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Like a skilled fighter unexpectedly knocked out early in his first title shot, Ron Mabry
believes next time will be different – that he stumbled over a lucky punch from “the
champ.”

Politics

Smedley and Mabry 1 on 1 in revenue rematch

Roger Bianchini

Brady’s withdrawal will test Mabry’s theory November is different than May

Incumbent Warren County Commissioner of the Revenue John Smedley (above) greets voters at a recent
Republican canvass while challenger Ron Mabry (below) pauses for a picture with former Warren CountyBoard of Supervisors Chairman Bret Haynes.

new work schedule that he feels
will not leave him with the time
necessary to conduct an effective
campaign. Brady is moving over
to Dellinger Motors, a used car
dealership in Winchester from
his previous position in sales
with Shenandoah Ford in Warren
County.
“I never really was a politician.
So, the last time I didn’t know how
much time you need to devote to
a campaign, this time I do,” Brady
said. “To win this election you’ve
really got to go out and knock on
doors and I just don’t believe I
was going to have the time necessary to accomplish that.”
“I want to wish Mr. Brady a
lot of success in his new venture
in his job and I wish him all the
best,” Smedley said when asked
about Brady’s decision. “As far
as my campaign goes I’m still on
course to do what I intended to
do, and that was to run a smooth
race.”

Roger Bianchini

Numbers & politics

By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Like a skilled fighter unexpectedly knocked out early in his first
title shot, Ron Mabry believes
next time will be different – that
he stumbled over a lucky punch
from “the champ” during the Republican canvass for the Commissioner of the Revenue nomination in May.
Mabry’s theory is now set to be
tested, as his November rematch
with five-time incumbent John
Smedley appears to be another
one-on-one contest. On Aug.
7, Independent candidate Steve
Brady officially informed the
Warren County Electoral Board
that he was withdrawing from

what was a three-way race for the
Warren County Commissioner of
the Revenue job.
“The general wisdom is that a
three-way race always favors the
incumbent,” Mabry said in the
wake of Brady’ decision. “So, certainly with Steve out of it and it’s
a one on one between John and
I, I think it will make the race
meaningful and I still feel confident that I can win, otherwise I
wouldn’t be in this race. But even
with Steve in, I was going to pursue it, bring out the issues and try
to make this a responsible campaign.”
Time & politics
Brady cited a job change and

In his 2003 independent challenge of Smedley, Brady gave the
incumbent his sternest test ever,
losing by only 135 of 7,227 votes
cast. Mabry’s May 22 result in
the Republican canvass was less
promising – a 1,011-395 thumping in a Party canvass open to all
registered voters. However, in
explaining his May 25 decision
to try again in November without the banner of the Republican
Party, Mabry said he believed the
smaller turnout and milder political climate of the spring made
Smedley’s 616 vote margin out of
1,406 votes cast a deceptive result.
“With the Republican canvass I
think there were a bit over 1,400
total votes cast out of a total of a
little over 21,000 registered voters
[in the county],” Mabry said. “So,
it certainly did not represent the
majority of the community. And
in the last race between John and
Steve Brady they had a combined
total of over 7,000 votes.”
Mabry believes that kind of
turnout will more accurately reflect the mood of the community
on the basic issues of the campaign.

Issues & politics

“I have a great deal of respect
for Steve,” Mabry said of his former three-way opponent. “He
did make a very strong showing
during the last election. And I
believe both Steve and I share a
common goal of creating a commissioner’s office that provides
open and honest partnership with
the county that is accessible and
accountable; and provides fair, efficient and professional service.”
Brady said he was initially
asked to oppose Smedley in 2003

‘John is very good at promoting himself.’
- Independent Revenue
candidate Ron Mabry
due to a perception by some that
the incumbent had focused more
attention on using his office to
establish a political power base
than in actual administration of
the office.
“I think there’s no one in the
community that would say John
is not a good politician,” Mabry
concedes “But I think what this
office needs is an administrator
and a manager and not a politician. John is very good at promoting himself but I think that
the office needs someone that
has the background, knowledge
and education for the office.”
“John will certainly at every opportunity, tell anyone that the tax
relief program for the elderly for
example, is really his when in reality it’s not,” Mabry says of one
recurring campaign issue. “The
county allows him to administer
it but it’s a county and a state program. John has the participants in
that program soundly believing
that unless he is in that office they
will not be eligible or they will not
be in that program or they will be
on the street – and there could be
nothing further from the truth.”
County
Supervisors
Ron
Llewellyn and Tony Carter have
said in the past the recurring issue about the tax relief program
has come from several thus far

unsubstantiated accusations that
some qualified by Smedley for
the tax relief program should not
be.
Since his defeat of Mabry in
the Republican canvass, Smedley has attempted to remove the
main issue each of his opponents
since 1997 has used as the basis
of their campaigns against him
– his administration of the tax
relief program for the elderly and
disabled. In a July 6 press release,
Smedley urged the county board
of supervisors to include an audit
of the tax relief program in a general county audit already being
conducted.
During subsequent discussion
at a board of supervisors meeting
the concept of an expanded audit
of the commissioner of the revenue’s office met with approval despite the additional cost, though
it was questioned whether a result of such a specified audit of
the tax relief program could be
received before early 2008, well
after the November election.

“That’s all they’ve been
doing is grandstanding …
It’s been politics the whole
time, every four years.”
Commissioner of the
Revenue John Smedley
Smedley said he believes an audit result of the tax relief program
can be made public prior to the
election. He said a memo from
the county’s contracted auditors
indicated they would be in his office Aug. 16 to begin their audit
and that a draft of their findings
could be available as early as the
third week of September.
While his opponents have
called Smedley’s audit request
political grandstanding, the fivetime incumbent counters of the
criticism directed at him, “That’s
all they’ve been doing is grandstanding all along. It’s been politics the whole time, every four
years.”
author: sunrajah@yahoo.com
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“We took an oath to defend the Constitution of the United States, as well as the Constitution of Virginia when we took the oath of office for the Town of Front Royal ...” Bret
Hrbek

Richmond mess

Is it our constitutional crisis, or not?
Council majority urges state to take lead on civil fee’s legality
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

As the legal and political storm
surrounding the constitutionality
of both civil remedial fees and the
2007 Comprehensive Transportation Act to which they are attached gathered strength around
the commonwealth, the Front
Royal Town Council, once poised
to take a political and legal lead
on the issue, finally took a stand
– more or less.
By a 5-0 vote (Bret Hrbek absent) on Aug. 13, the Front Royal
Town Council officially authorized its state representatives to
urge the governor and general
assembly to revisit, amend or repeal the inclusion of civil remedial fees in the 2007 transportation
bill.
Of course in the weeks since
such a resolution was first proposed by Hrbek, then morphed
into something stronger before
being tabled and re-morphed
into its original form, two judges have ruled the civil remedial
fees unconstitutional; one circuit
court judge has reversed one of
those decisions; Del. Athey has
long since urged the governor
and general assembly to reconvene and repeal the fees inclusion
in the 2007 transportation bill; a
federal and state constitutional

challenge of the entire transportation act has been filed (see related story); and Warren County
has sent a letter to Del. Athey
and Sen. Obenshain urging “the
General Assembly re-examine
the goals and fairness of the new
abusive driver fees, and come up
with a more even-handed, fair
and equitable solution to the
funding of transportation needs
for the future.”
While Front Royal has garnered
much statewide media attention
for being the first, municipality to
consider a legislative challenge of
its participation in imposing the
controversial civil fees, the issue
has become highly divisive one
on council.
“I just want to get past all this,
stop wasting our time and get
back to town business,” Eileen
Grady said at an Aug. 6 work session discussion of the civil remedial fee issue.
Grady says she does not take
constitutional issues lightly but
explains that with so many divergent legal opinions on whether
the civil fees will ultimately withstand legal challenges, Front Royal’s Traffic Codes may not be the
best place to begin a legal or political challenge of an emotional
issue.
An Aug. 13 ruling in Henrico
Circuit Court overturning an
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Aug. 2 lower court finding the
fees were unconstitutional further muddied the legal waters the
town is wading through. Grady
said she would rather wait for a
definitive legal opinion from the
state attorney general’s office before sending the town into a legal
and political minefield that could
come back to haunt it financially.
“I am not an expert on Constitutional Law, and will leave
those questions to those who
are,” Grady said. “Removing the
State Vehicular Traffic Code
from our town code could have
resulted in numerous legal challenges,” Grady said, reflecting an
unofficial opinion forwarded by
a deputy attorney general to the
town through Athey. “It is my belief that the most prudent move
is to ask the legislators who enacted this flawed code to fix or
repeal it. I am not inclined to see
the town use valuable time and
money to defend its code, when
the proper solution is to allow
our state delegates and senators
to deal with this problem – they
enacted this legislation, not the
Town of Front Royal, and they
are the ones that need to remedy
this situation.”
Grady also points out that every minute council spends debating what is ultimately a state
and federal issue, takes time away
from local duties councilmen
are also sworn to “faithfully and
impartially discharge” as part of
their oath of office.
While Grady may be accurate
in accessing the relative amount

of time and attention one Virginia municipality, hers, has devoted
to debating its role and responsibility on state and federal constitutional issues, one of her fellow
councilmen believes that time
was well spent, if frittered away.
“We took an oath to defend
the Constitution of the United
States, as well as the Constitution
and other laws of Virginia when
we took the oath of office for the
Town of Front Royal,” Bret Hrbek
pointed out following council’s
July 23 tabling of an ordinance
amendment offered by Town Attorney Tom Robinett. “It’s our responsibility to decide whether to
enforce things that we don’t think
are constitutional. It’s the same
with a soldier; if a soldier’s told to
do something that is outside the
constitution (or military code of
conduct), his excuse is not that
I have to do it. He’s still responsible to hold up the constitution
and the law of the land even if
he’s ordered otherwise. It’s like
Abu Ghraib (the U.S. Iraqi prison
torture scandal) and that whole
bit. So, the same thing applies to
every level of government. We all
have a responsibility – the president of the United States, the governor, the general assembly, to local members of the town council
to uphold the constitution.”
At council’s Aug. 13 meeting,
Tom Sayre read a statement from
Hrbek expressing his continued
support of not only the resolution
he authored, but also the stronger
action recommended by the town
attorney of removing the civil fee

section from town codes.
Missed opportunity?
On July 23, the glare of statewide media attention first descended upon the Front Royal
Town Council as it listened to its
chief legal counsel, Town Attorney Tom Robinett, propose doing
exactly what Hrbek believes was
the town’s responsibility. While
researching a resolution brought
forward by Hrbek urging the
fees be revisited by the legislature, Robinett decided the town
could take a stronger stand. His
proposal was that council revisit
its routine April adoption of annual changes to state traffic codes
and remove “as inappropriate”
the application of the civil fees
to misdemeanor traffic offenses
prosecuted under town codes.
Robinett advised council that in
his legal opinion the application
of the civil fees strictly to Virginia
drivers violated the equal protection clause of the U.S. Constitution. That legal opinion has twice
been upheld in two Richmond
area general district courts,
though reversed in one (see related story).
However, with council split
evenly Mayor James Eastham sided with Grady, Vice Mayor Tim
Darr and Stan Brooks, voting to
table the amendment that had
brought the rallying cry of “Not
in Our Town” on placards carried
by about 25 citizens present for
the July 23 meeting.
Hrbek, who voted with Sayre and

Question: I have power line and shade
problems. Why is tree topping bad?
Answer: The Tree Stewards of Front Royal/Warren County can help you
solve your problems without creating expensive and unsightly problems
that always come with tree topping. Sign up for our Fall program Tuesdays
from September 11 through October 23, from 7 to 9 p.m. Plus you’ll get
practical hands-on experience at our five half-day Saturday sessions during the course. Registration fee is $50. For more information call Herb,
636-9984, John, 631-9025, or email: frwctreestewards@comcast.net.

frwctreestewards@comcast.net
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Richmond mess
Eugene Tewalt against the tabling, saw the majority decision
as a lost opportunity.
“We could do what we could
do – we can’t override the law of
the state obviously but what we
could do was what was available
to us within the power we have as
a town. And that power is not to
allow unconstitutional laws to be
incorporated into the town code,”
Hrbek said of Robinett’s proposal. “So, we could have done everything we could have outside of
raising arms, which I don’t advocate, to defend the constitution.
If a judge or the general assembly or the governor decide they
want to ignore the constitution,
we know that we could sleep at
night, that we had done the right
thing to defend the rights of people on our streets.
“There was no question, if
you’re from D.C. or West Virginia or Maryland driving in Virginia
violating the same law that a Virginian was violating, that it was
a different punishment, which is
clearly a violation of the constitution.
“And our town attorney,
who is hired to give us legal advice, told us that exact same thing
… and I believe he was doing it
because from a legal perspective he believed it was the right
thing to do. And he was asked
to go up there and speak, first of
all, he didn’t volunteer. He wasn’t
doing it for his own glory by any
stretch … I think he was being
very sincere and from everything
I’ve seen in the five months or
however long he’s been with us,
he is a very good attorney. And
now the courts are reaffirming
what he said and unfortunately
we missed the boat on it.”
Performance review
At a closed session at the end of
its Aug. 13 meeting, council reviewed Robinett’s six-month job
performance. Leaving the Warren County Government Center

following that review and in the
wake of some pointedly hostile
questioning by Stan Brooks during the meeting, Robinett said he
had no idea how he had fared or
what the ultimate recommendation of council would be on his
job performance or employment
status.
Also scheduled during that
closed session, was discussion
of northside industrial corridor
commercial laundry business
FDR’s lawsuit against the town
over water and sewer rates and
connection requirements.
Other business
In a relatively light Aug. 13
agenda, council tabled action
on beginning the process of assessing property owners for the
installation of sidewalks along
Commerce Ave. from Stonewall
Drive to South Street and approved a consent agenda by a 5-0
vote that included:
• the addition of a part-time police officer at a cost of $15,000
from the department’s overtime
budget to help the FRPD through
some temporary staffing problems due to a variety of medical
and family medical leave issues
with the full-time staff;
• the joining of an AMP Ohio
energy diversification and purchasing group at an entry cost of
$9,500 and annual membership
of $15,000;
• and a $220,000 contract with
Sterns & Wheler on the Wastewater Treatment Plant project
following the firm’s Aug. 6 work
session presentation of the Scope
of Services Preliminary Engineering Report. The funding comes
from the Wastewater Treatment
Plant Building and Structures
account. The town is facing the
overhaul and expansion of its
existing plant due to state and
federal requirements at costs estimated at over $30 million.

...imagine how this discussion will play out at the council’s Aug. 20 work session – picture a Seinfeld episode with Kramer, George, Jerry, Newman, Elaine and George’s dad as
council – sort of like a session of the General Assembly, only smaller.

What did she say? Warren
Sayre seeks town revisiting of Deputy AG’s opinion
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

The wish of a majority of Front
Royal Town Councilmen may be
to permanently move the town
government past the controversial civil remedial fee issue – but
guess what? – It just won’t go
away.
Within two days of council’s
decision to proceed with caution
through the complex legal waters
surrounding the controversial
civil remedial fees, Councilman
Tom Sayre placed a revisiting of
the issue on the town’s Aug. 20
work session agenda.
Sayre believes Deputy Attorney
General Stephanie L. Hamlett’s
opinion forwarded to the town
through Del. Clay Athey can be
read in two ways.
Referencing a 1977 decision,
Robinson v. Commonwealth,
Hamlett wrote Athey that should
the town remove the civil fee
section of state codes from its
own traffic ordinances, it could
invalidate all the town’s traffic
codes.
Hamlett notes that by adopting state ordinances into its
own codes, a locality is allowed
to place all fines imposed from
those code violations into its own
treasury. However, she adds that
it must be fundamentally understood that the local codes must
conform to state law on those
offenses or “local ordinances inconsistent with state law are void
and unenforceable.”
Hamlett’s intent is to raise the
specter that all town traffic codes
will be unenforceable – and unpayable to the town – should the
town move to change its own

Obituary
David W. “Huffie” Huff
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David W. “Huffie” Huff, 45, of Middleburg died Monday, Aug. 13, 2007,
in the Warren Memorial Hospital.
A graveside service will be held on
Friday at 2:00 p.m. at Ivy Hill Cemetery in Upperville after which the family will receive friends at Atoka Store in
Middleburg.
Mr. Huff was born Nov. 6, 1961, in

codes from those of the state.
However, Sayre believes Hamlett’s referencing of the Robinson
case actually proves the opposite.
Sayre notes the Robinson v.
Commonwealth case involved
some livestock in Warren County that wandered off the owner’s
property. While the trial judge
found two sections of the local “fence” code Robinson was
prosecuted under unconstitutional, he convicted Robinson
on the initial section. Robinson
appealed, arguing he could not
be convicted on one portion of
a code ruled unconstitutional in
part.
In upholding Robinson’s appeal in Richmond, the Supreme
Court ruled the issue of “severability” of portions of the code
in question had not been established by the commonwealth or
the trial judge. Sayre believes
the same decision will hold true
should the civil fees ultimately
be ruled unconstitutional. Consequently, he says convictions
under town codes to which the
civil fees are attached could also
be overturned on the grounds
they incorporated an unconstitutional aspect of state law. So,
Sayre says the town could also be
challenged on the collection of
all court fines to which civil fees
were attached.
If your head is spinning, imagine how this discussion will play
out at the council’s Aug. 20 work
session – picture a Seinfeld episode with Kramer, George, Jerry,
Newman, Elaine and George’s
dad as council – sort of like a
session of the General Assembly,
only smaller.

Middleburg, son of Thomas Athey
Huff, Sr. and Effie Lee Edwards Huff.
He was a graduate of Loudoun Co.
High School; a maintenance worker
and night watchman for Foxcroft
School in Middleburg for eight years;
and an employee of Atoka Store in
Middleburg for eight years.
Surviving is a brother Thomas Athey
Huff, Jr. of Middleburg.
Pallbearers will be Larry Trussell,
Jody Ruffner, Randy Fowler, Russell
Polen, Rich Vipfel, and Brian Ruffner.
Maddox Funeral Home in Front
Royal is in charge of arrangements.
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“The odd range of plaintiffs ... would appear to prove the maxim that politics makes for
strange bedfellows.”

Richmond mess

Civil fee dominoes continue to fall across Virginia
Henrico, Richmond judges declare fees unconstitutional – and then …
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

The Virginia state government
is circling the legal wagons after
two Richmond area general district court judges ruled the civil
remedial traffic fees tied to the
$1.2 billion 2007 Comprehensive
Transportation Act unconstitutional on successive days in early
August. Despite a later reversal
of one of those decisions at the
circuit court level, additional
challenges continue to be filed
and appeals of all decisions are
expected to run through Virginia
courts for months.
But if the unceasing public
outcry and mounting legal challenges of the civil remedial fees
wasn’t enough to send political
heads and careers reeling around
the Commonwealth, as first predicted on these pages on Aug.
2, a challenge of the entire 2007
Comprehensive Transportation

Act on both federal and state
constitutional grounds was filed
by lead attorney Patrick M. McSweeney in Richmond Circuit
Court on Aug. 6.
That 13-count amended “indictment” of the entire transportation package features a list of
18 plaintiffs that runs the gamut
of personal and political interests
from a 26-year-old Warren County woman, Kathleen B. Crouch,
convicted of speeding (66/45) under state traffic codes in Warren
County General District Court
and her attorney, Front Royal
Town Councilman Tom Sayre; to
Phillip A. Rodokanakis, President
of the Virginia Club for Growth;
to neo-conservative Northern
Virginians Robert G. Marshall
(R-Prince William Co.) and former 32nd District Del. Richard
H. Black (R-Loudoun Co.).
The odd range of plaintiffs reflecting such varying political
interests as extremist right-wing,
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small government and anti-tax
advocates; to citizens victimized by large civil fees tied to
traffic convictions advocated as
an alternative to tax increases;
to builders fighting new proffer
standards; to controlled growth
advocates like Sayre would appear to prove the maxim “politics
makes for strange bedfellows.”
While builders and anti-tax
groups may have been pondering a legal challenge of the transportation act based on their own
interests as illustrated by a May 2
letter from McSweeney to Rodokanakis, they have now coupled
those interests with the public
outrage over the civil fee portion
of the new law – an aspect unreferenced by McSweeney in his
May 2 opinion on potential constitutional challenges of the new
law.
The unifying theme of the suit
is that the Virginia General Assembly went too far a field in several directions in its attempt to
pass a long-stalled transportation
infrastructure-funding package.
Front Royal attorney and Councilman Sayre has been a vocal opponent of the civil fee portion of
the new transportation legislation, but has also lauded the inclusion of increased municipal
control of rezoning requests and
proffer requirements on developers. However, Sayre calls the
entire 2007 transportation act
flawed.
“I can see no better way to protect the citizens of Front Royal,
Warren County and Virginia, necessitated by the actions of these
defendants, other than being a
named plaintiff and filing the
lawsuit in the Richmond Circuit
Court to overturn the recently
enacted legislation, Acts of Assembly 2007, Chapter 896 – the
entire transportation bill,” Sayre
said of his and his client’s participation in the challenge of the new
law.
Urban self-interest?
Addressing the issue of highprofile Republicans in the legal
challenge of the entire transportation act, 18th District Republican Del. Clifford L. “Clay”
Athey said, “I think what you’ll

find about most of them is that it
is the Republicans in the Northern Virginia and Hampton Roads
area, where the regional authorities are – that’s where most of
the uproar [about those authorities fundraising ability] is coming from. And I can understand
them. If I represented a Northern
Virginia district or a Hampton
Roads district, I would probably
be advocating that the whole
state should have to pay for our
road improvements as well.
“But to my constituents it’s a
great benefit,” Athey said of the
regional transportation authorities. “It means my constituents
and most constituents in Virginia
don’t have to pay for those huge
road improvements [in the major
urban areas]. And the reality is it
allows us to get our [road] programs funded using some of their
money without us having to pay
for their huge problems.”
In 2002, McSweeney was cocounsel for a number of plaintiffs
challenging legislation putting
sales tax increases on the ballot
in Northern Virginia and Hampton Roads for transportation
funding. McSweeney said the
court ruled that challenge could
not be heard unless voters approved the measures – both were
defeated. In 1996, Marshall and
McSweeney were the plaintiffs in
an unsuccessful federal challenge
of Virginia’s Open Primary Law.
Last year as co-counsel, McSweeney was part of a second such
federal challenge, winning at trial
in a case still on appeal to the U.S.
Court of Appeals in Richmond.
Urban vs. rural perspective
Athey said he continues to support an immediate revisiting and
removal of the civil remedial fees
from the new law but has fundamental problems with the remainder of the broad legal challenge. Athey was deeply involved
in portions of the act, such the
creation of urban development
zones centrally located around
town centers and more municipal control of developer proffer
in exchange for rezoning.
“I think if the challenge had
come solely limited to the abuser fee, I could have supported it

wholeheartedly. But when you
start going in and challenging all
these other sections, certainly the
land use portions, I have a problem,” Athey says. “I think the reality is if the overall bill is repealed
that we’re going to go back to
Richmond again and Gov. Kaine
is going to push for a 45-cent gas
tax increase. And if he’s successful, my constituents here in Warren County would be helping to
fund improvements in Northern
Virginia that under the current
bill are funded solely by their
constituents.
“Secondly, the land use reforms
that we engaged in, including an
impact fee that requires the development community to pay for
the impact of their development,
I think repealing that would be a
mistake because is think we need
to move in a new direction with
respect to development.
“And lastly, the funding from
that bill just this year alone is
going to fund five revenue sharing projects in Warren County
alone.
Bridge repair $
“Previously we had to take all
the available money from our
other [road] projects and move
it to that North Fork Bridge because of the condition it was in,
to get that project speeded up,”
Athey points out. “Within three
years the South Fork Bridge will
be in as bad a shape as that bridge
was. If we don’t have the funding
stream to fix that second bridge,
we could potentially face a tragedy like the people in Minnesota
are right now. Those two bridges
(North and South Fork) are identical in design to that bridge.
They have been my number one
priority in funding for transportation since I went to the General
Assembly because I fear – and I
ride over those bridges on a daily
basis – if we don’t get them both
upgraded in a timely manner.”
Defendants & plaintiffs
Among the defendants named
in the suit filed in Richmond
are the Commonwealth of Virginia itself, Governor Tim M.
Kaine, Attorney General Robert
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F. McDonnell, Delegate William
J. Howell, the Commonwealth
Transportation Board, the Northern Virginia Transportation Authority and the Hampton Roads
Transportation Authority.
The latter three entities are
named due to challenges of the
creation of regional authorities to
collect revenue to support road
improvement projects in highly
urbanized areas of the commonwealth. Last month, the Northern
Virginia Transportation Authority approved $300 million a year
in new spending financed by regional tax increases. The suit also
states that a planned $3 billion in
bond issues statewide cannot be
taken without going to referendum before state voters.
The suit also alleges that new
impact fees tied to rezoning for

development are being applied
on too broad a standard to developers and that the wide range of
disparate items in the bill, while
loosely related to transportation,
violate the single-object rule of
Virginia’s Constitution.
The civil fees are challenged on
five separate alleged violations
of both the U.S. and Virginia
Constitutions, including equal
protection, due process, double
jeopardy, excessive punishment
and unauthorized punitive statutes enacted by the state legislature.
The full list of plaintiffs in the
current challenge of the transportation act is: Paul C. Jost, Charles
Bartlett, John Berthoud, Richard H. Black, Kathleen Bernice
Couch, Robert K. Dean, Reid F.
Greenmun, Katherine Ann Mar-

shall, Robert G. Marshall, Edmund Charles Miller, Marcia S.
Miller, Kristina Rasmussen, Phillip A. Rodokanakis, Jacob Roginsky (Ph.D.), Thomas H. Sayre,
Frank W. Smerbeck, Gus Tsutras
and Michael D. Wade.
Civil fee dominoes
The judicial dominoes targeting portions of the transportation act began falling on Aug. 2
in Henrico County General District Court. Judge Archer L. Yeatts III said a $750 civil remedial
fee attached to a driving on a revoked license charge issued July
2 against Anthony O. Price could
not be imposed because the fees,
applied exclusively to Virginia
drivers, violated equal protection
under the law statutes of the U.S.

The 13-count amended challenge of the
2007 Comprehensive Transportation Act:
Count One asserts that this
omnibus legislation violates the
single subject rule of Article IV,
Section 12 of the Constitution of
Virginia.
Count Two asserts that the
provisions of Chapter 896 authorizing the imposition of several
taxes and fees by regional transportation authorities violate Article IV, Section 1 and Article
VII, Section 7 of the Constitution
of Virginia.
Count Three asserts, alternatively, that if the taxes authorized
by Chapter 896 are state taxes
imposed by the General Assembly as opposed to a regional authority, the legislation violates
Article X, Section 7 of the Constitution of Virginia in that the
revenues from these taxes are
not paid into the state treasury.
Count Four asserts that the provision of Chapter 896 allowing a
local governing body to impose
impact fees on property owners
applying for approval to develop
their land to offset the cost of
transportation facilities that will
benefit the community at large
and not merely the applicant’s
development violates the Takings Clause of Article I, Section
11 of the Constitution of Virginia
and the Takings Clause of the
Fifth Amendment to the United
States Constitution as made applicable to the states through the
Fourteenth Amendment.

Count Five asserts that the provision of Chapter 896 allowing a
local governing body to impose
impact fees on property owners
applying for approval to develop
their land to offset the cost of
transportation facilities that will
benefit the community at large
as well as the applicant’s development violates the Due Process
Clause of Article I, Section 11 of
the Constitution of Virginia and
the Due Process Clause of the
Fifth Amendment and the Fourteenth Amendment to the United
States Constitution.
Count Six asserts that the provision authorizing the issuance
of $3 billion in state debt to be
repaid with state tax revenues
without the approval of state voters violates Article X, Section 9
of the Constitution of Virginia.
Count Seven asserts that the
provisions of Chapter 896 for
the imposition of civil remedial
fees violate the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth
Amendment to the United States
Constitution.
Count Eight asserts that the
provisions in Chapter 896 for
payment of civil remedial fees
violate the Due Process Clause of
the Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments to the United States Constitution and Article I, Section 11
of the Constitution of Virginia.
Count Nine asserts that the
provisions in Chapter 896 for

the imposition of civil remedial
fees violate the Double Jeopardy Clause of Article I, Section
8 of the Constitution of Virginia
and the Fifth Amendment to the
United States Constitution as
made applicable to the states by
the Fourteenth Amendment.
Count Ten asserts that the provisions in Chapter 896 for the
imposition of civil remedial fees,
which are in fact fines, violate
Article I, Section 9 of the Constitution of Virginia, which prohibits excessive fines.
Count Eleven asserts that the
provision of Chapter 896 for
payment of civil remedial fees,
which are in fact fines, into the
Highway Maintenance and Operating Fund rather than to the
Literary Fund violates Article
VIII, Section 8 of the Constitution of Virginia.
Count Twelve asserts that the
provision of Chapter 896 empowering the Northern Virginia
Transportation Authority to issue bonds to be paid with tax
revenues without obtaining voter
approval violates Article X, Section 9 of the Constitution of Virginia.
Count Thirteen asserts that
Chapter 896 violates the rights
of two of the plaintiffs that are
protected by the Constitution of
the United States giving rise to
a cause of action pursuant to 42
U.S.C. § 1983.

Constitution.
The following day in Richmond
General District Court, Judge
Thomas O. Jones upheld a similar
defense argument in the reckless
driving case of Joseph C. Fields.
“A no-brainer,” was Jones appraisal of his decision that the
application of the $750 to $3,000
civil fees exclusively to Virginia
drivers was a violation of the basic
theoretical principal of American
justice – equal protection under
the law.
No-brainer may also be the tag
stuck on many sitting Virginia

state legislators, who now find
themselves targeted by not only
a populist uprising against the
high civil driving fees, but also an
urban Republican anti-tax rebellion targeting fundraising methods weighted heavily toward the
urban areas most in need of road
expansion, as well as a builder’s
revolt against increased proffer standards for their developments.
author:
sunrajah@yahoo.com

Fairness is in the eye of the beholder

Henrico judge says state financial need overrides
equal enforcement of law
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
The legal controversy over Virginia’s civil remedial fees took another turn on Monday, Aug. 13,
as the first lower court ruling the
fees violated federal equal protection under the law statues was
reversed.
In a six-page opinion, Henrico
Circuit Court Judge L.A. Harris
Jr. said the Virginia General Assembly was within its right to levy
high “civil fees” aimed at funding
road expansion needs exclusively
at Virginia residents.
“Clearly, Virginia residents
have more of an obligation to finance their own roads, than do
non-residents driving through,”
Harris reasoned.
The $750 to $3,000 fees are levied on top of fines imposed by
courts upon convictions for a variety of traffic offense from learner’s permit violations to DUI.
While Harris’s ruling overturns
Henrico General District Court
Judge Archer Yeatts III Aug. 2
ruling in the driving on a revoked
license case of repeat offender
Anthony O. Price, other existing
rulings and pending constitutional challenges remain around
the commonwealth amidst growing public anger and legislative
regrouping.
Among those appeals is one
filed on behalf of an 81-yearold Roanoke woman on a fixed
income hit with a $1,050 civil
fee on a reckless driving charge.
John Fishwick, attorney for Mary
Elizabeth Minter, said the fees
unfairly target the poor and are
defacto fines levied by the leg-

islature. Minter said fines must
be applied to the state’s Literary
Fund toward education.
Minter’s latter argument is
also part of a 13-count challenge
of the entire 2007 Comprehensive Transportation Act filed in
Richmond Circuit Court by lead
attorney Patrick McSweeney on
Aug. 6.
That suit in the name of 18
plaintiffs challenges the constitutionality of the fees on five separate grounds in Counts 7 through
11:
	1.
Equal protection statutes of the U.S. Constitution for
their exclusive application to Virginians;
2.
Due process guaranteed
in both the U.S. and Virginia
Constitutions because the “civil
fees” imposed by the legislature
are automatically imposed upon
judicial convictions without separate argument;
3.
Double jeopardy statutes of both the U.S. and Virginia
Constitution;
4.
Excessive fines prohibited by the Virginia Constitution;
5.
And the punitive nature
of the fines imposed by the legislature, a violation of the Virginia
Constitution. McSweeney has
explained the legislature created
the civil fees to bypass state law
requiring “fines” to be put into
the state’s Literary Fund for education, not earmarked for transportation improvements.
It is apparent Judge L.A. Harris’
ruling is simply the most recent
in what is likely to be an extended
judicial and legislative soap opera
in coming months.
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Opinion

Tide of history passes by the little town that couldn’t
A small town municipal fable – it’s not our job, is it?
It was business as usual – not
that that can’t be exciting in its
own right – in the Town of Front
Royal in past weeks as a modern
day Boston Tea Party erupted in
legal channels across the commonwealth against “taxation
without representation” – at least
thoughtful, reasoned and legally
supportable representation.
Front Royal, the little town that
couldn’t, was almost forgotten
by the statewide media that had
descended upon it July 23 as it
stood poised to become the first
municipality in Virginia to JUST
SAY NO to a role in assessing a
universally condemned – outside
the political halls of Richmond
– civil penalty against the citizens
of Virginia for a variety of traffic

Wouldn’t
your
ad look
great
here?

Call
Holly at
683-1078
or
636-8272

offenses.
What Front Royal’s quartet
of the cautious, Brooks, Grady,
Darr and Eastham, comfortably
watched develop from the sidelines was a tide of legal opinion
upholding what their own town
attorney told them on July 23 was
the case – that Virginia’s new civil
remedial fee statute violates the
basic principal of American justice – equal protection under the
law, guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution.
“I have been a lawyer for 32
years, I don’t walk away from that
principal and I don’t want you
to either,” Tom Robinett told his
council bosses of the justification
for taking a legal stand on principal rather than willingly par-

ticipate in imposing the civil fees
on cases prosecuted under town
traffic codes.
‘Yawn, Constitution, do we
have research on that?’ Stan
Brooks queried the town’s nonlegal staff. ‘Who does this guy
think he is, anyway? I’m the star
of this municipal show – off with
his head!!!’
‘We must ask the king, or the
governor, or the AG, or the deputy AG – don’t you dare dump
those fees in the Shenandoah
River without permission,’ reasoned Eileen Grady.
‘I’m torn, there are rules and
regulations – maybe we should
let those who created the problem fix it, they’re more qualified
to do that than us simple council

folk, aren’t they?” wondered Vice
Mayor Tim Darr.
‘Twiddle dum, twiddle de,
makes no difference to me – I
never get ticketed by town police,
I’m a very good driver,’ observed
Mayor James Eastham.
Postscript: two weeks after
their stellar non-performance on
the stage of Virginia and U.S. History, our intrepid town leadership
passed a Resolution asking 18th
District Del. Clay Athey to do
what he has already done, lobby
the governor and state legislature
to quickly revisit a wrong they
have visited upon the citizens of
Virginia.
‘I just want to get past all this
… and get back to the business of
the town,’ said Grady urging for-

ward motion on the irrelevant,
after the fact.
Post Postscript: The oath of
office administered to Virginia’s
elected officials, including mayors and town councilmen begins:
“I, (INSERT NAME), do solemnly affirm that I will support
the Constitution of the United
States, and the Constitution of
the Commonwealth of Virginia,
and that I will faithfully and impartially discharge all the duties
incumbent upon me as (INSERT
POSITION) …” – Oops, do we
have a legal opinion on that?
(By Roger Bianchini: sunrajah@
yahoo.com)
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“I think it is a toad-filled bill ... and enough peple were able to swallow enough toads so
that, that bill passed.” - Mark Obenshain

Richmond mess

Obenshain: for some transportation bill was hard to swallow
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

With the legal challenges and
questions surrounding the passage of the 2007 Comprehensive
Transportation Act gathering
steam in past weeks, do a majority of Virginia’s legislators feel
like they have a frog, or perhaps a
toad, caught in their throat when
it comes to explaining their votes
in support of that bill?
During a campaign fundraising stop in Warren County on
Aug. 8, 26th District State Senator Mark Obenshain, who voted
against passage of the final transportation package, described his
perception of the compromises
made to get a transportation bill

passed this year.
“I think that the architects of
that bill engaged in a careful process of counting votes and trying
to figure out the calculus of ‘how
can we get a majority?’ and ‘What
is going to be necessary to go in
that package?’ And frankly if they
put something in that was going
to cause them to lose a handful of
votes, they were looking for a way
that they could put something in
so they could gain a handful of
votes.
“So I’m not sure that there is
great loyalty to the particular approach [finally taken]. I think it is
a toad-filled bill and the question
for many people was, ‘Does it have
too many toads for me to swallow
or not?’ And enough people were

able to swallow enough toads
that, that bill passed.”
Obenshain did not speculate
on the outcome of the legal challenge filed Aug. 6, in Richmond
but said Virginia will continue
to face complex transportation
issues that will have to be addressed after all is said and done
in courtrooms across the commonwealth.
“The fact of the matter is
whether it’s just the abuser fees
that go down, or something
larger, we’re going to have the issue of how it is that we’re going
to fund transportation improvements in the Commonwealth of
Virginia,” Obenshain said. “The
fact remains that we have a transportation issue in Virginia, it’s a
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Twenty-Sixth District State Senator Mark Obenshain
says a lot of people swallowed a lot of toads to get a
tranportation bill passed this year after failing to do
so in 2006.
very complex issue and there are
no easy answers to that problem.
Obenshain said the bottom line
is how Virginia will ultimately
raise over a billion dollars to fund
road expansion and improvements.
“Are we going to do that by
living within our means, trying
to find out how with 20-percent
increases in our budget, we can
squeeze in a billion dollars of
transportation money out of the
$20 billion of additional revenue
we have over two years ago?”
Obenshain believes it is possible to achieve that goal but that
hard decisions will have to be
made along the way.

“We are about to embark on
a $400-million adventure at the
governor’s invitation to institute
a statewide pre-k(indergarten)
program across Virginia. It’s going to cost $400 million. Now, is
that a nice project, something that
has benefits? Absolutely, but how
does it fit with our priorities?”
Obenshain wonders. “We’ve got
an obligation, to essentially fund
the standards of quality for existing schools; number two, we’ve
got an obligation to make sure
we fund our road improvements
– and we’ve got to do that by
wisely spending the money that
we have.”

Mountain Mystic
Trading Company
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This full-color ad will be read by about 15,000 people in Front Royal and Warren County.
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newspaper by calling Holly at (540) 683-1078 or Rebecca at (540) 683-6311.
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so many more one of a kind items!

215-B South Street • Front Royal • 635-6318
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Skyline High School

Skyline
High School
Clockwise from left: Skyline High School library, front entrance, 2nd floor, Skyline Cafe, gymnasium, front entrance.

Photos of Skyline and Warren County High Schools by Roger Bianchini. Taken in early July during the 45th reunion of
Warren County High School’s class of 1962.

This full-color ad will be read by about 15,000 people in Front Royal and Warren County.
It costs as little as $28.14 for a one-time insertion or $18.75 per issue with an annual contract. Give your business the boost it needs with an ad in Warren County’s most popular
newspaper by calling Holly at (540) 683-1078 or Rebecca at (540) 683-6311.
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“The kids are lucky, I was very impressed with the new facilities. But the old Warren
County High School will always be in my heart.”
						
- Sandra Jenkins, WCHS Class of 1962

WCHS

Clockwise from left: Plaque at
Warren County High School,
front entrance, courtyard, library, gymnasium, hallway, auditorium.

The new WCHS and Skyline
High School dedications will
be on Saturday, Sept. 8. That
day is the 67th anniversary
of the dedication of the Luray Ave. WCHS, which occurred on Sept. 8, 1940. The
public will be able to tour the
new schools that day.

Warren County
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Union Hall Lounge

The Union Hall Lounge held it’s summer karaoke contest August 5th. All three winners placed at
the Warren County Fair. The Union Hall Lounge has open karaoke Sunday through Wednesday
evenings and is located on Chester Street next to Victoria’s Restaurant.

Ford: Easy
Tammy: I Will Survive
Carrie: Broken Wing
Jessica: Let ‘er Rip

Maria: Independence Day

Bobby: Free Bird

Chase: Johnny B. Goode

Shawn Seal: Pour Some
Sugar On Me

Kenny Smith: Will the Circle Be Unbroken

Mike Smith: The Gambler

David Hearn: You Raise
Me Up
Brian: He Stopped Loving
Her Today (3rd place winner)

Candy: Broken Wing
Rob: What’s a Memory
Like You
Mike: 3 Wooden Crosses
Jon Crim: Fast Cars and
Freedom

Butchie: Only God Knows
Why

Jordan McWhorter: Alone
(2nd place winner)
Sassy: That’s What I Like
About You

Baby C: Get Here (1st
place winner)

Judge: Shea Parker, Hanna Signs

Nancy: Sombody’s Hero

Judge: Bruce Beavers

Tara: Gold Dust Woman

Ron: We Just Disagree

Arch: Adalida

Josh Crim: Stupid Boy

Judge: Dan Nichols
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Land

Andrews purchases Richard’s tract land
For 20 years, local builder has farmed portions of land Wal-Mart wanted
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

approached the property owner
about renewing his lease.
“It started with a call to Bill
Richards on my lease this year and
went into the status of the property,” Andrews said. Andrews explained that his agricultural-use
lease has been month to month
for years due to the potential the
land could be sold for some kind
of development. He said that due
to the short-term lease he had he
was limited to growing hay on
the property. Now he is looking

Local developer Larry Andrews has purchased 121 acres of
the Richard’s tract land along the
northern bank of the South Fork
of the Shenandoah River once
coveted by retail giant Wal-Mart.
This week Andrews confirmed
the sale of the property he has
farmed for nearly 20 years. He
said the discussion of a purchase began in May when he

to plant corn and eventually other crops on agricultural portions
of the land.
“There’s not much better farmland in the county than that – you
could put anything on it. Some of
it will remain farmland as long as
I own it,” he said. Andrews claims
an emotional connection to the
property from his long-time
farming there and says that connection may have been a factor
on both sides of the negotiation
with the Richards family.
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Estimates were that Wal-Mart
was offering the then Richards
Trust at least $5-million to $6million for a 146-acre parcel.
Wal-Mart’s plan for a 184,000 s.f.
“supercenter” on the banks of the
Shenandoah River coalesced public and political opposition. However, the then Front Royal Town
Council and Wal-Mart appeared
to have struck a deal leading to
Wal-Mart’s acquisition of the
property until the Virginia Department of Transportation entered the fray. VDOT ruled WalMart could not begin required
road improvement proffers at the
intersection of Route 55 and U.S.
340 at the South Fork Bridge until work on the North Fork Bridge
was completed in 2009 or later.
Wal-Mart elected to move to a
site about a mile away, just north
of U.S. 340’s intersection with I66.
“I never thought I could afford
it,” Andrews said of the $2.3 million purchase price. He said the
deal was closed by mid-June.
Andrews estimated that 71 to

75 acres of the property is in the
riverside floodplain and zoned for
agricultural use. The remainder
is zoned Residential-One, meaning four houses per acre could be
developed residentially. Andrews
said realistically with road easements and right of ways, it was
likely no more than three houses
per acre could actually be developed there.
However, Andrews said his
plan for the property is multifaceted and as of yet, not fully
developed. While a residential
and commercial land developer,
Andrews said he is exploring
conservation easement options
that would include the purchase
of all or portions of the developable land. Andrews declined to
speculate on potential impacts
on the property of Front Royal’s
recently enacted slope ordinance,
limiting residential development
to parcels with an average slope
of 15 percent or less.
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Area resident Aaron Buracker is aided by a young girl
as he helps lay cinder blocks in what will be the bedroom of her new home. Aaron was part of a group
organized by Habitat for Humanity Global Village that
is planning another house-building trip to the Dominican Republic.
To read the story or find out how you can join the effort, see page 39.
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Roger Bianchini

Bridges

It appeared that the South Fork Bridge in Warren County was one of 11 deck-truss structures VDOT began reinspecting on Aug. 15, in
the wake of the Aug. 1, Minneapolis bridge collapse. The crew operating this machinery failed to respond to questions yelled their way
as this photographer drove by them around 7 p.m. the evening of Aug. 15, on his way to the SCC hearing on the Dominion Power line
proposal.
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Power line

SCC hears tide of opposition to power line

Roger Bianchini

Many cross county lines to express opposition to Dominion Power plan

One opponent of the proposed Dominion/Allegheny
Power line project held her babe in arms as she addressed the State Corporation Commission and a row
of attorneys to her right.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
The public got another shot at
Dominion and Allegheny Power’s
plans to run a huge 500-kilovolt
power line 240 miles through the
Northern Shenandoah Valley on
Wednesday, Aug. 15, in Warren
County – and they took it.
By 8 p.m. the count of public speakers appearing at a State
Corporation Commission hearing at the North Warren Fire Station had reached 38 against and
one for the plan.
That one pro comment was

from Front Royal-Warren County Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Sharon Baroncelli. Despite the opinion of some
chamber members that the business organization remain neutral,
the chamber leadership decided
to stand with the power companies on the issue of an ultimate
need for additional power in the
Mid-East corridor and the means
Dominion and its affiliates in the
P-J-M energy network have chosen to provide the power to meet
that future need – from existing
and pollution-ridden coal-fired
plants in the Ohio Valley.

One of those who disagreed with
that stance and told the SCC so
was 15th District Delegate Todd
Gilbert.
“The bottom line is that this
proposal doesn’t do anything for
the people of this area other than
create a blight on the land,” Gilbert said. “And if there is a better way to do it, it should be done
that way because this is going to
be a permanent fixture on the
land and if it can be done underground and people who need it
can pay more for it to make sure
we don’t have to be impacted by
it, I’d certainly think that’s the
way we should go.
“When you’re talking about the
transmission of energy you have
to do it through people’s property. And if there is a way to do
it that does not negatively impact
their interests and the interests of
entire communities and counties,
then certainly I think it’s worth it

to examine whether its even in
the realm of being economically
viable.”
Gilbert pointed out the projected need and benefit is not in and
to the communities he and others in the Northern Shenandoah
Valley represent. “The people
that live in this area are not going
to benefit from the energy transmission, it’s going to go to other
places and its going to benefit the
power company and benefit the
users far away from here.”
The power line would run from
Pennsylvania through Frederick,
Warren, Page, Rappahannock
Counties before turning east
across Fauquier and Prince William to a substation in Loudoun
County. The power is earmarked
to serve future needs in the D.C.
Metropolitan area and points up
and down the Mid-Eastern corridor.
Gilbert’s district includes all

of Shenandoah, Page and Rappahannock Counties and part of
Rockingham County.
Among the others speaking in
opposition to plan were Scenic
340 President Fred Andraea, state
Senate candidate Maxine Roles,
Nathan Vasser, for 26th District
state Senator Mark Obenshain,
Jim Law of Linden Vineyards and
numerous property owners, many
from outside Warren County.
During the early evening session, which began at 1:30 p.m.
and was to pick up again Thursday morning, Warren County
Supervisors Tony Carter and Ron
Llewellyn were interested observers.
The SCC has scheduled public
hearings across the impacted jurisdictions before weighing the
information it has in deciding the
fate of the project.
WZRV’s Chris Turner contributed to this story.
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Many are wondering when Front Royal will move from voluntary to mandatory
water restrictions during the current drought conditions. Upon the recommendation of Virginia Cooperative Extension Agent Crystal Smith, Warren County
has applied to the governor’s office for a declaration as a drought disaster area.
Smith told county officials drought conditions have persisted since June 19, resulting in a 60 percent loss of its hay crop ($136,000) and a 30 percent loss of
other crops ($3,249), meeting or surpassing the state drought standard of a 30percent crop loss.
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Briefs
New directional sign
The Front Royal Downtown Business Association is pleased to announce the unveiling of a new directional sign located in the Peyton Street
parking lot at the entrance to Kidd
Lane. “The DBA is proud to implement projects such as this that make
shopping in the downtown area much
easier for both residents and visitors
alike,” said Tim Frees, president of the
DBA.
The DBA would like to thank the
following merchants for their participation in this project: Stuff & Things
Antiques, House of Fabrics, Wynn’s
Restaurant, A Second Chance Thrift
Boutique, Main St. Carpet & Antiques,
Heaven Sent Shoppe, Main St. Daily
Grind, Main St. Mill Restaurant, Ebony
& Ivory Beauty Salon, Jean’s Jewelers, Gents Royal Barber Shop, North
of Downtown, Foster’s Jewelers, Ole
Timers Antiques, Chamber of Commerce, Schewel Furniture Co., First
Citizens Bank & Trust, Nicolle’s Jewelry Designs, Passages Travel, Bobbin
Along Quilts, Gourmet Delights Gifts
& Framing, Memories Engraving Plus,
Royal Oak Computers, Middle of Main
Emporium & Auction Gallery, RE/MAX
Choice and Ridgeline Designs.
If you are located on or near Main
Street and would like to have your
business listed on this sign, please
contact the Front Royal Downtown
Business Association by calling 540631-0099 or via email to dba@downtownfrontroyal.com. The cost is $25
per listing.
R-MA Adds English Honor Society
chapter
Front Royal, VA-- Under the guidance of department chairperson
Robert Davies, the English program
at Randolph-Macon Academy has
grown in recent years. A double-English period for grades 8 through 10
has been added, along with programs
designed to develop pleasure reading
and creative writing. This year, a new
honor society has been added: the
National English Honor Society. Having an English honor society program
at R-MA is something Mr. Davies has
wanted to do for some time, but there
was not an established program …
until now.
According to the brochure, “The National English Honor Society (NEHS)
recognizes the academic accomplishments of America’s high school students and promotes their continuing
interest in the English language arts.
NEHS is the only high school honor
society exclusively for students of

English.” NEHS is sponsored by the
equivalent organization of two- and
four-year colleges: Sigma Kappa Delta and Sigma Tau Delta, respectively.
“Like other honor societies, NEHS
offers leadership opportunities for talented students,” Mr. Davies commented. “It offers recognition, enrichment,
and community service programs. It
also offers national scholarship possibilities—each year, we can recommend students for college scholarships.”
There are three primary missions already planned for the first year of the
R-MA chapter. The first is an English
Lab, a center where students can get
peer assistance in writing, grammar,
research, and reading.
The second is a campus poetry program, which will include a “poem of
the month” distributed to students in
grades 9-12. Students will be encouraged to read the poem and submit a
brief written response online. Each
month, the four students giving the
best responses will be selected for a
meal off-campus. A variety of student
responses will be published in the
English announcement board as well.
The purpose is to generate informal
discussion and enjoyment of great art
and great ideas. The Poetry on Campus program culminates with a Poetry
Slam in April.
The third program is the Word of the
Day. Mr. Davies compares this to the
idea of the “word of the day” calendar
but for the entire school. The word will
be distributed through daily announcements and English classes. Additional
enrichment and community service
programs are being developed for the
new year.
Qualified students will be able to
apply for membership in NEHS in
September, and Mr. Davies expects
to hold the first induction ceremony in
October. The official name of the RMA chapter is the Byzantium Chapter,
which comes from the famous poem
“Sailing to Byzantium” by William
Butler Yeats. The Academy’s NEHS
program for this year had been generously funded by Keith Ramundo,
father of Max Ramundo, R-MA Class
of 2010.

fic associated with the new high school
opening on Westminster Drive.
The Town plans to construct a number of phased improvements over the
upcoming months, which will include
extension of the eastbound, left-turn
on John Marshall Highway at Westminster Drive, the construction of a leftturn lane on John Marshall Highway at
Richmond Road, the construction of a
left-turn lane on John Marshall Highway at Jamestown Road, construction
of a sidewalk from Jamestown Road
to Westminster Drive, and speed reduction throughout this corridor.
The first improvements constructed
will be the extension of the eastbound,
left-turn lane on John Marshall Highway at Westminster Drive. Work is
scheduled to begin the week of August 13. This work may require lane
closures resulting in traffic being directed by flagmen. Please observe
all direction provided within the work
zone. This work is anticipated to be
completed by August 22, 2007.
Due to the construction of the new
left-turn lanes occurring later this summer, eastbound left-turn movements
from John Marshall Highway onto both
Jamestown Road and Richmond Road
will be prohibited during the morning
hours of 7:00 am to 9:00 am and in
the afternoon hours of 3:00 pm to 5:00
pm. These restrictions are necessary
to prevent traffic congestion during
the peak traffic hours. These restrictions will be removed once the left-turn
lanes have been constructed.
The speed limit on John Marshall
Highway from Jamestown Road to
Walker Avenue will also be reduced
to 25 MPH. The speed limit on John
Marshall Highway near the intersection of Westminster Drive will also be
restricted to 20 MPH during school
hours.
Speed limit and left-turn restriction
signs will be installed Wednesday August 15.
Please be aware of traffic pattern
changes as you travel John Marshall
Highway
If you have any questions about
these improvements, please contact
the Department of Public Works at
(540) 635-7819.

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC

JOHN MARSHALL HIGHWAY
ROAD WORK & TRAFFIC PATTERN
CHANGES

CHERRYDALE AVENUE
WATER MAIN IMPROVEMENTS
PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING

The Department of Public Works will
initiate improvements on John Marshall Highway (VA Rt 55) beginning
the week of August 13, 2007 to help
mitigate the anticipated increased traf-

7:00 pm – Tuesday, August 21, 2007
The Department of Public Works will
conduct a Public Information Meeting
for proposed Cherrydale Avenue water

main improvements on Tuesday, August 21st at 7:00 pm in the third floor
conference room of the Town Hall, located at 16 North Royal Avenue.
The Town will be upgrading approximately 1,750 linear feet of existing
4” water main on Cherrydale Avenue
from Salem Avenue to River Drive.
The new water main will be an 8” main
to better serve this neighborhood.
The Town has hired a contractor to
conduct this work with construction
anticipated to begin on September
4, 2007 and completed within a fourmonth construction schedule.
This project will result in intermittent disruption of water service in the
neighborhood as the new pipe is installed. In addition, traffic disruptions
are expected. Adjacent property owners are requested to not park on the
street during this project to allow the
work to be performed safely.
Public presentation and discussion
of the project improvements will begin
at 7:00 pm.
If you have any questions about
these improvements, please contact
the Department of Public Works at
(540) 635-7819.
CHANGE OF SATURDAY BUSINESS HOURS FOR THE
TOWN OF FRONT ROYAL FINANCE
DEPARTMENT
Beginning August 1, 2007 the Town
of Front Royal Finance Department
located at 15 N. Royal Avenue will
only be opened for business the first
Saturday of every month from 9:00am
– 12:00pm. This is due to the decrease in “foot traffic” in the Finance
Department on Saturdays, as well
as, the introduction of telephone and
website transactions. Business hours
will be extended on a business day
during the upcoming tax season. The
following is a list of Saturdays for 2007
that the Department will be open from
9:00am – 12:00pm:
September 1, 2007
October 6, 2007
November 3, 2007
December 1, 2007
For your convenience there is a
night drop box located near the front
doors of the Finance Department.
This box is emptied every morning.
Automatic Billing Payment Authorization forms and applications for Utility
Service are located on the Town of
Front Royal website www.frontroyalva.com. Click Town Services, Finance
and Purchasing, Download Forms.
More information regarding payments,
rates, services and contacts can also

be found under Finance and Purchasing. If you do not have access to a
computer please visit or call the office
at (540)635-7799 Monday – Friday;
8:00am – 5:00pm.
Local American Legion Officers Attend Leadership College
Five representatives of Giles B.
Cook Post 53, The American Legion,
Front Royal, attended the leadership
college hosted by the Department of
Virginia American Legion: Clarence
Hartsell, Post 53 Sergeant at Arms and
Department of Virginia American Legion Vice Commander; Terry Persons,
Post 53 Commander; Doug Ramos,
Post 53 Adjutant and Commander,
District 15, American Legion Department of Virginia; and Clifton Dick, 2nd
Vice Commander of Post 53 and First
Vice Commander of District 15; and
Cathy Hartsell of the Ladies AuxiUiary
of Post 53. They were among more
than 200 leaders of the Department
of Virginia American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary and Sons of the
American Legion, taking part in the
Department of Virginia American Legion Family Leadership College from
August 10 to August 12,2007.
Participants shared ideas with volunteer leaders from across the State as
well as four members of the American
Legion National Organization. Among
the topics discussed were Americanism, Children and Youth, Membership
Motivation, Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation, and Public Relations.
The annual American Legion and
American Legion Auxiliary College
was held in Lynchburg, VA. The threeday session gives leaders of the community-based volunteer organization
the latest information on a variety of
programs available to benefit the community, the veterans and the nation.
Contact: Clifton Dick, 2nd Vice Commander, Post 53, 540 635-8519
WOLF SUPPORTS EFFORT FOR
REVIEW OF VIDEO GAME RATINGS
SYSTEM
Washington , D.C. – Rep. Frank
Wolf (R-10th) today announced that
he has cosponsored bipartisan legislation aimed at protecting children from
excessive violence and sexual content
in video games.
The bill (H.R. 2958) would direct the
Federal Trade Commission to review
the effectiveness of the current video
game rating system, as well as direct
the Government Accountability Office
to study the impact of violent and sexually explicit video games on children
and report their findings to Congress.
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Jobs
Now Available at Prospect Hill Cemetery: Monuments, Cremation
Urns, Cremation Niches, In Ground Vases, Bronze Flag Holders and
Monument Cleaning

Warren County
[List your job by calling Holly at (540)
683-1078.]
SALES REPS needed in Front Royal.
Call (540) 683-1078.

Prospect Hill Cemetery Association, Inc.
200 W. Prospect Street • Front Royal, VA 22630 • 540-635-5468

All ‘D’series memorial art property of Design Mart. Copyright © 1978-2005 Design Mart. Used with permission. All other rights
reserved. License #L 0010002

Lawyers serving
injured persons
involved in:
• Automobile accidents
• Tractor-trailer
accidents
• Wrongful death cases
• Workers’
compensation
losses
Carl N. Lauer

Managing Attorney

636-3030

1-800-698-4907

Need the perfect
DJ or Karaoke Host
for your Wedding or
Private Party?
Call Rebecca at
(540) 683-6311

CDL CLASS A DRIVERS needed for
over the road freight hauls and local
trash hauls. 2 years of 18 wheeler experience and copy of official DMV record
required.Drug test required. Salary to
$52,000 depending on experience.
Warrenton, VA. Call (540) 722-3415
and mention VA7074532.
APPLIANCE DELIVERER needed in
Front Royal. Will deliver & install appliances from retail location. Valid DMV
license required. Lifting to 100 lbs.using
dolly and numerous hand tools. $9.00 $14.00 hourly DOE, benefits available.
Mon-Fri,8:30am to 5:00pm. Call (540)
722-3415 and mention VA6063283.
EQUIPMENT MECHANIC needed in
Front Royal. Maintain a program for
preventative, corrective & emergency
maintenance for ammonia refrigeration
systems, automated warehouse systems & MHE equipment. Minimum of
3 years PLC or ammonia refrigeration
experience required. Must provide basic
mechanic tools. Frequent lifting. Days
will vary, 9pm-5am. Drug & functional
capacity test. Call (540) 722-3415 and
mention VA7081172.
OFFICE EQUIPMENT SPECIALIST
needed in Front Royal. $7.00 per hour.
1 yr exp. Lead,train and coach sales associates assigned to office equipment.
Maintain presentation standards. Set
up ad & circular merchandise. Assist
customers on the sales floor. Maintain selling culture. May lift up to 25
lbs. Call (540) 722-3415 and mention
VA7071042.
SHIPPING LEAD. 1 yr. exp. Supervise
shipping department personnel, schedule freight delivery, assist customers,
operate sit down forklift process bills of
laden and purchase orders. Monday
- Friday 7:00am-3:30pm. Temporary
to full time position. Benefit package
upon full-time hire. Warehouse exper.
preferred. Have ability to key shipping/
receiving data. Call (540) 722-3415 and
mention VA7073144.
TOW TRUCK DRIVER. $10 PER HOUR.
Full-time. Automotive repair & towing co.
has (2) openings for tow truck & flatbed
operators to recover disabled vehicles.
Also capable of changing tires, jump
starts, & recovery of accident vehicles.
Will train qualified individuals. F/T day
will vary noon to 9 pm. Pay based on
experience plus commission. CDL not
required but helpful. Benefits. Call (540)
722-3415 and mention VA7071377.
Page County

[List your job by calling Holly at (540)
683-1078.]
DISHWASHER. $7.00 per hr. 1 yr. experience req. 40 hrs. Seasonal position
running through 11/4/07. Hourly wage
depends on experience. Must maintain
clean and sanitary work area/conditions.
Various days and hours, weekends required. Call (540) 722-3415 and mention
VA7074280.
LINE COOK in Luray. $7.00 hr. 1 yr.
exp. 40 hrs. Full time. seasonal position
through 11/25/07. produce all orders o n
an ala carte basis and to help prep for all
menu items . must work well with other
kitchen and restaurant staff and maintain
clean and sanitary conditions. lift 20 pou
nds frequently. work various days and
shifts. benefits a fter 90 days. Call (540)
722-3415 and mention VA7074300.
MAINTENANCE TECH in Luray needed
to maintain compressed air systems,
boilers and hvac. apply directly to
plant. Call (540) 722-3415 and mention
VA7071399.
MAINTENANCE WORKER needed
in Luray. $9.00 hr. 40 hours. temp job
ends 11/25/07: maintain all facilities
on the property including guest rooms,
employee housing,office & restaurant
bldgs; temp full time;some benefits
after 90 days;plumbing, electrical, carpentry exp req’d;able to walk, bend. lift
20 lbs often,twist, squat,crawl;use tools
needed to do the work;valid driver’s license. Call (540) 722-3415 and mention
VA6061925.
PRODUCTION ASSEMBLERS needed
in Luray. $8.72 hr. 10 mths exp. 40 hrs
wk. fabrication tech;f/t; work m to f 40
hours plus;drug testing;able to workin
hot, fast paced industrial en- vironment;
overtime req’d;team player; good physical condition;opportunity for permanent
hire after probation benefits;job s ecurity after probation; stable work history . Call (540) 722-3415 and mention
VA6061694.
Shenandoah County
[List your job by calling Holly at (540)
683-1078.]
ASSISTANT MANAGER needed in
Middletown. $25,000 per year. 40 hrs
wk. assist manager in all aspects of running restaurant,team training,shift operations,paper work; keeping safe, clean
working environment; f/t; days & hours
will vary able to lift 25 lbs; use computer
(general knowledge) mail, fax, e-mail resume. Call (540) 722-3415 and mention
VA7074413.
CARE GIVER/NURSES AIDE needed in
Strasburg. $7.00 hr. 40 hrs. wk. provide
hands-on care/physical & emotional for
residents assist with adl’s. (activities of
daily living) e.g. bathing, toileting, etc.

assist w/meals (serving in the dining room), doing laundry;answering
telephones. no exp req’d;employer
will train;pay $9.50/hr doe;openings
ava ilable on all shifts;p/t opps also
available;benefits. Call (540) 722-3415
and mention VA7073581.
CASHIERS/COOKS needed in Woodstock. $6.75 hr. 25 hrs. wk. wait on
customers,clean restaurant ,assist
with cookingor prep when needed,
operate cash re gister. p/t w/25 hours
weekly,days/hourswill vary. pay to $7/
hour doe. able to handle 25# as needed. Call (540) 722-3415 and mention
VA6062168.
CUSTOMER SERVICE REP needed in
Woodstock. 40 hrs. wk. provide unparalleled customer ser vice;build/maintain
customer relationships;maintain oper
ational & merchandise standards;meet/
exceed targeted sal es & revenue
goals. requires excellent interpersonal
and communication skills & ability to
educate customers on products & services. days/hours vary; commission
based. Call (540) 722-3415 and mention
VA6063260.
FEED MILL DISPATCHER needed.
$10.20 hr. 40 hrs. wk. use computer to
produce feed ticket. complete paperwork & inventories. log feed orders. assist driver to load truck. maintain daily
feed delivery log. must have feed mill
experience. must have basic computer
skills & good math skills. must be able to
move trailer using truck. no cdl necessary. apply at vec. Call (540) 722-3415
and mention VA7072941.
FRUIT FARM WORKER. $9.02 hr. 40
hrs wk. seasonal work 8/7/07-11/15/07.
primary duties are the picking of apples
using ladders 14-20 ft in length weighing from 35-50 lbs. place fruit into picking bag /buckets which weigh up to 50
lbs. workers supervised by employer or
or chard foremanwho will train & provide
instruction. Call (540) 722-3415 and
mention VA6061184.
HR CLERK needed in Edinburg. human
resources clerk needed for poultry processor. work m-f,1st shift, associates
degree and 24 months experience preferred. must be computer literate and be
bilingual in english/spanish. pay doe .
apply directly to plant or ap ply @ h’burg
vec office. Call (540) 722-3415 and
mention VA7070783.
PRODUCTION WORKER needed in
Edinburg. $9.20 hr. production line
workers needed for poultry processor.
work m-f, & weekends 1st, & 2nd shifts
available. pay $9.20 after probation.
benefits: vacation, health, major medical, prescription, dental, optical plans,
& transporation from some areas. apply directly to __ plant or apply at vec in
h’burg . Call (540) 722-3415 and mention VA6064155.
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Sports

‘Raider’s Night:’ Reclaiming Sports As True Fiction

The high school athlete and existential angst
By Dave Zirin
Pity the poor soul that sets to
write a great sports novel. It can
feel like trying to train a goldfish to fetch. Sisyphus might find
pushing that rock up the hill a
more fruitful task.
What makes penning a sports
novel such a perilous pursuit?
Maybe it’s because the all-tooreal world of sports can sometimes feel far stranger than fiction. If someone ten years ago
had approached a publisher with
fictional versions of the Pat Tillman saga or the odyssey of Barry
Bonds they would have been
rudely removed by office security. It’s tempting to conclude
that maybe a great sports novel is
simply a contradiction in terms.
Sport is the business of suspending disbelief and shaping perception. Only real characters need
apply.
Or maybe not. I just read a book
that manages to capture both the
seductive adrenaline of sports
and the rot beneath the surface.

And while most sports writing
is reality spun as fiction, this is a
fictional exercise that feels all too
real. The book is “Raider’s Night”
by Robert Lipsyte. It is listed as
a Young Adult title, which rings
false at first since the issues at play
are explored with a sober gravity. But that is also what makes
the book work – it is written for
teenagers without the slightest
trace of condescension. Lipsyte
understands his teen audience
has long lost their innocence, and
refuses to talk down to them.
“Raiders Night” is the story of
the Nearmont High School football team in New Jersey, a top
program at a school where football is king. It’s told through the
eyes of one player, senior captain
Matt Rydek, who is forced over
one season to confront machismo, homophobia, sexism, and
steroids, not to mention psycho
parents, backstabbing coaches
and teammates gone over the
edge. It’s a raw look that will shatter the reader with illusions about
high school sports. At times I felt

like I had to take a break between
chapters to shower with steel
wool.
Lipsyte’s wisest move is the
character of Matt Rydek himself.
Rydek is troubled by what brews
around him but is no saint in
the land of Sodom. He loves the
game of football and its attendant
privileges of small-time stardom,
but hates how it shapes his view
of the world. He takes part in the
parties, the ‘roids, and the hazing.
But the decay beneath the sports
world wears at him, gradually
stripping him down. He reacts
with a kind of slow-motion horror as events around him slowly
erode his sense of the kind of person he wants to be.
Lipsyte does a chilling job of
linking Rydek’s existential crisis,
with the emotional roller coaster
imposed upon him from a steady
diet of Vicodin and steroids, as
well as a world where war is casually accepted as a fact of life.
As Lipsyte writes, “He could
visualize himself shutting down,
an old trick he usually saved for

Wouldn’t your ad look
great here?

Call Holly at
(540) 683-1078
or (540) 636-8272

games, but now he used it just to
get through another day. Closing
doors, shutting windows, pulling drapes across the glass. Look
straight ahead. Narrow the ears,
too … If it’s not about football,
don’t see it, don’t hear it, don’t
touch it. Delete it. If it’s not about
football, it’s spam. Smile and keep
moving ... Matt was so wired, he
remembered the Southwood
game only as a personal highlight
reel. He’d never been in the zone
so long and so completely. Might
as well have been playing himself
in a video game. Dad must have
been screaming his lungs out. But
Matt never heard him. Or anyone
else in the crowd.”
This is the best fictional critique
of the athletic industrial complex
I’ve ever read, and in the Bizarro
World of high school sports,
Lipsyte has the perfect vehicle
for his subject. There is something particularly perverse about
a game that sanctions frustrated
adults projecting their hopes, and
need for escapist cathartic violence on young people born dur-
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ing Bill Clinton’s presidency. It is
a particular unflattering lens of a
sports world as Golem, consuming all around it whether directly
involved in the business of sports
or not.
“Raider’s Night” is a trenchant
look at sports in the age of alienation. It is both very upsetting
and satisfying – a barbaric yawp
in the face of barbarism. Lipsyte
has also, at the risk of hyperbole,
redeemed the very concept of the
sports novel.
[Reprinted by permission of
the author. Dave Zirin’s new
book is “Welcome to the Terrordome” with an intro by
Chuck D (Haymarket). You can
receive his column ‘Edge of
Sports,’ every week by going to
http://zirin.com/edgeofsports/
?p=subscribe&id=1.
Contact him at edgeofsports@
gmail.com]
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Holly Spindle

Calling All Kids!
Fun the old-fashioned way at Kid’s Fun & Fitness
By Holly Spindle
Warren County Report
We’ve all heard how the general decline in the health and fitness of
Americans isn’t limited to adults on the downside of life. Junk food and
general physical inertia tied to video games and other endeavors where
the action is strictly on screen and with one’s thumbs have made their
mark on the younger generation as well.
But fear not, there are ways to combat this tide of unfitness and general
inertia, while having fun the old-fashioned way – yourself and with your
friends!
Kid’s Fun and Fitness at 840-B John Marshall Highway, in The Front
Royal Business Park is the areas first and only fitness center for kids.
Activities include the Dance, Dance Revolution, where kids can practice the ever-necessary social art of dance, or in more contemporary jargon – getting your groove on. The fitness center also has a rock climbing
wall, as well as a 30-minute training circuit.
And for those who find their thumbs twitching uncontrollably after
too long a separation from video games, there is the chance to compete
with friends, old and new, on the PlayStation game bikes – exercising has
never been so much FUN!
Not only is the center fun for the kids but parents too! Kids Fun and Fitness offers a kids’ night out program on Fridays from 6:30pm – 9:00pm.
So if parents have something to do, they can register their children and
drop them off for 2 ½ hours of fun, games, karaoke and crafts, all in a safe
and secure environment.
Space is limited so call ahead and reserve your spot! Phone (540) 6364883 or e-mail at info@kidsfunandfitness.com

Del. Clifford L. “Clay” Athey, Jr.
18th District House of Delegates
Serving Fauquier, Frederick, and Warren County

All lines of insurance:
Auto  Health
 Business
 Life
 Home



Insure with us
with confidence!
11 Water Street · Front Royal, VA

(540) 635-8401

EXCELLENT SCENIC SPRING & SUMMER RIDES

Front Royal Warren County Airport
Airplane Rides

DAILY

Stacey & I thank you for the opportunity to serve.
If I can be of any help, please contact me at (540) 635-7917,
			
in Richmond at: (804) 698-1018,
			
by E-Mail at: DelCAthey@house.state.va.us,
			
or by mail at:
PO Box 406, Room 510
						
Richmond, VA 23218

For 20 Minute
Scenic Flights
•
•
•
•
•

Group Discount
Aircraft Rentals
Flight Training
Photo Flights
Glider Club

•
•
•
•
•

$55

Per Person

Tie Down Avail.
Charter Flights
Gift Certificates
New Hangers
New Taxiway

INTRO
FLIGHT TRAINING
$99

Cass Aviation
(540) 635-3570

WARREN COUNTY AIRPORT/FRONT ROYAL

CFI
WANTED
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Warren County Fair

Photos by
Cindy
Rodney
Courtesy
Warren
County Fair
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Warren County Fair

Photos by Cindy Rodney. Courtesy warrencountyfair.com

Gilliam Lumber Company
Your Hometown Lumber Company Since 1937
515 Commerce Ave. • Front Royal

540-635-2101

Hours: Weekdays 6:00am-6:00pm
		
Saturday 6:00am-5:00pm
		
Sunday 9:00am-4:00pm
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Warren County Fair

Photos by
Cindy Rodney
Courtesy
Warren County
Fair
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Indictments
JULY TERM, 2007: IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF WARREN
COUNTY, THE GRAND JURY
CHARGES THAT:
Sulaiman Hamza Abdul-Basir
a/k/a Norman Edwin Wood
COUNT ONE: On or about February 7, 2007, in the County of
Warren, Sulaiman Hamza Abdul-Basir a/k/a Norman Edwin
Wood did unlawfully distribute
marijuana.
COUNT TWO: On or about
March 21, 2007, in the County
of Warren, Sulaiman Hamza Abdul-Basir a/k/a Norman Edwin
Wood did unlawfully distribute
marijuana.
COUNT THREE: On or about
April 16, 2007, in the County of
Warren, Sulaiman Hamza Abdul-Basir a/k/a Norman Edwin
Wood did unlawfully distribute
marijuana.
COUNT FOUR: On or about
May 31, 2007, in the County of
Warren, Sulaiman Hamza AbdulBasir a/k/a Norman Edwin Wood
did unlawfully and feloniously
manufacture Marijuana, not for
his own use.
Thomas Isaiah Hopson
On or about June ~, 2007, in the
County of Warren, Thomas Isaiah Hopson, did unlawfully and
feloniously take, steal, and carry
away the goods and chattels of
Anthony’s Pizza, with a value of
$200.00 or more.
Thomas Isaiah Hopson
On or about April 20, 2007, in the
County of Warren, Thomas Isaiah Hopson, did unlawfully and
feloniously possess a Schedule II
controlled substance, to-wit: Cocaine.
Nila Noemi Huffman
COUNT ONE: On or about December 17, 2006, in the County
of Warren, Nila Noemi Huffman,
did unlawfully and feloniously
drive or operate a motor vehicle
while under the influence of alcohol, this being a third offense
committed within ten years of
two prior offenses.
COUNT TWO: On or about December 17, 2006, in the County
of Warren, Nila Noemi Huffman,
having been arrested for a violation of Section 18.2-266, Section

18.2-266.1, or a similar ordinance
of any county city or town, did
unreasonably refuse to permit a
sample of blood or breath to be
taken to determine the alcohol
or drug or both drug and alcohol
content of the blood.
Christina Renee Kilgore
On or about May 8, 2007, in the
County of Warren, Christina Renee Kilgore did unlawfully and
feloniously obtain or attempt to
obtain a drug by the use of fraud,
deceit, misrepresentation or subterfuge.
Susan Renea Lewis
COUNT ONE: On or about
March 28, 2007, in the County of
Warren, Susan Renea Lewis, did
unlawfully and feloniously possess a Schedule II controlled substance, to-wit: Oxycodone.
COUNT TWO: On or about
March 28, 2007, in the County of
Warren, Susan Renea Lewis, did
unlawfully possess a Schedule III
controlled substance, to-wit: Hydrocodone.
Patrick Andrew Payne
On or about May 21, 2007, in
the County of Warren, Patrick
Andrew Payne having previously been convicted of a sexually
violent offense, did unlawfully,
feloniously and knowingly fail to
register or re-register with the
Sex Offender and Crimes against
Minors Registry.
Warren Edward Roy
COUNT ONE: On or about May
24, 2007, in the County of Warren, Warren Edward Roy did
unlawfully and feloniously, after
having received a visible or audible signal from a law enforcement officer to bring his motor
vehicle to a stop, drive such motor vehicle in a willful and wanton disregard of such signal so as
to interfere with or endanger the
operation of the law enforcement
vehicle or endanger a person.
COUNT TWO: On or about May
24, 2007, in the County of Warren, Warren Edward Roy did unlawfully operate a vehicle on the
highway recklessly or at a speed
or in a manner so as to endanger
the life, limb, or property of any
person.
COUNT THREE: On or about

May 24, 2007, in the County of
Warren, Warren Edward Roy,
did unlawfully drive a motor vehicle on a highway in the Commonwealth while his license or
privilege to do so was suspended
or revoked, this being a third or
subsequent offense occurring
within a ten year period.
COUNT FOUR: On or about
May 24, 2007, in the County of
Warren, Warren Edward Roy did
unlawfully, feloniously, knowingly and intentionally possess a
firearm, after having previously
been convicted of a felony.
Richard Anthony Stubbs
On or about April 20, 2007, in the
County of Warren, Richard Anthony Stubbs, did unlawfully and
feloniously possess a Schedule II
controlled substance, to-wit: Cocaine.
Robert Beattie Tharp
On or about June 19, 2007, in the
County of Warren, Robert Beattie Tharp did unlawfully and feloniously assault and batter Samantha Barton, a family or household
member, having been previously
convicted of assault and battery
against a family or household
member within twenty years of
this third or subsequent offense,
and that each such assault and
battery occurred on different
dates.
Wendy Louise Thompson
COUNT ONE: On or about May
14, 2007, in the County of Warren, Wendy Louise Thompson
did unlawfully and feloniously
possess with the intent to distribute a Schedule II controlled substance, to-wit: Cocaine.
COUNT TWO: On or about
May 14, 2007, in the County of
Warren, Wendy Louise Thompson did unlawfully and feloniously conspire to sell or distribute a
Schedule II controlled substance,
to-wit: Cocaine.
Michael Albert Valerio
On or about April 25, 2007, in
the County of Warren, Michael
Albert Valerio, did unlawfully
and feloniously drive or operate
a motor vehicle while under the
influence of alcohol, this being a
third offense committed within
ten years of two prior offenses.

Wanted man found in Baltimore

From a release:
Front Royal Police Chief
Ronald A. Williamson has announced the arrest of 30-yearold Quelman Quiroz Jr. (aka “Q”)
of Front Royal on two counts of
taking indecent liberties with
a child and one count of aggravated sexual battery of a child,
stemming from an incident that
took place on July 2, 2007.
According to Chief William-

son, undercover detectives with
the Baltimore City Police Department, acting on information
provided by Front Royal Police
Investigator Kevin Nicewarner,
arrested Quiroz without incident
in a Southeast Baltimore, Maryland restaurant on the morning
of August 09, 2007 after a month
long search in several different
states. Chief Williamson indicated Quiroz had been tracked
within Virginia, West Virginia,
and Maryland during the manhunt.
Quelman Quiroz Jr. is currently being held without bond
at the Baltimore City Centralized
Booking Intake Facility pending further extradition hearings. Anyone with information
is asked to contact Investigator
Kevin Nicewarner of the Front
Royal Police Department at 540636-2208.

Wouldn’t your
ad look great
here?

Call Holly at
(540) 683-1078
or (540) 636-8272
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Verdict in arson case upheld
Baker sentencing set for September 4

By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
On July 31 Warren County Circuit Court Judge Dennis L. Hupp
upheld his guilty verdicts in the
arson and attempted murder cases against Mark A. Baker.
Baker, 35, was convicted on arson of an occupied dwelling and
five counts of attempted murder
stemming from the arson conviction in June. The convictions

stemmed from a May 28, 2006
incident at the home of Robin
Bayne on Memory Lane where
Baker had formerly lived.
Baker and Bayne met when
they were both working for a
small commercial airline carrier based out of Arizona. They
formed a non-sexual friendship
and Baker eventually moved into
Bayne’s home, where he helped
the separated mother take care of
her younger children by her sec-

ond marriage, as well as the invalided adult Barbara Bayne.
Evidence at trial indicated the
initially close friendship between
Baker and Robin Bayne began to
sour – according to the defense,
after Baker first moved away to
Sterling with friends, including
Bayne’s 21-year-old son by her
first marriage, and began reasserting his independence and a
desire to move out of state and
begin working in his preferred

field of airlines again; or according to the prosecution, Baker began shirking his responsibilities
around the Bayne household after he returned from Sterling.
During the July 31 motions
hearing, defense co-counsel Betty
Molchany reasserted the defense
contention that Baker had made
a bad choice in going to the home
of his estranged friend Robin
Bayne to set a fire on her patio
in order to scare her but had not
attempted to set fire to Bayne’s
house, where five people, including two children and an invalided
adult Baker had emotional ties to
were sleeping.
Molchany reviewed defense
evidence on timelines – Bayne’s
testimony of what she saw, when
and where and physical evidence
that the defense believed proved
that Bayne’s story of Baker setting a fire in her basement could
not have occurred.
The defense also reviewed its
evidence that broken glass falling
more toward the outside of the
basement door than inside where
the internal fire was set, as well
as a cut on the hand of Bayne’s
houseguest Keith Hucks, indicated Bayne prompted her guest
to set the basement fire to take
advantage of Baker’s “prank” for
insurance payment purposes.
Molchany also pointed out
that no matter who set the basement fire, the fact it was set on
a concrete floor away from any
combustible items or furniture
indicated it was not set with
the intent of burning the house
down. Insurance claims made on
the damaged house were the result of smoke damage, Molchany
noted in her arguments.
However, in rejecting the defense arguments Hupp reasserted his initial ruling that Baker’s
presence and admitted setting
of at least one fire on the Bayne
property, along with his initial
denial to investigators of any involvement swayed the weight of
credibility to the prosecution’s
side.
While Hupp admitted the de-

fense had initially produced evidence bringing Bayne’s credibility into question he said Baker’s
admission under oath during trial
that he had initially lied to investigators “raised” Bayne’s credibility above the defendant’s.
While the judge said the convictions on the attempted murder charges continued to give
him more pause than the arson
conviction, he added, “I really
am today where I was at trial
– it strains credibility to think
he didn’t mean to harm anyone
in the house when he snuck up
there in the middle of the night
(4 a.m. with gasoline and matches) … Actions speak louder than
words,” Hupp concluded as he
denied the defense motions to
overturn his verdicts.
Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney Nancy Gallegos-Kie restated the prosecution’s case she
termed “Gas, Lies and Videotape”
during trial. The prosecution argued that an angry and perhaps
alcohol-fueled Baker, forced to
live in a hotel after being evicted
by Bayne had set out to gain revenge for that eviction. The fact
Baker was caught on security
videos at two 7/Eleven’s purchasing both gasoline and gasoline
containers immediately before
the incident, his initial lies to investigators and Bayne’s accurate
description of the clothes Baker
was videotaped wearing by the 7/
Eleven security cameras indicted
her version, not the defendant’s
was the truth.
No mention of Bayne’s being
reprimanded by the court for giving Baker “the finger” during a
recess prior to closing arguments
at the June trial was made during
the motions hearing.
Sentencing was set for Sept. 4, at
3 p.m.
Baker faces five years to life on
the arson of an occupied dwelling conviction and up to 10 years
on each of the attempted murder
convictions.
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Extended commitment recommended for Marshall
‘Insane’ Durham Drive shooter will face annual reviews of commitment order

By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
A date of Aug. 4, 2008, was set
for the first annual judicial review
of the psychiatric commitment of
Harold Vincent Marshall Jr.
Marshall and his defense team
led by Gilbert K. Davis of Fairfax
appeared before Judge Dennis L.
Hupp in Warren County Circuit
Court on Aug. 7. The court was
presented with two psychological evaluations prepared since
Hupp found Marshall innocent
by reason of insanity of 25 charges related to Marshall’s April 26,
2005 shooting spree in his Durham Drive neighborhood in a remote portion of western Warren
County.
Both of those evaluations recommended continued confinement in a state mental hospital.
State law requires that the court
review such commitments annually.
Marshall appeared relaxed in a
striped sports shirt and occasionally smiled as he talked with Davis prior to the start of the brief
morning hearing. Both Davis and
Commonwealth’s Attorney Brian
Madden concurred with the recommendation of Ph.D. psychologists Dr. Michael Shutty and

David Brady, from Western and
Southwestern State Hospitals,
respectively. A third doctor, of
psychiatry, Richard Mears, also
participated in the psychological
evaluations of Marshall.
Evidence presented at a week
long trial in May indicated the
47-year-old Marshall was first diagnosed with bipolar disorder at
the age of 18 and suffered from
bouts with the mental illness,
substance abuse and occasional
commitments throughout his
adult life.
One of Marshall’s four sisters,
Martha Marshall Harner of Monrovia, Maryland, said the family
is grateful Vince Marshall is now
receiving extended treatment for
his mental illness.
“We’re just so grateful for Mr.
Davis and all the help he’s given
us. We’re so glad Vince is in a safe
place. I think this type of thing
should make everybody aware
– people like this, it’s very, very
difficult for them because they
think they’re normal. And so we
have to be the gatekeepers. Vince
has been very ill and he’s in a
good place now. We just do believe it’s a miracle Vince is getting
the therapy he needs now. His
three other sisters are in California, but they are with us today in

their hearts. They wanted to be
here,” Harner said of the support
Marshall’s family has given him
since the 2005 shooting spree,
and throughout his life.
Testimony at Marshall’s trial,
which included three charges of
attempted capital murder of law
enforcement officers, indicated
the family tried to have Vince
Marshall picked up on a temporary detention order immediately
after his father’s April 25 funeral
in Buckingham County. Several
of Marshall’s family testified they
believed Vince Marshall had gone
off his medication for bipolar disorder due to his erratic behavior
and statements at his father’s funeral service. But Marshall was
able to leave Buckingham County
were the TDO was filed and return through Shenandoah County to his Durham Drive neighborhood without being stopped.
Neighbors, who became the target of Marshall’s erratic behavior
the following morning, testified
they heard gunfire coming from
Marshall’s property throughout
the night. Defense evidence at
trial indicated Marshall shot up
his own home and property before wandering towards his closest neighbor’s home shortly before 8 a.m.

Marshall then began firing into
the home of 67-year-old Peggy
Carter and her invalided husband before shooting repeatedly
into a parked tractor-trailer cab
belonging to Leonard Cameron,
the Carters’ son, who lived in
the next house down in the rural neighborhood. Marshall then
fired numerous shotgun and rifle
shots into the Cameron home
where Leonard’s wife Brenda, her
niece Jennifer with an infant and
three children aged four to nine
huddled terrified in a centrallylocated bathtub.
On his way to work in the
area, Warren County Sheriff ’s
Animal Control Deputy Alan
“Junior” Darr made the decision
to respond to the scene without
backup after hearing alarmed 911
reports that Marshall was trying
to get into the Cameron house.
The Carters and Camerons, none
of whom were injured, credited
Darr with saving their lives with
his timely arrival.
Darr testified that as he arrived
Marshall leveled some type of
rifle at him leading to his quick
bailing out of his vehicle. Darr
was grazed in the left cheek by a
ricocheted shot fired at him as retreated behind his truck. Wounded,
Darr exchanged gunfire

with Marshall for “what seemed
like forever” the deputy testified
– though was only two to three
minutes until then Sgt., now Lt.
Jerome Robinson and then Lt.,
now Strasburg Police Chief, Tim
Sutherly arrived.
Robinson and Sutherly then
engaged in what Madden termed
a “pitched gun battle” with Marshall, who was hiding behind his
welding truck, for several more
minutes before a shot fired under
the vehicles wounded Marshall in
the foot. Marshall quickly surrendered after being shot.
Robinson and Sutherly testified
that after his arrest Marshall had
yelled “something about communists and heathens,” as well
as aiming some derogatory comments at “our sheriff.”
Defense experts in psychology testified Marshall’s bipolar
disorder fueled paranoia about
vast conspiracies involving communists, Germans, and goblins,
as well as a belief sheriff ’s offices
engaged in “blood feasts.”
The prosecution contended
Marshall’s behavior was fueled
more by some cocaine and alcohol he had consumed, as well as
old territorial disputes with his
neighbors, than by mental illness.
However, the defense produced
experts who testified that drug
and alcohol abuse were symptomatic of Marshall’s bouts with
his mental illness, rather than a
lone catalyzing event for such
extreme anti-social outbursts as
Marshall exhibited the day of the
shooting.
Hupp observed during his ruling on Marshall’s sanity that the
medication he has continued to
receive since his arrest seemed to
be working, leading to the notion
that mental illness was at the root
of Marshall’s behavioral problems.
Hupp also said state psychiatric officials would make the ultimate decision on where Marshall
would serve out his commitment. While Marshall has been
in Central State Hospital during
his evaluation period, Davis told
the court his client had expressed
a desire to return to Western
State.
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TOURISM@CI.FRONT-ROYAL.VA.US WWW.CI.FRONT-ROYAL. VA.US

414 EAST MAIN STREET, FRONT ROYAL, VIRGINIA 22630

(540) 635-5788 1-800-338-2576 EMAIL

1525 North Shenandoah Avenue
(540) 635-9447
(800) 461-1720

BLUEMONT INN

1370 North Shenandoah Avenue
(540) 636-7200
(888) 204-4803

BLUE RIDGE MOTEL

MOTELS

MOTELS

219 East Main Street
(540) 635-5956

WYNN’S

836 N. Commerce Ave.
(540) 636-6857

WENDY’S INTERNATIONAL

865 John Marshall Highway
(540) 636-8999

VILLA GIUSEPPE’S ITALIAN
RESTAURANT

231 Chester St.
(540) 636-0008

VICTORIA’S

411 South Street
(540) 635-2288

TOPS CHINA

424-A
South
The FRAT
(Front
RoyalStreet
Area Transit) Bus provides transit service for the Town of
(540)
636-6654
Front Royal Monday through Friday from 8:30am - 12:30pm and 1:00pm - 5:00pm.
The last runS
begins
at 4:00pm. All routes begin and end at the Front Royal/Warren
PELUNKERS
County Visitor
Virginia Regional Transportation Association (VRTA) op116 Center.
South The
Street
erates this service
enhance mobility throughout the community.
(540) to
631-0300
The FRAT Bus is radio dispatched, ADA accessible and equipped with the latest
UBWAY
wheelchair liftsSand
security systems. Persons with disabilities who are ADA certi530
North
Royal
Avenue off curbside anywhere within 3/4 of a mile of our
fied may be picked up
and dropped
(540)
635-4400
regular route. Please call in advance.
No Smoking, drinking, eating or food in open containers allowed.
TACO BELL
Fare - $.50 paid upon boarding the bus.
620
North
Royal Avenue
If you have any questions please call the Virginia Regional Transportation Associa(540)
635-1958
tion (VRTA) toll free at (877)777-2708 or (540)341-3464.

SOUTH STREET GRILL

304A E. Main Street
(540) 636-0070

SOUL MOUNTAIN CAFÉ

915 North Royal Avenue
(540) 635-6615

SKYLINE RESTAURANT

241 Chester Street
(540) 636-0056

ROYAL GARDEN RESTAURANT

RESTAURANTS
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Circled numbers indicate Battle of Front Royal stops

Times
:30 :00
:35 :05
:38 :38
:45 :15
:51 :21
:54 :24
:56 :26
:00 :30
:03 :33
:06 :36
:07 :37
:11 :41
:12 :42
:16 :46
:18 :48
:21 :51
:23 :53
:26 :56
:28 :58
:00 :30

Every Hour Between
8:30-11:30 / 1:00-4:00
8:35-11:35 / 1:05-4:05
8:38-11:38 / 1:08-4:08
8:45-11:45 / 1:15-4:15
8:51-11:51 / 1:21-4:21
8:54-11:54 / 1:24-4:24
8:56-11:56 / 1:26-4:26
9:00 - 12:00 / 1:30-4:30
9:03-12:03 / 1:33-4:33
9:06-12:06 / 1:36-4:36
9:07-12:07 / 1:37-4:37
9:11-12:11 / 1:41-4:41
9:12-12:12 / 1:42-4:42
9:16-12:16 / 1:46-4:46
9:18-12:18 / 1:48-4:48
9:21-12:21 / 1:51-4:51
9:23-12:23 / 1:53-4:53
9:26-12:26 / 1:56-4:56
9:28-12:28 / 1:58-4:58
9:30-12:30 / 2:00-5:00
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This black and white ad will
be read
by
about 15,000 peoS
I
533 South Royal Avenue
636-6168
ple (540)
in Front
Royal and Warren
S
M
1600 Shenandoah
County.
ItAvenue
costs a lot less than
(540) 635-3181
S
R
M Give your business
you
think.
622 South Royal Avenue
635-5354 it needs with an
the (540)
boost
S
8
11 South
Street
ad
in
Warren
County’s most
(Intersection of Routes 340 & 55)
(540) 636-4888
popular
newspaper by call(800) 800-8000
-L M at (540) 683-1078 or
ingT53Holly
West 14th Street
(540) 635-4148
Rebecca
at (540) 683-6311.
(800) 230-7349
1801 North Shenandoah Avenue
(540) 635-4101
(800) 487-3529

RELAX INN

10 Commerce Avenue
(540) 635-3161

Bus Stop (540)
Location
635-2196
Visitor’s Center
(800) 766-6748
Royal Hills Apartments
CENTER
CITY M
OTEL
Shenandoah
Commons
Apartments
South Royal Avenue
Royal416
Plaza
(540) 635-4050
Northwestern Community Services
OOL Apartments
HARBOR MOTEL
RoyalCArms
141
West
15thLion
Street
Gateway Plaza / Food
(540) 635-2191
Visitor’s Center
Warren
CountyRGovernment
Center
FRONT
OYAL MOTEL
Park
Department
/ Youth Center
1400
N. Shenandoah
Avenue
Department
of Social
Services
(540)
635-4114
13th Street
Belmont Avenue
H&AMPTON
INN
17th Street
&
Belmont
Avenue
9800 Winchester Road
Senior Center
(540) 635-1882
Warren Memorial
Hospital
(800) Hampton
Kendrick Avenue Apartments
PIONEER MOTEL
The Family Store
541 South Royal Avenue
Samuels Library
(540) 635-4784
Warren County Courthouse
QUALITY INN
Visitor’s Center

1122 North Royal Avenue

BUDGET INN

FRAT Bus Schedule

1525 North Shenandoah Avenue
(540) 635-9447
(800) 461-1720

BLUEMONT INN

(888) 204-4803
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Kevin S. Engle

Oops!
By Kevin S. Engle
Warren County Report

Do you remember watching a
movie or reading a book where
someone travels back in time to
change the course of history, or
do something else of great significance? I’d like to try that, but for
something even more important.
When the need arises, and it often does, I’d like to venture back
about 15 seconds to make myself
a little smarter than I am. You
may not believe it, but that’s all I
need. Even though I didn’t learn
all I needed to in kindergarten, I’d
be happy with the occasional 15
second time travels.
I’m a person of reasonable in-

telligence. That’s what my parole
office told me the other day. Just
kidding. It was my mother. Anyway, there have been times, two
recent occasions that stick in my
mind, when I’ve said something
I shouldn’t have. As soon as the
words came out of my mouth, my
next thought was of the four letter variety. Oops!
Remember how video rental
stores would have signs telling
you to “please be kind and rewind?” If I could stop time, hit
the rewind button, go back 15
seconds and start over, I’d be better off.
A few months ago, we rented
a portable storage unit while our
basement was being finished. I

My wife and I were at Wolf Trap one Friday night when we bumped into Michele and
her husband. After introducing my wife and meeting her husband, I opened my big fat
mouth and said it: “Are you pregnant?”
had a question about the bill and
called the storage company. As I
was leaving a voice message, my
brain shut down (not an uncommon occurrence) and went on
autopilot.
“Love ya,” I said as I finished the
call and hung up the phone.
I realized my mistake as the
words were coming out of my
mouth.
Did I mention the voice mail
belonged to a guy?
Oops!
The only guy I say that to is my
dad.
Now what?
Operation damage control. I
re-dialed the number, hoping the
call would again go directly to his
mailbox. Luckily it did. I left a
rambling message trying to explain why I had said what I did.
He probably got a kick out of it. I
just hope I won’t have to ever call
him again.
That was embarrassing. Several summers ago, I outdid myself
and entered the realm of stupid.

I hadn’t seen Michele in a couple of years. We were coworkers
until she left for another job. My
wife and I were at Wolf Trap one
Friday night when we bumped
into her and her husband. After
introducing my wife and meeting
her husband, I opened my big fat
mouth and said it.
“Are you pregnant?”
OK, stop right there. I wasn’t
feeling all that well. A 24 hour
bug was working on me at the
time. I was feverish. The fever
had obviously made its way to my
brain and destroyed my common
sense.
You never, ever, ask a woman
that question unless you are
one million percent sure of the
answer. And not even then. I
wasn’t sure. And Michele wasn’t
pregnant.
How do you get out of that one?
You don’t.
Oops!
“Kevin!” my wife said as she immediately scolded me, and rightfully so. I knew I’d stuck my foot

in my mouth as soon as I had said
it, but it was too late.
Michele tried to make light of
the whole thing. I apologized to
her, and to her husband, but the
damage had been done. I would
have given anything to hit the
stop and rewind buttons.
I felt horrible about it the entire
night. I’m sure I didn’t do much
to make her evening either.
So until someone invents a reliable time machine, I currently
have two options. The first is
to simply keep my mouth shut.
We’re also thinking about getting
a dog soon. Maybe I should buy
the muzzle now. For me.

If you look in the Guinness Book
of World Records under “The
Dumbest Things Ever Said”, you’ll
find an entire list of Mr. Engle’s
accomplishments. If you’d like to
congratulate him, you can do so
at kevin@warrencountyreport.
com

OASIS WINERY CELEBRATING 30th ANNIVERSARY ON AUGUST 25th, 2007

Travel & Leisure names Virginia Top 5 Wine Regions in the World
From a release:

HUME, VA – The local winery and long time local community supporter, Oasis Winery
– is about to celebrate an unprecedented 30 years of winemaking
for the local community! The
America’s Cup of Polo, Virginias
newest signature event, is proud
to partner with Oasis Winery to
celebrate the 30th Anniversary of
Oasis Vineyards.
Travel & Leisure Magazine recently named Virginia as one of
the Top 5 Wine Regions in the
World! To commemorate these
momentous occasions, Oasis
Winery will host the “Blessing of
the Vines Wine Dinner” on August 25th to benefit the Journey
for the Cure Foundation. Together Oasis Winery, America’s
Polo Cup and the Journey for the
Cure Foundation will celebrate
the birthplace of American winemaking as it continues 400 years
strong!
The “Blessing of the Vines
Gala”, a signature Oasis wine dinner, is held the last Saturday of
August to bless the vines and the
new harvest. This is the perfect

opportunity to sample both modern creations and vintage classics
of Oasis. Guests will join winery
owner Tareq Salahi and his wife
Michaele in a ceremonial procession through the vineyard while
the Christendom Choir proclaims
Latin hymns blesses the vineyard
in Holy Water. Following the ceremony, attendees are treated to
a candlelight wine dinner on the
Oasis pavilion overlooking the
vineyards and Blue Ridge Mountains featuring the Front Royal
Live Big Band Orchestra “Yesterdays Swing Orchestra”. Dancing
under the stars will complete the
evening of romance, passion &
fine food & wine. The featured
wine of the evening is the Oasis
“O” Grand Reserve Rose Cuvee,
the official champagne of the
2008 America’s Polo Cup.
Celebrity Chef Morou, commonly known as the “Iron Man
Chef,” has created a spectacular
dinner menu for the evening.
Moruo’s menu demonstrates
his desire to bring life through
his dishes inspiring innovations
out of American traditions. The
evening’s live performances by
a local big band orchestra will

keep attendees moving as they
celebrate the Virginia tradition
of winemaking. Tickets are still
available for this black tie optional event at $125 or you may
purchase a table of 10 for $1,000.
Valet parking will be provided.
To make reservations please call
540-635-7627.
About Oasis Winery
Oasis Winery is a premium
boutique winery located in Hume,
VA in the heart of the Blue Ridge
WineWay region. Oasis has been
Rated as one of the Top 10 wineries in the World by the Wine Enthusiast magazine. Oasis offers
wines that can be found in select
premium locations or directly
through the winery. Oasis, one of
the oldest vineyards in the state,
offers visitors both a romantic
and comfortable retreat, in addition to facilities to host weddings,
corporate events and other special events. Oasis Winery is considered one of the pioneers in the
Virginia Wine Industry. Oasis
was founded by the Salahi Family in 1977, and has been a leader
in winemaking, legislative mat-

ters to protect the industry, and
leaders with the USDA on Federal Grants to help all wineries
market & promote their products
through agri-tourism.
About America’s Polo Cup

America’s Cup of Polo, the
world’s only invitational polo
sporting event on an international level, provides a unique
experience for both loyal fans of
polo and those discovering the
majestic sport for the first time.
On May 9th & 10th , 2008, the
America’s Polo Cup will return
to Historic Morven Park in Leesburg, Loudoun County Virginia

for an event filled with polo, fashion, wine, music, and family fun.
The day will begin with a special
performance by national headliners, followed by a competitive
polo match featuring the United
States challenging Italy for the
America’s Polo Cup. A spectacular fireworks display and a live
performance by Huey Lewis and
the News will draw the event
to a close. Proceeds from the
America’s Polo Cup will benefit
the Journey for the Cure Foundation, a not for profit public charity foundation. Oasis Winery will
serve as the Official Champagne,
and American Tribute to the
Americas Cup of Polo.

New Beginnings Community Greetings
“Introducing Your Business to
New Homeowners in our Community”

***

P.O. Box 1025
Front Royal, VA 22630
540 635-8660
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Constructed between 1794 and 1797, the Manor House boasts authentic Jeffersonian
architecture, an impressive decorative arts collection and sweeping views of the Blue
Ridge, Alleghenies and Massanutten Mountain.

Tourism

Belle Grove’s President, Ron Llewellyn, of Front Royal, presents an award to Congressman Frank Wolf.
From a release:
An historic vision that became
reality celebrated on Aug. 13
Forty years ago on August 13,
1967, Belle Grove Plantation was
formally dedicated as a Historic
Site of the National Trust For Historic Preservation and opened to
the public.
On that occasion more than
600 invited guests heard speaker
Dr. Edward P. Alexander, the former chairman of the Virginia Historic Landmarks Commissions

and former Vice President and
Director of Interpretation, Colonial Williamsburg. Dr. Alexander told the gathering that Belle
Grove had the appropriate qualities to make a national landmark
significant: architectural beauty
and historic integrity. Alexander
also quoted Winston Churchill
stating, “We only remember as
much of the past as will make us
creative in the future.”
Middletown Mayor Archie
Manuel predicted the future
that day when he envisioned the

Simply Cedar Log Homes

opening of Belle Grove drawing
thousands of visitors to the area
in years to come and pledged to
work toward establishing a National Park at Belle Grove. Others in attendance were Congressman John O. Marsh, E. Blackburn
Moore, Speaker of the House of
Delegates, US Senator Harry
F. Byrd, Jr. and Mrs. Richard
E. Byrd, Chairman of the Belle
Grove Council.
On August 13, 2007 Belle
Grove celebrated its Dedication
Anniversary, making forty years
of interpreting Shenandoah Valley history to hundreds of thousands of visitors from our region
and around the world, and serving as a model of both historic
preservation and stewardship of
open green space. Belle Grove’s
President, Ron Llewellyn, of
Front Royal, presided over the
program, which featured Larry
Goldschmidt, of the National
Trust for Historic Preservation,
Congressman Frank Wolf; Alexander Reves, Virginia Director of the National Park Service;
Louise Potter, longtime Trustee
of the National Trust for Historic Preservation; Betty Schutte,
Belle Grove past president; and
Middletown Mayor Gene Dicks.

Roger Bianchini

Roger Bianchini

BELLE GROVE at 40
Located in Middletown, Virginia near the intersection of I-81 and I-66, Belle Grove Plantation is both a
National and Virginia Historic Landmark.
Among the crowd of about 100
gathered to commemorate the
day, were some of the same people who gathered to hear those
comments of 40 years earlier.
Among those they heard were
Dicks, who knew his predecessor Manuel, commenting on days
long past when Belle Grove was
a “tourist home” along Route 11
where $1.00 to $1.25 could get
you a bed overnight and a tour of
the mansion.
“A dollar went farther then, a
lot farther,” Dicks later joked of
one of the changes a half century or thereabouts of history can

(local dealer for Katahdin Cedar Log Homes)

Italian Restaurant
“Authentic Italian Meals”

·
·
·
·
·
·

Pasta
· Pizza
Steaks
· Chicken
Veal
· Stromboli
Full Course Dinners
Beer, Wine & Cocktails
Banquets up to 100

A Great Taste from Italy to the Valley
Mon thru Thurs 11am - 10pm · Fri & Sat 11-11 · Sun Noon-10pm · Closed Tues

As simple as ABC. Affordable – Beautiful - Comfortable
If you’d like more information, contact us @
(540) 636-8400 or simplycedarlogs@aol.com

865 John Marshall Hwy · Rt 55E near 522 Intersection

bring.
“History says this is what happened; preservation says – right
here!” Goldschmidt commented
of the importance of the preservation of historical sites like the
Belle Grove plantation, whose
property oversaw the Civil War
Battle of Cedar Creek, re-enacted
annually for tourists from around
the world.
Llewellyn lauded all those, who
have over the years contributed
to and elevated the status of Belle
Grove as one of the Northern
Shenandoah Valley’s and America’s treasured historical sites and
tourist destinations.
(Located in Middletown, Virginia
near the intersection of I-81 and
I-66, Belle Grove Plantation is
both a National and Virginia Historic Landmark and a Property of
the National Trust for Historic
Preservation. Constructed
between 1794 and 1797, the Manor
House boasts authentic Jeffersonian architecture, an impressive
decorative arts collection and
sweeping views of the Blue Ridge,
Alleghenies and Massanutten
Mountain. The plantation holds
several popular annual events
and is open for touring, daily
from March 31 until November
4 and weekends in November. For
more information please contact
Belle Grove by phone at (540)
869-2028, or by e-mail at info@
bellegrove.org. Be sure to visit our
website at www.bellegrove.org.
Roger Bianchini contributed to
this article)
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When considering a GTS, remember its 10-year/100,000 mile powertrain warranty
and five years on the remainder of the vehicle. Almost all manufacturers have quietly cut their warranties lately!

Thunder road

2008 Mitsubishi Lancer GTS
By Zane Binder

Though gas prices stubbornly remain above $3 per gallon,
economy cars still aren’t the market’s best-sellers. A conundrum
is Mitsubishi’s all-new Lancer
GTS, an economy car that delivers neither exceptional fuel mileage nor hot-rod acceleration. It
is, however, outstanding in most
other ways and a fine “base” for
the line’s soon-to-be-introduced
flagship, the 300 HP+ Evo.
Outside, the new generation
Lancer includes a crash-tested
5-mile-per-hour front bumper,
a rarity. At 3,190 pounds, it’s 90
heavier than its ancestor. Inside, the GTS’s buckets are faux
Recaro’s. The cupholders in the
between-seats console are sized
properly but places for the driver
to rest his left elbow are too high
or low. An adequate number of
analog gauges dot the instrument panel, but many functions
are electronically handled if you

order the $2,000 Navigation and
Tech Package. It includes a GPS
and CD/MP3 with hard drive. A
“keything” automatically unlocks

and side curtain airbags, a driver’s
knee airbag, a tire pressure warning system, an alarm system, 4wheel disc brakes with ABS and

Thunder Road
conditioning, power points and a
rear window defroster.
Underhood is an aluminum
2.0 liter, 152 HP “4” with variable
valve timing. It’s fairly smooth
and quiet, but when mated to the
Lancer’s Continuously Variable
Automatic Transmission, doesn’t
acquit itself well. Zero to 60 times
were observed at 10.4 seconds,
slower than most minivans. Fuel
economy was measured at 19
city and 27 highway (EPA 22/29).
Low-end torque was abundant,
and if one chooses to use the
steering wheel-mounted manual
“paddle” shifters, experimenters can knock about a second off
the 0-60 times. The CVT tranny
shifted smoothly.

The GTS was equipped with
sport suspension that puts this
vehicle’s handling at the class top.
The turning circle was measured
at 33 feet, but there’s a price. Ride
comfort on bad roads will not
please! The tires, mud and snow
radials, were surprisingly “grippy.”
When considering a GTS, remember its 10-year/100,000 mile
powertrain warranty and five
years on the remainder of the vehicle. Almost all manufacturers
have quietly cut their warranties
lately!
The GTS is a fine vehicle. Its
warranty and features may win
you over!
Opossum@ix.netcom.com

Mechanic’s Corner
the doors and readies the ignition for activation without using
a key.
In back, there’s a 60/40 fold
down bench and a large trunk.
Other features include dual front

SHOP RATES

Electronic Brake Distribution.
The $19,100 base price of
this front-driver includes rackand-pinion power steering with
height-adjustable column, electric locks/windows/mirrors, air

DIRECT BILLING

Today’s automatic transaxles are very complex, and
it is difficult for the home mechanic to accurately
diagnose or service this component. Basically, the
main concern you should have with only a limited
knowledge of transmissions is the fluid level. However, even without a trained eye for trouble, you can
detect a problem by listening for unusual noises. In
addition, if the transaxle slips, shifts roughly, or has
no drive in forward or reverse gears, have a professional diagnose it.

INSURANCE REPLACEMENTS
Full Line of Rental
Cars and Trucks

OPEN 7 DAYS
A WEEK!

540-636-2090
348A COMMERCE AVE
FRONT ROYAL, VA
FAST FREE PICKUP, JUST A PHONE CALL AWAY!

CASH OR CREDIT CARD

VAN RENTALS MOVING TRUCKS
SERVING WARREN, SHENANDOAH,
PAGE AND FREDERICK COUNTIES
WINCHESTER LOCATION: 540-667-8304

MOVING TRUCKS

15 PASSENGER VANS
· SHUTTLE BUSES
· CARGO VANS
· MINIVANS
New Winchester location: 110-7 Featherbed Ln

SUPPLIES

BOXES

LOCAL/ONE-WAY
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Karaoke Sun - Wed • Dancing Thu, Fri & Sat

The all-new

Union Hall Lounge
Beside

Victoria’s Restaurant

231 Chester Street • Front Royal, VA • (540) 636-6811
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ADVERTISE FOR LESS!
Call (540) 636-1014

Comics

The News at Noon & The Valley Today
The award winning “News at Noon” • 30 minutes of LOCAL news • Weekdays at 12:05 pm
The award winning “The Valley Today” • 30 minutes of LOCAL interviews • Weekdays at 12:30 pm
· local leaders

· philanthropy

· business
· public safety
· round tables
· health
· education

· politics

· issues

· tourism
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Street parking lot at the entrance to
Kidd Lane . If you are located on or
near Main Street and would like to
have your business listed on this sign,
please contact the Front Royal DBA
by calling 540-631-0099 or via email
to dba@downtownfrontroyal.com. The
cost is $25 per listing.

NEW TEACHER RECEPTION
The Chamber has scheduled the New
Teacher Reception for Tuesday, August 21st, 4 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. It’s an
exciting time in Warren County - two
new high schools will open in the fall.
Approximately 70-80 new teachers
and staff will join Warren County Public Schools, Randolph-Macon Academy and our private schools. We are
asking the business community to
show support for the educators of our
community by sponsoring these new
teachers for $20. Businesses sponsoring teachers may also attend the
event. Along with your teacher sponsorship you are welcome to supply
door prizes or items for the welcome
bags. For more information contact
Niki at 635-3185 x1 or nfoster@frontroyalchamber.com.
SCC HEARINGS ON PROPOSED
TRANSMISSION ROUTE
The SCC will hold public hearings
on Allegheny/Dominion Power’s proposed transmission route on Wednesday, August 15 (1:30 and 7:00 p.m.)
and Thursday, August 16 (9:30 a.m.)
at the North Warren Volunteer Fire
Department.
YOUNG PROFESSIONALS GROUP
The Young Professionals group of the
Top of Virginia Regional Chamber will
have a Mixer on August 16th, 5:15
p.m. - 7:00 p.m. at Red Hot & Blue, 50
Featherbed lane. The YPG Mixer is
a social event with a purpose - to enable young professionals to meet their
peers in a relaxed setting. There will
be introductions and info for you if you
would like to get involved in this dynamic group. Admission is $5. Front
Royal-Warren County Chamber members are invited to attend.
BUSINESS DIRECTORY
The Chamber has once again commissioned CommunityLink to publish
our Community Profile and Business
Directory. This full color publication and online counterpart is one of
our most vital tools for marketing our
area to new and existing residents,
businesses, visitors, and developers.
Over 5,000 copies will be printed. Ad
sales will begin soon. Only Chamber
members will be recognized in this
publication. This book is one of our
most, if not the most requested publications we distribute. Contact the

Chamber today at 635-3185 or info@
frontroyalchamber.com to learn more
about advertising in this valuable publication.
TRADEFEST 2007
Looking for new customers and avenues in which to do business? TradeFest is the region’s premier business
to business and community networking event. Tradefest offers a unique
opportunity to both businesses and
the general public to network and
gain knowledge of the lastest products, services, and trends available
in our region. Tradefest 2007 will be
held September 18 and 19 at Bowling
Green Country Club. Silent Partner
Security Systems Inc. and Valley Farm
Credit are Tradefest’s Major Sponsors
and Greater Atlantic Bank is one of
the VIP Reception sponsors. Exhibitor
space is limited! For more information
on Tradefest or sponsorship opportunities contact Niki Foster at nfoster@
frontroyalchamber.com or 635-3185
x. 1.
DID YOU KNOW.........
The Chamber receives thousands of
visitors to our website each month.
Did you know you can make your
business stand out and get even more
exposure on the web for under $9 a
month? Reach thousands of potential
buyers for just $100 a year by adding
your logo and a 50 word description
on the Chamber’s website in the Business Directory. Contact Pam today
to take advantage of this great deal
at priffle@frontroyalchamber.com or
635-3185 ext. 2. Also for only $125
put an insert in Chamber Connections
reaching over 700 individuals and
businesses. Contact Niki at nfoster@
frontroyalchamber.com or 635-3185
ext. 1.
SEMINAR TO IMPROVE YOUR BOTTOM LINE
You’re invited to attend our next seminar entitled: “Service Recovery: The
Buck Stops Here” on August 20th, 9
a.m. - noon, at the Chamber. Presented by Cynthia F. Soltis, SPHR, Lord
Fairfax Workforce Solutions. Service
Recovery with the Unhappy Customer: Difficult customers, customer
complaints and unhappy customers all
strike fear in the hearts of businesses
and service providers. Identify causes
of conflict in your business and learn

to eliminate them. Learn to defuse
negative situations on the spot. Learn
three techniques to effectively problem-solve with your customers while
helping to create a climate of success
and growth for our Downtown community. Cost: $35/business. Brought
to you by the Downtown Business
Council. For more information contact
Sharon at 635-3185 or sbaroncelli@
frontroyalchamber.com.
VDOT SPONSORS SEMINAR FOR
DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS ENTERPRISES
The Virginia Department of Transportation invites you to join them as
they host an outreach event offering
information about the subcontracting and sub-consultant opportunities
available for Disadvantaged Business
Enterprises (DBE) and Small, Women,
and Minority-Owned vendors on the
largest transportation construction
projects already proceeding in or potentially coming to Northern Virginia.
The event will be held on Friday, August 24 from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at
the Hilton Springfield located at 9550
Loisdale Road, Springfield, VA 22150.
Register on-line at www.wilsonbridge.
com/cr-outreach.htm.
HOBNOB IN THE VALLEY 2007
On Friday, September 7, the Top of
Virginia Regional Chamber will host
HobNob in the Valley 2007 presented
by Annandale Millwork & Allied Systems Corporation. In its eight year,
HobNob brings together area businesspeople, politicians, and other
dignitaries in a casual, nonpartisan
gathering that celebrates the American electoral process. This year’s
event will be held at Shenandoah
University ’s Bernard J. Dunn School
of Pharmacy from 5:00 until 8:00 p.m.
A traditional barbecue dinner will be
served and musical entertainment will
enhance the atmosphere of the event.
Tickets are $15.00 per person and can
be purchased at the office at 104 East
Main Street in Front Royal.
MEMBER NEWS
Shenandoah River Outfitter’s will
have their Annual Canoe Auction on
Saturday, August 25th at 1 p.m. There
will be canoes-Old Town Canoes &
Royalex Shenandoah’s Kayaks-Old
Town Otters, Loons & Others. Rain

or Shine. For more information call
540-743-4159 or visit www.shenandoahriver.com
Suntrust Bank announces that if you
open a personal or business checking
account from August 6 through October 12, 2007 they will donate $100 to
the charity (501(c)3) of your choice.
For more information contact Trevor
Rollison at 635-5780 or trevor.rollison@suntrust.com.
Hands to Create will have their Grand
Opening Celebration the week of 8/14
- 8/18. Hands to Create will have Ladies Night, Family Night, Teen Night,
and Date Night. For more information
contact 636-4466 or visit www.handstocreate.com.
North Warren Volunteer Fire & Rescue Dept. will have their pancake
breakfast on Saturday, August 18th at
North Warren Volunteer Fire & Rescue
Dept - Celebration Hall.
According to a recent report released
by the Virginia Community College
System (VCCS), as of spring 2007,
Lord Fairfax Community College’s
(LFCC) Office of Workforce Solutions and Continuing Education
served more businesses than any of
the other 22 community colleges in
the VCCS. Of the 1,558 businesses
located in LFCC’s service region, the
College served 36 percent in 2006-07.
LFCC plans to continue increasing the
number of businesses and individuals
that it serves as it expands its program
offerings to meet the training needs of
businesses and professionals in the
area. The most recent program development in the Office of Workforce Solutions and Continuing Education is a
partnership with Development Dimensions International (DDI). The partnership will enable LFCC to bring DDI’s
world-class leadership, workforce and
customer service training programs to
local businesses and organizations.
DDI, a human resources consulting firm, is widely recognized for its
leadership and management training
programs, which are geared toward
improving employee performance.
The Front Royal Downtown Business Association is pleased to
announce the unveiling of a new directional sign located in the Peyton

Here-4-You Consulting has the following employment opportunities
available: Writer or Researcher; Apprentice/Assistance Position Available.
Applications can be submitted by mail
but email is preferred at Here-4-Consulting, Personnel Department, P. O.
Box 2361, Front Royal, VA 22630 or
jeffrey@npfunds.com.
The Lord Fairfax Workforce Solutions and Continuing Education
are offering the following courses:
Advanced Contractor Licensing, August 13 -22, 7 p.m. - 9:30 p.m., $289;
Employee Recruitment & Interviewing, August 14, 12 p.m. - 4 p.m., $99;
Performance Management, August
21, 12 p.m. - 4 p.m., $99; Bloodborne
Pathogens, August 22, 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.,
$99; Microsoft Excel, Basic, August 28
- 26, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m., $119; and
Employee Traingin & Development,
August 28, Noon - 4 p.m., $99. Call
540-868-7021 for more information or
to register.
“PRE-LEASE of PRIME OFFICE
SPACE-Holly Hill Professional Center
located on John Marshall Highway.
Pre-Lease approximately 2,500 SF @
$14.00 per SF, NNN and term acceptable to Owner. Twelve (12) months to
build after the Lease is signed. Call
Doug Rosen, Virginia Property Group,
Inc., @ 540-671-6271.”
TOWN OF FRONT ROYAL COUNCIL
MEETING
Monday, August 27th, 7 p.m. at the
Warren County Government Center
COUNTY OF WARREN BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS
Tuesday, August 21st, 7 p.m. at the
Warren County Government Center
UPCOMING EVENTS
August 20
Downtown Business
Council, Service Recovery: The Buck
Stops Here, 9 a.m. at the Chamber
August 21 New Teacher Reception, 4
p.m. at E. Wilson Morrison Elementary
School
August 23 Adult & Youth Leadership
Retreat
Sept. 1
Chamber Closed
Sept. 5
Warren County Business
Today on Oldies 95.3 FM, 12:30 p.m.
Sept. 5
Ambassadors Council,
Noon at Jalisco
Sept. 6
Business After Hours,
5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m. at Wachovia Bank
(Crooked Run Shopping Center)
Sept. 7
Hob Nob in the Valley, 5
p.m. at Winchester Medical Center
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Diversions

Watch out! Your boss is coming around the corner!

Trivia Time
	1. Who was Pope between June 4 and June 20, 1963?
2. What folk singer was blacklisted from “Hootenanny” for alleged
Communist sympathies?
3. Who appeared on the May, 1951 cover of Modern Screen?
4. What soft drink company provided the four-year scholarship
that allowed Daniel Ellsberg to go to Harvard?
5. What movie garnered an Academy Award for best song for Buffy
Sainte-Marie?
6. What did “The Official Preppy Handbook” say a V&T was?
7. For what 1975 hit did Simon and Garfunkel reunite?
8. Who was the first U.S. president to witness the firing of a Polaris
missile?
9. What boxer posed as a black Santa Claus on the cover of the
December, 1963, issue of Esquire?
	10. What is the first thing Clark Kent takes off in his transition to
Superman?
Trivia Time Answers
	1. No one; 2. Pete Seeger; 3. Ronald Reagan; 4. Pepsi; 5. “An Officer
and a Gentleman”; 6. A vodka and tonic; 7. “My Little Town”; 8. John
F. Kennedy; 9. Sonny Liston; 10. His glasses
(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.

You Don’t Say!
There are only four words in the English language which end in”dous:”
tremendous, horrendous, stupendous, and hazardous.
***
Los Angeles’ full name is “El Pueblo de Nuestra Senora la Reina de
Los Angeles de Porciuncula”
***
A cat has 32 muscles in each ear.
***
An ostrich’s eye is bigger than its brain.
***
Tigers have striped skin, not just striped fur.
***
In most advertisements, the time displayed on a watch is 10:10
***
Al Capone’s business card said he was a used furniture dealer.
***
The characters Bert and Ernie on “Sesame Street” were named after
Bert the cop and Ernie the taxi driver in Frank Capra’s “It’s Wonderful
Life.”
***
A dragonfly has a life span of 24 hours.
***
A goldfish has a memory span of three seconds.
***
The giant squid has the largest eyes in the world.
***
In England, the Speaker of the House is not allowed to speak.
***
The microwave was invented after a researcher walked by a radar
tube and a chocolate bar melted in his pocket.
***
Mr. Rogers was an ordained minister.
***
The average person falls asleep in seven minutes.
***
“Stewardesses” is the longest word that is typed with only the left
hand.

Sports Challenge by Walter Branch
	1. Who opened the 1969 baseball season by dropping the first ball?
2. What former Atlanta Braves slugger played the 1987 season for Japan’s Yakult Swallows?
3. What year’s Winter Olympics introduced the super giant slalom?
4. What college gave former baseball player Carl Yastrzemski an Honorary Doctorate in 1988?
5. What college did 1981’s Heisman Trophy winner George Rogers play for?
6. How many world diving championships did Greg Louganis win?
7. What Minnesota Twins outfielder received three votes for mayor in the 1988 election in Alexandria,
Va.?
8. What Minnesota arena spent $23,000 on a machine to clean tobacco juice from artificial turf?
9. What country won 29 medals at the 1988 Winter Olympics?
	10. What is the common term for a football player’s sprain of the metatarsophalangeal joint of the big
toe?
Sports Challenge Answers
	1. Richard Nixon; 2. Bob Horner; 3. 1988’s; 4. Boston University; 5. The University of South Carolina;
6. Five; 7. Kirby Puckett; 8. The Metrodome; 9. The Soviet Union; 10. Turf toe
(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.

Quotes
“Idleness is not doing nothing. Idleness is being free
to do anything.” - Floyd Dell
***
“The world is a book, and those who do not travel
read only a page.” - Saint Augustine
***
“In order to have a real relationship with our creativity, we must take the time and care to cultivate
it.” - Julia Cameron
***
“No man needs a vacation so much as the person
who has just had one.” - Elbert Hubbard
***
“People shouldn’t be treated like objects. They
aren’t that valuable.” - P.J. O’Rourke

***
“To take a gloomy view of life is not part of my
philosophy; to laugh at the idiocies of my fellow
creatures is. However, at this particular moment,
I cannot find so much to laugh at as I would like.”
- No‘l Coward
***
“If you want to succeed in politics, you must keep
your conscience well under control.” - David Lloyd
George
***
“But be not afraid of greatness: some men are
born great, some achieve greatness, and some have
greatness thrust upon them.” - William Shakespeare
***
“I was told that the Chinese said they would bury
me by the Western Lake and build a shrine to my
memory. I have some slight regret that this did not
happen as I might have become a god, which would
have been very chic for an atheist.” - Bertrand Rus-

A Look Back This Week
On August 17, 1807, Robert Fulton made the first practical steamboat trip, leaving New York City and
reaching Albany in 150 miles in 32 hours... August 16, 1812, the British took Detroit ... August 14, 1842,
the Seminole Indian War ended with most of the Indians being sent to Oklahoma ... August 14, 1912,
the U.S. sent Marines to Nicaragua, which was in default of loans to America and Europe ... August 15,
1914, the Panama Canal officially opened ... August 18, 1920, the 19th Amendment was ratified, giving
women the right to vote ... August 14, 1935, Congress passed the Social Security Act ... August 14, 1941,
President Franklin Roosevelt and British Prime Minister Winston Churchill issued the Atlantic Charter,
an eight-point declaration of principles ... August 14, 1945, Japan agreed to surrender ... August 18, 1969,
the Woodstock music festival ended ... August 17, 1998, in testimony for a grand jury and a televised
address to the nation, President Clinton acknowledged having had an inappropriate relationship with
White House intern Monica Lewinsky ... August 19, 2003, the U.S. and Canada agreed to conduct a joint
investigation into what caused the massive power failure on August 14, which affected Ohio, Michigan,
the Northeast and eastern Canada ... August 15, 2005, after negotiators failed to meet a deadline on this
date for a draft constitution, the Iraqi National Assembly granted a one-week extension ... August 18,
2005, a roadside bomb killed four U.S. soldiers in Samarra; in neighboring Jordan, three rockets were
fired at two U.S. Navy ships in port at Aqaba, missing them, but killing one Jordanian soldier ... August
19, 2005, in the UN Oil-for-Food scandal, a Danish company, Grundfos, admitted that it had paid kickbacks to Iraqi authorities to win two orders.
(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.
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Puzzles

ADVERTISE FOR LESS!
Call (540) 683-1078
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Puzzles

This issue’s crossword puzzle theme is “Weather or Not.” The solution is on page 38. NO
PEEKING!!!

ACROSS
1 Traveler’s aid
4 Jack __
8 Air quality agcy.
11 “Take a hike!”
15 Artie Shaw’s ex
16 Measurement
17 Whiteville forecast?
19 Bonoland forecast?
22 Not fixed
23 Ump’s call
24 Declare
25 Asian nation
27 Illegal blaze
28 Flashing light
30 Unite on the run
33 Speedy travel method: abbr.
35 Oar alternative
36 June forecast for Princeville?
42 Slender
44 Meteorologist’s device

45 Guayaquil’s location
47 Swiss river
50 Patriotic org.
52 Capone & others
54 Web-footed one
55 Markets
57 Pausing words
60 Mr. Gershwin
61 Abounded
62 Breakfast item
63 Happy as a lark
65 Jazz’s org.
67 Have
68 Alanland forecast?
72 Creator
75 Open sponsor: abbr.
76 Angry looks
77 Breathing
79 Tiny diagrams
84 Pronoun
86 Gentleman

87 Very motivated
88 Violin’s cousin
89 Birmingham, England river
90 Raiders’ org.
92 Camper’s item
93 Boo-boo removal
95 Recoiled
100 Boost
102 Johnnyville forecast?
105 Bound
108 Expert
109 Compare
110 Of the back
112 Places to sit
117 Seed covering
119 Site to be sewn
121 Recipe abbr.
122 Forecast for Santiago?
124 Forecast for Sir Arthur?
128 Residents of California’s
largest city

129 Unencumbered
130 Apse feature
131 Flag maker
132 R-V connection
133 Betty or Henry
134 Sinatra’s second
DOWN
1 Repeated chant
2 Landers
3 Due
4 Forest growth
5 NBC’s Mitchell
6 German exclamation
7 Pi’s follower
8 Sign up
9 Salts derived from
natural brines
10 Astonishment
11 Headliner
12 Corn-bearers
13 Famed folk singer

14 Govt. agts.
15 Dunderheads
17 Mournful
18 Fem. title
19 Brillo rival
20 Prayer opener
21 Insert a picture
with paste,
in bookbinding
26 Have to have
29 Old Texas team
31 Fleur-de-__
32 Wife of a Beatle
34 Part of the title of a pencil game
36 Genetic carrier
37 Raise
38 Like a streaker
39 One described as
“old” & “gray”
40 Wife blamer
41 Burden
43 Newspaper section
46 Maroon
47 In the matter of
48 Being dragged
along behind
49 Steed’s shade
51 Let go
53 Light source
56 Afr. nation
58 Stadium sound
59 Theater section
60 Opinions
61 Bitumen’s cousin
63 Batter ingredient
64 Building adjunct
66 Jackson & others
69 Delivery serv.
70 86 Across, to a Hindu
71 Deface
72 Be generous
73 Hot spot
74 Car blemish
78 Set of tiny pups
79 Cold cubes
80 Mean emperor
81 Pole, for one
82 Otherwise
83 Inspection trip
85 __ browns
87 551
89 Substance in a chemical process
91 Insect
94 TV maker
96 Stop
97 Of a hipbone
98 Club member
99 HST’s follower
101 State
103 Casual adieu
104 Deer’s feature
106 Breathing ailment
107 Stickum
110 Rather
111 Albums: abbr.
112 Skin mark
113 “Yikes!”
114 Fruits
115 Brews
116 Choice: abbr.
118 Sizzling noise
120 Supplemented
123 __ Moines
125 Mistaken
126 Spanish gold
127 Jeb Bush: abbr.
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Activities and events

Enjoy a FREE night of musical
entertainment at the Gazebo located at Main and Chester Streets
tonight and every Friday night
until August 24, 2007. Gazebo
Gatherings are presented by the
Blue Ridge Arts Council in partnership with the Town of Front
Royal, County of Warren and
the Virginia Commission for the
Arts. Weather may cancel some
performances. Please call for
those updates at (540)635-9909.
Tonight “Intrepid Jazz Project”
will peform contemporary, yet
timeless acoustic jazz.
Gazebo Gathering
8/24/2007 - 7:00pm
Enjoy a FREE night of musical
entertainment at the Gazebo
located at Main and Chester
Streets tonight and every Friday
night until August 24, 2007. Gazebo Gatherings are presented
by the Blue Ridge Arts Council
in partnership with the Town of
Front Royal, County of Warren
and the Virginia Commission for
the Arts. Weather may cancel
some performances. Please call
for those updates at (540)6359909. Tonight “Glass Onion” will

peform songs of the Beatles.
Gospel Sing
8/25/2007 - 12:00pm - 3:00pm
The Front Royal Church of the
Nazarene will sponsor a Christian Band and Gospel Sing at the
gazebo located at Chester and
Main Streets. Public is invited.

hands-on Saturday sessions. Cost:
$50. Contact Herb at 636-9984 or
John at 631-9025 or email frwctreestewards@comcast.com

Bluegrass Party
9/14/2007 - 7:00pm - 10:00pm

LABOR DAY - The Town of
Front Royal business offices will
be closed today. Trash, Yard
Waste and Recycling pick-up for
this day will be Wednesday, September 5.

You are invited to the Browntown
Bluegrass Pickin’ Party tonight at
the Browntown Community Center. Listen to gospel and old time
music. Admission is FREE. All
levels of musicians are welcome.
Acoustic instruments only. Food/
drink are available for purchase.
All proceeds benefit the Browntown Community Center. For
more information please contact
(540)778-4777 or (540)636-3588.

Musical Concert
9/8/2007 - 6:00pm - 7:00pm

Tradefest
9/18/2007 - 9/19/2007

You are invited to the Musical
Concert Series sponsored by the
Royal Plaza Merchant Association to be held at Royal Plaza located on South Street. This event
is FREE.

The region’s premier business to
business and community networking event. A unique opportunity offered to both businesses
and the general public to network
and gain knowledge of the latest
products, services and trends
available in our region. This event
will be held at Bowling Green
Country Club. More information
is available at (540)635-3185.

LABOR DAY - Town Holiday
9/3/2007

Tree Classes
9/11/2007 - 10/23/2007
“All About Trees” classes will be held
at the Warren County Government
Center in Front Royal Tuesdays 79 p.m. Included are five half-day,

ADVERTISE FOR LESS!
Call (540) 683-1078

Hoe Down
9/29/2007 - 6:00pm
Be a Patron Saint and the “Saints
at the Ranch Old Fashioned Hoe
Down” to benefit the Saint Luke
Community Clinic. It will be held
at the LeHew “Ranch” located on
Ashby Station Road. For more
information please call (540)6364235 or visit www.stlukeclinic.
org.
Autumn Conservation Festival
10/6/2007 - 10/7/2007
Enjoy the Washington National
Zoo/Smithsonian Conservation
Research Center’s Annual Festival
today and tomorrow. The Center is located on Remount Road.
For more information please call
(540)635-6540.
COLUMBUS DAY
Town Holiday
10/8/2007
COLUMBUS DAY - The Town
of Front Royal business offices
will be closed today. Trash, Yard
Waste and Recycling pick-up for
this day will be Wednesday, October 10.

ADVERTISE FOR LESS!
Call (540) 636-1014

Gazebo Gathering
8/17/2007 - 7:00pm

Festival of Leaves Event

10/12/2007 - 6:00pm - 11:00pm

Enjoy the beginning of the annual
Festival of Leaves with a music
program and kids rides tonight at
the Gazebo area located at Main
and Chester Streets. For more
information please call (540)6361466.
Bluegrass Party

10/12/2007 - 7:00pm - 10:00pm

You are invited to the Browntown
Bluegrass Pickin’ Party tonight at
the Browntown Community Center. Listen to gospel and old time
music. Admission is FREE. All
levels of musicians are welcome.
Acoustic instruments only. Food/
drink are available for purchase.
All proceeds benefit the Browntown Community Center. For
more information please contact
(540)778-4777 or (540)636-3588.
Festival of Leaves
10/13/2007 - 9:00am - 6:00pm
Enjoy the 36th Annual Festival
of Leaves today in Downtown
Front Royal. There will be a parade, dinners, craft vendors, live
entertainment, heritage sites and
more. Sponsored by the Warren
Heritage Society (540)636-1446.
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“The days will be hot and sweaty. The work will be hard and grueling. But the smiles will
be genuine and bright.... The friendships you build will last a lifetime and the joy you will
feel will be worth far more than your investment of time and money.”

Leslie Fiddler

Locals lend hand to Dominican Republic

Courtesy photo

One family’s experience of the shrinking ‘global village’

A young Dominican Republic girl checks the footing in what will soon be a bedroom. The house was built with the help of area volunteers for Habitat for Humanity Global Village.
tional for everyone. It’s an intense
experience, you get really close to
people and it’s hard to leave.”
The Burackers have volunteered
with a variety of people including
a Swiss investment banker and an
Irish medical student and keep in
touch via email.
“Aaron has been on 2 trips with
me to the Dominican Republic
and it has made a huge impact on
him - he sees the world much differently now,” Charles said. “I am
hoping it has the same effect on
Drew. And we want volunteers to
join us in October and on future
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Local resident Charles Buracker and his sons Aaron and Drew
are traveling to the village of
Santo Domingo in the Dominican Republic in October to build
homes with “Cambiandos Vidas
- Changing Lives.”
A Habitat for Humanity Global Village veteran, team leader
Buracker has seen the positive
impact of the experience on his
family and is hoping others will
volunteer their time and/or money to help with this year’s build.
This will be Charles and Aar-

on’s third trip to the Dominican
Republic. Aaron was 14 when he
made his first trip there. Initially
reluctant for a working trip into
the unknown, Aaron found he
didn’t want to leave when the
work was done.
“It’s a lot better down there people are so much more friendly, and the whole community gets
involved. The food is good too,
better tasting, everything’s so
fresh,” Aaron said of his perception of this Third World country.
Charles adds, “At the end of
the week you don’t want to leave.
You’ve made really good friends.
The send off party is very emo-

Each day, dozens of children came to a work site in
the Dominican Republic as area volunteers helped
build homes for Habitat for Humanity Global Village.

trips.
“The days will be hot and
sweaty. The work will be hard
and grueling. But the smiles will
be genuine and bright. The laughter will be loud and come straight
from the belly. The friendships
you build will last a lifetime and
the joy you will feel will be worth
far more than your investment
of time and money,” co-leader
Jack Norris says of the “Changing
Lives” experience.
Buildings are constructed low
and solid, made of cinder block
and concrete to survive hur-
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By Leslie Fiddler
Warren County Report
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Area resident Aaron Buracker meets with children in
the Dominican Republic during a trip for Habitat for
Humanity Global Village.

A lucky Dominican Republic family moved from a pink
tin shack (left) into a new home built with the help of
area volunteers for Habitat for Humanity Global Village.

ricanes. Charles and Aaron explained that the building team, including local engineers, masons,
community leaders and families,

It’s a lot better down there
- people are so much more
friendly, and the whole
community gets involved.
bridge cultural gaps with body
language and emotional intent.
“It’s fun to watch people mesh
as the process comes together,”
Charles said.
The cost of the trip is $1,100
which covers all food, lodging and
ground transportation plus a $500
offering towards materials. Participants are responsible for their
own airfare to Santo Domingo.
All donations are welcome. For
details contact Charles Buracker
at 683-6176 (h), 671-1045 (c) or
via email at charlyn87@earthlink.
net. Cambiandos Vidas is a 501
(3)(c) organization.
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Reliance Woods
A beautiful wooded environment with nearby golf, two new shopping centers, and
the historic Shenandoah River. Did we mention it’s just 2 miles from I-66? Who
says you can’t have it all!

Only 14 lots remain!
Enjoy serenity and peace in this new subdivision in highly sought-after Warren
County. Estate lots range from 2 to 6 acres. Live just 2 miles from I-66. Relax just
minutes away from 5 golf courses. Only 14 lots remain. Claim yours before they
are gone forever!

(540) 631-8989 • (540) 305-9678
Attention Developers! Call for information on two other hot properties:
• 5 lot subdivision in Warren County
• 28 townhouse lot subdivision in Page County

