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CRIME
January 15, 2007

Warren County Sheriff’s Office reports an armed robbery that occurred
at Henry’s Grocery Store located at 1181 West Strasburg Road, Front Royal on
January 15, 2007 at approximately 9:48 p.m. According to Sheriff McEathron, an
unknown white male, described as being in his early twenties with a medium build
entered the store, displayed a knife and demanded an undisclosed amount of cash.
The suspect is described as wearing a zip-up type black jacket with the hood over
his head, possibly blue jeans or dark pants, white gloves, and a fleece type half ski
mask which covered the suspect’s face below his eyes. The suspect fled out the front
door on foot. Anyone with information is asked to contact Investigator Laura Klutz
with the Warren County Sheriff’s Office at 540-635-4128.

January 15, 2007
Chief Ronald A. Williamson of the Front Royal Police Department has
advised that an armed robbery which occurred during the evening hours of Sunday,
January 15, 2007 at the Hampton Inn, 9800 Winchester Road, Front Royal is currently under investigation.
According to Chief Williamson, a hotel supervisor called police at approximately 8:36 P.M. to report that the night clerk had been robbed minutes earlier at
gunpoint of an undisclosed amount of U.S. Currency by two masked individuals.
The clerk, whose identity is being withheld by police, advised that the assailants
were a white male and black male. The clerk was not injured during the incident.
Sgt. Richard Kurzenknabe of the Criminal Investigation Division advises
two individuals entered the hotel through the front door and immediately approached
the front counter where a demand for money was made. Both individuals are reported to have displayed a firearm. Upon receiving the money, both individuals
fled the hotel through the same door. No direction of travel or vehicle description
was provided.
The white male is described as approximately 6’0” tall, medium build, wearing
a zippered hooded jacket. The black male is described as approximately 5’10”
tall, heavy build and also wearing a zippered hooded jacket. Both individuals are
believed to have been wearing ski masks, along with the jacket hoods pulled up
over their heads.
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The arrest stems from a complaint filed late on January 4, 2007 wherein a 14 year old
female indicated that she had engaged in sexual intercourse with an adult, subsequently
identified as Berkeley, at an undisclosed location in the downtown Front Royal area.
Berkeley, who was arrested without incident, is being held without bond pending
an appearance in Warren County Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court on
January 11, 2007.
According to Sgt. Richard Kurzenknabe of the Criminal Investigation Division, the
case remains under investigation by Investigator Kevin Nicewarner and additional
charges may be forthcoming following continued discussion with the Warren County
Commonwealth Attorney’s Office.

January 7, 2007
The Warren County Sheriff’s Office has confirmed the identity of the female that
was located in the Shenandoah River on Sunday, January 7, 2007, as Evalina
Turner, age 65, of 2162 Marys Shady Lane, Front Royal, Virginia.
An autopsy was performed and the cause of death was determined to be drowning. Toxicology reports will not be available for 30 days.
Anyone with any information regarding this case is asked to contact the Warren
County Sheriff’s Office at 635-4128.

INDICTMENTS
Stephania A. Richmond On or about
August 8, 2006, in the County of Warren, did unlawfully, with the intent to defraud, make, draw, utter or deliver to Bill
Powers, a certain check in
the amount of $415.00, drawn on the Wachovia Bank, while knowing at the time
of said making, drawing, uttering or delivering that she did not have sufficient
funds in, or credit with, such bank
for the payment of said check, in violation of Section 18.2-181 of the Code of
Virginia, 1950, as amended.

Kurzenknabe also states that Investigators with the Warren County Sheriff’s
Office have been contacted regarding any similarities with an incident occurring in
the County shortly after the hotel robbery. Anyone with information regarding this
matter may contact the Criminal Investigation Division at (540) 636-2208 or the
Front Royal Police Department at (540) 635-2111.

Lawrence Lee Smith, On or about August 15, 2006, in the County of Warren,
Jr., did unlawfully and feloniously, cut
and wound one Roger Mock, with the

Anyone with information may also call the local Crime Solvers Tip Line at (540)
635-9900. Callers to Crime Solvers may remain anonymous and could be eligible
for a reward of up to $1,000.00 if information provided leads to an arrest and indictment.
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January 11, 2007
Chief Ronald A. Williamson has announced the arrest of a 20 year old man on a
felony charge of having Carnal Knowledge of a 14 year old female following an
incident which occurred during the evening hours of January 4, 2007. Chief Williamson advised investigators with the Criminal Investigation Division arrested
Ricky Wayne Berkeley, Jr., no fixed address, on January 10, 2007 at approximately
1:15 P.M. The arrest occurred at an undisclosed residence on Criser Road.
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Robert S. Hendricks, on September 24,
2006 through September 26, 2006 In the
County of Warren, did unlawfully and feloniously with the intent to defraud, issue
two checks with an aggregate represented value of $200.00 or more drawn upon
the same account with the Front Royal
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Shorty’s General Store and uttered or
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Where there is life, there is hope
Family, friends rally as Bunky bucks the medical odds
And where there is faith there can
be miracles;
And where there’s a little luck,
why not a little more?
Sure it’s not lucky to be felled
by a sniper’s round three months
before you’re scheduled to come
home from a military stop-loss
propelled second tour of duty in
Iraq; and certainly not lucky to
have plans to be out of the Army
and registered for fall 2007 classes at Virginia Tech to begin work
toward a degree in Landscape
Architecture sidetracked.
But the sniper’s bullet that hit
Bunky Woods didn’t hit him a
half inch this way or that, it didn’t
kill him – and it didn’t sever his
spinal cord. And therein lies not
only a little luck, but also a lot of
hope – hope that through therapy,
strength of will and faith in God
COURTESY PHOTOS/ART WOODS
the nerves disconnected and traumatized by his injury will reconFrom left, Lt. Jesser, Sgt. Wood and Sgt Wheeler by their Hummer in the field in Iraq.
nect, re-fire and eventually lift him
By ROGER BIANCHINI
world. The family of 2001 Warren fully in six to eight weeks – will
out of his wheelchair and back toCounty High School graduate need a little help getting around.
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ward a semblance of the physical
Arthur Leo Woods IV, known to
The proceeds from the “Men
life he had before Aug. 26, 2006.
with
a
Heart
Bachelor
Auction
&
friends
as
‘Bunky,’
wants
to
bring
The evening of February 10 at
the Front Royal Fire Hall over him home. And while Bunky Silent Auction” will go to seeing They only have a license to prac40 bachelors, perhaps at first ner- Woods has been making what that Bunky Woods’ return home tice
vously, but eventually with a little his father calls “a remarkable re- is a special one, and one that will
flair and good humor, will walk covery” in the Spinal Cord Injury allow him and his family the op“The doctors say no,” Bunky’s
timum
level
of
comfort
and
funcRehab
Center
at
a
VA
hospital
down not quite a models’ rundad, Art, says of his son’s prosway to be bid on by – hopefully in Richmond, the severity of his tionality as Bunky Woods works pects for regained use of his
– single women for nights out at a injuries incurred in Iraq on Aug. his way back from injuries that limbs, “but we’re going to prove
variety of locations potentially up 26, 2006, require that, at least for have left him paralyzed from the them wrong.”
and down the Shenandoah Valley. now, special living arrangements shoulders down.
Art, a vice president and civIs
it
unrealistic
to
believe
that
be
made.
A silent auction and some outright
il engineer at Chantilly-based
Among those non-military cov- ‘Bunky’ Woods will eventually
donations will help fill the till for
Burgess & Niple, and Bunky’s
a local hero and a family strug- ered arrangements is customiz- buck the medical odds and be able mom Connie, a teacher at Ressie
gling to come to terms with the ing a van with a wheelchair lift to shed the trappings of the pa- Jeffries Elementary School in
($39,000), and special fittings to ralysis he now suffers? His family
unexpected.
Front Royal, have pulled day and
and
friends
believe
not.
their
home’s
entrance
and
bathThat unexpected is a son struck
night shift duties at Bunky’s side,
Because where there is life, there
down in his prime by sniper fire on room to accommodate a soldier
See Bunky, pg. 5
a battlefield half way around the who upon his return home – hope- is hope;
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Indictments (from Pg. 2)
funds in or credit with such bank for the
payment of said checks in violation of
Section 18.2-181.1 of the Code of Virginia 1950 as amended.
Robert D. Vermilye On or about February 18, 2006, in the County of Warren,
did unlawfully, with the intent to defraud,
make, draw, utter or deliver to Peebles, a
certain check In the amount of $374.54,
drawn on Bank of America, while knowing at the time of said making, drawing,
uttering or delivering that he did not have
sufficient funds in, or credit with, such
bank for the payment of said check, in violation of Section 18.2-181 of the Code
of Virginia, 1950, as amended.
Robert D. Vermilye On or about February 20, 2006, in the County of Warren,
did unlawfully, with the intent to defraud,
make, draw, utter or deliver to Stokes
Mart, a certain check in the amount of
$419.87, drawn on Bank of America,
while knowing at the time of said making, drawing, uttering or delivering that
he did not have sufficient funds in, or
credit with, such bank for the payment
of said check, in violation of Section
18.2-181 of the Code of Virginia, 1950,
as amended.
William Dehart Jr On or about April
8th 2006 in the County of Warren did
unlawfully and feloniously operate a
motor vehicle after having been declared
an habitual offender and while the Order
of the Court prohibiting his operation remained in effect this being a second or
subsequent offenser in violation of Section 46.2-357 of the Code of Virginia
1950 as amended.
Claude William DeHart Jr., On or about
July 27 2006 in the County of Warren
did unlawfullY with the intent to defraud
make draw utter or deliver to Shenks a
certain check in the amount of $409.45
drawn on BB&T Bank while knowing at
the time of said making, drawing, uttering or delivering that he did not have sufficient funds in, or credit with such bank
for the payment of said check in violation of Section 18.2-181 of the Code of
Virginia 1950 as amended.
Danny Monroe Horne On or about August 12, 2006, in the County of Warren,
did unlawfully and feloniously drive or
operate a motor vehicle while under the
influence of alcohol, this being a fourth
offense committed within ten years of
three prior offenses under Section 18.2-

Warren County Report
Regina Frances Rinker On or about
June 9, 2006, in the County of Warren,
did unlawfully and feloniously possess
with the intent to distribute a Schedule
II controlled substance, to-wit: cocaine,
in violation of Section 18.2-248, of the
Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended.
Robert Edward Smith On or about
September 29, 2006, in the County of
Warren, did unlawfully and feloniously
drive or operate a motor vehicle while
under the influence of alcohol, this being a third offense committed within ten
years of two prior offenses under Section
18.2-266, in violation of Sections 18.2266 and 18.2-270 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended.
Robert Edward Smith On or about
September 29, 2006, in the County of
Warren, after having been previously
convicted of a violation of 18.2-266, did
unlawfully and feloniously drive or operate a motor vehicle during the time for
which the accused was deprived of his
right to do so because of said conviction,
in violation of Section 46.2-391(D) (2),
of the such motor vehicle in a willful and
wanton disregard of such signal so as to
interfere with or endanger the operation
of the law enforcement vehicle or endanger a person, in violation of Section
46.2-817 of the Code of Virginia, 1950,
as amended.
Wanda A. Brown On or about September 9, 2005, in the County of Warren, did
unlawfully and feloniously knowingly
make a false application for public assistance or falsely swore on a welfare application required by the Commissioner
of Social Services to obtain public assistance benefits, in violation of Sections
63.2-502 and 18.2-434, of the Code of
Virginia/ 1950, as amended.
Wanda A. Brown On or about September 23, 2005, in the County of Warren,
did unlawfully and feloniously knowingly make a false application for public
assistance or falsely swore on a welfare
application required by the Commissioner of Social Services to obtain public assistance benefits in violation of Sections
63.2-502 and 18.2-434 of the Code of
Virginia 1950 as amended.
Wanda A. Brown On or about January
5, 2006, in the County of Warren, did
unlawfully and feloniously knowingly
make a false application for public assistance or falsely swore on a welfare application required by the Commissioner

266, in violation of Sections 18.2-266
and 18.2-270 of the Code of Virginia,
1950, as amended.
Danny Monroe Horne On or about August 12, 2006, in the County of Warren,
after having been convicted of a violation of 18.2-266, did unlawfully drive or
operate a motor vehicle during the time
for which the accused was deprived of
his right to do so because of said conviction, in violation of Section 18.2-272 of
the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended.

January 17, 2007
and also did fail or refuse to perform
such promise and did also fail to substantially make good such advance, in violation of Section 18.2-200.1 of the Code of
Virginia, 1950, as amended.
Tiffany Lynn Painter, On or about May
14, 2006, in the County of Warren, , did
unlawfully and feloniously possess a
Schedule II controlled substance, to-wit:
Cocaine, in violation of Section 18.2250, of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as
amended.

James Russell Fincham On or about
March 10, 2006, in the County of Warren, , did unlawfully and feloniously possess a Schedule II controlled substance,
to-wit: Cocaine, in violation of Section
18.2-250, of the Code of Virginia, 1950,
as amended.

Martin Eugene Bosworth, On or about
September 12, 2006, in the County of
Warren, did unlawfully and feloniously
possess a Schedule II controlled substance, to-wit: Cocainef in violation of
Section 18.2-250, of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended.

James Edward Mahoney, On or about
February 17, 2006, in the County of
Warren, James Edward Mahoney, did
unlawfully and feloniously obtain from
Kevin and Edwina Baker, with intent to
defraud, an advance of $200.00 or more,
upon a promise to perform construction,
repair, or improvement upon a building
structure permanently annexed to the
real property of said Kevin and Edwina
Baker, and also did fail or refuse to perform such promise and did also fail to
substantially make good such advance,
in violation of Section 18.2-200.1 of the
Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended.

Mark Anthony Lewis, Jr., On or about
June 9/ 2006, in the County of Warren,
did unlawfully and feloniously possess
with the intent to distribute a Schedule
II controlled substance/ to-wit: cocaine,
in violation of Section 18.2-248, of the
Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended.

Jason Travis Crick , On or about September 24, 2006, in the County of Warren, did unlawfully and feloniously
break and enter the Warren County High
School, with the intent to commit larceny
therein, in violation of Section 18.2-91 of
the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended.
Jason Travis Crick On or about September 24, 2006, in the County of Warren,
did unlawfully and feloniously have in
his possession a tool, implement or outfit
with the intent to commit burglary, robbery or larceny, in violation of Section
18.2-94, of the Code of Virginia, 1950,
as amended.
Douglas Junior Moppin, On or about
May 16, 2006 through May 17, 2006, In
the County of Warren, did unlawfully and
feloniously obtain from Hilda Bean, with
intent to defraud, an advance of $200.00
or more, upon a promise to perform construction, repair, or improvement upon a
building structure permanently annexed
to the real property of said Hilda Bean,

of Social Services to obtain public assistance benefits, in violation of Sections
63.2-502 and 18.2-434, of the Code of
Virginia, 1950, as
amended.
Jeffrey Allen Fincham, On or about
September 24, 2006, in the County of
Warren, did unlawfully, feloniously
and maliciously attempt to cause bodily
injury to one T. A. McIntryre, with the
intent to maim, disable, disfigure or kill
said T. A. McIntyre knowing or having
reason to know that T. A. McIntyre was
a law enforcement officer engaged in the
performance of his public duties as a law
enforcement officer, in violation of Sections 18.2-51.1 and 18.2-26, of the Code
of Virginia, 1950 as amended.
Ulysses Samuel Broaddus On or about
August 5, 2006, in the County of Warren,
did unlawfully and feloniously possess
with the intent to distribute a Schedule
II controlled substance, to-wit: Cocaine,
in violation of Section 18.2-248, of the
Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended.
Charles Anthony Dean On or about August 5, 2006 in the County of Warren
did unlawfully and feloniously possess
with the intent to distribute a Schedule

See indictments, Pg. 12
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Bunky (from Pg. 3)
with some help from Bunky’s sister Mary Lou, since his return to
the states. His mom has taken a
leave of absence from work to be
with her son during the day, losing
her income in the process, and Art
often pulls the night shift at his
son’s side. Art Senior says father
and son have had serious discussions about future possibilities in
those late night hours.
“I’m doing the 7 at night to 7
in the morning shift, and a lot of
times when it’s just me and him
we talk about the hard stuff, like
‘what if I don’t get better’ and
those kinds of things. And it was
about two o’clock one morning
and I told him that I felt deep
down in my heart that he will get

Warren County Report
strength of character and the peak
physical and mental condition
Army Airborne Ranger School
added to that foundation that has
allowed his son’s recovery to this
point, and will allow Bunky to
continue that recovery to beat the
medical odds.
When Bunky knew he would
have to serve a second tour of duty
in Iraq he volunteered for Army
Airborne Ranger School and his
dad points out, “Give up is not in
their vocabulary.”
But that strength of character
didn’t originate in the Army or the
Rangers, his dad added.
“Even from the first grade he’s
had a good, positive mental attitude. He’s outgoing, has a great
sense of humor – he was named
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COURTESY PHOTOS/ART WOODS

The platoon Sgt. Bunky Woods repeatedly led into combat without casualties to all but himself gathers around their comrade
in arms after Woods’ was presented with his second Purple
Heart and the Bronze Star at Richmond VA Hospital.

there now and that the neurons
and the nerves aren’t firing down
through and I just think one day
it’s going to break through, and
we’ll see – but he is determined,
that is one determined kid.”
Love and Prayers
Besides amazement at his son’s
mental strength and determination,
Art Senior said he has been awed
by the community’s response to
Bunky’s situation.
“Just everybody I talk to and
come in contact with, I’m truly
amazed and humbled at the generCOURTESY PHOTOS/ART WOODS
Sgt. Arthur ‘Bunky’ Woods, right, with uncle Ross, left, and dad osity to our family, of our friends,
his comrades, people in the comArt at home prior to his second Iraq deployment in 2005.
munity and people we don’t even
better and get up and walk again. the class comedian in lots of difknow that are supporting us with
And he told me, ‘I do too, dad.’ ferent classes – and he’s just a
cards and letters and monetary
And I said, okay, if we both think great kid. He’s got a great outlook
contributions, but mostly saying
you’re going to get up and walk on life; his mom and I raised him
prayers for us.
again what’s your prognostication out there in the Rivermont Baptist
“I got an e-mail from the church
on how long it’s going to take be- Church and he’s got a good spiriI go to, the Shenandoah Valley
fore you begin to get up and prove tual and faithful foundation.
Baptist Church in Edinburg, that
those doctors wrong? And he said,
“When he got his trache out he there’s a Baptist Church in Canada
‘By the end of the summer.’ Now said, ‘Dad, God’s answering my
that’s been praying for us. And
that’s determination.”
prayers,’ as he was getting the when I sent pictures to them they
Art Senior believes it has been tubes out one at a time.
said about the whole congregaa combination of his son’s basic “We just think there is a barrier

tion got tears in their eyes because
they could finally see the face and
the person they’ve been praying
for – it’s just inspiring.”
But it is also the special attention of his son’s classmates, many
who will be offering themselves
up on that Feb. 10 auction block,
and their families, that has been
so special to the Woods family, Bunky’s father says. At a Jan.
10th organizational meeting for
the “Men with a Heart Bachelor
Action” it was noted that a former
classmate working in Oregon had
found out about Bunky’s situation
and gotten a commitment from
his company to contribute to the
event.
“At 24 years old he’s made an
impact and made a difference,
it just amazes me. When he was
a little kid growing up, I had no
idea in my wildest dreams that we
were going to raise a warrior and
someone with that kind of mental attitude and positive outlook
that would affect so many other
people’s lives. It just amazes me,
it truly does,” Art Senior said with
Bunky, see pg. 7
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Do you live, work, worship, or attend
school in Warren County? If so, then
you can join our growing family!
Come experience the
Credit Union Difference.
Two locations to serve you:

230 N. Royal Avenue
& 113 South Street in
Front Royal, Virginia

January 17, 2007

Italian Restaurant
“Authentic Italian Meals”

·
·
·
·
·
·

Pasta
· Pizza
Steaks
· Chicken
Veal
· Stromboli
Full Course Dinners
Beer, Wine & Cocktails
Banquets up to 100

A Great Taste from Italy to the Valley
Mon thru Thurs 11am - 10pm · Fri & Sat 11-11 · Sun Noon-10pm · Closed Tues

540-635-7133
865 John Marshall Hwy · Rt 55E near 522 Intersection
Member NCUA · In business since 1949 · www.frontroyalfcu.org
WARREN COUNTY BABE RUTH LEAGUE

(For players 13-16 living in Front Royal or Warren County)
P. O. Box 1811
Front Royal 22630
Registration Dates for 2007 Season
Players born before May 1, 1994 and on or after May 1, 1990 are eligible
Saturday, January 27, 2007 9-12 am
Saturday, February 3, 2007 9-12 am
Saturday, February 10, 2007

9-12 am

Registration Fee: $75.00 for first player
$125.00 for two or more players in one family
Sign-Up Location: Front Royal Volunteer Fire Department Hall
Commerce Street
Front Royal
Bring original or certified copy of birth certificate(s). It (they) will be
returned before you leave registration area.
Call Dave Gushee, 540-635-3679, if you’d ike additional information
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Bunky (from Pg. 5)
some emotion.
Friends for Life
Ryan Wines has known Bunky
Woods since they were kids. On
Dec. 26 Wines and 15 others
went to Richmond for a belated
Christmas Dinner with Bunky
at the VA hospital. Why have so
many friends been touched by 24year-old Bunky Woods?

Warren County Report
shows this hasn’t busted his spirit,” Wines said. “He still makes us
laugh and I think he does it just
as much for us as for himself. I
think he knows if he changed, we
wouldn’t know how to act.”
Wines said the idea for the
bachelor auction, of which he will
be a part, came from the desire of
so many of Woods’ friends and
former classmates to do something without necessarily having

ers in the Bible,” Art Senior says,
“and I told him, you know the
Lord never gives us more than
we can handle. And evidently He
must think we’re pretty strong
because this is a tough one. And
we’re getting through it – it’s still
hard but I know we’re going to do
it, I just know we are.”
Art said late February to early
March is the earliest his son can
expect to come home permanently
to continue his recovery.
And then maybe with just a little
luck, a lot of faith and strength of
will, not to mention the ongoing
love and support of family, friends
and community, we’ll see Bunky
Woods slowly but surely getting back on his feet and around
town as he readies himself for that
enrollment deadline at Virginia
Tech, say only a year or so behind
schedule.

Sales Staff
Needed
COURTESY PHOTOS/ART WOODS

They are, after all, Airborne Rangers - Sgts. Woods, right, and
Wheeler on a Blackhawk helicopter mission in Iraq.

“I don’t think Bunky has changed
one bit from the time we were
eight years old till now,” Wines
says. “He is genuine, he treats everybody the same no matter who
they are, He doesn’t beat around
the bush. He’s the most honest
and straightforward person, he’d
do anything in the world for you
and never expect anything in return – he’s always been like that.”
Wines said Bunky’s ongoing
strength, humor and concern for
others was exemplified during the
Dec. 26 visit to Richmond.
“Going to see him the day after Christmas, he hadn’t changed
a bit – he still pokes jokes, he
still makes fun, he still has fun. It

the funds to make a meaningful
financial contribution. The mother of another of Woods’ close
friends, Dusty Cornwell, Auction
Committee Chairperson Martha
Buracker, gets much of the credit for propelling the auction idea
forward, Wines said.
“She’s more or less the ringleader, she takes care of the paper work and most of the details,”
Wines said. “And you still have
Bunky’s sisters that are helping
as much as they can even though
they’ve got families.”
Family and Faith
“We are really strong believ-

Warren County Report is
looking
for
some talented
advertising
sales
folks!
Full or parttime. Please
call Paula for
information:
(540) 635-4835
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The “Men with a Heart Bachelor
Auction & Silent Auction” will
begin with a 7 p.m. social hour
at the Front Royal Company One
Fire Hall banquet room, Saturday,
Feb. 10. The auction will begin
at 8 p.m. with auctioneer Tom
Eshelman taking bids and Lonnie
Hill, WZRV Oldies 95.3 FM, as
Master of Ceremonies.
For information on how to participate or contribute to the “Men
with a Heart Bachelor Auction &
Silent Auction” contact Martha
Buracker, Chairman (540) 6361879; or committee members
Debbie Llewellyn, Silent Auction
636-6606; Heather Hadley, Date
Packages (434) 607-6801; Dusty
Cornwell, Bachelors 636-1102
or 683-1485; Chris Merchant,
Bachelors (540) 550-4172.
Among the help being sought
from the community are:
1/ bachelor sponsorships of
$200;
2/ donated items for date packages being arranged by organizers, including items such as restaurant gift certificates, concert,
movie or show tickets, golf packages, weekend getaways (oo, la,
la) and any other thing – usual
or unusual – one might do on a
date. Package commitments are
in the works from as far away
as Roanoke, Harper’s Ferry and
Charles Town;
3/ Cash donations to fill out any
date package holes;
4/ Silent Auction items, the silent auction will be held during
the social hour when prospective
bidders, bachelors and spectators
can mingle over hors d’oevres
and cocktails;
5/ single or legally separated
bachelors – the current age range
is 22 to 55;
6/ and single ladies to bid;
7/ Volunteers to help organize
and propel the event forward;
8/ and for those too shy or
out of town that day, General
Donations to the Sgt. Arthur
“Bunky” Woods Trust Fund, care
of Heather Tweedie, CPA, 316
Mountain Lodge Dr., Winchester,
Va. 22602.
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Town extends billiard parlor hours to 2 a.m.
‘Shotgun’ house permit request tabled for further legal review
By ROGER BIANCHINI
Warren County Report
At its first January meeting the
Front Royal Town Council approved the second reading of an
ordinance change allowing pool
halls and billiard parlors to stay
open until 2 a.m.
The request to expand the hours
of such businesses from the previous curfew of midnight was
brought by Breaktime Billiard
proprietor David Allan, who
had failed in earlier requests to
have such changes implemented
before previous councils.
Ironically, the two dissenting votes in the 4-2 vote of approval were Allan’s staunchest
supporters. Both Bret Hrbek
and Stan Brooks prefaced their
no votes by stating that they did
not believe any time restrictions
should be placed on billiards
operations that are not placed on
any other town business’s hours
of operations.
Eileen Grady agreed with
Hrbek and Brooks’ assessment
but said she would vote for approval so Allan could get the
extended hours he originally
sought in bringing the ordinance
change request forward.
At the first reading Mayor
James Eastham broke a 3-3 tie
on a motion by Hrbek to remove
all local ordinance restrictions
on billiards operations by stating the town must view such issues “from the lowest common
denominator” of potential op-

erations within its boundaries,
thus defeating Hrbek’s motion.
While no councilman said
Allan’s business caused such
concerns, the potential of seedy,
late-night pool halls run by or
for criminals hatching sinister
criminal plots against the populace of the town justified the
need for town ordinances on
top of any state or federal laws
against criminal activities.
Allan had told council during an earlier meeting he feared
competition from similar operations in the county’s new northside commercial malls where no
time constraints on pool halls
exist could eventually prove
fatal to his business. The council majority said should such
competition arise they would be
willing to revisit the issue.
Asked about that town stance
after the first reading on the two
hour extension, Allan said that
was fine if he was able to stay in
business long enough to survive
an initial loss of market share to
county operations, coupled with
the additional legal expense of
revisiting the issue for a third
time before council.
Shotgun shacks?
At that same Jan. 8 meeting,
council voted to table a request
for a special use permit to allow
construction of a single-family
dwelling on a non-conforming
lot on 16th Street.
Hubie Marlow, attorney for the
applicants, Chris and Tammy

Holloway, pointed out during
the public hearing that both the
town’s current Assistant Town
Manager for Planning Nimet
Soliman and former legal council Blair Mitchell had expressed
the opinion that the town was
legally obligated by its existing ordinances and prior approvals of similar special use
permit requests to approve the
Holloway’s request.
Earlier, Mitchell told council he feared the town could
buck Constitutional issues and
put itself in a position of having to purchase the property if
it refused to allow the owner to
make any beneficial use of it.
However, on the very day
Blair Mitchell assumed the
job of county attorney after resigning from the town post in
November, Brooks pointedly
disputed both the former town
attorney and Soliman’s opinions.
Brooks queried Soliman as to
town planner Therese Brown’s
opinion that approval was dependent on a number of factors,
not just the 90/60-percent rule
on floor/lot space and neighborhood compatibility Soliman cited in recommending approval.
Soliman agreed that the town
did have some leeway in interpretation on orientation and
house-to-lot size restrictions.
The Holloways had initially
proposed a smaller house to
conform better to the town’s lot
size guidelines but the planning
commission rejected that plan

as not conforming to the town’s
preferred house size guidelines.
That led to resubmission of
plan conforming to house size
guidelines – the current square
footage of the proposed home is
1,200 feet – but that led to the
lot size issues being raised.
Vice Mayor Tim Darr observed the Holloways seemed
to be caught in a Catch 22 on
which town standards to try to
conform to.
While the planners had skirted
the use of the term shotgun housing in discussing the proposal, it
was raised several times during
council’s Jan. 8 discussion.
Councilman Eugene Tewalt
observed that when he visited
the neighborhood he observed
shotgun housing on other blocks
in the neighborhood but not the
block the Holloways want to
build on. Two neighbors on the
block in question spoke against
the Holloways’ request.
Hrbek and Grady supported
approval of the request and they
observed there was no real conformity of lot and house sizes
throughout the neighborhood.
However, Brooks commented, “To say every 50-foot lot in
town is a buildable lot is a very
slippery slope.” Brooks suggested a tabling to get the additional
legal opinion of Interim Town
Attorney Bob Mitchell. After the
motion to table was approved, a
work session on the matter was
scheduled for Jan 17.
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County planners recommend increased Catlett Mountain
buildout on Llewellyn property - neighbors fume
By ROGER BIANCHINI
Warren County Report
By a 3-1 vote on Jan. 10, the Warren
County Planning Commission recommended approval of both rezoning and
conditional use permit requests that
would allow Brookfield Washington
Homes to increase an 80-unit by right
residential build out to a cluster housing
development of 150 homes off Catlett
Mountain Road.
In explaining their support of the request
to allow a larger build out in exchange
for a variety of proffers, now totaling approximately $3.8 million, the three planners voting to approve (Bower, Mabry
and Krum) cited a preference for more
homes tied to cash, land and central water
and sewer proffers versus the potential of
an 80-unit by-right build out dependent
on individual well and septic systems
with no proffers to the county.
As the proposal now stands Brookfield
and the county must get the Town of
Front Royal to agree to extend central
water and sewer for the project to proceed. Questioned by the commission on
their plan should the town refuse central
water and sewer, Brookfield attorney
Merle Fallon said the prospect of another
central water source would have to be
explored and the existing proffer package renegotiated, possibly leading back
to ground zero in the approval process.
The 203-acre parcel is owned by North
River District Supervisor Ron Llewellyn,
a contract partner of the national builder,
which has raised alarm bells with some
county residents. However, rather than
concentrate on who is involved in the
request directly or indirectly, neighbors
of the proposed subdivision along Catlett
Mountain Road have focused their criticism on two primary concerns – traffic
safety and pollution of the groundwater
at the site.
Pollution concerns and Brookfield
representative Brian Grezelak’s public
hearing admission his company would
not proceed with a by-right, well and
septic-based development makes the major rationale for the project – 80 by right
homes with no proffers to the county
versus 150 homes with a $3-million-plus
proffer package a moot point, neighbors
say.
“We on Oak Ridge Drive don’t agree
with the Planning Commission major-

ity’s assessment that it is an either/or
proposition,” neighbor and former Avtex
Redevelopment Advisory Committee
member Scott Dueweke said. “Portraying
this as a choice between 150 houses
with the proffer of being hooked up to
town water and sewer or 80 ‘straws in
the ground’ I think is a bit of a stalking
horse that isn’t really accurate because
this is sandwiched between the tongue of
toxic chemicals, mainly carbon disulfide,
a deadly nerve agent, from Avtex that
comes to the tip of that property – it’s
treated but it’s still there – and on the
other side you’ve got the old town dump,
an unlined dump that they talk about capping. Well (pun intended?), who cares if
they cap it or not if it’s not lined, which it
hasn’t been and it was closed, what 20 or
more years ago?”
It is the potential hazard created by
such long-term pollution in the area that
would make any builder reluctant to proceed with a well and septic development,
Dueweke believes. “Oh they (Brookfield)
made it clear they had no interest and I
don’t know why the planning commission keeps overlooking that and glossing
it over and making it an either/or choice?
Clearly, it’s not and clearly Brookfield
has no interest in doing this by-right on
wells and won’t do it.”
South River Planner Lorraine Smelser,
the lone dissenting vote (David McDaniel
was absent), agreed with Dueweke and
other neighbors’ assessments.
“I voted against it because of traffic
impacts to begin with, the roads are not
in any condition to handle even 80 [more
homes],” Smelser said. “I also don’t believe they would ever be able to build 80
by right just because of the conditions
of that property, the old dump, Avtex. I
think they’d have a hard time getting 80
homes there – anybody,” Smelser said. “I
think that in reality you might be looking at 25 or 30 homes eventually, totally,” Smelser added. She said that even
with a development of that size, she felt
state laws would mandate consideration
of a central water supply at the Catlett
Mountain site.”
Superfund intervention?
Drawing from his experience on
the Avtex Redevelopment Advisory
Committee, Dueweke also believes the
federal government might take a hand’s-

Courtesy photo

An accident over the weekend (Dec. 21) knocked over one of
the safety signs they put up after the last major wreck in the
same location.
on interest in the drilling of wells near
an area known to have been contaminated by carbon disulfides from a federal Superfund site, which the 467-acre
Avtex rayon and synthetic fibers plant
site across the Shenandoah River has
been since shortly after its 1989 closing
by state authorities for illegal dumping
into the river.
“If you look at what parties might
be interested in making sure that this is
safe for whoever would come in here and
drill a well and drink out of it and have
their kids drinking out of it, EPA could
be I believe . . . because that pollution,
that tongue of nerve agent [from Avtex]
goes right up to the [Catlett Mountain]
property and you combine that issue with
an old, unlined, unsafe municipal dump
with PCB-laden devices, old transformers in it – put the two together and that is
a toxic sandwich between the two.”
Supposition vs. reality?

However, Shenandoah District Planner
Harry Krum said he based his vote on
what is a known option rather than supposition. “That is all supposition,” he said
of Dueweke’s prediction of potential federal involvement over adjacent pollution
issues. “What is the reality? The reality
is they could build 80 homes. That land
is sitting there, it’s zoned for 80 houses.
Somebody can go and buy that property
and put 80 houses there and I don’t think
[the county] can stop them.”
Krum pushed hard to limit the annual
buildout to 30 units per year, 20 less than
the developer proffered for a three-year
period, after which they wanted no restrictions placed on numbers until buildout was achieved. The 30-unit condition
was part of the package the planners recommended for approval.

Catlett, see pg. 22
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A life worth living
By ROGER BIANCHINI
Warren County Report
In the main story in this issue about
Sgt. Arthur Leo ‘Bunky’ Woods pending
return home and the local efforts to make
that return as comfortable and affordable
as possible, his father, Art, recollected his
son’s sense of humor, which he pointed
out, led Bunky to be named class clown
on a number of occasions. After this past
weekend with his son, Art says he asked
Bunky what he remembered about growing up.

Airborne Division (Air Assault), after
volunteering for Ranger training after
finding out a U.S. Military stop-loss order
would lead to a second Iraqi tour of duty.
His dad reports Bunky’s goal was to be
in the same unit his grandfather was in
during World War II.
As one of two combat-experienced
member of his Airborne unit, Bunky
helped train his platoon before deploy-

The narrative summary for Sgt. Arthur
Woods IV Bronze Star Medal included
these words:

the Bronze Star,

“Sgt. Woods is the definition of what
all Rangers should be in combat. He possesses and demands high standards, trains
soldiers for combat, and completes every
mission. Sgt. Woods leads by example,
his professionalism and dedication to the

Army Commendation with 2 Oak Leaf
Clusters,

the Army Commendation with Valor,

Army Achievement with 6 Oak Leaf
Clusters,
Good Conduct,
Iraq Campaign Expeditionary,
Global War on Terrorism,
Korea Service,

“His first response was that he was tortured by two older sisters,” Art laughed.

Overseas duty,

No wonder the young Bunky developed
a sense of humor – it was a survival tool
that has stood him well and will continue
to. On the serious side, Bunky’s older sisters Heather and Mary Lou, senior by four
and five years (oww, it must have been
tough around age 4), respectively, have
expressed their great love for their brother
and aided in his care as they can.

NCO Professional Development,

Art Woods continued that his son recalled a youth taken up with a number
of interests other than surviving an early
combination of sibling rivalry and the
battle of the sexes. Among those was his
membership in Rivermont Baptist Church;
karate lessons with Art Drago at the Front
Royal Karate Club on Kidd Lane; Little
League Baseball; JV basketball and cross
county track at Warren County High
School; hobbies including Lionel trains
and building things with his dad; turkey
hunting and mud bogging with friends;
hiking and exploring the beautiful county
in which he grew up.

Airborne, Ranger, Pathfinder, Sniper,
Air Assault, Jump Master, Combat Life
Saving, Close Quarters Combat, and
qualified as an Expert with M-4 carbine,
M-9 pistol, Grenade launcher, and SKS
Sniper Rifle.

A record of honor
    Bunky’s military record includes three

d eployments, his dad points out. The first,
an 18-month stint patrolling the South
Korean/North Korean DMZ.
His second tour was as a gunner on
a Bradley Armored Personnel Carrier
with the 3rd Armored Calvary Regiment
fighting the uniformed army of Saddam
Hussein’s Iraqi regime.
His second Iraq tour was with the 101st

National Defense Medal.
Order of the Spurs with the 3rd Cavalry,
And the St. Barbara Medal.
Sgt. Woods trained in:

COURTESY PHOTOS/ART WOODS

Sgt. Arthur Woods with mom Connie celebrating his new Airborne Ranger tab around Christmas 2005 at Fort Benning,
Georgia. Woods later wrote his father, who pinned on his son’s
Ranger tab, “That was by far the proudest moment in my life,
it wouldn’t have been without you there.”
ment. His dad notes all other members of
Bunky’s platoon returned home safely.
“His primary function was Assault
squad leader,” Art Woods says, “however,
when Lt. Jesser was elsewhere Bunky
commanded the platoon. He had over
250 mounted and dismounted combat
missions, over 100 escort missions before
finally being wounded in action Aug 26,
2006.
“At the presentation award for his
second Purple Heart and Bronze Star
his CO, then Capt. Andrew Jesser said,
“Sgt. Woods was the heart and soul of
the platoon.”

mission. His warrior spirit inspires his
soldiers and others in everything they do.
His tactical knowledge and hard work
have ensured the success of the platoon,
its mission and saved lives. His actions
have greatly influenced his soldiers and
the people of Iraq. Sgt. Woods help set the
conditions for this to be a truly free Iraq.
Sgt. Woods is keeping with the finest traditions of military service and reflect great
credit upon himself, the Rangers, the 506th
RCT, and the 101st Airborne Division (Air
Assault), and the U.S. Army.”

The evening of Jan. 10, Art Woods attended his first organizational meeting of
the “Men with a Heart Bachelor Auction”
Organizing Committee. Later that evening
President Bush addressed the nation to announce the planned deployment of 20,000
additional U.S. troops to the 140,000 currently stationed in Iraq in an attempt to
stabilize an apparently deteriorating war
front. Two days later we asked Art Woods
about his thoughts on the perhaps ironic
timing of those two events.

During his service Sgt. Woods was
decorated with:

“I have mixed emotions about sending more soldiers over there,” he replied.
“I think we’ve got enough troops and
firepower over there to solve that problem if they’d just take the handcuffs off.
If somebody’s shooting at you from a
mosque or a place of worship that should
be fair game.

two Purple Hearts,

“The first time Bunky was over there he

Woods, see pg. 12
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The investigation continues into a garage fire that recently destroyed several vehicles at the residence of Donnie and Suzie
Poe.
Photos by Leslie Bennett.

Page 12
Indictments, (from Pg. 4)
II controlled substance/ to-wit: Cocaine
in violation of Section 18.2-248 of the
Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended.
Ray Lee Grim Jr. On or about December 3, 2006, in the County of Warren,
did unlawfully and feloniously drive or
operate a motor vehicle while under the
influence of alcohol/ this being a fourth
offense committed within ten years of
three prior offenses under Section 18.2266 in violation of Sections 18.2-266 and
18.2-270 of the Code of Virginia 1950 as
amended.
Ray Lee Grim Jr. On or about December 3, 2006, in the County of Warren, did
unlawfully and feloniously operate a motor vehicle after having been declared an
habitual offender and while the Order of
the Court prohibiting her operation remained in effect this being a second or
subsequent offense in violation of Section 46.2-357 of the Code of Virginia
1950 as amended.
Ray Lee Grim Jr. On or about December
3, 2006, in the County of Warren, having
been arrested for a violation of Section
18.2-266 Section 18.2-266.1 or a similar
ordinance of any county, city, or town,
did unreasonably refuse to permit a
sample of blood or breath to be taken to
determine the alcohol or drug or both
drug and alcohol content of the blood,
with said individual having been convicted at least twice of Section 18.2266
within the last ten years, in violation of
Section 18.2-268.3 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended.
Steven Randall Smith, On or about August 3, 2006, in the County of Warren,
did unlawfully and feloniously distribute
a Schedule I controlled substance, to-wit:
Heroin, in violation of Section 18.2-248,
of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended.
Rodger Lee Presgraves, On or about
August 18, 2006, in the County of Warren, did unlawfully and feloniously possess a Schedule II controlled substance,
to-wit: Cocaine, in violation of Section
18.2-250, of the Code of Virginia, 1950,
as amended.
Marvin Nelson Johnson On or about
July 27, 2006, in the County of Warren,
did unlawfully and feloniously assault
and batter Amy N. Grigsby, a family or
household member, having been previ-
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ously convicted of assault and battery
against a family or household member
within twenty years of this third or subsequent offense, and that each such assault
and battery occurred on different dates,
in violation of Section 18.2-57.2 of the
Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended.
Marvin Nelson Johnson, On or about
July 24, 2006, in the County of Warren, did unlawfully and feloniously take,
drive or use a certain vehicle of the value
of $200.00 or more, the property of Amy
N. Grigsby, without the consent of said
owner, in the absence of said owner and
with the intent to temporarily deprive the
owner thereof of her possession thereof,
in violation of Section 18.2-102 of the
Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended.
Marvin Nelson Johnson On or about
July 27, 2006, in the County of Warren,
did unlawfully, feloniously, and intentionally destroy, deface, damage or remove without the intent to steal, the real
or personal property of Amy N. Grigsby,
the value of or damage to such property
being $1,000.00 or more, in violation of
Section 18.2-137 of the Code of Virginia,
1950, as amended.
Marvin Nelson Johnson On or about
July 24, 2006, in the County of Warren,
did unlawfully violate a provision of a
protective order issued pursuant to Virginia Code Section 16.1-279.1 which
prohibited such person from contact with
Amy N. Grigsby, in violation of Section
16.1-253.2 of the Code of Virginia, 1950,
as amended.
Marvin Nelson Johnson On or about
July 27, 2006, in the County of Warren, did unlawfully violate a provision
of a protective order issued pursuant to
Virginia Code Section 16.1-279.1 which
prohibited such person from contact with
Amy N. Grigsby, in violation of Section
16.1-253.2 of the Code of Virginia, 1950,
as amended.
Marvin Nelson Johnson On or about
November 14, 2006, in the County of
Warren, did unlawfully violate a provision of a protective order issued pursuant to Virginia Code Section 16.1-279.1
which prohibited such person from contact with Amy N. Grigsby, in violation of
Section 16.1-253.2 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended.
Michael Antonio Craig, On or about
July 28, 2006, in the County of Warren,

did unlawfully and feloniously possess
with the intent to distribute more than
one-half (~) ounce but not more than five
(5) pounds of marijuana, in violation of
Section 18.2-248.1(a) of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended.
Michael Antonio Craig, On or about
July 28, 2006, in the County of Warren,
did unlawfully and feloniously possess
a Schedule II controlled substance, towit: Phencyclidine (PCP), in violation
of Section 18.2-250, of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended.
Michael Antonio Craig On or about
July 28, 2006, in the County of Warren,
did unlawfully, feloniously, knowingly
and intentionally possess a firearm while
simultaneously unlawfully possessing a
Schedule II controlled substance, to-wit:
Phencyclidine (PCP), in violation of Section 18.2-308.4 of the Code of Virginia,
1950, as amended.
Brandon Keith Lewis, On or about
August I, 2006, in the County of Warren, did unlawfully and feloniously possess a Schedule II controlled substance,
to-wit: Cocaine, in violation of Section
18.2-250, of the Code of Virginia, 1950,
as amended.
Daniel Wayne McDonald, On or about
June 15, 2006, in the County of Warren,
did unlawfully and feloniously possess a
Schedule II controlled substance, to-wit:
Cocaine, in violation of Section 18.2250, of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as
amended.
Higinio Santiago-Cipriano On or about
September 21, 2006, in the County of
Warren, did unlawfully and feloniously
possess with the intent to distribute a
Schedule II controlled substance, to-wit:
Cocaine, in violation of Section 18.2248, of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as
amended.
Peggy Sue Beck a/k/a Peggy Sue
Shideler On or about November 8, 2006,
in the County of Warren,
did unlawfully and feloniously possess a
Schedule II controlled substance, to-wit:
Hydrocodone, in violation of Section
18.2-250, of the Code of Virginia, 1950,
as amended.
Kevin M. Zimbro, On or about June 30,
2006, in the County of Warren, did unlawfully and feloniously possess a Schedule
II controlled substance, to-wit: Cocaine,
in violation of Section 18.2-250, of the
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Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended.
Coy Brasket Dye On or about September 26, 2006 in the County Warren, did
unlawfully and feloniously take steal and
carry away firearms belonging to David
Dye, in violation of Section 18.2-95 of
the Code of Virginia 1950 as amended.
Sonja Fields, On or about October 30,
2006, in the County of Warren, did unlawfully and feloniously fail to stop and
give aid and information after being involved In an accident resulting in property damage in excess of $1,000.00, in
violation of Section 46.2-894 of the Code
of Virginia, 1950, as amended.
Sonja Fields, On or about October 30,
2006, in the County of Warren, being a
parent of, guardian for, or person responsible for the care of A.C. a child under
the age of eighteen years, committed a
willful act or omission in the care of such
child that was so gross, wanton, and culpable as to show a reckless disregard for
human life, in violation of Section 18.2371:1(B) of the Code of Virginia, 1950,
as amended.
Sonja Fields, On or about October 30,
2006, in the County of Warren, did unlawfully drive or operate a motor vehicle
while under the influence of alcohol or
any other selfadministered intoxicant or
drug, in violation of Section 18.2266, of
the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended.

Woods, (from pg. 10)

was fighting Saddam Hussein’s
uniformed soldiers, later it was
a faceless enemy. You put a uniformed army in front of our military with tanks and airplanes and
ships there’s no country on this
earth that can stand up to us. You
put us in a situation where it’s urban
warfare and we have the handcuffs
on who we can shoot and when
we can shoot, it just makes the job
too hard.
“Bunky has said President Bush is
a good president and he knew what
he was fighting for over there . . .
I certainly support the President
because the country elected him to
that job to do his job and we’ve got
to trust him to do his job – we can
question it. And me personally, I
just question whether 20,000 additional troops is going to solve it.”
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Now Open!

Wyld Thyme Cafe
&
Wine Bar
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Del. Clifford L. “Clay” Athey, Jr.
18th District House of Delegates
Serving Fauquier, Frederick, and Warren County

“Refined American Cuisine”
Creekside Station
(across from Saturn of Winchester)
Open: Tues-Sat 11:30-9:00pm
Closed: Sun & Mon
Phone: 540-662-1535
Experience the warmth and relaxing “thyme” atmosphere and exceptional fine cuisine. Winchester newest wine bar is located at Creekside Station.
In addition to our regular dinner menu we feature daily specials
for lunch and dinner. See our Early Bird Fixed Price Menu Tues-Fri
from 4-7pm. Reservations recommended.
Planning a holiday event such as a luncheon, dinner, meeting, etc?
Give us a call! Gift certificates always available!

Sales Staff
Needed
Warren
County
Report is looking
for some talented
advertising sales
folks! Full or parttime. Please call
Paula for information:
(540) 635-4835

Stacey & I thank you for the opportunity to serve.
If I can be of any help, please contact me at (540) 635-7917,
			
in Richmond at: (804) 698-1018,
			
by E-Mail at: DelCAthey@house.state.va.us,
			
or by mail at:
PO Box 406, Room 510
						
Richmond, VA 23218
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Sheriff’s
Report

Warren County
Sheriff’s Department Report
Sheriff Daniel T. McEathron

Becky Whited
Warren County Sheriff’s Office

Administrative Assistant to Patrol
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The Creative Cook Your Horoscope
By Julia Merla
When pairing pasta with a sauce, remember that thin, delicate pastas, like angel hair
or thin spaghetti, are better served with light, thin sauces. Thicker pasta shapes, like
fettuccine, work well with heavier sauces. Pasta shapes with holes or ridges, like
mostaccioli or radiatore, are perfect for chunkier sauces.
Serving eight for dinner and need to know how many cups of pasta a pound will
make? Here are some general guidelines for measuring dry vs. cooked pasta.
(Shapes may vary in size according to the manufacturer, so use these measurements as generalizations.)
8 oz. uncooked small to medium pasta shapes = 4 cups cooked
(Examples: Elbow macaroni, Medium Shells, Rotini, Twists, Spirals, Wagon
Wheels, Bow Ties, Mostaccioli, Penne, Ziti, Radiatore, Rigatoni)
8 oz. uncooked long pasta shapes = 1 1/2-inch diameter bunch = 4 cups cooked
(Examples: Spaghetti, Angel Hair, Linguine, Vermicelli, Fettuccine)
8 oz. uncooked egg noodles = 2 1/2 cups cooked
The only time you should rinse pasta after draining is when you plan to use it
in a cold dish, or when you are not going to sauce and serve it immediately. In
those cases, rinse the pasta under cold water to stop the cooking process, and drain
well.
Today’s recipe is sure to please everyone in the family:
WAGON WHEELS WITH TOMATO ALE SAUCE
1 pound Wagon
Wheels, Rotini
or other medium
pasta shape,
uncooked
1/3 pound countrystyle turkey
sausage, casing
removed, broken
into pieces
1 tbsp. vegetable
oil
1 medium onion,
finely chopped
3 garlic cloves,
mashed
1 cup of ale
or beer, flat
1 28-oz. can
low-sodium
tomato puree
1/4 cup applesauce
1 tsp. salt
Freshly ground
black pepper
      to taste
1 small
bay leaf 		
In a large saucepan, cook the sausage over medium heat. Remove sausage with a
slotted spoon and reserve. Add oil, onion and garlic to pan. Cook over medium heat
until onions are translucent. Add the remaining ingredients and simmer over low
heat for 1 hour, stirring occassionally. Remove bay leaf and add the reserved sausage. Simmer until the sausage is heated through, approximately 5 minutes. Toss
pasta with sauce and serve with French bread. Yield: 4 servings.
(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.

By Charles Cooper
ARIES (March 21 to April 19) You’re tempted to give into grouchiness this
week. However, ask yourself if things are really so bad. Once you have that answer, your mood improves.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) You’re brimming with enthusiasm over a new
work project. It suits your skills quite well. By week’s end, you’re exhausted but
satisfied with your progress.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) A social obligation should be fulfilled. Although
you’re tempted to bow out, don’t. You just may meet someone quite interesting.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) You don’t like to take no for an answer. Pressing so hard, though, only has the opposite outcome. Lighten up, and you eventually
get what you want.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) A close friend has some disheartening news. If you
talk this through, you can both come to a mutually satisfactory conclusion. This
weekend, puttering around the house clears your mind.
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Distractions abound this week. Despite
this, you have the ability to focus well. Later in the week, a financial matter takes
precedence.
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) You’re itching to get away from it all.
While it would be nice, it’s not the best time. You’ll just have to wait until things
settle down.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) You’re hopping mad when a coworker questions your veracity on a certain matter. You don’t have to prove yourself. Let the person making the accusation come up with the goods.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) You’re back on track this
week, both at home and at work. As a result, you accomplish much. Feel free to
just kick back over the weekend.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) You need to exercise patience
this week. Flying about willy-nilly won’t get things done. Use a more measured
approach.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) This week, you allow an upcoming
social event to get in the way of your concentration. Get a grip on this. If not, you
could find yourself putting in some extra hours at work.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) A minor setback is just that - minor.
Where a friend is concerned, let bygones be bygones. This person didn’t intentionally offend you.
CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS: John Hurt, January 22; Richard Dean Anderson,
January 23; Neil Diamond, January 24; Corazon Aquino, January 25; Paul Newman, January 26; Bridget Fonda, January 27; Alan Alda, January 28.
(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.

The Green Thumb

The Home Handyman

When spreading fertilizer,
cover ends of the lawn first, then
go back and forth across the rest
of the lawn using half of the
recommended amount. Shut the
spreader off before reaching the
ends to avoid over-application.
Apply the other half of the fertilizer going back and forth perpendicular to the first pattern.

To increase cooling efficiency
and reduce power consumption on a
manual-defrost fridge, defrost it often.
However, DO NOT use a sharp object
to break up the ice. The refrigerant gas
travels through tubing molded into the
freezer box (evaporator), and is easily
punctured. Major repairs will be required to fix it, and if the fridge is not
unplugged immediately, moisture will
be drawn into the compressor. In this
case, it will certainly not be economical to repair.
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Through the cracks:
Capitol Hill budget accountability battle’s unintended
consequences
By ROGER BIANCHINI

Warren County Report

never be embarrassed to put his
name by the earmark to provide
dental care for the poor and the
needy – that’ a no-brainer – and
the Congressman will work to
help support the clinic in its efforts to get funding competitively
in ’07 funding and, if earmarks
are allowed in ’08 funding, would
probably work to get funding set
aside for them. It is just very unclear how and what will happen
in the coming months and years,”
Scandling said of the budget and
funding process.
One potential consequence Wolf’s
office fears is that should no earmarks be reallowed, smaller nonprofits and other entities will be
forced to compete with higher
dollar locales and organizations in
competing for grant funding, creating an uneven playing field for
those smaller, non-urban entities.
“Are some of these groups like the
clinic, are they going to be able to
invest the time and energy in writing grants not knowing whether
or not they’re going to get money
or not?” Scandling asks. He explained that while all such paperwork had to be filled out under the
prior funding system which included earmarks, “The difference
is they know they’re getting the
money, whereas in the competitive process they may get it, they
may not.
“So, it could potentially hurt localities, communities or volunteer
groups who may not have the expertise to do it,” Scandling concluded.

Small local non-profits such
as three Northern Shenandoah
Valley free clinics are among the
worthwhile services caught in the
middle of a Congressional battle
over funding accountability as
Democrats and Republicans adjust
to the new, if tenuous Democratic
majority in the U.S. Congress.
The loss of a previously anticipated $200,000 in grant monies
earmarked for free dental services
in Front Royal, Woodstock and
Winchester has come in the wake
of a decision to eliminate “earmarks” from 2007 federal funding
bills, 10th District Congressman
Frank Wolf Assistant Dan
Scandling explained this month.
While Scandling admits that additional transparency in funding
destinations to prevent abuses is
a worthwhile goal, he adds that a
hard-lined across the board decision such as has been made by the
new Congress is having immediate negative impacts on smaller
programs in smaller communities that no one is challenging the
worth of.
“What’s happened is earmarks
designed to help people are being cast in a negative light and
now this money is not going to be
available for groups like the dental clinics,” Scandling said from
Wolf’s Washington office. ‘The
new ethics package says that any
future earmarks have to be identified and the member has to put
their name on them, which is fine.
I mean Congressman Wolf would Grant seminars

In an effort to inform
constituents about the
federal grant writing process, Wolf will continue
to sponsor conferences
on that process. The next
one, Scandling said, will
be held on Jan. 29, in
Loudoun County.
“The conference is free
and open to any non-profit
organization or local government in the 10th District,” a press release from
Wolf’s office stated. “The
conference will be similar
to the grants workshop
Wolf hosted last March
and in the spring of 2004.
Both were hugely popular,
with more than 350 participants attending each of
the workshops.
“Representatives from the
departments of Education
and Health and Human
Services have been invited to speak about grant
writing and strategies for
successful applications.
The popular “Grants.gov”
Web site also will be discussed.   
“The conference will begin 10 a.m. at the Loudoun County Public School
Administration Building,
21000 Education Court,
Ashburn, Virginia. Attendance is limited to the first
400 people to register,” the
press release concluded.
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The Shenandoah Area Agency on Aging (SAAA) has just received word that
the incoming congress has announced that they will not include any congressionally directed grant funding, commonly referred to as “earmarks”. This
severely impacts our agency as Congressman Wolfe had proposed a spending
bill for the SAAA in the amount of $150,000. The loss of this earmark, along
with increased food and transportation costs has resulted in an estimated
$300,000 gap between projected SAAA client needs and SAAA funding.
As a result the Agency will be forced to make some major changes in how
it manages services. Effective immediately, there are waiting there are waiting
lists for all services. The Agency will also be forced to terminate the medical
appointment transportation & music therapy programs unless we get volunteers or donations to continue these programs. The SAAA will require clients
of certain services to pay all or a portion of these costs for these services.
The SAAA is pleading for the help from the public to raise the needed
funds. SAAA’s services help ensure a good quality of life for our Northern
Shenandoah Valley older neighbors by providing nutritious meals, in-home
help with the activities of daily living, transportation, music therapy, respite
care for those with Alzheimer’s or dementia, activities and meals at seven area
Senior Centers, as well as a host of other programs and services.
W e are offering several ways in which the public can help. The SAAA will
be holding its annual walk-a-thon on May 12,2007 . We need teams, sponsorship and volunteers to solicit donations for this event. The SAAA will also be
kicking off the National Meals for Wheels month in March with a promotion
featuring our area mayors working with the Meals for Wheels programs.
This year, along with “Mayors for Meals”, the SAAA will introduce its “Millions for Meals & Services” on March 1st. The premise of this promotion is to
collect 1 million signatures & 1 million dollars! This will be an ongoing event
until we reach our million dollar mark! We will be asking the community
for help and enthusiasm to support us in reaching our goal! Additionally, the
SAAA will be holding a fall event, to be announced later.
We are also looking for community members who would like to adopt a
senior or companies who would like to adopt the SAAA and help raise capitol
and awareness for our Agency.
The Staff and Board of Directors of SAAA working hard but we still need
your help. W e cannot do this alone. We are pleading for communities to
partner with us and make a difference to our older neighbors, families and
friends.
For more information on how you can get involved with one of our programs or if you have a plan you would like to implement yourselves that will
benefit the SAAA please call the Shenandoah Area Agency on Aging at 800883-4122 or 540-635-7141. We are in urgent need of your support and together
we can make a difference.
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FREE FEDERAL GRANT WRITING WORKSHOP
FOR NON-PROFIT GROUPS & LOCAL GOVERNMENTS PLANNED IN
LOUDOUN

Washington , D.C. - In an effort to help area non-profit organizations and local governments learn more about the federal grant process,
Rep. Frank Wolf (R-10th) will host a conference on applying for federal
grants January 29 in Loudoun County .
The conference is free and open to any non-profit organization or
local government in the 10th District. The conference will be similar to
the grants workshop Wolf hosted last March and in the spring of 2004.
Both were hugely popular, with more than 350 participants attending
each of the workshops.
Representatives from the departments of Education and Health
and Human Services have been invited to speak about grant writing and
strategies for successful applications. The popular “Grants.gov” Web site
also will be discussed.
The conference will begin 10 a.m. at the Loudoun County Public
School Administration Building, 21000 Education Court , Ashburn , Virginia . Attendance is limited to the first 400 people to register.
Groups interested in attending can contact any of Wolf’s offices or
register online at www.house.gov/wolf. Click on “Grants Conference.”
To contact Wolf’s offices by phone, call Washington (202) 2255136, Herndon (703) 709-5800, Winchester (540) 667-0990 or 1-800945-9653.
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Community calendar

Planning Commission Meeting

BAR Meeting

1/17/2007 - 7:00pm

2/13/2007 - 7:30pm

3/12/2007 - 7:00pm

The Front Royal Planning Commission
meets tonight in the Warren County
Government Center located at 220 N.
Commerce Avenue. Please click below
for the agenda for tonight.

The Front Royal Board of Architectural Review (BAR) meets tonight in the Warren
County Government Center located at 220 N.
Commerce Avenue.

The Front Royal Town Council meets tonight in the Warren County Government
Center located at 220 N. Commerce Avenue.

Town Council Meeting

PRESIDENT’S DAY - Town Holiday

1/22/2007 - 7:00pm

2/19/2007

The Front Royal Town Council meets
tonigh in the Warren County Government
Center located at 220 N. Commerce Avenue.

PRESIDENT’S DAY - The Town of Front
Royal Business Offices will be closed today.
Trash, Yard Waste and Recycling pick-up for
this day will be Wednesday, February 21,
2007.

The Front Royal Board of Architectural Review (BAR) meets tonight in the Town Hall
3rd Floor Conference Room locted at 16 N.
Royal Avenue.

BZA Meeting

3/16/2007 - 8:00am - 2:00pm

2/20/2007 - 6:30pm

The Browntown Community Center Association is sponsoring a Flea Market today.
Hunt for bargains among items generously
donated by our members. Lunch will be
available for purchase.

Heritage Banquet
1/26/2007 - 6:00pm
The Skyline Strutters Chapter of the National
Wild Turkey Federation is holding their
Annual Hunting Heritage Banquet tonight at
the Front Royal Fire Hall located on
Commerce Avenue. The Federation is a not
-for-profit organization dedicated to the
conservation of the American wild turkey
and the preservation of our hunting heritage
. This event is open to the public. For ticket
information please call Art Kasson at
(540)622-6103.
Blue Grass Night
2/9/2007 - 7:00pm - 10:00pm
The Browntown Community Center
Association is sponsoring a “Blue Grass
Pickin’ Night” tonight at the Browntown
Community Center. Only acousti
c instruments are permitted. All levels of
musicians are welcome. Food/drink is
available for purchase. Admission is FREE!

The Front Royal Board of Zoning Appeals
(BZA) meets tonight in the 3rd Floor Conference Room in Town Hall located at 16 N.
Royal Avenue.
Planning Commission Meeting
2/21/2007 - 7:00pm
The Front Royal Planning Commission meets
tonight in the Warren County Government
Center located at 220 N. Commerce Avenue.
Town Council Meeting

The Front Royal Town Council meets
tonight in the Warren County Government
Center located at 220 N. Commerce
Avenue.

Flea Market
3/23/2007 - 8:00am - 2:00pm

BAR Meeting

Flea Market

Flea Market
3/17/2007 - 8:00am - 2:00pm
The Browntown Community Center Association is sponsoring a Flea Market at the
Browntown Community Center today. Hunt
for bargains among items generously donated by our members. Lunch will be available for purchase.
BZA Meeting

The Front Royal Town Council meets tonight
in the Warren County Government Center located at 220 N. Commerce Avenue.
Blue Grass Night

The Browntown Community Center Association is sponsoring a “Blue Grass Pickin’ Night”
tonight at the Browntown Community Center.
Only acoustic instruments are permitted.
All levels of musicians are welcome. Food/
drink is available for purchase. Admission is
FREE!

The Browntown Community Center Association is sponsoring a Flea Market today at
the Browntown Community Center. Hunt for
bagains among items generously donated
by our members. Lunch will be available for
purchase.

3/13/2007 - 7:30pm

2/26/2007 - 7:00pm

3/9/2007 - 7:00pm - 10:00pm

Town Council Meeting
2/12/2007 - 7:00pm

Town Council Meeting

3/19/2007 - 6:30pm
The Front Royal Board of Zoning Appeals
(BZA) meets tonight in the Warren County
Government Center located at 220 N. Commerce Avenue.

Flea Market
3/24/2007 - 8:00am - 3:00pm
The Browntown Community Center Association is sponsoring a Flea Market in the
Browntown Community Center today. Hunt
for bagains among items generously donated by our members. Lunch will be available for purchase for purchase.
Town Council Meeting
3/26/2007 - 7:00pm
The Front Royal Town Council meets tonight at the Warren County Government
Center located at 220 N. Commerce Avenue.
Easter Egg Hunt
3/31/2007 - 2:00pm
The Warren County Parks and Recreation
Department is sponsoring an Easter Egg
Hunt today at the RES Youth Center located at Commerce Avenue/8th Street. The
doors open at 1:50pm. It is for children 10
years of age and under. It costs $5.00 per
child which includes a picture. For more information please call (540)635-7750.
Town Council Meeting
4/9/2007 - 7:00pm

Planning Commission Meeting
3/21/2007 - 7:00pm
The Front Royal Planning Commission
meets tonight in the Warren County Government Center located at 220 N. Commerce Avenue.

The Front Royal Town Council meets tonight in the Warren County Government
Center located at 220 N. Commerce Avenue.
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MAP GOES HERE!
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Open for lunch except Tues & Sun
Full menu until 1:30 AM every night!
Traditional homemade pub fare
We specialize in private parties!
Piccadilly Street in Winchester
(540) 665-0616

ENTERTAINMENT & FOOTBALL SPECIALS!
Sunday: Karaoke (15 cent wings for the game)
Monday: Karaoke (15 cent wings for the game)
Tuesday: Trivia ($2 burgers from 4-9 PM)
Wednesday: Karaoke ($2 sloppy joes 4-9 PM)
Thursday: Open Mic ($1.50 burritos 4-9 PM)
Friday: DJ Dance Party
Saturday: The Valley’s best bands and DJs!

MAP GOES HERE!

Coalie Harry’s Pub
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Catlett, (from pg. 9)
Traffic dangers
As for traffic, a significant increase
of local traffic along winding, narrow,
two-lane Catlett Mountain Road at the
edge of a steep ravine on one side and
deep ditch on the other makes approval
without major road improvements a potentially fatal mistake residents, including Linda Walker and Maziak Momeni
contend.
“Now what they have is a mistake,”
Walker said following the vote. “They
don’t build the roads before they allow
the people to come in here and build
houses and that’s what they need to do,
they need to make the builders fix the
roads before they build homes – period.”
Current residents living on or near
Catlett Mountain Road also called a late
increase of $50,000 in road proffers to
deal with projected traffic increases a
joke. “We spent $30,000 just leveling out
the hill a little bit for Oak Ridge Drive
just to make it a little bit safer,” Dueweke
said of his subdivision’s road. “There are
a couple critical turns that are blind, hairpin turns that people just hug on Catlett
Mountain Road. They would need to cut
into the hill, and put up guardrails – they
already put signs up. In fact, I believe
the near-fatal accident over the weekend
(Jan. 5) knocked over one of the safety
signs they put up after the last major
wreck there.”
“Those girls were lucky they didn’t
get killed,” several Catlett Mountain
Road residents observed of the Jan. 5
accident. Two teenage girls were able
to walk away with minor injuries after a
20-foot ride down the steep embankment
overlooking the Shenandoah River to the
east of Catlett Mountain Road. The driver, Nicole Dodson, 19, was charged with
reckless driving after losing control of
her 2000 Ford Contour on wet pavement
at one of Catlett Mountain Road’s sharp
turns. State Police investigators estimated
Dodson was doing 40 mph in a 35 mph
speed zone with neither drugs nor alcohol a factor in the mid-afternoon mishap.
The earlier accident referred to occurred
on Dec. 21 when a truck overturned into
a ditch along Catlett Mountain Road.
Both recent accidents occurred after
the planning commission’s public hearing on the Brookfield request, resident’s
pointed out.
“VDOT is being motivated by seeing
money they can use for their pet traffic

Warren County Report
light project at Route 619 and 340 that
has absolutely nothing to do with traffic safety concerns at this development
– zero,” Dueweke said of planning staff
discussion indicating VDOT was likely
to earmark at least $100,000 of the now
$150,000 in road proffers ($1,000 per
unit) to the Route 619/U.S. 340 intersection.
All of the approximately half dozen
neighbors who attended the Jan. 10 meeting said they would continue to oppose
the project as it comes before the board
of supervisors.

We welcome letters to the editor!
E-Mail:
editor@warrencountyreport.com
or
Mail to:

Warren County Report
122 W 14th Street
Box 20
Front Royal, VA 22630

Letters must include sender’s
name, address, & phone.
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New Local Sports Talk Show to Air

SportsRap is the area’s first (and only) local sports talk
show. It will be broadcast each Monday evening from 7-8pm
from Rock Harbor Bar & Grill at Rock Harbor Golf Course
in Winchester.
Mike O’Dell, one of the show’s hosts and General Manager
of Oldies Radio 95.3, stated that this program has been in the
works for the better part of 2 years. It started as part of a
lunch conversation and then took off from there. The whole
idea was to have a group of local sports fans and/or reporters
sitting around a table and talking about local sports. Not so
much the national stories people can get from ESPN and the
like, but more local high school and college sports.
O’Dell stated that the goal of the show is to give listeners more insight into the world of local high school athletics. Warren County, Strasburg, Clarke County, James Wood,
Sherando, Millbrook, Handley, and...coming soon....Skyline
High will be covered. And not just with football and basketball. It is the purpose of the show to give credit to programs
that don’t always get the press. We want to talk cross country,
volleyball, wrestling, tennis, etc. We plan to have a good time
doing SportsRap and it is our hope that the listeners have a
good time with it as well.

ON THE ROAD AGAIN!
LET ME TALK ABOUT TRAVEL!
By Glenn Arnette, III
You must be kidding! Travel now? That is impossible! I will probably be “un-decorating” the house and yard for the next
six weeks. Why did I decide to put up all of this stuff?
I truly think it is a sickness, and something must be done to stop this yearly excitement of new decorations, lots of lights,
more trees and yard ornaments. I am out of room. I go to throw something away, and everyone screams, “No, it could be worth
money on eBay; it is a collectible.” Please, someone out there find me a CURE.
Don’t get me wrong, I love Christmas. It is my favorite time of year, but when December 26 rolls around, I become Scrooge
of the “Christmas Carol.” Today, it took me four or five hours just to clear the yard. By the time I finished, I was throwing trees,
breaking lights and pouring sweat. The Christmas spirit is over!
This year, I really tried to do wonders with the holidays. Next year, forget it! I am “leaving on a jet plane” and I have no idea
“when I will be back again!” I am going to Colorado for the month of December, spend all my money on the hotels and enjoy
decorations that I do not have to touch. Just imagine getting up on Christmas morning, having a breakfast served to you, skiing
all day, and then have a hotel present you a feast for your Christmas dinner. I say this every year, but this time, I am going to
do it. No Christmas parties to plan and no rush trying to wrap all the packages. If a store does not wrap, you will not get it!
I am begging that all stores give up the idea of “Christmas in July.” Each year, this sets me off. It starts the wheels of the
brain spinning and planning what I can do to be more decorated for the year ahead. I will not do it! So, goodbye decorations!
As a matter of fact, someone just stopped by and took two of those outdoor spiral lighted trees I just put in the garbage, and
away she went. Now, I am beginning to wonder if I have done the right thing ... HELP!
Until next time, enjoy your new year! Visit our website at www.travelstorymagazine.com or e-mail me with your thoughts
to VGArnette3@aol.com.
(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.
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The News at Noon
&
The Valley Today
The award winning “News at Noon”
30 minutes of LOCAL news
Weekdays at 12:05 pm

· tourism

· public safety
· health

· local leaders

· issues

· business
· round tables
· education

· politics

· philanthropy

The award winning “The Valley Today”
30 minutes of LOCAL interviews
Weekdays at 12:30 pm
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Prayer and pool halls
A conversation with Front Royal Town Councilman Bret Hrbek
This conversation aired on The Dan McDermott: Okay. Now is this goNews at Noon on WZRV 95.3 ing to be, I guess, nondenominational or
is it going to be -- what do you anticipate,
FM and WFTR 1450 AM
Dan McDermott: Front Royal Town
Councilman Bret Hrbek thinks there
should be a prayer or a moment of silence
at the beginning of each Town Council
meeting. He told the Council this week
he intends to draw up a resolution so it
can be voted on. Joining us live in the
studio to talk about that and some other
transactions from this week’s meeting,
Councilman Bret Hrbek. Councilman,
welcome.
Councilman Bret Hrbek:
Dan.

Thank you,

Dan McDermott: Okay. Why don’t you
explain what motivated you, how you
think it will help?
Councilman Bret Hrbek: Well, it’s a
coincidence that the Northern Virginia
Daily had the article about the prayer at
meetings on that day; I had not seen the
paper yet. But it came to me after about
six months of serving on the Council,
there seemed to be something missing
during our meetings between the pledge
and our role call; and that was some kind
of acknowledgment of something bigger than us and help us guide and do
the right thing in our meetings and set a
tone for our meetings. I think it’s pretty
standard practice. Our Congress opens
with it, our Supreme Court opens with it,
I would assume our General Assembly
opens with it and many of our local jurisdictions open with a prayer or some kind
of acknowledgment of a divine guide for
our meetings and for our town and to set
the tone not only for our meetings, but
for the town. I mean, if we’re looking
at turning to our spiritual God, whether
you’re Christian or Jewish or some other
faith or no faith at all and turning just
to nature or to yourself for meditation,
I think it just sets the right tone for our
meeting and for the leadership for the
community.

a moment of silence or bringing in different heads of different religions in each
week?
Councilman Bret Hrbek: What I’m going to suggest is that each one of us -- the
Clerk assign each one of us a meeting
that it’s our turn to lead either a prayer
or lead a moment of silence or to invite a
member of the clergy from the community or from a surrounding community or
a member of the citizenry that wants to
come and lead a prayer, whatever faith
they are. So whether Episcopalian or
Methodist or Catholic or Jewish or Muslim or no faith at all and they want to just
stand there and ask for a moment of silence. My purpose is to allow each councilman and the Mayor, when it’s their
turn, to have that opportunity to decide
which direction to go.
Dan McDermott: Once you open it up
you have to open it up to everybody. I
remember a story in Virginia at a prison
they have chaplains, and a woman was
hired and she was member of the Wiccan
Church, and so folks were complaining
about that. They explained -- not to cast
any dispersions on that religion, it’s sort
of an earth based thing, I’m not really sure
what it is, but I’d like to learn more about
it. But in anyway she explained that the
chaplain doesn’t really preach what they
believe as much as they administer the
religious programs in the prison. What
do you do if a non-traditional, controversial pastor wishes to offer a prayer?
Councilman Bret Hrbek: Well, we welcome them to participate in this. I have
to respect the idea, I mean, it’s established in our founding documents and
what American is, that we all have the
right to worship as we please. As in any
kind of government entity, I’m not going
to force you to worship the way I want
you to worship, so I certainly will respect
your ability and we’re going to open it
up so all citizens feel included in this, I

mean that’s the whole point. Will I be
mouthing the words to that prayer of a
Wiccan or praying to a Allah or something like that, no. I probably be saying
my own prayer to myself or listening and
being respectful for it and I would expect
that same respect back when I am saying a prayer or asking a clergy member.
Frankly I would suspect that I would
probably be inviting one of the Rabbi’s
from the synagogue in Winchester to
come down and speak. Because although
we don’t have any Jewish members on
our Council, or I don’t know that there’s
any synagogues in the community, there
certainly are Jewish member of our community and we obviously have a well
established Christian community here in
the -- just look around because of all of
the number of churches. So I would expect that we’re probably going to fall in
line with the main line religions because
I think that’s the dominant faith of our
community.
Dan McDermott: This is not without
precedent?
Councilman Bret Hrbek: No, it’s not.
The Supervisors did it for a long time
and the School Board has a moment of
silence from what I understand and as
the Northern Virginia Daily pointed out,
this has gone to the Supreme Court of the
Commonwealth of Virginia to determine
what’s allowed and what’s not and that
just tells you right there that a lot of other
communities in the State have been doing it.
Dan McDermott: Okay. In Front Royal
-- lets switch topics.
Councilman Bret Hrbek: Okay.
Dan McDermott: In Front Royal, pool
halls are not allowed to operate after
midnight. You could bowl, you could
play tiddlywinks, tennis, whatever, you
can drink a Long Island Ice Tea until
1:55 am. Why was pool picked on?
Councilman Bret Hrbek: Well, this is

my Heaven and Hell thing I guess, huh.
From what I understand back when we
had an establishment called the Black
Hole, which was a haven for drugs and
many other things, the Police Department requested that this kind of law go
into effect to help them shut that place
down. Now I don’t know if that’s 100
percent accurate, that’s my understanding. None the less it’s on the books at
12:00 pool halls had to shut down. There
was a request to move it to 2:00 and I
suggested that we just go ahead and just
eliminate the ordinance to begin with,
because I don’t see that there’s any reason why we should be targeting any kind
of business and tell them when they can
and can not be open. You can bowl at the
bowling alley, but if there’s a pool table
there they have to shut that off. It’s like
when you go into a state that doesn’t allow alcohol sold on Sunday and you see
the rope across the alcohol line in the
grocery store on Sunday. So that part
of the bowling alley’s not allowed to be
used.
		
It doesn’t make sense for us to
target one business and say you are a bad
business and we’re going to tell you. It’s
a very nanny state about it, something
very nanny state about that whole idea of
regulating businesses. I can operate until
all hours of the night if I want to, giving
investment advice and you can play (indiscernible - ringing), could play cards,
but you can’t bowl -- I mean, play pool
that sounds a little ridiculous to me
Dan McDermott: Okay. So they voted to
rescind it, but you (indiscernible - ringing), Councilman Brooks voted against
the rescindment. Explain that.
Councilman Bret Hrbek: Two weeks
ago at our first reading of the ordinance I
proposed that we eliminate the ordinance
all together and that lost in a tie vote and
the Mayor voted against it. Then the -- I
think it was Councilman -- or Vice Mayor Darr that made a proposal -- or resolution to amend the ordinance to make it

Hrbek, see pg. 26

January 17, 2007

Warren County Report

Page 25

Groundbreaking for hospital facility
Despite legal wrangling, outpatient services will be moved by 2008
By ROGER BIANCHINI
Warren County Report

the move began in 2004 during development of a Strategic
Facilities Plan for the hospital’s
future. The services relocating
to the new location are primarily
outpatient services and therefore
don’t require a hospital location,
Nolan explained.

Despite being mired in a
court battle over ownership
rights to a small corner of
the property that will house
Warren Memorial Hospital’s
new Ambulatory Care Center,
“Those two departments pargroundbreaking
ceremonies ticularly (occupational health
proceeded as planned the after- and outpatient physical therapy)
noon of Jan. 16.
weren’t really designed for the
The property is located off the space they have in the current
west side of Commerce Avenue hospital, so this is going to give
at its intersection with Laura them an opportunity to design
Virginia Hale Way just south of the space so it better meets their
Southern States near downtown patients’ needs and is going to
Front Royal. The new building, make parking a heck of a lot
scheduled to open in January more available. The parking
2008, will house the Occupa- here is going to be wonderful,
tional Health, Physical Therapy which also will reduce a little
and Occupational Therapy de- bit of our parking problem at the
partments currently located at hospital,” Nolan said.
WMH and provide space for
“Once physical therapy is
physician offices.
moved into the Ambulatory
In opening remarks at the Care Center, we’re going to be
groundbreaking, Front Royal able to expand the laboratory
Mayor James Eastham said the into that space. The laboratory
relocation of the hospital out- is the only department in the
patient services would “anchor hospital that’s never moved. It’s
our downtown area and assure been there since 1951,” Nolan
its continued vitality for years observed.
to come.”
Moving those services from
the hospital will open up more
space at Warren Memorial for
essential lab functions WMH
President Patrick Nolan said
just prior to opening the 1 p.m.
groundbreaking ceremonies.
Nolan said preparation for
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Officials from Warren Memorial Hospital, Valley Health, the
town and county prepare to break ground (and heave it at your
intrepid photographer) for a new Ambulatory Care Center off
of Commerce Avenue near downtown Front Royal.

now,” Nolan stated.

That issue involves a portion of the property’s south end
where a local business, Team
Electric, has set up a business
site. Attorney Hubert Marlow,
representing the property owner
and Team Electric, claims a legal right of “adverse possession”
based around the length of time
the space has been utilized by
adjacent landowner, Lillian S.
Fox, the mother-in-law of Team
Electric President Bruce MoLegal distraction
nismith. That usage is claimed
back to 1974, according to legal
“Regarding our legal issue, filings in Warren County Circuit
lines have been drawn in the Court.
sand so to speak by both sides
“They’re claiming some
and its in the hands of the lawuse of that space over a certain
yers and the legal system right
amount of time and that they

have legal right to it and we
disagree with that . . . It would
affect some parking and some
buffer and landscaping areas and
is something we certainly need
to work through,” Nolan said of
the disputed land.

Sales Staff Needed
Warren County Report is looking for
some talented advertising sales folks!
Full or part-time.
Please call Paula for
information:
(540) 635-4835
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Hrbek (from pg. 24)

until 2:00. Which then passed at that time,
Councilman Brooks was the only one that
voted against it. At the second reading of
that ordinance I said at the meeting that -- because I knew -- I had a feeling that
it was going to pass that I would take the opportunity -- it was a luxury to be able
to do this, take an opportunity to have a protest vote and vote against it because I
believe we should get rid of it totally and not just extend the hours until 2:00.
Dan McDermott: Well you drew more attention to it by doing so. So -Councilman Bret Hrbek: Well, so I hope it’s a lesson that we can all learn and government shouldn’t be in the business of regulating business hours when it doesn’t
make any sense.
Dan McDermott: Okay. It is ironic that you’re introducing prayer into meetings
and defending pool halls. Bret Hrbek is an investment advisor with Edward Jones
Investments in Front Royal and he’s a member of Front Royal’s Town Councilman
and he’s been in the paper a lot this week.

Chart Busters
TOP SINGLES
1. “Irreplaceable” BeyoncŽ (Columbia) Last Week: No. 1
2. “Say It Right” Nelly Furtado (Mosley) No. 2
3. “Fergalicious” Fergie (A&M) No. 3
4. “We Fly High” Jim Jones (Diplomats) No. 4
5. “I Wanna Love You” Akon Featuring Snoop Dogg (Konvict/Up Front/SRC)
6. “Smack That” Akon Featuring Eminem (SRC) No. 8
7. “My Love” Justin Timberlake Featuring T.I. (Jive) No. 10
8. “It Ends Tonight” The All American Rejects (Doghouse) No. 12
9. “How to Save a Life” The Fray (Epic) No. 9
10. “Keep Holding On” Avril Lavigne (RCA) No. 5
TOP COUNTRY SINGLES
1. “She’s Everything” Brad Paisley (Arista Nashville) Last Week: No. 3
2. “Want To” Sugarland (Mercury) No. 1
3. “My Wish” Rascal Flatts (Lyric Street) No. 4
4. “Watching You” Rodney Atkins (Curb) No. 5
5. “Amarillo Sky” Jason Aldean (Broken Bow) No. 10
6. “It Just Comes Natural” George Strait (MCA Nashville) No. 6
7. “My Little Girl” Tim McGraw (Curb) No. 2
8. “Tim McGraw” Taylor Swift (Big Machine) No. 8
9. “Before He Cheats” Carrie Underwood (Arista) No. 7
10. “Alyssa Lies” Jason Michael Carroll (Arista Nashville) New Entry
TOP DANCE/CLUB PLAY
1. “Ring the Alarm” BeyoncŽ (Columbia) Last Week: No. 3
2. “So Excited” Janet Featuring Khia (Virgin) No. 5
3. “I Believe” Georgie Porgie (Live) No. 1
4. “Borderline” Jody Watley (Avitone) No. 6
5. “When You Were Young” The Killers (Island) No. 2
6. “Lost Yo Mind” Pepper Mashay (Live) No. 4
7. “U + UR Hand” Pink (LaFace) No. 7
8. “Love’s the only Drug” Ultra Nate (Silver Label) No. 8
9. “We Ride” Rihanna (SRP/Def Jam) New Entry
10. “Melt with the Sun” Amber Featuring Sweet Rains (JMCA/Promo) No. 17
TOP VIDEO RENTALS
1. Little Miss Sunshine starring Steve Carell (Fox Searchlight) Rated: R
2. My Super Ex Girlfriend Uma Thurman (Fox) PG-13
3. Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man’s Chest Johnny Depp (Walt Disney) PG-13
4. Talladega Nights: The Ballad of Ricky Bobby Will Ferrell (Columbia/Sony)
PG-13
5. The Devil Wears Prada Meryl Streep (Fox) PG-13

January 17, 2007

FINANCIAL FOCUS
Going to Work for Yourself? Plan Ahead
Are you thinking of striking out on your own and joining the growing ranks of the self-employed? It’s an exciting — and possibly a little
scary — prospect. But you can remove some of the fear by doing
whatever you can to prepare yourself financially for life as an entrepreneur.
What steps can you take? Here are a few to consider:
• Save as much as you can. Ideally, you would want to have a couple
of years’ worth of living expenses saved before you go solo. But that’s
a pretty tall order for most people. And if you have a spouse earning a
good income, you may have less need to put away a large sum. Nonetheless, it’s almost always a good idea to save as much as you possibly
can before becoming your own boss.
• Think twice before cashing out a retirement plan. If you’re leaving a
job that provided you with a 401(k), 403(b) or 457(b) plan, you might
be tempted to cash out your account to help pay for the transition to
the world of self-employment. However, try to avoid this move. By
liquidating your employer-sponsored plan, you will face early withdrawal penalties if you are younger than 59-1/2, and income taxes,
too. Just as importantly, you will be depleting a valuable resource for
your retirement. If at all possible, try to find other sources of income.
For example, you may want to consider a home equity loan; interest
rates on these loans are usually competitive, and your interest payments may be tax-deductible. Be aware, though, that you will be using
your house as collateral, so make sure you can afford the payments.
• Consider opening a new retirement plan. Once you make the jump
to self-employment, start thinking of what type of retirement plan you
might want to choose. Fortunately, you have some attractive options
that offer both tax advantages and a wide range of investment choices.
If your business has no employees except yourself and possibly your
spouse, you may be able to establish a SEP IRA or an “Owner-only”
401(k). If you will have employees, you might want to consider a
SIMPLE IRA or a “Safe Harbor” 401(k). Your tax adviser and investment professional can help you choose an appropriate plan.
• Pay yourself a regular “salary.” Depending on what type of business you are opening, you may well experience an uneven flow of
income — which could, at times, force you to dip into your long-term
investments to help you meet your daily and monthly expenses. To
avoid this potential problem, consider paying yourself a regular “salary” out of your business’s earnings. It’s crucial that you live on a
pre-agreed amount — even if the only person you have to agree with
is yourself. Too often, entrepreneurs use up one month’s “paycheck”
and then have nothing left in the next “down” month. But if you have
the discipline to stay within the income you’ve allotted yourself, and
your business succeeds, you should eventually build up a cash cushion
that can be used for emergencies or investments.
Your career as an entrepreneur can be rewarding in many ways — and
you’ll enjoy it even more if you make the right financial moves.
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Letters to the Editor
Editor:
I think Delegate Clay Athey’s planning proposals are brilliant and past
due.
As a former Urban Planner for the
City of Los Angeles specializing in
growth management, I would add that
urbanized counties must have capital
improvement plans to expand water,
sewer, and electric arteries into areas
targeted for future growth. Future infrastructure should be sized to accommodate the land use density allowed
by the Master Plan. These Infrastructure have their own funding sources
and don’t require proffers.
Some counties have encouraged
sprawl by down-planning allowable
land use densities. These down-plans
should be reconsidered in targeted
development areas with adequate infrastructure. More apartment and
townhouse construction should be
encouraged. All new development in
targeted growth areas should be connected to local water, sewer and power infrastructure [no wells or septic
tanks].
The Commonwealth of Virginia
should reconsider allowing farms to
be subdivided “by-right”
into residential properties with wells
and septic tanks. This is a serious
cause of sprawl.
Future density should be accompanied by building adequate county
traffic infrastructure [with public sidewalks and bike-ways] and practical
public transportation. Some of this
cost can be proffered.
You mention “affordable housing”,
but a large portion of commuters can’t
afford to be Home-OWNERS. Working class people need affordable housing to shorten their work commutes as
well. The quickest way to keep housing affordable to working class people
is to raise the Minimum Wage. This
will increase the amount of housing
closer to a persons job which they can
afford to rent.
In addition, the state should develop a program to encourage/subsidize
affordable apartment
construction for working class persons

in urbanized counties.
With gas prices decreasing, it is a
good time to reconsider a gasoline tax
increase for NEEDED transportation
improvements [i.e., for projects whose
cost has already been projected in the
Capital Improvement Budget]. Transportation funds should be earmarked
for transportation spending, and NOT
borrowed/diverted for other pet projects.
The movement of containerized
and commercial truck traffic through
the state [and related congestion] is
one that should probably be addressed
on a state-wide basis.
I think these ideas leave plenty of
room for local officials to make planning decisions which are appropriate
to the needs and character of their local communities.
Sincerely,
Scott Rittenhouse
Front Royal, VA
Editor:
As a retired Lt Col in the U.S. Air
Force, I was thrilled when Congress
passed an amendment to the Defense
Authorization Act this year protecting military families from predatory
payday lenders. I am well aware of the
threat these money traps represent to
young military and their families, who
with steady paychecks and the expectation that they will pay their bills on
time, make perfect targets for these legalized loan sharks.
We hope the problem will be
solved for the military once this measure takes effect. But from what I have
learned in my current role as Executive Director of the Shenandoah Area
Agency on Aging and as president of
the Virginia Association of Area Agencies on Aging, I am also acutely aware
that military families are not the only
population targeted by abusive payday
lenders. Predatory lending threatens
all of us, and our aging neighbors are
especially vulnerable to their tactics.
According to an industry-funded

study, fifteen percent of payday borrowers are 55 years old or older. (Cypress Research Group, “Payday Advance Consumer Satisfaction Survey,”
May 2004). Another study found that
10 percent of payday borrowers are
55 and older. (G. Elliehausen & E.C.
Lawrence, “Payday Advance Credit
in America: An Analysis of Consumer Demand,” Georgetown University, McDonough School of Business,
Credit Research Center, 2001.) Even
at this conservative estimate, approximately 45,000 senior citizens living in
Virginia are already trapped in payday
loans, paying an estimated $17.7 million per year in fees.
And the trend could get worse, as
more people moving into retirement
age are exposed to payday lending
– it’s a relatively new business and
a combination of having no cash reserves and being exposed to the lure of
quick cash makes people vulnerable.
Speaking of a lack of cash reserves,
more than a third of seniors depend on
Social Security benefits for virtually
all of their income. Over half of older
African-American women live in poverty. And with the trend away from
forced savings, more seniors will be
at risk of being financially insecure in
the future.
Falling into the payday lending
debt trap is easy to do. It may begin
with an unexpected medical emergency, or the need to help provide for a
grandchild, or even a jump in heating
costs. Borrowers almost always expect to be able to pay off the loan on
its due date, but, as so often happens,
when a senior’s monthly check comes
he or she finds that there is not enough
to pay off the loan and still have
enough to make it another month. The
payday borrower offers borrowers the
chance to pay another interest payment, which is usually about $45 for
a $300 loan, and renew the loan.
This is how the cycle begins, but
according to the Center for Responsible Lending, only one percent of
payday loans are paid off for good the
first time. The remaining 99% become
revolving debt. Many borrowers can
keep up with the interest for a while,

but the principal remains the same.
They get further behind, and often go
to another payday lender in a desperate attempt to catch up.
Seniors with payday loans visit the
lenders each time they receive their
social security checks in the mail. If
they do not, lenders can deposit the
signed personal checks they have on
file to secure the loan, and the borrowers will be suddenly stripped of
the cash they need to survive. It is not
uncommon for a collector to threaten
borrowers with jail if they do not either
pay off or renew the loan on time.
Payday loans are designed with this
trap in mind. The lenders do not take
partial payments, because if their customers can pay off their loans in full,
the lenders cannot continue collecting interest indefinitely. These interest
rates of 400 percent per year mean that
a payday lender would collect $1200
in interest for a payday loan of $300
that was carried for one year.
Fortunately, Virginia has an opportunity to put an end to this abusive lending practice and protect our
seniors and working families who are
living paycheck to paycheck. During the 2007 General Assembly Session, our local elected legislators will
consider a bill which would repeal the
Payday Loan Act of 2002 and make it
illegal for these predatory lenders to
operate in Virginia.
The Payday Loan Act of 2002,
which opened the door to the boom
in payday lending across the state,
should never have been enacted into
law. Even the Act’s original sponsor
agrees this was a mistake. States such
as North Carolina, West Virginia, and
Maryland already outlaw these abusive loans. It is time for the Commonwealth to follow suit.
Our older residents need and deserve our protection. Please urge your
state representative to support the repeal of the Payday Loan Act of 2002.
HELEN M. COCKRELL
Executive Director
Shenandoah Area Agency on Aging
207 Mosby Lane Front Royal, VA
22650
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A refugee’s story:
Afghan native finds a happy home in Warren County
By ROGER BIANCHINI
Warren County Report
While some face war out of a sense of
duty, patriotism and service, other have
no choice – they are born into it. One
such war refugee, a beautiful, young girl
named “Sweetie,” has found refuge in
the home of a Warren County couple,
David and Corinne Linebach, after an
unlikely journey that began in a war
zone halfway around the world.
Corinne Linebach, proprietress of The
Daily Grind in Royal Plaza Shopping
Center, explains that a comment to
a friend noting that she and her husband were seeking to replace a dog
they had lost put them in contact with
Browntown resident David Freese.
“I lost a 13-year-old Bassett Hound,
she was my baby,” David Linebach
says. “She died in 2002, 2003, and I
just wasn’t ready to have another dog
right away. So, there came a point a
year ago or so, in the fall of 2005, that
Corinne was just sort of mentioning it to
people at the coffee shop. And somehow
through people knowing so and so it got
back to David Freese and he’s the one
who called me and said, ‘Oh, I have this
dog in Afghanistan, are you interested?
She is such a sweet dog, her name is
Sweetie, I have her sisters.’ I said it
sounds interesting, we’ll consider it.”
A few pictures were forwarded by
Freese, whom the Linebachs hadn’t
previously known, arrangements
were made at no cost to the adopters and Sweetie was on her way to
the Shenandoah Valley by way of
Washington Post editor Pam Constable’s
international war zone pet adoption program.
“And she was sweet and timid because she was scared to death,” David
Linebach says of the dog he first encountered. We brought her in on a
Thursday night, Friday morning Corinne

left for New York for the weekend and
I’m home alone with this new dog,”
David, who is legally blind, said of
Sweetie’s first day in the Shenandoah
Valley. “And she doesn’t know what’s
going on and I don’t know what’s going on. And the second night it got real
windy and the kitchen door apparently
wasn’t closed all the way, it blew open
and she was out. It was 9 or 10 o’clock
at night, dark – and I thought, this is it,
I’ll never see her again.”
Freese called some neighbors to see if
they could spot her to no avail.
“Well, an hour later I saw her sitting out
in the front. I went outside and stooped
down and she came crawling up to me
and I brought her in. I was amazed that
in just 24 hours after all she’s been
through, she knew to come back here,”
David said. “I truly thought that was the
end, that we’d never find her and nobody would be able to catch her because
she’d be afraid of everybody. But she
amazed me.
“Interestingly, she came crawling up
like she thought she was going to get
beaten, which was sad. David [Freese]
was telling me how one time he heard
her yelping out in the alley [in Kabul]
and he went out and these Afghan kids
were on a bicycle literally trying to run
her down, they thought it was a game.”
The Linebachs said that most of
Sweetie’s initial and sometimes severe
adjustment issues, including varying
between timidity and aggression toward
strangers – she became very protective
of David, Corrine notes, likely sensing
his visual handicap – rampant furniture and fixture chewing, as well as a
Houdini-like ability to escape one effort
at caging her inside when they were
away, were solved by making her primarily an outdoor dog.
“One time she chewed a window sill to
get out, she was downstairs for awhile
and she pulled the door frames off the
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David Linebach tries to reassure a protective Sweetie that all
media is not evil.

doors. So, she doesn’t want to be in. We
figured out we needed to come up with
another plan because the first one wasn’t
working. And this has worked fine,
she’s happy; the only thing she would
love better is not to be on a leash. But I
think we finally come up with a solution
everybody’s happy with – oh, Corrine
still calls her Cujo sometimes – but I
don’t feel like I’m punishing her and
she doesn’t act like she’s being punished
and it’s worked out well. I have to confess, more and more I’ve gotten attached
to her,” David says.
That attachment has come despite the

early, often mutually traumatic adjustment issues, which actually brought
Sweetie to the attention of the production staff of National Geographic Station
dog behaviorist Cesar Milan. While the
California-based “Dog Whisperer” show
wasn’t able to coordinate an early 2006
visit east to allow Cesar and Sweetie to
meet during her tumultuous adjustment
period, his staff maintained contact
and has expressed an ongoing interest
in Sweetie’s status. Dog trainers attached to the U.S. Customs Department
headquarters in Harmony Hollow also

Sweetie, see pg. 29
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took an interest in Sweetie’s adjustment
issues, this reporter discovered on an
early visit to meet Corinne at the Royal
Plaza Daily Grind.
“She trusts us now, she knows its her
home,” David says. “But we did start a

Warren County Report
on-one walk with the new guy.
The walk was very successful. We
flushed what appeared to be an egret
from a nearby creek, sent some ducks
swimming to the other side of their pond
as Sweetie ignored their presence in
favor of some serious sniffing of critter
scents in grass clusters and finally en-

the intervention of Browntown resident
David Freese, stationed in Afghanistan
on non-military business, saved Sweetie
and two of her sisters, Snow and Sky,
from the onset of a harsh 2004-05
Afghan winter. Their story began on a
rainy, December night in 2004 when
Freese observed a small white puppy
lapping at brown, snowy slush by the
side of a footpath before disappearing
across a rainy field into the uncertain
darkness of the Afghan landscape.
Freese explains that his initial impulse
to abort his trip to a nearby base for a
gym workout and follow the puppy was
tempered by the possibility the field
was mined. But after being assured
by nearby Italian soldiers several days
later that the field was de-mined, Freese
followed what he took to be the same
white puppy on their second encounter.
Freese described what he found on the
other side of that desolate landscape.
“Buried in a snow drift, I found six
beautiful puppies, crying, playing, and
shivering,” he recalled. Accepted by
the litter’s mother because he began
returning each day with “cooked rice

Page 29
began plunging and icy rains began
falling with regularity Freese became
increasingly concerned over his new
family’s survival. But it wasn’t only the
weather that was of concern.
“One afternoon, there were several
wild, wolf-like dogs circling the little
nest-like area the puppies’ mother had
made out of the blankets I had brought.
Occasionally one would dart in toward
the litter, I imagine, in search of a quick
lunch, and the beleaguered mother
would chase off the intruder.” One day
shortly thereafter as temperatures dipped
into the teens, Freese decided he had to
make a move.
“One evening the puppies were actually
cold to the touch, with their fur turning
into little icicles. I scooped up the two
smallest into a box, took them home
and over several weeks nursed them to
health.” Freese explains he chose the
two smallest because he felt their chances for survival in the wild were the slimmest. On America’s golden shores some
might ask why Freese did not return and
take in the whole litter and their mother.
In the more subsistence level existence
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Sweetie chows down on one of three media
bribe biscuits that ingratiated your intrepid
reporter enough for a one-on-one walk on first meeting.
‘Sweetie Survivors Club,’ David joked.
“But what we’ve found is that if you’re
a dog person, she warms up very quickly. If she senses fear or hostility she’ll
react very negatively. But now that she’s
out more she’s a lot happier.”
Close encounters
Forewarned that Sweetie would likely
greet the media like all visitors, with
some distrustful barking and growling, this reporter kept his distance until
David arrived with some dog biscuits,
not to bribe the media, but rather for the
media to bribe his dog. Emboldened by
the early success of this tack – she ate
all three – I volunteered to take her for
a short walk around the neighborhood.
After David removed her yard tie and
leashed her, he handed the leash to me
as an excited Sweetie made down the
driveway. Momentarily taken aback
when she glanced over her shoulder to
see only the new stranger behind her,
Sweetie began to veer off into the front
yard before deciding to chance a one-

countered another dog, whom David later described as one of spayed Sweetie’s
neighborhood “boyfriends.” Back on
the home turf, David retied her in the
backyard, after which Sweetie came up
very socially sniffing my hand and leg,
before settling down with what I’d call a
smile on her face.
“That’s it, I’ll have to tell Corinne you
are on the Sweetie Survivors Club list –
the first man too!” David noted. Having
lost the old “Newshound,” Sasha the
dog a year and a half ago, I volunteered
to be a regular guest walker as schedules
permitted. “Anytime, she seems very
comfortable with you now, that walk did
wonders,” David replied.
The long and winding road
Despite the happy ending to that media encounter, the circumstances of
Sweetie’s birth didn’t bode well for her
or her siblings’ survival beyond infancy.
In fact, the fate of Sweetie’s mother and
three of her litter is unknown. However,
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Unlike many in the spotlight, Sweetie loosens up after a walk
with a local reporter.
and ground beef, clean water and a huge
supply of blankets,” Freese found himself with an unexpected extended family
that distracted him from the loneliness
of his distant assignment far from his
own home and hearth.
The following month as temperatures

of a great portion of Afghan society,
“people don’t adopt dogs,” Freese explained. Taking on the expense or responsibility of a purely domestic animal
seems a frivolous exercise in self-indulgence to people worrying over the daily

Sweetie, see pg. 33
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THUNDER ROAD By Zane Binder

‘07 SATURN AURA
When Saturn was organized by General Motors, its executives pledged
the fledgling firm would be “a new kind of car company.” As the decades
wore on, it became obvious Saturn’s autonomy slowly eroded. Now, though,
Saturn’s begun marketing a family car aimed directly at Honda’s Accord,
Toyota’s Camry and Volkswagen’s Passat. Surprisingly, it’s almost its rivals’ equal, a gigantic leap forward not just for Saturn, but GM itself!
Outside, the Aura is sized within an inch or two of its major competitors.
Conventionally styled, its underpinnings also form the basis of Saab’s 9-3,
Pontiac’s G6 and even Chevrolet’s Malibu. However, Saturn’s engineers
have given it a unique personality with a modicum of European vehicle
“feel.” This front-driver boasts standard cloth seats, comfortable ones with
the driver’s side power operated. It’s also height-adjustable and incorporates
a lumbar support. In back, there’s decent legroom surrounding the split/fold
down bench. There’s a between-seats console and a glovebox without a
lock; the cupholders need work, but the powerpoints are convenient. The
dash includes a paucity of analog gauges, control operability smoothness is
mediocre, and the trunk is medium-size.
Dual front, side, head and side impact airbags are standard, as are 4wheel disc antilock brakes. Stability Control, a tire pressure warning system, daytime running lights, a burglar alarm, speed-sensitive rack and
pinion tilt/telescope power steering, adequate air conditioning with a dust
and pollen filter, electric mirrors/locks/windows, OnStar, cruise and keyfob
entry with “remote start” will also please.
Underhood, the Aura is powered by a 3.6 liter, 252 HP V6 with 4 valves
per cylinder and variable timing. It’s smooth and quiet with decent topend power. Performance from 0-60 was measured at 7.3 seconds; fuel efficiency using unleaded regular was observed at 17 city and 25 highway
(EPA 20/28). Both the real-world performance and efficiency figures are
competitive. Towing capacity is 1,000 pounds.
The Aura’s suspension is 4-wheel independent. The ride is stiffer than
you’d expect but in no way objectionable. Handling benefits from the tautness and rates above average, but this isn’t a sports car. The turning circle,
at 41 feet, was disappointing. The all-season tires were surprisingly sticky.
Quality control throughout this 3,547-pound vehicle was well executed.
At $24,600 and $3,000 less for the base model, the new Aura is bargain-priced. General Motors at last has produced a vehicle that’s within a
whisker of its overseas competition!
Opossum@ix.netcom.com
(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.
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Dear Uncle Blunt

Poor Rix’s Almanac

DEAR UNCLE BLUNT:
I’m worried about my 28-yearold daughter. She recently gave birth
to her first child, and we were all
thrilled. However, she seems to take
no joy from this at all. She’s surly
and nasty to everyone around her,
and I worry about my granddaughter. My son-in-law is worried too. I
remember how tired I was as a new
mother, but this is different. Do you
think she should see a doctor? A
friend told me it could be postpartum depression, but since I never experienced that, I can’t really relate.
WORRIED
DEAR WORRIED:
Yes, by all means, get your daughter to a doctor. Now! It sounds like
these personality changes and mood
swings are unlike her. I’m not a doctor, and I won’t pretend to tell you
exactly what is happening with your
daughter, because I don’t know.
However, common sense tells us
that throughout (and after) the entire birth process, a mother’s body,
weight, and hormonal levels change,
and these changes can be quite pronounced.
Is it postpartum depression? Well,
postpartum depression is a very real
condition. Still, only a physician can
give you a correct diagnosis. In the
meantime, there are many resources
on the Internet that can give you
extensive information, what to expect, and many answers to all the
questions you and your family have.
Simply type “postpartum depression” in a web search engine (Yahoo,
Google, etc.).
The arrival of a newborn means new
challenges and an entire change in
the daily routine. There are sleepless
hours for new mothers and fathers,
feedings, diaper changing, etc. So,
no doubt, it can wear on a person.
The bottom line is, don’t ignore, second-guess or self-diagnose the situation. Make an appointment with your
daughter’s physician and get her the
medical attention she needs.
E-mail your questions to Uncle Blunt
at: uncleblunt@dbrmedia.com

By Rix Quinn

(c)2007 Uncle Blunt
Dist. by DBR Media, Inc.

WRITING IDEAS for professionals and students. Order Rix Quinn’s
book, “Words That Stick,” from Amazon.com.
Dear Poor Rix: It’s really cold in my
town. What can I do for fun this time
of year? - Don
Don, it’s cold because it is winter. If it
were hot, we would worry that there’s
a hole in the ozone layer. But the ozone
layer is invisible, so it would be really
hard to find the hole.
For winter amusement, many people
ski. That’s fun if you like to go downhill really fast. Poor Rix does not ski,
because he is going downhill fast
enough already.
In icy weather, it’s unwise to water ski.
Not only is it hard to stay up, but falling on a frozen lake is quite painful.
If you hate cold weather sports, you
might go to an indoor boxing match or
basketball game. (Sometimes, you can
see both events at once.)
Yes, cold weather can be brutal, but
just think how tough our ancestors
had it B.C. (before central heating).
Houses got so cold at night, folks invented windows just so they could
close them.
And think about long winter travel before cars. What if your wagon wheel
fell off? What if your horse ran away?
Or, what if you got stuck outside in the
snow and your CD player broke?
Don, Poor Rix is convinced winter is
like a bad date. It’s cold, it’s unpleasant, and it seems like it lasts forever.
Poor Rix offers bad answers to good
questions. E-mail him at
rixquinn@charter.net.
(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.

The Mechanic’s Corner
The cost of fuel nowadays is high
enough to force us not to neglect the
maintenance that’s needed routinely on
our cars. Minor things, such as underinflated tires, poor wheel alignment,
worn spark plugs, and even a loose gas
cap, will waste fuel. Millions of gallons of gasoline are vaporized into the
atmosphere annually due to neglect.
You should also be aware of other gas
wasters, such as dirty oil and filter, and
a transmission that slips. Attending to
regular maintenance on your vehicle
will save you a lot of money.
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South Warren Ruritans!

PAULA CONROW

Lloyd Baltimore (top left) was presented a certificate of appreciation from the Shawnee Ruritans,
Hollis “Buck” Sealock and Joe Sickle (top right).
”SBG” aka Soggy Bottom Girls Sing Blessings of God

The South Warren Ruritans met during the holidays to install new
officers and present awards. The officers for 2007 are Randy Clark,
president; Deborah Clark, vice president; Jack Armentrout, secretary;
Jack Pennington, treasurer. Lloyd Baltimore was presented a certificate
of appreciation from the Shawnee Ruritans. The distict governornor of
the Rappahanock District, Jan Sickel was in attendance to present Hollis
“Buck” Sealock the Tom Downing Award, a distinctive honor named
after one of the founding fathers of Ruritan National. Fewer than 1%
of ruritans are Tom Downing Fellows. This involves a single lump sum
contribution of $500.00 to the Tom Downing Fellowship Fund.
The Ruritan Club is a civic service organization made up of local
clubs in urban and rural communities. The difference between this
organization and other civic organizations, according to Jan Sickle, is
that Ruritans don’t do much on a national level, instead each club looks
to its own community as to the needs of that particular community. The
purpose is to create better understanding among people and through
volunteer community service to make our local communities better
places in which to live and work.
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You Don’t Say!
The caterpillar of the monarch butterfly will eventually multiply its original weight by 2,700 times. If a 7-pound newborn
human gained weight at the same rate, as an adult, it would
weigh well over 9 tons.
***
Lyndon Baines Johnson was so obsessed with secrecy that he
often wrote “burn this” on personal letters.
***
Dennis Quaid, Val Kilmer, Kirk Douglas, Walter Huston, Victor Mature, Jason Robards, and Caesar Romero have portrayed
Wild West dentist Doc Holliday in films.
***
Actor Robert Mitchum served time on a Georgia chain gang as
a teenager. He had been arrested for vagrancy
***
“King Kong” is the first movie to have its sequel (“Son of
Kong”) released the same year (1933).
***
During World War II, Ellis Island in New York Harbor was a detention center for illegal or criminal aliens already in the United
States. The Coast Guard also trained recruits there. Following
the war, fewer people were detained, and the facility was closed
in 1954. New Jersey has sovereignty over most of Ellis Island.
***
Executives work an average 57 hours a week, but just 22 percent say their hours are a major cause of stress.
***
Species of coffee trees can grow as tall as 32 feet, and their
leaves can range in color from purple to yellow. Green is the
predominant color, however.
***
The king crab walks diagonally.

Blue Ridge Educational Center
321 South Royal Ave.
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FLICKS
THE THREE MARIAS
by Sarah Linwood
Revenge has through the ages been shown ineffective as a cautionary.
One of the best examples is President Abraham Lincoln’s treatment of Jefferson Davis following the Civil War. As president of the Confederacy, he
led the South into the nation’s bloodiest, most sectarian conflict. When
General Robert E. Lee surrendered in Virginia, Lincoln faced a dilemma:
hang Davis or try and heal the nation’s wounds as quickly as possible. He
chose the latter course, confining Davis to his Gulfport, Mississippi home
for just three years. The decision proved a correct one for the nation, but in
day-to-day life, brutality is the usual course of action. Nowhere is this more
thoroughly explored than in “The Three Marias,” a Brazilian film with English subtitles that proved a hit on the film festival circuit. It’s now available
on DVD for about $27.
The story, or rather the cinematography, opens strongly with a male
and female figure animatedly arguing beneath a huge, impossibly shaped
rock formation. We soon learn the two middle-aged figures, Carlos Vereza
(“The First Day,” “Midnight”) and Marieta Severo (“A Fit of Rage”) were
lovers more than three decades ago. Each moved on and started families
with someone else, but Vereza never recovered from being spurned. The
meeting was about getting back together, but Severo wouldn’t entertain the
idea.
Soon after, Severo’s husband and sons are brutally slaughtered. Severo
has absolutely no doubt about the suspect’s identity; she can’t let the murders go unpunished.
Severo, a religious woman left with three grown daughters, calls them
to her home. There she broaches a plan, one in which each of the trio is to
seek a hit man to ensure her old lover and his family get what they deserve.
However, it isn’t as easy as it sounds!
How Severo knows about Brazil’s apparently abundant hit men isn’t
made clear, but she tells her daughters exactly who should do the job and
where to find them. One is an honest police officer who’s handy with a
knife and the second, a Bible-quoting snake handler who superstitiously
hasn’t spoken to a woman since his mother died. The third is a jailed and
disfigured killer known as “the Devil’s Horse.”
It’s here things begin to unravel. One of the hit men, for example, slays
the wrong man. The other two have troubles of similar magnitude.
Directing (and the apparent screenplay writer) the R-rated, 90-minute
“Three Marias” is Aluizio Abranches (“A Fit of Rage,” “Move Over, Partner”). A graduate of the London Film School, he uses the players to best
advantage. The pacing, however, is slow, the sets almost repulsive and the
cinematography mostly shot through drab color filters.
“The Three Marias” is worthwhile for its acting, but its entertainment
value is low. It revolves around a universal emotion, revenge, and definitely
isn’t a “feel good” flick.
The cinema is available everywhere; visit www.empirepicturesusa.com
for more information.
Opossum@ix.netcom.com
(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.
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Sweetie, (from pg. 29)
nourishment and survival of wives, parents and children. Freese believed taking
home more than two “pets” jeopardized both his living and security situations.
However, he said that he tied pieces of muslin with his name and phone number
around the remaining puppies’ necks in the hope someone might report their fate
to him if they were taken in, possibly by soldiers stationed in the area.
No such call was ever forthcoming and Freese will never know if those first two
puppy sightings that led him to the litter and eventual adoption of the dogs he
named Snow and Sky “for where I found them” were of one of his dogs or one of
the more robust littermates whose fates remain a question mark.
But that brings us back to the story of one of those puppies Freese was forced to
leave behind.
“Two weeks after saving Snow and Sky, I was surprised one day when one
of my guards told me that a ‘look-a-like’ dog had taken up residence in the alley
behind my apartment, living under the guards’ hut. Lo and behold, one of the litter had followed us home and ‘moved in’ outside. Tattered it was and my name/
phone number were long washed out, but the cloth I’d put around their necks was
still there,” Freese said. “As much as it pained me not to take in a third dog, I
knew if I did I risked having all my guards quit, plus, I share a yard with someone
who isn’t quite as fond of the canine species as I am.”
But Freese cajoled his guards into allowing the third dog, tagged “Street Dog,”
to remain under their shed. He kept Street Dog supplied with water, bones and
toys in her alley lair through the spring of 2005. Over that time, she must have

been doing something right – Street Dog’s name morphed into Sweet Dog.
Buoyed by her street dog freedom, as summer arrived Sweet Dog began
following Freese to work each day. Despite enlisting his guards’ help to try
to contain her to the lightly trafficked alley, Sweet Dog managed to use the
guile that brought her to his doorstep to continue accompanying Freese into
the busier section of Kabul.
“When I’d leave at night, whether it was 6 p.m. or 10 p.m., Sweet Dog
would be waiting, tail wagging.”
When Freese left country for a trip home in August 2005, Sweet Dog
was boarded at a Kabul animal shelter known as “Tigger House” founded
by Washington Post editor Pam Constable. Constable has become active
in facilitating war zone pet adoptions from her postings around the world.
During her two-month stay at Tigger House, Sweet Dog’s name morphed
one more time, to Sweetie. Sweetie was brought back to the U.S. through
Constable’s pet adoption program and Constable was preparing to try to
place Sweetie in the U.S. when Corinne Linebach’s comment at her Royal
Plaza Daily Grind Coffee Shop got back to Freese during a visit home, leading Sweetie back to where this story began – safe, sound and loved near the
banks of the Shenandoah River in Warren County.

Page 33

Royal Broadcasting Aquires PA Station
Royal Broadcasting, Inc. has announced the signing of an
asset purchase agreement to acquire WHYL-AM, 960am licensed to
Carlisle, PA, from Route 81 Radio, pending FCC approval.
Route 81 Radio CEO Ira Rosenblatt and Royal Broadcasting
President Andrew Shearer state the sale provides both the station and
the community an opportunity to build upon WHYL’s commitment
to service.
“Under Route 81 Radio’s stewardship, WHYL has again become a significant servant to the local audience and community. I
intend to continue to strengthen that service,” said Shearer. Shearer is
originally from the Carlisle area, having been born in Carlisle Hospital
and graduated from Cumberland Valley High School.
“Andrew and I are both believers in local radio,” stated Rosenblatt. “I’m very confident we have found a buyer who will continue
that local involvement.”
Royal Broadcasting also operates two stations in the northern
Shenandoah Valley of Virginia, WZRV-FM and WFTR-AM. Both
stations were acquired in August, 2000. “The Winchester – Front
Royal radio markets are great places to be involved. I’m excited about
coming back to south central PA and being similarly involved,” offered
Shearer.
WHYL-AM broadcasts at 960 kilocycles with a power output
of 5,000 watts. The station features long-time local personality Ben
Barber, along with local news and sports, Hershey Bear hockey and
WGAL-TV8, and ‘Your Kind of Music’.

Melting Pot Pizza
Serving the Valley since 1972
Eat In · Carry Out · Delivery· Open 7 Days Late
ABC ON
Pizza, subs, salads, wings & more!
Lunch Specials· Mon - Fri from 11 am - 3 pm
“ON RT 522 & 340”

540-636-6146
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Quotes

The Savvy Senior
By Carol Martin

1. What 1978 Vietnam film got Meryl Streep her first best supporting actress Oscar nomination?
2. What U.S. state saw the birth of Apple Computer in 1976?
3. What underfunded presidential candidate was often cut off during 1948 radio speeches for not paying his bills?
4. What 1,037-page novel was billed as “A complete vacation for
$3”?
5. What landlocked sea does the Volga River empty into?
6. Who was the first female Native American to appear on U.S.
currency?
7. What can you make about a pound of from 200,000 stamens of
crocus flowers?
8. What stolen work of art prompted French police to enlist the aid
of fortunetellers and clairvoyants in 1911?
9. What 1974 Lynyrd Skynyrd hit lashed out at Neil Young’s lyrics for “Southern Man”?
10. What berry is said to produce more food per acre per period of
time than any other?
Trivia Time Answers
1. “The Deer Hunter;” 2. California; 3. Harry Truman; 4. “Gone
with the Wind;” 5. The Caspian; 6. Pocahontas; 7. Saffron; 8. The
Mona Lisa; 9. “Sweet Home Alabama;” 10. The strawberry

An estimated 1.65 million seniors
will be subject to higher Medicare Part
B premiums in 2007 and for many, the
higher cost will be due to a one-time
increase in their income in 2005. The
premium increase is due to Medicare
means testing, which began being implemented for the first time on January
1, 2007.
As a result, seniors who had an
atypical increase to their income
in 2005 - due to the sale of a home
or cashing in an IRA, for example
- may not only have to pay taxes on
that income, but will also be subject
to higher Medicare Part B premiums,
which cover doctors’ visits, tests and
outpatient hospital care. Some seniors
could have to pay as much as 83 percent more for those services in 2007
than they did in 2006.
Because means testing was not announced until 2006, seniors making
financial decisions in 2005 were never
given the time or opportunity to plan
for their retirement in the context of
the changing rules. That inability to
plan will likely affect a large number
of seniors in the years to come.
In October, the Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS) announced that for the first time since
Medicare was created 41 years ago,
the Part B premium would be “means
tested,” meaning seniors with incomes
of $80,000 per year or higher will pay
more for services than lower-income
seniors. It also introduced a scale of
premiums which goes up as income
rises.
The federal government has set
up a process of screening individual
income tax returns each year before
deciding on Part B premium charges
which will continue to impact more
seniors in the future. For example, the
cost to seniors in 2007 is based on information contained in income tax returns filed for 2005, which the Internal
Revenue Service (IRS) shares with the
SSA. And premium charges for 2008
will be based on income tax returns
filed for 2006.
Please visit www.SeniorsLeague.org
or call 1-800-333-8725 for more information

(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.

(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.

“A man there was, tho’ some did count him mad, The more he cast away, the more
he had.” - John Bunyan, English writer and Puritan minister (1628-1688)
***
“Until he extends the circle of his compassion to all living things, man will not
himself find peace.” - Albert Schweitzer, French mission doctor (1875-1965)
***
“We should give as we would receive, cheerfully, quickly, and without hesitation;
for there is no grace in a benefit that sticks to the fingers.” - Seneca, Roman philosopher (4 B.C.-65 A.D.)
***
“It’s not enough to have lived. We should be determined to live for something.
May I suggest that it be creating joy for others, sharing what we have for the betterment of personkind, bringing hope to the lost and love to the lonely.” - Leo
Buscaglia, author and university professor (1924-1998)
***
“The record of a generous life runs like a vine around the memory of our dead,
and every sweet unselfish act is now a perfumed flower.” - Robert G. Ingersoll,
American lawyer (1833-1899)
***
“Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not
demand it back.” - Jesus of Nazareth
***
“Our duty is to be useful, not according to our desires but according to our powers.” - Henri F. Amiel, Swiss writer (1821-1881)

Trivia Time by Walter Branch
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Pet Corner
By Cleo & Brad Conrad
All of us love our homes smelling
fresh and fragrant and go to great
lengths to ensure that they do so. But
before setting out that lovely potpourri
simmer pot, pet owners should take
heed: many liquid potpourri formulations contain ingredients such as essential oils and detergents that could
be quite hazardous to our furry companions, as an analysis of calls to the
ASPCA’s Animal Poison Control Center (APCC) has shown.
Most exposures occur when cats lap
up the heated liquid from the simmer
pot, or when liquid spills on their fur
from a leaky container or bumped pot,
and they ingest the substance while
subsequently grooming themselves.
The essential oils that many of these
products may contain could possibly
cause skin, mucous membrane or gastrointestinal irritation as well as central nervous system depression. For
reasons that are not entirely clear, cats
also appear to be more sensitive to
the effects of such exposure than are
dogs.
The more significant injuries are typically a result of thermal burns or from
exposure to a specific type of detergent. Thermal burns can occur from
contact with the hot liquid, while a
class of detergents known as ‘cationics’ are usually responsible for severe
ulceration of the membranes of the
mouth, throat and gastrointestinal tract
with ingestions. Where there is contact
with skin, redness, swelling and extremely painful lesions can appear.
Symptoms of these exposures include
drooling, vomiting, depression, a drop
in blood pressure, difficulty breathing
from fluid on the lungs and metabolic
disturbances, depending on the circumstances of exposure.
Because of the risk for serious illness,
pet owners should place potpourri
simmer pots and unused liquid in
rooms where pets cannot gain access.
Also consider using relatively safer
alternatives, such as plug-in or solid
air fresheners used in out-of-reach locations, not in close proximity to pets
with sensitive respiratory tracts such
as birds. For more information about
potentially dangerous substances in
the home, or for a free hotline magnet,
visit www.aspca.org/apcc.
(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.
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We’d love to hear your opinion too!
Please send letters to:
editor@warrencountyreport.com
or mail to us at the address on page 2.
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Golden Trust Mortgage Group, LLC
Purchases · Refinances · 2nd Trusts
· Debt Consolidation
· 100% Purchase Loans
· Programs Available for Most Credit Grades
· Stated Income & Interest Only Loans



Insure with us
with confidence!
11 Water Street · Front Royal, VA

(540) 635-8401

Let our family help your family with
all your home financing needs.

Give us a call at (540) 635-4540 or stop
by 216 B East Main Street in Front Royal
Locally owned & family operated by Mike and Shanti Carter

Golden Trust Mortgage Group, LLC is licensed by the Virginia State Corporation Commission · License #MB-3475

DOMINION HEALTH & FITNESS
9816 Winchester Road, Front Royal, VA · (540) 636-2820

FREE

one week trial
membership
offer ends 1/31/07

· Indoor Heated Pool
· Youth Programs
· Youth Cycling
· K.I.T. (Kids in Training)

· Free Weights
· Cardiovascular
· Circuit/Strength Training
· Tennis

· Group Fitness Classes
· Belly Dancing
· Senior Programs
· Women’s Only Circuit Area
· Massage Therapy Available · Racquetball/Wallyball
FREE CHILD CARE!
· FREE CHILD CARE!

In business for 25 years! · Your hometown health and fitness center
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Puzzles
Solutions on Page 39
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ACROSS
1 Raced
5 Taj Mahal’s city
9 Like Hamelin’s piper
13 Plant tendrils
14 High principles
16 Actress in 1976’s
“A Star Is Born”
18 Church fund-raising event
19 Greek letter
20 Floating hazard
22 Common contraction
23 Rug
24 Marsh
25 Like a lobster
26 Calendario period
27 Chiropractor’s concern, often
28 3rd-world nation
30 SLC-based religion
31 In the center of
32 Ike’s command, for short
33 Map supplier, familiarly
35 Leftover
36 Feline cry
37 French priests
38 Essential
40 Flowering tree
42 Unit atop a TV
43 Crazy
45 Plant destroyer
46 Age of Paul McCartney’s
wife Linda when she died
48 Suffix for host or heir
51 Nebraska city
52 Regard
54 Turner & others
55 Alias letters
56 Record
57 Wind
58 Pianist Peter
59 Relations
60 Author Anais
61 Hurried
62 Resident: suf.
64 Refrain syllable
65 High producer, for short
66 Quayle
67 Offspring
68 Bonuses
70 Criticizes
72 __ loss; foggy
73 Keep secret

Warren County Report

74 Choice
75 North __
76 Urge
77 Ailing
78 Night sound
79 Group of parishes
81 Noise
83 Real __
85 Latin American dance
86 Crusoe’s creator
88 Sighs of relief
89 Monsieur’s friend
91 Suffix for plain or vain

111 One who is attentive
112 TV adventure series that
ran for 17 seasons
113 In __ of; regarding
114 Loud sound
115 Naval transports, familiarly
116 Seeger or Rozelle
DOWN
1 King followers
2 Practical joke
3 He was: Lat.
4 N, S, E, or W
5 Slow musical tempo

92 Rest
95 Norse deity
96 Generation
97 Audacity
99 Brainchild
100 Backward sir?
101 Baton Rouge sch.
102 Recipe word
104 Degrees, for short
105 Mr. Chekhov
106 Player
108 Finds out
110 Beverage holders

6 Pearl, for one
7 Jack followers
8 Ray
9 Steps
10 Infuriated
11 Flow back
12 Day followers
13 200 milligrams
14 Hipbones
15 Droop
16 Jay followers
17 __ Palmer
18 Ruth
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21 “__ Grandeur”; Gerard
Manley Hopkins poem
23 Bush followers
29 Circus bar
30 Island accessory
31 Top file drawer
33 Drifting
34 Melody
36 When Chaucer died
37 Dispatch boat
39 Unhealthy looking
41 Goal
43 Branch of sci.
44 Come forth
45 Breakfasted
47 Miles and others
49 Character on
“Gilligan’s Island”
50 Word with Juan or JosŽ
53 Feel
54 Opening part, for short
57 London __
63 Drastic
65 Utensil part
66 Period of time
67 Sparkle
69 Bind
71 __-so; opinion
74 Stop __ dime
75 Philosopher Immanuel
78 Peter and Paul: abbr.
80 Dawn goddess
82 Charged atom
84 Ella or elle
86 Girl’s name
87 Gloria Bunker Stivic’s ma
90 Mashhad residents
93 Very long times
94 Cookware
96 Fall flower
98 Bud holder
99 Motionless
101 Zeus’ mortal love
102 Laundry soap
103 Bargain
105 To __; exactly
107 Zodiac sign
109 Q-U connection
110 Engine additive
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Sports World by Allan Ornstein
COLLEGE BASKETBALL BRIEFS
Number two North Carolina held visiting Dayton to 31 percent shooting while
blocking eight shots and tallying 10 steals in its 81-51 victory against Dayton. It
was the Tar Heels’ ninth victory in a row and sixth consecutive by a lopsided margin. Tyler Hansbrough scored 17 points, while freshman Brandan Wright added 16
for North Carolina (12-1). The Tar Heels have held their past five opponents to 37
percent shooting or less.
Number four Wisconsin (14-1) capitalized on poor shooting by Georgia for its
10th consecutive victory. Alando Tucker scored 29 points to lead the Badgers to the
64-54 win against the Bulldogs (8-4).
Trevor Booker had 15 points and 12 rebounds and number 25 Clemson (14-0) remained undefeated in its best start in 20 years with a 67-57 victory against visiting
Georgia State (4-7).
Number one UCLA regained their shooting touch in the second half and took
it to number 14 Washington with a 96-74 victory. UCLA shot a sizzling 72 percent
in the second half, when its 12-0 run sucked the life out of the Huskies, whose 22
turnovers led to 34 points for the Bruins. UCLA ran an aggressive tone from the
start, which launched a dominating 16-6 spurt that delighted the season’s largest
crowd of 12,042 at Pauley Pavilion.
The Bruins (13-0, 2-0) concluded a sweep of their opening Pac-10 games after
surviving a three-point scare against Washington State.
NBA Briefs:
New York Knicks G Steve Francis, despite a balky right knee that sent him
back to the sidelines, said he is “definitely not thinking about” shutting it down
for the season and believes he still has a future with the Knicks. “My future’s very
bright,” Francis said. “I just want to be pain free.” Asked if his future is “here,”
Francis quipped, “Where, in L.A.? Yeah, definitely in New York. I definitely feel
that. Coach understands what I’ve been going through. I’m definitely a member of
this team.”
Mardy Collins is returning from his six-game suspension, and Francis went
back to the inactive list in hopes that an extended rest will help his tendinitis subside.
I feel the Knicks should just have Francis sit out the rest of the season. He hasn’t
been a factor in the league the past three seasons. Just ask the Orlando Magic. The
Knicks are better off without him.
The Mavs, winning streak now stands at 10. The Dallas Mavericks keep winning,
regardless that Dirk Nowitzki missed the game with a sinus infection. The Mavs’
won 89-85 over host Denver. Josh Howard had 28 points and 17 rebounds in the
victory. Dallas was 7-0 in the second night of back-to-back games.
NBA games to watch:
The Philadelphia 76ers, currently buried in the cellar (8-22), travel to Denver
to face their ex-superstar Allen Iverson and the Nuggets (16-12, 2nd place in the
Northwest). You can bet Iverson is beyond motivated. I feel another stellar performance is coming against his ex-teammates. The Nuggets will be counting on that
for sure, since they are 3-3 without their other star Carmelo Anthony (15 games)
and J.R. Smith (10 games) suspended in the Garden Brawl against the Knicks.
As for sweet NBA reunions:
NBA reunions are not sweet or touching. They can be brutal and nasty. Unfortunately for the Detroit Pistons, former teammate C Ben Wallace has the Bulls
charging right in the playoff hunt. The Central Division rivalry begins a new chapter soon. Detroit (18-11) and Chicago (19-12) are tied for first place. Something’s
gotta give.
NBA Scoring Leaders: Anthony, Den. 31.6; Iverson, Den. 30.7; Arenas, Wash.
30.3; Bryant, L.A. L. 28.4; Redd, Mil. 27.8; Wade, Mia. 27.5; L James, Clev. 27.3;
Pierce, Bos. 26.6; J Johnson, Atl. 26.3; Yao, Hou. 25.9
NBA Rebounding Leaders: D. Howard, Orl. 12.5; Garnett, Minn. 12.1; Boozer,
Utah. 11.6; Okafor, Char. 11.3; Chandler, Ok. 11.1; Lee, N.Y. 10.5; Randolph, Port.
10.4; Duncan, S.A. 9.9; B Wallace, Chi. 9.8; Yao, Hou. 9.4; Nowitzki, Dall. 9.4
(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.
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Sports Challenge

Time for Tennis

by Walter Branch

FOREHAND TIPS: Always pull the
racquet back as soon as the ball is approaching your forehand side. Your
backswing should come from the
shoulders, not the arm. If you have to
hit a running forehand, push your momentum up from the foot opposite to
your forehand side. For example, use
your left foot to lean into a ball hit to
your right side. Try to hit the ball on
the sweet spot (middle area) of the racquet. This gives you a solid forehand
by maximizing the efficiency of the
shot. Using a two-handed forehand
is quite difficult. If you’re a beginner, learn the one-handed approach
for more control and power. Leave the
two-handed technique for your backhand.

1. What middleweight did ring
historian Bert Sugar call the “greatest fighter, pound-for-pound, in the
history of boxing”?
2. What California team gave
Knute Rockne his last defeat and last
victory as coach of Notre Dame?
3. What was baseball reliever
Mitch Williams’ nickname?
4. What was the first year a trophy was given to the winner of the
World Series?
5. Who posed in a bowler hat
and spats before flying to Britain to
fight Henry Cooper in 1963?
6. What figure skater earned $45
million in her lifetime?
7. What three articles of clothing
did Ian Baker-Finch take off before
hitting his golf ball from the edge of
a pond in 1993?
8. What soccer star played his
last game for Brazil’s national team
on July 18, 1971?
9. What boxing rule was instituted when Sam Baroudi died 10
hours after being knocked down by
Ezzard Charles?
10. What boxer registered
knockouts in a record 129 bouts?
Sports Challenge Answers
1. Sugar Ray Robinson; 2. The
University of Southern California;
3. “Wild Thing;” 4. 1967; 5. Muhammad Ali; 6. Sonja Henie; 7.
Shoes, socks, pants; 8. Pele; 9. The
standing eight count; 10. Archie
Moore
(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.

On the Links
Many golfers, in an effort
to hit real bombs, tighten up
on their grip before swinging. Tightening up on your
hands (and arms) at address
inhibits the clubface’s natural rotation during the
swing. Hence, you finish
with an open clubface at
impact. Instead of a deep
drive down the middle, you
slice the shot to the right,
landing you in the rough or
maybe out of bounds.
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Sweetie come home

An Afghan survivor’s story of adjustment to life in America
Page 28

WCR PHOTO/ROGER BIANCHINI

Displaced Afghan pooch Sweetie was gaunt and wary at Washington Post editor Pam Constable’s Tigger
House kennel in Kabul, Afghanistan, in 2005. Responding to criticism of her domestic pet rescue efforts,
Constable has said, “There are hundreds of charities in Kabul to help people and especially children, but none for animals.” A
war-zone writer who adopted a cat in Kabul pointed out that for many such ties to animals can help stave off the depression
and despair long assignments in war ravaged countries can bring on.

