procurement agencies and others. Call
the Lord Fairfax Small Business
Development Center for more
information or to register at
540-868-7093.
The Humane Society of
Warren County will be holding
a Rabies/Distemper/Microchip
Clinic on May 12th, 11:00 - 3:00
p.m. For more information call
540-634-4734.
The Front Royal Rotary
Club and the Northern Virginia 4-H Educational Center
will again be co-sponsoring its
9th Annual Golf Tournament
on Monday, April 9th at Jackson’s Chase at Pine Hills Golf
Club. Registration begins at
11:30 a.m. and play will start at
1:00 p.m. For more information
contact Greg Williams 6357733 or Pam Innis 636-3398.

Lord Fairfax Community
College (LFCC) is holding a
leadership series titled “Lunch
with the CEO.” The series will
provide
participants with the opportunity to meet with community
leaders to discuss current business issues and challenges. In
addition to the presentation,
attendees will receive a catered
lunch at the Wayside Inn in
Middletown and a copy of the
leadership book discussed by
MEMBER NEWS
the presenter. For more information call Kalie Kelch at 540The United Way of Front 303-7599 or kkelch@lfcc.edu.
Royal/Warren County will
be teaming up with Help With
Shenandoah National Park
Housing, Inc. and Shenandoah is now accepting applications
Area Agency on Aging for “Day for its summer Youth Conserof Caring” on Friday, April vation Corps (YCC) program.
13th from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. The This year’s YCC program runs
United Way is actively seek- for 8 weeks from June 18- Auing sponsors and teams for the gust 10, 2007. 		
Apevent. For more information plicants for YCC crew member
call 540-635-3636 or 540-465- positions must be between the

ages of 15 and 18 during the
enrollment period. YCC enrollees work 40 hours per week and
earn minimum wage. Applications may be obtained from
the following local high school
guidance offices: Page County,
Luray, Spotswood, Rappahannock County, William Monroe
(Greene County), and Madison
County or from the Personnel
Office at Shenandoah National
Park. 		
You may also
access our web site http://www.
nps.gov/shen/parkmgmt/ycc.
htm for YCC information and
a YCC application. Completed
applications should be mailed
to YCC Program Coordinator,
Shenandoah National Park,
3655 US Hwy 211 East, Luray,
VA 22835. Applications must
be postmarked by April 20,
2007.

Street, Front Royal/Warren
County Visitors’ Center Main
Street, or by calling Bonnie
Henry 635-8660.

Samuel’s Public Library
on March 29th, 2007 from
6:30 p.m. till 7:30 p.m., Jerry
Scholder, Publisher/Editor, and
Elizabeth Scholder, illustrator,
artist of “HOW TO Live LONGEST HEALTHIEST LEANEST, Without Expensive Drugs
and Medical Treatments” will
be providing information and
an overview of the recently released book written by Dr. Roy
Hartenstein that provides nutritional guidelines and natural
cures for the prevention of any
preventable disease. More information on the book can be
found at www.scholderpublications.com or for more information call the Library at 540 635The Front Royal Oratorio 3153, or Jerry Scholder at 540
Society invites all Chamber 631-7233.
members and their friends to
a special presentation of G. F. The Warren Memorial HosHandel’s “Messiah”. The chorus pital Foundation is planning
will be joined by guest soloists, an evening of fun and fundorgan and instrumental accom- raising to benefit the hospipaniment. The first perfor- tal at the 14th annual Casino
mance will be Saturday, April Royale on Saturday, March 31,
28th at the Front Royal Pres- 7-11 p.m., at Shenandoah Valbyterian Church, the second ley Golf Club. Casino Royale
Sunday, April 29th at the Brad- guests must be at least 21 years
dock Street United Method- old. Admission tickets will not
ist Church, Winchester. Both be available for purchase at the
performances are at 7:30 p.m. door. For more information or
For more information call Ann to purchase tickets, call 636Anderson at 540-622-6974.
0398 or 536-5388.
The Blue Ridge Housing
Network has 2 filing cabinets
to give away. Both are missing their locks, but are in good
shape. For more information
call 622-2711.
The Warren County Council
on Domestic Violence is hosting a dinner, fashion show, and
silent auction on April 27th, 6
pm. , at the North Warren Volunteer Fire Department. The
cost of tickets is $30 for adults
and $15 for children 12 and
under. All proceeds will go
to provide services to victims
of domestic violence and/or
sexual assault. Tickets may be
purchased at A Second Chance
Thrift Boutique 317 East Main

Belle Grove Plantation will
have their Annual Easter Egg
Hunt & Family Fun Day on Saturday, April 7th at 1 p.m. Meet
the Easter Bunny, and then
hunt through Belle Grove’s spacious yards and meadows for
eggs, some stuffed with treats
and some with special prizes.
Belle Grove’s 12th Annual “Of
Ale and History” will be held
Saturday, May 12th. For more
information on these events call
540-869-2028 or email them at
info@bellegrove.org.
The Front Royal/Warren
County American Red Cross
will being holding an all-youcan-eat shrimp, oyster and BBQ
fest on Saturday, April 28th.

This is the only fundraising
event for the local Red Cross.
It will be held from 4:00 pm
until 8:00 pm on the grounds
of the Ivy Lodge at 101 Chester
Street in Front Royal. The feast
includes vegetables, desserts,
beer, wine and non-alcoholic
beverages. There will also be a
large silent auction. Tickets are
$50.00 per person. The proceeds from this event will help
the local transportation and
disaster response programs.
Please call 635-2333 or e-mail
frwcarc@earthlink.net for tickets or more information.
The Front Roya/Warren
County Relay for Life will be
sponsoring Ms. Relay for Life
Timeless Masculine Beauties
Womanless Beauty Pageat on
April 21st, 7:00 p.m. at the E.
Wilson Morrison Elementary
Auditorium. For more information contact Connie Painter
at lacp@comcast.net.
The 1st Annual Redskins
Cowboys Golf Challenge will
be held May 16th & 17th to
benefit the Warren County 4H
for the new barn being built
at the Warren County Fairgrounds, 4H in the northern
Shenandoah VAlley and 10% to
the March of Dimes. For more
information contact Raymond
Heflin, Cedar Creek Mortgage
at 540-635-0404.
The Professional Career Development Offerings Schedule
(Jan-June 2007) through the
Workforce Solutions department at Lord Fairfax Community College is now available.
Pick up a copy at the Chamber
office or call 540-868-7021 to
request a copy. Classes and
course descriptions can also
be viewed online at www.lfccworkforce.com.
Busy insurance and financial services firm is seeking a
friendly, outgoing, energetic
support person. Qualified individual must be self-starter and
have the ability to work with
a team. Competive wage and
benefits available. Fax resume
to 540-635-8350.
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Tech and gadgetry

Roger is poised and ready to pick on me in two weeks. And I
hope our town and county government folks will check out
the air car and windmill ideas!

By Dan McDermott: editor@warrencountyreport.com

A car that runs completely on air Energy from the wind

This French car runs completely on compressed air.
The PR says if you go under
37.2 miles per hour it doesn’t
burn fuel, it expands air. Obviously we all go faster than that
but we could technically go that
slow and it is a starting point for
a car still in testing. They have
been working on this technol-

ogy for 14 years.
The website says a gas/air station will fill the air tank with a
simple compressor in 3 minutes
for $2. (Or the car will fill itself
in 6 hours.)
A tank of air will go 124 miles.
In a similar sized car, say a Mini
Cooper which gets 40 MPG on
the highway, that would take

3.1 gallons of gas.
I doubt it takes 3.1 gallons of
gas to run an air compressor
for 3 minutes so I don’t think
this is like an electric car where
you are simply using electricity
from fossil fuels burning hundreds of miles away.
Lots of hot air in France.
theaircar.com

Let’s call this our “Why aren’t
we doing this?” department.
Sandia is working on new
windmills that are efficient in
less windy areas.
This would mean that basically the entire United States
could supplement energy with

these things.
Sandia has a really interesting FAQ section on their website that answers just about any
question you might have on
why these are or aren’t a good
choice for us.
www.sandia.gov/wind/

The Paula Dean egg, ham & muffin toaster Is my new camera old now?
I finally bought one of these things and it’s
pretty cool. It actually does perform as advertised: toasting bread, poaching an egg,
and warming sliced meat all delivered at the
same time.
Unfortunately it doesn’t handle cheese.
But life is full of compromises.
Like anybody else, I went crazy and ate
homemade Egg McMuffins all day until I
get sick of them.
So we just use it for toast now and we microwave the egg patties and meat--fewer
things to wash.
But it is cheap and the kids will love it.
Now if I can just figure out how to Photoshop my eyes like this Paula Dean picture
for my myspace profile pics!
This is available in stores often before
Christmas. eggandmuffintoaster.com

Among the improvements:
• 10.1 Megapixel Sensor
• Integrated Cleaning System
• Shoots up to 10 fps
• New Auto Focus system
• Faster operation
• New lighter body
• Better weather resistance
• 300,000 exposure shutter
• Highlight Tone Priority
• 3.0-inch LCD monitor
• Live View function

Grrrr.....
Roger will love this since he
picks on me incessantly about
My camera is still the best out
buying it, but my Canon 1D there since the Mark III won’t
Mark II N, the world’s fastest be released for a couple weeks.
camera, has been replaced by Then I’ll turn green.
the Mark III N, which is faster.
usa.canon.com
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Mims and Avril Lavigne are shooting up the charts but can’t shake the
top spot from Gwen & Akon!

Music & DVDs
TOP SINGLES
1. “The Sweet Escape” Gwen Stefani /Akon Last Week: No. 1
2. “This Is Why I’m Hot” Mims No. 29
3. “Girlfriend” Avril Lavigne New Entry
4. “The Kill (Bury Me)” 30 Sec. to Mars
#6
5. “What Goes Around ... Comes Around”
Justin Timberlake No. 2
6. “Glamorous” Fergie Featuring Ludacris
#8
7. “Cupid’s Chokehold” Gym Class Heroes
/ Patrick Stump No. 4
8. “Grace Kelly” Mika No. 9
9. “This Ain’t a Scene, It’s an Arms Race”
Fall Out Boy / Ramen No. 10
10. “Say It Right” Nelly Furtado No. 5
TOP COUNTRY SINGLES
1. “Beer in Mexico” Kenny Chesney Last Week: No. 1
2. “Last Dolla (Fly Away)” Tim McGraw No. 7
3. “Ladies Love Country Boys” Trace Adkins No. 3
4. “Anyway” Martina McBride No. 5
5. “Wasted” Carrie Underwood No. 6
6. “Stupid Boy” Keith Urban No. 2
7. “Stand” Rascal Flatts New Entry
8. “Watching You” Rodney Atkins No. 8
9. “Alyssa Lies” Jason Michael Carroll No. 4
10. “Settlin’” Sugarland No. 17
TOP DANCE/CLUB PLAY
1. “And I’m Telling You I’m Not Going” Jennifer Hudson Last Wk: No. 1
2. “Say It Right” Nelly Furtado No. 3
3. “Angelicus” Delerium Featuring Isable Baryakdarian No. 5
4. “I Need Someone” Ralph Falcon No. 4
5. “Proper Education (The Wall)” Eric Prydz vs. Pink Floyd No. 9
6. “Irreplaceable” Beyonce No. 2
7. “Pump” Chris the Greek Panaghi No. 18
8. “U Spin Me” Inaya Day New Entry
9. “Runaway” Jamiroquai No. 6
10. “Minimal” Pet Shop Boys No. 7
TOP VIDEO RENTALS
1. Borat: Cultural Learnings of America for Make Benefit Glorious Nation of Kazakhstan starring Sacha Baron Cohen Rated: R
2. Flushed Away featuring the voice of Hugh Jackman PG
3. Stranger Than Fiction Will Ferrell PG-13
4. The Departed Jack Nicholson R
5. Babel Brad Pitt R
6. Casino Royale Daniel Craig PG-13
7. Man of the Year Robin Williams PG-13
8. The Prestige Hugh Jackman PG-13
9. The Holiday Cameron Diaz PG-13
10. Tenacious D in the Pick of Destiny Jack Black R
TOP DVD SALES
1. Borat: Cultural Learnings of America for Make Benefit Glorious Nation of Kazakhstan starring Sacha Baron Cohen Rated: R
2. Casino Royale Daniel Craig PG-13
3. Babel Brad Pitt R
4. Flushed Away featuring the voice of Hugh Jackman PG
5. The Departed Jack Nicholson R
6. Stranger Than Fiction Will Ferrell PG-13
7. The Holiday Cameron Diaz PG-13
8. Man of the Year Robin Williams PG-13
9. The Prestige Hugh Jackman PG-13
10. A Good Year Russell Crowe PG-13
(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.

Stars (both kind)

The channel surfer
By Linda Mason
FOX, home of award-winning suspenseful dramas “24”
and “Prison Break,” revs up this
spring with the intense new
drama series, “Drive,” from executive producers Tim Minear
(“Firefly,” “Angel,” “Wonderfalls,” “The Inside”) and Ben
Queen.
The next time you’re cut off
by a crazed driver on your way
to work, cut him a little slack.
He could be racing for his life.
“Drive is” an action-fueled
drama following a diverse group
of Americans driving for their
lives (or the lives of their loved
ones) in a sinister, cross-country road race. Some of them
have been coerced into joining
The Race; others have sought
out The Race themselves, hearing rumors of the $32-million
prize. Each has a reason to

compete. And each must win.
Among the varied racers are a
man thrust
into
The
Race in an
effort to find
his missing
wife; a single mother
comp eting
under great
strain ... or
possibly
something
much more
strange; a
buttoneddown scientist and his
rebellious
15-year-old
daughter; two brothers in a
stolen, pimped-out Caddy that
carries secrets of its own; and
a gorgeous and mysterious female stowaway who may well

hold the key to the secrets of
The Race.
There
are
other competitors as
well,
but
when no one
is told whom
they’re racing against,
or
even
where the
finish line
is, anything
is
possible. With
each mile
clocked,
the drivers
get closer,
not only to the finish line and
a critical, life-changing victory,
but to understanding the mystery behind The Race itself.
(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.

Your horoscope
By Charles Cooper
ARIES (March 21 to April 19)
You have difficult concentrating
as the week begins. Fortunately,
the fog lifts by midweek. Important progress is ultimately
made.
TAURUS (April 20 to May
20) The beginning of the week
is best for getting things done.
Later, you need to just relax.
Family members are helpful
with domestic chores.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20)
You’re a hit on the social scene
this week. Someone you meet
could prove to be a valuable
business asset in the future.
Over the weekend, someone
puts you on the spot, asking for
advice you’d prefer not to offer.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22)
Be sure to answer all e-mails,
phone calls, and other correspondence this week. This way,
you won’t miss any potential
opportunities. By week’s end,
you find something of value
you thought you’d lost.
LEO (July 23 to August 22)

Things are a bit sporadic workwise this week. While you make
progress on some fronts, other
matters remain undone. This
weekend, come up with a new
strategy.
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) You’re seeing eyeto-eye with a business partner.
Take advantage of this and set
new goals. Weekend social obligations could leave you exhausted, so pace yourself.
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) You’re overly sensitive this week. An off-the-cuff
remark wasn’t intended to insult you. This weekend, look
for ways to improve your wardrobe.
SCORPIO (October 23 to
November 21) It’s a good week
to clear up any loose ends. Projects that are half-done should
be tackled. This way, when the
weekend comes, you’ll be able
to enjoy it with a clear head.
SAGITTARIUS (November
22 to December 21) Avoid the
temptation to procrastinate
this week. Things just don’t get

done by benign neglect. Apply
yourself!
CAPRICORN (December 22
to January 19) You get more
done at work this week than
you’d thought possible. This
could open up some doors.
Bigwigs are quite rightly impressed.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to
February 18) What you accomplish this week is strictly done
with team effort. It seems everyone’s in a cooperative mood.
At home, though, a recalcitrant
family member isn’t easy to deal
with over the weekend.
PISCES
(February 19 to
March 20) Family matters occupy you this week. Fortunately, your mate is able to handle
most of it. At work, you need to
do some planning before taking
on a new project.
CELEBRITY
BIRTHDAYS:
Dana Carvey, April 2; Amanda
Bynes, April 3; Maya Angelou,
April 4; Colin Powell, April
5; John Ratzenberger, April 6;
Jackie Chan, April 7; Patricia
Arquette, April 8. · (c) DBR
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WC office growth

Future county administrative space needs won’t stop in 20 years and there is the satisfaction of both county and public school officials at the working relationship facilitated
by the current arrangement of physically connected offices.

County defers facilities decision
Future governmental space study still being scrutinized
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
When you decide how you’re
going to spend an estimated
$60 million and accommodate
20 years of anticipated community growth and related service
expansions, you want to get it
right.
To that end the Warren County Board of Supervisors delayed
action in March on selecting
one of three options recommended in a Government Facilities Space Needs Analysis
and Master Plan developed by
consultant Moseley Architects.
A vote had been scheduled at
the board’s March 6 meeting,
prior to the end of the contract
term with Moseley. However,
the board was unanimous in
concurring with North River
Supervisor Ron Llewellyn’s assessment that more time was
necessary to make a properly
informed decision.
“When you’re talking about
$60 million you want to be clear
on where you’re going,” Board
Chairman Richard Traczyk observed.
Where the county will go in
expanding its current facilities,
initially included three options
ranging in cost estimates from
$59 million to $62 million. Two
of those options, referred to as
Option One ($62.3 million) and
Option Three ($59 million),
would separate the county’s
main administrative offices
from the public school board
administration building. Option Two ($60 million) would
continue to house the county
and school board offices within
the same block at the current
Commerce Avenue location of
the Warren County Government Center and School Board
Offices.
County Administrator Doug
Stanley prefaced the March 6
discussion by putting in a recommendation for Option Two
keeping the county and school

administrations at the same location.
South River Supervisor Gray
Blanton asked if Stanley’s comments reflected a staff recommendation. Stanley replied
that his stated preference was a
personal one based on the improved level of communication
and cooperation the current arrangement had, in his opinion,
helped facilitate during the crucial period when decisions on
expanding school facilities had
been made.
That discussion led Deputy
County Administrator Richard
Magnifico, who has been the
county contact person with
Moseley, to add a fourth option
to the mix (see related story).
Moseley options
Major points of the three options include:
1/ Option One:
· New School Administration
Building ($8.6 million);
· Expand and renovate WCGC
($6.7 million);
· Expand and renovate WC
Courthouse ($12.3 million);
· New Juvenile and Domestic
Relations Court Building ($7.3
million);
· Expand and renovate Parks
and Rec Building ($1.7 million);
· New Public Safety Building
($14.3 million);
· New Human Services Building ($11.4 million);
· Total cost, $62.3 million
Among the major points of
this option are: construction of
a new 38,000 s.f. public safety
building to house the sheriff ’s
office, the magistrate and fire
and rescue on land just east of
Skyline High School; demolish the existing sheriff ’s office
to make way for the new J&D
Courts building; new Human
Resources building adjacent
to Northwestern Community Services, north of Skyline

High School; acquire property
for new school admin offices
near the WCGC, if possible;
demolish the existing jail after
regional jail completed to allow courthouse expansion. This
most expensive option requires
the most property acquisition,
however, new facilities could
decrease annual maintenance
and energy costs.
2/ Option Two
· Expand and renovate WCGC/
School Admin ($11.8 million);
· Expand and renovate WC
Courthouse ($12.3 million);
· New Juvenile and Domestic
Relations Courts Building ($7.3
million);
· Expand and renovate Parks
and Rec Building ($1.7 million);
· New Public Safety Building
($14.3 million);
· New Human Services Building ($12.6 million);
· Total cost, $60 million.
Public safety same as Option One; new J&D Court same
as Option One; Human Services site same as Option One
but larger to house SS, Health
Dept., CSA, Va. Coop Extension Offices; School Admin in
new structure connected to an
expanded WCGC to the south;
a two-story addition to the
WCGC of 25,580 gross s.f. for
expanded county offices. An
additional 52 parking spaces
would be required to meet
town zoning ordinances at
the site; jail demolition, courthouse expansion same as One;
this option would completely
build out the block the WCGC
is now on with public facilities
and parking.
3/ Option 3:
· New School Administration
Building ($8.6 million);
· Expand
and
Renovate
WCGC/current School Admin
($5.7 million);
· Expand and renovate WC
Courthouse ($12.3 million);

· New J&D Courts Building
($7.3 million);
· Expand and renovate Parks
and Rec Building ($1.7 million);
· New Public Safety Building
($14.3 million);
· Expand and renovate Social
Services Building to serve as
combined Human Services
Building ($9.1 million);
· Total Cost, $59 million.
Public safety same as one and
two; New school admin build-

ing on land north of Skyline
High School, adjacent to NW
Community Services; acquire
property adjacent to SS building to expand that facility to
two stories, 24,900 s.f. and add
Health and CSA; 4,420 s.f. expansion of WCGC; renovate
Sherwin-Williams building to
accommodate Registrar and Va.
Cooperative Extension Offices;
jail, courts essentially same as
one and two.

A Magnifico idea

Deputy County Administrator tweaks future facilities study
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
With the county pondering how to plan for 20 years
of residential and commercial
growth, a related study of how
anticipated growth will impact county government space
needs has been in the works as
well (see related story).
But while consultant Moseley Architects recommended
three alternative facilities expansion plans, the county’s
contact person on the project
decided maybe there should be
more to the mix.
Deputy County Administrator Richard Magnifico said in
the wake of board and staff discussion earlier in the month,
the thought occurred to him
that maybe looking 20 years
into the future wasn’t enough.
“I was reviewing the facilities
study and I thought none of the
options adequately addressed
long term – beyond 20 years
– needs for expansion at the
Warren County administration site,” Magnifico said. The
thought that future county administrative space needs won’t
stop in 20 years, coupled with
the satisfaction of both county
and public school officials at
the working relationship facilitated by the current arrangement of physically connected
offices led Magnifico to a simple “leap of space.”
His idea is to allow the county to expand outward into the

current school administrative
offices, and eventually outward
and upward on adjacent land
on the block between Warren
and Commerce Avenues and
Second and Third Streets, while
keeping the school administration in spitting distance across
Second Street to the south.
The wild card is that land
would have to be purchased.
But land acquisition is part of
all the options Moseley has
drawn up. Magnifico believes
the cost of this option would
remain comparable to Moseley’s cost estimates of $59 million to $62.3 million.
Initially, additional parking space would be provided
where Moseley Option Two
would have placed new school
administrative offices. Eventually if the county was to add office space there, Magnifico also
suggested building up more
than the two stories Moseley
had suggested.
Magnifico called the fourth
variable an outgrowth of Moseley’s work, rather than an alternative to it. “This option looks
at the government center in a
different perspective, allowing
more future growth at this site
and addresses the proximity to
the school board offices. In all
of our work on this study our
major consideration is how to
best serve the citizens of Warren County – this is just one
more option to consider to
achieve that.”
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Hupp said that while there may be probable cause to believe King had “failed to comply
with certain statutory directives in the investigation and prosecution of welfare fraud
cases” that the evidence did not meet the standard of probable criminal behavior.

King under fire

Social Services Board remains behind director

Roger Bianchini

Grand jury recommendation led to internal review of procedures

Warren County Social Services Board Chairman Prudence Matthews and
DSS Director Ron King review contents of press release at outset of March
30 press conference announcing formalization of fraud investigation procedures and notification policies.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Embattled Warren County
Department of Social Services
Director Ron King received a
vote of confidence from his
board following a March 30
closed meeting and press conference.
“Absolutely, we absolutely
stand behind him,” WCDSS
Board Chairman Prudence
Matthews said of King 25 days
after a Warren County Grand
Jury recommended a special
grand jury be empanelled to investigate allegations that King
was not adhering to prescribed
state standards regarding fraud
investigations.
Earlier in the press conference the county DSS Board acknowledged that a formalized
Memorandum of Understand-

ing (MOU) between the county
DSS and Commonwealth’s Attorney’s Office had been established to assure that mandated
procedures would be correctly
followed.
On March 13, Circuit Court
Judge Dennis L. Hupp rejected
the March 5 grand jury recommendation, calling the allegations against King a matter for
supervisory review. In his ruling Hupp noted that state law
“mandates that this Court impanel a special grand jury if the
Court finds probable cause to
believe that a crime has been
committed …”
Citing information provided
by an unidentified witness before the January term grand
jury, whose testimony is sealed,
Hupp said that while there may
be probable cause to believe
King had “failed to comply with

certain statutory directives in
the investigation and prosecution of welfare fraud cases” that
the evidence did not meet the
standard of probable criminal
behavior. So, Hupp suggested
a review by public officials and
employees charged with oversight of King and his department. To that end Matthews
said both the county government and state DSS had been
involved in reviewing King’s
and his department’s procedures.
Rules . . .
Contacted following the
March 30 press conference,
Warren County Commonwealth’s Attorney Brian Madden agreed the MOU was put in
place to formalize existing procedures and assure that all state

Public confidence
codes were being followed.
Madden explained state
Matthews said her board reguidelines on welfare fraud investigations have three basic quested the additional review
by the Virginia Department of
components:
Social Services to reassure the
1. that it is the duty of the direc- public that all appropriate protor of the applicable agency to cedures and guidelines within
the Department are being folinvestigate alleged violations;
lowed.
“Since we received notice
2. that a warrant or summons
may be issued for each viola- from the Court regarding postion of which the local director sible inconsistencies with our
procedures pertaining to proshas knowledge;
ecution of fraud cases, we have
3. and that the director ensure taken the Court’s recommenthat the Commonwealth’s At- dation very seriously and have
torney “is notified of any in- worked closely with the Comvestigation or alleged violation monwealth’s Attorney’s Office
(emphasis added) under this to establish a formal MOU that
strictly adheres with the Virginsection.”
ia State Code.”
The WCDSS press release inAt the March 30 press conference, Matthews noted that if cluded a statement from Counany portion of a Nov. 16 inter- ty Administrator Doug Stanley,
nal memo on fraud investiga- speaking on behalf of the board
tion procedures issued by King of supervisors, stating that, “the
contradicted portions of the County is assisting WCDSS by
MOU concerning state proce- providing Warren County Attorney Blair Mitchell to asdures, the MOU held sway.
sist Mr. King and the WCDSS
Board in the review of the
. . . in conflict?
Judge’s Order and the drafting
In that Nov. 16 memo, King of the MOU.”
King has headed the Warren
wrote, “In situations were there
has been an overpayment and County DSS for seven years.
no blatant effort on the part of Matthews said the director
the customer to commit fraud, brought extensive experience at
the customer must be given an the state level from his previous
opportunity to make restitution employment in social services
before crime actions are taken.” in Loudoun County.
King agreed that it was imKing wrote that if repayment
was agreed to, the customer portant to formalize the fraud
did not have to sign a “notice of review process to see all codes
intentional program violation.” are followed while at the same
However, if a failure to follow time protecting the right of all
through on payments occurred, involved.
“It is important that we forKing wrote that then, “all action
can be taken to prosecute the malize this procedure so that
people have confidence that
customer for violation.”
King also stated that all cases State Law is being followed …
under consideration for pros- While the department has made
ecution must go through his referrals in the past, this MOU
office for approval before being will clarify which suspected
forwarded to the Common- fraud cases meet the criteria for
referral to the Commonwealth’s
wealth’s Attorney’s Office.
Attorney.”
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Future’s roadmap

South told the council and the board of supervisors that SRI’s involvement could help
bypass the type of municipal bickering that could paralyze an action plan as the community poises itself to deal with 20 years of coming social and economic change.

EDA says - the future is now!
But can the town and
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Late Washington Redskin
Coach George Allen popularized the phrase “the future is
now” as he peddled draft choices and youth for experience on
the gridiron. It was a win now,
worry about the future later
philosophy.
However, in a twist on that
theme both the Front Royal
and Warren County governments were told in late March
that if direct actions targeting
the community’s future are not
taken now, that future may be
irreversibly jeopardized.
The hard message came from
the board and staff of the Front
Royal-Warren County Economic Development Authority as it seeks funding to begin
implementation of a five-year
“roadmap to the future” developed by consultant SRI International. EDA Executive Director
Paul Carroll told the town and
county governments that the
EDA had funded SRI’s development of the “Future Community Roadmap for Front Royal
and Warren County” at a cost
of $120,000 in the past fiscal
year. Now the EDA is seeking
municipal help to extend SRI’s
contract into the implementation stage.
“Now we’ve got basically four
groups – town, county, chamber and the EDA – poised to
move forward with this plan.
We’ve got it laid out and obviously we’re here to ask for your
support to keep it moving and
we feel we have to with a financial commitment,” EDA Board
Chairman Mike South told the
town council on March 19.
“Are you asking the county
for funding?” Councilman Stan
Brooks asked EDA officials.
“We’re seeing them tomorrow,” Carroll replied.
As Brooks grilled Carroll and
Assistant EDA Director Jorie
Martin over where the current
EDA funding for the SRI project

Front Royal and the County of
Warren. It is not too late for us
– this community has a chance
county work together toward a common good? to get it right. Now the elected
officials have been provided an
came from, South interjected, going. There is already a lot of answer on how to move forward
“We don’t have a slush fund,” outside pressure on the county, and how to be proactive. And
reiterating Carroll’s explana- as well as the town. And we’re that’s where we stand now.”
tion of the funding sources in really trying to sell that sense
EDA land sales and property of urgency to you to keep this Town caution
rentals.
project going.”
Mayor James Eastham later
The EDA is seeking $15,700
South told both local govfrom the town and $34,300 from ernments that SRI would set said both the EDA and Downthe county, as well as contrib- down responsibilities for those town Business Association
uting $70,000 more of its own involved, as well as hold each were bringing detailed proposfunds to extend the $120,000 entity accountable for those re- als to council for quick answers
and that council should not be
annual contract with SRI. The sponsibilities.
contract is renewable annually,
Council hedged at commit- faulted for wanting to take a
Carroll said in response to a ting to the project without re- closer look at all funding proquestion from council.
ceiving more information, sug- posals in a tight budget cycle.
Councilman Eugene Tewalt
gesting another work session
told EDA representatives that
Outside facilitator
with the EDA in early April.
he was asking pointed funding
questions because council is
South explained his board’s Cooperate?
expecting to have to cut some
perspective on the importance
of maintaining SRI InternaFollowing the March 20 work of its own departments’ operational’s involvement. South session with the county, Deputy tional budgets in the coming
and Carroll both pointed to County Administrator Richard fiscal year, while the EDA was
SRI’s national and international Magnifico and Warren Coun- asking for another $15,700 on
business recruiting contacts ty Board of Supervisors Vice top of a three-percent operathat could help re-shape the Chairman Ron Llewellyn both tional increase from the town.
As if one request to fund
community’s employment op- said the board reacted favorportunities and wage scales. ably to approving its share of consultant’s help in determining a future direction for the
But South also pointedly com- the SRI funding.
mented on the level of objec“I think the board liked the community wasn’t enough, at
tivity SRI, formerly known as fact that there is a very specific its March 19 work session the
Stanford Research Institute, way to measure success. You town council was also asked for
brought to the table.
can see the responsibilities laid
South told the council, as he out, whose responsibility it is
later did the board of supervi- and the time frame in which it Uninvolved vehicle may have
sors, that SRI’s involvement needs to completed,” Llewellyn contributed to fatal crash
could help bypass the type of said.
municipal bickering that could
Asked later if he was con- By Roger Bianchini &
paralyze an action plan as the cerned over the town’s initially Mario Retrosi
community poises itself to deal hesitant reaction, Carroll said, Warren County Report
with 20 years of coming social “The town has said they’ll be
According to Virginia State
and economic change.
considering this and I couldn’t
“One of the major concerns imagine them not approving it Police, a third vehicle may have
about a consultant is everyone considering their constituents contributed to the fatal early
says, ‘Well, I’m sure you guys have asked how to get growth morning March 27 accident at
could do that at the EDA,’ Well, right and how to get change the intersection of Rockland
we can – but one of the biggest right. The community has asked Road and U.S. 340/522 North.
Patricia Ann Good, 44, of
factors right now is the objec- the questions and the EDA has
tivity that’s required to keep spent the time and resources to Page County, was pronounced
dead at the scene after her
moving forward, rather than get those questions answered.”
get ourselves bogged down
Carroll also pointed to the 1999 Ford Escort was struck
with ‘who’s doing that’ ‘who’s pivotal moment the commu- by a 1996 Ford Ranger pickup
truck headed north in the left
doing this’ and start pointing nity stands at.
fingers – we don’t want that,”
“The outside groups we have lane of U.S. 340.
Good was believed to have
South said. “We want to move brought in have said not only
into an implementation phase can you do this, you can be a been leaving a late shift at
as soon as possible because national model. And my per- DuPont when her vehicle was
there is really a narrow window sonal opinion is that is an struck as she attempted to turn
of time to keep this momentum amazing thing for the Town of left from a stop sign onto U.S.

a $25,000 contribution by the
Downtown Business Association to allow it to become part
of the Virginia Main Street Program. That move would require
the DBA to essentially disband
as it now exists and restructure
and re-elect new officers, representatives said.
The DBA program appeared
to overlap sections of the EDA
“roadmap” concerning Main
Street redevelopment.
Brooks suggested the DBA
approach the county about
funding, saying, “The county
has a big stake in Main Street.”
Brooks also pointed to the
town’s financial involvement
in development in the U.S. 340
North Industrial Corridor on
county land.
Council suggested a further
review of the DBA proposal in
early April. DBA reps said they
had an April 20 deadline for
submission and would be unable to reapply for three years if
they fail to meet that deadline.
“I’m a big supporter of downtown but . . . all I can say is this –
to have any chance with me you
are going to have to compress
quite a bit of education into the
next two weeks,” Brooks told
DBA representatives.

Truck may have blocked drivers’ views

340 from Rockland Road.
According to state police Investigator A.L. Williams the
driver’s of the two involved vehicles views of each other may
have been obscured by a tractor-trailer turning right onto
Rockland Road from 340.
The accident occurred in
early morning darkness. Warren Fire and Rescue Dispatch
received the call at 5:50 a.m.
Units from North Warren, Linden, Middletown South Warren, as well as Warren’s Advanced Life Support and Chief
responded to the scene.
The driver of the pickup
truck, Jose Jiminez, was transported to Warren Memorial
Hospital with non-life threatening injuries. Jiminez, 40, of
Winchester, was subsequently
charged with driving without a
license.
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It’s time to put away heavy creamy soup recipes and start thinking about those
wonderful and light dishes of spring!

Creative cook

Springtime eats!
By Julia Merla

Today, we’re thinking light, in
anticipation of warmer weather. After all, when the temperatures heat up, who wants to
spend a lot of time slaving over
a hot stove? It’s time to replace
all those warm, tummy-filling
comfort foods with lighter fare.
Thus, I offer a treasure trove of
recipes for you to try as the season changes.
What could be more refreshing than a salad that mixes fresh
fruits of the season with crisp
greens, vegetables and finished
with cubed Jarlsberg (a favorite
specialty cheese that complements a wide range of flavors
and dishes)?

Good eating

rack. Measure 2 tablespoons dressing;
brush 1 tablespoon
dressing over chicken. Broil 8 - 10 minutes, turning once
and brushing again
with dressing, until
chicken is no longer
pink in center. Cool 5
minutes; cut chicken
into bite-sized strips.
Toss together salad
blend, chicken, pears,
pea pods, cheese and,
if desired, crushed
pepper. Drizzle remaining dressing over
salad and toss to coat.
Serves 3-4.

ASIAN CHICKEN SALAD
2 boneless, skinless
chicken breasts
1/2 cup Oriental OR
Oriental chicken
salad dressing
1 package Italian OR
Hearts of Romaine
Salad Blend
1 (15-ounce) can pear
halves, drained
and sliced
1 cup fresh pea
pods, stringed and
MEDITERRANEAN
halved crosswise
WRAP
3/4 cup shredded
1 package Italian
Jarlsberg Lite cheese
OR
Crushed red pepper,
Mediterranean
to taste, optional
Salad Blend
Preheat broiler. Arrange
1 (15-ounce can)
chicken breasts on broiler pan
pear

halves, drained
and sliced
1 cup (4
ounces) diced
Jarlsberg
Lite cheese
1/2 cup slivered
red onion
1/3 cup bottled low fat
ranch-style
dressing
8-9 burritosize
flour tortillas
Toss together
salad blend,
pears, cheese
and
onion.
Add dressing
and toss to
coat. To Assemble wraps:
place a tortilla on serving
plate. Spoon 1

cup salad mixture in center. Fold
bottom edge of tortilla over filling, then roll up from right side
to enclose filling. Secure wraps
with sandwich picks, if desired.
Repeat with remaining tortillas.
Serve immediately. Makes 8-9
wraps.

slice into wedges. Brush with
lemon juice. With sharp knife,
peel oranges, removing white
membrane (save peel for Citrus
Dressing, below). Slice crosswise into thin slices. Line a salad bowl or platter with endive
and watercress. Layer fruits
over greens. Sprinkle with nuts,
PEAR AND ORANGE SAL- chives and arrange clusters of
AD
grapes and cheese. If desired,
4 red Bartlett pears
serve with one of the suggested
1 bunch watercress,
dressings, below.
washed and trimmed
Citrus Dressing: Whisk to1-2 tablespoons
gether 1/2 cup each each canolemon juice
la oil, orange juice with 1 table1/2 cup walnuts, broken
spoon minced red onion, grated
into pieces
zest from 2 navel oranges, salt
4 small navel oranges
and pepper, to taste.
Chunky Blue Dressing: Mash
2 tablespoons
cut chives
8 ounces creamy blue cheese
4 Belgian endive, sliced
(Saga Blue), without rind. Add
thinly
1 1/2 cups plain yogurt and
Small clusters
blend well. Stir in 2 tablespoons
of red grapes
aquavit or vodka (optional) and
2 cups cubed
black pepper, to taste.
Jarlsberg Lite cheese
Quarter and core pears; (c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.
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Diversions

Some fun things that make you think. The solutions to the puzzles are on
page 39. NO PEEKING!!!

You don’t say!
• Bees do not have ears, but
they have an excellent sense of
smell with chemoreceptors in
their antennae.
• The hippo is the third biggest
land animal, slightly smaller but
heavier than a white rhino. The
elephant is the biggest.
• Adult frogs are carnivorous
and will eat just about anything smaller than themselves,
including insects, worms and
even other frogs.
• The world’s earliest known
plank-built ship, made from
cedar and sycamore wood and
dating back to 2600 B.C., was
discovered next to the Great
Pyramid in 1952.
• The pilot with the most flying hours is American John
Edward Long. From May, 1933
to April, 1977, he flew 62,654
hours, achieving a total of more

than seven years airborne.
• Long before Detroit became
renowned for the production
of automobiles, the city had
earned a national reputation
for the manufacturing of cigars
and chewing tobacco.
• Tobacco companies were
among Detroit’s leading employers at the turn of the 20th
century, employing more than
10,000 people. In the mid1920s, it was estimated that
210 million cigars and 14 million pounds of chewing tobacco
were produced in Detroit each
year.
• Phobos, one of the moons
of Mars, is so close to its parent planet that it could not be
seen by an observer standing
at either of Mars’ poles. Phobos make three complete orbits
around Mars every day.

History
On April 6, 1712, a slave revolt took place in New York, resulting in 21 executions ... April
5, 1764, the Sugar Act placed
duties on lumber, foodstuffs,
molasses, and rum in the colonies to pay for French and Indian War debts ... April 2, 1792,
the Coinage Act established
the U.S. Mint in Philadelphia
... April 3, 1860, the first Pony
Express service began between
Sacramento, Calif., and St. Joseph, Mo. ... April 6, 1909, Admiral Robert E. Peary claimed to
have reached the North Pole on
his sixth attempt, accompanied
by Matthew Henson, a black
man, and four Eskimos ... April
8, 1913, the 17th Amendment
was ratified, providing for the
direct popular elections of U.S.
senators ... April 3, 1936, Bruno
Hauptmann, convicted of kid-

napping and killing Charles
Lindbergh Jr., was executed ...
April 2, 1947, the UN Security
Council voted to place the Pacific islands formerly mandated
to Japan under U.S. trusteeship
... April 3, 1996, U.S. Commerce Secretary Ron Brown
was killed in a plane crash in
Croatia ... April 6, 2003, the U.S.
flew Ahmed Chalabi, leader of
the Iraqi National Congress (a
London-based organization of
anti-Hussein groups) and 500
to 700 Iraqi fighters to southern Iraq ... April 6, 2003, British
forces moved into Basra in the
south of Iraq ... April 7, 2003,
by this date, organized Iraqi resistance had been wiped out ...
April 8, 2003, by this date, major Iraqi government buildings
had been occupied by U.S. and
British forces ... April 2, 2005,

Pope John Paul II, supreme
pontiff of the Roman Catholic
Church for more than a quarter
century, died in his apartment
at the Vatican ... April 2, 2005,
in continuing violence, an assault on the Abu Ghraib prison
wounded 23 U.S. soldiers and
13 prisoners. (c) DBR Media

Movies
1. I Think I Love My Wife starring
Chris Rock Rated: R
2. 300 Gerard Butler R
3. Premonition Sandra Bullock PG-13
4. Wild Hogs John Travolta PG-13
5. Zodiac Jake Gyllenhaal R
6. The Number 23 Jim Carrey R
7. Ghost Rider Nicolas Cage PG-13
8. Music and Lyrics Drew Barrymore
PG-13
9. Breach Ryan Phillippe PG-13
10. Norbit Eddie Murphy PG-13
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This issue’s crossword puzzle theme is “Getting ready for Easter.”
The solutions to the crossword and the Sudoku puzzle are on page
39. NO PEEKING!!!

ACROSS
1 Big piece of ice
5 Worthless part
10 See 20 Across
14 Veranda
15 Blimp’s need
17 Baseball player
20 With 10 Across,
pre-Easter happening
23 Feel rotten
24 Easy and others: abbr.
25 Piece of furniture
26 Roman official
28 No and Jekyll,
of films: abbr.
29 Rathskeller
31 Beauty parlor staple
34 Shrew
35 Old-fashioned one
36 Muslim title
39 Drink
40 Concerning
41 Pre-Easter happening
48 Florence’s place
49 Limp __

50 Minute
54 Square measure
55 Choir member’s item
58 Burglarize
60 __ with; backs
61 “Kingdom come” forerunner
62 Andorra’s location: abbr.
63 Secondhand
65 Growth of lymphoid tissue
67 Dale Evans, for one
70 Mao
72 __ help; failed to do any good
75 State
77 Took the cup
78 Kennel noise
81 Like seaweed
82 Start of a nation
84 Compares
86 Surrounding atmosphere
87 Late Sal
88 Draw
90 Kitchen wear
91 With 110 Across,
pre-Easter happening
97 Bump off
100 Rubber tree plant mover

101 Allen or Gibson
102 Close
103 Zippy atom
104 Heap
106 Pouch
107 Slangy relation
110 See 91 Across
112 Labored
117 Magnavox rival
119 Boat propeller
120 Pre-Easter happening
125 Planter
126 Kids
127 Waiter’s offerings
128 Sandbar
129 Hurt
130 Lying spots
DOWN
1 Gets water out of a boat
2 Ending for exist or differ
3 Cheers
4 Present topper
5 Author Lawrence’s monogram

Puzzles
6 Autos of old
7 Central European river
8 Essence
9 Fat
10 Mauna __
11 Type of eagle
12 Friendlier
13 Having metatarsals
14 Den
16 1961-65 TV sitcom
18 Meat cuts
19 D’s next-door neighbor
20 Rage
21 Habit
22 Dizziness
27 Self-regard
30 Cereal grass
32 Urge
33 Consume
35 Take a Cessna
36 Attack
37 Orr’s scores
38 Continent: abbr.
40 Equipping for battle
41 Order
42 Skin problem
43 Not any
44 Porter
45 Okla.’s neighbor
46 Beaver’s dad & others
47 City in the Ruhr Valley
51 Bother
52 Garland
53 Leary’s substance
55 Like felled trees
56 Inexpensive cars
57 Diagnostic test letters
59 Stick
64 Honorable
66 Bills

67 Acquire
68 “All __”; ‘84 Diana Ross/
Julio Iglesias song
69 Chastising oneself about
71 Bleater
72 Maugham’s initials
73 Foreman’s ‘74 nemesis
74 Sermon topic
76 “Get __!”
78 Cosmonaut Gagarin
79 Common metal
80 Angina
83 Takes as a tenant
85 Barbie’s beau
86 Mar.’s follower
89 Cruise
90 To the point
92 Spud cousin
93 __ flash; instantly
94 Double-curve
95 Dock
96 Capitulate
97 Caesar
98 Members of a British House
99 Retaliatory phrase opening
104 Out of the way
105 Comfy
107 Phony
108 Bum’s togs
109 Alternatives
111 Prophet
113 Decorates cakes
114 Rich soil
115 __ Maxwell
116 Industrious one
118 Nautical term
121 Born
122 Nixon’s follower’s monogram
123 Three in a row
124 Stop

SUDOKU

Sudoku requires no arithmetic skills.
· The object of the game: fill out all the blank squares with the correct numbers.
· Each row of 9 numbers must include all digits 1 through 9 in any order.
· Each column of 9 numbers must include all digits 1 through 9 in any order.
· Each 3 by 3 subsection of 9 numbers must include all digits 1 through 9.
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Poison and murder play in some new entertainment offerings and we’re reminded why a drive to Miami brings
a lot more than a scenic drive!

Books, movies and travel
Flicks

Book lover’s review

Curse of the Golden Flower The Vanished Hands by Robert Wilson

By Zane Binder

Revenge, tasty as it might
seem following a terrible injustice, has through the ages
been shown an ineffective deterrent. It’s one of the main
themes, however, in “Curse of
the Golden Flower,” a subtitled
Chinese film. Though actually
born from a ‘30s play, director
and screenplay writer Zhang
Yimou along with Wu Nan
and Bian Zhihong have turned
what could have been just another mediocre film into a near
masterpiece. Still in theaters
but due out on DVD ($28.95)
at April’s beginning, it’s a flick
that defies today’s logic.
Director Yimou (“Hero,”
“Raise the Red Lantern”), by
casting Chow Yun Fat (“Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon,”
“Anna and the King”) as the
male lead, chose one of the
world’s, or at least Asia’s, best
male actors. Gong Li (“Memoirs of a Geisha”) was picked
to play opposite Fat, one of the
few women who could stand up
to his dominating screen presence. The choices were correct
for this R-rated, 120-minute
flick as incest, betrayal, murder,
fratricide and slow poison are
the show’s main themes.
The story begins in Beijing’s
Forbidden City, the historic
home of China’s rulers. It’s set
more than 1,000 years ago in
the Later Tang Dynasty. Just as
in European courts of the time,
ambition, backbiting or merely
a carelessly used phrase could
get one tortured and killed.
Just as the plot begins unfolding, something else grabs your
attention. It’s the sets and costumes, most of which use the
brightest imaginable day-glo
colors. No director wants the
audience to be terminally distracted from the plot or characters. Yimou, however, purposely oversaturated the flick’s
hues. Yimou stated he wanted
to convey opulence and decadence as even in today’s world,

money for such beauty must
come from lowly taxpayer assessments.
As the wheel of time turns, we
soon infer that the queen (Li) is
intimate with her stepson. The
youth is also intimate with a
servant girl, and while this unfolds, we learn the king (Fat) has
known of the queen’s peccadilloes for some time. Predictably,
he doesn’t like it and has been
having her drink “anemia” medicine for years. Lately, there’s
been a slight formula change
- a mushroom that will slowly
make one go mad. The queen
married the king in an arranged
union to cement alliances; it’s a

By Joy Michael

work cut out for him. He has full of information. The readers
the police help as much as they finds out how corrupt Mexico
This book was quite interest- can, but his gut tells him they and the U.S.A. can be. Inspector
ing but took a long for me to
Falcon uncovers lots of wrongget through it. Is about a man
doing by the Mexican Mafia
who goes to Mexico to investiand just how much control they
gate the mysterious death of a
have over their country. Things
very wealthy couple. The wife
happen there that are difficult
was strangled, and the husband
to believe. Worse, the more he
apparently drank a bottle of
uncovers, the more things get
poison. Inspector Falcon is in
hushed up. People and their
charge of the investigation. He
families are threatened, and the
starts investigating, and a few
heads of the Mafia quietly disdays later, another dead body is
appear into the woodwork. It’s
found and deemed a suicide. As
quite a complicated case and
the police start looking for facts
involves so many people, it’s
about the two cases which haphard to imagine it could happen to be in the same neighborpen.
hood, they find a third body,
Go ahead and give this book a
which really sets them off in a
try, although I think men would
different direction.
like this book better than womThey find out the Mexican
en. Still, readers who like comMafia and also important peo- are not fully cooperating.
plicated stories with twists and
ple from the States are involved.
This book is long and, at times, turns will find this a good read.
Inspector Falcon really has his tedious, but the ending is chock
(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.

On the road again
Colorful Miami, FL
By Glenn Arnette, III

loveless match. Later, we learn
he wants his throne heir not to
be the usual oldest son; somehow, if the queen dies, things
will be easier. The youngest of
the two boys, however, doesn’t
want the throne. From here,
the plot quickly spirals downward, but the action picks up.
The battle scenes are incredibly
entertaining. Further details
would merely be spoilers.
Overall, “Curse of the Golden
Flower,” even with subtitles,
rates in the fabulous category.
See it on the silver screen if you
can; it’ll lose impact even on big
screen TV’s.
Email Opossum@ix.netcom.
com
(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.

Ever thought about a travel
experience in Miami, Florida?
Truly, there is nothing like it!
Some call it Paradise; others
call it home.
When you decide that Miami
could be the place to vacation
and play, you can arrive by car
traveling along I-4, the Florida
Turnpike or fly into their International Airport. Miami Beach
is a world of its own. Towering condos and hotels line the
famous beach allowing you
to vacation under umbrellas,
pavilions and relaxing chairs.
From thongs to full coverage,
speedos to baggies, everything
goes down at the beach. South
Beach offers the finest indoor
and outdoor dining right on the
strip. The hotels are out of days
gone by and sparkle with neon
lights and bright colors. Musicians offer Latin and American
sounds, and you will see danc-

ing in the streets. There is nothing like a good tropical drink
while watching the world go by.
If you are into cigars, you will
be in the right place.
There is a nice secret in the
Miami area, and it is out on
72nd near the airport. It is the
Merchandise Mart. For some
reason, they will allow anyone
to shop there, regardless of
whether you are a shop or business owner. It is wholesale at its
best, and you will find some of
the best jewelry and handbags,
including the real ones, all inside the Mart.
My favorite restaurant in Miami is La Rosa on 7th. (Type on
the bar line of your computer La Rosa Restaurant - it will be
there!) Phone: (305) 541-1715.
Ask for Jose, and tell them I
recommended it! You will get
a good seat and prices are very
reasonable! It’s Cuban food at it
best with the best Cuban coffee anywhere. When will we be
able to go back to Cuba? At one
time, it was a real paradise! One

day, Cuba will be Cuba again.
We all pray for that!
Miami and Miami Beach offer a world of entertainment for
your entire family. Check out
their many sites packed with
information, including great
bargains at hotels at (www.miamiflorida.com).
Remember our website at
www.travelstorymagazine.com
or e-mail us with your thoughts
and travel ideas to VGArnette3@aol.com.
Until next time, I will be in
New York for a few days catching up on the theater and
FOOD! (c) 2007 DBR Media
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More time-wasters from your friends at Warren County Report. Don’t worry, we won’t
tell your boss!

Quotes
“On life’s journey faith is nourishment, virtuous deeds are a shelter, wisdom is the light by day and right mind
fullness is the protection by night. If a man lives a pure life, nothing can destroy him.” - Buddha
“It is the heart which perceives God and not the reason. That is what faith is: God perceived by the heart, not
by the reason.” - Blaise Pascal
“The most valuable things in life are not measured in monetary terms. The really important things are not
houses and lands, stocks and bonds, automobiles and real state, but friendships, trust, confidence, empathy,
mercy, love and faith.” - Bertrand Russell
“Why are we Masters of our Fate, the captains of our souls? Because we have the power to control our
thoughts, our attitudes. That is why many people live in the withering negative world. That is why many people
live in the Positive Faith world.” - Alfred A. Montapert
“I do not pray for success, I ask for faithfulness.” - Mother Teresa
“Nothing is more noble, nothing more
venerable than fidelity. Faithfulness and
truth are the most sacred excellences and
endowments of the human mind.” - Marcus Tullius Cicero
“We must do our business faithfully,
without trouble or disquiet, recalling our
mind to God mildly, and with tranquility,
as often as we find it wandering from him.”
- Brother Lawrence

Trivia Time
1. What word was on the lower righthand corner of Life’s last weekly issue?
2. What park’s entrance is graced by the
Roosevelt Arch?
3. What are you doing if you yarn over or
pop corn?
4. Who was known as “The Father of
Country Music?”
5. What features are missing from Little
Orphan Annie’s face?
6. What is the northernmost U.S. state
apart from Alaska?
7. What was Gerald Ford’s middle name?
8. Who succeeded Josef Stalin as Russian
premier?
9. What kind of fruit were the golden
apples of Greek mythology?
10. What actor was known as “The Great
Stone Face?”
Trivia Time Answers
1. Goodbye; 2. Yellowstone National
Park’s; 3. Knitting; 4. Jimmie Rodgers; 5.
Pupils and irises; 6. Minnesota; 7. Rudolph;
8. Georgi Malenkov; 9. Apricots; 10. Buster
Keaton

More diversions
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Turning to ride, it approaches the best in class. There’s no “porpoising” at all, and except over huge bumps or dips it’s well controlled.
The Land Cruiser’s not cheap, but quality never is.

Thunder road

Toyota FJ Cruiser 4X2
By Zane Binder
Looking for an alternative
to DaimlerChrysler’s supertough but somewhat less than
civilized Jeep? Visit a Toyota
dealer and test drive the new FJ
Cruiser, a vehicle available with
options that’ll tailor it for the
outback or equip it for sophistication and comfort.
From outside, it’s immediately apparent the four-door
FJ’s truck-based, its traditional
body on frame construction
designed for maximum rigidity.
Up front, the cloth bucket seats
are water repellant, and in back,
the 60/40 split bench boasts removable cushions. The spare is
full-sized and is mounted out of
the way, on the rear door. Un-

derneath the vehicle are skid
plates to protect the engine,
fuel tank and transfer case.
The overall standard equipment level is high, as it should be
for $22,300 base. A tilt steering
column connected to a powerequipped variable ratio gearbox
shows much thought was put
into both the driving position
and vehicle control. The analog
instrument panel offers a full
set of gauges, nook and cranny
storage is abundant and there’s
even an abundance of cupholders and power points. Electric
windows, locks and air conditioning will help make driving
more pleasant. Rear Parking
Sonar, keyfob entry, power outside mirrors, a rear wiper, daytime running lights and more

SHOP RATES

are all small parts of the
optional for $1,840 Convenience Package.
Safety has been given
a high priority in the
FJ, with both driver and
passenger airbags being
standard. Vehicle Stability and Traction Control,
Antilock Brakes, Electronic Brakeforce Distribution, Emergency Brake
Assist and an Automatic
Limited Slip Differential
are also welcome bits of
equipment.
Under the hood is
Toyota’s proven 4.0 liter,
239 HP V6 with Variable Valve Timing. Low-end
torque is abundant and, even
at highway speeds, it’s smooth
and quiet. The FJ’s 0-60 time
was observed at 7.9 seconds;
fuel efficiency on high test was
16 city and 21 highway (EPA
19/22). Towing capacity is 4,000
pounds.
Turning to ride, it approachDBR Media

Cars and trucks

DIRECT BILLING

es the best in class. There’s no
“porpoising” at all, and except
over huge bumps or dips it’s well
controlled. Freeway cruising at
90 is easily possible, though this
vehicle obviously isn’t designed
for high-speeds.
Turning to handling, the Land
Cruiser’s coil-spring live-axle
suspension with stabilizer bars
has the attributes of a moun-

tain goat. It’s well engineered,
though with a 40+ foot turning
circle and off-road type tires, it
isn’t nimble.
The Land Cruiser’s not cheap,
but quality never is. Don’t hesitate to buy one!
Zane loves your letters!
E-mail:
Opossum@ix.netcom.com
(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.

INSURANCE REPLACEMENTS
Full Line of Rental
Cars and Trucks

OPEN 7 DAYS
A WEEK!

540-636-2090
348A COMMERCE AVE
FRONT ROYAL, VA
FAST FREE PICKUP, JUST A PHONE CALL AWAY!

CASH OR CREDIT CARD

VAN RENTALS MOVING TRUCKS
SERVING WARREN, SHENANDOAH,
PAGE AND FREDERICK COUNTIES
WINCHESTER LOCATION: 540-667-8304

MOVING TRUCKS

15 PASSENGER VANS
· SHUTTLE BUSES
· CARGO VANS
· MINIVANS
New Winchester location: 110-7 Featherbed Ln

SUPPLIES

BOXES

LOCAL/ONE-WAY

