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Could state road initiative
slow western migration?
Athey sees town centers keeping commuters closer to D.C. jobs
By ROGER BIANCHINI &
DAN McDERMOTT
Warren County Report
With regional demographic projections predicting an ongoing growth explosion spreading outward from the D.C.
Metropolitan area over the next 20 years,
local governments have been scrambling, debating and occasionally scuffling with each other over how to best
meet the many challenges rapid population growth presents.
As Chairman of the House Republican Policy Committee, former Front
Royal Mayor and current 18th District
Virginia House Delegate Clifford L.
“Clay” Athey Jr. has been thrust into the
forefront of an initiative to drastically
alter how the state and counties share
responsibilities for transportation costs
related to growth decisions. In summary,
the Republican House proposal, which
has received both initial support and
criticism across Party lines, would make
counties responsible for the maintenance
of roads built and expanded to accommodate future growth decisions.

allows those counties to opt in and take
over maintenance of all their neighborhood road systems in exchange for the
same type of per mile VDOT allocations
cities currently have access to, as well as

the power to reject building proposals
that would strain their ability to fund the
necessary transportation infrastructure
improvements; and third, a bill relieving
the state of all future responsibility for

History & Change
The current arrangement dates to
the 1930s Great Depression era and the
modern result has been an economic crisis within the state highway department
that only threatens to worsen if current
trends continue. Following a Dec. 29th
appearance on WZRV’s Valley Today
Radio Talk Show, Warren County Report
asked Athey to elaborate on the impetus
for and potential impact of the new Republican House plan.
Athey summarized the three-pronged
proposal as first, a “planning bill” that
would mandate the creation of “urban
development areas” in all Virginia counties where future growth would be centered around existing town and city borders where infrastructure and services
are already in place; second, a bill creating urban transportation service districts
in urban counties such as Fairfax that

DAN MCDERMOTT

“If this is implemented,” says Area Delegate Clay Athey, “the
Centexes of the world may not want to come here anymore for
a while.”

new subdivision roads carrying strictly
local traffic in all Virginia counties.
“A neighborhood road would be a
subdivision road which has no interconnectivity to any of the [main] transportation network,” Athey explained. “And
what that bill says is we’re not going to
accept anymore of those roads in the future. You need to create those on private
homeowner’s associations or you need to
create urban transportation service districts to maintain those particular roads.
“The current system of state maintenance of county roads dates to 1932,
when the Commonwealth adopted the
Byrd Act. During the depression many
Virginia counties were about ready to
go bankrupt, so what Harry Byrd said
was, what the state will do is take over
the maintenance of all of the county local road systems,” Athey, who has been
involved on the House Republican side
of the issue for four years, explains. “In
1932, that cost the Commonwealth of
Virginia $3.7 million – not billion. At
that time the largest city in Virginia was
Richmond with 85,000 and 74 percent of
the population of Virginia lived on rural farms. So when the state took over
county road systems, they were taking
over pretty much dirt roads, mainly farm
to market roads.”
That system worked well through the
1950s, Athey points out, largely because
the state demographic hadn’t radically
changed and towns and cities, where
growth was focused, remained responsible for their own road maintenance.
“In the late 1950s, counties became
more powerful in the legislature and they
wanted some of the dollars that the cities
and towns were getting. So you had the
development of industrial development
authorities, water and sewer authorities.
So, what you had then, culminating with
a law that put a moratorium on the annexation by any cities of any additional
county land, was the birth of what is today called the urban county.”
Athey cited the familiarly clogged
roads of Fairfax, Prince William and
See Athey, Pg. 4
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Loudoun Counties to our east as examples of costly and often inefficient urban
county expansion. He also noted that despite a large 1986 statewide tax increase
to prop up the Virginia Department of
Transportation budget, such growth as
has occurred to our east and in other urban areas has quickly depleted VDOT
funds.
“Even after the large tax increase
there is no money leftover for new construction because VDOT’s first responsibility is to maintain what it has. So what
we’re proposing to do, which is fairly
revolutionary, is to move those responsibilities back to the local governments
and to the extent we can in the case of
new ones to private neighborhood homeowners associations so that the bank
doesn’t get broken and the state can actually have some money to build some new
roads.
“We believe on the House side, that
unless you engage in these types of land
use reforms, significant VDOT reforms,
that you can raise taxes and put all the
money you want into in the system, but
within five or six years all the money that
you put in will be eaten up by maintenance costs all over again. So, we think
as a threshold matter you have to reform
the whole system. Actually, we’re trying
to go back to the way that Virginia really
developed from say 1932 to 1952, which
was inside of cities and towns.”
Athey described planned communities built around urban town centers such
as Reston and Dulles, as the House vision
of future development making Northern
Virginia and other urban areas more attractive to those working there and easing migration patterns into rural areas.
“Most of those people in areas like
the Reston Town Center, they walk down
to get something to eat, there are restaurants there within walking distance
and what we’re trying to do is move in
a direction that puts the least amount of
stress on the transportation system . . .
because if we keep on going the way we
are, if we spend a billion dollars in widening roads to make commutes shorter
into the Washington D.C. area, that spurs
more and more people moving farther
and farther away from the urban areas
where they work, meaning more and
more cars on those roads. So what we’re
trying to do really is to say Northern Virginia should grow in a compact fashion
and in a way that makes sense and is livable for its population.”
Athey said his committee viewed
such plans in other states. “So, its not
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that we’ve come up with something totally new, this has been tried elsewhere,
for example six years ago in Maryland,
and appears to be an effective means of
dealing with growth.”
Valley impacts?
“In the context of the Shenandoah Valley, what we’re really saying is whether
you’re a county, city or town when you
grow out, grow out compactly and make
sure that for the daily needs of a person,
it’s all integrated within that community
so that they don’t have to get in the car.
I mean, this isn’t going to do away with
the malls, but if I want to get a loaf of
bread or a gallon of milk or get my hair
cut, I should be able to do it locally.
“Some counties go in and in their
comprehensive plan they just are just
readopting the current land use map and
they’re just saying we’re not going to
make a decision. By doing that, they are
making a decision and that decision is
basically eating our farms up, destroying
all the rural farmland that we’ve got left
and all the beauty of Virginia really.
“All we’re saying from the state level
is that not deciding where you want your
growth to occur and ignoring the fact
that it’s going to occur is making a decision. And that decision, in effect, is that

we have decided that we want all of our
development to occur on by-right lots all
over the countryside, on well and septic,
on little rural roads that cannot handle
the traffic.
“Another thing that this addresses is
affordable housing,” Athey says. “One of
the problems we’re running into with the
McMansions is that the average person
can’t afford them. If you encourage the
Northern Virginians [who can afford] it
to move out here, then drive in to work
and back it clogs the roads and drives
housing prices up.”
Browntown Town Center?
Athey also said the House plan would
not create Northern Virginia-styled Reston Town Centers in rural areas, because
the growth parameters are suited to existing building patterns whether it is in
Fairfax or Browntown.
“The bill says in the designated development areas a minimum of four units
per acre or three times that of adjacent
land. When you get down into the Reston area, there might be 30 units per acre
down there, so it could be three times the
adjacent land use outside the designated
growth areas. So it’s all relative to the existing neighborhoods.
“Now, when you get out to the
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Shenandoah Valley, do I think this would
promote 2000-unit subdivisions in Warren County? The answer is no, probably
300-unit subdivisions [in designated
areas] because the rate of growth here
is exponentially different than it is in
Northern Virginia, and that’s one reason
we did it this way. But still you can have
communities of 300 houses that have a
park, a commercial component to it . . . I
mean, those are decisions a board of supervisors has to make – what they want,
where they want it and how they want it
done.
“Actually, if this is implemented the
Centex’s of the world may not want to
come here anymore for a while,” Athey
says. “You’d get a different kind of developer out here because I believe once
you create these planned, higher density
areas in Northern Virginia closer to the
metropolitan area, that’s where you’ll see
the big developers focus their attention.”
Local reactions
“The land-use portion of the bill
seems to make sense and it seemed to
fit into the [Centex] Happy Creek proposal the way it was presented,” Warren
County Board Chairman Richard Traczyk said after reading initial reports and
See Athey, Pg. 5
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At the Front Royal studios of WZRV 95.3 FM/WFTR 1450 AM, Warren County Report Managing
Editor Roger Bianchini listens as 18th District Virginia House Delegate Clifford L. “Clay” Athey
explains the Republican party’s plans to revamp Virginia’s entire concept of transportation
and development for the first time in more than 70 years.
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hearing Athey’s Dec. 29 WZRV radio appearance. “The state land proposal will
force the local governing bodies to come
to an agreement because it is state law
and take the squabbling out of development, yet it would seem, save the farmland, short term. This part of the proposal
made sense to me,” Traczyk said.
However, Front Royal Town Councilman Stan Brooks, who has been at
the forefront an increasingly conservative town approach to growth decisions,
wondered whether the Republican House
proposal deals with root growth issues.
“There are many variables involved and
every jurisdiction is different, this is what
we are learning – that every place is different in so many ways from zoning laws
to topography and all of these things play
into growth decisions,” Brooks observed.
“I think it’s fair to say that we are already
congested. So, I am curious, even from
the perspective of these bills, about what
you do to manage and relieve or at least
hold the line on more congestion? If your
base line is that you’re already congested
at all your major intersections, how do
you handle more growth, while improving that situation? That is a big challenge
and the devil is always in the detail.”
“That’s the Catch 22 of planning,”
Front Royal Mayor James Eastham observed. “As developers want to develop,
they don’t want to improve the roads
until they’ve sold the houses, and when
they sell the houses and don’t build the
roads then you have all that congestion.
So, the community would like to see the
roads built and then the houses.”
Eastham added that while it appeared
the proposal wouldn’t have a direct impact on the town’s maintenance of its
150 miles of roads, he was glad to see
Athey’s involvement in seeking, “new
and innovative solutions rather than continue a seemingly inefficient system.”
Traczyk added that the county board
and staff needed to take a closer look at
all the parameters of the proposal, especially regarding the assumption of new
costs by counties.
“Snow removal, road construction
and maintenance now falls on the state.
Will county tax dollars need to pay for
all this or is there state aid and how much
will they allocate based upon the road
miles in the county?
“It would seem, trying to balance out
local budgets would become more difficult than ever. But again it needs to be
studied long and short term before any
meaningful opinion can be formed,”
Traczyk concluded.
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Brooks said even this new legislative
proposal does not change the fundamentals of how towns, cities and the counties
they border must function in the future.
“One thing that’s clear to us, especially
in the town – the problem always will

pears to be a fairly radical proposal can
overcome such bipartisan opposition as
was immediately expressed by Fairfax
Board Chairman Gerald E. Connelly, a
Democrat, and Loudoun County Supervisor Stephen J. Snow, R-Dulles?

What’s
your
opinion?
Warren County Report would welcome your
thoughts on this plan to change the concept of
development and transportation in Virginia.
Please e-mail to:
editor@warrencountyreport.com
or mail a letter or note to:
Warren County Report
122 W 14th Street
Box 20
Front Royal, VA 22630
Responses will be published in our next issue.

be building a consensus on what level
of growth is acceptable and how you are
going to deal with it.”
Bipartisan support/opposition
Does Athey believe what initially ap-

“I’m very happy that Governor Kaine
has reached out and said he supports our
ideas,” Athey said, “and I believe that
with the help of the Democrats this Bill
will pass the House and that is my first
job – to get the votes to get it through
the House and get something over on the
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Senate side that makes sense. Now as in
any other process, I’m sure there will be
compromises made as all the varying interest groups get involved.
“But what we’re most interested in is
the basic principle that says it makes a
whole lot more sense for development of
all types to occur within towns and cities or on the borders of towns and cities,” Athey said, citing service and utility proximity, increased preservation
of rural farmland and maintenance of a
VDOT budget that will allow more new
road construction.
As an attorney who has represented
major land developers, as well as clients
opposing some growth proposals, Athey
has seen growth issues from both sides
of the legal aisle. He says the initial reaction of builders has been negative.
“A couple of them called me Judas,
but I don’t care. I’ve tried to tell them – if
you want to do things the right way this
plan works quite well for you. I mean, yes
the land acquisition cost might be a little
bit more because it’s inside of this designated development area. But the bottom
line is you’ll get more density in terms
of housing even though, yes, you’ll have
to give up some open space and build
some parks and things like that. Another
advantage from a developer’s standpoint
is some certainty that within these areas
a county will approve your proposal because this is where they have designated
their growth to occur.”
Optimistically, Athey said the Bill
could be signed into law in July and
take effect as municipalities review their
Comprehensive Plans, which by state
law must occur every five years.
“During that cycle as part of their
comprehensive plan review, they will
have to designate an area within their
community that in the future they want
development to occur in,” Athey explained. “And they will have to create
a large enough area so that it would accommodate up to 20 years growth and
this would be an undeveloped area, not
an area already developed that could accommodate up to 20 years of growth.
The thinking behind it is that the development community would then be sent a
message saying, this is where you need
to buy the land to develop.”
Is it a message that will fly in Virginia?
Stay tuned as the General Assembly
session begins this month and a surely
escalating debate gains momentum as
all aspects of the Republican House proposal come under closer scrutiny.
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Do you live, work, worship, or attend
school in Warren County? If so, then
you can join our growing family!
Come experience the
Credit Union Difference.
Two locations to serve you:

230 N. Royal Avenue
& 113 South Street in
Front Royal, Virginia
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Italian Restaurant
“Authentic Italian Meals”

·
·
·
·
·
·

Pasta
· Pizza
Steaks
· Chicken
Veal
· Stromboli
Full Course Dinners
Beer, Wine & Cocktails
Banquets up to 100

A Great Taste from Italy to the Valley
Mon thru Thurs 11am - 10pm · Fri & Sat 11-11 · Sun Noon-10pm · Closed Tues

540-635-7133
865 John Marshall Hwy · Rt 55E near 522 Intersection
Member NCUA · In business since 1949 · www.frontroyalfcu.org

A benefit for
Blue Ridge Educational Center
Mid-Eastern Dance Performance and Dinner
with silent auction
January 13, 2007
5:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Calvary Episcopal Church Parish Hall
132 North Royal Avenue
$28 (Children under 12 free with adult)
RSVP by January 6 to 631-9503
Donations are also welcome and are tax-deductible.
Mail to BREC, P.O. box 1820, Front Royal, Va 22630
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Warren County Comprehensive Plan
addresses many areas of concern
By ROGER BIANCHINI
Warren County Report
“The land use concepts included in
Delegate Athey’s proposed bill to require
localities to provide for future growth in
urban development areas are concepts
that have been espoused by the planning community for decades,” County
Administrator/Planning Director Doug
Stanley says. “As we have seen over the
past couple years with various development proposals in front of the Planning
Commission and Board of Supervisors,
the strong link between land use and
transportation is hard to ignore.
“Too often in the past, decisions
were made without making sure that
infrastructure could handle the increase
in traffic. Starting this year, the State is
requiring rezoning applications to provide traffic impact analysis (TIA) of
each project to be reviewed by VDOT.
We have been working with VDOT for
years ensuring that traffic concerns are
addressed as they move through the process, including the submittal of a TIA.
The recent reviews of the Riverton Commons, Crooked Run and Twin Rivers
projects were good examples.
“Warren County, unfortunately, already has its share of private roads
that are not built to minimum VDOT
standards. Many of the subdivisions
have been plagued with inadequate
infrastructure. The concept of road impact fees could provide some upfront
financing for improvements, but the
maintenance cost of the roads would
continue to be a long-term burden on
the residents. We are currently at a point
where we are trying to work with the various subdivisions to be able to upgrade
them through VDOT’s Revenue Sharing Program. The Board of Supervisor’s
policy adopted last year provides for the
County to provide a 25% match for these
projects. The proposed legislation will
halt these efforts.”
Stanley pointed to Chapter 4 (Land
Use) of the Warren County Comprehensive Plan, which currently states:
Goal:
To direct future development into an

efficient and serviceable form that will
preserve the County’s predominately rural character.
Objectives:
A. Direct County development to areas
contiguous with Front Royal or rural villages that are served or will be served
with adequate public facilities such as
roads, sewer, and water.
B. Limit future suburban sprawl in rural
or agricultural areas where adequate public facilities do not exist or where their
provision would not be cost-efficient.

K. All future private access easements
serving three or more residential dwelling units should be designed with a slope
no greater than 15%.
L. Develop land use policies and implement land use decisions in such a manner as to limit average residential growth
to no more than 3% per year, measured
in new residential building permits. Encourage developments to be phased in so
as to not exceed the County’s vision of
maintaining a 3% annual growth rate.

 	 “As you can see, the proposals on
the table mesh with the language in the
County’s adopted Comprehensive Plan
by encouraging development where services can be provided,” Stanley points
out. “For years, planners have talked
about making communities more pedestrian friendly. The notion that higher
density residential development, combined with open spaces and mixed-used
development will help cut down on urban sprawl and take more cars off roads
is not new.”

2 column x 6 inches

C. Develop incentives to preserve farmland, forested areas, open space, and rural
character. Explore the use of the Chesapeake Bay Cost Share Program and other
similar programs for the funding of open
space preservation.

YOU PUT THEM IN A SAFE PLACE.

D. Discourage growth in environmentally sensitive areas that have natural development constraints, such as wetlands,
steep slopes, karst terrain, and flood
plains.

Are your stock, bond or other certificates in a safety
deposit box, desk drawer or closet…or are you not sure at
the moment?

E. Discourage strip development along
County roads and highways for both traffic safety and aesthetic reasons.
F. Locate industrial and commercial development in defined areas.
G. Require that developers pay a fair
share of the associated costs for additional public facilities and services generated by the development. In addition,
maintain the County’s proffer system,
which shall ensure that adequate public
facilities are in place or proposed before
development is approved.
H. Develop a preservation plan that
identifies and protects historically significant areas, sites, and properties.
I. Coordinate the County’s and the
Town of Front Royal’s growth and management plans.
J. Maintain the County’s rural character.

NOW, WHERE WAS THAT?
A lost or destroyed certificate can mean inconvenience
and lost money for you and your heirs. Let Edward Jones
hold them for you. You still retain ownership and make all
the decisions — while we handle all the paperwork.
We’ll automatically process dividend and interest payments,
mergers, splits, bond calls or maturities and more. Even
better, you’ll receive a consolidated account statement and
a single form at tax time.
Let us help simplify your life. Call today.
Bret W. Hrbek

IR Name
Investment
Representative
Investment
Representative
Holly Hill
Professional
Center
986 John
Marshall
Hwy
Suite C
IR Street Address
Front Royal,
VA
22645
IR City, State, ZIP
(540) 635-8229
IR Phone

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Richard L. Mason
Investment Representative
115 North Royal Avenue
Front Royal, VA 22630

(540) 635-6830
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Town and County Governments
step back from liaison meetings
Smiley-faced interludes deemed unnecessary . . .
By ROGER BIANCHINI
Warren County Report
The sometimes vituperative verbal
sniping between members of the town
and county governments over growth,
water and economic issues that reached
a crescendo in the last six weeks of 2006
may continue into the new year – but
without the overly polite interludes of
town-county liaison meetings every 30
or 60 days.
The decision to discontinue the meetings, possibly for a year or longer, was
apparently reached by mutual consensus
following a series of harsh criticisms
leveled at Warren County Board Chairman Richard Traczyk over statements
made about county initiatives to explore
the possibilities of town-county consolidation and a regional water author-

ity involving the sale of water from the
Shenandoah River to thirsty Frederick
County.
While the county may have simply
been trying to strengthen its hand in
dealing with a new town water policy
perceived by some supervisors as unprecedented, restrictive and potentially
meddling in county growth decisions,
what its board chairman found was a
neighboring county dead serious about
increasing its access to a major central
water supply as it maneuvers to accommodate its own growth pressures. A recent study commissioned by the Frederick County government concluded
that water rather than land accessibility
should be the limiting factor in that county’s future growth decisions.
Despite Traczyk’s stated intention of
involving the town in a regional water
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discussion, several town council members, most notably Vice Mayor Tim Darr
and Stan Brooks, reacted angrily to any
efforts by the county to extend access to
one of the county and town’s major natural resources, the Shenandoah River, to a
growing neighbor with no such access of
its own.
Point
First, Darr said if an offer such as
the one Traczyk said Frederick County
outlined in its initial response was accurate – essentially, give us the land to
build on and we will build you water
and wastewater treatment plants, then
buy the water from you – chances are it
was a classic “too good to be true” offer
with hidden risks for Warren County and
Front Royal.
Then Darr sounded off at the Dec. 18
Front Royal Town Council meeting, saying, “In my opinion, it is clear that via the
local media he (Traczyk) is determined to
discredit the town, its staff, and the council in anyway he can to paint the picture
that we are not willing to work together
and once again, that is not true.”
Darr went on to criticize Traczyk for
broaching the subject of consolidation
in local print media before bringing it
directly to the town at the December 14
liaison meeting or even raising the issue
for discussion with his own board.
“I would like the records of this meeting to state that there is no way that I will
ever support the idea of consolidation as
long as there is a possibility that we will
be selling water out of the Shenandoah
River,” Darr continued. “Under normal
conditions as a council member, I try to
remain very open-minded about the issues that face the town, the county and
the citizens. In the case of Mr. Traczyk
I want to make it very clear to him that
he should begin to get his facts straight
and speak the truth. Because I can assure
you that I will not sit back idle and allow
his actions to continue,” Darr concluded
pointedly.

for awhile

Brooks then added his own critical
appraisal of recent county actions. Immediately following the Dec. 14 liaison meeting, Brooks said he perceived
Traczyk remarks about pending county
expenses, particularly regarding capital
improvements, as a sign it was county
financial pressures, rather than those facing the town that Traczyk has pointed to
in print, that was motivating his desire to
sell water to Frederick County.
However, at the December 14 liaison meeting attended by Eastham, Darr,
Brooks and liaison elect Brett Hrbek, as
well as Traczyk and Supervisors Tony
Carter and Ron Llewellyn the day after
Traczyk broached the water and consolidation issues in the weekly print media,
it was all business as usual with visions
of a liaison “thinking elite” leading both
bodies into a mutually beneficial and
rosy future.
Perhaps it was the continued trend of
face-to-face political correctness without hard discussion of conflicting views
or disgruntled perceptions about each
others motives that has rendered liaison
an expendable meeting in the minds of
both town and county officials at a time
municipal relations are spiraling downward.
However, following Darr and Brooks
rather pointed remarks at the Dec. 18
council meeting, Mayor Eastham attempted to put an aura of political expediency on the communications breakdown,
suggesting a tabling of further discussion
of the two most volatile town-county issues broached at liaison days earlier – regional water and consolidation – until
past the November county elections.
“Both of these items could have huge
implications to the future of both the
town and county and I, personally, am reluctant to bring these forward to the town
council at this time,” Eastham stated following Darr and Brooks more scathing
appraisals. “There is a county election
next year and these two topics will mostlikely be issues in the election and subSee Relations, Pg. 12
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Council goes half-way in billiard debate
Pool playing in River City will be allowed until 2 a.m.
By ROGER BIANCHINI
Warren County Report
On December 18 the Front Royal
Town Council approved the first reading
of an ordinance change that will allow
billiard parlors or pool halls to stay open
until 2 a.m. Previously, such operations
were forced to close at midnight.
The requested change was brought
forward by Breaktime Billiards owner
David Allen. By a 4-3 vote, with Mayor
James Eastham breaking the time, council rejected a motion, made by Councilman Brett Hrbek, to lift any time limitations on billiard and poolroom operations
as long as all other relevant laws, such as
the serving of alcohol, were observed.
Hrbek asserted, as did Breaktime attorney Frank Reynolds, that the old image
of shady characters gathered around pool
tables concocting criminal activities was
an obsolete one, particularly in regards
to operations such as Allen’s that stress a
family atmosphere and league play heavily populated by professional people.
While the approved change is what
Allen initially brought forth this time after previous failed attempts to get the ordinance changed, he had hoped Hrbek’s
suggested lifting of all restriction on
food service and pool-playing operations
would have been approved by the council majority.
In breaking the tie vote on Hrbek’s
motion, supported by Stan Brooks and
Eileen Grady, to lift all town time restrictions on pool playing operations, Eastham stated that the town must view such
issues “from the lowest common denominator,” in justifying his no vote. That
4-3 denial led to a 5-1 first-reading vote
of approval of Vice Mayor Tim Darr’s
motion, seconded by Eugene Tewalt, to
change the town restriction from a midnight closing time to 2 a.m. The existing
opening time of 7 a.m. was not changed.
“We are honoring [Allen’s] request that
he came to council with,” Eastham noted.
“And I think this shows the system does
work, and with respect to Mr. Hrbek, if
this does become an issue once the corridor develops and [Allen] is put at an
unfair advantage as a business in town,
I think that is something this council or
a future council should address. But in

the meantime I feel comfortable honoring your original request,” Eastham concluded to Allen.
During the public hearing Allen told
council that with no such restrictions on
billiard and pool playing in the county,
he feared he could be run out of business
were competitive operations to open in
any of the new commercial centers on
the county’s near north side. He added
that he had no immediate plans to stay
open past 2 a.m. but that special events,
including special celebrity player appearances for fundraising events could
conceivably extend beyond normal busi-

lowing the council compromise. Reynolds has pointed out to council that he is
among those professionals who have engaged in league billiards play at Allen’s
business for a number of years.

ness hours.
However, following the votes Allen
said the several month lag time of revisiting the issue should competitive businesses open in the county could end up
being fatal to his operation.
“That helps as long as I have deep
enough pockets to last during that time
between someone else opening up and
me getting there (to a further lifting of
restrictions). And while that’s happening
I’m losing market share I may never get
back,” Allen pointed out.
“The problem is we’ve still got this
old time connection that pool, drugs
and crime go together – there isn’t any
connection between pool and drugs and
crime,” Allen’s attorney reiterated fol-

out of business for over 20 years, was
believed to have been a center of illegal
operations and drug use and dealing in
Front Royal.
Allen said he had tried to get Sayre
or other councilmen who still seemed to
make the connection between criminal
behavior and billiard parlors to visit his
establishment prior to the public hearing
and vote, but had been unsuccessful.
Asked after the vote if he believed
there was a direct correlation between his
description of The Black Hole’s criminal
history and the Breaktime Billiards operation, Sayre said, “No.”
Nonetheless, the protracted discussion of the alleged criminal history of
The Black Hole prior to the vote on

The Black Hole?
During council’s extended discussion
Councilman Tom Sayre pointed to a former town business, The Black Hole, to
point to the potential dangers of criminals, including gangs, tying themselves
to billiard or pool operations. Sayre noted that The Black Hole, which has been

Hrbek’s initial motion seemed to support
Reynolds’ contention a council majority
still makes a psychological connection
between playing pool and criminal behavior.
Hrbek was adamant that the town’s
restrictions on pool playing were based
on ill-founded generalizations. “What’s
the difference between bowling and playing pool?” he asked. “It is not an illegal
business.”
Legal redundancy?
Hrbek said the existing and proposed
new time limitations on pool playing
operations in town was yet another example of unnecessary and redundant
legislation where existing laws should
be enough to control the behavior of any
business’s clientele. He noted that Front
Royal Police Chief Ronnie Williamson
said his department had no issue with
Breaktime Billiards being allowed to
stay open later. Williamson had previously told council that the few calls his
department has received over the years
of Breaktime’s operation were generally
generated by the ownership to remove
the occasional undesirable customer who
would not leave when asked.
“That means a lot to me,” Hrbek
said.
However, Sayre, a criminal defense
attorney, did not agree that existing state
and/or federal laws concerning alcohol
consumption, illegal drug use and other
illegal behaviors were enough to protect
the Town of Front Royal from the specter of pool playing criminals. Sayre contended that while criminal conspiracies
might not be at issue with Allen’s business, the town could not be sure the next
pool or billiard operation that opened in
town would not be a gathering place for
criminal or gang elements, justifying additional town ordinance control of such
operations.
Finally, with the mayor’s vote, the
town legislative majority sided with
Sayre’s contention that additional town
law was necessary to protect Front Royal
and its citizenry from whatever potential
illegal behaviors might stem from a hypothetical business that might someday
open right here in River City.
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ject to much debate among the candidates running
for the board of supervisors. My concern is that if the
town council endorses one or both of these items, it would have the appearance of
endorsing the candidate or candidates who favor these items. Likewise, if the town
council were to reject one or both of these it could have a similar appearance.
“Just as the town council wouldn’t want the board of supervisors to appear to
take a position on a town election, I don’t want to appear that the town council is
trying to influence a county election. The primaries are in May and the general
election is in November and I believe it would be appropriate to table these two
items until after the November election and begin discussions once the new sitting
board takes office,” Eastham concluded.

Relations, from Pg. 8
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Izaak Walton trash patrol
hits Browntown Road
Quarterly ‘Adopt a Road’ cleanup
nets truckloads of trash

Counterpoint
Traczyk reacted the following day at the supervisors meeting by suggesting,
along with North River Supervisor Ron Llewellyn, that both municipalities take a
timeout.
“I would like to note, to my knowledge this Board is not at odds with the town
council in the sense the newspaper articles would suggest. We both have major issues before us and have different points of view on several issues. I agree with Mr.
Llewellyn that we need to step back and let the two governing bodies settle down,”
Traczyk said.
Traczyk suggested such a break would give new town staff a period of adjustment to their positions and new professional environment, adding, “Our Board
has major elections coming up and a very time-consuming budget process, which
begins in two weeks. With this in mind I agree with Mr. Llewellyn’s suggestion
Prior to Traczyk’s remarks Llewellyn called the recent town-county verbal exchanges “a drum beat of escalating rhetoric,” adding, “Dialog and trust seem to
have taken a back seat to bickering and finger pointing.
“Questions have been raised as to the honesty, integrity and ethics of members
of each governing body,” Llewellyn continued. “This kind of ‘in the press’ politics
serves neither board very well . . . Questioning each other’s intentions and honesty
does nothing to improve the quality of life for this community and only serves to
tear at the very fabric of our county – is this really helpful?” Llewellyn asked.
The North River supervisor then broached from the county side a step back
from the fracas – if the liaison meetings can be considered a part of that fracas.
Llewellyn suggested suspending the liaison meetings until “at least July of ’07”
in order to let both the town and county governments focus on issues specific to
each.
“For now let’s each go to our respective corner and work on our own issues,”
Llewellyn said. “As for water and consolidation, I would also suggest that we
continue to review these from our perspective and if somewhere down the road we
wish to include the town then we can do so at the appropriate time.”
However, with the town holding all the cards on existing water and wastewater
systems and water source access, it is hard to imagine a realistic discussion within
affordable parameters taking place without the town’s involvement.
Happy Creek Supervisor Carter, a former councilman, alluded to as much at a
work session following the Dec. 19 board meeting when he pointed out that earlier
explorations of county options in developing an independent central water system
had shown costs to be prohibitive.
At that work session Traczyk reiterated that regional initiatives on future infrastructure needs have always seemed a viable option to him and are often encouraged by the state government. “I fully support a regional approach to infrastructure
in general, I feel it is the right approach, especially with water and sewer needs
in the future. We can’t keep putting straws in the ground followed up by human
waste,” Traczyk observed of the individual residential well and septic systems associated with by-right development throughout the county.
Traczyk added that the county would continue to explore a regional water option involving Warren and Frederick Counties. “I feel I must keep an open mind, I
owe it our taxpayers, to investigate any potential revenue streams for possible tax
savings in the years to come,” he said.
Acknowledging a negative consensus by the town council on the consolidation
issue, Traczyk agreed to scrap further exploration of that political time bomb “for
now.”

COURTESY PHOTO/TOM LACOMBE

Four members of the Izaak Walton League Adopt-a-Highway
cleanup crew stopped for a break at O.J. Rudacille’s Store
in Browntown on their way to deposit 60 bags of litter gathered up on Browntown Road and Gooney Manor Loop on Dec.
17. Store proprietor Tom Lacombe snapped a shot of, from
left, Chris Lynn, Bobby Higdon, Craig Conard and Jim Eisenman stopping for a pause that refreshes from a second floor
window.
By ROGER BIANCHINI
Warren County Report
“That road was filthy,” surmised Warren County Izaak Walton League Chapter
President Chris Lynn after 17 members of the group collected 60, 55-gallon trash
bags of litter along a 13-mile stretch of Browntown Road and Gooney Manor Loop
between U.S. 340 and the Izaak Walton League Park.
The quarterly cleanups occur in March, July, October and December, Lynn
pointed out. He credited the Izaak Walton membership for their work on the project, particularly Anti-Litter Chairman Craig Conard, as well as the entire membership’s ongoing dedication to keeping a stretch of the South River District respectably clean throughout the year.
The local Izaak Walton chapter adopted its portion of Browntown Road over a
decade ago through the Virginia Department of Transportation’s Adopt a Highway
Project, Lynn said.
The December cleanup crew gathered at the Church of the Latter Day Saints
on Browntown Road early on December 17 and worked their way back from U.S.
340.
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Wyld Thyme Cafe
&
Wine Bar
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Del. Clifford L. “Clay” Athey, Jr.
18th District House of Delegates
Serving Fauquier, Frederick, and Warren County

“Refined American Cuisine”
Creekside Station
(across from Saturn of Winchester)
Open: Tues-Sat 11:30-9:00pm
Closed: Sun & Mon
Phone: 540-662-1535
Experience the warmth and relaxing “thyme” atmosphere and exceptional fine cuisine. Winchester newest wine bar is located at Creekside Station.
In addition to our regular dinner menu we feature daily specials
for lunch and dinner. See our Early Bird Fixed Price Menu Tues-Fri
from 4-7pm. Reservations recommended.
Planning a holiday event such as a luncheon, dinner, meeting, etc?
Give us a call! Gift certificates always available!

The MOMs Club of Front Royal
is holding their monthly social with a
guest speaker from the Warren County
Battered Women’s Shelter at Samuel’s
Public Library on Tuesday - Jan. 9th
10a.m.-12noon. For information, con-

Sales Staff
Needed
Warren
County
Report is looking
for some talented
advertising sales
folks! Full or parttime. Please call
Paula for information:
(540) 635-4835

tact KeriKom@adelphia.net This event
is open to the public.
The MOMs Club of Front Royal is
also sponsoring a “Stroller Skate”
at Mac’s Roller Rink on Rt. 522 in White

Stacey & I thank you for the opportunity to serve.
If I can be of any help, please contact me at (540) 635-7917,
			
in Richmond at: (804) 698-1018,
			
by E-Mail at: DelCAthey@house.state.va.us,
			
or by mail at:
PO Box 406, Room 510
						
Richmond, VA 23218

Post. The event will be held on Thursday, Jan 11 from 10a.m. to 12 noon.
The public is encouraged to bring
the little ones and their ride-on
toys, strollers, tricycles, etc., to Mac’s
Roller Rink for some good wintertime

exercise. The cost is $5 for everyone
two and older that includes skate rental
and admission. NO TWO WHEELERS
PLEASE, THOSE ARE TOO FAST!
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Poultry in Motion – turkey farm no more
Fate of cluckers named for county board unknown
By ROGER BIANCHINI
Warren County Report
The long debate between property
owner David Barnhart and the county
over the future of a 9.5-acre parcel of
Agricultural land that previously housed
a turkey farm off the intersection of Dismal Hollow and Oregon Hollow Roads
ended in mid-December.
After receiving further proffer adjustments, the Warren County Board of
Supervisors voted 4-1 to approve a Commercial rezoning to facilitate the development of a climate-controlled self-storage
facility. Shenandoah District Supervisor
and Board Chairman Richard Traczyk
cast the lone dissenting vote, citing ongoing concerns over spot-zoning issues,
though he may also have been troubled
by the fate of a turkey allegedly named
for him that may have recently resided
on the property.
During board discussion County
Administrator/Planning Director Doug
Stanley pointed out that Barcan & Associates had maintained a small number of
poultry on the property to allow a future
poultry operation as a grandfathered use
should the rezoning request be denied.
The old poultry operation closed over
two years ago when several of the poultry huts collapsed under the weight of
the same severe winter snowfall that collapsed the roof of the just completed and
since rebuilt North Warren Fire Station.
The discussion of the dozen or so
chicken and turkeys Barcan has maintained on the property led to some laughter prior to the Dec. 19 vote. Tony Carter,
whose Happy Creek District the property
is in, inquired about the turkeys. Told
they had been removed for the winter,
North River Supervisor Ron Llewellyn
commented he had heard from several
sources that those fowl had been named
for the county administrator and board
members.
Following the vote approving the
rezoning, Barnhart only laughed when
asked if little Doug Stanley, Dick Traczyk, et al would be spared the holiday
chopping block in the wake of the vote
of approval. Contacted later, Paul Barnhart, who helped his brother maintain
the poultry operation on site, said he

had become so attached to the chubby,
little fowl Doug Stanley that he couldn’t
bring himself to put him up for a dinner
table axing. However, the fate of the five
board-named fowl remains a mystery.
In 2005, the county planning commission voted 3-0 with three absences
to recommend denial of the Barcan rezoning request, also citing concerns over
precedent-setting spot zoning actions.
However, Barcan Associates principal David Barnhart and attorney Ty Lawson have asserted from the beginning of
the approval process well over a year
ago that the proffer packages offered the
county, which have included some portion of the property to the county for uses
deemed necessary in that specific area
altered the proposal from a spot-zoning
request. Barcan, formerly Barnhart and
Associates, had proffered land to the
county for use as a school bus “kiss and
ride” pull over stop and/or a new trash
compactor site early in its application to
the planning department.
The final proffer package expanded
that offer to 1.5 acres of the property to
the county for any use or uses it sees fit to
put there. Barcan also proffered $5,000
to the county toward VDOT revenue
sharing projects for road development,
berming and tree plantings to shield the
facility, the installation of pre-engineered
metal storage units to minimize on-site
construction, a set-back gated entrance
around a fenced-in property that will
allow large moving or storage trucks to
pull completely off Dismal Hollow Road
awaiting entry to the site, phased construction and other conditions mandated
by state agencies and the county.
“We feel strongly this is not spot zoning,” Lawson told the board during the
Dec. 19 public hearing. “There are no
climate-controlled storage units in the
county, the proffered land for the county
has been increased, so we believe there
will be overall benefit to the public, so
this site will not be spot zoning.”
Unlike the planning commission public hearing over a year ago, no residential
neighbors from up winding Oregon Hollow Road behind the property appeared
to speak against or for the proposal last
month. Among the concerns originally
expressed by neighbors were increased

traffic flow, additional commercial development in the area, as well as the
potential for the property reopening as a
heavily scented poultry farm.
Barcan representatives pointed out
that a self-storage facility was likely one
of the least traffic generating commercial uses possible. Stanley also pointed
out that concern over strip commercial
development in the area was severely
limited by the topographical and existing
land use patterns. “It is sort of an island
with the creek on one side and a steep hill
[with residential lots] behind it,” Stanley
commented during the Dec. 19 board
discussion.
The property lies several hundred feet
between the John Marshall Highway and
I-66 Overlay Districts that would allow
such commercial development with far
fewer restrictions. Stanley told the board
the property is about one mile from the
nearest commercial development. That
commercial strip is at the John Marshall
Highway and Dismal Hollow Road intersection near the I-66 Linden interchange
where the Apple House, and Linden Exxon and Q-Stop gas station/convenience
stores are located.
Carter called the proposal the best
available use for the property and made
the motion to approve the rezoning,
which was seconded by Llewellyn despite the vagaries surrounding the fate of
their fowl namesakes.
Carter cited the need for a kiss and
ride school bus stop at the location, the
removal of the eye sore of collapsed turkey huts, the landscaping and other proffers in explaining his support. Llewellyn

commended the applicant for his persistence in working with county staff
to develop a proposal that eased most
concerns about the spot zoning issue and
other variables seen as roadblocks to the
initial proposal.
Carter said one option had been for
the county to purchase the entire parcel
from Barcan, “But we can’t buy everything we want,” he added.
“It’s exactly what I expected from a
responsible board in Warren County, I
mean it’s the right decision,” Barnhart
said after the completion of a lengthy
review process that once earned the proposal an in-print comparison to Russian
mystic Rasputin, alleged to have refused
to die for an extended period despite the
best efforts of those Royal family conspirators seeking to remove his influence
on the wife of Czar Nicholas II as the
1917 Russian Revolution approached.
“I believe the spot-zoning issue is
one of those that had to go completely
through the decision-making process,”
Barnhart observed of the major concern
of county staff. “In other words there was
lots of investigation to do into other uses
for the property. And my first instinct
was it is the best use of the property and
I think they reasonably came to that conclusion, as well.”
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Sales Staff
Needed
Warren
County
Report is looking
for some talented
advertising sales
folks! Full or parttime. Please call
Paula for information:
(540) 635-4835

Warren County Elementary Schools - January 2006
Monday
Lunch

N
Y
ARY
LS

Tuesday
1

Holiday

8

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Cheese Quesadilla
2. Chicken Nuggets
3. Chicken Salad Sandwich
4. Chicken Caesar Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch

Lunch

15

Holiday

22

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Cheese Pizza
2. Meatball Sub
3. Ham & Cheese Sub
4. Minnie Mouse Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch

9

16

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Chicken Tenders
2. Pizza Pocket
3. Chicken Salad Sandwich
4. Chicken Caesar Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

No School

2007

Lunch

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Pepperoni Pizza
2. Chicken Patty Sandwich
3. Ham & Cheese Sub
4. Minnie Mouse Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch

Wednesday
2

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Chicken Sticks
2. Pizza Pocket
3. Chicken Salad Sandwich
4. Chicken Caesar Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

No School

Lunch

Lunch

29

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Pepperoni Pizza
2. Chicken Patty Sandwich
3. Ham & Cheese Sub
4. Minnie Mouse Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch

23

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Baked Breaded Chicken
2. Cheeseburger on Bun
3. Chicken Salad Sandwich
4. Chicken Caesar Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch
Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Cheese Quesadilla
2. Chicken Nuggets
3. Chicken Salad Sandwich
4. Chicken Caesar Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

2007 NATIONAL THANK YOU CUSTOMER WEEK.

Lunch

Thursday
3

Friday
4

Lunch

5

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Spaghetti w/Meat Sauce w/wo roll
2. Taco Pocket
3. Italian Sub
4. Chef Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Mini Corndog
Available side: Kids Munchies*
2. Pizza Bagel
3. Turkey & Cheese Sub
4. Peppi Pizza Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

10

11

12

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Beefy Nachos
2. Pizza Pocket
3. Ham, Turkey & Cheese Sub
4. Garden Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Hamburger on Bun
Available side: Baked Cheetos
2. Lasagna Roll-Up
3. Bologna & Cheese Sandwich
4. Chef Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Trout Treasures
2. Steak & Cheese
3. Turkey & Cheese Sub
4. Peppi Pizza Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

17

18

19

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Hot Dog on Bun
2. Fish Sandwich
3. Pretzel w/Yogurt
4. Garden Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Breadsticks w/Marinara Sauce
2. Beef Burrito
3. Bologna & Cheese Sandwich
4. Chef Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Macaroni & Cheese
2. Fish Nuggets
3. Turkey & Cheese Sub
4. Peppi Pizza Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

24

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Soft Shell Beef Tacos
2. Batman Pizza Pocket
3. Ham, Turkey & Cheese Sub
4. Garden Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

30

Lunch

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. French Toast Sticks w/wo
Sausage
2. Beef Ravioli`
3. Ham, Turkey & Cheese Sub
4. Garden Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch

31

Must Select 1 Entrée:
1. Grilled Cheese Sandwich
Available side: Tomato Soup
2. Hamburger on Bun
3. Ham, Turkey & Cheese Sub
4. Garden Salad
5. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

25

Must Select 1 Entrée:
EARLY RELEASE
1. Mini Corndogs
2. Bologna & Cheese Sandwich
3. Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

No School
Professional Day

26

The Warren County Sheriff’s Office
received a call at approximately 9:22
p.m. on December 20, 2006 from a motorist advising that a white Chevrolet van
was driving recklessly in the area of the
Riverton intersection. The van was traveling south entering the Town of Front
Royal and appeared as if it may be chasing another vehicle. The caller advised
that the van had also struck a light pole
in the area of North Royal and 6th Street

Sheriff McEathron advises that Deputy Brad Pugh located the vehicle and
attempted to stop it at the intersection
Union and Main Street . The van refused
to stop and attempted to elude the deputy
and the Front Royal Police that were assisting. The van reached speeds of up to
60 m.p.h. and almost collided with several police cruisers. The chase ended on
New Avenue . When Sheriff’s deputies
approached the vehicle the female operator locked the doors and refused to exit
the vehicle. The driver’s door glass was
broken and the operator was removed
from the vehicle. The operator was identified as Loretta Lynn Ferris, 41 years of
age, of 615 New Avenue , Front Royal.
Ferris was charged with D.U. I. , Driving
after being declared a Habitual Offender,
Refusal of breathalyzer or blood test,
MEAL
felony eluding, and resisting arrest. She
REQUIREMENT
is being held without bond in the WarStudents must
County Jail. Additional charges are
select 1ren
entrée
and a minimum
of
pending.
1 other item to
receive the meal
price.

December 19, 2006

SIDES Chief Ronald A. Williamson advised

A CHOICE
at
thatof sometime
during the early morning
least TWO Sides
hours
of
SATURDAY,
DECEMBER 16,
will be available
daily for2006,
lunch. person or persons unknown, comSome of the
Choices mitted
may be: several vandalisms in the Main
FreshStreet
Fruit and Luray Avenue areas. In each
Fruit Cup
case,
Fruit Juice a rock was used to break windows
Tossedof
Salad
businesses, including Wynn’s ResHot Vegetables
taurant,
219 East Main Street; Passages
Desserts

Travel, 203 East Main Street; Schewel’s
Furniture Store, 125 East Main Street
MILK
CHOICES
and a vehicle belonging to Katharine
1% White
Slayton which was parked near 126
1% Chocolate
2 % White
Luray Avenue. Damages are in excess
Skim Milk
of $3,000.00. Anyone with any inforIn accordance with federal
mation regarding these incidents is relaw and U.S. Department of
Agriculture policy, this
quested
to contact the Front Royal Police
institution is prohibited
from
discriminating on the basis of
race, color, national origin,
Department
at 540-635-2111 or Crime
sex, age or disability. To file a
complaint of discrimination,
Solvers
write USDA Director,
Office of at 540-635-9900.
Civil Rights, Room 326-W,
Whitten Building, 1400
Independence Ave, SW,
Washington, D.C. 205009410 or call (202) 720-5964
(voice and TDD). USDA is an
equal opportunity provider
and employer.
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Warren County High School - January 2006
Monday

Tuesday

Lunch

1

EN
Y

No School

OL

Lunch

2007

Warren County Report

Holiday

8

2

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

9

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch

16

22

Lunch
SLOPPY JOES
STEAK & CHEESE SUB

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch

29

CHICKEN NUGGET
CHICKEN PARMESAN

Lunch

17

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch

24

CHILI CON CORNE
W/WO CORN MUFFIN
RIB-B-QUE SANDWICH

30

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch

Lunch

Lunch

5

MINI CORNDOGS
Avail. Side: Kids Munchies*
BACON CHEESEBURGER
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

11

Lunch

12

CHEESE QUESADILLA
CHICKEN CLUB

SOFT SHELL TACOS
BACON CHEESEBURGER

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch

18

Lunch

19

CHICKEN STICKS
CHICKEN CLUB

MACARONI & CHEESE
BACON CHEESEBURGER

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch
EARLY RELEASE

25

LASAGNA ROLL UPS
W/GARLIC ROLL
CHICKEN CLUB

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

GRILLED CHEESE SANDWICH
Avail. Side: Tomato Soup
STEAK & CHEESE SUB

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch

GRILLED CHEESE SANDWICH
Avail. Side: Tomato Soup
RIB-B-QUE SANDWICH

23

CHICKEN TENDERS
CHICKEN PARMESAN

10

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch

Lunch
BREADSTICKS W/ MARINARA
SAUCE
RIB-B-QUE SANDWICH

HOT DOG ON BUN
STEAK & CHEESE SUB

Holiday

4

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch

Friday

Lunch
BBQ CHICKEN SANDWICH
CHICKEN CLUB

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

15

3

BEEFY NACHOS
RIB-B-QUE SANDWICH

PIZZA POCKET
STEAK & CHEESE SUB

No School

Thursday

Lunch

MEATBALL SUB
STEAK & CHEESE SUB

CHICKEN NUGGETS
CHICKEN PARMESAN

Lunch

Wednesday

Lunch

Lunch

SIDES

26

No School
Professional Day

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

31

BEEFY NACHOS
RIB-B-QUE SANDWICH
May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Warren County Middle & Junior High Schools - January 2006

, 2007 NATIONAL THANK YOU CUSTOMER WEEK.
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Lunch
1

Lunch
2

Lunch
3

Lunch
4

Lunch
5

No School

LASAGNA ROLL UPS
FISH SANDWICH
TURKEY & CHEESE SUB
CHEF SALAD

CHICKEN TENDERS
STEAK & CHEESE SUB
HAM & CHEESE SUB
CHICKEN CEASAR SALAD

HARD SHELL BEEF TACOS
CHICKEN CLUB
BOLOGNA, HAM & CHEESE
SUB
PEPPI PIZZA SALAD

CHEESE QUESADILLA
Avail. Side: Kids Munchies*
BACON CHEESEBURGER
TURKEY, HAM & CHEESE SUB
GARDEN SALAD

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch
8

Lunch
9

Lunch
10

Lunch
11

Lunch
12

CHICKEN STICKS
PIZZA BURGER
ITALIAN SUB
ANTIPASTA SALAD

HOT HAM & CHEESE SANDWICH
CHICKEN PARMESAN
TURKEY & CHEESE SUB
CHEF SALAD

BEEFY NACHOS
STEAK & CHEESE SUB
HAM & CHEESE SUB
CHICKEN CEASAR SALAD

PIZZA POCKET
BACON CHEESEBURGER
TURKEY, HAM & CHEESE SUB
GARDEN SALAD

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

BREADSTICKS W/ MARINARA
SAUCE
CHICKEN CLUB
BOLOGNA, HAM & CHEESE
SUB
PEPPI PIZZA SALAD

Lunch
15

Lunch
16

Lunch
17

Lunch
18

Lunch
19

No School

GRILLED CHEESE SANDWICH
Avail. Side: Tomato Soup
FISH SANDWICH
TURKEY & CHEESE SUB
CHEF SALAD

MEATBALL SUB
STEAK & CHEESE SUB
HAM & CHEESE SUB
CHICKEN CEASAR SALAD

BAKED BREADED CHICKEN
CHICKEN CLUB
BOLOGNA, HAM & CHEESE
SUB
PEPPI PIZZA SALAD

HOT DOG ON BUN
BACON CHEESEBURGER
TURKEY, HAM & CHEESE SUB
GARDEN SALAD

Holiday

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Holiday

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch
22

Lunch
23

Lunch
24

Lunch
25
EARLY RELEASE

Lunch
26

CHICKEN NUGGETS
PIZZA BURGER
ITALIAN SUB
ANTIPASTA SALAD

SOFT SHELL BEEF TACOS
CHICKEN PARMESAN
TURKEY & CHEESE SUB
CHEF SALAD

SPAGHETTI & MEATSAUCE
W/WO ROLL
STEAK & CHEESE SUB
HAM & CHEESE SUB
CHICKEN CEASAR SALAD

MINI CORNDOGS
CHICKEN CLUB
BOLOGNA, HAM & CHEESE
SUB
PEPPI PIZZA SALAD

No School

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Lunch
29

Lunch
30

Lunch
31

CHICKEN STICKS
PIZZA BURGER
ITALIAN SUB
ANTIPASTA SALAD

MACARONI & CHEESE
FISH SANDWICH
TURKEY & CHEESE SUB
CHEF SALAD

CHILI W/WO CORN MUFFIN
STEAK & CHEESE SUB
HAM & CHEESE SUB
CHICKEN CEASAR SALAD

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

May Select Up to 2 Sides and
1 Milk

Professional Day

MEAL
REQUIREMENT
Students must
select 1 entrée
and a minimum of
1 other item to
receive the meal
price.
DAILY ENTRÉES
Cheeseburger
Chicken Patty
Sandwich
Assorted Pizza
Made to Order
Subs & Salads
Tuna or Chicken
Salad Sandwich
A CHOICE of at
least TWO Sides
will be available
daily for lunch.
Some of the
Choices may be:
Fresh Fruit
Fruit Cup
Fruit Juice
Tossed Salad
Hot Vegetables
Desserts
MILK
CHOICES
1% White
1% Chocolate
2 % White
Skim Milk
In accordance with federal
law and U.S. Department of
Agriculture policy, this
institution is prohibited from
discriminating on the basis of
race, color, national origin,
sex, age or disability. To file a
complaint of discrimination,
write USDA Director, Office of
Civil Rights, Room 326-W,
Whitten Building, 1400
Independence Ave, SW,
Washington, D.C. 205009410 or call (202) 720-5964
(voice and TDD). USDA is an
equal opportunity provider
and employer.

MEAL
REQUIREMENT
Students must
select 1 entrée
and a minimum of
1 other item to
receive the meal
price.
DAILY
ENTRÉES
Cheeseburger
Chicken Patty
Sandwich
Assorted Pizza
Tuna or Chicken
Salad Sandwich

SIDES
A CHOICE of at
least TWO Sides
will be available
daily for lunch.
Some of the
Choices may be:
Fresh Fruit
Fruit Cup
Fruit Juice
Tossed Salad
Hot Vegetables
Desserts

MILK
CHOICES
1% White
1% Chocolate
2 % White
Skim Milk
In accordance with federal
law and U.S. Department of
Agriculture policy, this
institution is prohibited from
discriminating on the basis of
race, color, national origin,
sex, age or disability. To file a
complaint of discrimination,
write USDA Director, Office of
Civil Rights, Room 326-W,
Whitten Building, 1400
Independence Ave, SW,
Washington, D.C. 205009410 or call (202) 720-5964
(voice and TDD). USDA is an
equal opportunity provider
and employer.
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A family tradition of putting war into words
From the Civil War to Vietnam, one family remembers and writes
By ROGER BIANCHINI
Warren County Report
Like many of his generation, 59-yearold Browntown resident Tom Lacombe
saw the face of war up close and personal
in Vietnam.
However, unlike most of his U.S.
Army foot soldier contemporaries, Lacombe felt a responsibility to put his experience of the “every soldier’s” life at
war into words. That responsibility was
born 142 years ago with a man named
Robert Pierce.
“My great grandfather had written a
story about the Civil War from his experiences as an infantryman and when I
read his stories it’s just so amazing,” Lacombe says. “He wrote in a little simpler
style than I do, but his recounting of just
the everyday things he experienced are
so fascinating to me.
“For instance, he was captured and
taken to prison in Richmond and was put
on Belle Island out in the middle of the
James River because he was an enlisted
man. And when he was released, just
little things he would mention, like he
got new clothes at that point and he mentions how his old clothes were ‘allowed
to float down the river, livestock and all,’
referring to the lice that were on them;
and the fact that when the Union soldiers
gave him food, he said at that point his
fingernails began to grow again. So, it’s
little tidbits like that – how hungry they
were, being covered with lice,” Lacombe
says of some very real, if unglamorous
experiences of war.
“Of special interest to me was that he
fought all his battles in Virginia, where I
now live, and marched alongside federal
troops from the Twelfth Regiment, of
which I would later be a part,” Lacombe
says of his great grandfather’s memoir,
entitled “A Narrative of the Experiences
of Robert Pierce While a Soldier in the
Civil War.”
“He fought and was wounded at the
second Battle of Bull Run, which is pretty close to here. . . he ended up the rest
of the afternoon laying on that battlefield
with a lot of other Union soldiers that
were dead and wounded. And the next
day the ones that could, got up from the
battlefield and wandered over to a Confederate hospital, where they were given

slips that allowed them to walk back to
Washington. They were, I think they
called it paroled, for six months, which
meant their wounds were considered serious enough that they wouldn’t be able
to go back and immediately serve with
their units. It was kind of a gentleman’s
agreement that they would not rejoin
their forces until that six months was
up.”
Lacombe adds one final detail of his
ancestor’s war journal. “As they were

pivotal one in his life. He also believes
there are big lessons to be learned from
the small experiences of war, if only the
following generations and their leaders
bothered to listen.
“I think when it comes to my experience in war, it makes me more of a peace
lover. I would be the last one to decide to
go to war, probably. It doesn’t make me
any smarter as to the carrying out of a
war – sometimes people think, ‘Oh he’s a
veteran, he knows more about this,’ – but

WCR PHOTO/ROGER BIANCHINI

Tom Lacombe holds court at O.J. Rudacille’s General Store
in Browntown. Lacombe feels a close emotional connection
to the store, which has served its community since 1884. His
book and Warren County Report are both available there, along
with most of the other essentials of life.
approaching the Confederate troops that
were behind the railroad berm at Bull
Run some of the men were cursing and
he pointed out to them not to curse because they might be meeting their maker
pretty soon; of course, we cursed a lot in
Vietnam but those were different times.”
‘Light Ruck, Vietnam 1969’
Lacombe believes that while his
experience of the Vietnam War wasn’t
much different than that of thousands
of other grunts, as foot soldiers of that
generation came to be known, it was a

it’s not necessarily true. But I would be
less prone to go to war, I would make
sure we had a little bit stronger reasons
than we did in Iraq before I would commit our troops.”
But Lacombe is no peacenik by nature, in fact in the preface to his book
“Light Ruck, Vietnam 1969” Lacombe
says that as a college student at the University of Maryland he perceived the
“peace movement” with a great deal of
suspicion, viewing protesters as largely
either shirkers of their duties as citizens
or militant troublemakers.
But living with the shadow of death

hovering close by for a year in the tropical mountains of Vietnam and having that
shadow sometimes brush uncomfortably
close can tend to either harden opinions
into a blanket denial anything might be
wrong with a soldier’s fate or open one’s
mind to more lengthy consideration of
the whys a nation sends its young men
into harm’s way on foreign soil.
The Vietnam era soldier has largely
been ignored, vilified or misunderstood,
Lacombe believes. For all their collective human flaws – from cursing to drug
use or a draftee’s resigned cynicism,
the grunts of Vietnam were disciplined
soldiers when push came to shove, Lacombe says.
“I wanted people to know that the
image of the soldier in Vietnam – sometimes you hear them talked about disparagingly and we were certainly no angels
over there – but I never saw anybody
hurt a civilian; the soldiers were disciplined and even though there was drug
use, generally we did what we were told
to do. When it came to combat, young
men, whether they enlisted or were draftees, they did what they were asked to do
and they served this country well. And
that’s pretty much what my message was
in the book – I wanted people to know
that the young men that were fighting in
Vietnam sacrificed for their country.
“I wanted people to know what it was
like at certain times when we were in the
most stressful situations. For instance,
trying to take a hill when you knew that
your life was in grave danger by taking
that hill but we weren’t really sure that
it, in the grand scheme of things, as far
as what was going on back in the United
States . . . what it meant. We knew it was
important for us to stick together to take
that hill but as far as back in the United States, people really didn’t care that
much, and I wanted people to know what
sacrifices were made in their name.”
A tight circle
Lacombe said he experienced an odd
dichotomy in the emotional makeup of
being a foot soldier at war. “I guess you
do develop a closeness but sometimes
you try not to get too close to anyone you
don’t really have to. You get real close to
See Lacombe, Pg. 22
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Opinion:
Shades of Vietnam Once More
Washington still thinks it can turn Iraq into a state built to American specifications. Historian David Kaiser says
that the United States made that mistake in Vietnam, and that the outcome will be no better this time.

By David Kaiser
History News Service
The wars in Vietnam and Iraq differ
in major respects, but U.S. policy in both
suffers from the same fatal flaw. The
publication of National Security Adviser
Stephen Hadley’s Nov. 8 memorandum
shows a critical similarity between the
American approaches to these wars.
In both cases the United States has
tried to turn a nation into something
alien to its nature. Now as in Vietnam,
the U.S. government is refusing to base
its policies upon reality and is looking
for a local leader who can make political
bricks without straw to build the nation

the United States has in mind. For that
reason, the intervention in Iraq, like that
in South Vietnam, seems almost certain
to end in failure.
Hadley’s memorandum provides a
very rare glimpse of what someone in
the administration is actually thinking.
He wants a united, democratic, moderate Iraq in which all Sunnis, Shiites and
Kurds can live, but he doesn’t know if
Prime Minister Nuri Al-Maliki shares
this goal. Not surprisingly; since he belongs to a Shiite political party with a terrorist past, Maliki seems to be representing the interests of the Shiites, and giving
Muqtada al-Sadr’s militias a free rein.
According to Hadley, Maliki either

doesn’t know what is happening or isn’t
telling his American interlocutors the
truth. Hadley assumes that Maliki’s recent clashes with American authorities
are attempts to act like a strong leader,
which he has failed to do towards the
Shiite militias.
The national security adviser barely
considers the more likely possibility that
Maliki knows and supports what those
militias are doing. Like so many American policymakers in so many other wars,
Hadley, following President Bush, thinks
he knows exactly what Iraq needs; the
problem is that so few Iraqis seem to
agree.
South Vietnam’s governments also
had serious problems. The Diem regime
(1954-63) wanted to defeat or at least
contain the Viet Cong but could not rally
non-Communist South Vietnamese behind it, prompting the United States to
abandon it.         
From November 1963 until June
1965 the United States tried to find a
government that would fight the war IT
wanted to fight, but many South Vietnamese wanted a settlement with the Viet
Cong instead. Washington had to settle
for a military government that was never
popular and eventually failed. Had the
United States respected the realities on
the ground, South Vietnam could have
had a coalition government by 1965.
It might even have survived. Even if it
hadn’t, the United States and South Vietnam would have been spared enormous
suffering.
Hadley’s memo proposes to re-create Maliki. Rather than replace him, he
actually wants to detach him from his
current Shiite political base and build
him a whole new one. The United States
might “use our own political capital to
press moderates to align themselves
with Maliki’s new political bloc” and
“consider monetary support to moderate
groups that have been seeking to break
with larger, more sectarian parties.” Four
years into the war, Hadley also wants to

build him a whole new police force. He
also speaks of letting Maliki control more
Iraqi troops, indicating that most of them
are now under American command.        
The suggestion that Maliki should
completely recast his political base is
about as realistic as asking President
Bush to replace half his cabinet with
Democrats, and just as likely to happen. (Similarly, some Americans in 1963
thought that Diem could continue in office if he fired his brother Nhu - about
as likely as President Kennedy firing his
brother Robert, the attorney general.)
Since the administration apparently has
no intention of abandoning its fantasy of
the new Iraq, it will, like the United States
in Vietnam, be tempted to seek Maliki’s
replacement when he does not change.
He is already the administration’s third
chosen prime minister.
Alternatively, some administration
figures reportedly want simply to abandon trying to bring the Sunnis on board
and give the Shiites free rein. This rather
desperate step might eventually crush the
insurgency, but it would undercut every
Sunni regime in the region - including
American allies there - and almost certainly mean a bloodbath on a massive
scale.
The time has come to stop sacrificing
Iraqi and American lives for a hopeless
vision of a unified, democratic and pluralistic Iraq. More than ever, the American people need leaders willing to choose
among real options.

David Kaiser is the Stanley Kaplan Professor of History and Leadership Studies
at Williams College, and the author of
“American Tragedy: Kennedy, Johnson,
and the Origins of the Vietnam War”
(2000). He is a writer for the History
News Service.
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Open for lunch except Tues & Sun
Full menu until 1:30 AM every night!
Traditional homemade pub fare
We specialize in private parties!
Piccadilly Street in Winchester
(540) 665-0616

Coalie Harry’s Pub

ENTERTAINMENT & FOOTBALL SPECIALS!
Sunday: Karaoke (15 cent wings for the game)
Monday: Karaoke (15 cent wings for the game)
Tuesday: Trivia ($2 burgers from 4-9 PM)
Wednesday: Karaoke ($2 sloppy joes 4-9 PM)
Thursday: Open Mic ($1.50 burritos 4-9 PM)
Friday: DJ Dance Party
Saturday: The Valley’s best bands and DJs!
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the guys that are in your squad (about 10 men)
Lacombe, from pg. 18 but other guys you just kind of shy away from a
little bit. If everybody there is somebody that’s
your close friend and they get hurt, then it’s harder to function.
“The whole time you’re there you’re not worried that your life is in danger. You
get used to it – that you always have to carry your weapon, that you’re always looking around you. But those times when you had to move on that hill and you knew
the enemy was dug in, that’s when it was stressful for me and I wanted people to
know what it was like.

January 4, 2007

Warren County
Parks and Recreation Department
is sponsoring the following activities:
BUS TRIP to see Disney on Ice’s “100 Years of Magic” ice show on Sunday February 18th at the Verizon Center in Washington D.C. Bus will leave from the RES
Youth Center at 12:15pm; show time is 2:30pm. Cost is $40.00 per reservation,
limit 6 tickets per household.
BUS TRIP to see the Washington Wizards vs. Chicago Bulls on Sunday April 15th
at the Verizon Center in Washington D.C. Bus will leave from Bing Crosby Stadium at 1:00pm, game time is 3:30pm. Cost is $55.00 per reservation, limit 6
tickets per household.
BUS TRIP to the Dulles Air & Space Museum in Chantilly, VA on Saturday, March
10th. Bus will leave from the RES Youth Center at 7:30am and return at approximately 5:00pm. Cost is $30.00 per reservation, limit 6 reservations per household,
and 40 reservations are available. Reservations include: transportation, IMAX
film screening and a ride in the flight simulator. Lunch will be on your own, then
enjoy the remainder of your day at the Hazy Center, Donald C. Engen Tower and
the McDonnel Space Shuttle Hanger.

COURTESY PHOTO/JEAN LACOMBE

Authors Tom Lacombe and Homer Hickam, both veterans of
the Vietnam War, pose together at the West Virginia Book
Faire 2006 in November. Hickam is author of “Rocket Boys,
A Memoir” his autobiographical account of his childhood in
Coalwood, West Virginia, which was made into the movie
“October Sky.”

“One time when we were in a situation like that I had just met a guy, he was dug
in, in the hole next to me. And here in a few minutes we were told to take a little
break and I sat down and talked to the guy and felt like we were going to be good
friends even though we weren’t in the same squad. And his platoon got word they
were to go out and help another patrol that was in trouble and 15 minutes later I got
word that he was dead.
“You know that kind of thing sort of shocks you, and then a few minutes after
that we were told we were going to help [his] platoon and a few minutes later one
of our squad leaders was dead.”
Such experiences have colored how Lacombe views much of day-to-day life
“back in the world,” as home came to be called. “It gives me a whole different
aspect, certain things I’ve been accused of not taking seriously enough. I brush a
lot of things off that maybe would upset other people. They just don’t seem that
important when I look back and think about life or death matters, and those other
things just don’t get to me.”
“Light Ruck, Vietnam 1969,” was a Virginia Festival of the Book Selection for
2005 and Lacombe was a featured author this past November at the “West Virginia
Book Faire 2006,” where he appeared with another Vietnam vet, Homer Hickam,
author of “Rocket Boys, A Memoir,” which was later made into the movie “October Sky.”
Further information on his, and his great-grandfather’s book, may be obtained
by calling on Tom at O.J. Rudacille’s General Store in Browntown or visiting
http://www.loftpress.com/bookmain/lightrucmain “Light Ruck, Vietnam 1969” is
also available locally in the Novel Idea Book Store and Royal Oak Bookshop.

BATON TWIRLING class, for those ages 3 – 16 years old beginning Wednesday,
January 3rd, 2007. Class will be held at the RES Youth Center on Sundays, January 14th through February 18th, 3:30pm -4:30pm. Cost is $30.00 per child. Registration will be taken till until class starts.
DOG OBEDIENCE CLASS for dogs 3 months old and up. Class is held on Tuesday nights, April 3rd through May 8th at the RES Youth Center Botanical Gardens,
5:00 PM -6:00 PM or 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM. Cost is $75.00 per dog for the six week
session. Owners must bring proof of rabies and distemper combo vaccinations
when registering. Class size is limited to 6 dogs per time frame.
GYMNASTICS CLASSES for those ages 4 years and older beginning Wednesday, January 3rd, 2007. Beginner through Advance classes will be available, class
times vary. Classes will be held at the Warren County Middle School gym on Saturdays, February 10th through March 31st. Cost is $75.00 per child with uniform,
$60.00 without uniform, with a 20 participant limit per class.
EASTER EGG HUNT at the RES Youth Center on Saturday, March 31st beginning at 2:00pm, doors open at 1:50pm. Children 10 years of age and under
$5.00 per child includes picture
MUSIC READING (for total beginners) at the RES Youth Center on Saturday,
January 20th from 2:00pm -4:00pm for ages 16 & up. $30.00 for workshop, $15.00
for materials
INSTANT PIANO (for hopelessly busy people) at the RES Youth Center on Saturday, January 27th from 1:00pm - 4:00pm for ages 16 & up. $40.00 for workshop,
$25.00 for materials.

For more information contact the Warren County Parks
and Recreation office, Monday through Friday, 8:00am
- 5:00pm at 540-635-7750.
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The News at Noon
&
The Valley Today
The award winning “News at Noon”
30 minutes of LOCAL news
Weekdays at 12:05 pm

· tourism

· public safety
· health

· local leaders

· issues

· business
· round tables
· education

· politics

· philanthropy

The award winning “The Valley Today”
30 minutes of LOCAL interviews
Weekdays at 12:30 pm
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Front Royal Tourism Report
Folks from 39 states and 14 countries checked in last month!

							

			
From other countries 
From the U.S.A.

What prompted your visit?
Appalachian Trail		
16
Bed & Breakfast Guides		
2
Business Trip			
17
Camping Directories		
2
Christendom College		
3
Driving through			
62
Friends				
17
Genealogy			
3
History/Civil War			
21
Internet				
4
Local Resident			
18
Luray Caverns			
4
Previous Visit			
5
RCI Condo Exchange		
2
Randolph Macon Academy
3
Regional Resident		
40
Relatives			
42
Relocating			
16
Shopping			
2
Skyline Caverns			
10
Skyline Drive/SNP		
175
Uncertain or no reply		
47
Vacation				
55
Visiting				
60
Visitors’ Center Hospitality
2
Wineries				
18

Visitors entering Shenandoah
National Park in Front Royal
Nov 2006		
84,986

Nov 2005



55,360

Visitors entering Shenandoah
River State Park in Bentonville
Sep 2006		
10,908

Sep 2005



11,384

Nov 2006		

Nov 2005

558 		

		

584

103 		

		

123

Australia		
Austria		
Canada		
Croatia		
England		
Scotland		
France		
Germany		
Israel			
Mexico		
Netherlands
New Zealand
Spain		
Switzerland

6
6
18
3
19
4
7
23
4
3
2
2
4
2

This data was compiled by Front Royal Tourism
Coordinator Don LaFever from the guest registry.
You can find Don and a wealth of information at the
Visitor’s Center on Main Street. (540) 635-5788

AL				 9
AK				 AZ				 3
AR				 3
CA				 14
CO				 10
CT				 11
DE				 4
DC				 13
FL				
1 8
GA				 8
HI				
ID				
IL				
1 8
IN				
4
IA				
5
KS				 2
KY				 9
LA				 13
ME				 5
MD				 63
MA				 11
MI				 15
MN				 2
MS				 2
MO				 MT				 NE				 NV				 2
NH				 6
NJ				
1 9
NM				 NY				 22
NC				 ND				 OK				 OH				 21
OR				 1
PA				
5 5
PR				 2
RI				
4
SC				 7
SD				 TN				 6
TX				 15
UT				 VT				 2
VA				138
WA				 7
WV				 1
WI				 8
WY				 -
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Community calendar
CCWDA Dance
1/6/2007 - 8:00pm - 11:30pm
The Country Club Western Dance
Association of Winchester and Front
Royal will be hosting a Dance tonight at Bowling Green Country Club
South. A dance lesson will be given
between 9:00pm - 9:30pm. The
public is invited. Admission: $6.00/
members - $8.00/non-members.
This is a non-profit organization and
has a smoke & alcohol free environment. For more information please
call Gail King at (540)635-2353

Town Council Meeting
1/8/2007 - 7:00pm
The Front Royal Town Council
meets tonight in the Warren County
Government Center located at 220
N. Commerce Avenue.

BAR Meeting
1/9/2007 - 7:30pm
The Front Royal Board of Architectural Review (BAR) meets tonight
in the Town Hall 3rd Floor Conference Room located at 16 N. Royal
Avenue.

Blue Grass Night
1/12/2007 - 7:00pm - 10:00pm
The Browntown Community Center
Association is sponsoring a “Blue
Grass Pickin’ Night” tonight at the
Browntown Community Center.
Only acoustic instruments are permitted. All levels of musicians are
welcome. Food/drink is available
for purchase. Admission is FREE!

MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY Town Holiday
1/15/2007
The Town of Front Royal Business
Offices will be closed today. Trash,
Yard Waste and Recycling pickup for this day will be Wednesday,
January 17.

Commerce Avenue. The Federation is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to the conservation of the American wild
turkey and the preservation of

Blue Grass Night
2/9/2007 - 7:00pm - 10:00pm

The Front Royal Board of Zoning
Appeals (BZA) meets tonight in the
Town Hall Conference Room located
at 16 N. Royal Avenue - 3rd Floor.

The Browntown Community Center
Association is sponsoring a “Blue
Grass Pickin’ Night” tonight at the
Browntown Community Center. Only
acoustic instruments are permitted.
All levels of musicians are welcome.
Food/drink is available for purchase.
Admission is FREE!

The Front Royal Planning Commission meets tonight in the Warren County Government Center
located at 220 N. Commerce Avenue. Please click below for the
agenda for tonight.
Town Council Meeting
1/22/2007 - 7:00pm

Town Council Meeting
2/12/2007 - 7:00pm
The Front Royal Town Council
meets tonight in the Warren County
Government Center located at 220
N. Commerce Avenue.

BAR Meeting
2/13/2007 - 7:30pm
The Front Royal Board of Architec-

The Front Royal Town Council meets
tural Review (BAR) meets tonight
tonigh in the Warren County Governin the Warren County Government
ment Center located at 220 N. ComCenter located at 220 N. Commerce Avenue

merce Avenue.

Heritage Banquet
1/26/2007 - 6:00pm

BZA Meeting
2/20/2007 - 6:30pm

our hunting heritage. This event is
open to the public. For ticket infor- The Front Royal Board of Zoning Apmation please call Art Kasson at peals (BZA) meets tonight in the 3rd
(540)622-6103.
Floor Conference Room in Town Hall

BZA Meeting
1/16/2007 - 6:30pm

Planning Commission Meeting
1/17/2007 - 7:00pm

Waste and Recycling pick-up
for this day will be Wednesday,
February 21, 2007.

located at 16 N. Royal Avenue.
Planning Commission Meeting
2/21/2007 - 7:00pm
The Front Royal Planning Commission
meets tonight in the Warren County
Government Center located at 220 N.
Commerce Avenue.
Town Council Meeting

2/26/2007 - 7:00pm
The Front Royal Town Council meets
tonight in the Warren County Government Center located at 220 N. Commerce Avenue
Blue Grass Night
3/9/2007 - 7:00pm - 10:00pm
The Browntown Community Center
Association is sponsoring a “Blue
Grass Pickin’ Night” tonight at the
Browntown Community Center. Only
acoustic instruments are permitted.
All levels of musicians are welcome.
Food/drink is available for purchase.
Admission is FREE!

PRESIDENT’S DAY - Town HoliTown Council Meeting
day
3/12/2007 - 7:00pm
2/19/2007

The Skyline Strutters Chapter of
the National Wild Turkey FederaPRESIDENT’S DAY - The Town of
tion is holding their Annual Hunting
Front Royal Business Offices will
Heritage Banquet tonight at the
be closed today. Trash, Yard
Front Royal Fire Hall located on

The Front Royal Town Council meets
tonight in the Warren County Government Center located at 220 N. Commerce Avenue.
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Movie Review:
“Stoned”
The bombshell revelation on
death of Rolling Stones founder
By PAT FLOWERS
(Eye Soar guitarist)
Warren County Report
No, it’s not a movie about getting high – at least not in
the sense of mere mortals traversing a day-to-day world as
seemingly different from that of the celebrity as the gods
lives have always been from those of the humans they observe from on high.
“Stoned,” rather, is a factual recounting of the final three
months, with brief and enticing flashbacks, of the life of
Rolling Stones’ guitarist and founder Brian Jones. Jones
was found at the bottom of his swimming pool by houseguests in 1969 just months after officially leaving the band
he created some six years earlier. For decades the official coroner’s verdict – death
by misadventure – a vague way of saying, uhh, don’t think it was suicide; uhh,
don’t think it was murder; uhh maybe he got what he deserved for being a rich,
decadent young rock star . . . or something to that effect held sway in the public
consciousness.
As a musician, guitarist, fan and player of the Stones’ music, “Stoned” left me
irritatingly wanting more. However, regarding the movie’s effectiveness portraying Brian’s last three months of life and the circumstances of how that life was
taken from him, I think “Stoned” accomplished its goal by letting everyone who is
interested know that Brian’s death was not by “misadventure.” That phrase “death
by misadventure” has been tagged to Brian Jones in so many books on the Rolling
Stones that it reads more like a chapter title than a cause of death.
Obviously, the truth about Jones’ death was suspected by some and known by
others before ‘Stoned’ came out. But what better way to make it known to the public than by making a movie about it to set the record straight.
Murder! Murder is the cause of Brian Jones’s death and now we know who did
it thanks to “Stoned.”
“Stoned” portrays Brian Jones and his behavior accurately based on what I’ve
read in books about the Rolling Stones. In his book “Stone Alone” original bassist
Bill Wyman said, “If ever a man genuinely lived the rock and roll life and naturally
characterized the Stones in every way – long before the five of us assumed a style
– it was Brian Jones.”
As for my empty feeling, the feeling of wanting more about Brian’s creative
and dominant role within the early Rolling Stones, it would have been interesting
if the filmmakers had been able to focus more on Brian’s life prior to the events
leading up to his murder. What he did as leader and how much his impact affected
the success of the Stones before Mick & Keith began emerging as songwriters and
took over leadership of the band as Brian struggled with his own internal demons is
something Stones fans would very much like to know more about; as for that matter they would about the role of Andrew Loog Oldham as the Stones first manager
– BUT that’s another movie. For now, “Stoned’s” stark opening scene of Jones maneuvering the band into a choice 1963 London club gig followed by an astonishing
performance of the Blues classic “Little Red Rooster” featuring Jones’ legendary
slide guitar work will have to do.
(Editor’s note: got a review of a book or movie? Submit it to Warren County Report. We’re interested in what people in the Valley are watching, listening to and
thinking about. Just send it to editor@warrencountyreport.com or mail it to Warren County Report, 122 W 14th Street, Box 20, Front Royal, VA 22630.)
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Your Horoscope
By Charles Cooper
ARIES (March 21 to April 19) You’re tempted to give into
grouchiness this week. However, ask yourself if things are really so
bad. Once you have that answer, your mood improves.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) You’re brimming with enthusiasm
over a new work project. It suits your skills quite well. By week’s
end, you’re exhausted but satisfied with your progress.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) A social obligation should be fulfilled. Although you’re tempted to bow out, don’t. You just may meet
someone quite interesting.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) You don’t like to take no for an
answer. Pressing so hard, though, only has the opposite outcome.
Lighten up, and you eventually get what you want.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) A close friend has some disheartening news. If you talk this through, you can both come to a mutually
satisfactory conclusion. This weekend, puttering around the house
clears your mind.
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Distractions abound this
week. Despite this, you have the ability to focus well. Later in the
week, a financial matter takes precedence.
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) You’re itching to get away
from it all. While it would be nice, it’s not the best time. You’ll just
have to wait until things settle down.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) You’re hopping mad
when a co-worker questions your veracity on a certain matter. You
don’t have to prove yourself. Let the person making the accusation
come up with the goods.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) You’re back on
track this week, both at home and at work. As a result, you accomplish much. Feel free to just kick back over the weekend.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) You need to exercise
patience this week. Flying about willy-nilly won’t get things done.
Use a more measured approach.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) This week, you allow
an upcoming social event to get in the way of your concentration. Get
a grip on this. If not, you could find yourself putting in some extra
hours at work.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20) A minor setback is just that
- minor. Where a friend is concerned, let bygones be bygones. This
person didn’t intentionally offend you.
CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS: David Bowie, January 8; Crystal Gayle, January 9; George Foreman, January 10; Naomi Judd, January 11;
Kirstie Alley, January 12; Orlando Bloom, January 13; LL Cool J,
January 14.
(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.
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Eye Soar – Rock & Roll, dents and all

‘It’s hard to reinvent the wheel and expect it to roll any better’
By ROGER BIANCHINI
Warren County Report
In the 20 years I have been in Front
Royal there has always been a Vaughan
Brothers band playing the music I grew
up with around the time these boys
– Duane, aka Dewey, and James – were
being born. That music – accented heavily by the Quadrophene deities Beatles,
Stones, Zeppelin and Who – defined an
era of adolescent rebellion turned counter-culture social movement in a way no
other generation’s did before or since – at
least that’s the way I remember it and I’m
sticking to my story.
Sure every generation is mad about
growing up, in a confused emotional
rage about their burgeoning sexuality
and ready to dance that rage out, but few
have coalesced that emotional upheaval
into a counterculture that took to the
streets and campuses across a nation to
challenge the older generation’s values
based on an unholy marriage of profit,
war and politics.
So, little surprise I connected with
these boys 20 years my junior who were
playing the fighting-in-the-streets anthems of an era they never personally
knew. Rock and Roll has always been the
province of the angry young man – it’s
just some of us stay angry longer than
others.
But rather than an old fogy’s clouding
memories of ancient social movements
and lost wars, it is music, family and
passion that propels the Vaughan Brothers, cousin Dean Smith and guitarist Pat
Flowers current rock and roll incarnation
as Eye Soar.
“Dad played rock and roll in the late
50’s and early 60’s,” Duane Vaughan
says of the first generation Vaughan
rock show. “Later, to bring in money, he
played whatever was hot on the charts. If
it happened to be rock like CCR or Steppenwolf, he’d play that. If it was Tom
Jones or Three Dog Night, that too,”
Duane recalls.
“I remember being around five or six,
sitting on a Fender Twin Reverb (amp)
listening to his band jam until we had to
go to bed,” James adds. “And the equipment was always around.”
If Gary Vaughan transitioned the first
decade-plus of rock and its sometimes
uneasy relationship to mainstream pop,
his son’s bands have always focused on

the post-British invasion rock of the mid
to late-1960s and ’70s, which some consider the peak moment when musicianfueled rock met the popular airwaves
with bands like The Beatles, Rolling
Stones, Who, Jimi Hendrix, and Bob
Dylan leading a harder-edged lyrical and
musical assault on commercial radio.
That era is Flower’s focus as well.
“Today’s rock just can’t hold a candle
to the great bands of the ’60s and ’70s,”
Flowers says citing influences from
Chuck Berry to Little Richard, Bo Diddley, Otis Redding, Faces, Who, FREE,

that really lit a fire under me to pursue
playing guitar with a passion.
“Also, I cannot leave out the physical appearance of the Rolling Stones
as far as why I latched onto them way
back when,” Flowers adds. “To see a
group of guys that were not attractive in
the GQ sense and making great music
without being great musicians inspired
me to play all the more, it made it all
seem accessible. But if Keith Richards
looked like Pee-Wee Herman I probably
wouldn’t have become much of a Stones
fan. There’s a reason why their particular
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As Eye Soar lead singer Duane Vaughan preaches the Rock
and Roll gospel on stage at The Strasburg Theater, guitarist Pat Flowers is brought to his knees as drummer James
Vaughan, with the help of unseen bassist Dean Smith keeps
the motor running.
Led Zeppelin, Bad Co., The Beatles,
Stones and Jimi Hendrix, to name a few.
But it was the Rolling Stones that reached
out and pulled a young Flower into the
rock and roll mix, the guitarist says. “As
a young kid just learning how to play I
discovered that the Stone’s songs were
not very hard to figure out. Most of them
are three or four chords – I can do that!
I thought. Of course I was ignorant of
open tunings back then so what I thought
I was playing accurately on those open
tuned songs I was not. But it was Keith’s
sense of rhythm and his great guitar riffs

unattractiveness was part of their success.
“But for me, as a guitar player, it is
the rhythm, the riffs, the licks, the tone,
the overall style of the guitar players
from that era as well as the various singers’ styles,” Flowers concludes of a musical era he believes still holds sway.
“You can’t reinvent the wheel and
you can’t add any more spokes to it and
expect it to roll better than it already has
– that’s why I’m in this cover band. I was
in an originals rock ‘n roll band for six
or seven years and never enjoyed playing

that music near as much as I do the music
that I grew up listening to that inspired
me to pick up a guitar. I’ll never be a
great guitar player but I’ll always enjoy
playing one on stage,” Flowers says.
Better than . . .
Despite that humble self-appraisal,
awhile back Flowers took the title of Eye
Soar’s most arrogant member away from
his lead singer, at least temporarily, with
the printed remark that Eye Soar played
the Stones’ music better than the Stones
do. Do they? We asked vocalist Duane
Vaughan, opening a shot for him to reclaim a title many believed he had assumed by Divine Right.
“Well, he should have said we sound
more like the Stones sounded in 1972
than the Stones sound now,” Duane replied, hedging his bets.
“I meant it with all of my heart, soul,
honesty and integrity,” Flowers says
with a wink his singer’s way. “Note, I
did not say we SING the Stones’ songs
better, I was merely referring to the guitar playing and the energy that we play
the Stones’ music with compared to the
Stones themselves these days.
“Honestly, the Stones have nothing
to prove anymore and it shows in Keith
& Ronnie’s playing. They’ve lost that
edge that is so crucial to a band’s appeal.
I’m not saying that to insult them or to
be critical. I’m saying it because they
are legitimate rock ‘n roll legends now
and they’re just having a ball with it and
that’s okay too . . . but if you don’t have
anything to prove to anyone then chances are you won’t have much of an edge
– and real rock is about edge.”
But it was the edge of the music the
Stones and other soon-to-be legends of
the era were making in the attempt to get
a foot in the rock and roll door and onto
the pop music gravy train that fueled
Flowers and his band mates toward their
now merged musical paths.
“I think I approached James and introduced myself and we immediately hit
it off probably based on our mutual affection for the Stones,” Flowers say of
an early 2001 meeting with the musical
brothers he had been aware of for some
time. “I think it’s safe to say that our
friendship and musical relationship
See Eye Soar, pg. 30
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Eye Soar (from pg. 28)
was based on the Stones – but let it be
known that the Vaughan Brothers are
Beatles fans first and foremost!” Flowers
acknowledges of his band mates’ major
influence.
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laughed, adding, “Oh yeah, he plays
the songs correctly, too. He’s loud and
flamboyant, and he does the Townsend
windmill and the Keith side-pose. So, he
brings everything a rock band needs with

music we want to and hopefully that an
audience wants to hear. We’re not scared
to try any song that we like and if they
don’t work, we just throw them to the
side, if they do work, we keep them. But
I don’t care if I’m playing in my basement and there’s people sitting on the
steps, if they like the music that makes
me feel just as good.”
‘Robin Cook City’
Having seen both musicians and venues come and go over two decades, what
is their appraisal of the current state of
rock and roll in River City?
“The music scene in Front Royal is
comatose – Robin Cook City,” Duane
Vaughan says pointedly. “In a city where
venues are in walking distance or accessible by public transit, the music scene
is alive and well. But out here, there’s
the .08 fear factor. And the smaller clubs
also can pay one guy to DJ a lot less than
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banites they may not have seen in awhile
– politically incorrect rock and roll from
several very politically incorrect eras.”
Where to rock?
So, where can you hear or play real
rock and roll in these hills these days?
“I’ll let you or one of the other guys
in the band talk about The Strasburg Theater,” Duane Vaughan replied.
“It’s the best stage venue, there’s
plenty of room, definitely,” James observed.
“The Strasburg Theater! It’s a great
room to play,” Flowers added without
missing a beat. “It can hold over 700
people and they’ve got a great sound
system and brand new lights high above
the stage to beam down on us as we play
– like we’re something to look at – but
it’s very conducive to our wannabe ‘rock
god’ psyches. The crowd loves the theater too. We pack ‘em in from wall to
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Pat Flowers does his Pete Townsend-come-Keith Richards
windmill backstage for the benefit of out-of-synch digi-photog
as Strasburg Theater stage horse listens intently.
“I thought our friendship was based
on the fact that we’re all pretty hilarious,” James Vaughan observed from the
perspective of his drum throne.
“We were playing a fundraiser to
help pay Jenny Lance’s medical bills
and Pat was up there with a band that
wasn’t playing too good but he was playing his parts real good,” James remembers of the brothers first encounter with
their soon-to-be guitarist. “I could tell
he was playing in open tuning and plus
he was dressed like a musician. Later we
introduced ourselves and he said, ‘Oh,
I heard about you guys!’ It was pretty
funny. About a week later we invited him
over to play and it turned into an all-day
jam.”
Past & Present
With a history of bands including
The Unexplained, Trainwreck and Lovewreck, which have featured such area
musical luminaries on guitar as Ralph
Fortune, Phil Zuckerman, Mike Lance
and Troy Haag, behind them, why did the
Vaughan brothers decide that all day jam
with Flowers had the makings of a new
band?
“Because he had a van we could load
all our equipment in,” Duane Vaughan

him,” Vaughan said of his guitarist.
“It’s the mutual love we have for the
same music and the passion that we put
into it that makes playing in this band enjoyable for me,” Flowers says. “Dewey’s
vocal range enables us to cover many
bands and songs that a lot of singers
wouldn’t be able to pull off. James’s energy and attack on the drums helps to fuel
my rhythms on guitar – sometimes to the
point where the energy is so overwhelming that playing the guitar isn’t enough
of a release for that energy on stage. I really would absolutely love to smash one
into splinters, but I can’t afford it. Dean’s
bass playing rounds out the sound because you certainly can’t rock without
your bottom end!”
“Maybe he needs to practice more,”
the drummer quipped of his guitarist’s
energy-release dilemma. “I guess you
could say Dean and I drive the band.”
Bass player Smith quips, “Being in
this band is hell, it’s taken a lot out of me
but I love it.”
“It’s hell because he can’t be lazy in
this band,” James laughed about another
band mates’ musical dilemma, adding, “I
like playing with this group because in
the end we’re still ourselves because it
doesn’t really matter - we’re playing the
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James Vaughan’s driving rhythm tempts Eye Soar bandmate
Pat Flowers to smash a guitar (foreground) he can’t afford to
replace.
they would have to pay a band. Oh, and
there’s also the Japanese revenge factor
for Hiroshima – Karaoke.
“But seriously, I truly think that things
go in cycles,” Vaughan adds. “And with
more people moving away from Northern Virginia and coming here, there’s
gonna be a need for a club scene providing live entertainment in Warren County
soon – there’ll be money to be made and
we’ll be here to make it. I think we’ve
got something for those Yuppie subur-

wall. It’s nice to know that there are still
so many people around that appreciate
the great rock and roll from the 60’s and
70’s by coming out to support Eye Soar.
Without them there would be no point in
playing live. Oh, and by the way Eye Soar
will be back at The Strasburg Theater on
January 5th,” Flowers said, getting in a
plug for their next show at that favored
venue. (visit www.strasburgtheater.com
for directions and info)
Eye Soar (pg. 31)
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The show, the show
Has 20-plus years of rocking into the
dreaded post-30 “hope I die before I get
old” stage of life mellowed their musical
perspectives?
“Age has mellowed me about as
much as it did Ty Cobb. Now, my shoulder injury has limited my on-stage antics,” Duane Vaughan said of a chronically dislocating appendage.
However, we decided better of inquiring how the shoulder was originally
weakened and quickly segued into a hallmark of all bands the Vaughan Brothers
have been involved in over the years
– dynamic tension. A certain dynamic
tension has fueled bands like the Beatles
– John and Paul – and Stones – first Brian and Mick, later Keith and Mick – but
may eventually contribute heavily to
their burnout. Is there a similar underlying factor at work in Eye Soar?
“The dynamic tension in a band with
two ego-driven brothers is far from underlying,” Duane notes. “As far as burning out, if we weren’t weekly adding different songs, it would occur, but we’re
still having fun and trying to keep an
edge and trying to project that from the
stage to the audience.”
“Connecting with audiences is something that we all fail at miserably in the
band. It’s definitely an area that needs
work,” Flowers says.
“The front guys may need work but
what am I supposed to do?” the drummer replied. “I grab them by the music, they’ve got to talk to them between
songs, move the show between songs
– so yea, they need work.”
“I want to add that I try to connect
with some elements of the audience, but
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they usually run away screaming,” the
Eye Soar singer says of his own public
persona dilemma.
What’s in a name?
As for the role of his van in the band’s
public persona, Flowers says, “Eye Soar,
the band, was definitely named after my
1979 Chevrolet G10 van that I’ve had
since 1987. We couldn’t decide on anything else and it fits our image anyway.
The two are not so different in that they
both show their dents as they forge ahead
in the name of rock ‘n roll.”
Flowers’ said his van officially became “Eye Soar” after a mid-1990’s encounter with a neighbor who decided to
open neighborly conversation with a less
than neighborly expression of discontent
over the vehicle’s distinctly weathered
presence in the neighborhood.
“So that is the inspiration for Eye
Soar, the van. I changed the spelling
from sore to soar just to put a twist on it.
Spelling it eye sore on its license would
have been too obvious and insulting to
the van’s character,” Flowers laughs.
So, in the end as Flowers observed,
Eye Soar the band and van have a lot in
common – they’re both rambling wrecks
that get you where you’re going – if
where you’re going is to rock.
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Golden Trust Mortgage Group, LLC
Purchases · Refinances · 2nd Trusts
· Debt Consolidation
· 100% Purchase Loans
· Programs Available for Most Credit Grades
· Stated Income & Interest Only Loans

Let our family help your family with
all your home financing needs.

Give us a call at (540) 635-4540 or stop
by 216 B East Main Street in Front Royal
Locally owned & family operated by Mike and Shanti Carter

Golden Trust Mortgage Group, LLC is licensed by the Virginia State Corporation Commission · License #MB-3475

All lines of insurance:
Auto  Health
 Business
 Life
 Home



Insure with us
with confidence!
ROGER BIANCHINI

Eye Soar’s rhythm section is James Vaughan on drums and Dean
Smith on bass.

11 Water Street · Front Royal, VA

(540) 635-8401
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FINANCIAL
FOCUS
Time for New Year’s
Financial Resolutions
By EDWARD JONES INVESTMENTS
Special to Warren County Report
Once again, it’s time to make New Year’s resolutions. If you can succeed in
your efforts to exercise more, travel, learn a new language or any of the other worthy goals you might have, you can expand your horizons and enjoy a better quality
of life. But if you want to make an even bigger impact on your future, you also may
want to make — and keep — some financial resolutions.
As with all resolutions, the financial ones are easier to keep if they don’t force
you to drastically change your lifestyle. So, with that in mind, here are a few attainable financial resolutions to consider for 2007:
• Increase your retirement plan contributions. If your salary goes up this year,
increase the percentage of your earnings that you defer into your 401(k) plan [or
your 403(b) if you work for a nonprofit agency, or your 457(b) if you work for a
state, county, city or other governmental agency].
With tax-deferred growth, pretax contributions and a variety of investment
choices, these plans are great retirement savings vehicles. Plus, since the money
is taken out before it even reaches your check, you won’t really “miss” your increased payments. And in 2007, the contribution limit for these plans has increased
to $15,500. (If you’re 50 or older, you can contribute an additional $5,000.)
• “Max out” on your IRA. In 2007, you can put up to $4,000 into a traditional or
Roth IRA, or $5,000 if you are 50 or older. If you cannot come up with the maximum amount at once, try dividing your IRA contribution into 12 equal monthly
payments that are automatically withdrawn from a checking or savings account.
• Build adequate cash reserves. Try to build a sufficient cash cushion — about
six to 12 months’ worth of living expenses — to handle any unexpected financial needs, such as a major car repair or an expensive new appliance. By building
an emergency fund, you won’t need to tap into your investments. And by giving
your investments the potential to grow as long as possible, you’ll accelerate your
chances for progress toward your long-term financial goals.
• Review your investment portfolio. It’s a good idea to review your investment
portfolio at least once a year. Over the course of 12 months, your life can change in
many ways; e.g., new spouse, new house, new child, new job, etc. And if your life
changes significantly, your investment goals may also change. But even if your
circumstances haven’t changed much in a year, you should review your holdings
to make sure your investment mix reflects your individual risk tolerance, time horizon and long-term objectives. A financial professional can help you review your
investments to make sure you are still on track.
• Don’t take a “time out” from investing. In every year, you can find any number of events — war, political turmoil, natural disasters, market volatility, etc. —
that might motivate you to “take a break” from investing. But the most successful
investors stay invested, no matter how gloomy the news may be. So, in 2007, look
beyond the headlines. Instead, focus on quality investments and your long-term
investment strategies.
If you can achieve these New Year’s resolutions, you’ll go a long way toward
potentially improving your financial situation in 2007 — and beyond.

January 4, 2007

Quotes
“One needs something to believe in, something for which one can
have wholehearted enthusiasm. One needs to feel that one’s life has
meaning, that one is needed in this world.” - Hannah Senesh
***
“The sole meaning of life is to serve humanity.” - Leo Tolstoy
***
“Time is a companion that goes with us on a journey. It reminds us
to cherish each moment, because it will never come again. What we
leave behind is not as important as how
we have lived.” - The character of Captain Jean Luc Picard from the
TV show, “Star Trek: The Next Generation”
***
“Dost thou love life? Then do not squander time, for that’s the stuff
life is made of.” - Benjamin Franklin
***
“Time hasn’t stopped for any troubles, heartaches, or any other malfunctions of this world, so please don’t tell me it will stop for you.”
- C.S. Lewis
***
“Time is neutral and does not change things. With courage and initiative, leaders change things.” - Jesse Jackson
***
“... we get to think of life as an inexhaustible well. Yet everything
happens only a certain number of times, and a very small number,
really. How many more times will you
remember a certain afternoon of your childhood, some afternoon
that’s so deeply a part of your being that you can’t even conceive
of your life without it? Perhaps four or five times more. perhaps not
even that. How many more times will you watch the full moon rise?
Perhaps 20. And yet it all seems limitless.” - Paul Bowles

Melting Pot Pizza
Serving the Valley since 1972
Eat In · Carry Out · Delivery· Open 7 Days Late
ABC ON
Pizza, subs, salads, wings & more!
Lunch Specials· Mon - Fri from 11 am - 3 pm
“ON RT 522 & 340”

540-636-6146
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You Don’t Say!
Men snore more often than women.
***
Sleeping on your back causes your jaw to drop open and your tongue to
fall backward, setting up even more vibration of the uvula and also partially closing the windpipe.
***
Marijuana is, by far, the world’s most commonly used illicit drug.
***
MDMA (Ecstasy) was first developed as an appetite suppressant in
1914.
***
Heroin is known on the street as smack, horse, H, junk, or scag.
***
Inhalants are drugs that produce a quick, temporary high, lightheadedness, and euphoria (good feeling) when their fumes or gases are breathed
and absorbed into the body through the lungs.
***
The first product to have a bar code was Wrigley’s gum.
***
Adhesive tape (specifically masking tape) was invented in the 1920s by
Richard Drew of Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing, Co. Duct tape
(the WWII military version) was first created and manufactured in 1942
by the Johnson and Johnson Permacel Division.
***
The blue whale can produce sounds up to 188 decibels. This is the loudest
sound produced by a living animal and has been detected as far away as
530 miles.
***
Tremendous erosion at the base of Niagara Falls undermines the shale
cliffs, and as a result, the falls have receded approximately seve miles
over the last 10,000 years.
***
The Death Cap, Amanita phalloides, is responsible for 90 percent of
deaths caused by fungus poisoning worldwide.
***
Yeasts, used in making beer and bread, are a form of fungus.
***
African termites actually cultivate a species of fungus, Termitomyces.
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Chit Chat by Mickey Greene
Back when the feminist
movement was just starting
to foment in the nation’s consciousness, beauty pageants
became a subject of scorn to
many women. The feeling
was, the pageants demeaned
women by parading them
around like Barbie dolls,
virtually devaluing them as
people.
Pageant promoters, though,
didn’t take this lying down.
They insisted their spectacles were about beauty AND
brains and pointed out that
scholarships were regularly
awarded to those lucky pageant winners.
That was then. Pageants
went on, despite the feeling
of some feminists, and we
come to today where Miss
USA, Tara Conner, is in hot
water. She is seriously in danger of having her crown stripped away from her. The
reason? She’s a party girl, and that just won’t do.
Donald Trump, who owns the Miss USA franchise, is disgusted with her antics.
She’s only 20 but has been seen all around Manhattan, frequenting trendy nightclubs and indulging in underage drinking. She also reportedly has been sneaking
guys into her suite at the Trump Towers. Worse, now she’s failed a drug test and
has tested positive for cocaine.
Donald’s hopping mad. He feels Miss USA has violated the agreement she
entered into when she won. Specifically, Miss USA is to be, well, squeaky clean
- a role model for young women, not a partyer. Even how she dresses is dictated by
the Miss USA people. She is to be “stylish,” but not appear in “revealing” clothing.
Guess she didn’t get the memo on that one, judging by pictures I’ve seen of her.
She’s still holding on to the crown right now, but just barely. As this is written,
she’s scheduled for a meeting with Trump in a few days. I don’t have to be a fly on
the wall for this one: “You’re fired!” Wanna bet?
While you won’t find me doing any protest marches anytime soon, I will say
this: Beauty pageants are passŽ. I think their day is over. Personally, if they stopped
altogether, I don’t think anyone would even blink. Ask the Miss America people
- they almost have to beg for viewers for that event!
Hot off the heels of his Grammy nomination for “Best Musical Show Album”
for his starring and producing role in “The Pajama Game,” Harry Connick Jr. three-time Grammy award winner and jazz crooner - shares in the Nov./Dec. issue
of Tango magazine how he has kept his Hollywood marriage afloat amongst all the
Tinseltown let-downs.
Connick and his wife - former Victoria Secret model Jill Goodacre - have been
happily married for 12 years.
“I thought I wanted to marry her when I first met her. It was just a matter of
being absolutely sure,” Connick admits to Tango.
“Growing up, marriage was a serious thing in my house. I didn’t want to get
married and then get divorced; that happens a lot in my business.”
Connick also admits his celebrity crush is actress Jennifer Connelly, of the
highly -anticipated movie “Blood Diamonds” with Leonardo DiCaprio released
recently.
“She’s beautiful, smart, and talented,” Connick tells Tango, “but she also reminds me a lot of Jill [Goodacre]”
For more on Connick’s interview with Tango, visit www.tangomag.com or pick
up the latest holiday issue on newsstands now.
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The Channel Surfer
by Linda Mason
Reality darlings Rob and Amber Mariano of “Survivor: Marquesas” Season 4,
“Survivor All-Stars” Season 8 and “The Amazing Race” Season 7 fame, are set
to enter the most challenging phase of their young marriage: Rob’s desire to risk
their earnings by becoming a professional gambler. Fox Reality will track the ups
and downs of this charismatic couple in a brand-new, original series for cable and
satellite television. The new Fox Reality Original, “Rob and Amber: Against the
Odds” is a series of 10 half-hour shows slated to air on the US cable and satellite
network beginning in January ‘07.
Having wed on national television in 2005, Rob now wants to take the couples
“Survivor” and “Amazing Race” winnings and parlay them into millions more by
moving to Vegas and becoming a professional poker player. Amber, his ever-supportive wife, is not so sure about this.
The show will allow viewers to peek into their private life. From the confines of
their master bedroom to super-secret poker dens, audiences will see this newlymarried couple live glamorously on the edge. And ultimately, will Rob and Amber
be able to withstand the pressures of their new life, celebrity friends and poker elite
... without destroying their loving domestic relationship?
David Lyle, Fox Reality COO & General Manager, said, “We pride ourselves on
bringing original, unpredictable and exciting programming to reality fans who just
can’t get enough. The show, like Rob and Amber themselves, will embrace the
spirit of our network. We are proud they chose Fox Reality for their first reality
show outside the broadcast world.”
(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.

TOP MOVIES
1. Night at the Museum starring Ben Stiller Rated: PG
2. Dreamgirls Jennifer Hudson PG-13
3. The Pursuit of Happiness Will Smith PG-13
4. Rocky Balboa Sylvester Stallone PG
5. Eragon Edward Speleers PG
6. Charlotte’s Web Dakota Fanning G
7. We Are Marshall Matthew McConaughey PG
8. The Holiday Cameron Diaz PG-13
9. Happy Feet featuring the voice of Robin Williams PG
10. The Good Shepherd Matt Damon R

(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.
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TOP SINGLES
1. “Irreplaceable” BeyoncŽ (Columbia) Last Week: No. 1
2. “Fergalicious” Fergie (A&M) No. 3
3. “Wind It Up” Gwen Stefani (Interscope) No. 2
4. “Say It Right” Nelly Furtado (Mosley) No. 9
5. “Keep Holding On” Avril Lavigne (RCA) No. 8
6. “We Fly High” Jim Jones (Diplomats) No. 7
7. “I Wanna Love You” Akon Featuring Snoop Dogg(Konvict/Up Front/SRC)No5
8. “Smack That” Akon Featuring Eminem (SRC) No. 6
9. “How to Save a Life” The Fray (Epic) No. 4
10. “My Love” Justin Timberlake Featuring T.I. (Jive) No. 10
TOP COUNTRY SINGLES
1. “Want To” Sugarland (Mercury) Last Week: No. 1
2. “My Little Girl” Tim McGraw (Curb) No. 6
3. “She’s Everything” Brad Paisley (Arista Nashville) No. 4
4. “My Wish” Rascal Flatts (Lyric Street) No. 2
5. “Before He Cheats” Carrie Underwood (Arista) No. 3
6. “It Just Comes Natural” George Strait (MCA Nashville) No. 7
7. “Watching You” Rodney Atkins (Curb) No. 10
8. “Some People Change” Montgomery Gentry (Columbia) No. 5
9. “Tim McGraw” Taylor Swift (Big Machine) No. 9
10. “You Save Me” Kenny Chesney (BNA) No. 8
TOP DANCE/CLUB PLAY
1. “I Believe” Georgie Porgie (Live) Last Week: No. 2
2. “Lost Yo Mind” Pepper Mashay (Live) No. 1
3. “When You Were Young” The Killers (Island) No. 5
4. “Ring the Alarm” BeyoncŽ (Columbia) No. 4
5. “So Excited” Janet Featuring Khia (Virgin) No. 8
6. “Love’s the only Drug” Ultra Nate (Silver Label) No. 3
7. “Borderline” Jody Watley (Avitone) No. 16
8. “U + UR Hand” Pink (LaFace) No. 10
9. “Maneater” Nelly Furtado (Mosley) No. 6
10. “I Don’t Feel Like Dancin’” Scissor Sisters (Universal Motown) No. 9
TOP VIDEO RENTALS
1. Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man’s Chest starring Johnny Depp (Walt Disney)
Rated: PG-13
2. The Devil Wears Prada Meryl Streep (Fox) PG-13
3. Talladega Nights: The Ballad of Ricky Bobby Will Ferrell (Columbia/Sony)
PG-13
4. Little Miss Sunshine Steve Carell (Fox Searchlight) R
5. Barnyard featuring the voice of Kevin James (Paramount) PG
6. Fearless Jet Li (Rogue) PG-13
7. World Trade Center Nicolas Cage (Paramount) PG-13
8. Material Girls Hilary Duff (MGM) PG
9. Superman Returns Brandon Routh (Warner) PG-13
10. Invincible Mark Wahlberg (Walt Disney) PG
TOP DVD SALES
1. Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man’s Chest starring Johnny Depp (Walt Disney)
Rated: PG-13
2. The Devil Wears Prada Meryl Streep (Fox) PG-13
3. Little Miss Sunshine Steve Carell (Fox Searchlight) R
4. Talladega Nights: The Ballad of Ricky Bobby Will Ferrell (Columbia/Sony)
PG-13
5. Barnyard featuring the voice of Kevin James (Paramount) PG
6. Invincible Mark Wahlberg (Walt Disney) PG
7. Fearless Jet Li (Rogue) PG-13
8. Material Girls Hilary Duff (MGM) PG
9. World Trade Center Nicolas Cage (Paramount) PG-13
10. Superman Returns Brandon Routh (Warner) PG-13
(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.
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A Look Back This Week

PHOTO/ROGER BIANCHINI

Front Royal Public Works Director Steve Burke
and Public Utilities Director Joe Waltz appear
amused by a little good clean fun poked their
way on the cover and inside a recent Warren
County Report over “Garbage Police” issues.

On January 14, 1784, Congress ratified the peace treaty wherein Britain recognized
America’s independence ... January 8, 1815, some 5,300 British soldiers, unaware
of the peace treaty, attacked U.S. entrenchments near New Orleans; the British sustained more than 2,000 casualties, and the Americans lost 71 ... January 10, 1901,
Texas had its first significant oil strike ... January 8, 1918, President Wilson set out
his 14 Points as a basis for peace ... January 12, 1939, President Franklin Roosevelt
asked for another hike in the defense budget ... January 11-14, 1973, five of seven
defendants in the Watergate break-in trial pleaded guilty ... January 8, 1982, the
13-year-old lawsuit against AT&T by the Justice Dept. was settled; AT&T agreed
to give up the 22 Bell System companies and was allowed to expand ... January 8,
1987, Dow Jones closed above 2,000 for the first time ...January 10, 2000, America
Online Inc. announced that it would buy Time Warner Inc., in the largest merger to
date ... January 11, 2001, the AOL-Time Warner merger was completed ... January
11, 2002, Taliban and al-Qaeda fighters captured in Afghanistan were flown to a
U.S. naval base at Guantanamo Bay in Cubs, with the first 20 arriving on this date
... January 14, 2002, a House committee released parts of an Aug. 2001 letter from
Sherron Watskins, an Enron employee, to CEO Kenneth Lay, warning him the company could “implode” in scandal ... January 10-11, 2003, a few days before leaving
office, Governor George Ryan (R-Ill.) spared the lives of 171 convicts sentenced to
death ... January 10, 2003, North Korea said that it was withdrawing from the 1980
Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty, claiming it was acting in self-defense against the
U.S., which it accused of hostile intentions ... January 11, 2003, After three days of
unofficial meetings with two North Korean diplomats, Governor Bill Richardson
(D-N.M), a former U.S. ambassador to the UN, said the North Koreans wanted
better relations with the U.S. ... January 12, 2003, Steve Case, founder of America
Online, announced that he was resigning as AOL chairman.
(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.

DOMINION HEALTH & FITNESS
9816 Winchester Road, Front Royal, VA · (540) 636-2820

Join now for only $1
Monthly dues begin Jan. 2007
Offer expires Dec. 31, 2006

· Indoor Heated Pool
· Youth Programs
· Youth Cycling
· K.I.T. (Kids in Training)

· Free Weights
· Cardiovascular
· Circuit/Strength Training
· Tennis

· Group Fitness Classes
· Belly Dancing
· Senior Programs
· Women’s Only Circuit Area
· Massage Therapy Available · Racquetball/Wallyball
FREE CHILD CARE!
· FREE CHILD CARE!

In business for 25 years! · Your hometown health and fitness center
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Webster Redefined
ACROSS
1 Stand
5 French region
10 Items taken back by a seller
15 Crossed the pool
19 Over
20 Have a view
21 Explicit
22 Showed up
23 No-cost weapons?
25 Duke’s desserts?
27 Actor Allen
28 Fencer’s item
29 Shade trees
30 Reunion or Meadowlands
31 Drifting
32 Is crazy about
34 Shameful marks
36 __ down; mired
39 Word with badge or system
40 Chapeau-wearing dad
41 Numbskull
44 Piece of land
45 Lifetime spouses?
47 Presidential nickname
48 Sediment
49 Wrongdoings
50 Prepare for publishing
51 O’er yonder
52 So, in Scotland
53 Undersea vessel criterion?
57 Small particle
58 Abby’s twin
59 Conjunctions
60 Actor Michael
61 Pants
62 Miss
64 Beams
65 Head topper
66 Cereal grass
68 Herd
69 Shrill bark
70 Request
73 Certain lilies
74 Respectable & prim persons,
places and things?
77 Letter
78 Dog commands
79 Traffic sign
80 Paris airport
81 Related
82 Common contraction

83 Aaron’s insect?
87 Man
88 Suffix for profit
or command
89 Greenish blue
90 Eye color determinants
91 Venerates
93 Lascivious
94 Powerful one

95 Slammer afloat
96 Alms recipient
99 Furry fliers
100 Works in a market
101 Space
104 More mature fruit?
107 Organizations for Joel
and Graham?
110 Clamorous opposition
111 Of “The Boot”: abbr.
112 Bikini or Tarawa
113 German trio
114 Talks on and on
115 Marshy inlet
116 Use a divining rod
117 Beer

DOWN
1 Simple transport
2 Crucifix lettering
3 Appear
4 Bleater
5 Lathered
6 Temporary cessation
of breathing
7 Fault
8 Individual
9 “20 Questions” reply
10 Well-filled

11 Students’ concerns
12 Buchanan & Nixon
13 31-day period: abbr.
14 Barnyard enclosure
15 Piece of neckwear
16 Funeral forerunner
17 Word of agreement
18 City in Arizona
24 __-majestŽ
26 Lunch spots
29 Villainous
31 Middle __
32 Minimal
33 Sphere
34 Smelly
35 Mandolin ridge
36 Light wood

Page 37
37 Indian, for one
38 Inexperienced market owner?
39 Peaks: abbr.
40 Man of the cloth
41 Ritz in no danger?
42 Taken __; startled
43 Job benefits, familiarly
45 Kids you grow up with
46 Averages
49 In a bad mood
51 Asia’s __ Mountains
53 Lesions
54 “...to leave me, Lucille, with
four hungry children and __...”
55 Unworldly
56 Train car
57 Controversies
61 Lustrous
63 __ de la SociŽtŽ
64 Snarl
66 Count of note
67 Existing
68 Wryly amusing
69 Festive season
71 River in France
72 Cigarettes
74 Appeal
75 Prestigious prize
76 Miners’ finds
79 Gush
81 Very excited
83 Direct
84 “__, Babe”; hit for
Sonny and Cher
85 No & nay: abbr.
86 Wildebeest
91 Sock pattern
92 Record
93 Vegetables
94 Thomas of TV
95 Formal events
96 Resist openly
97 Clay pot
98 State: abbr.
99 Donkey’s cry
100 Hard hit
101 Revered leader
102 Not up yet
103 Greek letters
105 Overalls part
106 Ate up?
107 Atrocious
108 O.J. judge
109 SLC-based religion
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DAN MCDERMOTT

The Randolph-Macon Academy Handbell Choir entertained
shoppers at Food Lion, Martins, and Big Lots.

DAN MCDERMOTT

Kiwanis Pancake Day
was a big success
thanks to the many
volunteers from Randolph-Macon Academy,
the Womens Resource
Center, and others in
the local community.

DAN MCDERMOTT

Firefighters responded to a chimney fire on South Royal Avenue at the building housing LC Cab.
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Strasburg Theater hosts
Rock & Roll Jailbreak!
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ROGER BIANCHINI

From left, Pat Flowers, Duane Vaughan, James Vaughan & Dean Smith

