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“Could we look at the [north] side of the railroad tracks for density? – We’ve got to have
density somewhere.” – Eileen Grady on where to fit cluster development

Comprehensive Plan

‘Put them on the other side of the tracks’
Town council at odds over Comp Plan recommendations on housing
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
On Dec. 3, after two years of
plotting, planning and maneuvering its way toward a revised
Comprehensive
Development
Plan that will reflect its conservative stance on residential growth,
the Front Royal Town Council
began what many thought would
be a quick, rubber stamp review
and approval process.
But surprise, surprise – the Dec.
3 work session quickly dissolved
into a lengthy and occasionally
testy debate over the proper location of clustered and affordable
housing. The recommendation
forwarded by the town planning
commission, largely appointed
during the current council’s tenure, is to allow clustered residential development, including duplex, townhouses and apartments
on remaining open spaces in the
more developed Happy Creek
Planning District south of Happy
Creek Road and west of Leach’s
Run to Commerce Avenue.
However, Eugene Tewalt pointed out that the great majority of
existing housing in that district

are single-family residences.
Tewalt said it was unlikely the
residents of those homes would
want to face a loss of property
values to adjacent, lower-end
multi-unit development.
The town’s chief planner, Deputy Town Manager for Planning
Nimet Soliman, replied that the
proposed Comp Plan amendments protected existing neighborhoods by requiring compatible rezoning for new clustered
housing proposals in R-1 neighborhoods. Soliman explained
new residential proposals must
be compatible with existing
neighborhoods. That requirement would give council the justification to deny the type of infill
development several councilmen
feared might occur under the revised plan.
Tewalt also questioned the advisability of allowing multipleunit housing on 7,000 s.f. lots
in single-family neighborhoods
requiring 10,000 s.f. lots. Soliman replied that the 7,000 s.f.
requirement on duplexes was in
the town’s existing zoning ordinances.
“The plan must accommodate
existing zoning,” she told council.
In response to a question from
Stan Brooks, Soliman said the
town could not legally add language to prohibit speculative redevelopment of property from
existing single-family to more

This aerial photograph looking east toward Shenandoah Shores Road shows
the vacant land north of Happy Creek Road and the Norfolk Southern Railroad
tracks, including much of the 900 acres of town property in the North East Planning District. Some existing single-family residences in the Happy Creek District
are visible at the right of picture. The town council nows seems split on which
side of the tracks is the best location for future cluster development in the town
limits. (File Photo/Courtesy CassAviation)
profitable multi-unit housing.
Other side of the tracks
Moving from specifics to gener-
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al planning theory, Eileen Grady
reminded council that new housing should go in town with access
to existing utilities, rather than
be spread throughout the county. Responding to the discussion
about protecting the integrity of
existing neighborhoods on the
south side of Happy Creek Road
and the adjacent Norfolk Southern Railroad tracks, Grady then
dropped a “philosophical” bombshell.
“Could we look at the other side
of the railroad tracks for density? – We’ve got to have density
somewhere,” she mused.
Warren County Report
is currently looking for
a general assignment
reporter.
If interested, please
e-mail editor@warrencountyreport.com

The “other side of the tracks”
is largely undeveloped land, including the infamous 600-plusacre F&R Limited property once
coveted by Centex on the towncounty border. The planning
commission’s Comp Plan amendments earmark all that undeveloped land in the North East Planning District, including 915 acres
of in-town pasture land between
the railroad tracks to the south
and west to Shenandoah Shores
Road on the east for Agricultural
or Residential Estate development. Those designations would
allow a maximum density of one
unit per 10 acres (Agricultural)
or one unit per acre (Residential
Estate).
Later in the work session it was
also suggested the town might be
able to acquire proffers for cluster rezoning in the North East
District to help fund construction of a needed transportation
improvement – a major east-
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Comprehensive Plan
west connector road between the
northside of town and Shenandoah Shores Road.
Crumpling consensus
At this point yours truly had
another Twilight Zone/parallel
universe moment, as a potential
council majority seemed to be arguing for the very things council
spent a year belaboring the county’s planning staff for negotiating
with Centex.
During this somewhat astounding discussion it was suggested
council direct Soliman to rewrite
the amended plan to reflect potential clustering north of the
railroad tracks before bringing
the plan to a Public Hearing.
Brooks argued against such a
move though he was assured it
did not mean council had to approve the changes, but rather
ascertain the public’s view on
them.
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process he was suggesting might
appear cumbersome, he believed
it was the proper path to assure
public accountability by council.
“What we’re asking is for Nimet to write a change and we can
vote on it [later],” Tewalt said.
“I’m not ready to decide,”
Brooks concluded of ordering
any substantial changes to what
was forwarded to council by the
planning commission.
Some time later it was decided
to schedule a public hearing on
the Comp Plan amendments for
the first January meeting. Mayor
James Eastham pointed out that
motions to amend the suggested
Comp Plan changes could be
available for a vote at that time.
The mayor added that if council felt the public input merited
further discussion, it would be
council’s decision to table a vote
to or beyond the second January
meeting.
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plebiscite in
in
Chile
Chile defeated
defeated Augusto
Augusto Pinochet’s
Pinochet’s
attempt
attempt to
to remain
remain in
in power
power and
and
brought
brought to
to aa close
close the
the era
era of
of rightrightwing
wingmilitary
militarydictators.
dictators.
Now,
Now, with
with Chavez,
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cold shoulder
shoulderatatthe
thesumsummit),
mit), the
the region
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political stability
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still poor
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Chavez despite
despite windfall
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outof
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say anything
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that isis not
not
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spends
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trying to
to be
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nice to
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dictators
and
and dictator-wannabes
dictator-wannabes in
in the
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vain
hope
hopethey
theywill
willchange
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theirways.
ways.And
And
the
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—
Argentithe regional heavyweights — Argentina,
na, Brazil
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have not
not
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the alarm,
alarm, afraid
afraid Chavez
Chavez will
will
call
call them
them “imperialist
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It’s
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voters
who
can
stop
It’s Venezuelan voters who can stop
Chavez.
Chavez. The
The same
same ones
ones who
who elected
elected
him
him three
three times,
times, yet
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overwhelmingly
tell
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they do
do not
not want
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their
country
countryto
toadopt
adoptCuban-style
Cuban-styleone-parone-party
communism.
ty communism.
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Hernandez isis aa syndicated
syndicated
columnist
columnist and
and writer-in-residence
writer-in-residence at
at
New
NewJersey
JerseyInstitute
Instituteof
ofTechnology.
Technology.

in Prince William County the
public had come to work sessions
where they listened to and could
input on the exchange of ideas.
Ironically perhaps, in the face
of public criticism of exclusion
from the process at the planning
level, there were no members of
the public present at the Dec.
3 council work session on the
Comp Plan amendments.
As a public hearing was debated for the first January meeting
prior to writing in any potential
changes, Tewalt reacted angrily.
“If the planning commission
had this problem this would
have never gotten here. It’s absurd,” Tewalt said of the potential of multiple public hearings
to accommodate any potential
change to the plan forwarded by
the planning commission. “We’re
wasting our time – that’s what
work sessions are for, to work out
our differences.”
Brooks retorted that while the
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Hugo
Hugo Chavez
Chavez keeps
keeps pushing
pushing Latin
Latin
America
America into
into the
the pits
pits of
of resentful
resentful
Third-Worldism.
Third-Worldism.
In
In aa diplomatic
diplomatic flare-up
flare-up that
that made
made
front
front pages
pages across
across the
the Spanish-speakSpanish-speaking
ing world,
world, Spain’s
Spain’s King
King Juan
Juan Carlos
Carlos
lost
lost his
his patience
patience with
with the
the Venezuelan
Venezuelan
Castro
Castro wannabe
wannabe during
during the
the annual
annual
summit
summit of
of Ibero-American
Ibero-American nations
nations in
in
Chile.
Chile.
Chavez
Chavez had
had gone
gone off
off in
in one
one of
of his
his
rants
rants about
about the
the evils
evils of
of capitalism
capitalism and
and
called
called the
the former
former president
president of
of Spain,
Spain,
conservative
conservative Jose
JoseMaria
MariaAznar,
Aznar,aa“fas“fascist.”
The
current
Spanish
president,
cist.” The current Spanish president,
socialist
socialist Jose
Jose Luis
Luis Rodriguez
Rodriguez ZapaZapatero,
tero, responded
responded that
that among
among “democ“democratic
ratic governments”
governments” itit was
was essential
essential to
to
disagree
disagree “without
“without using
using personal
personal
insults,”
insults,” but
but Chavez
Chavez interrupted
interrupted him
him
several
several times.
times. And
And then
then Juan
Juan Carlos,
Carlos,
sitting
sitting between
between the
the two
two verbal
verbal
duelists,
duelists, leaned
leaned forward,
forward, pointed
pointed his
his
finger
at
Chavez
and
said,
“Why
finger at Chavez and said, “Whydon’t
don’t
you
you shut
shut up?”
up?”
Even
Even though
though in
in Latin
LatinAmerica
America there
there
is
is an
an undercurrent
undercurrent of
of patriotic
patriotic wariwariness
against
the
Spanish
monarchy,
ness against the Spanish monarchy,
against
against which
which wars
wars of
of independence
independence
were
were fought
fought almost
almost 200
200 years
yearsago,
ago,the
the
round
round of
of applause
applause after
after Juan
Juan Carlos
Carlos
told
told Chavez
Chavez to
to be
be quiet
quiet showed
showed that
that
some
some Latin
LatinAmerican
American diplomats
diplomatsat
atthe
the
summit
wanted
to
say
the
same
thing.
summit wanted to say the same thing.
Chavez’s
Chavez’s Venezuelan
Venezuelan opponents,
opponents, too,
too,
sided
sided with
with the
the Spanish
Spanishking.
king.
“Yes,
why
don’t
you
shut
up
once
“Yes, why don’t you shut up once
and
and for
for all
all and
and stop
stop embarrassing
embarrassing us
us
Venezuelans,”
Venezuelans,” wrote
wrote columnist
columnist AdolAdol-

Brooks fought hard to keep the
suggested changes out of the plan
to be presented at public hearing.
– “Tom’s not here,” he pointed
out of Councilman Sayre. Sayre
has been Brooks’ staunch ally in
limiting growth in the North East
Planning District where he lives.
Brooks asserted that council
was overstepping the bounds of a
work session.
“Work sessions are not for debate, not for a vote – they are
for gathering information. The
public eye is not on us here, we
should put this [discussion] out
there at a public meeting,” Brooks
told council.
“I disagree with that. I’ve been
here for years,” former town public works director Tewalt replied.
“This is where things get worked
out.”
“Not when I was mayor,” Brooks
responded tersely.
Soliman noted that in her 20plus years of planning experience

“I disagree with that. I’ve been here for years. This is where things get worked out.” – Eugene Tewalt on work sessions
“Not when I was mayor.” – Stan Brooks
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Madden’s e-mail seemed to carry the conflicting message that has contributed to the current uproar. That
message is that while all local Republicans maintain their rights as U.S. citizens to vote, support or endorse
anyone for public office, their “voluntary” membership in the Warren County Republican Committee supercedes those rights.

GOP drama

Republican bickering intensifies in wake of November elections
Are Sayre allegations tip of rising tide of internal factionalism and backstabbing?
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Is the party over for local Republicans?
Long the dominant and often unchallenged, political force
in Warren County, the Warren
County Republican Committee
was dealt a harsh blow at the polls
in November. That blow saw two
of three Republican candidates
for the Warren County Board of
Supervisors defeated. Only unopposed Shenandoah District
Supervisor and Board Chairman
Richard Traczyk won.

Both incumbent North River
Supervisor Ron Llewellyn and
South River candidate Bill Barnett lost decisively, by 59-41 and
58-42 percent margins, respectively. Barnett lost to Independent Linda Glavis in a race to replace appointed Supervisor Gray
Blanton who chose not to run after replacing incumbent Republican Scott Weinberg, who left the
area on a federal job assignment
last year.
But even worse than that result
was Llewellyn’s 690-481 vote defeat at the hands of all things – a
Democrat, Glenn White.

Archie Fox and Tony Carter,
who were not up for election this
year, still give the Republicans a
3-1-1 board majority (1 Democrat, 1 Independent). However,
the two senior board Republicans, Traczyk and Carter, may
be the odd men out as a mixed
bag majority (R-Fox/D-White/IGlavis) of fiscal and philosophical conservatives seem poised
to swing the county back toward
late 1980s to mid-1990s economic and developmental policies.
But aside from lost races and
dueling Republican board perspectives, the Committee now
finds itself in the midst of accusations and counter-accusations of
Party disloyalty, rules violations
and non-support of Party candidates.
Committee Chairman Bridget
Madden has steadfastly declined
comment on an internal e-mail
suggesting a special meeting following the November election
to confront allegations of rules
violations against “an executive
committee member.” Several
Committee insiders identified
that member as Committee Vice

Tom Sayre at a recent Front Royal Town Council
meeting.
Chairman Tom Sayre and the violation as support of North River
Democrat Glenn White.
“When the election is over I
intend to call a meeting and ask
for the Committee to demand the
person of whom I speak to resign
from the Committee,” Madden
wrote in her e-mail to committee members. Madden’s e-mail
seemed to carry the conflicting
message that has contributed to
the current uproar. That message is that while all local Republicans maintain their rights as
U.S. citizens to vote, support or
endorse anyone for public office,
their “voluntary” membership in

the Warren County Republican
Committee supercedes those
rights. Committee rules require
members not to “work against a
duly nominated candidate of the
Republican Committee.”
The local Party controversy
seems to reflect a wider issue as
Republicans nationwide ponder the ascendance of loyalty
oaths. Such oaths would require
Party members to support Party
nominees in order to participate
in Party business, including the
nominating process. State Republicans appear to have backed off a
similar loyalty oath on the coming presidential race. So, War-

About 17,000 people read this
paper. An ad this size costs
just 51.59 in color or $41.25 in
black & white. Is your business
benefiting from the area’s best
advertising deal?
• Contact Tara at 540-305-9776
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GOP drama

Madden’s e-mail seemed to carry the conflicting message that has contributed to the current uproar. That
message is that while all local Republicans maintain their rights as U.S. citizens to vote, support or endorse
anyone for public office, their “voluntary” membership in the Warren County Republican Committee supercedes those rights.

Baby it’s cold outside (and apparently inside too), as Republicans Ron Llewellyn
and John Smedley work the polls, in this case at A.S. Rhodes, on Nov. 6.
ren County is likely not the final
venue where we will hear the debate over where the responsibility of partisan political affiliation
on either side of the political aisle
crosses the right of every American to vote their conscience in
general elections.
On, off the schedule
But back in “River City,” Sayre
has stated his intention to resign from the Committee while
denying allegations he actively
supported White in the North
River race. Sayre says he has an
affidavit, apparently from the
citizen in question who may have
visited Madden’s office in search
of a White sign, that he did not
recommend support of White.
Sayre also suggested any such incident may have stemmed from
a misunderstanding following an
acquaintance’s phone conversation with his wife on the attitudes
of local candidates on specific issues (Sayre, who has been dealing
with a family illness the past two
weeks was unavailable for comment prior to publication).
The meeting Madden suggested to remove the unspecified
executive committee member in
question was scheduled for Dec.
20, 7 p.m. at the Warren County
Courthouse. According to Party
members that special meeting
was called by a petition signed
by about 20 of the committee’s
membership.
Consequently,
committee rules would prevent
the meeting’s arbitrary cancellation by the committee chair.
On Dec. 7, Madden also declined comment on the status of

the Dec. 20 meeting. However,
several committee members say
Madden has sent a follow-up email saying the meeting will be
canceled unless there is objection
from the membership (Santa, all
– or almost all – this reporter
wants for Xmas is that objection).
Double standard?
Should the meeting go on as
scheduled, Sayre’s adherence to
Republican rules may not be the
lone point of contention. The
possibility Sayre is being singled
out in a sea of Party backstabbing and lack of support has been
raised by such divergent sources
as defeated incumbent Llewellyn
and his old Party nemesis Dennis
Fusaro.
In a letter published in this
paper’s last issue (Early Dec.),
Fusaro pointed out that after he
won the 2003 Republican Committee nomination for the North
River board seat over Llewellyn,
Llewellyn left the committee to
run as an Independent. Fusaro
terms this an effective renunciation of the pledge to support the
Party nominee.
While Madden fell short of endorsing leaving the committee to
run for office against Republicans,
she did state in her pre-election
e-mail on Party rule breaking
that she “respected and admired”
those who left the committee to
support other candidates, rather
than stay in the committee and
violate committee rules by supporting opposition candidates.
In his letter, Fusaro also alleged
that, “another sitting ‘Republican’

supervisor and member of the
committee publicly and actively
worked for Mr. Llewellyn against
me … no efforts to discipline him
were mounted as far as I know.”
Llewellyn won his 2003 Independent bid for the North River
seat, then later rejoined the Republican Committee.
Fusaro suggested that rather
than foster a double standard,
the committee drop its loyalty
pledge.
“… the current myth of Republican loyalty is being applied selectively to reward members of
certain favored political and social groups and to punish others,”
Fusaro concluded.
One month after his defeat,
Llewellyn pondered similar selective enforcement issues.
Llewellyn pointed out that
prior to the election approximately 40 of his campaign signs
disappeared to be replaced by
Democrat White and Republican
Smedley signs in close proximity of each other. He also said he
was told that Smedley and White
signs had appeared together in
multiple locations in the South
River District.
“Now of course they couldn’t
vote for Glenn over there – but
really, do you think that’s a coincidence?” Llewellyn wondered.
The lame duck supervisor
also said from his own observations Democratic sample ballots
contained Smedley’s name. So,
Llewellyn is also left to wonder
whether the written and verbal
support of Smedley he witnessed
from North River Democrats at
the polls on Election Day only
worked one way.

Bridget Madden’s North Royal law office sported a
variety of Republican campaign posters prior to Election Day. Did one citizen’s visit seeking a poster of a
different sort - Democratic - raise the ire of the Warren Republican Committee Chairman? She’s not talking.
Crossing Party lines
Contacted about Llewellyn’s
comments, Smedley said, “I’ll
take any support I can get from
wherever I can get it.” He also
said he had absolutely no knowledge of disappearing signs or the
placement of his and White’s
signs together where Llewellyn
alleges his signs went missing or
anywhere else in the county.
According to Warren Democratic Committee Chairman Eric
Olson, local Democrat’s have a
similar committee pledge not to
openly support candidates against
Party nominees. Olson also said
he believed the names of all candidates were on the Democratic
sample ballots, with Democrat’s
names in bold print. He could not
recall if any Revenue candidate’s
name was highlighted. There was
no Democrat on the ballot in the
Commissioner of the Revenue
race. Smedley’s opponent was Independent Ron Mabry, who left
the county Republican Committee after being defeated by Smedley in a May Party canvass.
Llewellyn has acknowledged
his long personal friendship with
Mabry, but also says he urged his
friend not to run against Smedley as an Independent following his May Republican canvass
defeat. However, Smedley has
previously noted his observation
of a number of Mabry campaign
signs, along with his own and fellow Republican Llewellyn’s, on a
number of Llewellyn properties
during the campaign.

No Party for you
Llewellyn also called his and
Barnett’s support from the Warren Republican Committee minimal at best. He said he got virtually no Party help in manning
polling places on Election Day
and that a lone $250 committee
commitment to his campaign
was delivered after the election.
“You have to wonder at the role
of the Republican Party in all
this,” Llewellyn said.
Barnett declined comment on
the level of support he received
from the county Republican
Committee.
Madden also declined comment on any issue related to
committee business or meetings.
Other committee district chairs
failed to return calls or e-mails
concerning the rules enforcement and support issues raised
by Llewellyn, Fusaro and others.
But if Warren County Republicans seem confused over who
they are and who to support, who
can blame them? After all, in recent years how many have joined
the Party just prior to a run for
political office and how many
of those have left after a defeat
within the Party? And how many
have joined after a move into the
county and how many of those
have brought specific conservative agendas across county lines
with them, from right to life, to
the right to bear arms, to no new
taxes – especially to fund public
education? It’s enough to make
an old – or even a new – county
Republican’s head spin.
Author: sunrajah@yahoo.com
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“I’m sure that at some point he would have gone but I didn’t know for sure that it would be now. It was his
decision. I would say that he gave us this letter and that’s all I know. I have not talked to him since. He had
vacation time coming, so it’s not a big problem.” – EDA Board Chairman Patty Wines on Paul Carroll’s
resignation

EDA Shakeup

A Massachusetts Yankee beats feet east
EDA Director Paul Carroll resigns by letter, ponders ‘other opportunities’
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

At a Dec. 3 press conference,
top officials of the Front RoyalWarren County Economic Development Authority downplayed
the sudden departure of EDA
Executive Director Paul Carroll
three days earlier.
County Attorney Blair Mitchell
presented Carroll’s letter of resignation to the EDA at a Friday
morning board meeting. Board
Chairman Mike South and Vice
Chairman Patty Wines both indicated Carroll had been on the
Friday meeting agenda in his normal role as executive director and
that his non-appearance and letter of resignation came as a surprise.
Surprise or not, the EDA quickly regrouped in the wake of South
reading Carroll’s letter of resignation into the Nov. 30 meeting record. First, the board approved South’s resignation from
the board to take over Carroll’s
$110,000 a-year-plus-benefits job
on an “interim” basis and then

elevated Wines’ to Board Chairman.
“I’m sure that at some point
he would have gone but I didn’t
know for sure that it would be
now. It was his decision,” Wines
said on Dec. 3. “I would say that
he gave us this letter and that’s all
I know. I have not talked to him
since. He had vacation time coming, so it’s not a big problem.”
The new board chairman added
that she had not anticipated Carroll remaining beyond the end of
his current two-year contract extension that would have expired
June 30.
“Everybody who takes a job at
some point is going to leave, specifically in this job – they don’t
stay that long,” Wines said of economic development directors.
County Attorney Mitchell declined comment when asked if
Carroll had received a 4-month
severance package despite the
“sudden” resignation. Carroll,
whose wife and family relocated
from New England to the Fairfax
area during his 3-1/2 year tenure
here, did not return phone calls

Lawyers serving
injured persons
involved in:
• Automobile accidents
• Tractor-trailer
accidents
• Wrongful death cases
• Workers’
compensation
losses

or e-mail requests for comment
on his departure.
County staff confirmed that
South would be paid at a lower
scale than Carroll left at. South’s
“interim” compensation would
pro-rate to $90,000 over a full
year, Mitchell confirmed. Asked
if he might apply for the job on
a more permanent basis, South
would say only that anyone might
now apply for the job. He added
that the EDA hoped to have the
position filled on a more than interim basis within four months.
SRI implications?

Carl N. Lauer

Managing Attorney

636-3030

Mike South looks over his shoulder during joint meeting with the Front Royal
Town Council earlier this year. Things got testy between the EDA and council
over that old joke - How many work sessions does it take to shake $14 grand
loose from the Town of Front Royal?

1-800-698-4907

Perhaps coincidentally, that
time frame coincides with the
end of the EDA and county’s annual $130,000 consultant contract
with SRI International. Wines observed that South’s assumption of
the executive director’s position
was a logical one since in his role
as board chairman, South was an
integral part of the SRI “Future
Community Roadmap” process.
Carroll was also instrumental in

bringing the international, former Stanford Research Institute,
consultant into the community
planning mix.
After one year of developmental and research work involving
the town and county governments, the local business community and citizens, the current
contract year has seen the first
phase of implementation of SRI’s
marketing and developmental
strategy for the community begin. A highly publicized “branding initiative” to select a marketing slogan for the community is
the most publicly visible aspect of
that strategy as the current contract approaches its final quarter.
South refused to speculate
whether Carroll’s departure could
mean an end of the consultant arrangement with SRI. However, he
added that having a permanent
replacement for Carroll on board
by April 1, would help position
the EDA to move forward with
the community roadmap, with or
without the consultant’s continued help.

The often-rocky town/county relationship hit a very public bump when the Front Royal
Town Council refused to commit $14,000 to this year’s SRI
contract. The EDA picked up the
town tab, in addition to its own
$70,000 contribution. The county
paid the balance according to the
EDA’s town-county funding formula.
Change of direction (again)
Carroll succeeded Stephen
Heavener in July 2004 after a
lengthy search for a new EDA
administrative chief as the Front
Royal-Warren County Economic
Development Authority shifted
gears from Northern Industrial
Corridor big-box development to
an increased emphasis marketing
the 160-acre Royal Phoenix Business Park.
Carroll was instrumental in
developing a marketing vision
centered on a hospitality-culinary and Virginia wine and arts
complex on a portion of the for-
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EDA Shakeup
mer Avtex rayon and synthetic
fibers manufacturing plant site.
The entire 467-acre Avtex complex became one of the nation’s
largest Superfund environmental
disaster cleanup sites after being
closed down by the state for ongoing violations of water pollution standards in 1989.
While several potential investors expressed interest in a developmental contract in over
the past year and a half, after the
leading candidate, the Northern
Virginia-based Lerner Group,
withdrew, interest seems to have
floundered.
Nationals 1, EDA 0
South said he discussed Lerner’s decision to decline a developmental contract at Royal Phoenix
with company officials.
“I went down there to meet
them eyeball to eyeball to say how
did this all fall through? And they
basically said what we had been
told – that they had about 12 or
14 projects that were basically
truncated due to their interest in
the ball team. And that’s about it,”
South said.
Other than ownership of Major League Baseball’s Washington Nationals, South said Lerner

cited one other potential factor in
its Royal Phoenix decision.
“The discussion surfaced about
how we’re located as far as the
160 acres and what else could be
a way of getting in and getting
out,” South said of transportation
access issues to the Royal Phoenix property.
While an internal road plan
has been fairly consistent, how
best to connect the property to
major existing thoroughfares remains unresolved. At a recent
town council-EDA work session,
at which Carroll participated,
potential solutions, including an
access road through Royal Village that would involve considerable ROW purchase of existing
neighborhood properties, were
discussed.
Several factors, including
VDOT, town and county future
road plans will ultimately impact
a final decision on how Royal
Phoenix can best overcome existing commercial transportation
access issues, South said.
One thing seems certain, however – that those ongoing access
issues are no longer a concern of
one commuter, Connecticut, err,
Massachusetts Yankee Paul Carroll.

“I’m sure that at some point he would have gone but I didn’t know for sure that it would be now. It was his
decision. I would say that he gave us this letter and that’s all I know. I have not talked to him since. He had
vacation time coming, so it’s not a big problem.” – EDA Board Chairman Patty Wines on Paul Carroll’s
resignation

Mike South gets used to the Executive Director’s office at the EDA’s American
Viscose Adminstration Building off Kendrick Lane. South will be interim Executive DIrector for four months or until a permanent replacement for Paul Carroll is
named, hopefully by April 1st.

Albert H. Mills
4/20/44 - 10/29/07

God saw you were getting tired,
And a cure was not to be.
So he put his arms around you
And whispered, “Come to me.”

Wednesday January 9th is
Spirit Night
for Skyline High School
Come in and show your school I.D. and
get a FREE dessert of your choice with
purchase of any Extra Value Meal.
Valid at McDonalds at intersection of I-66 & Rt. 522

With tearful eyes we watched you,
And saw you pass away
Although we loved you dearly,
We could not make you stay.
A golden heart stopped beating
Hard working hands at rest.
God broke our hearts to prove to us,
He only takes the best.
				

Merry Christmas Dad

					
					
					

Love,
Your daughter
Kathy
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Real estate

Buracker Construction LLC
Custom Homes

Celebrate the New Year in a New Home

buracker-construction.com

*3 Bedrooms/2 Full
Baths
*Open Floor Plan
*Unfinished Basement
with R/I
*Close to Shenandoah
River
*No Mountain Roads to
Climb

Looking for that special Mountain Estate or Weekend Getaway?

*Priced to Sell at
$219,000

Come tour the “Lodge” in scenic Bentonville, VA

*3 Bedrooms/2.5 Baths
*Living/Dining Room w/
Hardwood
*Walk-Out Basement Deck
*2 Car Insulated Garage
*Optional Gas Fireplace
*Nice Lot Backs to Trees *You Pick Cabinets, Counters, Sinks, & Lights

*Offered at $284,900

For More Info. call Christi Boies

(540) 671-6494

Mountain Brook Estates
Have you been looking for that special piece of land to build your full
time, weekend or vacation home? If so, Mountain Brook Estates may
be just what you’re looking for.

Situated on 9 scenic acres with views of the Shenadoah National Park and George Washington National Forest, this cedar log siding home is loaded with extra’s. Exterior framing consists of 2” x 6” walls and R-19 insulation. The roof is a 50 year, standing seam
metal roof. The wrap around porch could virtually hold 100 rocking chairs. Inside, the
Master Bedroom is located on the Main Floor and has a cathedral ceiling, stone fireplace
and walk-in closet. The Master bath boasts a 4’ x8’ walk-in tile shower with 2 shower
heads and body sprays. The kitchen features Prestige Rustic Hickory Beadboard Cabinets and granite counters. A 48” JennAir Cooktop with grill is in the center of the island. The Great Room features another stone fireplace and cedar posts with carved Bear
Heads. The loft features a mural of a Virginia Wildlife scene. The two large upstairs bedrooms each have their own full bath. Farmhouse style oak trim and 8’ oak doors. Want
to come see for yourself? Buy this house before the end of 2007 and get a free Rinnai
Tankless Water Heater!

Call 540-636-1879 to schedule a tour!

Only 8 lots left!
Located in scenic Bentonville, VA this new mountain community of 10
lots ranging from 5 to 11 acres has something for everyone. Lot 2 has
views and a pond and several lots have a stream going through them.
High speed DSL Internet will be available! For additional information, call Buracker Construction, 540-636-1879 or visit our website
at mountainbrookestates.net. Prices start at 159,999 up to 229,999.
Bring this ad and receive $2,500 off through December!

Price Reduced to $699,999!
ADVERTISE FOR LESS!
Call Tara at 540-305-9776 or e-mail her at tarawcr@yahoo.com
For classifieds contact Melissa at 540-635-4542 or melissawcr@yahoo.com

Looking for a builder? Call Buracker Construction LLC 540-636-1879
or visit buracker-construction.com
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Schools

The good news the board received was that anticipated project saving in allowance and contingency funds
tied to the project shaved $2,783,319 off the remaining $3,291,348 high school project deficit.

County approves final payments for high schools
Fund balance transfer of $236,564 unanimously approved by board
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
At its first December meeting
the Warren County Board of Supervisors got the final numbers
on the cost of Warren County
and Skyline High Schools.
It’s been long known that the
original estimate of $69.5 million
- $43 million for the completely
new Skyline High and $26 million
for the renovations that dropped
the “Junior” from the Westminster Avenue Warren County secondary school‘s name – would
come in $12 to $13 million over
budget. Skyrocketing building
costs tied to national and international economic factors since
2003 have impacted capital improvement costs for municipalities (and everyone else) nationwide.
The county board had been

presented with cost estimates last
month but County Administrator
Doug Stanley recommended delaying final approval of additional
funding appropriations until the
exact numbers came in.
On Dec. 4, the board got those
numbers: $48,023,380 for Skyline
High School and $34,845,674 for
Warren County High School, or a
total project cost of $82,869,054.
However, the pain of a $13-plus
million deficit had already been
softened by two transfers into
the high school building fund.
Those transfers were $5.5 million
from the initial $84 million 2004
Capital Improvement Bond issue initially earmarked for “other
projects,” most likely a new public library; and a 2006 fiscal year
Fund Balance transfer of $4.5
million.
The good news the board received was that anticipated proj-

Accidents & Personal Injury
Law Offices of Thomas H. Sayre
• Serious Auto
Accidents
• Social Security
Disability
• Adoptions
• Criminal Defense
• Worker’s Comp
• Asbestos Meso
& Cancer cases
• Child Custody
• Wills & Deeds

ect saving in allowance and contingency funds tied to the project
shaved $2,783,319 off the remaining $3,291,348 high school
project deficit. Coupled with
additional interest earnings of
$271,465 tied to the bond issue,
the board was only faced with approving an additional $236,564 at
its Dec. 4 meeting. On a motion
by Archie Fox, seconded by Tony
Carter, those funds were unanimously approved.
The county’s strong Fund Balance allowed it to acquire a favorable Triple A bond rating for the
CIP projects in 2004. Figures presented by staff on Dec. 4, showed
a county Fund Balance of approx-

imately $25.8 million on June 30,
2007. Following board approval
of the final $236,564 for Phase
1 of the school capital improvement projects, the county Fund
Balance stood at $15.9 million
That number includes the original $4.5 million transfer to the
high school projects, a $2.25 million commitment to the start of
the new Samuels Public Library,
a $1.9 million commitment to
design and engineering work on
the 67-yearold original WCHS,
which is slated to become one
of two middle schools in Phase
2 of the public school CIP; and a
$108,133 commitment to begin
work on adding new T-hangars

Have an old fashioned
Christmas with Goodies from

at Front Royal-Warren County
Airport.
The remaining $15.9 million
Fund Balance allows the county
to maintain the minimum 15percent Fund Balance recommended by financial consultant
Davenport & Associates to maintain the county’s favorable financial ranking. The county’s 2008
fiscal year budget is $84,040,226.
The county’s 2007 budget was
$75,774,044.
Now go and see if you can balance your monthly budget with
those numbers floating in your
head.

Stokes

GENERAL STORE

“At The Bridge” - Main Street, Front Royal, Va.
Other Favorites Include:
• Chocolate Covered Peanuts
• Chocolate Covered Raisins
• Peanut Squares
• Coconut Bonbons
• Coconut Squares
• Maple Nut Candy
• Coconut Ices

• Gum Drops
• Orange Slices
• Spice Drops
• Cherry Slices
• Spearmint Leaves

Special Purchase
Wolverine Insulated Work Boot
• Steel Toe
• Gortex®
• 800 Grams Thinsulate
Reg. 139.99

$99.99

Old Fashioned
Chocolate Drops

$1.69 lb.

New Crop Black Walnuts

$8.99 lb.

Balson®
Merino Wool Socks

Old Fashioned Sharp
Cheddar Cheese
Cut from the Wheel

from $4.99 pair

Licensed in VA & WV

540-636-7777
Telecopier: 540-636-3763

222 E. Main St. Front Royal, VA 22630
E-mail: tsayre@embarqmail.com • www.sayrelawoffice.com

Warren County Report is currently looking for a general assignment
reporter. If interested, please e-mail editor@warrencountyreport.com

Ladies Deerskin
Insulated Gloves

from $9.99 pair

HIGH MOUNTAIN Jerky Seasonings
Seasons 15 lbs of Meat • Variety of Flavors

$5.99 each

STORE HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m.-7 p.m.
Fri. 8:30 a.m.-8 p.m. • Sat. 8:30 a.m.-6 p.m.
Sun. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
SUNDAYS 10 A.M.-4 P.M.

NOW OPEN

(540) 635-4437 • (800) 252-1162
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“Are they dumping the cost of mandated activities on localities?” – South River Supervisor Gray Blanton
on state and federal funding cuts to social service departments
“That’s exactly what’s happening,” – Warren County Social Services Director Ron King

Social Services

County picks up the SS tab dropped by feds, state
Social Services cuts at fed level trickle through state to localities
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

Several Warren County supervisors expressed disgust with federal policies resulting in “trickle
down economics” of a different
kind – in this case funding deficits to maintain federally or state
ordered social services programs
at the local level.
“Are they dumping the cost of
mandated activities on localities?”
South River Supervisor Gray

Blanton asked Warren County
Social Services Director Ron
King. King had just explained his
department’s need for a $71,000
appropriation of additional funds
to meet a budget shortfall this fiscal year.
“That’s exactly what’s happening,” King replied.
Asked by the board what happened if the money was not added to this year’s social services
budget, King said he would be
forced to layoff two positions,

one eligibility and one social services worker. King added that the
intake into the department’s programs was currently the highest
in his nearly eight-year tenure as
the department’s head.
“With a two percent unemployment rate, how are applications
up?” North River Supervisor Ron
Llewellyn asked.
King replied that many food
stamp applicants were working
poor who qualified due to low
wages and minimal, if any benefit

Fine
Japanese
& Mexican
Dining
Dine at one of our Hibachi Grills

Now
Booking

packages. He also explained that
some mandated changes had inflated the number of children in
the foster care program. Many
of those children are on juvenile
probation and have been taken
from poor home environments,
due to federal or state requirements.
King presented an elaborate
chart of changing state and federal funding formulas for many
mandated programs that are seeing decreasing percentage contributions from the state to localities. The state funding problems
originate with cuts to their budgets at the federal level, King
said.
“Something, I guess water flows
downhill,” Happy Creek Supervisor Tony Carter observed, noting that the flow of funding cuts
was threatening to drown local
budgets in a sea of governmental
backwash.
The state keeps abdicating its
responsibility an it makes our
job harder,” Llewellyn said of the
direct cuts impacting the county
social services budget.
King also presented the board

Tax Savings Start Now

Company Parties
& Private Parties

Come Visit Our Sushi Bar

Samurai
Steakhouse & Seafood

* Under New Management *

Now Open 7 Days a Week 11 a.m. - 10 p.m. • Breakfast Sat & Sun at 7 a.m.

241 Chester St., Front Royal • (540) 631-1200
(Formerly Known as Royal Garden)

April is a long way off, but there are
steps you can take before the end of
the year to lower your taxes next
spring. Here are some things you can
do:
• Make your January mortgage payment in December (send the check
early enough that it clears before the
end of the year) to have one more
month of deductible interest.
• Pay your property taxes. Many
local governments split the tax into
two payments. If your second payment isn’t due until after the first of
the year, make it now.
• Make qualifying home improvements — such as doors, windows,
solar panels and insulation — and get
an energy credit. Unless the law is
extended, deductions for energy-efficient upgrades in your home will
expire at the end of 2007.
• If you’re in the market for a new
vehicle, consider an alternative fuel or
hybrid and get a tax credit.
• Take a look at your medical
expenses for 2007. You can only
deduct the amounts that exceed 7.5
percent of your adjusted gross
income. If you’re not at that point and

with a comparison of local social
services budgets for surrounding communities. The $71,000
increase raises the Warren social
services budget to $796,000. Surrounding social service budgets
range from Clarke County’s low
of $400,000 to Frederick County’s
$2.03 million. Between those high
and lows, fall Shenandoah County
($780,000), Fauquier ($1.51 million), City of Winchester ($1.11
million), Culpeper County ($2.01
million), and the City of Fredericksburg ($778,000).
The board unanimously approved the $71,000 appropriation to see social services to the
end of its fiscal year. The money
came from the county’s $231,228
Contingency Fund. The board
has already appropriated nearly
$40,000 this year from a previous Contingency Fund balance
of $270,546. Of that funding,
$25,000 went to the Fantasyland
Park in the Parks and recreation
budget and $14,318 went to augment the Sheriff ’s Department’s
communications system accessing the new high schools.

the numbers work in your favor, pay
set medical expenses (prescription
drugs, payments to the orthodontist,
insurance premiums) before the end of
the year.
• Charitable donations: Always get a
receipt. If it’s too close to the end of
the year and you’re afraid a check
won’t clear by the end of the year,
make a charitable cash donation by
credit card. When it comes to items
donated, the Internal Revenue Service
is very sticky: You can only deduct the
fair market value of an item, and it
must be in good used condition. If you
donate time, you can’t deduct your
hourly worth, but you can deduct
mileage and expenses. If you donate
to non-profits, check IRS Publication
78 to see if the organization qualifies.
• If you’re due for a bonus at the end
of the year, ask if you can have that
delayed until after the first of the year
to reduce your income.
• Buy tax software now and run your
numbers to see where you stand while
there’s still time to make adjustments.
Remember to keep checking for
updates to the software as you get
close to filing. There can still be lastminutes changes in the tax code.
David Uffington regrets that he cannot personally answer reader questions, but will incorporate them into
his column whenever possible. Write
to him in care of King Features Weekly
Service, P.O. Box 536475, Orlando,
FL 32853-6475, or send e-mail to
columnreply@gmail.com.
© 2007 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Dave Zirin

Grown men are calling with a catch in their voice. Tough sports radio announcers, ex-jocks who usually
treat emotion with abject contempt, are breaking down. We didn’t know Taylor, but we still knew him.

And Still We Weep: The Death of Sean Taylor

By Dave Zirin
(Reprinted by permission of the
author)
Young and old, in burgundy and
gold, they have gathered in Redskin Park today, huddled around
a parking spot adorned with the
number 21. Players are trickling
in. No one is saying a word because no one has to. All throughout Washington, D.C. there are
signs of remembrance. At one
high school, there are scores of
people decked out in burgundy
and gold. The sky couldn’t be a
more threatening shade of grey
today, but no one hurries.
“I don’t want to hear it. I just
don’t want to hear it,” one man
says. We all know what he doesn’t

want to hear. Sean Taylor is dead.
That’s the immutable, unshakable
fact. A gunshot wound to the
femoral artery claimed Taylor’s
short life at age 24.
Often we see football players
as superheroes that magically appear on Sundays to entertain us.
But these are people with families, friends, and communities
that depend upon them. Sean
Taylor had an 18-month-old
daughter. Thirty members of his
extended family were grouped
outside of his hospital room
when he was pronounced dead.
Their loss should be foremost in
our minds and prayers. Basic humanity should dictate that this is
their tragedy first.
But the bizarre, irrational part

of all of this is that it’s unquestionably our tragedy too. This
isn’t a Peyton Manning or Reggie Bush; someone who has presented a highly buffed familiar
face for us to cozy up to. Taylor
treated the media like Superman
treats kryptonite. Off the field,
he was a cipher, a phantom. We
knew him with his helmet on, no
more, no less.
And yet, in front of Redskin
Park, on sports radio, on my cell
phone, people are expressing a
terrible, ineffable sadness. Talk
radio in particular has been harrowing. Grown men are calling
with a catch in their voice. Tough
sports radio announcers, exjocks who usually treat emotion
with abject contempt, are break-

ing down. We didn’t know Taylor,
but we still knew him.
Over the last year, I have referenced Taylor repeatedly in columns. His unique skill set made
him especially evocative. Once
I wrote: “The game is changing:
Players today are bigger, stronger
and faster than even 10 years ago
... Washington Redskins safety
Sean Taylor weighs 235 pounds
and runs 40 yards in less than 4.5
seconds. His job as safety is to do
more than protect his defensive
backs: It’s to find people with the
ball and with his scary combination of speed and power, remove
their senses from their body.”
Taylor was evolution writ large
on the field: a linebacker who ran
like a wide receiver, and hit like a
truck. He was like 6-foot-9 Magic
Johnson running the point, a
7-foot Dirk Nowitzski nailing
threes; he made us think we were
watching the future. It wasn’t for
nothing they called him “Meast”
- half man half beast.
Today Taylor becomes not an
exemplar of power and grace,
but a petrified snapshot of tragedy. There will be time to discuss
what Taylor’s death means, about
whether it is related to previous transgressions with the law.
Taylor, the son of a police chief,
certainly never shied away from
trouble.
There will be time to discuss the
modern phenomenon of athletes
becoming attractive targets of
violent crime. There will be time
to wonder how we can feel this
death so strongly while so many
others pass unnoticed - from the

Middle East to our own cities. It’s
hard not to notice that on a day
when we all weep for Taylor, a report comes out that Washington,
D.C. has the highest HIV rate of
any city in the country, “a modern epidemic.” As history’s mass
murderers knew all too well, it’s
hard to weep for statistics, so we
weep for Sean Taylor.
This dynamic became all too
clear on sports radio this morning. I heard a host speaking
with a young man from Prince
George’s County, Md. The caller
spoke to hearing gunshots constantly in his neighborhood. He
said that it doesn’t even faze him
anymore, doesn’t even interrupt
his sleep. He spoke with a creaky
voice about Taylor’s death making him realize just how sad it is
that he’s so calloused, he doesn’t
even think about who is doing
the shooting and where the bullets might be heading. The host
was floored. After expressing his
shock that gunshots could possibly go unnoticed he said, “If nothing else [Taylor’s death] gives us a
face of what goes on in America
24 hours a day.”
He’s right. But today there is
only grief. Grief that Sean Taylor
will - in the most obscene possible fashion - be forever young.
[Dave Zirin is the author of the
new book “Welcome to the Terrordome:” with an intro by Chuck
D (Haymarket). You can receive
his column Edge of Sports, every
week by going to http://zirin.com/
edgeofsports/?p=subscribe&id=1.
Contact him at edgeofsports@
gmail.com]
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Within hours and minutes of Taylor’s death, a collection of sportswriters tried to turn this tragedy into a
brazenly racist “life lesson.” They speculated that Taylor effectively got what he deserved, the fruits born of
a “thug life.” … The hypocrisy is breathtaking. If Taylor was white, imagine how this story would be played
out: “Hero tragically dies defending his family in home invasion.”

Dave Zirin

Kicking a Man When He’s Dead:

The Slander of Sean Taylor
By Dave Zirin
(reprinted by permission of the
author)

Washington football player
Sean Taylor is dead at the age
of 24, shot and killed at home
in front of his partner and 18month-old daughter. Four people
have already been arrested, three
of them teenagers.
Allegedly, they were expecting
to break into the empty house of
a wealthy football player. Instead,
they panicked, shot Taylor in the
leg and ran. The bullet tore into
his femoral artery and Taylor
died the next day.
It’s the kind of senseless, random violence that makes you
put your hands on your ears and
squeeze your eyes shut until the

tears pry loose. The initial reaction here in D.C. has been an
avalanche of unbearable sadness.
Hundreds of people left flowers, notes and other offerings in
front of the team practice facility.
Everywhere you looked people
were wearing the team colors of
burgundy and gold.
I can understand how strange
this must seem at a distance. It’s
not like there are shortages of
people to mourn in the nation’s
capital. D.C. is the violent crime
Mecca of the United States. We
lose children who haven’t seen
their 10th birthday to stray bullets.
We have the highest HIV rate
in the country, recently described
as “an epidemic.” We are here,
where the Masters of War crafted

the lies that have led to the deaths
of one million Iraqis and 3,900
U.S. troops. And yet we ache for
Sean Taylor.
But on the ground in D.C., it
somehow makes all the sense in
the world. Sean Taylor was drafted as a 20-year-old safety with
an almost otherworldly ability to
play the game he loved.
Over the last four years, the
city has seen him evolve from a
talented but undisciplined player,
to an All-Pro wunderkind. Off the
field-in this era of over-saturated
sports coverage we followed his
journey closely from “wild child”
to adulthood, to fatherhood.
Media illusion or not, we felt
we knew Sean Taylor-and have
wept for his family and their loss.
There is nothing wrong with this.
If anything, we’ve borne witness
to people’s capacity to reach out
and care.
BUT NOT everyone felt the
better angels of their nature
emerge. Within hours and minutes of Taylor’s death, a collection
of sportswriters tried to turn this
tragedy into to a brazenly racist
“life lesson.” They speculated that
Taylor effectively got what he deserved, the fruits born of a “thug
life.”
Never mind that Taylor was the
son of a police chief who attended the same private schools as the
Florida wing of the Bush family.
The narrative of a young Black
athlete dying by gunfire was too
succulent to resist. The callous
copy ran rampant, and this time
went beyond Fox Sports Jason
Whitlock’s easily dismissible,
painfully predictable hot air.
Far more “respectable” voices
like the Washington Post’s Michael Wilbon wrote, “It’s sad, yes,
but hardly surprising.” Fellow
Post columnist Leonard Shapiro had an entire column called,
“Taylor Death Is Tragic But Not
Surprising.”
They were only two of many to
take this tack. It was such a slap in
the face to Taylor’s family, friends
and all in D.C. who mourned that
Washington Times football beat

writer John Mitchell broke the
typical press box wall of silence
and called Shapiro in anger, “a
racist conniving dog of a skunk.”
Sports radio was even worse.
Examples stained the airwaves,
but the repellent Colin Cowherd
of ESPN radio incensed a city
by saying, “Sean Taylor, a great
player has a history of really, really bad judgment, really, really
bad judgment ... I’m supposed to
believe his judgment got significantly better in two years, from
horrible to fantastic? ... ‘Oh, wah
wah wah - sensitivity, he’s a great
person, wah wah wah.’ Hey, I
don’t care, that’s fine - he died.”
The hypocrisy is breathtaking.
If Taylor was white, imagine how
this story would be played out:
“Hero tragically dies defending
his family in home invasion.” Instead, we get yet another example
of how sports has become an absolute trash receptacle of racism
over the past several years: an
acceptable place for troglodytic
writers and announcers to yip
about “hip hop culture” and “thug
life,” being the rot at the heart of
professional athletics.
Now that the truth has come
out about Taylor’s death, there
has been a welcome backlash
against the “rush to judgment,”
with columnists like ESPN’s Jemele Hill writing, “It’s not like
Taylor was out at the club, or at
the wrong place, wrong time. If
the police thought his past troubles were related to his murder,
then I understand it.
“But it seems as if this is being

framed as, he got what was coming to him, when he’d been trouble-free for some time. Maybe
I’m being oversensitive, but I just
have a hard time believing that if
Brett Favre got shot, there would
be Graphs about his personal
drug abuse issues.”
Hill’s words are welcome. But
frankly we should care less if he
was in his home, the club, Baghdad, Brooklyn or Brixton. I don’t
care if he went to private school,
public school or reform school.
No one deserves to die before
their 25th birthday. And no family deserves to have their son/
lover/father slandered in death
by reptilian journalists rehashing
their own racist rhetoric.
Yes we weep for Sean Taylor,
and by doing so we attempt to
reclaim all that a cynical media
fronting for a brutal system attempt to take away: our capacity
to dare to be human.
[Author’s postscript: If after reading this, you wish to tell
Colin Cowherd that he needs to
issue an unconditional apology
to the Taylor family, he can be
e-mailed at theherd@espnradio.
com Please feel free to cc me on
anything you send him.
Dave Zirin is author of the new
book “Welcome to the Terrordome:” with an intro by Chuck
D (Haymarket). You can receive
his column Edge of Sports every
week by going to http://zirin.com/
edgeofsports/?p=subscribe&id=1
Contact him at edgeofsports@
gmail.com ]

About 17,000 people read this
paper. An ad this size costs
just 51.59 in color or $41.25 in
black & white. Is your business
benefiting from the area’s best
advertising deal?
• Contact Tara at 540-305-9776
tarawcr@yahoo.com
• Or Christi at 540-671-6494
christiboies@mris.com
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Christmas

A Christmas message of gratitude from Corinna Colton and her family

A little help from her friends
Local girl’s experience with Ronald McDonald House leads to Xmas drive
my sister feel better by giving her
a place to play and gifts to cheer
her up. The only thing they asked
in return was to clean up after
they were done eating or playing.
So now we would like to give
back what was given to us. We
are taking up a collection of nonperishable foods, toys and/or
donations to take down there for
the weekend before Christmas.
The collection will start the
week of 11/26/07 and run through
12/20/07.
If you would like to contribute
or have any questions my mom,
Joy Colton, can be reached at 540
622-7401. Drop off locations are
at Postal Business Center, 122 W.
14th St. and Angel’s Korner Center #2.
Thank you, Corinna Colton
and family
With her letter, Corinna included a 2007 Greater Washington
D.C. Ronald McDonald House

Corinna Colton, right, and her sister Briannah are both grateful for the help the
Greater Washington area Ronald McDonald House gave thier family during Corinna’s illness last year and want to give back this Christmas season. Do you want
to help? (Courtesy Photo/Colton family)
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
(Managing Editor’s note: We
were so impressed with the following letter to the editor that we
decided to feature it as a worthwhile seasonal message.)
Hello,
My name is Corinna Colton.
My family and I are working on a
project for the Ronald McDonald
House. This is why we want to do

this.
In August of 2006 I became
very sick and had to be flown to
Fairfax Hospital. I was diagnosed
with an irregular heartbeat so
they had to put a pacemaker in
my chest to keep my heart beat-

ing. I was there for 2 weeks. During my hospital stay the people
from Ronald McDonald House
gave my family a place to stay
and food to eat so they wouldn’t
have to spend money on a motel
or eating out. They even helped

Warren County Report is currently looking
for a general assignment reporter.
If interested, please e-mail editor@warrencountyreport.com

Wish List of items that help them
do the things they do for people
like the Coltons. Included in that
Wish List are family support items
like: toothbrushes, other travel
size toiletries, including small
toothpaste containers, shaving
cream and deodorant; individual
sized cereal boxes and other general snacks, frozen dinners and
canned goods. Also on the list
are household items, including
laundry detergent, liquid soap,
disinfectant wipes, plastic bags,
light bulbs, trash bags, hand towels, foils and wraps, pots, pans,
frying pots and even office equipment and recreational items from
laptop computers, color printers,
fax machines and DVDs.
The Greater Washington Ronald McDonald House is located at
3312 Gallows Road, Falls Church,
Va. 22042, phone 703 698-7080,
Barbara Clarke, house manager,
website, www.rmhc.greaterdc.
org
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Opinion
[Letters to the Editor are welcome
but must include your name, location, and contact information.
Please e-mail your letters to editor@warrencountyreport.com]
Editor:
I’ve been in the Front Royal
town limits for over one year now
and I believe you have a system of
Red Lights that defies the logic of
any thinking American.
It is so frustrating to wait at
a red light at an intersection of
Main St. & Royal Ave at 11:00 at
night and see green arrows go to
green lights when there is no one
there to accept the lights or the
arrows.
It is an affront to the intelligence of all when in other towns
throughout the county one can
have responsive traffic lights.
It’s at other intersections in
town that the same foolish behavior occurs. Greens and Arrows,
when there is no vehicle there to
accept the green lights.
There is always a red when I
should have a green.

Haven’t you heard Front Royal
is a modern town? For heaven
sake, think of the tourist.
At the two bridges, Riverton
red light only two cars can make
it through before it turns red
again. (Light controlled by state.)
In hopes that the people who
can rectify this situation will read
this and do something about it.
David McCarron
406 N. Royal Ave
Front Royal
P.S. You all need a light like we
have at Shenandoah Commons.
Editor:
As a twice-elected Secretary for
the Warren County Republican
Committee, and a member of the
Committee for most of the past
twenty-five years, I am concerned
about the attempt to remove Tom
Sayre from the Warren County
Republican Committee. I am concerned mainly about the damage
that such a process will do to the
Committee as well as damage to

current and potential Republican
candidates.
Removing a duly-elected Town
Council member, well-known
as an officer of the Committee
and as an active Republican, will
certainly cause any future Republican candidates to have second thoughts about running as a
Republican candidate or to be a
member of the Committee.
Tom Sayre and I have worked together for Republican candidates
for many years.
We have posted hundreds of
yard signs over the years for our
Republican candidates. We have
sent out letters to our friends to
promote the election of Republican candidates. We have handed
out hundreds of bumper stickers
and literature, and worked the
polls at almost every election.
Tom is totally honest and meticulous in being accurate, responsible, and Republican in his
speaking and writing. We are
close friends, and often speak of
political and religious matters.
Tom has never said anything to
even indicate that he worked in

support of any candidate running
against a Republican. On the contrary, he has made public statements at the Committee meetings against people being elected
to the Committee who formerly
have run as Democrats or Independents against Republicans.
Removing Tom Sayre from the
Warren County Republican
Committee would be
a grave injustice to an honorable
man.
Dr. Mary Kay Clark
174 Woodward Lane
Front Royal, VA 22630
Editor:
I’ve waited for newspaper investigative reporter information
gleaned from the last election in
Front Royal and Warren County.
Reading none, I’ll give my take on
what happened: ...
Ron Llewellyn decided ... he
wouldn’t stoop to campaign
door-to-door in his district. The
old-time Democrats did campaign crushing him and his ...

buddy Ron Mabry.
Then the chairman of the Republicans excoriated Tom Sayre
for so-called supporting nonparty challengers, offering no
proof, leading him to resign from
the Committee.
Here are [possible] motives for
you to pick from: ... Madden saw
Sayre as a future political threat ...
The Republicans sensed the major defeats, due to their political
ineptitude, and assaulting Sayre
was a smokescreen. Lost in this
whole ordeal is the fact that Sayre
was considered “clean” until the
results of pre-election polling
came rolling in about two weeks
before the election ...
I believe loyalty oaths are counter to every aspect of free thinking Americans. The Virginia GOP
killed their loyalty oath requirements for their primary. Insisting on a loyalty oath in Warren
County may have very bad consequences in the next few years.
Only time will tell.
Tim Ratigan
324 W. 10th Street
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Kevin S. Engle

For Your Own Good
By Kevin S. Engle

How many electric clocks do
you have in your house? We have
five. One in a spare bedroom,
two in the master bedroom and
two in the kitchen. If you’re like
me, you want them to all be synchronized, but that’s an almost
impossible feat to accomplish by
yourself. Whatever time is on
the TV is what I use to set the
two kitchen clocks. Then I run
to the master bedroom and set
those before dashing off to the
spare bedroom, adding a minute
to that one. It’s a fun little game
that gives me extra exercise. In
fact, that’s how I trained for a
marathon this past year.
Five minutes later, after they’ve
all been reset, guess what happens again? The power flickers off
and on and the flashing “12:00”s
tell me it’s time for another run
around the house. Unfortunately,
this occurs several times a week.
The power company isn’t real
sympathetic to my plight.
When I called to complain, the
customer service rep told me it
was for my own good.
“They’re just for a second, hon.
They protect you from having a
major outage. They’re good for
you.”
“Oh yeah,” I wanted to tell her.
“So are root canals and lima
beans!”
I don’t mind changing our
clocks twice a year when it’s time
to fall back or spring ahead, but I
get tired of doing it twice a day.
She told me it’s probably a tree
branch touching the line, or a
pesky squirrel.
Oh really?
My wife’s business phone has
a built in answering machine
that we don’t use. Every time
the power goes off, that answering machine turns on. Our back
porch light did the same thing
until we shut it off at the switch

instead of with the remote.
Have you ever lost a computer
file when the power died? Did
you utter a few of your favorite
four letter words? Of course, you
now save those files every few
minutes right? Me neither.
When it comes to taping television shows, we’ve not taken the
leap into TiVo or digital recording. I should because I still can’t
set the dang VCR timer to do it
correctly. Either I don’t have the
channel set right or I make some
other bone headed mistake. And
even if I were able to figure it out,
those pesky squirrels would no
doubt mess with the power lines.
A few weeks ago, I was eating
pizza and watching TV when the
power went off for a few seconds.
And then it came back on. And
then it went off again. And then
it came back on again. At that
point, I set off in search of the
nearest flashlight. Just before I
got it, the power died. This time
for several hours.
Have you ever noticed how dark
your house is with absolutely no
lights?
While listening to the sweet
melodious sound of my neighbor’s gas powered generator,
wishing that I had one too, I sat in
total darkness, trying to read the
paper by flashlight. That didn’t
last long.
When my wife got home, we
couldn’t watch TV. We couldn’t
read. But we could do something
that married folks don’t do as
much the longer they’re married.
No, not that. We talked. But
come to think of it, next time I’ll
suggest to my wife that we do that
other thing too.
The lady at the power company
was right. Losing electric is good
for you.

The author is an advocate of
rolling power blackouts, because,
well, they’re good for you.

Need the perfect
DJ or Karaoke Host
for your Wedding or Private Party?
Call Rebecca at
(540) 683-6311

Vick Behind Bars
By Dave Zirin
(Reprinted by permission of the
author)

Chilling. That’s the only way
to describe Michael Vick’s 23month sentence for admitting he
bankrolled the “Bad Newz Kennels” dogfighting operation and
helped kill the dogs that couldn’t
perform. Prosecutors had recommended a 12-18 month sentence, but Federal Judge Henry
E. Hudson, a dog lover with
framed pictures of his pooch in
his office, jacked the sentence up
to 23 months, feeling - according to a statement - that Vick
was not truly contrite. Maybe
it was Vick’s fame, maybe it was
because Vick wasn’t the “first to
flip” on his codefendants, maybe
Judge Hudson really loves dogs:
but either way the sentence was
without any gesture of pity or
reconciliation: only contempt
for Vick’s stated desire to right
his wrongs and achieve a measure of “redemption.”
Vick’s career has become one
of the great implosions in the
history of athletics. One would
have to travel back to Shoeless
Joe Jackson’s lifetime ban from
baseball after the 1919 World
Series to see such a brilliant
sports career self-destruct in
such spectacular fashion.
Vick was the first NFL quarterback to rush for 1,000 yards
in a season, the first to beat Brett
Favre and the Green Bay Packers on the road in the playoffs
at historic Lambeau Field, the
first “running” quarterback to
be picked number 1 in the NFL
draft.
I remember seeing him smile
with pride when he and Donovan McNabb became the first
African American quarterbacks
to start against each other in a
conference championship game.
He spoke glowingly about “How
far we have come.” How far indeed.
Now that Michael Vick stands
convicted, ready to spend two
years of his life in a federal prison, you will forgive me if I don’t
order the “piss on Vick” or “neuter Vick” t-shirts, Google keeps
telling me to buy, every time

I send an email with the word
“Vick” in the subject line.
You’ll forgive me if I don’t echo
the words of ESPN’s the Sports
Gal who wrote, “So let’s make an
example out of our dog-hating
friend Mr. Vick. Let’s put him in
televised cage fights with other
dogfighters. Leading up to each
fight, we’ll starve Michael the
same way he starved his dogs.
Each fight will keep going until
Michael or his opponent gives
up or dies. The loser will be executed by electrocution, gunfire
or hanging...If cage fighting is

The truth is also that
dog fighting takes place
all over the country.
I spoke to a group of
young people in Oakland
- all ethnic backgrounds
but united in poverty who were just shocked
someone would go to jail
for this … To them, Vick
is a target, a scapegoat
and that’s where the
story ends. A “teachable
moment” may have been
lost in the rush to punish:
an opening to actually
alter how young people
view this most brutal of
so-called sports.

too harsh, then Vick should eat
dog food and drink out of the
toilet for the entire time he’s in
jail.”
The truth is neither so simple
nor snide, and pandering to the
worst instincts of vengeance even under cover of irony - don’t
make it so.
The truth is that Michael Vick
did something indefensible. He
broke the law and is going to
prison.
The truth is also that dog fighting takes place all over the country. I spoke to a group of young
people in Oakland - all ethnic
backgrounds but united in poverty - who were just shocked
someone would go to jail for
this. As they told me everyone
they know “fights pits,” and no
one gives it a second thought. To

them, Vick is a target, a scapegoat and that’s where the story
ends. A “teachable moment”
may have been lost in the rush
to punish: an opening to actually
alter how young people view this
most brutal of so-called sports.
The truth is that there is
something perverse about animal rights fanatics baying for
jail time outside the courthouse
when there is so much good old
fashioned human suffering that
needs attention. I was in New
Orleans shortly after Vick’s plea,
and a young woman asked me,
“Do you think if people knew
how many pets died in Katrina,
more people would care what
we are going through?”
The truth is often athletes stay
attached to people from their
youth that don’t hold their best
interests, because all the new
people they meet in the Sports
World - a rogues gallery of lawyers, agents, and assorted parasites - don’t seem to hold their
best interests either.
The truth is also that Michael
Vick is not evil incarnate. He
doesn’t live for genocide. I spoke
to his former poetry professor
from Virginia Tech, devastated
that he could meet such a fate,
trying to square the facts admitted in court with the young man
donating money to families who
lost loved ones in the campus
massacre last spring. “None of
these people know Michael,” she
kept saying.
I have no idea whether there
is a future for Michael Vick in
the NFL, and today I really don’t
care. But I do know that Michael
Vick will be in prison with no
small help from a hysterical media, grandstanding politicians,
and headline chasing prosecutors. Perhaps Michael Vick believes he needs to seek redemption, but there are others who
could stand to join him.
[Dave Zirin is the author of
the new book “Welcome to the
Terrordome:” with an intro by
Chuck D (Haymarket). You
can receive his column Edge of
Sports, every week by going to
http://zirin.com/edgeofsports/
?p=subscribe&id=1.
Contact
him at edgeofsports@gmail.com]
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People don’t usually view the United States as a country stratified by class … Bageant sees it otherwise.
He passionately describes the life of Winchester’s working class as trapped in “the American hologram”
– a hostile consumerist construct controlled by America’s elite and mediated by the ‘realtors, lawyers, and
middlemen …

“Deer Hunting with Jesus:
Dispatches from America’s Class War” by Joe Bageant

(Paula Conrow and I each read “Deer Hunting with Jesus: Dispatches from America’s Class War” after Roger’s WZRV, 95.3 FM
“Valley Today” radio interview with the author earlier this year. I
began the book at Hershey Park and found reading about class war
at an expensive family entertainment venue to be a mind-bending
experience. I asked Paula to write a review too. She brings the perspective of a Front Royal native to the book.)
By Leslie Fiddler
Winchester native Joe Bageant was born into a line of fundamentalist preachers. While he doesn’t share the family’s faith he does
have its rhetorical gift and a keen eye for the human condition.
“Deer Hunting with Jesus: Dispatches from America’s Class War” is
Bageant’s enraged, compassionate and highly entertaining analysis
of the political policies and social attitudes that oppress his family and friends, the white working class without medical insurance
who eke out a living with lousy, low-paying jobs.
A Vietnam War veteran, Bageant left the Valley, got educated
and became a moderately successful journalist and writer. At 53
he returned to Winchester to see that the working class was worse
off than when he left decades earlier. He believes that liberals and
working people have to join forces “to survive (America’s) growing economic calamity...’” but recognizes that there’s a lot of fence
mending that has to occur first. “...an armed and moral republic...
that’s what we get when we stand by and watch the humanity get
hammered out of our fellow citizens, letting them be worked cheap
and farmed like a human crop for profit.”
People don’t usually view the United States as a country stratified
by class. Rather, the American Dream is a story of financial success and social mobility. Bageant sees it otherwise. He passionately
describes the life of Winchester’s working class as trapped in “the
American hologram,” a hostile consumerist construct controlled by
America’s elite and mediated by the ‘realtors, lawyers, and middlemen willing to cooperate in whatever it takes to destroy land-use
and zoning codes, bust unions, and generally keep wages low, rents
high and white trash, liberals and “Afroids” ...down.’
Thanks to his Internet exposure, Bageant is a cult hero among
gonzo-journalism fans and progressives. I particularly enjoyed his
take on gun control, the Scots-Irish temperament and magical
thinking. “Deer Hunting with Jesus” has received kudos from Sherman Alexie, Howard Zinn, Mark Crispin Miller, Jeffrey St. Clair,
Studs Terkel and David Sirota. Whether or not you recognize any of
these names I highly recommend this book to anyone who recognizes the spread between the country’s governance and the Pledge
of Allegiance.

New Beginnings Community Greetings
“Introducing Your Business to
New Homeowners in our Community”

***

P.O. Box 1025
Front Royal, VA 22630
540 635-8660

Local authors

Closer to home:
Deer hunting & class war in Winchester and America
By Paula Conrow
“Deer Hunting with Jesus: Dispatches from
America’s Class War” is one man’s look at class
distinction and political leanings here in America,
or more specifically, the working class and its support of the conservative political Right.
In the last several years, Democrats have been
trying to figure out where they have gone wrong,
why they can’t connect with the working class, the
class that used to be their strongest base of support. Remember all of the TV panel discussions
and “Democrats have values too” books
that have come out since 2004?
Well, last spring, I tuned in for the last
ten minutes of Roger Bianchini’s radio
interview with Joe Bageant, the author
of “Deer Hunting with Jesus.” The Winchester-based author’s self–proclaimed
authority on the subject of why the
working class voted against its own
interests in 2004, stems from his own
membership in that working class.
Born and raised in Winchester, Va.,
Bageant left the area after high school and returned to his roots after a thirty-year absence only
to find that “his people,” who have always struggled
economically, were worse off than when he left.
I was intrigued enough by this local author’s contemplations to go out and buy the book the next
day. It just so happened that at the time I had been
doing some mulling of my own in a similar vein.
I am a native daughter of Winchester’s neighboring Town of Front Royal. And, lo and behold, I am
definitely part of the working class; I need my paycheck each week to make those ends meet, yet I
often find myself at odds, politically, with quite a
few of my friends and neighbors.
Bageant’s book is a series of stories of acquaintances and friends in Winchester and his witty
ruminations on why they “have been devalued
and degraded by forces that the political Left has
always railed against, the same forces the working class has backed in the voting booth in recent
years.”
By the author’s definition the working class are
those who don’t have any power over their work or
workplace, from wages to hours – those who can
be cut loose depending on Wall Street’s day or a
boss’s whim.
“Class is not defined in terms of income or degree, but in terms of power,” Bageant says. He
points out that the Labor Movement that once
helped give that working class some control over
its workplace is dying, if not already gone. And the
unions’ traditional political ally, the Democrats,
have also let their old friends down.
Bageant considers the middle and upper classes
to be dependent on the working class – the underpaid, the undereducated and the overworked.
Someone has to do the support jobs. As a reward,
these people get to live off a social security check,
maybe, come retirement.

The book’s title might be offensive to some; but
the author says it comes from the warmth he feels
for the people he grew up with. He was raised as a
hunter and he sees an “intersection between hunting and religion in [hunters’] lives.” Bageant calls
hunting, and all the responsibility that goes along
with it, a ritual of death and plentitude.
“If he deserves to be called a hunter, then he feels
a deep gratitude for the Creator’s bounty,” Bageant
writes.
Bageant splits from the typical stance on gun
ownership in today’s Democratic Party. He looks
back with pride on the roots of Celtic
and Germanic settlers, which include
guns, survival, and patriotism. The author quotes one past U.S. President’s
observation, “Governments have a habit
of oppressing those who cannot defend
themselves at their front door.”
In funny and sometimes shocking ways, Bageant also addresses the
health care system, fundamentalist religion, and everyone’s American dream of
owning his or her own home, no matter
how much you cannot afford it (with the mortgage
crunch that’s certainly a timely topic).
The remedy that Joe Bageant suggests is one we
hear about all the time – education – specifically,
education that promotes critical thinking. A lot of
lip service is paid to “educational standards” today
but those standards generally stress memorization
over critical thinking and analysis. According to
the author, half of the adult American population
is functionally illiterate, which, he says, means
they can read words but have trouble putting them
in context – Education is power, right?
Another huge target of the author is the seductive, hypnotic power of mass media. Our television
and videogame culture doesn’t exactly encourage
independent thinking – consuming is its thing.
TV shows too many non-critical observers how to
think, how to behave, how to relate to others, and
of course – what to buy. We are conditioned to
believe that being a consumer is the same as being
a citizen, Bageant says. After all, in a capitalist society it is patriotic to buy, whether you can afford
to or not – so much for critical thinking.
“Deer Hunting with Jesus” is a thoroughly readable, interesting, hilarious and sometimes familiar
book. I enjoyed identifying the Winchester neighborhoods and businesses Bageant describes. And
I heavily related, through my own family experiences, the rich tradition of hunting Bageant describes.
There is no doubt the author calls it like he sees
it and his perception may be initially offensive to
some. But while at times he may poke fun, there is
an obvious love for what the author describes. His
primary desire is to help Winchester and a nation’s
least powerful regain some measure of control
over their lives through an increased understanding of those lives – and moreover, to help natural,
if estranged, political allies to reconnect.
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Police report

Report of the Front Royal Police Department for November, 2007. Compiled by Chief
Ronald Williamson.

COMPLAINTS RECEIVED BY :
PATROL
CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION DIVISION
DISPATCH
TRAFFIC STOPS

902
6
23
575

CATEGORY:
REPORTS
CALLS FOR SERVICE

340
591

VEHICLE KEY ASSIST: (EMERGENCY)
EMERGENCY COMPLAINTS:
NON-EMERGENCY COMPLAINTS:
TELEPHONE CALLS RECEIVED BY DISPATCH:
TELEPHONE CALLS RECEIVED AS 911:
PROPERTY CHECKS:

1
22
909
3852
116
3

ALARMS:

35

COMMUNITY POLICING PROBLEMS IDENTIFIED:

45

ZONING COMPLAINTS:
VOLUNTEERS IN POLICE SERVICES (VIPS HOURS):
VOLUNTEER HOURS(280.75)COORDINATOR(1)
TRAFFIC CHARGES ARREST SUMMARY:
ADULTS/JUVENILES
DWI
SPEEDING
PARKING TICKETS/NOTICE OF VIOLATIONS
TOTAL
CRIMINAL CHARGES:
FELONY
MISDEMEANOR
OTHER ASSISTS
ZONING

3
281.75

118
12
150
57
337
14
73
7
0

Warren County Report is currently
looking for a general assignment
reporter.
If interested, please e-mail editor@
warrencountyreport.com

CRIMINAL IBR ARREST COUNTS:
MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT
EMBEZZLEMENT
SIMPLE ASSAULT
*DOMESTIC RELATED ASSAULT (8)
BREAK AND ENTERING
DRUG NARCOTIC VIOLATIONS
SHOPLIFTING
ALL OTHER LARCENY
STOLEN PROPERTY OFFENSE
DESTRUCTION/VANDALISM PROPERTY
WEAPON LAW VIOLATIONS
BAD CHECKS
DISORDERLY CONDUCT
DRIVE UNDER INFLUENCE
DRUNKENNESS
LIQUOR LAW VIOLATIONS
RUNAWAY
TRESPASS ON REAL PROPERTY
ALL OTHER OFFENSES
TOTAL ARRESTS

1
2
6
2
1
1
1
4
1
12
17
7
6
4
25
103

REPORTABLE INCIDENTS(WRITTEN):
FORCIBLE SODOMY
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT
SIMPLE ASSAULT
ARSON
BREAK AND ENTERING
SHOPLIFTING
THEFT FROM VEHICLE
THEFT FROM BUILDING
ALL OTHER LARCENY
THEFT MOTOR VEHICLE PARTS,ETC
MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT
COUNTERFEITING/FORGERY
FALSE PRETENSES
CREDIT CARD/WIRE FRAUD
EMBEZZLEMENT
VANDALISM/DESTRUCT OF PROPERTY
DRUG/NARCOTIC VIOLATION
DRUG EQUIPMENT VIOLATION
WEAPON LAW VIOLATIONS
DISORDERLY
CURFEW/LOITER/VAGRANCY
DRIVE UNDER INFLUENCE
DRUNKENNESS
FAMILY OFFENSES, NONVIOLENT
LIQUOR LAW VIOLATION
RUNAWAY
TRESPASS

1
1
31
1
4
8
17
1
20
6
2
10
4
2
2
28
1
3
4
2
1
12
16
1
10
8
9

ALL OTHER OFFENSES
ACCIDENTS

1
1
11

138
34
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“Get bloomed, and the font we used on it this year is the font from the Austin Powers’ movies. So, we’re
kind of tying into the 60s and 70s – lots of color, lots of music, lots of sound, lots of fun – that’s the idea.”
– Apple Blossom Festival Executive Director John Rosenberg

Apple Blossom Fest

Apple Blossom will ‘Get Bloomed’ in 2008
‘Let’s Party’ theme announced for Winchester’s next celebration of spring

The Bloom showcases the 2008 Festival’s “Get
Bloomed” theme art.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Some are attracted to it annually like moths to a flame; while
others on both sides of county
lines flee the crowds it draws like
criminals escaping the scene. But
one thing is sure, ranked up there
with Mardi Gras and The Rose
Parade as annual high profile
parties, Apple Blossom is hard to
ignore.
At the official Apple Club unveiling of Apple Blossom’s 2008

theme – and what’s a party without a theme – it was announced
that Winchester is about to “Get
Bloomed.”
So what’s different than any other
Apple Blossom Festival? – Just
a theme, and perhaps a tone for
one of America’s best and biggest
parties. In fact, it was estimated
by Festival President Bill Armstrong that Apple Blossom generates over $15 million of revenue
annually, some of which goes to
help support over 100 charitable
organizations in the Winchester
437-A South Royal Avenue
Front Royal, VA 22630

540-635-9808

www.samsneadrealty.com • Fax: 540-635-7128 • Toll Free: 800-292-3548

Unique traditional colonial on 2.6 acres with great seasonal
views, private fenced back yard & state maintained road access.
Fantastic commuter location! Spacious rooms, luxurious master
bedroom & bath, vaulted ceilings, wood burning fireplace, chair
railings & crown molding, skylights, ceiling fans, French doors
to deck & full walkout
basement. Beautiful
acreage with paved
drive. Priced under
appraisal.
MLS#WR6559802

$375,000

The Bloom with 2007 Apple Blossom Queen Lauren COllier and Festival President Bill Armstrong.
area.
In 2007, the Apple Blossom Festival acknowledged history, in
2008 the theme will be Leaping
– it will be Leap Year after all –
into a celebration of spring and a
history of good partying over the
years.
Festival Executive Director John
Rosenberg explained the party
mood at the official unveiling of
the Festival theme on Nov. 29, in
the Washington Room of Winchester’s Route 7 Hampton Inn.
“History themes tend to be a little

more reflective, a little more staid
– and we wanted something this
year with a lot of pop, something
that just blasted right out. Something you didn’t have to think
about too much, something sort
of visceral and we thought Get
Bloomed, with the cover, with
the explosion fireworks and the
circus elephants and the carnival
and all that stuff – we thought
that kind of pounded the message home pretty good … Get
bloomed, and the font we used
on it this year is the font from the

Irina’s Boutique
Irina Bosworth, Owner
Women’s, Men’s, and Children’s Clothing
Miscellaneous Giftware & Collectible Items
Special Authentic Russian Items
Open Tues. – Sun. 11-6 • Closed Mondays
118 A East Main Street in Front Royal

(540) 222-3592

Austin Powers’ movies. So, we’re
kind of tying into the 60s and
70s – lots of color, lots of music,
lots of sound, lots of fun – that’s
the idea,” Rosenberg said of the
2008 theme’s reach across the decades.
While Apple Blossom is an annual celebration of spring, area
residents may not have to wait
that long to begin the party.
“Getting bloomed and by the time
we get to Apple Blossom a lot of
people will have gotten bloomed,
which is going to be a lot of fun,”
Public Relations Director Dario
Savarese said. “We’re excited
about the energy of and we really
think it’s going to carry through
to the events and a lot of the individual events – and people
will get caught up in the spirit,
almost with some costumes and
some decorations and from the
house, to the attire they’re going
to wear.”
Hey, party time is starting a little
early this year in Winchester –
let’s all go out and get bloomed!
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Let it snow

Bentonville woke up recently to the first measurable snowfall of the season.
Photo by Christi Boise.

This 1x4” full-color ad will
reach about 17,000 readers.
It costs just $37.52.

Mountain Mystic
Trading Company

Del. Clifford L. “Clay” Athey, Jr.
18th District House of Delegates
Serving Fauquier, Frederick, and Warren County

Give your business the
boost it needs with an ad
in Warren County’s most
popular newspaper.
Call Tara at 540-305-9776
tarawcr@yahoo.com
Call Christi at 540-6716494
christiboies@mris.com
For classifieds, call Melissa at 540-635-4542
melissawcr@yahoo.com

Offering a wide variety of sterling silver and gemstone jewelry, chimes, rock and mineral specimens, books, cards, journals, relaxing and meditative music, tapestries,
candles, incense, fragrance and essentials oils, stickers, antique jade carvings, and
so many more one of a kind items!

215-B South Street • Front Royal • 635-6318

Open everyday from 10-6, except Sunday from 12-5 and closed on Wednesdays

Stacey & I thank you for the opportunity to serve.
If I can be of any help, please contact me at (540) 635-7917,
			
in Richmond at: (804) 698-1018,
			
by E-Mail at: DelCAthey@house.state.va.us,
			
or by mail at:
PO Box 406, Room 510
						
Richmond, VA 23218
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Book review

The Lady Upstairs
Dorothy Schiff and the New York Post
Author: Marilyn Nissenson
Publisher: St. Martin’s Press
ISBN: 0312313101
Book Review by Victoria Gladstone
As biographies go, this is a page-turner. Marilyn Nissenson has given us a fascinating portrait of a powerful woman who was a pioneer in the field of newspaper journalism. What I found so extraordinary about
Dorothy Schiff ’s purchase and management of the New York Post in 1939 and her eventual rise as the first
female publisher in the city, is her advocacy for social reform and political causes. She came of age at a time
when women’s roles were predetermined, and therefore nothing in her upbringing hints at her later success
in business.
Dorothy Schiff was a dynamo. As the offspring of a rich German-American banking family, she was a
member of the upper crust socially, but instead of accepting the limitations of that life she chose to go to
work. Under her leadership The Post broke the story of Vice President Richard Nixon’s secret slush fund
and railed against Joseph McCarthy’s witch-hunt. It supported the civil rights movement and opposed the
Vietnam War. Dorothy owned the paper from 1939 until 1976 when she sold it to Rupert Murdoch. Today
women in journalism are commonplace, but few have achieved the status that Dorothy Schiff did as owner
and publisher of a major daily newspaper that she built on her own terms.

Quality Built Homes By:

Builder/Owner/Agent E-mail:
bobhenryjr@comcast.net
Insured • Class A Lic. #038674A

Office: (540) 635-4390
Cell: (540) 660-3300
Take the worry out of home building. Call Bob Henry today to provide a “FREE” estimate for building your new home.
Custom design house plans are available or use your own plans. I can build on your lot or you can choose from other
locations. Whether you prefer the convenience of in-town living or the peace and quiet ofthe country, G.R. Henry Ir.
Construction, LLC could help you make your dream of building a new home come true. Wait no longer. Call today and
take the first step to making your dream home a reality. Financing Assistance Available
COZY AND COMFORTABLE
Get the most for your money with
this new Cedar Ranch featuring upgrades throughout. Mountain setting
only minutes from 1-66. The front
porch and rear deck are great for
enjoying the abundant wildlife and
scenic views. 2-car garage - Call
Bob today for more information.
SIMPLE PLEASURE
The cozy living area
says “welcome home”.
Scenic location in Eastern Warren County.
This dream home features hardwood floors,
gas fireplace & a full
basement. Ready for
IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY. Call Bob for
more information.

THE
APPLE HOUSE OF LINDEN
						

RENT TO OWN: Perfect opportunity for you to buy your new
home. Great location - walking
distance to the Shenandoah
River, Downtown Front Royal
and the new Skyline View High
School. You can sit on the rear
porch and enjoy the privacy of
the rear woods. New construction ready to move in featuring a
vaulted ceiling, gas fireplace and
more. Call Bob for more details.

SINCE 1963

Place holiday orders early!
Exclusive Vera Bradley Line • Company & Private Party
Catering • Great Shopping • Gifts • Wines • Famous Donuts
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner • BBQ Banquet Room

EXIT 13 OFF I-66
540-636-6329 • 7 Days a Week

APPLEHOUSECATERING@HOTMAIL.COM
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People

Browntown resident Dixie Englehaupt came in 1st in
her bracket (over 70) in the recent Greasy Gooney
10k. Elizabeth Reardon came in 2nd in her group, and
Renee O’Connell finished 3rd in her group. A record
99 runners finshed the race. Courtesy Photo/Tom Lacombe

Browntown author and OJ Rudacille’s General Store proprietor Tom Lacombe
with Vietnamese film star Kieu Chinh at this year’s West Virginia Book Faire
in Martinsburg. Lacombe was there to promote his book, “Light Ruck, Vietnam
1969” and Kieu Chinh to promote the movie “The Joy Luck Club.” Lacombe notes
that once the biggest film star in her native country, Kieu Chinh went on to play
Hawkeye’s Korean girlfriend in the U.S. TV series MASH. Lacombe recommends
the website http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kieu_Chinh for those interested in more
information on the Vietnamese actress’s life and career. Info on Lacombe’s book
is available at http://www.loftpress.com/bookmain/lightrucmain. “Light Ruck”
was a “Virginia Festival of the Book Selection 2005” and Lacombe is a past featured author of the WV Book Faire.

“Specializing In Your Installation Needs”

Vincent Burke Jr.’s Hardwood Floors
Installation of Hardwood and Laminate Floors
Commercial and Residential
Experienced, Dependable
Vincent Burke, Jr.
Front Royal, VA
Licensed & Insured

FREE ESTIMATES!
Phone: (540) 631-9533
Cell: (540) 671-0431
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Merry Christmas

This 12 column inch ad costs
just $90 and reaches about
17,000 readers.

Hmm....

Tara: 540-305-9776
tarawcr@yahoo.com
Christi: 540-671-6494
christiboies@mris.com
Melissa: 540-635-4542
melissawcr@yahoo.com
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Local opinion

Powershift toward the future
Nature’s clock may be ticking but who is listening?
By Leslie Fiddler

I often wonder what George
Washington would do today. As a
diplomat he’d know that unstable
weather is negatively affecting
the entire world. As a landowner and farmer he’d see drought
across the entire U.S.A. As a politician he’d see the federal govern-
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“This is the start of a world-class group of innovative thinkers who will help propel us along the road to
sustainability.” – Ford Motor Company Chairman Bill Ford

• On Dec. 14, 1799, George Washington, the American revolutionary
leader and first president of the United
States (unanimously elected in 1789),
dies of acute laryngitis at his estate in
Mount Vernon, Va.
• On Dec. 10, 1901, the first Nobel
Prizes are awarded in Stockholm,
Sweden, in the fields of physics,
chemistry, medicine, literature and
peace. The ceremony came on the fifth
anniversary of the death of Alfred
Nobel, the Swedish inventor of dynamite and other high explosives.
• On Dec. 13, 1922, eight years after
they began offering their removable
top on KisselKar and Kissel automobiles, William Kissel and Friedrich
Werner received a U.S. patent for their
invention. Their “Convertible Automobile Body” had a removable hard
top — one of the earliest convertibles.
• On Dec. 11, 1939, actress Marlene
Dietrich records her hit song “Falling
in Love Again.” Dietrich also became
a U.S. citizen in 1939 and allegedly
refused several offers to return to Germany to star in Nazi films. She was
awarded the Medal of Freedom and
named Chevalier of the French Legion
of Honor.
• On Dec. 9, 1958, in Indianapolis,
retired Boston candy manufacturer
Robert H.W. Welch Jr. establishes the
John Birch Society, a right-wing organization dedicated to fighting what it
perceived to be the extensive infiltration of communism into American
society.
• On Dec. 12, 1980, American oil
tycoon Armand Hammer pays
$5,126,000 at auction for a notebook
containing writings by the artist
Leonardo da Vinci. The manuscript,
written around 1508, contained 72
loose pages featuring some 300 notes
and detailed drawings.
• On Dec. 15, 2001, Italy’s Leaning
Tower of Pisa reopens after a team of
experts spent 11 years and $27 million
to fortify the tower without eliminating its famous lean. Engineers were
able to reduce the lean by between 16
and 17 inches.
© 2007 King Features Synd., Inc.

ment unduly influenced by the
Computer modeling is improvcountry’s major industrial pol- ing and facts are reaching the
luters. And as a leader of vision, public despite the federal governhe would likely recognize that a ment’s attempts to stifle informamajor shift in energy is overdue.
tion. Such attempts include the
Such a shift will be both ma- deletion of 10 of 14 pages of a
terial and spiritual. Society is recent report from the Center for
experiencing huge groundswell Disease Control on existing and
movements as people absorb potential health effects of climate
facts, reexamine their values and change. The Bush Administration
react accordingly. In the next few decided the public should only
decades we could experience so- hear the four pages of neutral or
cietal change as profound as the upbeat news, editing out the cenresults of the Industrial Revolu- ter director’s 10 pages of scientifition in the mid 19th Century.
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the-sand or obstructionist governments, people and business
across the globe are striking out
together to create the kind of
change many see as pivotal to the
survival of the economic and social structure of the planet.
Common goals

life to sustainability and improving the relationship between business and the environment. Another couple, Amory Lovins and
his wife Hunter, are moving in
the same direction. The couple
co-founded Colorado’s Rocky
Mountain Institute (RMI), a
“think and do tank” that “fosters

A very successful entrepreneur,
journalist, teacher and author,
Paul Hawken has dedicated his
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Thought for the Day: “I am prepared to meet my Maker. Whether my
Maker is prepared for the great ordeal
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“One of the world’s most influential thinkers” according to the “Washington Post”, Brown believes that “We
are crossing natural thresholds that we cannot see and violating deadlines that we do not recognize. These
deadlines are set by nature. Nature is the timekeeper, but we cannot see the clock.”

the efficient and restorative use
of resources so that companies,
governments and organizations
are more efficient, make more
money, and do less harm to the
environment.”
Amory Lovins and Hawken are
members of the “Transformation
Advisory Council” announced
recently by Ford Motor Company
Executive Chairman Bill Ford.
Says Ford “This is the start of a
world-class group of innovative
thinkers who will help propel us
along the road to sustainability.”
Canadian David Suzuki is making big waves in Canada and
abroad. A scientist, educator
and founder of the David Suzuki
Foundation - a science-based
Canadian environmental organization working to protect the
balance of nature and our quality
of life - Suzuki has hosted a CBC
TV science show for almost 40
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I was just reading that actress
Julianna Margulies is expecting a baby with her fiance, Keith
Lieberthal. I thought she was either
dating or married to her former costar from “ER,” the EMT who drove
the ambulance. What did I miss? —
A Reader, via e-mail
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Q:

A:

years. On Feb. 1, he will start a 50
city cross Canada bus tour asking
Canadians “what would you do
for the environment if you were
prime minister?
Should Americans, Canadians
and others around the world really be worried about climate
change to the point of doing
something about it? Are we being
fed a bunch of alarmist, tree-hugger hooey or is business as usual
a doomed philosophy of myopic,
money-grubbing, super-rich, elitist morons?

and violating deadlines that we
do not recognize. These deadlines are set by nature. Nature is
the timekeeper, but we cannot
see the clock.”
As he describes in his latest
book “Plan B 3.0: Mobilizing to
Save Civilization” Brown wants
carbon dioxide emissions cut 80
percent by 2020. His book is a
comprehensive plan to “reverse
the trends that are fast undermining our future. Its four overriding goals are to stabilize the
climate, stabilize the population,
eradicate poverty,
and10-16,
restore
the
December
2007

Celebrities/Books

Plan B 3.0
“One of the world’s most influential thinkers” according to The
Washington Post, Lester Brown
of the Earth Policy Institute sees
an urgent situation. Brown believes, “We are crossing natural
thresholds that we cannot see
should keep them going through the
new year, but after that, who knows?
On a related note to the powers that
be at CBS: Now is the perfect time to
broadcast any unseen episodes of
“Viva Laughlin,” the show that you so
unceremoniously yanked after airing
only two episodes.
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© 2007 King Features Synd., Inc.

Local opinion
earth’s damaged ecosystems.”
Brown’s initiative has three
components—raising energy efficiency, developing renewable
energy sources, and expanding
the earth’s forest cover. He urges governments to “back out of
all coal-fired power plants” and
writes, “Wind is the centerpiece
of the Plan B energy economy. It
is abundant, low cost, and widely
distributed; it scales easily, and
can be developed quickly. Oil
wells go dry and coal seams run
out, but the earth’s wind resources cannot be depleted.” And miracle of miracles, wind is a funda-

mentally clean source of energy.
If global climate change exists,
and the rising tide (pun intended)
of scientific opinion says it does –
we could be on the verge of having our landlord hand over the
bill for over a century of a blind
technological charge into the future.
If we are to believe the bulk of
scientific evidence, the earth’s
carbon sinks, i.e. forests and
oceans, are increasingly less able
to absorb carbon emissions. Climate change appears to be creating radical changes in polar environments and smaller, sea level

Celebrit
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December
The Beekeeper’s
Apprentice10-16, 2007
by Laurie R. King
(Picador, $14)
Reviewed by Ealish Waddell

It is 1915. War is raging across
Europe, and tragedy has marooned
15-year-old Mary Russell in the Sussex countryside with an odious aunt
and an uncertain future. Biding her
time until she can escape to university,
the gangly, bookish, outspoken Mary
has resigned herself to being friendless when she literally trips over an
unexpected neighbor: the legendary
detective Sherlock Holmes, genteelly
retired to the downs to write and raise
bees in his middle age.
To their mutual surprise and delight,
each finds in the other a kindred spirit
and an equally sharp-witted, curiousminded companion. They are soon
spending nearly every moment
together, debating religion, conducting scientific experiments or just
tramping over the fields.
Though ostensibly retired, the great
Holmes is hardly decrepit in body or
in mind. Seeing in Mary an unusual
intellect and discernment, he soon
begins to train her in the study of
detection and observation. As the cases they take on together grow in scope,
their list of enemies grows ever longer,
and Mary comes into her own as a
detective to match even the great
Holmes himself.
Though the mysteries are well-done,
the relationship between Holmes and
Mary is the real focus of this novel. As
King writes it, their profound, platonic connection is born of a meeting of
twin minds that disregards age, gender
or societal expectation. It weathers
innuendo and intrigue, separation and
secrets; and though warm and affectionate, it resists the simplicity of a
typical romantic pairing with its insistence on intellectual respect and
equality.
Might the mentor and protégée ever
become more? Time — and sequels
— will continue the tale, but “The
Beekeeper’s Apprentice” stands on its
own as a compelling portrait of a
remarkable friendship.
Books reviewed in this column are
available online or at your local bookstore.
© 2007 King Features Synd., Inc.

Q:

I was just reading that actress
Julianna Margulies is expecting a baby with her fiance, Keith
Lieberthal. I thought she was either
dating or married to her former costar from “ER,” the EMT who drove
the ambulance. What did I miss? —
A Reader, via e-mail
It would appear that you missed
the break-up. Julianna, who is
perhaps best known for her character
of nurse Carol Hathaway on the stillpopular hospital drama “ER,” was
involved with actor Ron Eldard, who
played Ray “Shep” Shepard, until
2003. They met in an acting class back
in 1991. They even starred together in
the thriller “Ghost Ship,” a movie that,
in my opinion, has the best opening
sequence of any movie ever.
However, Julianna is now Mrs. Keith
Lieberthal, as the couple married in a
quiet ceremony in Massachusetts on
Nov. 10. Besides looking forward to
the birth of their child, Julianna also is
getting ready for her role as a rebellious defense attorney on the new Fox
series “Canterbury’s Law,” which premieres in April 2008.

A:

***
How will the writer’s strike
affect my favorite shows? I am
all for the writers getting their fair
share, but I am curious as to how
long I’ll have to watch reruns. —
Hattie D., West Palm Beach, Fla.
As of this writing, the writer’s
strike is still on. The strike is
affecting different shows in different
ways. Nighttime talk shows like “Late
Night With Conan O’Brien” and “The
Late Show With John Stewart” have
been in reruns since Day One. Some of
the most popular sitcoms and nighttime dramas, such as “The Office,”
had only a few shows in the can and
are now in reruns.
Soap operas have a little more leeway to work with. Representatives for
a few shows have told me that they
—20—
have scripts already written that

should keep them going through the
new year, but after that, who knows?
On a related note to the powers that
be at CBS: Now is the perfect time to
broadcast any unseen episodes of
“Viva Laughlin,” the show that you so
unceremoniously yanked after airing
only two episodes.
***
Years ago I saw a movie starring Michele Greene, and it
was about a woman who had an
affair with her boss. She became
pregnant. He was married and did

Q:

Q:

A:

Julianna Margulies
not want to leave his wife and two
sons. So he set the secretary up in a
house and she had the baby and they
had more children together. Do you
know the name of the movie? —
Laura, Oklahoma
I had to do some sleuthing for
this one, but it was called “Double Standard” and was based a true story about a judge’s double life. Michele
Greene starred as Virginia and Robert
Foxworth played her married lover.
Have a question for Cindy? E-mail
her at letters@cindyelavsky.com, or
write to her in care of King Features
Weekly Service, P.O. Box 536475,
Orlando, FL 32853-6475.

A:

© 2007 King Features Synd., Inc.
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TOURISM@CI.FRONT-ROYAL.VA.US WWW.CI.FRONT-ROYAL. VA.US

414 EAST MAIN STREET, FRONT ROYAL, VIRGINIA 22630

(540) 635-5788 1-800-338-2576 EMAIL

1525 North Shenandoah Avenue
(540) 635-9447
(800) 461-1720

BLUEMONT INN

1370 North Shenandoah Avenue
(540) 636-7200
(888) 204-4803

BLUE RIDGE MOTEL

MOTELS

MOTELS

219 East Main Street
(540) 635-5956

WYNN’S

836 N. Commerce Ave.
(540) 636-6857

WENDY’S INTERNATIONAL

865 John Marshall Highway
(540) 636-8999

VILLA GIUSEPPE’S ITALIAN
RESTAURANT

231 Chester St.
(540) 636-0008

VICTORIA’S

411 South Street
(540) 635-2288

TOPS CHINA

424-A
South
The FRAT
(Front
RoyalStreet
Area Transit) Bus provides transit service for the Town of
(540)
636-6654
Front Royal Monday through Friday from 8:30am - 12:30pm and 1:00pm - 5:00pm.
The last runS
begins
at 4:00pm. All routes begin and end at the Front Royal/Warren
PELUNKERS
County Visitor
Virginia Regional Transportation Association (VRTA) op116 Center.
South The
Street
erates this service
enhance mobility throughout the community.
(540) to
631-0300
The FRAT Bus is radio dispatched, ADA accessible and equipped with the latest
UBWAY
wheelchair liftsSand
security systems. Persons with disabilities who are ADA certi530
North
Royal
Avenue off curbside anywhere within 3/4 of a mile of our
fied may be picked up
and dropped
(540)
635-4400
regular route. Please call in advance.
No Smoking, drinking, eating or food in open containers allowed.
TACO BELL
Fare - $.50 paid upon boarding the bus.
620
North
Royal Avenue
If you have any questions please call the Virginia Regional Transportation Associa(540)
635-1958
tion (VRTA) toll free at (877)777-2708 or (540)341-3464.

SOUTH STREET GRILL

304A E. Main Street
(540) 636-0070

SOUL MOUNTAIN CAFÉ

915 North Royal Avenue
(540) 635-6615

SKYLINE RESTAURANT

241 Chester Street
(540) 636-0056

ROYAL GARDEN RESTAURANT

RESTAURANTS

Page 26 • Warren County Report • Mid December, 2007

ue

EN

y

ANT

66

SE

NT

y

EN

enue

e

ANT

NT

Circled numbers indicate Battle of Front Royal stops

Times
:30 :00
:35 :05
:38 :38
:45 :15
:51 :21
:54 :24
:56 :26
:00 :30
:03 :33
:06 :36
:07 :37
:11 :41
:12 :42
:16 :46
:18 :48
:21 :51
:23 :53
:26 :56
:28 :58
:00 :30

Every Hour Between
8:30-11:30 / 1:00-4:00
8:35-11:35 / 1:05-4:05
8:38-11:38 / 1:08-4:08
8:45-11:45 / 1:15-4:15
8:51-11:51 / 1:21-4:21
8:54-11:54 / 1:24-4:24
8:56-11:56 / 1:26-4:26
9:00 - 12:00 / 1:30-4:30
9:03-12:03 / 1:33-4:33
9:06-12:06 / 1:36-4:36
9:07-12:07 / 1:37-4:37
9:11-12:11 / 1:41-4:41
9:12-12:12 / 1:42-4:42
9:16-12:16 / 1:46-4:46
9:18-12:18 / 1:48-4:48
9:21-12:21 / 1:51-4:51
9:23-12:23 / 1:53-4:53
9:26-12:26 / 1:56-4:56
9:28-12:28 / 1:58-4:58
9:30-12:30 / 2:00-5:00

1801 North Shenandoah Avenue
(540) 635-4101
(800) 487-3529

This black and white ad will be
read by about 17,000 people in
SCOTTISH INN
Front
and Warren County.
533 SouthRoyal
Royal Avenue
(540) 636-6168
It Scosts
a lot less than you think.
HENANDOAH MOTEL
1600 Shenandoah Avenue
Give
your business the boost it
(540) 635-3181
SKYLINE Rwith
ESORT Man
OTELad in Warren Counneeds
622 South Royal Avenue
635-5354
ty’s (540)
most
popular newspaper by
SUPER 8
calling
Tara
11 South
Street at 540-305-9776 or e(Intersection of Routes 340 & 55)
mail(540)
her
at tarawcr@yahoo.com.
636-4888
(800) 800-8000
ForTWI
classifieds
contact Melissa at
-LITE MOTEL
53 West 14th Street
540-635-4542
or melissawcr@ya(540) 635-4148
(800) 230-7349
hoo.com.

RELAX INN

10 Commerce Avenue
(540) 635-3161

Bus Stop (540)
Location
635-2196
Visitor’s Center
(800) 766-6748
Royal Hills Apartments
CENTER
CITY M
OTEL
Shenandoah
Commons
Apartments
South Royal Avenue
Royal416
Plaza
(540) 635-4050
Northwestern Community Services
OOL Apartments
HARBOR MOTEL
RoyalCArms
141
West
15thLion
Street
Gateway Plaza / Food
(540) 635-2191
Visitor’s Center
Warren
CountyRGovernment
Center
FRONT
OYAL MOTEL
Park
Department
/ Youth Center
1400
N. Shenandoah
Avenue
Department
of Social
Services
(540)
635-4114
13th Street
Belmont Avenue
H&AMPTON
INN
17th Street
&
Belmont
Avenue
9800 Winchester Road
Senior Center
(540) 635-1882
Warren Memorial
Hospital
(800) Hampton
Kendrick Avenue Apartments
PIONEER MOTEL
The Family Store
541 South Royal Avenue
Samuels Library
(540) 635-4784
Warren County Courthouse
QUALITY INN
Visitor’s Center

1122 North Royal Avenue

BUDGET INN

FRAT Bus Schedule

1525 North Shenandoah Avenue
(540) 635-9447
(800) 461-1720

BLUEMONT INN

(888) 204-4803
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Local opinion

“We have the technologies to build a new economy, one that will be powered with energy sources
that will last as long as the sun itself. What we need now is to mobilize the political will.”

from Rome right up to the So- powerful and ethically challenged 2050. The roadmap lays out a
viet Union, was a failure to ad- corporate interests – and he won. template for reducing emissions
just economically and socially to As an environmentalist, TR left through actions in seven key archanging world circumstances. us with a legacy of great national eas: energy efficiency, renewable
Rather than focus resources on parks like Yosemite. As an inter- energy, greening county vehicle
constructive development, larger nationalist, he led peace talks to fleets, land use, transportation,
and larger portions of budgets end the Russo-Japanese War. In water conservation, and educawere spent on military develop- fact, TR is the only American to tional outreach.
ment that in the end could not have won both the Congressional
The House has passed a historsave those nations from them- Medal of Honor and the Nobel ic energy bill that will raise fuel
selves or the world that had Peace Prize.
economy standards to 35 mpg
grown up around them.
“TR firmly believed that it was by 2020 (another Cool Counties
A change of focus
One such warning came from every American’s responsibil- goal) and require electric utilithe federal government’s own ity to be active in our civic life, ties to reach a 15 percent renewAccording to the Union of chief of accountability, Comp- and so do I. Democracy is hard able electricity standard, saving
Concerned Scientists, reducing troller General David M. Walker work but it’s work worth doing. consumers billions of dollars,
our impact on the global climate in a speech delivered in Chicago And that’s really at the heart of creating jobs, reducing global
does not have to hurt the world’s on Aug. 7. In his speech “Trans- my message this morning. How warming pollution and our deeconomies. The answer depends forming Government to Meet the America looks in the future is pendence on oil. This bill has
much on the how and when and Demands of the 21st Century,” largely up to us. ‘We the people’ to pass in the Senate and then
it is noted, “This type of chal- Walker gave a message of warn- are ultimately responsible for make it past the President’s
lenge is typical in business and ing and of hope.
what does or does not happen in veto.
industry; decision-making under
“America is a great nation, Washington,” Walker told his auAnd here in Front Royal,
uncertainty is the daily bread of probably the greatest in history,” dience.
the town manager has been
most managers.”
Walker said. “But if we want to
As someone once sang, the instructed by council to find
“Building a new economy, one keep America great, we have to times they are a changing – the ways for public institutions and
that can sustain economic prog- recognize reality and make need- question remains, will America individual citizens to conserve
ress, involves phasing out old ed changes. As I mentioned ear- change with them?
energy and decrease energy
industries, restructuring exist- lier, there are striking similarities Says Brown “We have the tech- consumption, including striking ones, and creating new ones,” between America’s current situ- nologies to build a new economy, ing a citizen’s council to advise
Lester Brown writes. He predicts ation and that of another great one that will be powered with en- the town on ways to meet these
a restructuring of the world au- power from the past: Rome. The ergy sources that will last as long objectives.
tomobile industry and the rise of Roman Empire lasted 1,000 years, as the sun itself. What we need
(Roger Bianchini contributed
new industries, among them wind but only about half that time as now is to mobilize the political to this story)
electricity generation; growth in a republic. The Roman Republic will.”
fish farming, bicycle manufactur- fell for many reasons, but three
Powershift Reading List
ing and service; increasing the reasons are worth remembering: Postscript: beginnings
productivity of water; more tele- declining moral values and politiPaul Hawken
conferencing, solar cell manufac- cal civility at home, an overconFairfax County, working with “Blessed Unrest: How the Largturing, light rail construction and fident and overextended military the Sierra Club’s “Cool Counties est Movement in the World
tree planting. New professions in foreign lands, and fiscal irre- Climate Stabilization Program,” Came into Being and Why No
will be needed, among them sponsibility by the central gov- has produced a roadmap show- One Saw It Coming” (2007);
thousands of wind meteorolo- ernment. Sound familiar? In my ing the kinds of concrete actions “Natural Capitalism: Creating
gists, watershed hydrologists, re- view, it’s time to learn from his- that counties can take to reduce the Next
Industrial
RevoluDecember
10-16,
2007
cycling engineers, geothermal ge- tory and take steps to ensure the their emissions by 80 percent by tion” (2000, with Amory and L.
ologists and sanitary engineers.
American Republic is the first
hands full keeping your new baby
The necessary shift in capital to stand the test of time.
happy. Bringing a puppy into the
will be huge and the price tag
“Please don’t misunderstand
house would mean taking care of two
significant but not impossible. my message today. Things
babies, both of whom need lots of
attention. Just training a puppy can be
Brown estimates that the cost will are far from hopeless. Yes, it’s
time-consuming — try doing it with a
be $161 billion per year. Where going to take some difficult
one-year-old underfoot!
Wait a few years until your son is old
could the money come from? He choices
on a range
of issues.
Three Ways
to Ease
enough to both appreciate and care for
points out world governments ButHoliday
I’m convinced
America
a dog. He’ll still have a friend to grow
Stress
currently spend $975 billion an- will rise to the challenge, just
up with, and he’ll learn responsibility.
The holiday season is a time of famAnd even then, make sure to ask your
nually for military purposes withily as
we
did
during
World
War
II
togetherness and holiday cheer.
son’s opinion first. He may want a fish
Puppy Is No Gift
the holidays
also cantimes.
bring ”stress
half of that - $492 billion in 2006But and
other difficult
instead.
for busy moms trying to balance
for
Baby
Boy
For now, give your baby a cuddly,
- spent by the US military, largelycountless
After
describing why Theoholiday parties for themlow-maintenance stuffed animal for
DEAR
PAW’S
CORNER:
This
is
for the development and pro-selves
dore
Roosevelt
was
his
favorand their children, and a shopour baby’s first Christmas, and we Christmas. If you’d like a picture of
list that
seems
to grow by
the day.
duction of new weapon systems.pingite
20th
Century
President,
want it to be really special. I’d like him with a cute puppy, ask a friend
If you find yourself overwhelmed by
to get him a puppy that can grow who’s adopted one if you can bring
“Unfortunately, these weaponsall the
Walker
told
the
Midwest
Huresponsibilities that the holiwith him. Any suggestions? — your son by for a photo, or contact a
bring,Resources
you’re not alone.
Realize
are of little help in curbing ter-daysman
Council
and along
professional photographer. Your relaTed L., Memphis
that the holiday season should be a
tives will still coo over the darling
rorism, nor can they reverse thespecial
thetime
Chicago
Federal Executive
DEAR TED: How about a stuffed photograph, and your wife won’t have
for you and your family,
animal?
Seriously,
while
your
son
deforestation of the earth or sta-not Board,
“As
our
26th
and
younga month of constant stress. So,
a nervous breakdown!
takeest
a deep
breath, and
consider
these
Send your tips, questions and combilize climate,” he states.
president,
[TR]
was an
op- might love the puppy, and you’ll probably get some wonderful, cute pic- ments to Paws Corner, c/o King Featips from Dr. Mary Muscari, associate
Historians and authors haveprofessor
timistatwho
firmly
believed
in
tures with them playing beside the tures Weekly Service, P.O. Box
Binghamton University,
University
of New
York.
pointed to a traditional patternStatethe
potential
of government
to tree, when the Christmas decorations 536475, Orlando, FL 32853-6475, or
come down and life resumes its daily
First, be realistic. Establish reasonof decline in dominant worldable
improve
the life of every citi- course, that cute puppy may become a e-mail them to pawscorner@hotexpectations for what you can
mail.com.
empires throughout history.accomplish,
zen. As and
a trustbuster,
TR took rambunctious nuisance.
don’t get frustrated
© 2007 King Features Synd., Inc.
Think about it: You’ve got your
setbacks.
Create
a to-domore
list
Among the identifiable patterns,by minor
on some
of the
nation’s
island nations and remote coastal
peoples are urging global action
before it is too late for them …
some scenarios are predicting
millions of environmental refugees by 2010, people displaced
because of rising sea levels, desertification, dried up aquifers,
weather-induced flooding and
other serious environmental
changes.

Women/Pets

to keep track of what you’ve accomplished and what’s left to do — and
don’t forget to include at least one
task that can be scratched off. Seeing a

Hunter Lovins); “The Ecology of
Commerce” (1994).
Lester Brown
“PlanB 3.0: Mobilizing to Save
Civilization”
Amory Lovins
“The Natural Advantage of Nations: Business Opportunities,
Innovation and Governance in
the 21st Century” (2006); “Natural Capitalism” (2000); and “Winning the Oil Endgame” (2004).

Three Ways to Ease
Holiday Stress
The holiday season is a time of family togetherness and holiday cheer.
But the holidays also can bring stress
for busy moms trying to balance
countless holiday parties for themselves and their children, and a shopping list that seems to grow by the day.
If you find yourself overwhelmed by
all the responsibilities that the holidays bring, you’re not alone. Realize
that the holiday season should be a
special time for you and your family,
not a month of constant stress. So,
take a deep breath, and consider these
tips from Dr. Mary Muscari, associate
professor at Binghamton University,
State University of New York.
First, be realistic. Establish reasonable expectations for what you can
accomplish, and don’t get frustrated
by minor setbacks. Create a to-do list
to keep track of what you’ve accomplished and what’s left to do — and
don’t forget to include at least one
task that can be scratched off. Seeing a
list that verifies what you’ve accomplished will help you de-stress.
Holiday shopping can raise even the
calmest person’s blood pressure, so
avoid that last-minute rush for gifts.
Better yet, avoid the store mobs altogether by shopping online, through
catalogs or even with home-shopping
channels. It’s never been easier to
shop from the comfort of home, so
there’s no better time than now to log
on.
Finally, keep your family involved.
Holiday chores can remind your children of the season’s real meaning, and
it can ease your workload as well.
Encourage your kids to collect toys to
give to charity or help you in the
kitchen. And don’t forget your husband — he certainly can help as well
with plenty of your holiday to-dos.
These tips can help you enjoy the
holiday season and make it a special
one for you and your family.
Write to Barbara Barontini in care
of King Features Weekly Service, P.O.
Box 536475, Orlando, FL 328536475, or send e-mail to itsawomansworld@gmail.com.
© 2007 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Briefs
Mandatory water conservation enacted in Front Royal
As a result of the continued
drought and the declining water levels in the Shenandoah River, effective
immediately (12-3-07) and until further notice, mandatory water conservation measures are in effect for all
users of the Front Royal Municipal
Water System. Outdoor use of water
is hereby prohibited as follows:
1)The watering of outdoor plants
and vegetation, including trees,
shrubbery, lawns and grass, with
the exception of indoor plantings or
greenhouse or commercial nursery
stocks;
	2)The washing of automobiles,
trucks, trailers, boats, airplanes, or
other types of mobile equipment except in those facilities operating with
a water recycling system approved by
the Town;
	3)The washing of streets, driveways, parking lots, service station
grounds, office buildings, home or
apartment exteriors or other outdoor
surfaces, except windows;
	4)The operation of any ornamental fountains, unless the water is recycled;
5)The filling of swimming and/or
wading pools; and,
6)The service of drinking water in
restaurants or food establishments,
except upon request of the customer.
Citizens are encouraged to keep
their outdoor plantings alive through

the use of recycled bath/shower/dehumidifier water. (Do not recycle
dish water as it may contain food
products that may harm the plants.)
The Front Royal Police Department
will enforce this declaration appropriately. To take into consideration
that some citizens may not have received news of this declaration, Police Officers will issue one warning
per residence for violation of the outdoor ban. Repeated violations will
result in the issuance of citations.
The Town regrets having to take
this action; however, it is mandated
to do so by the Department of Environmental Quality through the
provision of our Water Withdrawal
Permit.
Crosswalk sign removal
From a release:
In order for the Front Royal Public Works Department to properly
prepare for the upcoming winter
season and snow removal, the pedestrian crossing signs located on North
Royal Avenue and North Shenandoah Avenue have been removed.
The snow plows will not be able to
efficiently plow those areas if they
remain standing. The Public Works
Department will re-install the signs
in the spring. Motorists are asked
to use extreme caution in areas of
crosswalks.
Dear Law Enforcement Supporter
In just a few short weeks, Christ-

Simply Cedar Log Homes
(local dealer for Katahdin Cedar Log Homes)

mas will soon be upon us. Everyone
will be frantically shopping, decorating, partying, and getting excited
about that special time, Christmas
morning. But, as we all know, there
are some families that will have very
little to celebrate. Whether it involves
family issues, broken homes, financial
circumstances, etc., some kids will
wake up on Christmas morning with
little or nothing under the Christmas
tree, if there is even a Christmas tree
in their home. Front Royal and Warren County are no different from any
other place in America.
That is why the Fraternal Order of
Police, Front Royal/Warren County
Lodge #33, started a “Shop With
A Cop” program several years ago.
This program helps families in our
community who may be down on
their luck for one reason or another
and may not have the means to celebrate Christmas. Law enforcement
officers are paired up with children
who shop for themselves or family
members at our local K-Mart. The
children and the volunteers are then
treated to a delicious breakfast and
entertainment while the children’s
gifts are wrapped. The event not only
makes the holiday season special
for the children, but also promotes
a positive relationship between law
enforcement officers and our local
youth. This event is funded entirely
by generous contributions from the
community and the Fraternal Order
of Police.
The Fraternal Order of Police
needs your continued help to make
this effort possible. If you would like
to make a financial contribution to
assist us in making this holiday memorable for some of our local youth,
please send your check to:

audition required). Come and join
singers from a six-county area. Rehearsals are Monday evenings at the
Fulton Fine Arts Center, RandolphMacon Academy, Front Royal. The
annual concerts in April will feature
works by American composers.
For more information call (540)
622-6974 or (540) 667-0867 or visit
the website at www.frontroyaloratoriosociety.org.

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC
HAPPY CREEK ROAD CLOSURE ROSS AVENUE TO COMMERCE AVENUE
MONDAY,
2007

DECEMBER

10,

The Department of Public
Works will close Happy Creek
Road from Ross Avenue to Commerce Avenue on Monday, December 10 to remove a downed
tree from Happy Creek. Removal
of the tree is necessary to prevent
any channel damage or street
flooding should a storm event occur.
Closure will occur from 9:00
am until 3:00 pm. Local traffic
to residences shall be permitted,
however no through traffic will
be allowed.
If you have any questions about
these improvements, please contact the Department of Public
Works at (540) 635-7819.

FOP #33 “Shop With A Cop”
P.O. Box 1562
Front Royal, Virginia 22630
Front Royal Oratorio Society
The Front Royal Oratorio Society,
George T. Amos, Music Director, will
begin rehearsals for its 2007-2008
Spring season on Monday, Jan.7th ’08,
7:30 P.M. Prospective new members,
all voice parts, are very welcome (no

EXCELLENT SCENIC SPRING & SUMMER RIDES

Front Royal Warren County Airport
Airplane Rides

DAILY

For 20 Minute
Scenic Flights

As simple as ABC. Affordable – Beautiful - Comfortable
If you’d like more information, contact us @
(540) 636-8400 or simplycedarlogs@aol.com

•
•
•
•
•

Group Discount
Aircraft Rentals
Flight Training
Photo Flights
Glider Club

•
•
•
•
•

$55

Per Person

Tie Down Avail.
Charter Flights
Gift Certificates
New Hangers
New Taxiway

INTRO
FLIGHT TRAINING
$99

Cass Aviation
(540) 635-3570

WARREN COUNTY AIRPORT/FRONT ROYAL

CFI
WANTED
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Comics

This full-color ad will be read by about 17,000 people in Front Royal and Warren County.
It costs as little as $28.14 for a one-time insertion or $18.75 per issue with an annual contract. Give your business the boost it needs with an ad in Warren County’s most popular
newspaper by calling Tara at 540-305-9776 or e-mailing her at tarawcr@yahoo.com
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The tester was, surprisingly, the bottom of the line. As attractive as this model is, pricewise, be sure to order the “02,” which offers many, many upgrades for just $3,000 more.

Thunder road

2008 Volvo C30
By Zane Binder

Reasonably priced family cars
with guts are rare. One often
overlooked is Volvo’s C30, a
hatchback that traces its roots to
“the great road cars of Europe.” It
boasts lots of famed Continental
“feel” along with enormous driver, passenger, and luggage space!
Up front, the twin cloth buckets
are semi-Recaro types. The door
armrests are nicely padded, and
even the glovebox locks. A decent-size center console divides
the seats; the steering column
tilts. The rear buckets offer generous legroom for two; the cargo
compartment is large and nicely
finished. Fold down the rear
seats, and there’s enough room to
swallow most anything!
Turning to the dash, you’ll find
the front-drive C30 has ample
analog instrumentation for a vehicle with a $23,500 base price.

The tester was, surprisingly, the
bottom of the line. As attractive
as this model is, pricewise, be
sure to order the “02,” which offers many, many upgrades for just
$3,000 more.
Turning to standard equipment, you’ll be surprised by its
array. Power rack and pinion
steering, electric locks/windows/
mirrors, power 4-wheel antilock

SHOP RATES

disc brakes, emergency brake
force distribution, emergency
brake assist, stability and traction
control, dual front, side, head and
“whiplash” airbags, a tire pressure
warning system, burglar alarm,
Volvo Telematics (the same as
General Motors heavily advertised OnStar), keyfob entry, CFCfree air conditioning, an average
sound system and much more.

DIRECT BILLING

Thunder Road
Powering the 3,198-pound C30
is a fuel-injected 2.5 liter “5” with
4 valves per cylinder. The 227 HP
turbocharged powerplant produces plenty of torque throughout its RPM range. Performance
from 0-60 was observed at 6.7
seconds. Despite the engine being
an inherently unbalanced “5,” it’s
smooth and quiet; fuel efficiency
on premium was observed at 16
city and 25 highway (EPA19/28).
If you tow, you can hitch up 2,000
pounds.
Ride and handling are bright
spots. Even over large bumps, the
C30 cradles passengers in comfort. The 4-wheel independent
suspension also keeps the vehicle

stable and level in corners. The
turning circle, at 35 feet, is another plus. The tires, however, need
to be larger and stickier ... which
they are on the “02” model. Sadly,
both carry only a “donut” spare.
Before purchasing this fine
car, check both the outside and
interior closely. Though totally
subjective, this reporter believes
its exterior stylists and interior
designers need many, many extra
semesters in school.
The C30 boasts fine quality
control along with a reasonable
price. It’s a capable performer!
Opossum@ix.netcom.com
(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.

Mechanic’s Corner

Problems with the engine hesitating, cutting
out, being weak, or having difficulty with the
idling should all be carefully inspected by an
experienced mechanic. Overheating may be
due to a need for additional coolant in the radiator or a need to unload excess weight (as
when pulling a trailer). Turn off all accessories;
i.e., the air conditioner. If this doesn’t help, get
professional help.

INSURANCE REPLACEMENTS
Full Line of Rental
Cars and Trucks

OPEN 7 DAYS
A WEEK!

540-636-2090
348A COMMERCE AVE
FRONT ROYAL, VA
FAST FREE PICKUP, JUST A PHONE CALL AWAY!

CASH OR CREDIT CARD

VAN RENTALS MOVING TRUCKS
SERVING WARREN, SHENANDOAH,
PAGE AND FREDERICK COUNTIES
WINCHESTER LOCATION: 540-667-8304

MOVING TRUCKS

15 PASSENGER VANS
· SHUTTLE BUSES
· CARGO VANS
· MINIVANS
New Winchester location: 110-7 Featherbed Ln

SUPPLIES

BOXES

LOCAL/ONE-WAY
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This aerial photograph looking east toward Shenandoah Shores Road shows the vacant land north of Happy Creek Road and the Norfolk
Southern Railroad tracks, including much of the 900 acres of town property in the North East Planning District. Some existing singlefamily residences in the Happy Creek District are visible at the right of picture. The town council nows seems split on which side of the
tracks is the best location for future cluster development in the town limits. See story page 3. (File Photo/Courtesy CassAviation)

Mid December, 2007 • Warren County Report • Page 33

ADVERTISE FOR LESS!
Call (540) 305-9776

Comics

The News at Noon & The Valley Today
The award winning “News at Noon” • 30 minutes of LOCAL news • Weekdays at 12:05 pm
The award winning “The Valley Today” • 30 minutes of LOCAL interviews • Weekdays at 12:30 pm
· local leaders
· public safety
· round tables

· issues

· business

· health
· philanthropy

· politics

· education
· tourism
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Front Royal-Warren County Chamber of Commerce
DECEMBER BUSINESS AFTER
HOURS
Join us for fun, food & the power
of networking at Computer Medical
Center/Eleventy-Seven Toy Shops,
529-A East Main Steet, Business
After Hours (BAH), Wednesday,
December 12th, 5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.
With the holiday season upon us
we ask that you bring a new unwrapped toy or $5 to be donated to
the Warren County Department of
Social Services. Don’t forget your
business cards!
ETHICS WORKSHOP
The Ethics Workshop, co-sponsored
by the Front Royal Rotary Club, Kiwanis Club, and Lions Club, will be
held Wednesday, December 19th,
8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. at Lord Fairfax
Community College. This program
is designed to give students the
opportunity to learn about decision
making in the workplace by having
them spend the day in discussion
with a business or professional person from the community. Volunteers
are needed! Eight to ten students
will be assigned to each volunteer’s
table. The volunteer will present the
students with the ethical dilemmas
provided and facilitate a discussion
of possible solutions. This is alot of
fun and a great networking opportunity for volunteers. If you would
like to volunteer contact Niki Foster
at 635-3185 or nfoster@frontroyalchamber.com.
DOWNTOWN PROPERTY OWNER’S ROUNDTABLE
The Downtown Property Owner’s
Roundtable will meet Wednesday,
December 12th, 9 a.m. - 10 a.m.
at Front Royal Town Hall, second
floor conference room. Topic for
this month’s meeting is “Financial
Opportunities/VHDA Presentation
for Downtown Property Owners. To
rsvp or for more information contact
Sharon Baroncelli at 635-3185 ext.
26 or sbaroncelli@frontroyalchamber.com.
“POWER OF WOMEN” SERIES
The Women’s Business Council
will present “Power of Women” on
January 14, 2008, 12:00 - 1:15 p.m.
at the Apple House, with presenter
Toni Lynn Chinoy. Toni has been
coaching senior women executives
in major corporations for over twenty
years. After a brief presentation on

Power Games where she will present a well loved model developed by
her clients and available in her book
“From the Balcony, New Perspectives for the old Power Games”, she
will zone in on us and our personal
issues with power. Lunch and Program $15 for Chamber Members
and $25 for non-members. For
more information or to rsvp contact
Sharon Baroncelli at 635-3185 ext.
26 or sbaroncelli@frontroyalchamber.com.
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY
The Chamber is currently updating
the quality of life/membership directory. As a Chamber member you will
receive your listing for free. Please
take a moment to view your directory listing on www.frontroyalchamber.
com, click on Business Directory.
To make any corrections and/or additions contact Pam at 635-3185 x2
or priffle@frontroyalchamber.com.
SAVE THE DATE
Mark your calendars and plan to
join us at “Chamber Day at the
Capitol” on Wednesday, January
23, 2008. “Chamber Day at the
Capitol” is an exciting opportunity
to go to Richmond and participate
in the legislative process and meet
you local Delegates and Senators.
More details to follow.
MEMBER NEWS
Sheriff Daniel T. McEathron announces that the “Over the Limit
Under Arrest” enforcement during
this holiday season has begun. If
you drive under the influence of
drugs or alcohol you will be arrested, no exceptions. The enforcement includes checkpoints and saturation patrols as well as a national
TV and radio campaign. The timing
of the crackdown during the holiday
season is a heavy travel time and
period of increased drunk driving fatalities and injuries. In 2006, there
were 17,602 alcohol-related fatalities and 13,470 fatalities involved a
driver or motorcycle operator with a
blood alcohol concentration (BAC)
of .08 or higher. The reality is that
you or someone you know will likely
be impacted by the tragedy of drunk
driving at some point in your life.
The Warren County Sheriff’s Office
will make Warren County a safer
place for everyone this holiday season.

The Front Royal Oratorio Society, George T. Amos, Music Director, will begin rehearsals for its
2007-2008 Spring season on Monday, Jan.7th ’08, 7:30 P.M. Prospective new members, all voice
parts, are very welcome (no audition
required). Come and join singers
from a six-county area. Rehearsals
are Monday evenings at the Fulton
Fine Arts Center, Randolph-Macon
Academy , Front Royal. The annual
concerts in April will feature works
by American composers. For more
information call (540) 622-6974 or
(540) 667-0867 or visit the website
at www.frontroyaloratoriosociety.
org.
Toray Plastics (America), Inc.
PEF Division is proud to announce
that it has been recommended to
maintain the elite status of 1 of 43
sites in Virginia and 1 of 1,850 sites
in the US that is recognized as a
Voluntary Protection Program (VPP)
OSHA Star Site. Toray was first
awarded this certification in 2004.
Star participants are re-evaluated
every three years, although a self
assessment and incident rates are
reviewed annually. The VPP evaluation focuses on these key areas:
management leadership, employee
involvement, worksite analysis,
hazard prevention, and control,
safety and health training. Earning this recertification recognizes
Toray’s continuing commitment to
excellence in safety and health.
North Warren Volunteer Fire
& Rescue Dept. will have their
pancake breakfast on Saturday,
December 15th at North Warren
Volunteer Fire & Rescue Dept - Celebration Hall. Santa will be present
to greet the kids coming to breakfast.
Heaven Sent Shoppe announces
the Christkindlmarkt will run every
weekend through December 24th
at 119 Chester Street. Many activities are planned from Posh Pets
Fashion Festival to Horse and Carriage Rides. For more information
contact Maggie Sill at 622-2060.
The Northern Virginia 4-H Educational and Conference Center is
hosting its first educational Civil
War Christmas program on December 15, from 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
and December 16th, from 11 a.m.
- 3 p.m. Prgram highlights include
first person interpretation and talks
by General Robert E. Lee as por-

trayed by Mr. David Palmer, a jolly
Santa dressed in his hand-made
suite based on the 1863 drawing by
Thomas Nast, as well as an assortment of period Christmas craft making and light refreshments. The fee
for the entire program is $20/family
of 4, $5/additional person. For more
information, contact Avery Born at
540-635-7171 or aaborn@vt.edu.
Randolph-Macon Academy is
proud to present its annual Christmas concert, featuring the R-MA
Chorus, the R-MA Handbell Choir,
and the 91st Virginia Air Force
JROTC Band. The concert will be
Sunday, December 16th at 7:30
p.m. in Boggs Chapel. This concert
is open to the public; admission is
free. For more information, please
call 540-636-5200.
The Shenandoah Area Agency on Aging invites you to their
“DON’T COME” New Years Party!.
Featuring scrumptious food, exciting entertainment and of course a
glamorous guest of Honor. $1,000
Door Prize. Date: Your Choice;
(purchase tickets by Dec. 27th...
Drawing December 28th) Time:

Anytime You Want. Place: Wherever You Want to Party. Dress:
Black tie or pajamas. Tickets: $10.
You just purchase a ticket for $10
and your name will be added to our
drawing for $1,000! Just Remember ....DON”T Come! To purchase
your ticket contact the Shenandoah
Area Agency on Aging at 540-6357141.
R.H.Donnelley is one of the nation’s leading Yellow Pages and
online local commercial search
companies.. We are the official
publisher of the EMBARQ directory
in Front Royal and Warren County
and we are currently working on the
upcoming issue. It is due in March
2008. Aside from featuring our customers in the Yellow Pages, we also
place many local businesses on
google and yahoo. If you see an opportunity to promote your business
in either or both forms of directive
advertising, call Tim Mills at 800446-6012 for more information.
Town Council: Mon, Dec 17th, 7
p.m. at the Govt Center
County Board of Supervisors:
Tues, Dec 18th, 7 p.m. Govt Ctr

This 12 column inch ad costs
just $90 and reaches about
17,000 readers.

Hmm....

Tara: 540-305-9776
tarawcr@yahoo.com
Christi: 540-671-6494
christiboies@mris.com
For classifieds, call Melissa:
540-635-4542
melissawcr@yahoo.com
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Diversions

Watch out! Your boss is coming around the corner!

Trivia Time
1. Why were shoes not allowed at sock hops?
	2. What California group’s only hit was 1961’s “Hey Little Cobra,”
an uncanny imitation of Jan and Dean?
	3. What letter did Christ wear on his chest in the musical “Godspell?”
	4. What became the Asian equivalent of the Iron Curtain?
5. What magazine, first published in 1953, was originally to be
called Stag Party?
6. What real-life city was seen in the opening credits of “The Edge
of Night?”
7. What NBC newsman was physically removed from the 1968
Democratic National Convention while the camera rolled?
8. Who planned to disavow any knowledge of the “Mission: Impossible” squad if they were caught?
9. What planet was taken over by aliens known as Overlords in
Arthur C. Clarke’s novel “Childhood’s End?”
10. What does the acronym UNICEF stand for?
Trivia Time Answers
1. They would scratch the gym floor; 2. The Rip Chords’; 3. S; 4.
The Bamboo Curtain; 5. Playboy; 6. Cincinnati; 7. John Chancellor; 8.
The Secretary; 9. Earth; 10. United Nations International Children’s
Emergency Fund

Sports Challenge by Walter Branch
1. What 7-year-old girl often practiced with 8-year-old Boris Becker?
	2. What Dallas Cowboys’ running back received rave reviews after an appearance with the Fort Worth
ballet?
	3. What were the match scores when Ivan Lendl flattened Barry Moir in the 1987 U.S. Open?
	4. How many times did Hank Aaron hit 50 or more home runs in a season?
5. What Minnesota Vikings quarterback threw a record 345 completions in 1978?
6. What former heavyweight boxing champ claimed he’d spotted UFOs seven different times?
7. In the famous baseball poem, “Casey at the Bat,” which team is the loser?
8. Who retired for 12 days after being named NBA Rookie of the Year and league MVP?
9. Who won the first women’s marathon contested during Olympic competition?
10. Who was the first left-handed golfer to win more than one tournament in a single PGA Tour season?
Sports Challenge Answers
1. Steffi Graf; 2. Herschel Walker; 3. 6-0, 6-0, 6-0; 4. Zero; 5. Fran Tarkenton; 6. Muhammad Ali; 7.
Mudville; 8. Wilt Chamberlain; 9. Joan Benoit; 10. Phil Mickelson
(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.

Quotes
You Don’t Say!
Men snore more often than women.
***
Sleeping on your back causes your jaw to drop open and your tongue
to fall backward, setting up even more vibration of the uvula and also
partially closing the windpipe.
***
Marijuana is, by far, the world’s most commonly used illicit drug.
***
MDMA (Ecstasy) was first developed as an appetite suppressant in
1914.
***
Heroin is known on the street as smack, horse, H, junk, or scag.
***
Inhalants are drugs that produce a quick, temporary high, lightheadedness, and euphoria (good feeling) when their fumes or gases are
breathed and absorbed into the body through the lungs.
***
The first product to have a bar code was Wrigley’s gum.
***
Adhesive tape (specifically masking tape) was invented in the 1920s
by Richard Drew of Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing, Co. Duct
tape (the WWII military version) was first created and manufactured
in 1942 by the Johnson and Johnson Permacel Division.
***
The blue whale can produce sounds up to 188 decibels. This is the
loudest sound produced by a living animal and has been detected as
far away as 530 miles.
***
Tremendous erosion at the base of Niagara Falls undermines the shale
cliffs, and as a result, the falls have receded approximately seve miles
over the last 10,000 years.
***
The Death Cap, Amanita phalloides, is responsible for 90 percent of
deaths caused by fungus poisoning worldwide.
***
Yeasts, used in making beer and bread, are a form of fungus.
***
African termites actually cultivate a species of fungus, Termitomyces.

“Our patriotism should be of the wider, nobler
kind which recognizes justice and reasonableness
in the claims of others and which lead our country
into comradeship with ... the other nations of the
world. The first step to this end is to develop peace
and goodwill within our borders, by training our
youth of both sexes to its practice as their habit
of life, so that the jealousies of town against town,
class against class and sect against sect no longer
exist; and then to extend this good feeling beyond
our frontiers toward our neighbors.” - Lord Robert
Baden-Powell
***
“It is the rare person who, looking back over his life
and seeing what he has done to it, hasn’t sighed for
a chance to redeem what he has cheaply used or

carelessly ruined. If only somehow, somewhere,
there was a way to live again the days we have
darkened with our blind haste - the innumerable
occasions when our indifference trod on all the
pearls of God’s graciousness; the times when our
pride, or our fear, or our meanness poured the acid
of contempt over the fair countenance of another’s
soul! If this grace were ours, how we would leap to
the chance!”- Samuel Howard Miller, “The Life of
the Soul”
***
“Teach our children to have faith in humanity and
to know the dignity of all human beings. Reaffirm
America’s basic belief that all people are created
equal - that we all are children of the universe.
There is no nonsense about that - it is universally
obvious and fundamentally American.” - Everett
Woodman

A Look Back This Week
On December 16, 1773, a cargo of tea was thrown overboard into Boston Harbor at the Boston Tea Party
to protest the tea tax ... December 10, 1869, Wyoming Territory passed a woman suffrage law ... December 11, 1941, the U.S. declared war on Germany and Italy ... December 15, 1948, Alger Hiss was indicted
for perjury, after denying he had passed secret documents to Whittaker Chambers for transmission to a
Communist spy ring ... December 15, 1960, the U.S. announced it backed a rightist group in Laos, which
took power the next day ... December 13, 2000, in a televised address to the nation, Vice President Al
Gore conceded the presidential election to Gov. George W. Bush of Texas ... December 11, 2001, the U.S.
government indicted Zacarias Moussaoui as an alleged conspirator in the September 11th terrorist attacks ... December 13, 2001, President Bush announced that the United States would withdraw from the
1972 Antiballistic Missile Treaty ... December 13, 2001, the U.S. government released a tape of Osama
bin Laden and others believed to have been made November 9th in Kandahar; on the tape, bin Laden
expressed surprise and pleasure at the number of “enemies” killed in the September 11th attack ...December 14, 2001, the Bush administration began wide international distribution of the tape, offering it
as proof of bin Laden’s complicity in the terrorist attacks and disregard for human life; many Muslims
abroad claimed the tape was a fabrication ... December 16, 2001, Secretary of State Colin Powell said,
“We’ve destroyed al-Qaeda in Afghanistan.”
(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.
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Puzzles

Watch out! Your boss is coming around the corner!

About 17,000 people read this
paper. An ad this size costs
just 51.59 in color or $41.25 in
black & white. Is your business
benefiting from the area’s best
advertising deal?
• Contact Tara at 540-305-9776
tarawcr@yahoo.com
• Or Christi at 540-671-6494
christiboies@mris.com
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Puzzles

This issue’s crossword puzzle theme is “It’s None The Worse for Wear.” The
solution is on page 38. NO PEEKING!!!

ACROSS
1 Tattle
5 Farmer’s concern
9 Noninvasive diag. test
12 Perry
16 Lasso
17 Rowed
19 Mere laborer
20 Exodus figure
21 Nervousness
24 Serious
25 Perfumes
26 Of a hipbone
27 Crab’s feature
28 Anglican: abbr.
29 __-garde
30 Dispatched
31 Early counter
34 Penitential time
35 Guard’s order

36 Schoolboy
39 Lives more thriftily
43 Sound of laughter
44 Muskogee man
45 DDE’s command
46 Devour
47 Latin pop
48 Unite
49 Tell to no one
54 Direction letters
55 Crazes
56 __ to; very many
57 Animal classes
58 Former French coins
59 Seed coverings
60 English letters
61 Ring of light
64 In __; hurrying
65 In addition
66 Start of a fast-paced game

69 Not giving a direct answer
72 Quarter
73 City in France
74 Wrath
75 Dundee denial
76 Electrical units
77 Girls’ names
78 Lunacy
84 Adder’s “hello”
85 Vermin
86 South African gun
87 Draws in metal
88 Roof topper
89 __ Majoris; greater bear
90 Popular Russian singing duo
91 Tends the lawn
94 More morose
95 Embellish
99 On the ball
100 “Be patient!”

102 Pours
103 Contraction
104 Wineglass
105 __, Oklahoma
106 TV’s Gomer
107 Jet for the well-off: abbr.
108 High degrees, for short
109 USA bucks
DOWN
1 Place for a Scottish flock
2 Chaney and son
3 Dwellings, for some: abbr.
4 Pleaded with
5 To the point
6 Martha and family
7 Golds: Sp.
8 Little, in Limoges
9 __ work; road sign
10 Army recruiting project: abbr.

11 Officeholders
12 Proofreader’s mark
13 Examination type
14 Shift
15 Oddball
18 Highly motivated
19 Emulates Monet
20 Representative
22 Two cents’ worth
23 Surface
27 Soft fabric
29 Make __; form an embroidery
stitch
30 Like pretzels
31 Particles
32 Two-wheelers
33 Light on one’s feet
35 Listened
36 Carpenter’s machine
37 __ of; before
38 Game pieces
40 Has to have
41 Fr. holy women
42 Has-__; those who are
all washed-up
43 Long-eared animals
47 Soft food
49 Hawaiian island
50 Jesse __; late bigwig
in California politics
51 Clamor
52 New __
53 Very overweight
55 Baptismal bowls
58 Blisters
59 Johnson and others
60 Adhesive applier
61 Former rulers
62 Pod vegetables
63 Vexes
64 See eye to eye
65 Famous twin
66 __ Cardinal Newman
(1801-90); famed
English prelate
67 __ Semple McPherson
68 Cal Tech and MIT
70 Relative
71 Night sound
72 Were in accord
78 Containers
79 Grow abruptly in population
80 Inquisitive
81 __ the Pig; 2007
82 Summer spots
83 German king (936-973)
85 Hay eaters
88 Novelist Jules
89 Suffix meaning “abounding in”
90 Seed’s encasement
91 Distort
92 Not home
93 Follow
94 Arthur and others
95 Defeat soundly
96 __ time; never
97 Slave
98 Final parts
100 Members of a
Catholic men’s org.
101 German city on
the Danube
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Activities and events
Music on Main St.
12/12/2007 - 3:00pm - 7:00pm
Enjoy the DJ sounds of Mike
McLean at the Gazebo area located at the intersection of Main
Chester Streets today.
Sing-Along
12/14/2007
You are invited to the Gazebo located at the intersection of Main
and Chester Streets today to sing
along to your favorite Christmas
carols or simply enjoy the lights
and music. Time TBA.
Bluegrass Party
12/14/2007 - 7:00pm - 10:00pm

Bluegrass Pickin’ Party tonight at
the Browntown Community Center. Listen to gospel and old time
music. Admission is FREE. All
levels of musicians are welcome.
Acoustic instruments only. Food/
drink are available for purchase. All
proceeds benefit the Browntown
Community Center. For more information please contact (540)7784777 or (540)636-3588.
High Tea
12/15/2007 - 1:00pm - 4:30pm
Enjoy the season with a Christmas
High Tea with live Classical English Christmas Folk Music at 101
Chester Street today.

Kids Korner
12/15/2007 - 12:00pm - 4:00pm
Shop downtown and give the kids
a break! Gingerbread decorating
will keep the kids occupied, along
with arts and creafts, games and
prizes. Santa will take time for
phots with the pets and then with
the kids. Pet photos will be at the
Gazebo. All this takes place at the
Blue Ridge Arts Council located at
305 E. Main Street.
Caroling
12/15/2007 - 7:00pm - 8:00pm
Enjoy Christmas Caroling tonight at
the Browntown Community Center.
The public is invited. More information is available at (540)636-7816.

You are invited to the Browntown
Live Nativity
12/16/2007 - 3:00pm - 5:00pm
The public is invited to a live nativity presented by Buckton Presbyterian Church at 119 Chester Street.

Chester Streets today.
Concert
12/21/2007 - 1:30pm
You are invited to a FREE Christmas Concert at Randolph Macon
Academy (RMA) Gymnasium today. For more information you may
call (800)272-1172 or www.rma.
edu.
Caroling
12/23/2007 - 2:30pm - 4:00pm
The public is invited to 119 Chester Street for “Christmas Carols
Around the Fire”.
CHRISTMAS EVE - Town Holiday
12/24/2007
The Town Business Offices will be
closed today. Garbage, Recycling
& Yard Waste will be picked up on
Wednesday, December 26.

Enjoy the DJ sounds of Mike
McLean at the Gazebo area located at the intersection of Main

The Town of Front Royal Business Offices will be closed today.
Garbage, Yard Waste and Recy-

ADVERTISE FOR LESS!
Call (540) 636-1014

Music on Main St.
12/19/2007 - 3:00pm - 7:00pm

CHRISTMAS DAY - Town Holiday
12/25/2007

About 17,000 people read this
paper. An ad this size costs
just 51.59 in color or $41.25 in
black & white. Is your business
benefiting from the area’s best
advertising deal?
• Contact Tara at 540-305-9776
tarawcr@yahoo.com
• Or Christi at 540-671-6494
christiboies@mris.com

cling pick-up for this day will be
Wednesday, December 26. The
Town of Front Royal wishes you a
Merry Christmas!
Bluegrass Party
12/28/2007 - 7:00pm - 10:00pm
Tonight you are invited to a community jam session at the Warren
County Senior Center located on
12th Street. All level of musicians
are welcome. Acoustic Intstruments only. There will be coffee
and food items available for purchase. Admission is free; however, a hat will be passed around.
All proceeds benefit the Warren
County Senior Center.
NEW YEAR’S DAY - Town
Holiday
1/1/2008
The Town of Front Royal Business
Offices will be closed today. Trash,
Recycling and Yard Waste will be
collected on Wednesday, January
2. The Town of Front Royal wishes
you a Happy New Year!
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Place your classified ad in the most widely-read newspaper in Warren County by calling
Melissa Barnett at (540) 635-4542.

Classifieds
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322 N. Royal Ave • Front Royal, VA 22630
(540) 635-8020 • fax: (540) 635-7312
www.newlookkitchenandbath.com

We also offer: Tile Work, Hardwood Flooring, Basements,
Outdoor Kitchens, Frameless
Shower Glass Doors

0% interest
0 payments
for 6 months on
purchases thru our
Home Design Plus
credit program

Haymarket, VA outdoor kitchen

Maurertown, VA
bathroom remodel

Let us turn any area of your home into
a work of art!

We beat the big-box retail prices every day!

Front Royal, VA kitchen remodel

