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VA driver fee
controversy
explodes!
“I have talked to the
speaker, the majority whip and 15 other
delegates who had no
understanding that it
would apply to all of
these minor charges.
They are all as angry
as I am.”
- Del. Clay Athey
• Exclusive stories begin on page 3
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Visitor’s Center
Tourism Coordinator Donald F.
LaFever Retiring August 1, 2007
From a release:

The Town of Front Royal would
like to inform the citizens and
public that Donald F. LaFever
has announced that he will be retiring from his position as Tourism Coordinator for the Front
Royal/Warren County Visitor’s
Center effective August 1, 2007.
Don will continue working parttime as an Information Specialist
in the Visitor’s Center to assist in
the transition and to continue to
offer outstanding customer service to visitors to our community.
When asked about his time as
Tourism Coordinator, Don replied, “My professional life has

been filled with pleasant and exciting experiences, not the least
of which is my years as Tourism
Coordinator in the Front Royal
Visitor’s Center. The idea of promoting this near-paradise Town
and all that surrounds it has been
a perfect fit.”
Don LaFever became Tourism
Coordinator in May 2000. We
appreciate the dedication and
leadership that Don has provided along with his customer
service skills and great sense of
humor. He has built a solid team
at the Visitor’s Center including
complementing the team with
volunteers to continue the great
customer service experience visitors receive.

Front Royal Tourism Coordinator Don Lafever doing what he does best, helping
another visitor find accomodations, directions and other landmarks of Front Royal, Warren County and the Northern Shenandoah Valley. Cyndy Stratton of Columbus, Ohio, is the grateful recepient of Don’s help this time.

Front Royal Visitors Center stalwart Don Lafever
(above) tells WZRV, 95.3 FM News Director Mario
Retrosi (below) that he will not abandon his post as
host of the Valley Today’s Tourism Tuesday’s show or
the Visitors Center, where he plans to continue parttime, in the wake of his announced retirement.

Vice Mayor Tim Darr presents, from left, Front Royal Visitors Center Volunteers
Jim Colbert, Ward Myers and Phil Irwin with Pride In Performance Awards at the
June 25 Front Royal Town Council meeting.
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Dangerous drivers?
Legislators caught off guard and angry by extent of abusive driver fees
Warren County Report & WZRV break huge state-wide scandal
By Dan McDermott
Warren County Report
Reaction to a June 19, 2007
Warren County Report article
on the details of a new plan for
“abusive driver fees” for Virginians was swift statewide, ranging
from disbelief to denial to shock
and finally outrage and frustration by majority Republican Party officials unable to address the
issue until the January session of
the General Assembly.
Many elected officials say they
were caught off-guard by the details in the Warren County Report
article which showed that civil
penalties of $900 - $3,000 would
be charged for misdemeanors and
felonies, some as innocuous as
having bald tires, passing on the
crest of a hill, or violating terms
of a learner’s permit in an effort
to generate revenue for road improvements statewide.
In that late June issue, Warren
County Report ran a cover story,
2 column x 6 inches

as well as a transcript from Roger Bianchini’s June 14 WZRV/
WFTR “Valley Today” interview
with Front Royal Town Councilman Thomas Sayre, a local attorney, on the topic. The paper also
contained portions of a chart of
fees prepared by the staff of the
Virginia Supreme Court. Within
days, the story was a hot topic on
front pages of The Washington
Post and newspapers across Virginia.
“After the Warren County Report story came out, I contacted
the Speaker of the House, the
Majority Leader, the Majority
Whip, and about 15 other delegates and sent them the details.
None of us had received the Virginia Supreme Court explanation
of the charges that would carry
the fees. None of us knew that the
fees would apply to such minor
charges. We were blindsided and
we are angry,” said 18th District
Republican Delegate Clifford L.
“Clay” Athey.
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In interviews with senior Republican lawmakers involved in
the development of the Comprehensive Transportation Act
of 2007, details have emerged as
to how a majority of delegates,
senators, and even the governor
supported a portion of the Bill
that is now being universally condemned.
For three years, representatives
from Northern Virginia and other congested areas have lobbied
for increased funding to expand,
build and maintain roads. Fairfax County Republican Delegate
David B. Albo had been pushing
a plan to charge increased DMV
registration fees for “dangerous
drivers” guilty of DUI, reckless
driving, driving on a suspended or revoked license, or those
who had accumulated 9 or more
points on their driving record.
Supporters of the fees point to
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Obituaries
Bruce Osborne Baggarly
Bruce Osborne Baggarly, 55, of
Browntown died Thursday, June 28,
2007, at Warren Memorial Hospital.
A funeral service was held at Maddox Funeral Home. Burial was private.
Mr. Baggarly was born March 14,
1952, son of the late Charles Henry
Osborne Baggarly and Georgiana P.
Baggarly. He was retired from R.A.C.
Security as a security officer.
Surviving him along with his mother
is a brother Wayne Baggarly of Browntown.
In lieu of flowers memorial contribution may be made to a charity of your
choice.
Marilyn Jeanne Ball
Marilyn Jeanne Ball, 48 of Front
Royal, VA died on Monday June 25,
2007 at Warren Memorial Hospital in
Front Royal, VA. Born on November
19, 1958 she was the daughter of Edward William Hoffman and Beverley
Jeanne Julian. Mrs. Ball is survived
by her husband Matthew Ball and
three sons Michael D., Isaac E. and
Matthew I. Tumer. Funeral services
will be private .
Memorial contributions may be
made to assist the family with funeral
expenses: Wachovia Bank, 232 N.
Royal Ave., Front Royal, VA 22630

ATT: The Trust of Marilyn Ball c/o Michael Ball
Turner-Robertshaw Funeral Home
is handling the arrangements.

Turner-Robertshaw Funeral Home
handed the arrangements.

Frances Catherine Holsinger

Elliott LaMarr Jenkins, 79, of Front
Royal, died Sunday, July 01, 2007 in
Lynn Care Center in Front Royal.
A funeral service was held on Tuesday, July 3, 2007 at 11:00 a.m. at
Maddox Funeral Home conducted by
Rev. Jerry Young. Interment followed
in Eleys Ford Baptist Church Cemetery.
Mr. Jenkins was born June 14, 1928
in Charlottesville, VA, son of the late
John and Texanna Woodard Jenkins.
He worked for Schwarzenbach-Huber
and retired from Avtex Fibers, Inc. He
was a member of Richland Baptist
Church in Hartwood, VA. He was preceded in death by his wife of 59 years
Jewell Dew Jones Jenkins.
Surviving are one daughter Alice
Brown Parks of Front Royal; one son
Charles Elliott Jenkins of Front Royal;
two brothers Thomas Jenkins of Sebring, FL, and Wilson Jenkins of Hartwood, VA; eight grandchildren; and six
great grandchildren. A son Benjamin
Raye “Benny” Jenkins also preceded
him in death.
Pallbearers were his grandsons.
Memorial contributions may be
made to Rivermont Baptist Church,
575 Catlett Mountain Rd. Front Royal,
VA. 22630.

Frances Catherine Holsinger, 93, of
Boyce, VA died on Wednesday June
20, 2007 at the Lynn Care Center in
Front Royal. Funeral services were
held at the Good Shepard Lutheran
Church in Front Royal with the Rev.
Robert Jones officiating. Interment
will follow at Panorama Memorial Gardens in Waterlick, Virginia
Born on June 22, 1913 in New Market, Virginia she was the daughter of
the late Milton Strickler and Minnie
Baker and the wife of the late Lawrence L. Holsinger. Mrs. Holsinger
was a Charter Member of the Good
Shepard Lutheran Church and retired
from 35 years as an AVON representative. Surviving Mrs. Holsinger are
four sons: Harry W. Holsinger, Lowell
S. Holsinger, Carl L. Holsinger and
Ray Smoot; two daughters: Alice E.
Buchanan and Betty H. Bernardo;
fourteen grandchildren; thirty six
great grandchildren; thirty great great
grandchildren. Four brothers and five
sisters predeceased her.
Pallbearers were James Habel, Jason Donadi, Brandon El-Shafie, Dennis Braithwaite, Stacy Lockhart and
Steven Sharp.

Elliott LaMarr Jenkins

Ruth Frame Sharp
Ruth Frame Sharp, 82, of Winchester, VA died on Monday, June
25, 2007 at the Lynn Care Center in
Front Royal, VA. Funeral Services
were held at The Turner-Robertshaw
Chapel. Officiating the service was
Teresa Sharp and Greg Amos. Internment followed at Panorama Memorial
Gardens in Waterlick, VA.
Born on August 19, 1.924 in West
Virginia she was the daughter of the
late Arthur Frame and Edith Adkins
Frame and the wife of her late husband Ernest Sharp. Surviving are
three daughters: Shirley Lovgren and
Sharon Hancock, both of Ohio and
Teresa Sharp of Winchester, VA; one
son: Michael Sharp Front Royal; six
sisters: Mary Sinkoski, Grace Lewis
both of W.inchester, Dorothy Huffman
of Front Royal, B.l. Frame of Vienna,
Macel Robinson of Reedville, VA and
Alice Patrick of New Port Richie, FL;
four brothers: Ira Frame of Sherrard IL, Grafton Frame of Maune, IL,
Lawrence Frame of Cameron NC
and Charles Frame of Winchester;
nine grandchildren; nine great grandchildren. Visitation was held at the
Turner-Robertshaw Funeral Home in
Front Royal. Donations may be made
to American Diabetes Association,
Washington DC-MD office 1025 Connecticut Ave. NW, 10th Floor, Washington. DC 20036
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Dangerous drivers?

Warren County General District Court Clerk Pam S. Kidwell calls the fees “outrageous” and predicts “a mess and a lot more suspended drivers’ licenses.”
who voted for the final Bill and
even House Speaker William J.
Howell were unaware that such
huge fees would be charged for
some relatively minor infractions. While some, including the
Speaker, initially defended the
fees in the media, that defense
turned to anger when Delegate
Athey sent the Supreme Court
document and fee schedule to
other delegates following their
June 19 publication here.
“I am mad at the Supreme
Court. We have been talking

about this for three years. They
should have had this document
to us years ago. What is aggravating to me is that the Supreme
Court was there and if it was going to apply to all of these minor
charges we should have been told.
And I will voice that to the Chief
Justice. Nowhere in there does it
name these smaller charges like
bald tires,” said Athey.
Athey said there is no way any
legislator can read all of the 4,000
bills presented during the short
legislative session. “You have a

FR/WC Chamber President Baroncelli: This has been
the topic of conversation everywhere we go. Not one
person supports this for minor first-time offenders.”

tremendous amount of bills and
there is a filtering process. You
have a certain amount of trust
when there are prosecutors sitting beside you and a member of
the staff of the Supreme Court
present and you don’t expect to
be blindsided like this. I have
talked to the speaker, the majority whip, and 15 other delegates
who had no understanding that it
would apply to all of these minor
charges until after the Warren
County Report story and the Supreme Court report didn’t make
it into their hands until after the
story was printed. They are all as
angry as I am,” Athey says.
There are three possibilities to
explain the passage of the law
without those voting on it understanding its consequences, Athey
said. “Either the Supreme Court
is wrong in its interpretation of
the charges to which the fees will
apply — and I don’t think they are
— or the Bill’s patron [Delegate
Albo] either didn’t understand
it or misrepresented it to us. To
be honest, I’m not sure which is
true. I can say that there will be
a high level of scrutiny applied to
any future Bills submitted by the
patron [Del. Albo].”
Athey was asked to describe
his conversation with Albo upon
learning about the violations that
would carry the fees. “It was me
doing most of the talking at a
very high decibel level,” he said.
Athey said he had spoken to

other legislators and that the fees
would be addressed in the next
legislative session in January. He
said he expects the fix to be retroactive for minor offenses but
that “the whole thing needs to be
looked at.”
Athey was asked about what
happens to citizens charged these
fees for minor infractions in the
months leading up to a potential
fix of the law six months away.
“Sadly, there are going to be
negative consequences when a
Bill is misrepresented. This is the
first time in my experience in the
legislature that I feel I have been
snookered,” Athey said.
Other elected delegates and
senators were surprised that
the penalties would apply only
to Virginians since the fees are
civil penalties directed to pay for
transportation projects instead
of fines, which are given to local governments and the state
literary fund to provide low-interest loans to localities to build
schools.
A Virginian caught speeding 16
miles over the limit on an interstate highway would be charged
$1,050 on top of any fine and
court costs while a driver licensed
in another state found guilty of
felony manslaughter DUI in Virginia would receive no civil penalty under the new law.
Judges have no discretion to
waive or reduce the fees, even for

first-time offenders with a clean
driving record.
Sayre, who is serving his first
term on Town Council, has offered to represent any client effected by the new civil remedial
fees pro-bono (without charge)
as long as the person agrees to
participate through the entire appeals process and agrees to pay
only actual expenses incurred.
When questioned about the
new fees by Sayre at a Front Royal appearance, Lt. Governor Bill
Bolling said it just couldn’t be.
Warren County General District Court Clerk Pam S. Kidwell
calls the fees “outrageous” and
predicts “a mess and a lot more
suspended drivers’ licenses.”
Front Royal/Warren County
Chamber of Commerce President
Sharon Baroncelli said, “I didn’t
believe it at first — that first-time
offenders would be subjected
to such severe penalties. This
will hurt people who need to
work. Granted, you are not talking about drunk drivers but this
could cause a first-time bad driving decision to cause someone to
be late on his rent and then have
to decide between groceries, rent,
medicine or a user fee to build
roads in Northern Virginia. This
has been the topic of conversation everywhere we go. Not one
person supports this for minor
first-time offenders.”

Front Royal attorney Tom Sayre, who is serving his
first term on Town Council, has offered to represent
any client effected by the new civil remedial fees probono (without charge) as long as the person agrees
to participate through the entire appeals process and
agrees to pay only actual expenses incurred.
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Dangerous Drivers?

Bill author hears it from outraged colleagues
Fairfax’s Albo is a “power advocate” for Virginia DUI defendants
By Dan McDermott
and Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
District court clerks around the
Commonwealth are preparing
for an erupting hornets nest of
overwrought citizens convicted
of a myriad driving offenses under the new state Civil Remedial
Fee statute passed into law on
July 1 as part of the $1.2 billion
2007 Transportation and Roads
Bill.
Warren County General District Court Clerk Pam S. Kidwell
is expecting “a lot more work”
when the first traffic violations
carrying hefty new fees of up
to $3,000 hit her court docket,
probably in August. She calls the
new fees “outrageous” and like
others, fears courts will become
overloaded with defendants motivated to fight conviction due to
the financial burden hanging over
their head.
But while court staffs may be
circling the wagons, attorneys
handling traffic cases may be
licking their lips at potential benefits tied to what one Northern
Virginia attorney told The Washington Post he viewed as the
“lawyers’ full employment bill.”
When he isn’t in Richmond
writing laws to extract huge fees
for DUI and traffic offenses, Fairfax County seven-term Republican Delegate David B. Albo is an
attorney who’s practice special-

Albo’s law firm literally
“wrote the book” on the
defense of serious traffic
crimes and offers it for
sale on their site: www.
virginiadui.poweradvocates.com

izes in defending those same DUI which may exceed the cost of a
and traffic cases.
lawyer.
Albo’s official biography men“It may be,” said Obenshain.
tions that he serves as the Chair- “When you [decide to] hire a lawman of the Courts of Justice (Ju- yer or not it is often a cost-benefit
diciary) Committee. “Thus,” the analysis – economics is often a
bio reads, “he is on the front line factor. If someone is going to face
of drafting all criminal (and many a potential $1,000 fine, maybe
civil) statutes in Virginia.”
they do.”
Albo’s
firm
operates a website called www.
virginiadui.poweradvocates.
com, which offers a smorgasbord of information for DUI
and other traffic
defendants. On
his firm’s website a “Common
DUI questions”
section advises
defendants on a
variety of ways
to
challenge
conviction. The
firm
literally
“wrote the book”
on the defense
of serious traffic
crimes and offers it for sale on
the site.
In a July interview with Warren County Report, Albo was
asked if his law
firm stood to
profit from imposition of the
civil
remedial “I know it troubles some people,” Obenshain said. “If you ask me if it was out
fees.
“That allega- of self-motivation I would say I know
tion is ridicu- him and I would say unequivocally, no.
lous,” he replied. I doubt people would hire a lawyer for
“Name one per- a turn signal. But for reckless or a DUI
son who would they might get points, huge fines, lose
pay me $1,200 their license. Those are compelling
to get out of a reasons [to hire counsel].”
$1,050 fine.”
But Harrisonburg business law
Obenshain was asked if it bothattorney and state senator Mark ers him that the sponsor of the
Obenshain, who voted against new fees legislation is a traffic
the final bill, was asked by War- and DUI lawyer who might benren County Report if people who efit from an increased caseload.
might have otherwise defended
“I know it troubles some peothemselves or pleaded guilty are ple,” Obenshain said. “If you ask
more likely to retain council in me if it was out of self-motivasome cases to avoid the penalties tion I would say I know him and

I would say unequivocally, no. I
doubt people would hire a lawyer
for a turn signal. But for reckless
or a DUI they might get points,
huge fines, lose their license.
Those are compelling reasons [to
hire counsel].”
Despite having told The Washington Post that following media
reports about the fees people
from all over Virginia had been
calling his office “yelling at me,”
Albo said he still generally supports the civil remedial fees “98
percent.”
Initially, Albo blamed the erupting controversy over the civil remedial fee section of the Transportation Bill on “some internet
idiot who wrote an irresponsible
article.” Albo initially said the assertion small violations would
carry huge fines was “totally and
utterly false.”
Albo was then asked about the
Supreme Court paper and schedule of fees that listed infractions
such as bald tires, not using a
turn signal and a learner’s permit
violations for fees around $1,000.
Albo replied he had not seen the
document.
“People forget our take-home
pay is $900 a month (as a delegate)
so we don’t have time to [review]
everything that flies around,” he
said.
When asked if having substandard tread on a tire should carry a
$900 fine, Albo responded “If you
have bald tires why don’t you put
a bullet in a gun and start shooting people. It’s horrendously dangerous.”
At Albo’s request, Warren
County Report provided him
with a copy of the Supreme Court
document. After reading it, Albo
said, “Some of these are little
Class 3 and 4 misdemeanors.
Some of the people may want to
take them out because they aren’t
punishable by jail. That’s why we
meet every year. I have never seen
this document before. This is not
the same list I received when I
was making the Bills. Remember,
we are part-time. When we meet,
we find certain things are working and certain things aren’t. A
lot of the Bills we deal with are
adjustments to previous Bills.”

When asked if having
substandard tread on a
tire should carry a $900
fine, Albo responded “If
you have bald tires why
don’t you put a bullet in
a gun and start shooting
people. It’s horrendously
dangerous.”
When asked about complaints
that the law is unfair since it only
applies to Virginia residents, Albo
said that was one part of the Bill
he didn’t like. “There is no way to
change it unless you change the
[Virginia] Constitution,” Albo
claims.
The fees are applied only to
Virginians because they are civil
penalties not fines. Fine proceeds
are sent to localities or the state’s
literary fund to pay for low interest school construction loans.
The intent of the civil fees is to
raise money for road construction and to discourage bad driving behavior, according to Albo.
“We were scraping money off
couch cushions,” said Albo. “I
have 24,000 jobs moving into
my district in the next few years
and this Bill provides money for
roads. People say these fees are
outrageous. Well there is no such
thing as a road fairy. We looked
at fees for activities that generate road congestion. There are
some things about the Bill I don’t
like but we have to build some
roads.”
editor@warrencountyreport.
com
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Power

Town looking for land for waste/energy plant
Warren board chairman troubled by lack of information to county

By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

yet been discovered,” is Emerson
– and Energy Answers’ – reply.
Asked about the status of the
town’s exploration of placing a
large electrical generating facility fueled by burned garbage in
the community, Town Manager
J. Michael Graham said two locations, one in town and one out of
town were being looked at.
Queried as to whether the intown location was at the planned
160-acre Royal Phoenix Business Park site. Graham laughed,
“Nobody wants that thing in the
middle of town.”
Graham’s light-hearted response raises a more serious
question – is such a facility, indeed, a dandelion or just an annoying and sprawling weed?
According to the Energy Answers website, the company was
founded in 1981 “to solve solid

Is electrical energy – from garbage – the answer for the Town
of Front Royal?
That seems to be the question
Mayor James Eastham and the
Front Royal Town Council have
been exploring since a late winter trip to Massachusetts to visit
an electrical-generating facility operated by an Albany, New
York-based company – Energy
Answers.
Energy
Answers
website
– www.energyanswers.com quotes Ralph Waldo Emerson on
the nature of a weed in explaining
its mission to convert waste into
power.
“What is a weed?,” the website
asks.
“A plant whose virtues have not

waste disposal problems in environmentally sound, socially
acceptable, and economically attractive ways, emphasizing the
total recovery and reuse of waste
materials with energy generation.
“Our projects are designed
to meet the rigorous goals established by U.S. and European
regulators for greenhouse gas reduction, increased recycling, and
landfill minimization,” the website states.
Since a county location is being explored, we asked Warren
County Board of Supervisors
Chairman Richard Traczyk what
he knows of the project.
“I was asked recently by several of my constituents about a
trash burning incineration plant
proposal being worked on quite
actively by the town,” Traczyk re-
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plied. “The board of supervisors
had no idea they were pursuing
such a facility and that it would
take 13 -14 rail cars a day to keep
it operational.
“This all came to light through
an e-mail to Supervisor Blanton
several days ago,” Traczyk said
on July 2. “Some of the proposed
details were mentioned, some of
the details are hearsay. Thus far
the town council and its management seems to be doing this
in complete secrecy, not making
the county or the public aware of
their intentions. This sort of enterprise should have involved the
county from its very conception.
Although the so-called liaison
meetings were suspended several
months ago, the town and county
have clear and open lines of communication for issues such as this.
It is disappointing that council
continues to have so little regard
for the county where any mutual
involvement is concerned.”
Attempts to reach Eastham and
Graham for comment on their
perspective about at what point
the county would or should be-

come informed of the status of
the town’s negotiations on the
Energy Answers project were unsuccessful prior to press time.
An April 1 fire at Energy Answers’ SEMASS facility in Rochester, Massachusetts, had as
many as 150 firefighters on the
scene according to press reports
in The Standard Times. That
story, posted online, says the fire
is believed to have started in the
plant‘s shredders with smoke
spreading through combustion
air ducts, which led to difficulty
in bringing the blaze under control.
The internal plant fire was reported to have burned for 24
hours between 7 p.m., Saturday,
March 31 and 7 p.m., Sunday
April 1. The fire was reported
contained at 10:30 a.m. on April
1. Air samples taken by the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection on April 1
showed no hazards to air quality
around the plant despite the fire,
which did seep smoke into the
atmosphere, according to local
press reports.
The Standard Times story reported the SEMASS plant had
an excellent safety record over
its 20-year operational history,
achieving OSHA Star Facility
designation in 2000.
According to Energy Answers
website, since 1981, the company “has provided environmental
management services to more
than 75 municipalities pursuant
to short- and long-term contracts.”
Attempts to contact Energy Answers representatives about their
operations and the SEMASS accident were unsuccessful prior to
press time.
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Humane Society upheaval leads to counter accusations
Scott’s leadership, manipulation of info and meetings questioned
Ousted Warren County Humane Society Board members
point to escalating hostility and
a dictatorial management style
by Douglas R. Scott following his
November replacement of Michael Kenyon as board president
in leading to what has been described as a June “coup.”
Both Kenyon and Kelly Walker
say Scott stifled dissent after assuming leadership of the board
and made rules up as he went
along, ignoring bylaws at crucial
junctures as he positioned himself for a board turnover beginning at the Humane Society’s
Annual Meeting in April. The
process begun at that meeting
ended two months later with five
of seven board members replaced
and angry fingers being pointed.
“It’s strange, really, because he
used to be sort of laid back,” Kenyon said of his perception of the
change in Scott’s demeanor after
assuming the role of president.
Concerning his so-called “coup,”
Scott, an unsuccessful 2005 candidate for the Warren County
School Board and director of the
right to life organization Life Decisions International, joked, “Today the Humane Society, tomorrow the world.”
“The bottom line is that Doug
Scott has engineered the removal
of board members who did not
agree with his agenda. He went
to extraordinary lengths to accomplish this and was very frank
about this fact,” Kenyon said.
Scott defended his procedural
control and role as the board’s
president. “I have never made up
rules as I go,” he said during a June
29 interview. “Everything that
I’ve done has been by the rules.
And with regard to the dictatorial style, the first time somebody
accused me of being a dictator
was at the board meeting in May,
which was right after the Annual
Meeting when these people were
kicked off.”
The method of that April “kicking off ” was disputed as a violation of society bylaws by those
who believe they were targeted by
Scott for removal from the board.

However, Scott says the fact two
board members he wanted replaced, along with Walker and
Christine Winterkorn, survived
the April meeting illustrated he
was not unilaterally in control of
the board realignment.
However, Kenyon and retired
Judge John Ewell soon joined
Walker and Winterkorn on the
outside looking in following a
June 12 special meeting called
by Scott and his allies within the
Humane Society and its shelter.
June juggling act
Kenyon points out he and the
other board members got a notice from Scott that the regular
monthly board meeting slated for
the traditional second Tuesday of
the month, June 12 in this case,
had been canceled because several board members could not attend – “Which I find odd because
two of those members he said
couldn’t be there on June 12, Ken
(Garvey) and Kim (Vohs), were at
the meeting that day.”
The meeting “that day” was the
June 12 special meeting during
which Kenyon and Ewell joined
Walker and Winterkorn as former members. New elections resulted in a board of Scott, incumbent Treasurer Ted Kane, Kim
Vohs, Mary O’Connor and Ken
Garvey.
“It seems pretty clear what he
was up to,” Kenyon said of the notice of cancellation of the regular
June 12 meeting until Thursday,
June 14 and what the deposed
board members say were delays
in notifying them of the special
meeting.
Scott said there were several attempts to reschedule the regular
June meeting to accommodate all
board members’ schedules and
denied ulterior motives concerning the original June 12 meeting
cancellation and special meeting
that later replaced it the same
day.
Scott points out he frequently
deals in bulk mailings with his
own non-profit business and
said notice of the Tuesday, June
12 special meeting went out according to bylaws by bulk mail
from the Front Royal Post Office

COURTESY PHOTO/DOUGLAS SCOTT

By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

Douglas Scott believes the will of shelter employees and Humane Society members prompted recent
board turnover he has been accused of “orchestrating.”
on Friday, June 8. Walker said she
never received the notice and
Goddard said hers came the day
after the meeting with a Dulles
postmark, unusual since bulk
mailing do not carry postmarks,
she said. Kenyon said he received
the notice the day of the meeting.
Dictator?
“They said I was a dictator because I, actually for the first time
to the [May] meeting and I’ve only
been president since November,

brought a copy of Roberts Rules
of Order because an attorney I’d
been talking to said you better
play this one really close to the
vest. You’re going to have to make
sure you run this thing really by
the book because if you don’t
they’re going to use that against
you. So, I made sure people who
spoke had the floor, so I was very
strict in how we ran that meeting
but I did it by the book.”
However, Scott admitted some
confusion over bylaws at the
April meeting – “So, instant mistake and the board agreed it was

better not to violate the bylaws
twice,” in explaining the impetus for a revisiting of Walker and
Winterkorn’s April removals at
the May meeting. “So at this May
meeting we adjourned with really
nothing [accomplished], going on
and on and on.”
Kenyon and Walker dispute
Scott’s interpretation of Robert’s
Rules of Order. Walker said Scott
tended to give the floor to those
he agreed with while ignoring her
and others disputing procedures
at both the April and May meetings. The volatile May meeting
led Scott to cut off direct communications with his opponents
as evidenced by a May 15 e-mail
exchange with Kenyon.
“What is the status of the review of the 2006 Annual Minutes
and the legality of Christine/Kelly
being on the Board? The proper
thing would be to have this issue
resolved prior to the next monthly meeting,” Kenyon e-mailed
Scott.
“Considering your actions and
those of your legion at May’s
Board meeting, I wouldn’t be telling anyone what is ‘proper’ if I
were you,” Scott replied the same
day. “And since I am unwilling to
take verbal or written abuse from
same, please direct ALL future
correspondence to the Board
Secretary, Ken Garvey.”
Garvey, Scott’s employee at
Life Decisions International,
was elected to the board in the
wake of Walker and Winterkorn’s
disputed removals, along with
Vohs.
Here comes the judge
A week prior to June 12, Kenyon, Ewell, Winterkorn and Goddard met with Scott to try and
resolve the dispute over Walker
and Winterkorn’s seats.
Kenyon says he was shocked at
the level of hostility Scott exhibited that day. “During that meeting Doug got right up in Judge
Ewell’s face, had his finger in his
face and said, ‘You will be getting
a surprise next Tuesday night.’ It
was very disrespectful, especially
for a retired circuit court judge. I
find that level of hostility amazing,” Kenyon said.
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“That’s simply not true,” Scott
said of the Tuesday “surprise”
comment. However, Scott admitted to being angered by what he
perceived as Ewell’s stonewalling
a solution to the impasse that did
not include Ewell as an ongoing
board member.

“I did point at him and say,
‘Why don’t you stop being such a
jerk?’ I did say that,” Scott said of
the encounter.
Contacted for comment on the
entire situation, Ewell said he
would prefer not to address the
matter. However, he added, “I will

say on the record that I would
believe Mike or Kelly’s description of the situation more than I
would believe Doug’s.”
Board stability?
Citing what he said was a histo-
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ry of overturned Humane Society
Boards on whims of the moment,
Scott explained his realignment
of board terms – a focal point of
dispute following the April meeting.
“You’d hear horror stories by
other board members about
people who would get upset
about something and then bring
10 friends because nobody ever
showed up to these meetings, and
then they’d try to control what
happens. And I said well this
problem here is that you could
possibly have all members of the
board up for election at the same
time and that would allow this to
happen. And my proposal was
to change it so that one third of
the board is up for election every
year and change them to threeyear terms. That way the most
you could have elected is three
out of seven, so you can’t completely change the board over.”
“I think it’s ironic that he did
exactly what he says he wanted
to prevent,” Walker said of Scott’s
explanation of the term adjustments.
As for the lack of an objection
by she or Winterkorn to Scott
putting their seats up for nomination in April, Walker said the
confusion stemmed from Scott
repeatedly changing her and
Winterkorn’s term lengths.
Kenyon agreed. “It is true that
each time Doug rewrote our
board contact list, their length of

term was changed, causing confusion.”
“I checked with the attorneys
and they said, look you’re responsible for knowing when you’re up
for election,” Scott said of the bottom line on the issue.
Kenyon said that following consultation with an attorney – apparently not the same ones Scott
spoke to – Walker and Winterkorn were “still legally board
members in the midst of all this
turmoil.”
Scott said that while he may
agree in principal that all Humane Society members should
not be authorized to vote on
board nominations, “The fact is
that at the time they were allowed
to vote,” which led to the removal
of four board members.
Sacrificial lamb
“People who know me, know I
put a high value on honesty. I tell
them what they are saying about
me and they wonder what is going
on. I have to wonder about their
motivations,” Scott says of his former Humane Society Board colleagues and current critics. “It’s
not like they’re going to get their
positions back . . . If they want
me to step down I’ll do that. I’ll
be the sacrificial lamb, I’m willing
to be, just to stop with all the lies
and accusations if that’s what it
takes.”
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Is it about the animals, money or power?
Humane Society Board struggle raises financial, personal issues
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
“It’s about the animals,” Julia
Wagner Animal Shelter Director
Jeanette Farrell said when asked
about her perception of the political turmoil on the Warren
County Humane Society Board
of Directors unfolding around
her in recent months.
However, Farrell later added
bluntly that finances had a direct
part to play in the attitude of both
shelter staff and herself in supporting what has been described
by some now on the outside looking in as Board President Douglas
R. Scott’s power play leading to
the ouster or resignation of five
of seven board members between
April and June.
Surviving board members are
Scott and Treasurer Ted Kane.
Joining them on the new board
are Ken Garvey, an employee at
Scott’s right to life, family planning business Life Decisions
International, Mary O’Connor,
roommate of a recently resigned
shelter manager, and Kim Vohs,
who resigned as shelter director
just over seven months ago.
Gone from the board like discarded kitty litter, are former
president Mike Kenyon, retired
Judge John Ewell, Kelly Walker,
Christine Winterkorn and Carol
Goddard.
Farrell, who succeeded Vohs
as shelter director about seven
months ago after over six years as
an animal control officer in Loudoun County, listed relatively low
pay for shelter workers, a $3,000
donation used for board insurance protection rather than shelter operations this year, as well as
the more hands-on involvement
with the shelter and its staff by
those board members who survived or succeeded the deposed
‘gang of four’ (no, I’m not insinuating they are either Chinese,
Communists – simply fallen out
of favor).
Walker replied that the entire
board, including Scott, supported the acquisition of insurance
protection for board members
against lawsuits, an expenditure
she called normal among non-

profit organizations.
Concerning salary levels, Scott
alleges that Walker was directly
responsible for removing two pay
raises per year in place for shelter
staff. However, Walker responded
that with a significant decrease in
Humane Society income she had
simply questioned whether two
pay raises per year for staff was
achievable. Walker said she did
nothing unilaterally concerning
staff pay and called the question
one any responsible board member would raise during tight financial times.
Queries indicate recent staff
salaries have ranged from just
around $8 to $11 per hour. Recent
shelter directors have made from
$27,000 to $30,000 per year.
The bottom line
Salaries, expenditures and
fundraising had been a priority of
the deposed Warren County Humane Society Board of Directors,
both Kenyon and Walker point
out. Both also said the primary
function of a board of directors
is financial management. Walker estimated the annual income
from the Julia H. Wagner Trust
declined from a normal level of
$30,000 to $40,000 to just $10,000
in the past year.
That decrease in Trust income
has been due to a variety of factors, including the cost of the new
facility constructed several years
ago and what Walker described
as questionable management of
the Trust assets by the financial
institution with which it is deposited.
Scott agreed on this latter point
and said he and the board had
removed all other accounts from
BB&T Bank but were stymied in
further action to transfer control
of the Trust to another institution.
Scott also agreed that the
board’s primary function was financial oversight and that working directly with staff would be a
bonus, rather than a necessity for
board members.
Who cares?

However, Scott observed there
was rising dissent among shelter
staff because, “There are some
board members they’ve never
seen in their whole lives. So, there
are these board members who
just grace us with their wisdom
and never come into the shelter
. . . Now I don’t think they should
come into the shelter to work but
I think they should at least know
what goes on,” Scott, said, adding,
“And while it wasn’t a requirement, I certainly encouraged every board member to come in for
a few hours and just shadow one
of the staff members, see what
they do, see what their lives are
like, what they go through, what
their paperwork is like. We’re trying to get a computer system in
there and I thought that would
show the need for that; and make
them a better board member, I
thought.”
Kenyon disputes Scott’s characterization of some board members level of involvement, particularly his own. “I feel I shouldn’t
be in the position of defending
how much time I have spent at
this shelter. However, those that
truly know me can remember
the countless hours I spent at the
Menefee Lane shelter walking
dogs and working with them to
help make them more adoptable. I
also recall volunteering as a board
member at a recent festival in the
Humane Society booth, and providing assistance when I was able
to on Saturday mornings. I am
very familiar with the workings
of this shelter and its employees.”
Goddard, who Farrell said she
would have liked to see remain
on the board, turned in her board
resignation the week of the June
12 meetings. She explained her
resignation as coming from a
sense of betrayal by the shelter
staff and its director.
“There was Poker Run fundraiser the Saturday before June
12. I was there helping with food
– they say none of us ever do
anything but there I was – and all
of them were there. And they all
knew about it, Kim, the staff and
none of them had the nerve to
tell me about this special meeting. And they’re supposed to be

my friends – they voted me on.
There was a sense of betrayal and
that is why I resigned.”
Goddard said she is totally disillusioned by her less than sixmonth experience on the Warren
County Humane Society Board.
“I can’t believe there are people
operating like this. The May
meeting was terrible. I’ve served
on so many boards and I’ve never
been on a board like this one and
I never attended a meeting that
awful.
“When I think of Mike I think
of trees and animals. When I
think of Kelly I think of the chamber, her art and dogs, dogs, dogs.
She has had so many great ideas,
helped raise so much money for
that shelter. So she’s not out there
cleaning – but what are you going to do?” Goddard pondered
of the new board standard being
pushed by Scott and Farrell.
Information dissemination
Kenyon said he believes Scott

manipulated information flow
to Shelter Director Farrell and
her staff to achieve his ends,
which Kenyon perceives as total
control. “I feel many issues discussed at board meetings – that
should have stayed within the
board – were shared by Doug to
the staff of the shelter. I believe
his opinion and not necessarily
the board’s opinion was the one
shared, further inciting the misunderstandings and anger from
the staff. Discussions on pay and
other delicate financial matters
must stay within the board, especially in a non-profit situation
where the sources of income can
be volatile.”
“That is hogwash,” Scott replied. “I must be the most powerful man on earth . . . the staff ’s not
stupid, they can see what’s going
on out there.”
Catalyzing event
Both Scott and Farrell said delays by the previous board majorFront Royal’s Best-Kept Secret
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ity in following their and staff ’s
desire to see resigned shelter
director Kim Vohs installed on
the Humane Society Board was
a contributing factor to the rift
between factions within the nonprofit, organization.
“That made the staff mad because they really liked her, they
really admire Kim” Scott said.
“And the staff felt, as did I, that
to have somebody who’d actually [worked at the shelter] on
the board, [who could say] I’ve
done this, I’ve been here, I know
what’s going on – here’s a perspective that you might not have,
I thought that would be great to
have.”
Kenyon agreed the dispute
over Vohs’ election to the board
seemed to launch ensuing events.
“We discussed this as a board and
properly voted as a board, but
when it did not go Doug’s way, he
then took matters into his own
hands,” Kenyon said. Pointing to
his involvement in other boards,
Kenyon added, “Never have I taken the steps that Doug has in the
past few months simply because I
disagreed with the majority. That
is the beauty of a multi-member
board – to bring in the opinions
and experience of all the members and make decisions using
the knowledge base of the entire
board.”
Walker said the board majority
simply thought a waiting period
between Vohs’ resignation as director and appointment to the
board was appropriate and would
give the new director a comfort
zone in establishing herself as
director without her predecessor
becoming one of her bosses.
Goddard, who did not vote on
the Vohs nomination at her first
board meeting in February, said
she both liked Vohs and believed
she would eventually make an excellent board member. However,
Goddard said from her own experience in business and on other

boards, she agreed in principal
with the majority’s rationale on a
waiting period for Vohs’ nomination. Goddard pointed out that
several years ago Walker had declined appointment to the local
Chamber of Commerce board after resigning as Chamber Director based on the same principal.
But Farrell said she was fine with
“Kimmie,” as she said Vohs is
known around the shelter, being
appointed to the board, and sided
with Scott in encouraging a more
hands on approach to the shelter
by its board of directors.
Merry Christmas
While Shelter Director Farrell
and the shelter staff Scott funded
memberships for were instrumental in all the votes achieving
the June board upheaval – the
June special meeting votes were
not to delay the meetings until all
members were notified and to remove all board members leading
to the nomination of an entirely
new slate – Scott disputes his socalled “packing” of the society
membership with disgruntled
shelter staffers ready to vote for
a change that might bring them
higher salaries.
Scott said he was simply helping people he felt should be society members but couldn’t afford
to be due to shoestring budgets
operated on while employed at
the shelter. Scott gave money for
memberships to shelter staffers
in December, the month after he
became president of the board.
Scott referred to the $35 membership fee gifts as motivated by
the Christmas spirit and said he
believed it was “the right thing to
do.”
Scott said the newly installed
board has approved a 15-cent an
hour raise for staff. “We explained
that was really all we could afford
right now but I think they appreciated the effort.”
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Three-and-a-half-month old Bandit looks wary of what may be coming next as Humane Society Animal Shelter Director Jeanette Farrell assures the photogenic
pooch - who has been adopted in the wake of his successful fundraising efforts
at the WC Fairgrounds - that everything is okay.
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Wayside Theatre in Front Royal:
‘Forever Plaid’ at Royal Phoenix opens 2007-08 season
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Hopes are running high that the
highly anticipated and successful
June 23-24 Grand Opening weekend of Wayside Theatre’s 2007-08
season in Front Royal will lead to
a long-term romance.
Wayside is staging performances at a number of venues, primarily Front Royal’s Royal Phoenix
and Shenandoah University, during renovations to its Middletown theatre. Artistic Director
Warner Crocker has stated on a
number of occasions, including
on WZRV 95.3 FM’s Valley Today
show, that a multi-venued future
allowing a more varied range of
performances could be a peak at
Wayside’s future.
Described as a metaphysical
rock and roll musical the week
prior to its Kendrick Lane opening during yours truly’s Valley
Today interview with Crocker,
“Forever Plaid” centers on four
young male singers killed in a car
crash in the 1950s on the way to
their first big concert, and then
miraculously revived for a posthumous chance to fulfill their
dreams and perform the show
that never was.
Old favorites from the 1950’s
era The Plaids left the planet include “Love is a Many Splendored
Thing”, “Rags to Riches”, “Shangrila”, “Chain Gang”, “Crazy ‘Bout

Ya Baby”, “Heart & Soul” and
“Three Coins in the Fountain.” If
that doesn’t get you nostalgic for
your lost or never-realized youth,
nothing – well maybe nothing
– will!
Performances will continue
through September 30. Performances each week for “Forever
Plaid” will be Thursday, Friday
and Saturday evening at 8:00pm.,
Wednesday, Saturday matinees at
2:30 pm, and Sunday matinees at
2:30 PM beginning July 1st. Ticket prices are $23 to $28 dollars
for adults. Prices for children 17
and under are $10 for any show.
Ask about discounts available for
students and seniors. Group discounts are also available. Wayside
Theatre also sells discounted subscriptions for the entire season
with options that fit any budget
and any schedule. Single tickets,
subscription packages and group
packages can be obtained by calling the Box Office at (540) 8691776.
Wayside Theatre is the second
oldest professional theatre in the
Commonwealth of Virginia and is
celebrating its 46th season of presenting high quality, professional
entertainment in 2007- 2008.
Performances will be held at
the Royal Phoenix Theatre, 400
Kendrick Lane, Front Royal, VA
22630, while Wayside Theatre’s
main stage, lobby, concession
area, and facility in Middletown

enters Phase 1 of the
Renovation and Construction plans for
Wayside Theatre.
“Forever Plaid” is
directed by Warner
Crocker, Artistic Director and Music Director
is Steve Przybylski. The
production is designed
by Til Turner, Set Designer and Technical
Director, Christopher
M. Ham, Lighting and
Sound Designer, and
Tamara
Carruthers,
Costume Designer.
The cast is Wayside
Theatre audience favorites and veterans:
Larry Dahlke (The
Buddy Holly Story,
Black Coffee, Smoke
on the Mountain,
Sanders Family Christmas), Michael Hadary
(A Christmas Schooner) and Vaughn Irving (The Buddy Holly
Story, Black Coffee, A
Christmas Story) and
newcomer, Jim Bray.

Early July, 2007 • Warren County Report • Page 13

Town government

Town urged to ease downtown flood restrictions
Ordinance mandating private snow clearing from public property defeated
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Prior to adjourning to a lengthy
Closed Session to discuss two
court cases, including the FDR
civil suit decision covered elsewhere in this issue, the Front
Royal Town Council heard from
two citizens urging an easing of
floodplain restrictions within the
town limits, particularly along
Happy Creek paralleling Commerce Avenue north and south
through much of the town’s commercial district.
Both National Media Services
owner and former town planner
Mike McCool and business attorney David Silek addressed the
issue, though Silek said his comments were an unplanned reaction to McCool’s comments.
McCool, whose business is
located at 613 N. Commerce
Ave., questioned the necessity of
floodplain restrictions through
much of the Happy Creek path
through town. He said much of
that floodplain was of the onefoot, 500-year variety that would

primarily impact basements if
it did occurred. He pointed out
businesses along Commerce Ave.
rarely had or needed basements,
so that the actual commercial
flood threat was virtually nil.
He suggested exploring selfinsurance options for the town
and investors and the lifting of
restrictions to allow economic
development where often the
type of blight the town says it is
concerned with now exists.
Silek, a board of zoning appeals
member, agreed and pointed to
aging residential and commercial
structures along Happy Creek
near Commerce Avenue’s intersection with Happy Creek Road.
He said he had a client who would
love to develop commercial property there to the town’s economic
and visual benefit but that such
development was impossible under current restrictions.
McCool began his remarks by
urging some creative thinking
in support the unanimous council support of a request brought
forward by Stan Brooks to direct
staff to explore the town’s options

Lawyers serving
injured persons
involved in:
• Automobile accidents
• Tractor-trailer
accidents
• Wrongful death cases
• Workers’
compensation
losses

in mandating the renovation or
removal of deteriorating buildings within its limits.
In forwarding his proposal,
Brooks had referred to the issue
as both complicated and likely a
lengthy process but worth the effort.
Noting an earlier term on council, Eugene Tewalt commented
that council had had little success
in a similar initiative four years
earlier.
Much of council’s current interest has been propelled by a lack
of movement on a much-lauded
renovation proposal by the most
recent owner of the historic Afton
Inn at the intersection of Main
Street and North Royal Ave. The
town has made overtures to both
the county and EDA, with whom
it is squabbling on other fronts,
to help form a united front to
Northern Virginia developer Staros Barros on the Afton Inn.
Addressing the legal complexity confronting municipalities
attempting to dictate how and
when private property is used or
not used, McCool suggested exploring tax options.
“Perhaps you could impose a
non-occupancy tax if you can’t
get them on fire or safety codes,”
McCool suggested.
McCool also criticized some
recent traffic moves by the town.
He lambasted what he called “the
plastering” of the entire community with no U-Turn signs, many
to no obvious reason. He also
questioned the effectiveness of
posting 25 mph speed limits on
streets the town had improved to
accommodate 35 to 45 mph traffic.

Your snow, my snow
With Mayor James Eastham
absent the second reading of a
proposal to mandate citizens and
businesses to remove snow from
town sidewalks adjacent to their
property failed on a 3-3 vote.
Brooks, Tom Sayre and Bret
Hrbek opposed the measure.
Vice Mayor Tim Darr, Tewalt and
Eileen Grady supported it. The
first reading vote had split along
the same lines with Eastham
breaking the tie in favor of the
proposal.
During the first reading debate
two weeks earlier, Town Attorney Tom Robinett had agreed
with proponents who characterized such ordinances as basically
a safety measure against lawsuits.
Robinett said he could not recall
any citizen ever being prosecuted
or fined for violating such an ordinance.
However, opponents questioned the setting of a legal precedent mandating the public to
clean public property.
Brooks said he believed the
town had the means to achieve
the necessary snow removal of its
streets and walkways.
Other business
Also at its June 25 meeting,
council:
• unanimously approved the
second reading of an increase in
its trash collecting fees, particularly pertaining to commercial
collection. The issue has become
a sticking point with the county,
whose private commercial waste
collection contractor has complained it is loosing customers

Carl N. Lauer

Managing Attorney

636-3030

1-800-698-4907

New Beginnings Community Greetings
“Introducing Your Business to
New Homeowners in our Community”

***

P.O. Box 1025
Front Royal, VA 22630
540 635-8660

to the town due to waived tipping fees at the county landfill.
The town has been able to undercut commercial operations
due to the waived fees from the
county. The county’s contractor,
Allied Waste, pays $67 per ton of
dumped trash. Questioned about
the town increases in its rates,
county staff said the town is still
able to undercut the county’s
commercial trash carriers. In late
June the county board extended a
deadline for the town to give up
its commercial trash collection
or have tipping fees applied to its
deliveries to the county landfill.
Deputy County Administrator
Richard Magnifico has estimated
approximately $35,000 in annual
lost tipping fee revenue to the
county from the clients Allied
Waste has lost to the town.
The monthly increases approved by council for weekly refuse collection are:
$230, from $93.33 for businesses, churches and public building
producing between 37 and 72,
32-gallon garbage cans of waste
or the equivalent per week;
$180, from $48.07 for customers having between nine and
36, 32-gallon containers or the
equivalent per week;
$23, from $17.74 for customers having between four and
eight, 32-gallon containers or the
equivalent per week.
The rate for weekly collection
of three or less 32-gallon containers or the equivalent remained at
$10.69 per month.
• Due to its renegotiated wholesale electric purchase contract
with AEP in the wake of a Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission
ruling, the town was able to waive
a planned 18-percent increase in
its residential electric rate for the
coming year, and further reduced
its residential rate by two percent. The residential electric rate
will be 8.49 cents per kilowatt
hour, down from between 10 and
11 cents; with a residential facilities rate of $6.24. The commercial
electric rates will be 11.5 cents
for the first 700 kilowatt hours;
and 7.5 cents for all hours over
700 hours; with a facility’s rate of
$6.40.
sunrajah@yahoo.com
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Leslie Fiddler

Opinion: A Fourth of July message

Democracy – Use it or Lose it
By Leslie Fiddler
Warren County Report

What are the duties of a citizen
in a democracy and why are they
important?
Well, let’s start with the duties:
citizens vote. This implies staying
informed on issues so one votes
with knowledge and foresight,
rather than prejudices and assumptions. Ideally citizens will
communicate with elected officials. We elected them, they are
accountable to us and we have
to know what they are doing and
why. And, citizens need to be engaged with their community.
Why are the duties of a citizen
important? Because if you don’t
use them, you lose them. I’m
referring to the possibility of losing our system of democracy. I’m
not alone in my concern. Commentators from both the left and
the right are alarmed at the Bush
administration’s consolidation of
power and actions taken under
the guise of the “conservative
agenda.”
The End of Camelot
There was a time when the
world thought that America was
incorruptible, that the United
States had a moral standard that
automatically disallowed despotic activities. Sadly, that belief has been proven wrong. The
Bush administration has withdrawn from the Geneva Convention and condones torture. It
has rejected the right to trial – a
citizen right existing in English
common law since the 1200’s.
This administration habitually
misleads the public, engenders
fear, has created a huge national
debt and is redistributing income
to favor the wealthy. Corruption and greed are endemic. The
vice-president’s former company
has received millions of dollars in
uncontested military contracts.
Who is benefiting from the Bush
administration strategies? Not
“we the people.”
Americans have been warned
before about internal dangers to
democracy. After the Civil War

Abraham Lincoln identified the
United States’ newly enlarged

Thomas Jefferson: “[It is]
the people to whom all
authority belongs.”

military industries as a threat to
the system. During WW II, then
U.S. Vice President Henry A.
Wallace was asked by the New
York Times about the danger of
fascism’s spread in America. Wallace responded in an article published on April 9, 1944. “The really dangerous American fascists
are not those who are hooked
up directly or indirectly with
the Axis (Germany-Italy-Japan),”
Wallace wrote. “The FBI has its
finger on those. The dangerous
American fascist is the man who
wants to do in the United States
in an American way what Hitler
did in Germany in a Prussian
way. The American fascist would
prefer not to use violence. His
method is to poison the channels
of public information. With a fascist the problem is never how best
to present the truth to the public
but how best to use the news to
deceive the public into giving the
fascist and his group more money
or more power . . .
“They claim to be super-patriots, but they would destroy every
liberty guaranteed by the Constitution,” Wallace wrote, adding
that, “[American fascists] are patriotic in time of war because it
is to their interest to be so but in
time of peace they follow power

and the dollar wherever they may
lead.”
Noting that, “Fascism is a
worldwide disease,” Wallace added that fascism’s “greatest threat
to the United States will come
after the war, within the United
States itself.”
In his Jan. 17, 1961 farewell
address to the nation, President
Dwight Eisenhower also warned
his country that the greatest
threat to democracy would come
from within, rather than from
outside its borders:
“We must guard against the
acquisition of unwarranted influence, whether sought or unsought, by the military-industrial
complex. The potential for the disastrous rise of misplaced power
exists and will persist.
“We must never let the weight
of this combination endanger
our liberties or democratic processes. We should take nothing
for granted. Only an alert and
knowledgeable citizenry can
compel the proper meshing of
the huge industrial and military
machinery of defense with our
peaceful methods and goals, so
that security and liberty may
prosper together,” Eisenhower astutely observed.
Oil fuels the military’s machines. Ignoring its disastrous
environmental impact, the military is turning to coal as its next
energy source. One sees increasing references to liquid coal and
carbon sequestration - the latter
a strictly theoretical technology
- in proposed federal policies and
legislation.
Most unfortunately life on
earth as we know it will not survive if the US commits to coal.
In fact, scientific consensus says
we have less than 15 years to take
significant action to reduce emissions. American physicist Amory
Lovins notes that the technology
and knowledge to make such a
switch exist now, but the Bush
administration isn’t interested.
Moving to Canada won’t solve
anything. The Bush Administration has strong allies north of the
border. Without consulting parliament the Harper government

has agreed to a five-fold increase
of its oil sands output, resulting
in a 250% increase in Canada’s
greenhouse emissions, achieved
by ignoring long existing environmental protections.
The stakes get even bigger when
one considers the “Security and
Prosperity Partnership of North
America” (SPP). Depending on
who you read this is either “a trilateral effort to increase security
and enhance prosperity among
the United States, Canada and
Mexico through greater cooperation and information sharing . .
. including the strengthening of
North America’s energy markets”
or the imposition of a system that
allows capital and goods to move
regardless of the rule of law within individual nations.
Pundits from both the left and
the right are critical of this White
House initiative. “A revolutionary
right-wing conspiracy” (Princeton economist and New York
Times editorialist Paul Krugman); “integrating the United

George Washington: “A
government is like fire, a
handy servant, but a dangerous master.”
States with the corruption, socialism, poverty and population
of Mexico and Canada; “ (Phylis
Schafly). In Canada critics believe
that the “SPP involves a U.S. grab
of Canada’s energy resources”
(Gordon Laxer).
Doesn’t this sound like a movie
– government energy policies
that will deprive our children of
a safe and humane future; sanc-

tioned infringement upon the
sovereignty of three democracies? I just wish I could turn it
off. Instead I ponder about an appropriate response.
Be an Engaged Citizen

Well, luckily we still live in a
democratic society (as proven in
last November’s elections). Citizen participation is essential to
a real democracy. Get informed.
Get media savvy. Question authority. Learn about your elected
representatives. Find out who
gives them money (www.opensecrets.org). Learn how they vote.
Give them feedback.
Where can one find the time?
The average American spends
4 1/2 hours a day watching TV.
Turn it off. Break the social isolation of commuting, screen time
and unnecessary consuming and
engage with your family, your
neighborhood and your community. In Warren County there
is an extraordinary number of
principled people doing just that,
folks who are consciously trying to improve themselves, their
families and their community
through deliberate personal, social and political involvement.
There are two big trends in
American society these days. One
is a search for spiritual meaning,
the other, thanks to the Internet, is an increasing number of
entrepreneurs. President Bush’s
advisor Carl Rove thinks that
these are GOP friendly trends. I
disagree. Truth seeking souls (including many Republicans) are
dismayed by corruption, greed
and power-lust. I also think that
truth seekers who have financial
independence value its inherent freedom and, in the sense of
“love thy brother as thyself ” want
the same for everyone.
	 The path to our children’s
peace and prosperity starts with
a change of heart and a renewed
commitment to the underlying
value common to the United
States and Canada – “government of the people, by the people
and for the people.”
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Water rates

Town H2O hookups can be mandated in corridor
First court ruling in FDR vs. Town of Front Royal goes to the defense
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
On June 22, Warren County Circuit Court Judge Dennis L. Hupp
ruled the Town of Front Royal
has the right to both extend and
require connections to its water
and sewer system outside of its
geographical boundaries.
Hupp’s ruling prevents an industrial laundry business, FDR
Services Corporation, located in
Warren County’s northside Industrial Corridor, from utilizing
water from a well drilled on its
property in an attempt to bypass
the use of town water and then
release its used water into the
town sewer system.
While Hupp ruled for the town’s
demurrer filing on Count One of
a two-count civil case brought
against the town by FDR, he did
not render a decision on Count
Two.
That second count alleges that
the combination of the mandatory utility hookups and the utility
rates themselves create an unfair
revenue-generating measure unrelated to the cost to the town of

providing the utility services.
According to the U.S. 522 Corridor Agreement between the
town and county approved in
1998, Front Royal is allowed to
charge double connection fees
and utility rates to businesses in
the corridor as a compensation
for its extension of utilities into
the county business corridor. The
agreement was a boon to commercial and industrial economic
development in the county and
is also generally perceived as a
compensation to the town for
potential lost tax revenue were
it to compete with the county for
locating such businesses within
the town limits.
However, it is this compensation
for cooperation between the town
and county on economic development that is likely to be the ultimate and decisive factor in FDR’s
challenge of the utility services it
receives from the town.
“There is no reasonable correlation between the benefit conferred to FDR and the cost exacted
by the Town through the Mandatory Connection Ordinance and
said water and sewage service

rate ordinances in violation of
Article X, 1,3 of the Constitution
of Virginia,” FDR alleges in Count
Two of the case currently before
Judge Hupp.
FDR also alleges in Count Two
that the town water and sewer
service rates and mandatory connections do not serve any utility purpose such as controlling
a limited water capacity, nor any
public health, safety or general
welfare purpose.
It would appear Count Two of the
current case relates to another of
three remaining civil cases surrounding FDR’s water and sewer
service rate challenges scheduled
to be heard in November. That
case also questions the rates and
their application to FDR.
FDR Services is a New Jerseybased business, which purchased
its Warren County facility from a
failing Tartan Textiles operation
in June 2005. It claims to have
been given assurances by both
past and present town officials
that favorable water and sewer
rates originating with a 10-year
agreement between the town and
previous facility owners would

remain in place; and that such
assurances were a factor in its
purchase of the Warren County
facility.
Approximately two months after
FDR’s purchase of the facility, in
August 2005 after the previous
agreement lapsed, FDR says rate
hikes increased its annual water
and sewer bill approximately 570
percent – from around $160,000
to $1.2 million annually. The
company claims it cannot survive
such an increase.
While FDR Director of Government Affairs Michael Peragine
characterizes his company in a
fight for survival, town officials
have indicated they see the case
as one customer seeking privileged rates to achieve a competitive commercial advantage.
However, both Peragine and his
lead attorney, Philip C. Strother
of Richmond, point out that as an
industrial laundry business going through four million gallons
of water a month, FDR is hardly a
typical customer.
“The problem is that we are singled out, we are the only entity
that is hit with this out of town

multiplier of a rate that is already
higher than everyone else in
town would pay,” Peragine said.
Attorneys for the company say
the factor that distinguishes FDR
from other industrial corridor
businesses is the higher volume
of water it uses due to the nature
of its business.
However, some local observers of
the case have expressed the belief
that should FDR prevail in its pivotal challenge of the town’s ability
to charge higher utility rates unrelated to the cost of providing the
service to commercial customers
in the county, it could have a devastating economic domino effect
on the town. That effect would
result from a court ruling the
town rates to county customers
were illegally imposed, and consequently all corridor businesses
would be compensated for years
of utility overcharging.
With so many variables still at
play, town officials declined comment following the court’s June
22 ruling in its favor.

Bret Hrbek Receives the Jack Phelan Award
From a release:

Edward Jones Financial Advisor Bret Hrbek of Front Royal
recently received the Jack Phelan
Award for his outstanding sales
and service efforts over the past
year. The award is named for the
firm’s former national sales manager, Jack Phelan. Only 2,845 of
the firm’s more than 10,000 financial advisors received this
award.
“When you work for a firm
that is known for its outstanding
service,” Hrbek said, “it’s quite an

honor to be singled out for your
service record.”
James D. Weddle, Edward
Jones’ managing partner, added,
“Bret is an outstanding member
of the Edward Jones team who
personifies the ideal financial
advisor, someone who is 100%
dedicated to serving the financial
needs of his clients.”
Edward Jones provides financial services for individual investors in the United States and,
through its affiliates, in Canada
and the United Kingdom.

PROTECTING YOUR FAMILY, HOME AND ENVIRONMENT
Customer Service, our first priority
• Residential and Commercial Pest Control
• Real Estate Settlement Inspection Certificates
• Termite Services/Liquid Barrier & Bait Systems • Mosquito Control/Nuisance Wildlife

Locally owned & operated • $25.00 off Any New Pest Control Services

Please call 540-622-2485 for your free inspection today!

GEORGE WILLIAMS OPENS KINGSLEY HOLDINGS, LLC
WITH FIRST CONSTRUCTION PROJECT IN FRONT ROYAL
George Williams, President and CEO of
The Williams Brothers Corporation of America and Strike First Corporation of America
has opened a new business in Front Royal,
VA called Kingsley Holdings, LLC.
Kingsley Holdings, LLC is a real estate/
construction management firm that is currently overseeing its first building project at
1326 Progress Drive in the Happy Creek
Technology Park.
The business climate and market incentives are great for new businesses that are
moving and/or expanding in Warren County.  
It is a testament to Warren County location
and workforce that, even in this soft real estate market, businesses are still moving to
Warren County.
Mr. Williams has designed and is constructing a 20,000 square foot building for
a company called Equibrand, which dis-

tributes horse blankets and accessories
nationally.   The building will have 5,000
square feet of office space and the warehouse will be used as a distribution center
for the company. The project is expected to
be completed in January 2008.
Mr. Williams has recently completed three
additions to his warehouse in the Happy
Creek Technology Park for a total of 55,000
square feet under roof.  In addition, he has
many years of experience in plant and office design for all types of corporate and
distribution layouts.
Mr. Williams and his Chief Operating Officer, Randal M. Joyner, are in the process of
developing additional design and construction projects for other clients.
For additional information, please contact
Randal M. Joyner at 540-636-4444 or 800255-5515.
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Front Royal/Warren County Chamber of Commerce
ANNUAL DINNER
The Chamber would like to
congratulate Five Rings Arts and
Education Center for winning
the Education Contributor of the
Year Award at the 62nd Annual
Dinner:
BUSINESS DIRECTORY
The Chamber has once again
commissioned CommunityLink
to publish our Community Profile and Business Directory. This
full color publication and online
counterpart is one of our most
vital tools for marketing our area
to new residents, businesses, visitors, and area developers. 5,000
copies will be printed. Ad sales
will begin soon. This book is
one of our most, if not the most
requested publications we distribute. Contact the Chamber
today at 635-3185 or info@frontroyalchamber.com to learn more
about advertising in this valuable
publication.
DOWNTOWN
BUSINESS
COUNCIL
As part of the Downtown Revitalization Initiative in the Future
Roadmap Plan the Chamber’s
Downtown Business Council
would like to invite you to join
us on the bus trip to Culpeper on
Tuesday, July 10th. The bus will
leave from the EDA office ( 400
Kendrick Lane ) at 9:15 and will
return to Front Royal by 3:00p.
m.. This is an opportunity for
Front Royal merchants and those
interested to see Culpeper downtown, the mix of the shops, restaurants, and customer service
that has evolved over the past
15 years. This will also be an opportunity for all interested in the
revitalization of downtown Front
Royal and the shopping districts
to get together and discuss our
ideas on the way down, back and
at lunch. We will be eating at It’s
About Thyme. Please contact Jorie Martin at 635-2182 or e-mail
at martin@wceda.com no later
than Friday, July 6th, if you plan
to come on the bus trip. The bus
trip is sponsored by the FR-WC
EDA.
TRADEFEST 2007
TradeFest is the region’s premier
business to business and community networking event. Tradefest offers a unique opportunity
to both businesses and the general public to network and gain
knowledge of the lastest trends

available in our region. Tradefest
2007 will be held September 18
and 19 at Bowling Green Country Club. Silent Partner Security
Systems Inc. is one of Tradefest’s
Major Sponsors and Greater Atlantic Bank is one of the VIP Reception sponsors. Exhibitor space
is limited! For more information
on Tradefest or sponsorship opportunities contact Niki Foster at
nfoster@frontroyalchamber.com
or 635-3185 x. 1.
LEADERSHIP PROGRAMS
The Chamber is currently accepting applications for the ninth
Community Leadership Class.
The Leadership Program is designed to prepare emerging and
existing leaders for leadership
positions in local government,
business and community affairs.
Applications for the third Youth
Leadership Class is available to
15-17 year olds in Warren County. For more information contact
Niki Foster at nfoster@frontroyalchamber.com or 635-3185 x. 1.
MEMBER NEWS
The State Corporation Commission (SCC) will conduct
hearings at four local sites this
summer to hear public comments on two applications to
construct separate segments of a
proposed 500-kilovolt transmission line to serve northern Virginia. Local hearings in July and
August will be held over two consecutive days at each location in
Warrenton, Bristow, Winchester,
and Front Royal.
Earlier this year, the SCC received the two applications for
the proposed 93-mile transmission line project that runs from
the Virginia-West Virginia border in Frederick County to a substation in Loudoun County. The
western 28-mile segment from
the West Virginia border is proposed by Trans-Allegheny Interstate Line Company (TrAILCo).
The eastern 65-mile segment to
Loudoun County is proposed by
Dominion Virginia Power and
TrAILCo. The two segments are
the eastern end of a proposed
240-mile line that originates in
southwestern Pennsylvania and
continues through West Virginia to Virginia. In Virginia,
the proposed route for the line
travels through Frederick, Warren, Fauquier, Rappahannock,
Culpeper, Prince William, and

Loudoun Counties. An alternate
route would use Interstate 66
right of way from Warren County
to Loudoun County. The local
hearing will be in Front Royal
on Wednesday, August 15 at the
North Warren Volunteer Fire
Department. The hearing will begin at 1:30 p.m. and reconvene at
7 p.m. It will continue Thursday,
August 16 at 9:30 a.m.The public
may view the companies’ applications and related documents during regular business hours at the
SCC’s Document Control Center,
First Floor, Tyler Building, 1300
East Main Street, Richmond.
Interested persons may also access copies of the applications
through the SCC’s Docket Search
portal at http://www.scc.virginia.
gov/caseinfo.htm. Written public
comments must be submitted by
December 14, 2007. Commentors
may address both cases in one
submission. All correspondence
must be sent to the Clerk of the
State Corporation Commission,
Document Control Center, P.O.
Box 2118, Richmond, Virginia
23218-2118, and refer to case
number PUE-2007-00031 and/
or PUE-2007-00033. Interested
persons desiring to submit comments electronically may do so at
the SCC’s website: http://www.
scc.virginia.gov/caseinfo.htm.
Click on the PUBLIC NOTICES link and then the SUBMIT
COMMENTS button for case
number PUE-2007-00031/PUE2007-00033.
The Warren Heritage Society will host History Camps for
elementary and middle school
students grades K-8th from 9
a.m. until 12 p.m. and for high
school students grades 9th-12th
from 1 p.m until 4 p.m. during
the weeks of July 9-13 & August
6-10. There is a 25 student limit
for each camp. Contact 636-0702
x11 or 636-1446 x10 for more
information. Warren Heritage
currently has “Early Warren” on
exhibit at Ivy Lodge. They are
also working on the expansion of
the Laura Virginia Hale Archives.
The Balthis House is also open
for tours and also houses the
exhibit “To Lead and To Serve”
documenting the 19th and early
20th century education of Native
Americans at Hampton, Virginia.
This exhibit will remain in the
Balthis House throughout the
summer. The Warren Heritage
Society is located at 101 Chester
Street.

Everyone needs some help
around the house, whether it’s basic house cleaning, power washing, mulching, mowing the lawn,
window cleaning or changing
your light bulbs. Shenandoah
Area Agency on Aging (SAAA)
has your home care solution at
competitive rates as well as offering a solution that will care
for our community seniors. This
solution allows the community to
participate with the SAAA in our
campaign for quality senior care.
The SAAA is adding to it’s services to include Homecare and Odd
Jobs to the community. All the
profits from our new business will
help the Aency to provide more
meals and enhance the services
to the elderly in our communities. When you choose to use the
SAAA Task Team, you choose to
provide quality health care to the
seniors of the SAAA. So when
you need help around the house
call SAAA Home Tasks & Odd
Jobs for a FREE estimate at 6317917. Serving Front Royal, Frederick, Clarke and Winchester.
Fishnet 07 will be held July
19-21st. Fishnet is 3 nights and
2 days of concerts, teaching, fellowship, praising, camping, and
fun! For more information and/
or to register contact 1-800-2282961 or www.fishnetministries.
org.
Handling Critical Moments
with Grace Workshop, based on
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the book by our new Chamber
member Toni Lynn Chinoy, will
be held on July 16th, 6:30 - 9:30
p.m. at the Hampton Inn. Cost
is $45. If you struggle with panic
attacks, anxiety, anger, or any
other symptom indicating a lack
of GRACE, this workshop will
help you understand why. You
will learn techniques for changing your response and regaining
your power in tough moments.
Reserve your slot today for this
workshop with Heidi Heithaus at
540-636-4890.
Come celebrate the go lden
days of summer at Belle Grove
Plantation on Friday, July 13that
7 p.m. Recalling a simpler time
when garden parties filled lazy
summer evenings, Belle Grove
hosts an Old-Fashioned Ice
Cream Social featuring delicious
ice cream and live, traditional
Bluegrass music by Five of a Kind.
Fashioned Ice Cream Social will
be held Friday, July 13, 2007, at
7 p.m. All tickets are available
at the gate. Belle Grove and
National Trust Members $4; $8
non-members; children 10 and
under $2. For more information
about Old-Fashioned Ice Cream
Social, please contact Laura Wahl
at (540) 869-2028, or by e-mail at
info@bellegrove.org. Be sure to
check out Belle Grove’s website
at www.bellegrove.org.
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Legal

Little League parents appeal A&B convictions
Ricky Lillard, Michael Skube remain embattled – legally

The Skube family with dad Mike, center, and attorney Tom Sayre, right, outside the Warren County
Courthouse following the dual convictions of Michael
Skube and Ricky Lillard.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
There were no winners in cross
allegations of assault and battery between former Front Royal
Little League President Ricky Lillard and parent Michael Skube in
Warren County General District
Court on June 26.
That was the assessment of
both the Commonwealth, which
prosecuted the cases and Judge
W. Dale Houff, who presided over
three separate cases related to
the April 13 brawl the day before
Opening Day of the 2007 season.
The third case involved Skube’s
kicking of another league official,
Larry Cross, as he was attempting to break up the initial skuffle
between Lillard and Skube.
While there was little dispute
that Skube had reacted with repeated profanity to Lillard’s verbal order that he stop batting
practice with his 13-year-old son
as volunteers prepared the fields
for weekend ceremonies and
games, whether Skube’s profanity was “an invitation to combat” was a hotly contested point
between attorneys representing
both defendants and Assistant
Commonwealth’s Attorney Todd

Gilbert.
Gilbert told the court he viewed
Skube’s verbal taunts – including
the term “a**hole” occasionally
prefaced by a colorful descriptive
adjective beginning with the letter “f ” – as such an invitation to
fight. The prosecutor also pointed to testimony from several witnesses that once Lillard entered
the batting cage where Skube and
his 13-year-old son were, the two
men engaged each other physically before the larger Lillard gained
the upper hand with a punch that
split Skube’s lip.
Lillard testified Skube began
punching at him and that he
punched back out of self-defense.
Skube said he was defending himself against Lillard’s initial attack.
Prosecutor Gilbert told the
court he was struck by Skube’s
tearful son’s testimony that he
had wondered if he should intervene to save his father’s life. Gilbert called that an adult decision
forced on the 13-year-old as the
two adults in front of him acted
like children.
The judge agreed, ruling that
while Lillard’s decision to enter
the batting cage was extremely
bad judgment in the heat of the
moment, Skube’s verbal taunts

and aggressive reaction to Lillard’s approach did meet the criteria of mutual combat.
Houff called Skube’s kicking of
Cross as he attempted to break
the fight up the worst of the three
offenses. The judge found Skube
guilty of two counts of assault and
battery and Lillard of one count.
He did not impose any jail time,
but fined both Lillard and Skube
on their convictions.
Lillard was fined $600 with
$450 suspended for the attack on
Skube.
Skube was fined $300 with
$200 suspended for the attack on
Lillard; and $1,000 with $750 suspended for the kicking of Cross
while he was on the ground restraining Lillard after pushing the
two apart.
Skube testified he was dazed
from the beating he had taken
and was trying to kick Lillard to
keep him from escaping Cross’s
grip when he accidentally kicked
Cross.
Attorneys John Bell for Lillard
and Tom Sayre for Skube both
said they had filed appeals of the
decisions on behalf of their clients.
Following the verdicts, Lillard
said he was regretful of the entire incident and had apologized
to the team he coached for his
behavior and suspension from
league activities.
“I told all the kids, I’m sorry
for what happened, I’m sorry I’m
not there to be your coach and to
help you out and take care of the
ballparks [and] don’t ever let your
emotions get the best of you,” Lillard said.
According to Little League officials present at the trials, including Lillard’s wife, the Front
Royal Little League suspended
both men in the wake of the fight,
but for only two weeks. However,
neither was able to participate for
the remainder of the 2007 Little
League season due to a decision
by the Warren County Parks and
Recreation Disciplinary Committee to bar both men from the
ballparks, which are on county
land under the auspices of parks
and rec, pending a resolution of
the legal actions. County Administrator Doug Stanley said the

committee may review the status of the litigation but that with
both convictions being appealed
the bans are likely to stand as
they are for now.
He said, he said

Skube testified Lillard had “an
ongoing grudge” against him because he would not let his son
play for Lillard’s team the previous year, due to what he termed
Lillard’s anger management problem. He said the April 13 verbal
exchange began escalating when
he told Lillard he didn’t have to
be so rude in telling him no batting practice was allowed as the
fields were prepared for Opening
Day ceremonies.
However, questioned after the
verdicts about Skube’s allegations, Lillard said if there was an
ongoing grudge it was carried by
Skube toward him. Cross supported Lillard in this regard and
both men pointed to a previous season incident in which an
umpire stopped a Little League
game and demanded Skube be
removed from the premises for
abusive language or he was going to call the game. Lillard said
he was the league official the task
of removing Skube fell upon that
day.
Cross testified he had followed

Lillard from the concession stand
area where he and another volunteer were working on a bicycle
as the verbal exchange between
Skube and Lillard escalated and
Lillard went from a walk to a
jog toward the batting cage and
Skube. He said he had gotten
punched from both sides as he
got between the men, eventually
separating them as all fell to the
ground, Skube in one direction,
he and Lillard in another. When
Skube kicked him as he held Lillard on the ground, Cross testified, “That’s when I said ‘You do
that again and I’ll let him up.’ ”
Another witness, John Stewart testified he was working on
the bike with Cross when the
exchange between Lillard and
Skube began. He said he hadn’t
paid much attention because he
often heard tempers flare around
the ballparks but it didn’t often
escalate to physical violence.
“And that training wheel was
kicking my a**,” Stewart observed
of where his attention was focused at the time.
Skube’s son sobbed as he testified – “I thought he was going to
kill him . . . I tried to stop him and
luckily Larry (Cross) came in and
pushed them apart . . . My dad
said, ‘Ricky, you’re a pu**y and
that was it.’ ”

Larry Cross, left, and former Front Royal Little League
President Ricky Lillard following the verdicts in the
cross-filed assault and battery cases stemming from
an April 13 scuffle between parents at the Little
League fields.
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Leadership

Apply now:
9th Annual Community Leadership Class

2006-2007 Leadership Graduates Front Row: Ginger Higgs & Tina Williams – ERA Brown & Rutherford Realty,
Melody Sheppard – Warren County Public Schools, Taryn Logan – County of Warren, Jennifer Keck, Terry Manovich – Weichert Realtors. Back Row: Shannon Morrison – Greater Atlantic Bank, Susan Paukstis – Toray
Plastics, Cal McCracken, Chief Ronnie Williams – Front Royal Police Department, Sharon Jones – Warren
Memorial Hospital, and Jill Williams – Healthy Families/The Warren Coalition. Not pictured: Khris Arnold &
Dale Zilke – DuPont, Lori Norton – Warren Memorial Hospital, Matt Van Tassel, Bob Sherman – Embarq, and
Jennifer Buff – Smithsonian Institute.
“I feel the Leadership program gave
me the opportunity to learn about
the culture, history, and workings
of the Warren County and Front
Royal communities. It is rare to attend a community event as diverse
as Warren County High School
scholarship events to the Festival
of Leaves and Wine & Craft Festival to a school board meeting or
workshop on Kids Voting and not
find a fellow graduate from the
program.” – Jim Wells, RPH, Valley Health and Chairman Warren
County School Board
“It’s GRRRREEEATTT! As Tony
the Tiger would say, I would even
say it’s stupendous --- eye-opening, informative, educational, provocative.” - Joe Farruggia, Editor,
The Warren Sentinel
“The Leadership Program is in
my top 10 for things that have
been most beneficial to me, personally, and professionally.” - Susan
Paukstis, Production Manager,
Toray Plastics (America), Inc.

“This class is the best opportunity
ever to understand the wants and
needs of your community, what
your community has to offer and
what great opportunities are on
our doorstep. Whether you are a
newcomer or from here originally,
this will open your eyes.” - Ginger Higgs, Realtor, ERA Brown &
Rutherford Realty
“The Leadership course really
changed my view of Front RoyalWarren County. The level of investment and cooperation in this
community is really having an impact on the lives of the people that
live and work here.” – Dale Zilke,
DuPont
“As a realtor working in this community, the Front Royal-Warren
County Leadership class was extremely helpful. I feel like I am
much more knowledgeable dealing
with clients coming in from out of
town and wanting to have information on different businesses in
the community.” - Tina Williams,
Realtor, ERA Brown & Ruther-

ford Realty
The Front Royal-Warren
County Chamber of Commerce
is accepting applications for
the ninth annual Community
Leadership Class. Leadership
Front Royal-Warren County is
coordinated by the Chamber of
Commerce and sponsored by
DuPont to prepare emerging
and existing leaders for leadership positions in local government, business and community
affairs. It is the goal of Leadership Front Royal-Warren
County to develop a source of
informed, civic oriented, volunteer leaders who are interested
in helping direct the future of
the community.
Twenty students, representing a broad cross-section of the
community will be accepted
into the program. Classes are
conducted on a full day each
month in various locations
throughout the area. The program will involve seminars and
forums on timely topics and ar-

eas of concern, small group discussion, facility tours, special
luncheon programs, and an opportunity to establish rapport
with present community leaders. Local and outside experts
in relevant fields will serve

as resource persons. Training in leadership skills such as
goal-setting, communication,
decision making, motivation,
and organization will be intergrated into the total program.
Program topics include: Local
Economy, News/Media, Community Organization, Justice/
Law Enforcement, Community
Health, Art/Culture/History/
Tourism/Recreation, Education, and Local Government.
Participation is a competitive
process open to anyone living
or working in Warren County.
Participants are selected based
on information provided on the
applications. The program is
not just starting point but rather
a process for men and women
who are already acknowledged
and aspiring leaders. If you live
or work in Front Royal-Warren
County and see yourself as a
future community leader, than
Leadership Front Royal-Warren County is for you. Applications can be picked up at the
Chamber office located at 104
E. Main St. or at www.frontroyalchamber.com and are due no
later than July 30, 2007. Please
contact the Chamber of Commerce at 635-3185 or nfoster@
frontroyalchamber.com for additional information.

2005-2006 Leadership Class members (l-r) Esther
Wren – The Southerlands, Carol Lindsey – Warren
Memorial Hospital, Sherry Hudson – Randolph-Macon Academy, Julie Berrios, and Rita Biggs – Warren
County Council on Domestic Violence touring DuPont
on Local Economy Day.
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Simply Cedar Log Homes
(local dealer for Katahdin Cedar Log Homes)

As simple as ABC. Affordable – Beautiful - Comfortable
If you’d like more information, contact us @

Del. Clifford L. “Clay” Athey, Jr.
18th District House of Delegates
Serving Fauquier, Frederick, and Warren County

(540) 636-8400 or simplycedarlogs@aol.com

Stacey & I thank you for the opportunity to serve.
If I can be of any help, please contact me at (540) 635-7917,
			
in Richmond at: (804) 698-1018,
			
by E-Mail at: DelCAthey@house.state.va.us,
			
or by mail at:
PO Box 406, Room 510
						
Richmond, VA 23218

EXCELLENT SCENIC SPRING & SUMMER RIDES

Front Royal Warren County Airport
Airplane Rides

DAILY

For 20 Minute
Scenic Flights
•
•
•
•
•

Group Discount
Aircraft Rentals
Flight Training
Photo Flights
Glider Club

•
•
•
•
•

$55

Per Person

Tie Down Avail.
Charter Flights
Gift Certificates
New Hangers
New Taxiway

INTRO
FLIGHT TRAINING
$99

Cass Aviation
(540) 635-3570

WARREN COUNTY AIRPORT/FRONT ROYAL

CFI
WANTED
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Fawn in my yard!

Carolyn Majors and her husband of Front Royal were quite surprised when
a doe gave birth to a fawn in their back yard flower bed on June 6th!
It all started when a doe and buck jumped into their fenced yard and stayed
a day or two. One day the doe delivered a fawn in a bed of phlox in the upper
yard. The doe returned several times a day to nurse the fawn.
The Majors were worried that the fawn would be abandoned in their yard and
they worried, “What in the world would we do with a fawn?”
The pictures were taken within 8 feet of the deer. The fawn would frequently
run around in the yard. One side of the yard has no fence but ends at their
driveway. The fawn was afraid of the asphalt it seemed because it would venture onto the driveway and then turn and run back into the back yard.
On the morning of June 21st, both mother and father deer were standing behind the garage. The Majors were hoping that they weren’t there to lead the
fawn away, but they knew that it was best that the fawn’s parents were. It had
been a joy to watch the fawn from birth.
The Majors have only lived in town for less than 5 years. Previously, they
lived in the county for 18 years and had never had this happen before.
On Sunday, June 24th, the fawn jumped a short fence and came back that
evening over the same fence.
On the morning of Monday, June 25th, the fawn left and has not been seen
since.
He will be remembered fondly and is always welcome back to visit.
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Skynyrd!!!

Lynyrd Skynyrd played to a sold-out crowd
at the Warren County Fairgrounds!

All lines of insurance:
Auto  Health
 Business
 Life
 Home



Insure with us
with confidence!
11 Water Street · Front Royal, VA

(540) 635-8401
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Skynyrd!!!
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Kevin S. Engle

You’re Fired!
By Kevin S. Engle
Warren County Report

If I worked for Donald Trump,
that’s what he’d say to me.
That’s right. I’d get the boot
just like all but one of “The Apprentice” wannabes on his TV
show. Why? Because I’m not a
very good project manager.
My wife and I are having our
basement finished. My job is to
oversee the project. I’m failing
miserably. And that’s putting it
mildly.
I’ve learned the construction
business is a lot like those elaborate designs made from dominos.
One falls and they all fall. When
the carpenters took longer than
anticipated, that pushed back
the drywall crew. And then the
painters were delayed. And the
floor people. And the cabinet in-

stallers. And on. And on.
As the homeowner, and project
manager, it’s very frustrating. If I
had any hair, I’d be losing it. But
since I don’t, that’s not an issue.
I’m losing my mind instead.
Last week was especially trying. The painters were here. I
take that back. They were supposed to be here. And they were.
Sometimes. When they were
here, they were consistent. Consistently late. And I’m not talking a few minutes. Try hours or
days.
They were scheduled to start
Friday morning. By lunch time,
I hadn’t seen them. I called. No
answer. By supper time, I still
hadn’t seen them. I called again.
Still no answer. At 7PM, the
painter calls to apologize and said
he didn’t get home until 4AM
from an emergency job.

Ok, but it sure would have been
nice to know that since I don’t
read minds all that well.

Let’s try again on Monday.
“7:00 isn’t too early is it?”
“No sir,” I said. “That’s fine.”
They got here at 7:40. Ok, I can
deal with that.
On Wednesday, 9:00 was the
scheduled start time. I get a call
at 9:00 telling me they wouldn’t
be here at all.
After expressing my extreme
displeasure with that news, he
says they’ll try to make it in the
afternoon. At 2PM, they arrive.
Thursday rolls around, but the
painters don’t. Not until 3PM.
That’s only six hours late. Not
bad huh?
When they leave Friday, they
say they’ll return Saturday morning at 8AM. Only one of the three
shows up. At 10:00.
$%&%$###&&**!
Take deep breaths Kev. Relax.
Think happy thoughts.

Then it hit me. I figured out
what was going on. The painters
must be from California and don’t
realize we’re three hours ahead of
the west coast. If not that, their
watches are broken. Or, they
don’t know how to tell time.
Whatever the reason, the basement is not getting done when it
was supposed to. Imagine that.
We’re six weeks behind schedule
right now. If I go by PT, Painter’s
Time, that’s just right, isn’t it?
Not only am I a poor project
manager, but I was wrong about
Mr. Trump. He wouldn’t fire me.
You know why? Because I quit!
If you’re interested in hiring Mr.
Engle as your General Contractor, he’d be happy to talk with
you about your project.   Contact
him at Kevin@warrencountyreport.com and he’ll get back to you
when he damn well feels like it!

Buyer Beware: Skeletons in the Closet (and Aliens in the Basement)
From a release:

How much do you suppose
a pile of crunchy dead bugs on
the basement floor will affect
the selling price of a $500,000
home? How about a life-size skeleton hanging in the closet, or an
open coffin in the basement with
a dummy vampire inside? Or an
overly-ripe kitty litter box under
the kitchen table?
The National Association of
Exclusive Buyer Agents (NAEBA) recently conducted an on-

line survey of their members to
rate the items they found most
annoying when searching for a
new home with buyers. Since
these real estate companies are
always looking out for the buyer’s
best interest they don’t pull any
punches. The results of the survey are revealing, surprising, and
sometimes downright weird.
Here are the top five things exclusive buyer’s agents find most
annoying when previewing a
home:
1. Broken door locks preventing

Summer Adventure Trips for Youth
From a release:
4-H is offering a series of “Wilderness Camps” this summer for
interested youth.
This is a fantastic opportunity for your children to earn
self-confidence, team-building,
leadership, and other life skills
in a safe, stimulating environment. Trips last Sunday morning through Thursday morning
and are open to all participants

regardless of skill level. Activities
are taught by professional instructors and dedicated guides.
There is still time to sign up for
Junior (ages 9-13) and Senior
(ages 14-18) caving trips, as well
as Senior Backpacking and Senior Ironman. Call the Northern
Virginia 4-H Center at 540-6357171 for more information, program dates, and our reasonable
fees. This is a truly memorable
experience for today’s youth.

access to the house.
2. Pet deposits in the back yard
or dirty cat boxes.
3. Missing light bulbs in the
basement.
4. Sellers that ask you to remove
shoes and then have wet carpet
or dirty
floors.
5. Having loose stairs on a stairway or missing banisters.
Other reported annoyances include:
6. Low hanging dining room
light fixtures in a vacant home.
7. Closet doors that fall off or
are not adjusted properly.
8. Going into a vacant home and
hearing animals in the walls.
9. Halloween decorations that
are left out.
10. Dangerous children’s toys
left out.
11. Dead cars in the driveway or
yard.
12. Homes on large lots without
a survey or description of the lot
boundaries.
13. Political signs.
14. Graffiti on a home for sale.
15. Dead birds or animals in or
around the home.

It seems that many home sellers are not overly-endowed with
common sense. Closet doors falling off? Dead animals in the front
yard? The pitter-patter of mousy
feet in the walls? Scary Halloween
decorations all over the house?
These should all be no-brainers.
Sending buyers away disgusted
or frightened out of their wits
is probably not the best of business decisions. Neither is killing
or maiming them with dangerous children’s toys left as booby
traps.
Jon Boyd, President of NAEBA,
relates some of the unbelievable
things he’s encountered over the
years when going through homes
for sale. “Once I was previewing
a fairly expensive home by myself. I go into the huge basement
and I can’t find the light switch.
As I’m reaching around a corner
I catch a light switch and turn it
on. About 8 feet in front of me is
a life-sized model of the ALIEN
MONSTER LOOKING RIGHT
AT ME! My heart starts beating
again in a few minutes when I figure out what the stupid thing is,
but whose idea was it to leave the

thing there while the home is on
the market?”
At another house Boyd almost
became an unwitting participant
in a Chaplinesque silent comedy.
“I’m stepping into the basement
the first time with buyers right
behind me, again without good
lighting. My foot hits something
and when the light goes on I see
I just barely missed stepping off
the step onto a roller skate. I’m
serious. Can you picture me flipping over onto my back like a
cartoon character? If my foot had
come down 2 inches to the left...”
Silliness aside, there is an important lesson here for home sellers. “In all these cases the buyer’s
attention is diverted from evaluating the home to something
mildly disgusting or frustrating,”
says Boyd. “If sellers have a dead
pigeon lying on the deck it will
just help our buyers negotiate a
better price because of less competition. But let’s try to leave the
skeletons and coffins for the Halloween party!”
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Opinion
Traffic fine author is traffic
lawyer!
Editor:
I have recently discovered that
the VA house of delegates, in
this case led by David Albo, has
passed a new tax. This particular
tax, known as the driver responsibility tax, is so spectacularly unjust, inefficient, foolish and corrupt that I have been motivated
to set pen to paper in an effort
to encourage fellow residents to
protest.
From July 1st, VA will levy a
tax ranging from $1,050 to over
$3,000 on the utterly arbitrary
basis that they committed one of
a subset of traffic violations, including driving 15mph over the
speed limit. This tax is in addition to the existing penalties.
This is not a just punishment
that fits the crime. How can it be
just to levy a fine of two weeks’
wages for breaking the speed
limit by 15mph? Why is this tax
to be levied on individuals who
commit one type of misdemeanor, and not on those who commit
another? As Mr. Albo has pointed out, it will no doubt reduce
the incidence of speeding. But if
that’s his sole criterion for evaluating the justness of a law, why
not apply the death penalty? I’m
sure that too would reduce the
incidence of speeding. No, as he
has admitted, the purpose of this
tax is to raise revenue. Instead of
doing so in a fair manner, asking
all citizens to contribute a share,
he has chosen to single out a tiny
group, who in many cases have
committed the most trivial of offenses and forced them to carry
the entire burden.
The effect of this tax will be
threefold. Firstly many people
will be forced to suffer extreme
hardship as the result of this tax
which ranges from 42% to well
over 100% of the median citizen’s
monthly income and is being
levied at the same time as mortgage foreclosure rates are rising
by 100% annually for the second
year in a row.
Secondly, in many cases, people will be unable to pay and will
eventually end up losing their
license, serving jail time, losing
their jobs and opportunities for
future employment. All for a
speeding ticket. Oh how unAmerican is this law, and how far
we have descended from “Life,

liberty and the pursuit of happiness”! Thirdly, traffic tickets are
an expensive and inefficient way
to collect taxes, and now a vastly
greater number of routine traffic
cases will be contested, adding
immeasurably to the congestion
in the court system and to the
costs and inefficiency of this tax.
The only obvious beneficiary of
this tax will be lawyers who specialize in traffic offenses. Heavens above! Apparently delegate
David Albo is a traffic lawyer.
I urge all citizens to contact
David Albo at dave@davealbo.
com, the Virginian Republican
committee at info@rpv.org, and
the governor at (804) 786-2211
and let them know that this unAmerican tax must be rescinded
forthwith.
Congress of the United States
House of Representatives
Washington, DC
June 29, 2007
The Honorable George W. Bush

President of the United States
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W
Washington, DC 20500
Dear Mr. President:
We write as Members of Congress joined together in our commitment to find a responsible,
bipartisan plan for achieving
stability in Iraq and bringing our
troops home.
As you may know, earlier this
month we introduced legislation
to implement the recommendations of the Iraq Study Group
(ISG) - also known as the Baker-Hamilton Commission - as a
foundation for strategic change
in our policy in Iraq. This legislation (H.R. 2574) now has 57 bipartisan cosponsors, and a Senate companion bill.
Embodying key Study Group
recommendations, including a
diplomatic offensive, giving the
highest priority to training and
equipping Iraqi military and
security forces, improving eco-

nomic reconstruction programs,
enhancing budgetary transparency, and setting conditions that
can lead to the redeployment of
U.S. combat forces, this legislation represents the first truly bipartisan proposal for ending this
conflict.
One of the main strengths of
the ISG was that it provided an
independent and bipartisan assessment of the situation in Iraq
at a critical time. We believe that
with an assessment due from
the Administration - specifically
from General David Petraeus and
Ambassador Ryan Crocker - in
September, this is another critical time for the Congress and the
American people to hear again
from the ISG’s independent and
bipartisan voices.
Therefore, we urge you to support the call to reconstitute the
Iraq Study Group. Just last week,
the House voted 355-69 for an
amendment offered by Rep.
Christopher Shays to provide $1
million to the U.S. Institute of
Peace for the purposes of reestab-

lishing the ISG. The ISG would
focus on evaluating conditions
in Iraq one year later, comparing
its findings to those of a year ago,
and reviewing and updating its
recommendations.
As you know, the Foreign
Operations appropriations bill
- to which the amendment is
attached - is unlikely to pass
quickly enough for a newly constituted ISG to report in the fall.
So, in recognition of the will of
Congress as evidenced by strong
bipartisan support for ISG legislation in the House and Senate
and by last week’s House vote to
provide funding for the ISG to
continue, we urge you to act now
to reconvene the ISG.
Sincerely,
Frank Wolf
Mark Udall
Christopher Shays
Michael McCaul
Dan Lipinski

Wolf urges Bush on Iraq Study Group
From a release:
On Friday, June 29, 2007 Rep.
Mark Udall (D-CO), Rep. Frank
Wolf (R-VA), Rep. Christopher
Shays (R-CT), Rep. Michael McCaul (R-TX), and Rep. Daniel
Lipinski (D-IL) sent a letter to
President Bush urging him to
move to reconstitute the Iraq
Study Group, following a House
vote of support last week.
The House voted 355-69 last
week for an amendment offered
by Rep. Christopher Shays to
provide $1 million to the U.S. Institute of Peace for the purposes
of reestablishing the ISG. The
ISG would focus on evaluating
conditions in Iraq one year later,
comparing its findings to those of
a year ago, and reviewing and updating its recommendations. The
Members asked for presidential
action because the Foreign Operations appropriations bill – in
which the amendment is included – is unlikely to be signed into
law quickly enough for a newly
constituted ISG to report in the
fall.
Earlier this month, the five

members led in introducing legislation, H.R. 2574, to implement
the recommendations of the Iraq
Study Group as the way forward
in dealing with the war in Iraq.
There are now 57 bipartisan cosponsors of the bill.
“The best way to end this war
is for Democrats and Republicans to work together to change
the course in Iraq. Many of us
welcomed the ISG’s recommendations when the report was first
released last year, and many of us
believe that the report still provides a comprehensive blueprint
for a way forward in Iraq and the
Middle East, from both the military and the diplomatic perspective. Bringing together again the
bipartisan members of the ISG to
update the report will give Congress and the American people
an independent perspective to
compare to the Administration’s
report due in September,” said
Representative Udall.
“The Bush Administration has
nothing to lose by reconstituting
the ISG. In fact, it has everything
to gain,” said Wolf, who was instrumental in the creation of the

commission. “Everyone wants to
see an end to the violence in Iraq.
Everyone also wants to win the
war on terror. Having the ISG go
back and provide another independent, bipartisan assessment
will take out the venom that is so
present in some of the debate.”
“Last fall, the Iraq Study Group
provided Congress a thoughtful
assessment on one of the most
important issues of our time,”
stated Shays. “As we approach
another crossroad in this conflict, having that insight again
will be invaluable.”
“The recommendations formed
by the Iraq Study Group are keys
to achieving victory in Iraq. In
the past, votes in Congress towards that goal, have largely fallen along party lines to no legislative end. Meanwhile, Americans
have grown increasingly frustrated with the situation in Iraq
and by what they see as partisan
gridlock. Putting politics first
when fighting a war is simply
unacceptable. This bill takes the
politics out of the war and sends
a clear message to the President
that the Iraq Study Group’s rec-

ommendations have the backing
of the vast majority of Americans
and should be implemented immediately,” stated McCaul.
“The ISG provides a way to
break through the partisan gridlock on Iraq and it should be
reconvened to provide a new,
independent assessment of the
current situation,” said Lipinski.
“But America must not continue the current course until the
new report. The ISG has already
provided thoughtful recommendations on how we can move
toward successfully concluding
the war and bringing our troops
home, and we should start implementing those immediately.”
The ISG was created in March
2006 at the request of a bipartisan group of members of Congress, led by Rep. Wolf, and was
co-chaired by former Secretary
of State James Baker and former
chairman of the House Foreign
Affairs Committee Lee Hamilton. In December 2006, the ISG
released its recommendations
and outlined a bipartisan approach to bringing a responsible
conclusion to the Iraq war.
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Sheriff’s report

Report from Warren County Sheriff Daniel T. McEathron. Prepared by Becky Whited, Administrative Assistant to Patrol.

Warren County Sheriff’s Department
JAN
FELONY CASES INITIATED
25
MISDEMEANOR CASES INITIATED
0
OTHER CASES INITIATED
4
NUMBER OF PROPERTY CRIMES
22
TOTAL CASES INITIATED THIS MONTH 29
FELONY WARRANTS ISSUED
0
MISD. WARRANTS ISSUED
0
INDICTMENTS ISSUED
0
FELONY PETITIONS ISSUED
0
MISD. PETITIONS ISSUED
0
TOTAL WARRANT/INDT/PETI ISSUED
0
CLOSED BY ARREST/PROSECUTION
2
CLOSED UNSOLVED(inactive)
0
CLOSED/PROSECUTION DECLINED
3
CLOSED BY EXCEPTION
2
TOTAL CASES CLOSED THIS MONTH
7
INTERVIEWS-VICTIMS/WITNESSES
150
INTERVIEWS-SUSPECTS
11
INTERROGATIONS
2
LABORATORY/FAIRFAX
2
AUTOPSY/FAIRFAX
2
SEARCH WARRANTS
3
CONSENT SEARCH
4
MISC. ASSIST(PD,VSP,S.O.,DTF)
2
Phase I Background
11
Phase II Background
0
HOMICIDE
0
SUICIDE
2
ACCIDENTAL DEATH
0
DROWNING
1
DOA
0
IN CUSTODY DEATH
0
MALICIOUS WOUNDING
0
FELONIOUS ASSAULT
0
ASSAULT AND BATTERY
0
GRAND LARCENY
14
PETIT LARCENY
0
VEHICLE GRAND LARCENY
0
3 &4 WHEELER LARCENY
0
Motorcycle Larceny
0
Moped Larceny
0
Boat Larceny
0
Attempted B&E
0
Unlawful Entry
0
B&E/GRAND LARCENY
3
B&E/PETIT LARCENY
0
B&E/Destruction of Property
1
B&E/with intent to commit another crime
0
Property Damage/Vandalism-Felony
1
Property Damage/Vandalism-Misdemeanor 0
RAPE
0
SEXUAL ASSAULT ADULT
0
SEXUAL ASSAULT CHILD
2
ABDUCTION
0
CHILD ABUSE
0
Eldery Abuse
0
False Pretense
0
Forgery
0
Fraud/Checks or Credit Card
2
Fraud/Construction
0
Uttering
0
Embezzlement
1
Identity Theft
0
Telephone Scams
0
Paving Scams
0
Sealing Scams
0
Mail Scams
0
Robbery
1
Strong Arm Robbery
0
ARSON
0
SUSPICIOUS FIRE
1
ACCIDENTAL FIRE
0
BOMB THREAT
0

FEB
11
0
3
4
14
0
0
0
0
0
0
9
44
1
9
63
112
11
0
1
1
2
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
3
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
4
0
1
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0

MAR
17
0
2
9
19
17
0
0
3
0
20
2
19
2
3
26
137
11
0
2
1
8
0
5
0
0
0
0
0
0
2
0
0
0
0
4
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
1
0
0
1
3
0
0
0
0
1
4
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0

APR
12
1
2
11
15
4
2
0
0
0
6
11
29
2
8
50
103
10
0
1
0
0
2
2
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
4
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
1
1
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
4
1
0

MAY
11
0
5
5
16
3
0
1
5
1
10
2
1
2
4
9
120
12
0
4
1
0
0
1
0
0
0
1
0
0
4
0
0
1
0
5
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
1
0
0

Warren County Sheriff’s Department
VEHICLE HIT AND RUN
VEHICLE RECOVERY
SHOOT INOT OCCUPIED VEHICLE
SHOOT INOT OCCUPIED DWELLING
Drugs/Narcotics
ESCAPE
Search Warrants
Consent Search
Misc. Assist (PD,FD,VSP,SO, DTF)

JAN
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

FEB
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

MAR
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

APR
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

MAY
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Animal Control
Complaints - Town Residents
Complaints - County Residents
County After Hours Calls
Town After Hours Calls
County Animal Warnings
Town Animal Warnings
County Animal Summons
Town Animal Summons
County Animals to Shelter
Town Animals to Shelter
County Door to Door Checks
Town Door to Door Checks
Animals Taken to Veterinarian
County Animal Attack Reports
Town Animal Attack Reports
Traffic Stops (T38)
VA Uniform Summons
(Speeding, Reckless, Poss Marj.
Self Initiated Arrests:
M
(DIP, A&B, Etc.)
F
Arrests From Traffic Stop 10-29
Notice of Suspension Issued
Accidents Investigated
Property Checks
Warrants Served
Warrants Attempted to Serve
Self Initiated Arrests:
M
(DUI, Driving Susp., Etc .)
F
Other Papers Served
Narcotic K-9 Requests
Patrol K-9 Requests
Follow - Up (T82)
Court Hours: Gen. District
Circuit
		
J&D
Public Assists
Other Agency Assists

JAN
76
144
2
0
0
0
5
4
19
13
0
0
3
0
0
10
0

FEB
69
157
1
5
10
7
1
3
35
13
0
0
5
5
2
4
1

MAR
69
159
1
3
9
3
18
2
31
12
45
0
1
4
5
39
23

APR
80
184
5
2
6
7
16
4
24
23
2
2
4
11
3
21
8

MAY
121
212
3
7
10
6
27
3
28
14
7
0
1
12
4
28
7

0
0
0
0
3
152
6
2
6
0
0
0
0
32
6
0
0
4
2

5
2
0
1
1
218
2
3
0
0
0
0
0
16
14
8
6
8
23

8
2
0
1
0
265
4
0
0
0
3
53
5.25
0
0
13
19

1
0
3
3
0
254
1
0
0
0
9
44
12
0
3
23
34

1
0
0
0
0
397
8
5
1
0
5

Summary
JAN
# Complaints Answered
621
# Complaints Assisted
292
# Complaints Followed Up On
149
# Public Assists
512
# Other Agency Assists
416
# Traffic Stops
332
# VA Uniform Summons
83
(Speeding, Reckless, Poss Marj)		
# Arrests from Traffic Stop:
M
14
(DUI, Driving Susp., Etc.)
F
2
# Arrest from Traffic Stop 10-29
0
# Notice of Suspension Issued
15
# Accidents Investigated
23
# Property Checks
9059
# Warrants Served
73
# Warrants Attempted to Serve
151
# Self Initiated Arrests:
M
9
(DIP, A&B, Etc.)
F
1
# Other Papers Served
111
Court Hours: Gen. District
40.5
Circuit
15

FEB
502
219
95
305
188
180
39

MAR
496
252
154
358
79
276
119

APR
520
245
108
424
76
273
83

MAY
720
288
166
471
103
277
92

18
5
1
18
15
5695
47
74
15
2
77
34
3

14
2
2
15
7
5465
53
82
58
4
122
32
10

19
0
9
15
7
5789
54
112
12
2
104
72
8.5

26
5
4
10
6
5820
60
109
28
9
118
21
15

J&D

18.5

30.5

14

18.5

32
8.5
1
1
24
24

17.5

SKYLINE RESTAURANT

SOUL MOUNTAIN CAFÉ

THE APPLE HOUSE

ARBY’S

300 Remount Road

HONG KONG RESTAURANT

1525 North Shenandoah Avenue
(540) 635-9447
(800) 461-1720

BLUEMONT INN

10 South Street
(540) 635-1499

GYRO’S EXPRESS CAFÉ

1370 North Shenandoah Avenue
(540) 636-7200
(888) 204-4803

BLUE RIDGE MOTEL

MOTELS

MOTELS

219 East Main Street
(540) 635-5956

WYNN’S

836 N. Commerce Ave.
(540) 636-6857

WENDY’S INTERNATIONAL

865 John Marshall Highway
(540) 636-8999

VILLA GIUSEPPE’S ITALIAN
RESTAURANT

231 Chester St.
(540) 636-0008

VICTORIA’S

411 South Street
(540) 635-2288

TOPS CHINA

620 North Royal Avenue
(540) 635-1958

TACO BELL

530 North Royal Avenue
(540) 635-4400

SUBWAY

116 South Street
(540) 631-0300

SPELUNKERS

424-A South Street
(540) 636-6654

SOUTH STREET GRILL

304A E. Main Street
(540) 636-0070

915 North Royal Avenue
(540) 635-6615

1423 N. Shenandoah Ave.
(540) 635-3688

GOLDEN CHINA

Royal Plaza Center
(540) 635-4171

DOMINO’S PIZZA

708 South Royal Avenue
(540) 635-1780

DEAN’S STEAK HOUSE

477 South St.
(540) 636-3636

THE DAILY GRIND - ROYAL PLAZA

215 E. Main Street
(540) 635-3556

THE DAILY GRIND - MAIN ST.

104 South Royal Avenue
(540) 636-8884

COUNTY SEAT PUB & EATERY

239 South Street
(540) 635-9161
(540) 635-9440

CHINA JADE RESTAURANT

328 Remount Road
(540) 635-8815

CELIO’S PIZZA

328 Remount Road
(540) 635-8815

CASTIGLIA ITALIAN EATERY

3 Blue Mountain Road
(540) 622-2696

BJ’S CAFÉ

412 South Street
(540) 635-3326

BURGER KING

1204 N. Royal Ave.
(540) 635-6468

Exit 13 I66 Rt 55
(540) 636-6329

241 Chester Street
(540) 636-0056

ROYAL GARDEN RESTAURANT

ANTHONY’S PIZZA

103 S. Royal Ave.
(540) 636-2000

RESTAURANTS

TOURISM@CI.FRONT-ROYAL.VA.US WWW.CI.FRONT-ROYAL. VA.US

RESTAURANTS

(540) 635-5788 1-800-338-2576 EMAIL

414 EAST MAIN STREET, FRONT ROYAL, VIRGINIA 22630

THE FRONT ROYAL-WARREN COUNTY VISITOR’S CENTER
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Circled numbers indicate Battle of Front Royal stops

CENTER CITY MOTEL

FRONT ROYAL MOTEL

101 W. 14th Street
(540) 551-9953

ROYAL OAK TAVERN

22 W. 14th Street
(540) 636-2967

PIZZA HUT

407 South Commerce Avenue
(540) 636-7441

MOM’S COUNTRY KITCHEN

107 Water Street
(540) 636-3453

MIDWAY RESTAURANT

916 John Marshall Highway
(540) 631-0800

MEXICO LINDO RESTAURANT

138 W. 14th Street
(540) 636-6146

THE MELTING POT

409 South Street
Route 522/340 North & I-66
(540) 635-5365

MCDONALD’S

500 East Main Street
(540) 636-3123

MAIN STREET MILL

522 East Main Street
at the bridge
(540) 635-3791

L DEE’S PANCAKE HOUSE

801 North Royal Avenue
(540) 635-3064

KNOTTY PINE RESTAURANT

53 West 14th Street
(540) 635-4148
(800) 230-7349

TWI-LITE MOTEL

11 South Street
(Intersection of Routes 340 & 55)
(540) 636-4888
(800) 800-8000

SUPER 8

622 South Royal Avenue
(540) 635-5354

SKYLINE RESORT MOTEL

1600 Shenandoah Avenue
(540) 635-3181

SHENANDOAH MOTEL

533 South Royal Avenue
(540) 636-6168

SCOTTISH INN

1801 North Shenandoah Avenue
(540) 635-4101
(800) 487-3529

RELAX INN

QUALITY INN

10 Commerce Avenue
(540) 635-3161

541 South Royal Avenue
(540) 635-4784

PIONEER MOTEL

9800 Winchester Road
(540) 635-1882
(800) Hampton

HAMPTON INN

1400 N. Shenandoah Avenue
(540) 635-4114

807 John Marshall Highway
(540) 635-7119

KENTUCKY FRIED CHICKEN

141 West 15th Street
(540) 635-2191

COOL HARBOR MOTEL

14th Street & Shenandoah Avenue

JIMBO’S RESTAURANT

1303 North Royal Avenue
(540) 635-7348

416 South Royal Avenue
(540) 635-4050

JALISCO MEXICAN RESTAURANT

206 South Royal Avenue
(540) 636-9293

J’S GOURMET/APT 2G

BUDGET INN

1122 North Royal Avenue
(540) 635-2196
(800) 766-6748

300 Remount Road
(540) 635-9990

HONG KONG RESTAURANT

1525 North Shenandoah Avenue
(540) 635-9447
(800) 461-1720

BLUEMONT INN

GYRO’S EXPRESS CAFÉ

10 South Street
(540) 635-1499

BLUE RIDGE MOTEL

1370 North Shenandoah Avenue
(540) 636-7200
(888) 204-4803

GOLDEN CHINA

1423 N. Shenandoah Ave.
(540) 635-3688
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DSS drama

Rising hostility evident at social services meeting
Selover, McClosky question department’s personnel, procedures

“Two sides to every story:” From left, Tony Carter, Ron King and Prudence Matthews listen to criticism directed their way from, at right,
Linda Selover and Judith McClosky, flanking reporter Ben Orcutt.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Take a hike – preferably without pay or authority – until my
questions are answered, was the
basic message of one of several
women whose testimony led to
the convening of a special grand
jury to investigate the Warren
County Department of Social
Services last month.
Speaking at the WCDSS’s June
meeting, Linda Selover, a local
attorney with a long-standing
case concerning the type of care
her invalided mother is receiving
from contracted caregivers at her
parents’ residence, called for the
“stepping down” of the social services board, department Director
Ron King and departmental Supervisor Tammy Curl. The latter
two are mentioned by name in a
June 5 grand jury recommendation of convening a special grand
jury to Warren County Circuit
Court Judge Dennis L. Hupp.
Selover, who has an appeal of
an April 4, 2007 court order justifying the continued care of her
mother under DSS investigated
and court-authorized conditions,
directly requested social services
board Chairman Prudence Matthews and board member Tony
Carter to step down along with
King and Curl. Selover also suggested the remainder of the DSS
board consider stepping down
pending the findings of the special grand jury convened on June
19.
That special grand jury was
empanelled following June 5
grand jury testimony by Selover
and fired part-time departmental fraud investigator Judith McClosky and one other former
WCDSS employee.
In her June 21 remarks to the
social services board, Selover alleged breaches of confidentiality

and management failures by Matthews and other failures by Carter, King, Curl and the remainder
of the social services governing
board.
When Matthews told Selover
her five minutes of public speaking time was up, Selover responded “not by my watch” and
continued to the completion of
her remarks.
Later in the meeting when
King read portions of the existing court order on the case of
Selover’s mother, Elizabeth S.
Smith’s care, Selover interrupted.
Told she was out of order by Matthews, Selover replied that she
believed the reading of the court
order into the record of the meeting was “out of order.” When Selover continued to comment and
object to King’s reading from the
document, Matthews threatened
to have her removed from the
premises – though with no law
enforcement personnel present,
how that removal might have occurred is a matter for conjecture.
Selover later termed the meeting
“a kangaroo court.”
The site of the June WCDSS
meeting – the main meeting room
of the Warren County Government Center – led McClosky to
question board procedures. Prior
to Selover’s comments, McClosky
questioned the change of venues
from the smaller DSS offices to
the WCGC, asking whether the
posted notices of the change – at
DSS offices, the WCGC and the
county courthouse were sufficient to meet Freedom of Information Act statutes.
Questioned later about McClosky’s query, Matthews said
the county attorney had informed
her the submitted postings met
FOIA guidelines.
In a seeming response to the
initial point of McClosky’s criticism of the department, a Nov.

17, 2006, policy change issued by
King requiring all fraud cases be
referred through his office before
being forwarded to the Commonwealth’s Attorney’s Office, King
read a portion of a state DSS finding on departmental procedures
submitted on June 20.
That report from Office Services, Fraud Management Unit
Program Manager Sandy Smith
cited nine examples of improper
procedure or documentation
based on the review of 11 case
files. However, Smith’s report
acknowledged that such investigative reviews “normally include
an extensive interview with the
fraud investigator regarding the
cases which were investigated”
and acknowledged that such an
interview was not possible because the investigator (McClosky)
was no longer employed by the
department. McClosky was fired
on April 26 and has an outstanding grievance on her termination
that has been rejected by both
King and the DSS board and has
reached the arbitration stage.
Included in the state review of
fraud cases McClosky handled
prior to her termination were:
• two files without the proper
documentation to support a finding of no fraud;
• three files with no documentation indicating why an investigation was cancelled;
• three files without documentation to support a decision to
proceed administratively versus
filing a criminal action;
• and five unfinalized investigations in the database tracking
system.
King also acknowledged that if
the state investigation had found
any evidence of improper actions
on his part, the state police could
be called in to investigate – an action he pointed out was not initiated following the state review.

While King termed the findings
a justification of the November
policy change, McClosky had a
different view. Questioned later,
she said, “Smoke and mirrors,
that’s all this is.”
Regarding Selover’s criticism’s
of his department’s handling of
her mother’s case, King later said
if the court were to order another
review of the case based on Selover’s appeal, he would recommend his department step aside.
“Mrs. Selover has come to the
board for several months with
concerns about her mother,” King
observed. “And she has referred
and reported us to our state office and to the secretary’s office.
We have had state staff come out
and review with us Mrs. Selover’s
concerns and we felt that if, indeed, there are any [future reviews] that another agency be
selected to do it.”
King said that decision was not
an agreement with the issues Selover raised – “But it gives a new
set of eyes to determine if there’s
a problem,” he said.
Selover has raised issues over
what she believes has been abu-

sive care of her mother, including over-medication, the side
effects of which she claims have
been misdiagnosed as dementia,
which she believes her mother
does not suffer from. Selover also
has questioned whether her father, from whom she is estranged,
at his advanced age is capable of
ascertaining what type of care his
wife is receiving. Both Selover’s
parents are in their 80s and Mr.
Smith is paying private caregivers
for 24-hour around the clock care
of his wife at their home.
The April 4 court order allows
Selover three, one-hour accompanied visits per week to her
mother at her parents’ residence
under a variety of conditions, including restrictions on statements
to her mother that could cause
her mother stress or annoyance.
It denied Selover’s request to be
appointed her mother’s guardian; denied her request to be appointed her mother’s conservator; and ordered that her mother
be allowed to remain in residence
at the home she shares with her
husband.

Clarification/correction

In the late June issue, page 8 story on the testimony of fired Warren
County Social Services fraud investigator Judith McClosky both for
and against her former employer in June, the sentence, “Does McClosky feel schizophrenic in the wake of her April 26 firing, pending
grievance on that termination, repeated grand jury testimony against
the department of social services and ongoing role as a witness in
DSS fraud cases,” was not intended as an insinuation McClosky is
actually schizophrenic.
Also, as explained by McClosky the police terminology “wearing a
wire” implies a microphone monitored by a third party listener. McClosky said she does not wear such devices, though her husband did
wear a “concealed recording device” during his April 19 appearance
before the social services board, as did she during her May 17 appearance before the same board.
Also, McClosky said Elizabeth A. Lethcoe signed an acknowledgement that her interview with McClosky during the fraud investigation of her case was recorded.
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Features include a mediocre Bose 5.1 AM/FM/CD/MP3/XM Satellite sound system,
xenon headlights, all-season tires, stability and traction control, a tire pressure monitor, power sunroof, heavy duty Brembo 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS and Brake
Assist, adaptive cruise control, and front/side/side curtain airbags.

Thunder road

2007 Cadillac STS-V
By Zane Binder

Sparkling performance in an
American luxury car is notable.
Probably the best example is Cadillac’s new STS-V, a 4-door designed to compete with BMW’s
“5” series, the Mercedes E55 class
and vehicles of similar pedigree.
Coupled with a top-line drivetrain, this sophisticated car from
General Motors’ flagship division
has moved the firm closer to Europe’s best!
The rear-drive STS-V is available in one configuration: with a
469 HP, 4.4 liter NorthStar V8.
It’s supercharged and intercooled
and almost certainly the sole reason anyone buys such a beast. Is
it worth it? Read on!
Inside, the “V’s” attractive, particularly the wood trim dash. Its
front semi-sport power buckets
offer comfortable heated leather
seating. They’re divided by a storage console with shallow cup-

holders. The dash features touch
screen controls and a semi-userfriendly GPS System. Sadly, control “feel” still needs upgrading,
and the door armrests need padding. In back, the rear bench has
adult-usable room.
The $78,000 base price “V”
carries every power accessory
known. Features include a mediocre Bose 5.1 AM/FM/CD/MP3/
XM Satellite sound system, xe-

SHOP RATES

non headlights, all-season tires,
stability and traction control, a
tire pressure monitor, power sunroof, heavy duty Brembo 4-wheel
disc brakes with ABS and Brake
Assist, adaptive cruise control,
front/side/side curtain airbags
both front and rear, power windows/locks/mirrors, OnStar, a
back-up parking camera that
works well, a burglar alarm, keyfob entry with remote start, key-

DIRECT BILLING

Cars and trucks
less push-button starting and a
plethora of other features.
Turning to the 469 HP fuelinjected engine, it’s excellent.
This aluminum 4-valve-per-cylinder, 4-cam powerplant with
variable timing moves the porky
4,394-pound “V” from 0-60 in
5.4 seconds. Fuel efficiency on
high test was measured at 14 city
and an astounding 25 highway
(EPA 14/21). The unit’s mated to
a smooth but reluctant to kick
down six-speed overdrive automatic transmission. Gearing is
incredibly l-o-n-g, meaning it
excelled in highway cruising, but
sudden acceleration disappoints.
Turning to handling, you’ll find
it well above average with a U-

turn circle of 39 feet. The “V’s”
fully independent MagneticRide
Control suspension allows it to
“hang through corners” well - but
there’s a price. The ride is taut too taut over speed bumps and
large potholes.
Challenging the great road cars
of Europe (or even Infiniti’s M45)
for supremacy is daunting. Before
buying any of them, take a l-o-n-g
test drive. There are lot of differences, most of which boil down
to preference. Investigate thoroughly before producing your
checkbook!
Opossum@ix.netcom.com
(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.

Mechanic’s Corner
How to check the engine coolant level: The coolant
level should be between “LOW” and “FULL” marks in
the coolant overflow tank. If it’s lower, top it up. If
there is no coolant in the overflow tank, or you have
to top it up quite often, have your car inspected in
the garage. Possibly, there is a coolant leak. Never
open the radiator or coolant overflow tank when the
engine is hot!

INSURANCE REPLACEMENTS
Full Line of Rental
Cars and Trucks

OPEN 7 DAYS
A WEEK!

540-636-2090
348A COMMERCE AVE
FRONT ROYAL, VA
FAST FREE PICKUP, JUST A PHONE CALL AWAY!

CASH OR CREDIT CARD

VAN RENTALS MOVING TRUCKS
SERVING WARREN, SHENANDOAH,
PAGE AND FREDERICK COUNTIES
WINCHESTER LOCATION: 540-667-8304

MOVING TRUCKS

15 PASSENGER VANS
· SHUTTLE BUSES
· CARGO VANS
· MINIVANS
New Winchester location: 110-7 Featherbed Ln

SUPPLIES

BOXES

LOCAL/ONE-WAY
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Unique landscaping

Resident given 90 days to pay fine or do time
Property cleanup battle with county, court nets 60-day sentence

County Zoning Adminstrator John Kulnis, right, stops by to chat with County
Planner Matt Wendling, on phone. Kulnis “and his gang” of county cleanup workers were not welcome guests on the property of Herb Dunkel during court-ordered cleanup last March.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Prior to passing sentence on
contempt of court charges against
Herb Dunkel related to an ordered cleanup of the defendant’s
property and payment of courtimposed fines, Warren County
Circuit Court Judge Dennis L.
Hupp asked Dunkel if he had
anything to say.
Dunkel began by saying he felt
his lawyer had pretty much presented the extent of his defense
before launching into a rambling
and extended recounting of his
side of the story.
Near the end of his remarks,
commenting on a trailer fire on
his property the day after county
staff ’s March 24 cleanup of his lot
off Strasburg Road, Dunkel stated
that he had “a problem with hostility” in his neighborhood.
Dunkel was then informed he
also had an escalating problem
with the court and likely the

county in the wake of a guilty verdict.
Noting that he was familiar
with the defendant from several
cases in recent years, Hupp said,
“If it weren’t so irritating it would
be amusing.”
Amused no more, Hupp sentenced Dunkel to 60 days in jail.
However, he gave the 57-year-old
defendant, whose flowing white
hair and beard give him the appearance of a somewhat misplaced Santa Claus, a 90-day stay
of execution of that sentence.
Hupp told Dunkel that if he paid
the outstanding $2,236.07 in
fines and $250 in court costs by
the Sept. 12 date he was due to
report to serve his sentence, he
would consider suspending part
or all of the jail time.
The county is also attempting
to collect over $2,000 in costs related to its enforced court order
to clean up Dunkel’s property.
Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney Anna Hammond noted

that the initial court order to
Dunkel to clean his property was
made on Nov. 30, 2005. County
Zoning Administrator John Kulnis finally sent staff to act on that
order on March 24, 2007. Dunkel
has cited an earlier alleged arson
on his property as preventing
him from performing the ordered cleanup due to an ongoing

criminal investigation. However,
Dunkel presented no evidence to
substantiate that claim.
Dunkel’s inability to substantiate or document a number of his
claims, such as ongoing health
problems he told the court were
a result of seven industrial accidents and 20 car wrecks he has
been involved in, also stretched
his credibility in the eyes of the
court.
Dunkel told the court he wasn’t
stalling in paying his fines. Rather,
the defendant said he was simply
unable to raise the funds because
at his age and in his health he
couldn’t compete in the existing
labor market, especially “with
the Mexicans.” Noting that the
loss of his driver’s license due to a
conviction further hampered his
ability to work.
Dunkel also testified he preferred not to consider himself
unemployed, but rather “self-employed not making any money.”
Asked how long he had been in
that situation during cross-examination, Dunkel replied 10 years.
The inability to raise the money
to have a required survey of his
property to pursue a plan to develop a water-treatment facility
to serve portions of Warren and
nearby Shenandoah County began his problems, Dunkel testified. Dunkel said he was unwilling to sell his property, which is
impacted by floodplain issues,
for its assessed $18,000 value
because he believes surveyed for
development it would be worth

about $75,000.
While Dunkel portrayed himself as a victim being pressured
by the county into liquidating a
potentially valuable property asset, the court took another view.
“A game is being played . . . and
I’m not listening anymore,” Hupp
said in prefacing his decision.
The judge noted that Dunkel had
testified he was able to borrow
money from his father at times
of need but said he had not asked
for the money to pay his fines because he didn’t think it was right.
Hupp also noted that despite
the claims of medical disabilities
Dunkel had made no effort to apply for disability and provided no
medical documentation to support his health claims.
The judge concluded that Dunkel’s claims of self-employment
with no money coming in were
“another part of the game being
played” before rendering his verdict.
Dunkel’s problems are compounded by the county’s pending
claim against him for compensation of about $2,000 for its staff
time during the March 24 cleanup.
Following the verdict, Dunkel
declined further comment on
the advise of his attorney, David
Smith.
E-mail the author:
sunrajah@yahoo.com
Letters to the editor:
editor@warrencountyreport.com

Volunteers sought by Front Royal Golf Club
From a release:
The Front Royal Golf Club
Advisory Committee has announced the establishment of a
volunteer program to assist with
the daily operations of the facility.
The FRGC staff is seeking assistance from volunteers interested in serving their community, helping FRGC maintain a
quality facility and providing
excellent customer service. In
return, qualifying volunteers will

be eligible to receive free tee time
at the club.
Volunteer Expectations:
• First and foremost volunteers
serve the patron, our customer.
• Provide patrons a positive
first image of the Frollt Royal
Golf Club.
• Will perform a variety of
tasks developed by the Clubhouse Manager and Golf Superintendent of the Front Royal Golf
Club.
• The volunteers work sched-

ule includes: Friday, Saturday, or
Sunday. The volunteers are provided tee time at the golf club between Monday through Thursday
for working a minimum of eight
(8) hours per week.
Periodic Training: The County
will provide a training program
annually to acquaint all volunteers with the Front Royal Golf
Club function.
For more information please
contact the Front Royal Golf Club
Clubhouse at 540-636-9061.
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Tourism

Domestic
Visitors
AL
5
AK
4
AZ
4
AR
-CA
43
CO	12
CT
20
DE	10
DC	35
FL
62
GA	19
HI	3
ID
-IL
26
IN	11
IA
8
KS	10
KY	19
LA	11
ME
6
MD	104
MA
52
MI
44
MN
8
MS
-MO
7
MT
-NE
7
NV
-NH	17
NJ	37
NM
2
NY
81
NC
28
ND
-OH
23
OK
5
OR
4
PA
91
PR
-RI
7
SC	13
SD
-TN	12
TX
20
UT	3
VT
43
VA 218
WA	19
WV
8
WI
4
WY	3

What prompted their visit?
AAA Travel Guides
7
Appalachian Trail
25
Baseball
5
Bed & Breakfast Guides
2
Bicycle Tour
22
Book, Bill Bryson	1
Business Trip
8
Camping Directories
53
Christendom College
21
Corvettes
2
Deals Gap
2
TV Documentary
6
Driving through
245
European Guidebook
2
Friends
50
Genealogy	3
Golf Guides	3
Hiking & Fishing
2
History/Civil War
88
Hudson
7
Local Resident	10
Luray Caverns	15
Mission for Church	1
Motorcycle Fever	13
NSSA Nationals
2
RCI Condo Exchange	3
Rec. News
2
Regional Resident
57
Relatives
41
Relocating	15
Scenic Back Roads
4
School Project
2
Skyline Caverns	11
Skyline Drive/SNP
461
State Park	3
Uncertain or no reply	116
Vacation
212
Visiting	157
Wine Festival
4
4
Wineries
Total
1,685

International
Visitors
Argentina
2
Australia	30
Austria
7
Belarus	1
Belgium	3
Brazil	1	
Bulgaria
2
Canada
86
China
2
Colombia
2
Czech Rep.
4
Denmark
4
England
71
Scotland
7
Ireland
4
Wales
4
France
21
Germany
49
Iceland
5
India
9
Italy
4
Japan
2
Lativa
4
Netherlands	18
New Zealand 4
Norway
2
Peru
2
Philippines 27
Poland
8
Romania
6
Russia
4
Slovakia
2
South Africa 5
Sweden	16
Switzerland 2
Taiwan
2

Folks from 44 states and
35 countries checked in
last month!
May 2007
1,263 

May 2006
1,246

From the U.S.A.
1,168 
918
From other countries
420 
285

Visitors entering Shenandoah
National Park in Front Royal
May 2007
39,166 

May 2006
36,727

Visitors entering Shenandoah
River State Park in Bentonville
May 2007
14,876 

May 2006
14,252

This data was compiled by Front Royal Tourism
Coordinator Don LaFever from the guest registry.
You can find Don and a wealth of information at the
Visitor’s Center on Main Street. (540) 635-5788
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Mary Ellen South

Courtesy photo

Remarkable Women: Eka Kapiotis

By Mary Ellen South
Warren County Report
Massage therapist Eka Kapiotis
recently make a trip to Iceland
where she and some of her colleagues practiced new methodology regarding treatment in water. She had previously tackled
this same type of therapy with
dolphins in the Caribbean. Eka
owns her own practice and is
Coordinator of Massage Therapy
at Warren Memorial Hospital,
where she heads a staff of five
therapists.
Her flight arrived early morning which gave all the adventurers a day to get acclimated to the
climate. They took a brief excursion into Reykjavik, the capitol.
They also went to the Blue lagoon, where they would be doing
therapy.
Days two and three were retreat
days for the therapists where they
worked on one another.
Then a day off where Eka and
another therapist toured the
southwest coast. The five following days were spent working with
patients. There were nine patients and 28 therapists.
“It was an amazing and magical time! It snowed, hailed, and
rained every day. But we were
in the warm water of the Blue
Lagoon or at our geo-thermally
heated hotel eating fantastic Nordic Soul Food. The warm water
makes a mist, so it always has a
surreal feel to it” states Eka as she

glows recalling fond memories.
Eka studied with John Upledger, D.O., O.M.M., from 1984 to
1987 and the training she received from him deeply affected
her work. Dr. Upledger is a pioneer in the field of cranial therapy
and has developed many effective
techniques for working with a variety of medical and non-medical
problems.
One technique that Dr. Upledger teaches is Somator Emotional
Release.™ This is based on the
model that trauma enters the
body as a physical force. This
could be caused by something
like an auto accident where the
G forces of one car colliding
with another propels units of
energy/force that travel through
vectors into the physical body of
the driver. This force could be
strong enough that bones break
and tissue is visibly damaged, or
it might be more subtle, without
leaving visible damage, but damage that results in soreness and
stiffness. This trauma remains in
the body on an unconscious level.
Dissipation of this foreign energy
is what the therapy is all about.
If this foreign element is unable
to dissipate naturally, the tissues
will wall off the invasive force and
an “energy cyst” will be formed.
With a trained therapist and the
intent of healing, the body will
orient itself in space in such a way
that the vectors of force will rearrange themselves and the energy
cyst will have an opportunity to

Courtesy photo

Eka at the divide between the North America and
Eurasia continents.

The blue colour of the Blue Lagoon is caused by the reflection of sunlight from
very small silica molecules in the geothermal seawater. This is similar to what
happens in the atmosphere where the sunlight is reflected from the atmosphere’s
molecules and give the sky its blue colour. Blue Lagoon algae is the lagoon’s
most distinctive organism. Iceland’s long days of summer are the algaes peak
growing conditions. The algae flourishes and the green color dominates the blue
one. (bluelagoon.com)
be released. Eka has practiced
this type of therapy in her practice for years and found it very effective.
Working with patients with everything from fibromyalgia to
stroke victims and other chronic
diseases who are resistant to
healing, was her mission in Iceland
In Iceland the patients each
had remarkable, healing experiences. Profound changes happened in their body, mind and
spirit throughout the five days.
They each reconnected with
their bodies in a positive and appreciative way. Their demeanor,
body language, voices and attitudes were softer, more open
and loving. The each experienced healing on all levels.
The therapists are profoundly
affected, also. They feel blessed
to be able to reach the patients
so effectually.
You can reach Eka and her staff
at (540) 636-0608 at the hospital
or at her private practice at (540)
635-7214.
Mary Ellen South of the Front

Royal Women’s Resource Center
interviews women on the 2nd Friday of each month on 95.3 FM’s
Valley Women Today.   Some of
the information from her inter-

views will be featured in Remarkable Women.   She will also seek
out other women from our community to interview and feature.

Italian Restaurant
“Authentic Italian Meals”

·
·
·
·
·
·

Pasta
· Pizza
Steaks
· Chicken
Veal
· Stromboli
Full Course Dinners
Beer, Wine & Cocktails
Banquets up to 100

A Great Taste from Italy to the Valley
Mon thru Thurs 11am - 10pm · Fri & Sat 11-11 · Sun Noon-10pm · Closed Tues

865 John Marshall Hwy · Rt 55E near 522 Intersection
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ADVERTISE FOR LESS!
Call (540) 636-1014

Funnies

The News at Noon & The Valley Today
The award winning “News at Noon” • 30 minutes of LOCAL news • Weekdays at 12:05 pm
The award winning “The Valley Today” • 30 minutes of LOCAL interviews • Weekdays at 12:30 pm
· local leaders

· philanthropy

· business
· public safety
· round tables
· health
· education

· politics

· issues

· tourism
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Win a trip to the
Warren County Fair

Karaoke Contest
Qualifying rounds each Sun - Wed night!
3 winners will each
receive $300 and a
trip to the finals at
The Warren County
Fair in early August.

The
Union Hall
Lounge
Beside

Victoria’s Restaurant
231 Chester Street
Front Royal, VA
(540) 636-6811

Early July, 2007 • Warren County Report • Page 35

Diversions

Watch out! Your boss is coming around the corner!

Trivia Time

Sports Challenge by Walter Branch

	1. What song did Annie belt out to convince Buffalo Bill to let her
join his Wild West Show in the musical, “Annie Get Your Gun”?
2. Who succeeded Art Baker as host of “You Asked for It?”
	3. From what religion did basketball player Kareem Abdul-Jabbar
convert?
4. What record company was headquartered at 3 Saville Row,
London?
5. In what part of New York City was “Hair” set?
6. What actress attempted suicide while filming “What’s New
Pussycat?”?
7. On “M*A*S*H,” what was Colonel Potter’s favorite movie?
8. Who wrote “Inside the Third Reich” while in a prison cell?
9. What color is a lemon Popsicle?
	10. Who was the first U.S. president to use a word processor to
write his memoirs, bungling it by losing two chapters?

	1. Who was younger when they joined their teams in 1951 - Mickey Mantle or Willie Mays?
2. What major league baseball player collected the most hits during the 1960s?
	3. What new kind of shot did pro basketball player Joe Fulks score a record 63 points with in one game
in 1949?
4. What National League baseball team won the most pennants during the 1950s?
5. What are golfers asked to replace?
6. Who won the epic three-round boxing match between Donny Osmond and Danny Bonaduce?
7. For what team have Hall of Famers Yogi Berra, Willie Mays, Duke Snider and Warren Spahn all
played?
8. What 20th-century baseball player enjoyed the most consecutive 200-hit seasons?
9. Who became the world’s youngest world champion figure skater since Sonja Henie, in 1993?
	10. What was the only team ever to win the Associated Press Athlete of the Year honors between 1931
and 1993?
Sports Challenge Answers
	1. Mickey Mantle was a year younger than Willie Mays; 2. Roberto Clemente; 3. The jump shot; 4. The
Brooklyn Dodgers; 5. Their divots; 6. Danny Bonaduce; 7. The New York Mets; 8. Wade Boggs; 9. Oksana
Baiul; 10. The 1980 U.S. Olympic hockey team
(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.

Trivia Time Answers
	1. “There’s No Business Like Show Business;” 2. Jack Smith; 3.
Roman Catholicism; 4. Apple; 5. The East Village; 6. Paula Prentiss;
7. “My Darling Clementine;” 8. Albert Speer; 9. White; 10. Jimmy
Carter
(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.

You Don’t Say!
Rubber bands last longer when refrigerated.
***
Peanuts are one of the ingredients of dynamite.
***
There are 293 ways to make change for a dollar.
***
The average person’s left hand does 56 percent of the typing.
***
The shark is the only fish that can blink with both eyes.
***
There are more chickens than people in the world.
***
Two-thirds of the world’s eggplant is grown in New Jersey.
***
The longest one-syllable word in the English language is
“screeched.”
***
On a Canadian two dollar bill, the flag flying over the Parliament
building is an American flag.
***
All of the clocks in the movie “Pulp Fiction” are stuck on 4:20.
***
No word in the English language rhymes with month, orange, silver,
or purple.
***
“Dreamt” is the only English word that ends in the letters “mt”.
***
All 50 states are listed across the top of the Lincoln Memorial on the
back of the $5 bill.
***
Almonds are a member of the peach family.
***
Winston Churchill was born in a ladies’ room during a dance.
***
Maine is the only state whose name is just one syllable.

Quotes
“It’s like driving a car at night. You never see
further than your headlights, but you can make the
whole trip that way.” - E.L. Doctorow
***
“Creativity is inventing, experimenting, growing,
taking risks, breaking rules, making mistakes and
having fun.” - Mary Lou Cook
***
“...The wonderful thing about family travel: It
provides you with experiences that will remain
locked forever in the scar tissue of your mind.” Dave Barry
***
“If a man insisted always on being serious and
never allowed himself a bit of fun and relaxation,
he would go mad or become unstable without

knowing it.” - Herodotus
***
“I am prepared to admit some merit in every
alcoholic beverage ever devised by the incomparable brain of man, and drink them all when the
occasions are suitable - wine with meat, the hard
liquors when my so-called soul languishes, beer to
let me down gently of an evening. In other words,
I am omnibibulous, or more simply, ombibulous.”
- H.L. Mencken
***
“I very much doubt the wisdom of exposing youngish persons to the plays of Racine and Corneille. It
is possible to take the view that the plays of Racine
and Corneille lack interest and attraction, and that
if Racine and Corneille knew any jokes, they kept
them to themselves.” - Arthur Marshall

A Look Back This Week
On July 2, 1776, the Continental Congress adopted Richard Henry Lee’s resolutions “that these united
colonies are and of right out to be free and independent states” ... July 4, 1776, the Continental Congress
approved the Declaration of Independence ... July 6, 1777, Major General John Burgoyne’s force of 8,000
men from Canada captured Ft. Ticonderoga in upstate New York ... July 4, 1826, Thomas Jefferson and
John Adams, both former presidents, died ... July 4, 1845, the Texas Congress voted for annexation by
the U.S. ... July 4, 1863, by this date, the entire Mississippi River was in Union hands ... July 7, 1865, four
co-conspirators in the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln were hanged ... July 2, 1890, the
Sherman Antitrust Act was passed, beginning federal efforts to curb monopolies ... July 8, 1896, William
Jennings Bryan delivered his “Cross of Gold” speech, winning him the Democratic Party nomination
for presidential candidate ... July 7, 1898, President William McKinley signed the annexation of Hawaii
... July 2, 1921, President Warren Harding signed a joint congressional resolution declaring peace with
Germany, Austria, and Hungary ... July 2, 1926, Congress established the Army Air Corps ... July 2,
1937, Amelia Earhart and her copilot Fred Noonan were lost near Howland Island in the Pacific ... July
4, 1946, the Philippines was given independence by the U.S. ... July 4, 1976, the U.S. celebrated its 200th
anniversary of independence with festivals, parades, and New York City’s Operation Sail, a gathering of
tall ships from around the world ... July 4, 2002, with the nation on alert for possible terrorist attacks, a
gunman shot two people to death at the international airport in Los Angeles ... July 6, 2005, Judith Miller,
a New York Times reporter, went to jail for refusing to reveal information to a special prosecutor, citing
an obligation to keep her source confidential.
(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.
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Puzzles

By Rix Quinn

The comics return next issue. We flat ran out of room! (Plus Roger drank some Red Bull and wrote too
much!)

Two Minutes

Back when I was a boy, we lived near a magic store in a shopping center. Nearly every
Saturday morning, a bunch of us would show up there to see the latest magic tricks.
One of the store employees would preview the latest inventory. We marveled at the
illusions and begged to know more. However, we didn’t find out the secret until we purchased the trick.
As a communicator, I’ve found that one of the most powerful writing techniques is to
discuss the “secrets” of solving a problem. And many of those secrets I offer free, just to
demonstrate my knowledge or expertise on a subject.
Many professionals know secrets or short-cuts to solving problems. Would it make
sense to share some of those with our clients?
Questions? E-mail me today at rixquinn@charter.net. My book - “Words That Stick”
- is available at Amazon.com.
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Puzzles

This issue’s crossword puzzle theme is “Free enterprise.” The solution is on page 38. NO
PEEKING!!!

ACROSS
1 Hit with a stun gun
4 Envelop
8 Coppola’s monogram
11 You, in the pew
15 Sit for an artist
16 1968-72 Broadway hit
17 Assassinating
19 Without problems
22 Nonexistent meal, according
to the maxim
23 Border
24 Stew ingredient
25 Wilkes’ partner
27 Distributes
28 Models
30 Eye makeup
33 H, to Plato
35 Do a lawn chore
36 Phrase from “My Country
‘Tis of Thee”

42 Biblical twin
44 Sacrificial spot
45 Flexible wooden strips
47 Animal shelter
50 Thirty for Caesar
52 Zippy particle
54 Type of badge
55 Frigid formation
57 Afr. nation
60 Elected official: abbr.
61 Downs and salts
62 Tripoli’s location
63 Notorious
65 Pasture “mower”
67 Begley and son
68 Less than 0¡ Celsius
72 Priest’s robe
75 Reed, for one
76 Objective
77 Uncanny
79 Kaohsiung’s location

84 __ Per—n
86 Conjunction
87 Have trust
88 Guthrie and namesakes
89 Youth org.
90 Slick stuff
92 Cereal grains
93 3367 x 300
95 Worked in a lumber mill
100 __ Fein; Irish political group
102 Sponged
105 Peepers
108 Ms. Jillian
109 Vital channel
110 Season
112 Harbors
117 Weak
119 Pg. on the wall
121 __ green
122 One-point shot
124 Monopoly board square

128 Customers
129 Wheel rod
130 Prefix for space or plane
131 Tiny, little & small: abbr.
132 His: Fr.
133 Facial center
134 Alkaline substance
DOWN
1 __ in; got a close-up
2 Tempe school, for short
3 Fred & Wilma’s daughter
4 Ferris wheel rider’s cry
5 Drawing
6 Atmosphere
7 Prefix for shrunk or ordained
8 Like many parkas
9 Sierra Leone’s capital
10 Second file drawer, perhaps
11 Authentic
12 Insinuation
13 Without repetition

14 Sounds of disgust
15 Self-respect
17 Maker: abbr.
18 Hardwood tree
19 Prefix for angle or glyceride
20 Parisian article
21 Film critic Roger
26 Section
29 Part of CIA
31 Give __ go; attempt
32 Cowboys’ org.
34 Foreign friend
36 Ivory competitor
37 Cleveland’s lake
38 Dudley Do-Right’s
military org.
39 DDE and others
40 First-century emperor
41 Harsh
43 Bladed tool
46 Wall and Easy: abbr.
47 Liver secretion
48 Sour substance
49 Curved bones
51 Copies
53 End of a countdown
56 Scientist’s milieu
58 Credit agcy.
59 Must, slangily
60 Strict
61 Poet’s contraction
63 Brew
64 Org. that cites the
Second Amendment
66 Funny one
69 White-tailed bird
70 Freudian subject
71 Whiz’s forerunner
72 Neighborhood
73 Residue
74 Pieces of furniture
78 Person for whom a
place is named
79 Mai __
80 Lined up
81 Hip portions
82 Courts
83 Continent
85 Rose holder
87 Mid-6th-century
89 1966 hit film
91 Syr.’s neighbor
94 Son __ gun
96 Jai __
97 Virginia, for one
98 Hearing organ
99 Insecticide letters
101 Nonaligned
103 Registers
104 Artists’ items
106 Dominion
107 “__ evil, hear...”
110 Mineral spring
111 Dust cloth
112 Army NCOs
113 Parisian airport
114 Restraint
115 Shirts, for short
116 Abbr. for a train
depot: var.
118 Reverent fear
120 Sword
123 Altitudes: abbr.
125 Operated
126 Outer: pref.
127 Door opener
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Activities and events

FOURTH OF JULY - The Town of Front
Royal business offices will be closed today.
Fireworks & Parade
7/4/2007 - 4:00pm
Enjoy the annual event of a 4th of July
parade and fireworks at the Browntown
Community Center. For more information
please call (540)636-7816.
Gazebo Gathering
7/6/2007 - 7:00pm
Enjoy a FREE night of musical entertainment at the Gazebo located at Main and
Chester Streets tonight and every Friday
night until August 24, 2007. Gazebo Gatherings are presented by the Blue Ridge
Arts Council in partnership with the Town
of Front Royal, County of Warren and the
Virginia Commission for the Arts. Weather
may cancel some performances. Please
call for those updates at (540)635-9909.
Tonight “Moonlighters” will peform traditional American music; Swing, Jazz, Blues
and Oldies.
Baseball Game
7/6/2007 - 7:30pm
Come and out and enjoy a night of Valley
League Baseball featuring the Front Royal
Cardinals at the newly renovated Bing
Crosby Stadium! The Cardinals are one of
eight summer collegiate baseball leagues
that are members of the Alliance of College

Summer Baseball and is funded in part by
a grant from Major League Baseball. Enjoy
summer games from now until the end of
July. Please visit www.frcardinalbaseball.
com for more information or call (540)6719184. Tonight the Cardinals host the New
Market Rebels. It’s Shop with a Cop Night.
The $1.00 admission is a donation to the
Shop with A Cop Program.
Baseball Game
7/7/2007 - 7:30pm
Come and out and enjoy a night of Valley
League Baseball featuring the Front Royal
Cardinals at the newly renovated Bing
Crosby Stadium! The Cardinals are one of
eight summer collegiate baseball leagues
that are members of the Alliance of College
Summer Baseball and is funded in part by
a grant from Major League Baseball. Enjoy
summer games from now until the end of
July. Please visit www.frcardinalbaseball.
com for more information or call (540)6719184. Tonight the Cardinals host the New
Market Rebels. It’s Scout Night. FREE admission with ticket
Baseball Game
7/8/2007 - 6:00pm
Come and out and enjoy a night of Valley
League Baseball featuring the Front Royal
Cardinals at the newly renovated Bing
Crosby Stadium! The Cardinals are one of
eight summer collegiate baseball leagues
that are members of the Alliance of College
Summer Baseball and is funded in part by
a grant from Major League Baseball. Enjoy
summer games from now until the end of
July. Please visit www.frcardinalbaseball.
com for more information or call (540)671-

9184. Tonight the Cardinals host the Valley
Baseball League All Star Game.
Town Council Meeting
7/9/2007 - 7:00pm
The Front Royal Town Council meets tonight in the Warren County Government
Center located at 220 N. Commerce Avenue.
BAR Meeting
7/10/2007 - 7:30pm
The Front Royal Board of Architectural
Review (BAR) meets tonight in the Warren County Government Center located at
220 N. Commerce Avenue. Click below for
agenda.
Carnival
7/11/2007
Enjoy the Front Royal Volunteer Fire Department’s Annual Carnival tonight through
Saturday, July 21. It is held at the carnival
lot near Bing Crosby Stadium. All proceeds
benefit the Fire Department. For more information please call (540)635-2540.
Baseball Game
7/12/2007 - 7:30pm
Come and out and enjoy a night of Valley
League Baseball featuring the Front Royal
Cardinals at the newly renovated Bing
Crosby Stadium! The Cardinals are one of
eight summer collegiate baseball leagues
that are members of the Alliance of College
Summer Baseball and is funded in part by
a grant from Major League Baseball. Enjoy
summer games from now until the end of

July. Please visit www.frcardinalbaseball.
com for more information or call (540)6719184. Tonight the Cardinals host the Luray Wranglers. It’s Humane Society Night.
Bring dry pet food or a donation for FREE
admission.
Gazebo Gathering
7/13/2007 - 7:00pm
Enjoy a FREE night of musical entertainment at the Gazebo located at Main and
Chester Streets tonight and every Friday
night until August 24, 2007. Gazebo Gatherings are presented by the Blue Ridge
Arts Council in partnership with the Town
of Front Royal, County of Warren and the
Virginia Commission for the Arts. Weather
may cancel some performances. Please
call for those updates at (540)635-9909.
Tonight “Route 340” will peform a fun blend
of country, rock and blues.
Bluegrass Party
7/13/2007 - 7:00pm - 10:00pm
You are invited to the Browntown Bluegrass Pickin’ Party tonight at the Browntown Community Center. Listen to gospel
and old time music. Admission is FREE. All
levels of musicians are welcome. Acoustic
instruments only. Food/drink are available
for purchase. All proceeds benefit the
Browntown Community Center. For more
information please contact (540)778-4777
or (540)636-3588.
Baseball Game
7/13/2007 - 7:30pm
Come and out and enjoy a night of Valley
League Baseball featuring the Front Royal

ADVERTISE FOR LESS!
Call (540) 636-1014

4th of JULY - Town Holiday
7/4/2007

Cardinals at the newly renovated Bing
Crosby Stadium! The Cardinals are one of
eight summer collegiate baseball leagues
that are members of the Alliance of College
Summer Baseball and is funded in part by
a grant from Major League Baseball. Enjoy
summer games from now until the end of
July. Please visit www.frcardinalbaseball.
com for more information or call (540)6719184. Tonight the Cardinals host the Haymarket Battlecats.
Musical Concert
7/14/2007 - 6:00pm - 7:00pm
You are invited to the Musical Concert
Series sponsored by the Royal Plaza
Merchant Association to be held at Royal
Plaza located on South Street. This event
is FREE.
Baseball Game
7/15/2007 - 6:00pm
Come and out and enjoy a night of Valley League Baseball featuring the Front
Royal Cardinals at the newly renovated
Bing Crosby Stadium! The Cardinals are
one of eight summer collegiate baseball
leagues that are members of the Alliance
of College Summer Baseball and is funded
in part by a grant from Major League Baseball. Enjoy summer games from now until
the end of July. Please visit www.frcardinalbaseball.com for more information or
call (540)671-9184. Tonight the Cardinals
host the Waynesboro Generals. It’s Salvation Army Food Pantry Night. Bring a nonperishable food for FREE admission.
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Birds

Crane Hatching Marks a Victory for Both Science and Conservation
mans and is too aggressive with
other cranes. The only way for
her to lay a fertile egg was for the
center’s scientists to perform an
artificial insemination.
An additional challenge was
the imbalance of the sexes within
the breeding program: there were
more than enough male cranes,
but female offspring were need-

ed. However, how is the gender
of a chick determined before it
hatches? Again, science is the answer. The center’s bird unit staff
developed a technique that allows them to penetrate the eggshell and extract blood without
killing the embryo or introducing
microorganisms that would later
kill the embryo. It was this process that gave the center’s staff
the answer they were looking for-the chick inside the shell was a
female. Now, she is being raised
by a foster pair of cranes.
“This is an important milestone
for the reproductive management
of cranes,” said Warren Lynch,
bird keeper at the Conservation
and Research Center . “Not only
was this chick produced from a
crane that would never naturally

reproduce, but the offspring was
pre-diagnosed as a female.” This
success demonstrates how the
employment of advanced scientific research and procedures-in this case, the combination of
artificial insemination and gender determination before hatching--enables scientists to more
effectively manage species conservation to maximize genetic
diversity.
Destruction of its native wetland habitat in northeast China has dramatically decreased
white-naped crane populations
in the wild to an estimated 5,000.
Warren County Report welcomes letters and comments for
publication:
editor@warrencountyreport.com

An ant-free hummingbird feeder

Wanda Lawson

The Smithsonian’s National
Zoo is marking a milestone at its
Conservation and Research Center in Front Royal with the hatching of a rare female white-naped
crane. To achieve this success,
however, staff at the center first
had to overcome several chal-

lenges.
The chick’s biological mother
is one of the most genetically
valuable white-naped cranes in
the Species Survival Program--a
breeding program that ensures
the creation and maintenance of
a healthy and genetically diverse
captive population. However, the
chick’s mother was reared by hu-

By Wanda Lawson
with Daniel Lawson
Warren County Report

Lisa Ware/Smithsonian’s National Zoo Taken: 6/18/07

From a release:

As everyone knows, ants will
find any food source that we
don’t want them to. But, your
little hummingbird feeder can be
spared simply by installing a glue
trap above it on the wire that
suspends the feeder.
I hang my feeders by a wire
clothes hanger about 6 feet off the
ground and I poke a hole in the
center of the glue trap and slide
it down the hanger to about 18
inches from the top of the feeder.
Place the glue side face-down to
keep the rain from washing the
glue away.
The ants climb down the wire
as you all know and onto the side

of the trap that causes them no
harm and now are on the way
to what they think is going to be
“picnic city.” But as they attempt
to crawl to the underside of the
trap, to get down to the feeder
below it... darn that’s sticky! They
get stuck right on the edge. Then
cousins are stuck, family after
family, body after body being
crawled over until the trap gets
full.
417,047,112 ants later you
need to replace the trap with a
new one or replace it when you
refill your feeder.
A small crook in the wire keeps
your glue trap from sliding down
to the top of the feeder.
Enjoy those cute little birds
without the pests ruining things!
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Reliance Woods
A beautiful wooded environment with nearby golf, two new shopping centers, and
the historic Shenandoah River. Did we mention it’s just 2 miles from I-66? Who
says you can’t have it all!

Enjoy serenity and peace in this new subdivision in highly sought-after Warren
County. Estate lots range from 2 to 6 acres. Live just 2 miles from I-66. Relax just
minutes away from 5 golf courses. Only 14 lots remain. Claim yours before they
are gone forever!

(540) 631-8989 • (540) 247-2863
Attention Developers! Call for information on two other hot properties:
• 5 lot subdivision in Warren County
• 28 townhouse lot subdivision in Page County

