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Power line

Chamber stance on power line – point, counterpoint
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

The lone voice of the Front
Royal-Warren County Chamber
of Commerce in support of the
controversial Trans Allegheny
Interstate Line (Trail) at a recent
public hearing on the project has
raised alarm bells among at least
one long-time chamber member.
While Phil Irwin’s Caledonia
Bed and Breakfast is over the
Warren County line into Rappa-

hannock, he is a 15-year FR-WC
Chamber member, who also still
volunteers at the Front Royal
Visitor’s Center one day a week.
With his long-time and diverse
interests in this community, Irwin remains concerned for not
only his business, but business
and tourism interests throughout
the county and region.
That is one reason Irwin urged
the local Chamber to remain
neutral on the Trail proposal being forwarded by Dominion and

Allegheny Power companies as a
solution to future energy needs in
the urban corridor to our east.
“I was worried when I learned
that the Chambers of Commerce
in Fairfax and Prince William
Counties just blanket approved
the power company line that they
had to build this or we’d cascade
into darkness, that the Chamber
here in Front Royal would do the
same thing.
“Because clearly [those Chambers] did not consider that there
are alternatives to building this
particular line, that the power
company did not have to do this
particular thing.”
Irwin expressed his concerns
to the Chamber staff and board
of directors in an Aug. 13 e-mail,
several days prior to a scheduled
State Corporation Commission
hearing at the North Warren Fire
Station, and a Chamber Board
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Will volatile emotions surrounding opposition haunt membership?

vote on the issue.
“That Monday I sent an e-mail
to the board suggesting to them
that they not take a position one
way or another, just stay out of
it, because the controversial is-

sue was just too hot to handle.
From what I can ascertain I don’t
think that the chamber board
considered the emotional volatility of this and how strongly some
people feel. This affects their live-

These Front Royal businesses have joined together to let you in on the...

“Best Kept Secret”
Above, property owner Dan Nicholson, left, and Front
Royal Airport Manager Reggie Cassagnol have teamed
up to present a development plan to the county that
could finally turn the long-sought after dream of airport self-sufficiency into a reality. The plan involves
the development of 32 acres of land adjacent to the
airport into a light industrial park servicing the airport, the regional flight community and regional businesses. See a detailed report on the plan in the next
issue of Warren County Report. Below, Nicholson’s
property is to the left of the airport in this aerial photo courtesy of CassAviation.
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• Personally Guided Tours!
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lihoods in some cases and their
way of life in other cases – the
value of their property. And people are quite correct in being disturbed about this thing, especially the way it’s being ram-rodded
through by this corporate giant,
Dominion Power. And I did not
want our chamber of commerce
to be involved in a loose-loose
situation.”
Irwin said his worst fears were
realized in the wake of Warren
Chamber President Sharon Baroncelli’s Aug. 15 statement at the
State Corporation Commission
Power line Public Hearing at the

Virtual Credit Cards
for Online Shopping
Virtual credit-card numbers can
make shopping online much safer.
Also called substitute card numbers or
disposable cards, they can go a long
way toward protecting you against
credit-card fraud.
Virtual credit cards are temporary
numbers given to you by your regular
credit-card company. There are different types, and they vary by company.
Some will be single-use numbers, or
only good at a single vendor. Most
will have a very short expiration date,
usually one or two months. Some will
be good for a single vendor, but will
match the expiration date of your regular card. With some cards you can
specify a dollar limit.
These virtual numbers can be handy
if you make an online purchase
through a vendor you don’t know or
don’t trust completely. Even “safe”
online sites have had security breaches with credit-card information being
lost.
Another great use of these cards is
for vendors you suspect will automatically charge your card again at the end

North Warren Firehouse. Representing the chamber board of
directors, Baroncelli read a brief
statement in support of the project, acknowledging the chamber
board’s belief in the future need
for additional power in the region. Her statement also urged
that the project be accomplished
with the least environmental and
view shed impacts on the Valley’s
“pristine countryside and farming communities.”
Following his own statement to
the SCC against the Trail proposal, Irwin said he was approached
independently by two people at
of a term, such a magazine subscription, a gym membership paid by the
year, or an online service. By the time
they try to put a charge on your card
again, that number will be expired.
To get started, you have to log in at
your credit-card’s Web site, register
and download the software. Then
when you make an online purchase
you need to open the software, which
will create a virtual number.
The purchase will show up on your
credit-card statement with your regular card purchases.
There are a few limitations with the
virtual credit cards. You can’t use
them for advance purchases — for
example, when pre-ordering merchandise. By the time the item is available and your card is charged, the temporary number will be long gone. You
can’t use the numbers for travel tickets
or hotels, places you’re expected to
produce a card to be run. You can’t use
the card for recurring payments, such
as utilities. And you can’t use the card
anywhere you physically go to shop,
because the actual card doesn’t exist.
Tip: If you’re going to go to the trouble of setting up virtual cards for
online purchases, go for the single-use
type. Use it once, and it expires.
David Uffington regrets that he cannot personally answer reader questions, but will incorporate them into
his column whenever possible. Write
to him in care of King Features Weekly
Service, P.O. Box 536475, Orlando,
FL 32853-6475, or send e-mail to
columnreply@gmail.com.
© 2007 King Features Synd., Inc.

Warren County Chamber of Commerce
member Phil Irwin, near right and Warren
Chamber President Sharon Baroncelli and
her board agree on at least one thing - there
will be a future need for additional power
on the east coast. However, they remain
at odds about how that power should be
provided and whether a chamber stance in
support of the controversial Dominion/Allegheny Power 500-kilovolt Trail Line could
come back to haunt chamber members. At
left, an existing power line cuts a swath
through northern Warren County into
Frederick County where power companies
want to run the new and bigger power line
to service power need to the east.

the hearing, neither of whom he
knew, asking how to get list of the
Warren Chamber’s membership
so that they could boycott those
businesses in the wake of Baroncelli’s statement.
“I told them ‘Don’t boycott the
membership, that was the stance
of the board, not the entire membership.’ She may very well have
represented the feelings of the
board but certainly not the membership because we weren’t asked,
we weren’t polled,” Irwin states.
While Baroncelli and Board
of Directors Chairman Melanie
Hamel confirmed an e-mail was
sent to chamber members about
the issue and
the board stance,
September
3-9, 2007
that message was apparently
viewed as informative rather than
a poll on the issue.
Concerning Irwin’s experience
at the SCC hearing on a potential
boycott of chamber businesses,
Baroncelli wondered if an experience of hers at that hearing may
not have been related. She said
she was approached by two older
men at the SCC hearing following her statement. She said she
was told rather rudely that they
disagreed with the board stance.
The chamber president wondered

Money

if those men may have been the
same two people to approach Irwin.
“There still is freedom of speech
in this country, I believe,” Baroncelli said of the negativity she
directly experienced following
her public statement to the SCC.
“But the chamber is not speaking
on a personal agenda, we’re not
speaking on emotions. We are a
business organization and our
country, our region – our locality
to bring it back to our backyard –
evolved on small businesses. And
if our small businesses need to
remain open, employing people
and having the world go round
and round, our doors need to be
open and we need to have power.”
Baroncelli explained that following briefings by officials of regional power conglomerate PJM
(Pennsylvania, Jersey, Maryland),
the board’s stance was based on a
belief the power industry’s future
usage projections reflect a real
need and that the threat of future
blackouts generating out from
Northern Virginia could impact
Valley businesses and residents.
Baroncelli and board member
Patrick Nolan both acknowl-

edged that while the chamber
board recommended no particulars on how the lines should be
run east, the chamber stance is
that nothing should be removed
from discussion as the project is
considered.
“We’d love for them to look at
any options,” Nolan says of the
power companies. “ If any portion of the line can be run underground – great! Tourism is
a major part of our commercial
business here in the Valley and we
took that very seriously. We want
the project made environmentally friendly but with the growth
in Northern Virginia and here we
believe the additional need will
make the project necessary.”
Path of least resistance
Unlike some opponents of the
Trail project Irwin agrees there
will soon be a need for additional
power along the eastern corridor.
However, he believes the chamber
board stance is soft and will allow
the power companies to dictate
the parameters of the project.
“They will follow the path of
least resistance, which is an appropriate metaphor because

Question: What are the topics for
this Fall’s Tree Steward course?
Answer: Sept 11 Tree Science and Identification, Sept. 18: Life Functions,
Sept. 25: Pruning: How and when, Oct. 2: Site Selection and Soils,
Oct. 9: Tree selection and propagation, Oct. 16: Tree Health Maintenance,
and Oct. 23: Trees in the Urban Forest. Plus we’ll offer five half-day handson sessions where we will help you enhance your property’s appearance
and value. Cost is $50 for the entire program or $7 for each class or work
session. For more information call Herb, 636-9984, John, 631-9025, or
email: frwctreestewards@comcast.net.
frwctreestewards@comcast.net
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Irwin points out. “And there are
buildings in New York City that
probably pull more power than
many rural municipalities and
guess what – there are no power
lines in New York City, it’s all underground.
While Baroncelli said she is
unaware of the details of European power provision, she points
out that in New York City there
are many available underground
paths along which to run power
lines, unlike the Northern Valley
where they would have to be dug
new, with lines eventually crossing rivers and other natural resources in its path.
Nolan adds that the current
Dominion-Allegheny plan to follow existing power line routes as
much as possible would further
minimize new view-shed impacts. “Power lines are unsightly
but if they are already there the
impact is minimized,” Nolan reasons.
Common ground?
“I am a fan of chambers of commerce. I have been for my entire
working life. I’ve enjoyed working
with chambers of commerce,” Ir-

now and that is what we have
to deal with,” Baroncelli replies.
“There is interconnectivity … Just
like the state of Virginia wants us
all to be regionalized and working together on economic development; well here they see the
business margin or whatever
you want to call it, that working
regionally you can supply power
more efficiently and cost effectively. So now if a blackout occurs
in Northern Virginia it’s going to
roll right over to us.”
As a result of that interconnectivity, Baroncelli points out that
higher costs associated with providing power, whether through
burying new lines or building
new power plants closer to urban
areas generating the additional
need will ultimately be absorbed
by consumers spread throughout
entire regions.
“So, if that is the here and now
and the reality, what is our best
option and how are we going to
maintain for our power needs?
We can’t say no, not in our backyard, no not for us because we are
all interconnected now,” she said
of the chamber board stance.
sunrajah@yahoo.com
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1. GEOGRAPHY: In which country
is Mount Ararat located?
2. LITERATURE: Who wrote the
novel “The Color Purple”?
3. MUSIC: Who recorded a hit
remake of Prince’s “Kiss” in 1988?
4. DANCE: Who created the American ballet “Rodeo”?
5. HISTORY: What was the year of
the first Thanksgiving feast in the New
World?
6. MEASUREMENTS: A hand is
how many inches?
7. MEDICAL: What does it mean if
a patient has ataxia?
8. TELEVISION: What was the
theme song to “The Mary Tyler Moore
Show”?
9. ART: In what U.S. city is the
National Gallery of Art located?
10. MOVIES: What was the name of
the 2005 movie with the tagline, “A
True Underdog Story”?
Answers
1. Eastern Turkey
2. Alice Walker
3. Tom Jones & The Art Of Noise
4. Agnes De Mille
5. 1621
6. Four inches
7. Can’t stand or walk very well
8. “Love Is All Around”
9. Washington, D.C.
10. “Dodgeball”
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My friends and I created a game
called “Rally Four,” which combined
the sports of tennis, ping-pong and
football. It was a radical sport, and I
am still personally shocked that it
failed to catch on across America. The
rules were simple: the game was
played by two players, each of them
standing behind the curb on opposite
ends of the street. Using a racquetball
racquet, one player would put the ball
into play by bouncing it on his side of
the street toward the other. The ball
had to clear the curb, and without letting it bounce a second time, the
returner had to hit it down on his side
of the street to send it back.
The key — and this was where the
game got its name — was that you had
to rally at least four times. However,
after the fourth time, you had the
option of blitzing the other player and
tackling him before he returned the
ball. If he failed to do so, you won the

electricity follows the path of
least resistance as do the power
companies,” Irwin says. That path
will be the cheapest option with
other variables thrown to the side
unless mandated by the state, as
well as the impacted municipalities, Irwin believes.
Irwin disputes PJM and the
power company stance that the
proposed Trail line running 240
miles above ground through
Frederick, Warren, Rappahannock, Fauquier and Prince William Counties on its way to a
Loudoun County substation from
lines in Pennsylvania is the most
viable solution to those needs.
He points to alternate routes
along existing lines near Frederick, Md. and Charles Town,
W. Va. that may be more direct
routes to where the additional
power may be needed. He also
calls power company claims underground lines could be more
harmful environmentally than
above ground lines “ridiculous
propaganda” disguising a power
company aversion to incurring
the additional expense of underground lines.
“They’ve been running lines underground for decades in Europe,”

win says. “And I just did not want
our chamber here in Front Royal
to take a position that is going
to be controversial and yet they
chose to do it.”
If serious about minimizing
the impacts of the project and
maintaining good public will, Irwin believes the chamber board
should give more than lip service
to the “environmentally friendly”
portion of its statement. Such follow up can be achieved by asking
the tough questions about options, costs and who ultimately
will be asked to pay for the costs
of transmitting power to the urbanized eastern corridor of the
U.S., he says.
Irwin says the power industry
has created a broadened regionalization of power distribution
that is now used to threaten areas
like the Shenandoah Valley to accommodate needs in distant urban areas.
“When the New York blackout
occurred about 35, 40 years ago I
was waiting for the dominoes to
start falling but they never did. It
remained localized to that area,”
he points out of the late 1960s
event that darkened New York
City for days. But now regional
authorities like PJM have linked
power through previously unconnected areas in order to provide
power from existing, and often in
this region more polluting, coalfired plants, at less cost, Irwin
says.
“That’s the reality that we have

Transcriptionist:
Roya Milotte
dreamindawn82@yahoo.com

© 2007 King Features Synd., Inc.

League premiered on ESPN, and I was
watching from home. We had heard
about all of the wacky rules — players
played both sides of the ball like ironmen, there were no out-of-bounds
lines, the field of play was only 50
yards and there were huge nets on
either side of the field that would
launch the ball back into play. In 1990,
Foster patented the rules.
Twenty years since its opening kick,
the league is a hit. Now affiliated with
the NFL, the league has a television
contract and counts John Elway and
Jon Bon Jovi as owners of franchises.
Now that’s the American playground
dream.
Maybe Rally Four still has a chance.
Call me, Jim!
Mark Vasto is a veteran sportswriter
and publisher of The Parkville (Mo.)
Luminary.

Circulation:
Leslie Bennett and Donnie Lawson

© 2007 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Regional jail

Regional Jail committee ponders new numbers
Will reduced savings, lack of a preferred site kill project?
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

The fate of a regional jail project being studied by Warren,
Shenandoah and Rappahannock
Counties will likely be determined
during coming monthly meetings
of the Regional Jail Committee.
September
3-9, 2007
During those
meetings,
the
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• On Sept. 5, 1666, firefighters in
London begin blowing up homes in an
attempt to halt the spread of a great fire,
which left 100,000 people homeless.
The following week, a royal proclamation mandated that rebuilding of homes
be done with brick and stone.
• On Sept. 7, 1813, the United States
is first personified as Uncle Sam.
Samuel Wilson, a meat packer from
Troy, N.Y., supplied barrels of beef to
the Army with the barrels stamped
“U.S.” The soldiers began referring to
the food as Uncle Sam’s.
• On Sept. 6, 1847, writer Henry
David Thoreau moves in with Ralph
Waldo Emerson in Concord, Mass.,
after living for two years in a shack he
built himself on Walden Pond. During
his time at Walden, Thoreau spent a
brief time in jail for refusing to pay
taxes to support the war with Mexico.

dates were not announced at
press time, representatives of the
remaining three of four original
municipalities involved – Page
County withdrew on May 16
– will crunch the numbers they
received on Aug. 29 from Richmond-based project financial
consultant Davenport & Co.
What those numbers showed
were continued savings from
proceeding regionally for the two
larger counties involved. However, those savings have been significantly reduced from initial estimates at the project’s inception.
The ultimate fate of the regional jail has long been understood
to be the potential savings to
the involved municipalities from
proceeding on a regional concept. Those savings include a 50percent state contribution versus
a maximum 25-percent state reimbursement for a single-locality
jail.

Davenport’s new financial report forecast the regional jail as
a 460-bed facility costing $78.4
million. Of that figure state reimbursements are now estimated at
33.7 million.
Localities would split the remaining $44.7 million in construction costs calculated on the
percentage of space their inmates
would occupy in the jail. Regional
Jail Authority expenditures are
now forecast on a 60-percent
(Warren), 33-percent (Shenandoah), 7-percent (Rappahannock) split based on relative usage projections.
It was understood that Page’s
withdrawal would significantly
increase each remaining locality’s
financial obligation. Initially forecast as a 442-bed facility costing
$53.4 million in December 2005,
world economic conditions and
consequent rising construction
costs raised that price to $81.4

Susan Silverman CFNP
Certified Family Nurse Practitioner/Naturopath

• On Sept. 4, 1886, Geronimo
becomes the last American Indian
warrior to formally surrender to the
United States. After several years of
imprisonment, Geronimo was given
his freedom, and he moved to Oklahoma where he became a successful
farmer and occasionally worked as a
scout and adviser for the U.S. Army.
• On Sept. 8, 1935, 19-year-old
Frank Sinatra sings with a group
called The Hoboken Four on the radio
talent show “Major Bowe’s Amateur
Hour.” The appearance led to many
small nightclub performances, thus
beginning a long career.
• On Sept. 3, 1966, “The Adventures
of Ozzie and Harriet” airs its last
episode after more than a decade on
television. The popular sitcom focused
on the comic antics of the real-life
family of Ozzie and Harriet Nelson,
including son Ricky, who later became
a rock musician.
• On Sept. 9, 1971, prisoners riot and
seize control of the maximum-security
Attica Correctional Facility near Buffalo, N.Y., with 1,281 convicts holding
39 prison guards and employees
hostage for four days. At least 39 people were killed when state police and
guards stormed the prison.
© 2007 King Features Synd., Inc.

million by June 2007. Those figures were calculated prior to Page
leaving the project.
In explaining his county’s withdrawal, Page County Administrator Mark Belton pointed to those
skyrocketing project costs, as
well as other financial obligations
for other capital improvement
projects his county was about to
take on.
Nowhere to go?

But the straw that seemed to
break the Page camel’s back was
the Town of Luray’s rejection of
Page’s only viable site for the jail.
The Luray Town Council cited
floodplain concerns in that proposed industrial park site in explaining its rejection of the Page
permit/rezoning application.
Page and Warren had been
considered the leading contenders for a jail site due to their more
centralized locations in the then
four-county project. Warren’s
initially proposed site in its
northside industrial corridor has
seemingly gone the way of the
dodo* as well.
To meet a November 2006 state
application deadline, the regional
jail committee had submitted a
potential site near the Kelley Industrial Park off U.S. 340/522,
north of Front Royal. However,

that parcel is under contract to
Competitive Power Ventures, a
Maryland company seeking to
build a 590-megawatt gas-fired
electrical generating facility there
(see related story). With that
project apparently resurrected
due to financial investments and
permit extensions, the project’s
second favored site has now apparently been abandoned.
“Obviously we have been working through those two counties
on potential sites,” Warren County Administrator Doug Stanley
said following Page’s withdrawal
and the loss of the recommended
Warren site. “But we’ll continue
to look for sites until we have a
site that’s been identified, approved by the host jurisdiction
and we’re continuing to evaluate alternatives. So, if you have
a piece of property let us know,”
Stanley joked (sort of ) earlier this
summer.
A public hearing on a possible
Shenandoah County site in the
Tom’s Brook area met with overwhelming public opposition.
Deficits/savings
While debt service on the $78.4
million jail and other variables
led Davenport to calculate Warren and Shenandoah to show
revenue deficits (no local jail

Turkey Shoot
N a t u r
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holistic approaches for body, mind, and spirit

Promoting healing and optimal function through

• Nutrition & Digestion
• Detoxification
• Immune Support & Stress Management
• Bio-identical Hormones
• Nutritional Support for Addiction
Recovery
Hours by appointment only
Telephone: (540) 631-0711 (Front Royal

—15—

Saturday, Sept 15th
12:00 - 6:00 PM
Izaak Walton League Park on Gooney Loop
Browntown, VA
Proceeds will fund scholarships for our high
school seniors.
No alcohol or sleeved guns please.
Food and drinks available beginning at noon.
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Crime
comparison was calculated for
Rappahannock) in a regional jail
system between 2013 and 2020,
those deficits were considerably
less than those calculated if both
counties built individual county
jails.
The savings estimates for Warren County were $2.2 million
over that seven-year period; and
$1.8 million for Shenandoah
County. However, those savings
would increase to as much as $8
million for Warren and $5 million for Shenandoah should those
counties fail to acquire a 25 percent contribution from the state
for new individual county jails.
However, other variables, including transportation expenses,
actual contract rentals on available bed space to other jurisdictions, and the possibility of retaining some local jail capacity
in addition to a regional facility,
could skew Davenport’s numbers
somewhat.
Initial savings estimates early in
the study process ranged from $2
million for Rappahannock to $8
million for Warren, with Shenandoah saving almost $6 million.
The working assumption is that
both Warren and Shenandoah

will have to move one way or the
other to accommodate increasing inmate populations by 2012,
when the proposed regional jail is
currently forecast to open.
While escalating costs and
shrinking savings were no laughing matter to committee members and county officials present at the Aug. 29 meeting, one
light moment was provided when
it was noted that despite their
similar populations, Warren’s inmate populations was traditionally higher than Shenandoah’s.
Whether that is because Warren’s
law enforcement community is
doing a better job of apprehending criminals or simply has more
criminals to apprehend was a
matter of some jovial conjecture.
Should one more locality decide to drop out, the project
would die. Three jurisdictions are
the minimum allowed by state
law to qualify for regional facility
reimbursements.

Culpeper carjacking suspect captured
From a release:

Officers from the Front Royal Police Department on Tuesday, August 21, 2007 arrested a subject wanted
by the Culpeper County Sheriff ’s Office for an armed carjacking incident.
According to Chief Ronald A. Williamson, at approximately 4:19 P.M., the Front Royal Police Department was requested to check a location in the 600 block of Warren Avenue for the suspect. Upon officers’
arrival at the Warren Avenue location, a subject was observed running into and apparently through a residence toward the area of East Seventh Street and Commerce Avenue.
Officers established a perimeter in the area and a canine search unit from the Virginia State Police was
requested.
Upon arrival of the canine unit, an extensive search was conducted in the area for the suspect. The canine
unit followed what is believed to be the suspect’s trail, but after a considerable distance, the track became
unsuccessful.
September 3-9, 2007
Officers continued to follow-up on several leads received by the department until approximately 11:35
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NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC
HAPPY CREEK
RIPARIAN EROSION STABILIZATION PROJECT
The Town of Front Royal, Urban Forestry Advisory Commission, Beautification of Front Royal Committee, Trout Unlimited, Virginia Department of
Forestry, and Virginia Department of Game & Inland Fisheries would like to
announce the successful completion of the riparian erosion stabilization project along Happy Creek near Front Street.
A riparian zone is that area between land and a flowing water body that
typically is vegetated or otherwise improved to protect the higher land area
from erosion by flowing water. Properly managed, the riparian zone provides
protection to the upland improvements, as well as creates habitat for local
wildlife. Management of the riparian zone also controls erosion, which reduces the turbidity or murkiness of creeks, streams, and rivers.
This location in Happy Creek near Front Street had experienced significant erosion during past storms and continued erosion could have impacted
public improvements near the top of the creek bank. Rock revetments were
installed to prevent flowing water from eroding the creek bank. We wish to
thank Perry Engineering for donating the rocks that were used to construct
the revetments. In addition, the slope of the bank was graded to a less steep
incline and seeded to further stabilize the bank.
Additional erosion stabilization projects proposed for the coming months
include invasive plant removal along the creek banks, installation of appropriate tree species, and installation of informational signage explaining the
project.
Please visit this site to see how proper protection of the riparian zone along
creeks, streams, and rivers can benefit wildlife, the environment, and our
citizens.
If you have any questions about the improvements made to Happy Creek
or would like information about the upcoming projects, please contact the
Horticulture Division of the Department of Public Works at (540) 635-7819.
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“Abusive” fees

Local constitutional challenge of civil fees averted
Town attorney drops case against client of Front Royal councilman
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

A constitutional challenge of
the controversial civil remedial
fees in Warren County General
District Court was averted the
morning of Aug. 21.
Defense attorney and Front
Royal Town Councilman Tom
Sayre was prepared to file the constitutional challenge in the town
case of an 18-year-old woman,
Brooke Ashley Stoffel, charged
with reckless driving – 54 mph in
a 25 mph zone on Happy Creek
Road.
However, after Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney Todd
Gilbert rejected a request from
Front Royal Town Attorney Tom
Robinett that the commonwealth
take over prosecution of the case,
Robinett elected to nul pros the
case rather than proceed with the
prosecution.
Robinett requested the prosecution be transferred from town
to state codes due to his position

as a defacto employee of Sayre’s,
in the defense attorney’s role as a
town councilman.
“It is my understanding Mr.
Sayre plans to challenge the code
ethically, so I cannot continue [as
prosecutor],” Robinett told the
court.
While Gilbert said he appreciated the “precarious position”
Robinett found himself in, he
disputed the town attorney’s
solution, suggesting a more appropriate avenue would be the
appointment of a special prosecutor or simply amending or nul
prosing the case.
While Judge W. Dale Houff
agreed with Gilbert’s contention
that it appeared Sayre had created
a conflict of interest by challenging town codes he is sworn to uphold, Sayre said he had received
an opinion from state bar ethics
counselor James McCauley that
he could defend cases prosecuted
under town codes.
Sayre said he initially approached the state bar about
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Warren County Commonwealth’s Attorney Brian Madden was less than amused
by the position his office was asked to take due to potential conflicts of interest
within the town government over the volatile civil remedial fee issue.
potential conflicts prior to being
sworn into office over a year and
a half ago. He also made a followup inquiry to McCauley on Aug.
16, regarding his handling of the
Stoffel case.
In that Aug. 16 query, Sayre
pointed out the additional aspect
of a constitutional challenge of
the civil fee statute attached to
town traffic codes.
McCauley responded by e-mail
within an hour of Sayre’s inquiry
and in a two-line response said he
saw no “possible ethics violation”
arising from Sayre’s defense of
Stoffel.
However, Gilbert’s appraisal of

the situation was less kind.
“It appears to me Mr. Sayre
doesn’t understand conflict of
interest or the position he’s put
Mr. Robinett in,” Gilbert, who is
also the 15th District state delegate, told the court. Gilbert also
pointed out that as a councilman,
Sayre was creating an element of
conflict with the town police officer who cited Stoffel under town
codes.
While Gilbert declined further
comment following the hearing, his boss, Warren County
Commonwealth’s Attorney Brian
Madden, expressed some unhappiness with the entire situation.

“We didn’t even get the courtesy of being given any kind of
advance notice that Mr. Robinett
was filing this motion,” Madden
said of the town attorney’s asking
the case be transferred to state
codes from the town’s. Madden
said a copy of Robinett’s motion
came to his office by fax late the
previous afternoon, precluding any detailed discussion prior
to the case’s appearance on the
morning docket the following
day. Robinett confirmed the message was sent the previous Friday.
“The remedy the town attorney
should have sought was the appointment of a special prosecutor – period,” Madden said.
Madden’s sister-in-law, Front
Royal Town Councilman Eileen
Grady, has been one of Sayre and
Robinett’s harshest council critics on the issue of the civil fees
potential removal from the town
codes. Sayre and Grady, among
others, butted heads over the civil
fee issue at a council work session
the evening prior to the Stoffel
case coming before the court.
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Defendant’s perspective
The defendant is an 18-yearold, part-time employee of Martin’s Grocery Store, living with
her parents. Brooke Ashley Stoffel pointed out she drives a 1994
Honda Accord the family said
appraises for about $1,700, an
amount that could be equaled
or surpassed by the combination
of court fines and costs, legal expenses and the civil fee of $1,050
that would be imposed under existing statutes.
“We know that the law is an unpopular law and we’re really disappointed because we think the
law doesn’t treat Virginia citizens
equally or fairly,” Brooke’s father,
Edward Stoffel said following the
hearing. “We think the legislature
should go back to work and craft
a law that does treat people more
fairly and equally.”
Edward Stoffel said the planned
constitutional challenge of the
fees in his daughter’s case would
have been based on double jeopardy and equal protection clauses
of the U.S. and Virginia Constitutions.
A reading of Sayre’s motion to
challenge the civil fee statutes
raised those issues, as well as surrounding issue of the fees’ punitive nature despite the tag “remedial.” The issues Sayre raises
parrot in some regard the challenge of the entire 2007 Virginia
Comprehensive Act of which he
and another of his Warren County clients, Kathleen Couch, are
attached to as plaintiffs.
“There’s a certain amount of
frustration that they don’t want
to deal with the constitutionality
of the law because they’d rather
dismiss the case,” Edward Stoffel said of the Aug. 21 motion by
the town to nul pros his daughter’s case. “If they send that signal then I would think everyone
is going to start [challenging on
those grounds] and they’ll have
to deal with it eventually,” Stoffel
said.
Both Edward Stoffel and Sayre
said they would have to discuss a
course of action were they to be
offered a plea agreement by the
town on a reduced charge unattached to the civil fee statute (see
related story).
“To me there’s two things to
consider here,” Stoffel said of
his daughter’s legal situation.
“There’s our own situation and
that of Virginia citizens in gen-

eral. Obviously it would be better
for Virginia citizens to settle the
question of the constitutionality
of the law and arrive at something
that’s more fair and equitable. For
our own situation, I suppose we
could just take the easy route and
take the plea. But I think the bigger question is how Virginia citizens are treated.”
Conflicts of interest?
While the state bar’s ethics
counselor okayed Sayre’s participation in the Stoffel case, his ini-

tial response to the attorney’s inquiry about potential conflicts of
interest as a councilman pointed
out that each such case must be
viewed on the particulars associated with it.
“One specific context in which
this issue of adversity arises is
for lawyers who sit on city councils, county board of supervisors,
and/or in the General Assembly.
If a lawyer in any of those positions represents criminal defendants in private practice, he
needs to consider the affect of
the public service on such rep-

resentations. For example, where
a city councilman represents a
criminal defendant charged with
violating a city ordinance, the
opposing party is the city … The
lawyer must determine whether
his role as councilman creates a
‘significant risk that the representation…will be materially limited
by the lawyer’s responsibilities to
a third person or by personal interest of the lawyer.’
“The Committee had previously
addressed a lawyer representing
a client whose interests are adverse to those of a public body on

which the lawyer serves. In LEO
(Legal Ethical Opinion) 847, the
Committee concluded that a lawyer may not represent the party
against the board or agency on
which the lawyer currently serves
as a part-time hearing officer, but
may do so once the lawyer leaves
the board or agency (provided
the lawyer has no material confidential information).”
In the days following the Aug.
21 Stoffel hearing both Sayre and
Gilbert removed themselves from
the case (see related story).
sunrajah@yahoo.com

Stoffel civil fee case takes on new dimensions
Sayre withdraws as counsel, warrant refiled as state violation, Gilbert fed up

From Left, Edward and Charlene Stoffel are standing by daughter Brooke, right,
in her battle with the controversial civil remedial traffic fees. However, they see
a larger issue impacting all Virginians that must be resolved legally, as well.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
The week following a contentious general district court hearing on a reckless driving warrant
involving the controversial civil
remedial fees, the case took on
several new aspects.
While 18-year-old Brooke
Ashley Stoffel is no longer being
prosecuted on a reckless driving charge under town codes,
she is being prosecuted on the
same charge under state codes.
Front Royal Town Councilman
Tom Sayre also confirmed he had
withdrawn as Stoffel’s defense attorney.
“I realize the civil penalties have

become an explosive issue. I did
not want Brooke Ashley Stoffel
to suffer in the crossfire of this issue. In her best interest I wanted
to diffuse the situation, so I asked
Mr. Bob O’Neill if he was willing
to represent her. Brooke Stoffel
has retained Mr. O’Neill as her
attorney,” Sayre said in an Aug.
28 e-mail.
Sayre’s plan to challenge the
original warrant against Stoffel
on constitutional grounds led to a
sometimes testy exchange involving Assistant Commonwealth’s
Attorney Todd Gilbert, Town Attorney Tom Robinett and Sayre
on Aug. 21 (see related story).
Gilbert also said he had turned
the prosecution of the case over to

fellow Assistant Commonwealth’s
Attorney Nancy Gallegos-Kie.
Gilbert said he did want the Stoffel warrant’s potential challenge
on constitutional grounds to be
further politicized by his role as
the 15th District’s state delegate.
While Gilbert has stated he could
support some aspects of the concept of civil fees, he said he raised
issues throughout the House debate about some of the charges
included and voted against the
final transportation bill package
of which the fees were a part.
During an earlier interview
with this paper, Gilbert said he
believed all options would be on
the table when the legislature
eventually revisited the civil fees.

However, following the Aug. 21
hearing on the Stoffel case in
Warren County General District
Court, Gilbert seemed to have hit
a wall on the issue of civil remedial fees.
“If anyone were to ask me, I
would tell them that right now
I would vote to repeal the entire statute. I think it’s too late to
tweak it to make it better,” Gilbert
said shortly after the Stoffel hearing.
During that hearing Gilbert
questioned Sayre’s legal involvement in the case and the position
it put the town attorney in as a
prosecutor with a town councilman as a defenses attorney challenging his own codes on constitutional grounds.
Robinett also confirmed he
had instructed Front Royal Police Officer Don Oyre to refile the
reckless driving warrant under
state codes following the commonwealth’s attorney’s office’s
Aug. 21st refusal to take over the
Stoffel prosecution under town
codes.
Stoffel’s mother, Charlene, confirmed the change in her daughter’s legal representation on Aug.
27. She said she was hopeful a
plea agreement could be reached
that might reduce the charge
against Brooke to simple speeding, thus removing the $1,050
civil fee penalty aspect from the
charge.
Gallegos-Kie said her office had
yet to receive the refiled complaint against Stoffel as of Aug.
29 and could not speculate on
any possible negotiations on the
case.
sunrajah@yahoo.com
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Aumente explores the changing nature of media worldwide
‘Retired’ Rutgers professor travels the world in the name of reporting the truth
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

The focus of Jerome Aumente’s
professional life has been finding and reporting the truth and
teaching others to do the same.
With a lifelong commitment to
so important an endeavor, retirement simply means Aumente has
rearranged his time, location and
efforts in continuing that commitment.
“I never said I was retiring, I’m
repotting,” Aumente jokes of his
2000 change of direction.
Following his “departure” from
the School of Communications,
Information and Library Studies at Rutgers University, where
he was founding director of the
Journalism Resources Institute
and founding chair of the Journalism and Media Studies Department, Aumente moved to his
“retirement” home in Bentonville,
Virginia. The move from New

Jersey wasn’t really such a long
one. Aumente and his wife Mary
kept a vacation home on High
Knob in Warren County since
1985 and built their Bentonville
home in 2002. However, rather
than an idyllic retreat from the
hectic world of journalism and
academia in the Garden State, the
Aumente’s Long Mountain home
is simply a jumping off point for
Jerry Aumente’s ongoing endeavors to further the cause of quality
reporting in a rapidly changing
journalistic and world environment … (leaving him darn little
time to devote to our life of leisure job offer, I might add).
Aumente was a journalist with
newspapers in New Jersey, Michigan and Europe for ten years before joining Rutgers in 1969. He
has received myriad professional
honors from alma maters Rutgers and the Columbia University
Graduate School of Journalism,
and was a Nieman Fellow at Har-

vard University. Despite his “repotting” he continues to remain
active in projects at both Rutgers
and the Meridian International
Center in Washington D.C.
In all his “spare time” Aumente
has written four books on journalism, the most recent – “From
Ink on Paper To The Internet: Past
Challenges and Future Transformations for New Jersey’s Newspapers” – was published in May
2007 to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the New Jersey Press
Association (all of his books are
now available under his name at
Samuels Public Library in Front
Royal).
“The book explores the history of the papers from the 18th
through the 2lst centuries, and
especially concentrates on how
the Internet and digital media are
forcing traditional news media to
reinvent themselves to survive,”
Aumente says of his most recent
work. “They are becoming 24/7

Warren County resident and “retired” Rutgers University professor Jerome Aumente visits with NBC News
anchor Brian Williams at NBC’s New York headquarters.
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newsrooms, presenting
news
in multimedia platforms where
print, video, audio, graphics and
photos all converge in a new digital mix on the Internet as well as
in print.”
The Internet takes off
But the challenges facing New
Jersey’s papers are being felt
worldwide, Aumente points out.
He compares those challenges to
the early days of flight.
“We’re used to 747s and big
airports now but you’ve got to go
back to the first time the Wright
Brothers got off the sand. And in
a way in the 1980s that was happening with electronic publishing. Everybody was feeling their
way around. But most newspapers just hoped it would go away.
They saw it as a threat. Now everybody is embracing it.
“Already the numbers are
changing. Right now newspapers
around the United States, including here in Virginia, are probably
getting about five percent of their
income from the Internet, and
about 95 percent from the print
product. But it’s already chang-
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ing,” he says. “There are some
papers that are already shifting to
the point where within five to 10
years it will be 50-50.
“We’re sort of in the middle of a
global warming when it comes to
newspapers. I mean it’s melting
slowly but it’s melting. And the
really smart operations, Gannet,
Dow Jones, the New York Times,
Newhouse – they are already in
place to deal with this. They can
say ‘we can gather news in a way
that nobody else can. So, now all
we have to do is find the different
delivery trucks’ – and again it’s
the Internet, the I-Pod, the cell
phone.”
Educational initiatives
The subject of one of Aumente’s
earlier books, aimed at young
people in any cultural situation, is
on the subject of how to identify
misinformation.
“Looking at information on the
Left and on the Right, extremist
information of any kind – how do
you pick out good and bad information. That was one of the first
books,” Aumente says of his print
exploration of a fundamental
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rom Ink on Paper to the Internet: Past
Challenges and Future Transformations for
New Jerseyʼs Newspapers is a unique
book, as its title shows. It not only explores
the history of New Jerseyʼs daily and weekly
newspapers, but traces the evolution of the
newspaper industry from family businesses to
chain ownership and assesses the competitive
challenges that the newspaper industry in New
Jersey and the nation faces in an era of the
Internet and instant news.
Professor Jerome Aumenteʼs authoritative
work draws upon his 45 years of personal
experience with New Jersey newspapers as a
journalist and an academic. He supplements
meticulous historical research with interviews
with a “Whoʼs Who” of publishers, editors and
reporters prominent in New Jersey and on the
national stage to produce a fascinating narrative.
It is a story about how New Jerseyʼs papers
covered the major Page One stories, from the
Lindbergh trial and the Hindenburg disaster to
the attack on the Twin Towers on 9/11.
It is a story about the Pulitzers earned by
New Jersey journalists, including two for editorial
cartooning won almost a half-century apart, one
by an 80-year-old who remains the oldest person
ever to win a Pulitzer and the other by a 27-yearold who had been a cartoonist for just a year.
It is the inside story about how the
newspaper business really works. Aumente tells
why the Newark Evening News died, how
William Dean Singleton and Richard Scudder
built the fourth-largest
newspaper
empire time”
in the
Left,
in all his
“spare
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but public information accumulation in any society.
“This is a big issue now, particularly with the Internet. When
you have a large population and a
young population looking at the
Internet, making that their main
source of information, there’s a
lot of junk on the Internet. I can
pick up more bad information in
10 minutes on the Internet than I
can reading 10 newspapers.”
Aumente says it is a delicate balancing act requiring much personal scrutiny to work through
dueling news sources with either
too much editorial oversight or
none at all.
“It’s somewhere in the middle
as to where do you go with this.
We did a lot of programs with
high school students when I was
in New Jersey. I’d love to see a
program here in Warren County
in the high schools, that’s really
focused on the media, a media
studies program that basically
says here is good stuff, here is bad
stuff – and here’s how you tell the

ally excited about it, here is a career you ought to think about. It
might be in writing, it might be
in the technology side, it might
be something else.
“If it ever starts to happen, I’d
be glad to help. We work with
superintendents of schools and
high school principals. Actually at our institute we helped the
high school editors in New Jersey
set up their own association. And
I think there are something like a
thousand high school newspapers
that are involved in that now.”
Now a Virginia resident, Aumente hopes to extend journalistic opportunities in academic
institutions around the commonwealth.
“I don’t know if Shenandoah
University or Lord Fairfax or UVa. might be interested. One of
the things I want to do when I
bring journalists to the U.S. for
say two or three weeks, we go
to New York, we go to Washington but we don’t break out of the
media bubble. We want to get to

we’re starting to do a lot more of
that.
“I would love to set up a program where some of the journalists I work with, besides all
the major media things we do in
Washington, New York and New
Jersey, but also have them come
out into the communities, set
up a couple days in Front Royal,
the Shenandoah Valley – and get
them to talk to people outside of
the media centers.
“This is a very sophisticated
area when you think about it,”
Aumente says of his new home
area. “You’ve got the Smithsonian [Conservation Center],
you’ve got the training program
for the Customs people, you’ve
got a very varied population. On
the road I’m on there are only
seven houses and one of them is
a former Undersecretary of State,
another one is a former head of
the Congressional Delegation.
They are hidden away but these
are people that have a lot of talent. And maybe that’s a way to

This full-color ad will be read by about 15,000 people in Front Royal and Warren County.
It costs as little as $28.14 for a one-time insertion or $18.75 per issue with an annual contract. Give your business the boost it needs with an ad in Warren County’s most popular
newspaper by calling Holly at (540) 683-1078 or Rebecca at (540) 683-6311.
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People
work with the school system, set
up a series of lectures – start with
something the kids are interested
in – what about the Internet as a
news source and where do you
get your information from?
“In a couple years they’re going to be out there. And they’re
either going to be trying to find
a career or got to school or join
the army, whatever it is – so, they
need to know what’s out there
and how to sift through the information that is available. We need
to be sure that all ages and walks
of life, both rich and poor, have
equal access to the resources of
the Internet while preserving the
best that exists in the traditional
print and broadcast news media.

As these channels of information
become more complex we must
provide students with educational opportunities to understand
the changes and prepare for careers in the next wave of this digital age,” he says.
International initiatives
Aumente’s international projects since 1989 have taken him
overseas nearly 150 times, conducting programs in Poland,
Russia,
Bosnia-Herzegovina,
Serbia, Macedonia, Montenegro,
Croatia, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Spain, Colombia,
Jamaica, Panama, Saudi Arabia
and elsewhere. He will complete

a three-year journalism program
at Moscow State University and
University of Missouri this fall as
its program evaluator.
Most recently, he has conducted eight programs in the United
States for Arab and Islamic journalists from the Middle East, East
Asia and Europe sponsored by the
U.S. State Department through
the Meridian International Center in Washington, D.C. leading
to a meeting with that stalwart of
independent journalism, George
W. Bush.
Aumente points out restraints
on the search for and reporting
of the truth transcends political
systems and media technologies
– or as we here at Warren County Report like to say, “how many

variations of the ‘truth’ have we
heard today?”
But we will leave the answering
of that question to other pages of
this issue and, at least momentarily, return to the larger world
stage of which Aumente remains
a part.
“It’s still a problem,” he says
of media censorship in some of
the areas he visits. “Russia is going backwards. There has been a
whole string of killings of Russian
journalists.” However, Aumente
remains hopeful that despite the
violent backsliding under the Putin Administration, Russia’s move
toward independent journalism
will survive.
“When we started in Poland it
was the same thing. But within

the space of two, three or four
years there were major changes.
If you look at most of central and
eastern Europe, the Czech Republic, Hungary – you’ve got a
pretty good history there of rapid
change in media environments
– that’s another book we wrote,
it’s called ‘Journalism in Eastern
Europe: Before, During and After
Communism.’
Maybe with the help of dedicated professionals like Aumente,
networking worldwide, the notion of free and independent
journalism will survive and flourish, even here in the Northern
Shenandoah Valley despite our
proximity to D.C. – (Dan, do we
have room for an international
correspondent on our staff?)

New Construction • Country Living at its Best • One Level Living

This home has it all!

Great Open Floor Plan w/ Cathederial and Tray Ceilings. Kitchen offers
Natural Cherry Cabinitry & Granite Countertops. Separate Dining Room.
Living Room w/ Floor to Ceiling Stone Fireplace. Master Bedroom w/
Gorgeous Bathroom to include a Tiled Walk-in Shower. Laundry Room
on Main Level. Full Walk-out basment. Garage. Front Porch, Deck and
Screened in Porch. All this on 3 level acres w/ small pond. offered at
$449,000. Builder has other lots available. Have your own house plan or
lot, we can work with you.

Open House on September 8th 1-4 pm
		

Located at 1391 Smith Run Rd. Browntown. Call Christi
Boies for more info: 671-6494 or christiboies @mris.com

Above, Aumente (on left) meets with editors of the Associated Press in 2005.
Below, he (on left) and several Arab journalists visit with ABC Nightline host Ted
Koppel.

Page 12 • Warren County Report • Early September, 2007

Kevin S. Engle

And this is Fun?
By Kevin S. Engle
Warren County Report

“It was so smooth!” my wife
gushed. She had just ridden
the Italian Job Turbo Coaster at
King’s Dominion. “The smoothest roller coaster ride I’ve ever
been on. You should try it!”
I’m not a big fan of coasters
and my wife knows it. Why?
Two words. Motion sickness. If
you’ve had it, you know it’s no
fun. And if you’ve never had it,
take my word, it’s no fun. My
body doesn’t like being tossed
upside down, thrown on its side,
spun around in circles or feeling as though I’ve just been shot
out of a cannon. Thanks, but no
thanks.
Some friends were in town visiting and King’s Dominion was
on the agenda. I couldn’t wait.
Don’t get me wrong. I love
snow cones, funnel cakes and
cotton candy. But when it comes
to the rides, I’ll pass.
There are two types of people
who go to amusement parks.
Riders and watchers. If you think
about it, we watchers play an important role. While the riders are
getting jostled and jerked around,
who holds their wallets, purses
and hats for safekeeping? That’s
why they bring us along.
Our friends are like me. They’re
watchers. As you’d expect, their
four daughters are riders.
I was having a perfectly fine
day watching until late in the
afternoon. I decided to play a
trick on my wife, and that’s when
things started to go sour. Our
friend’s youngest and I would do
a “walk through”. We’d get in line
with the others to ride one of the
coasters. When it was time to actually get on the ride, we’d simply
step through the seat and exit,
laughing as we went and ignoring
the taunts that would surely follow. But once in line, I got caught
up in the moment and decided to
become a rider. I even said something I shouldn’t have.
“If I survive this, I’ll ride the
Italian Job too.” It was rated a 5
according to the park brochure,
the most intense of the thrill

rides. The one I was about to get
on was a 4.
After surviving, and somewhat
enjoying the 4, it was time to
make good on that promise.
On the way there, we stopped off
at the SpongeBob SquarePants™
“motion-simulator movie experience”, another 4. I’d been on one
of these at Disney and knew what
to expect. Given the option of
the motionless seats, that’s exactly where my friend and I headed.
“Wimps!” our families called
us.
I didn’t care. Our choice was a
wise one. All of the jerking and
jolting of the motion-simulator
seats would have ended my day
right there. SpongeBob would
have knocked me out.
Upon reaching The Italian Job
coaster, all of us were riders,
even our friends. Two seconds
into it, I knew I’d made a serious mistake. When we shot out
of the start and went through the
88 degree banked turn, my eyes
were already shut and my head
and body were disoriented. Not
a feeling I strive for.
“Keep your head back,” my wife
instructed, foolishly thinking it
would actually help me.
Midway through the two minute ride, the car came to a complete stop, giving me the opportunity to contemplate what
torture was yet to come. I should
have unlatched my seat belt and
dove out while I had the chance.
But before I did, another cannon
shot, more banked turns in total
darkness, a plunge and a final
stop.
I spotted our friends and gave
them the thumbs down sign. I
was done for the day. My wife
and I obviously define “smooth
ride” very differently.
I should’ve known better. I’d
been down this same path years
before. Same park, different
coaster, same result.
And this is supposed to be
fun right? These places are
called amusement parks. Who’s
amused? Not me.
When we reached the parking
lot a short time later, I handed my
wife the keys and poured myself

into the passenger seat.
“How about a smooth ride
home?” I begged.
Maybe I should rephrase that.

Don’t look for the author in the
cockpit of a jet fighter or behind
the wheel of a race car. He hasn’t
ruled out driving an ice cream
truck. If you’d like to send him
get well wishes, you can do so at
kevin@warrencountyreport.com.

Buracker Construction LLC
Custom Homes
buracker-construction.com
Tired of living in town? Tired of the Rat Race?
Come to scenic Browntown, VA and start enjoying the quiet country life in this brand new home.
Situated on 3 park-like acres
on Smith Run Road in Browntown, this cedar and stone
home offers one-level living
and is loaded with extra’s!
Exterior framing consists of
2” x 6” walls and R-19 insulation. This 3 bedroom home
has 3 porches for your outdoor living enjoyment. The
covered front porch faces
Shenandoah National Park.
The large rear deck is perfect
for grilling and parties. The
screened porch is perfect
for relaxing with a book and
comes with a pair of Cracker
Barrel rocking chairs. The
kitchen features Prestige
Rustic Cherry Cabinets and
granite counters, and also includes a Jenn Air downdraft range with grill. The great room has a vaulted ceiling and a
direct vent gas fireplace with Viriginia Fieldstone façade and a rustic oak mantle. The Master Bedroom has his and hers
closets. The Master Bathroom features a walk-in tile shower with two shower heads, a corner whirlpool bath and the
cherry vanity has a separate make-up table to complete the perfect bathroom. Tile floors in the bathrooms, kitchen and
laundry room. Carpet in the bedrooms. Oak hardwood in the great room and dining room. A huge unfinished walk-out
basement with rough-in plumbing for future bath completes the home. To schedule your own personal tour, Call Christi
Boies at Weichert Realtors: (540) 671-6494 or Buracker Construction LLC: (540) 636-1879.

This could be your family on the front porch!

You could be fishing in the pond!
.

Looking for land? We have building lots! mountainbrookestates.net
Do you have your own land, but are looking for a builder?
Give us a call540-636-1879 or send an e-mail to buracker@comcast.net
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Power plant

CPV presents changes to power plant project
Competitive bidding, investment resurrects hope for Warren facility
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

On Aug. 28, representatives of
a Maryland company that have
had a gas-fired power plant on
the drawing board for five years
presented changes to the original
plan approved by federal, state
and local officials in 2004.
The information session at the
Warren County Government
Center was attended primarily by
county and state officials and is
the first step in a state mandated

When the Buck
Doesn’t Stop
I guess it’s been going on for generations, this business about nobody
being in charge. I think that’s why
Harry Truman got so many kudos
from the American public when he
boldly proclaimed “The Buck Stops
Here.”
Everybody wants to be the top monkey, but nobody is willing to shoulder
the responsibility. So what we have is
chaos.
In a recent business class, our
instructor explained that the structure
of the corporate world is changing
from the traditional, hierarchical
form, with a boss on top who is in
charge. This boss had to understand
the business, know what needed to be
done and hire people that he could
depend on. You know, the trickledown theory.
Unfortunately, like teachers, nurses,
EMTs and policemen, a person willing to take the heat even when it gets
uncomfortable is getting harder and
harder to find. Being a boss requires
selflessness — putting the welfare of
others before your own, doing the
right thing even when you don’t want
to and working harder than anyone
you hire. That’s a job description that
doesn’t attract a lot of candidates.
In order to get people to be the boss,
businesses had to pay them a lot of
money. Bosses wanted these huge
contracts attached to golden parachutes just in case things didn’t work
out, which all too often they didn’t.
So corporate boards of directors —
who operate on the principle that they
should get as much individually as
they can as quickly as they can —
found the perfect way to get around
this. They simply dispensed with the
position of boss. They instituted what

public information process. That
process will allow citizens to review the plan, currently on display at Samuels Public Library in
Front Royal, submit comments
and speak at an as yet unscheduled public hearing to be hosted
by the Virginia Department of
Environmental Quality (DEQ).
Competitive Power Ventures
officials said the proposed changes, which include a competitive
bidding process on an altered
turbine power source and additional operational parameters

is called lateral management. This
means hiring a whole bunch of lesser
managers for a whole lot less money
so that if one of them quits or dies,
they don’t care.
These multiple managers have way
too much to do, so they don’t have
time to learn a lot about how the company actually works, and they aren’t
responsible to anyone in particular. In
other words, the right hand doesn’t
know what the left hand is doing.
There isn’t anyone in a supervisory
position who will answer their questions or give them direction, so decisions can never be made. Problems are
routinely postponed until they either
work themselves out or get shoved
under the rug to fester until they reemerge larger and more troublesome
than ever.
Even if these managers do try to
interact with each other, their responsibilities are constantly changing so
they don’t have opportunity to get
really good at their own jobs, let alone
learn about what anyone else is doing.
So, in those brief moments at the end
of only-one-hour-long monthly meetings in which they are supposed to
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for the plant will leave the initial
emission projections for the more
environmentally-friendly, gasfired plant essentially unchanged
– and in some cases better than
originally projected.
Slight increases in carbon
monoxide and Volatile Organic
Compound emissions would result from additional start-ups
and shutdowns of the plant, Project Director Sharon Segner explained. The project was initially
envisioned as a peak-usage period
3-9, 2007
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Thought for the Day: “Economy is
the method by which we prepare
today to afford the improvements of

Water restrictions
lifted in town
From a release:
The fourteen-day rolling average of the South Fork of the
Shenandoah River has now
risen above 30% allowing the
Town of Front Royal to lift the
voluntary water conservation
designation.
The Town realizes that the
water restrictions were a burden upon its customers and
appreciates the cooperation it
received during this time.
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Comprehensive plan

Development professionals, town spar over Comprehensive Plan
Planning Commission’s recommendations criticized for inconsistencies
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
“There’s something happening
here, what it is ain’t exactly clear.”
Those lyrics from the 1967
Buffalo Springfield song “For
What It’s Worth” were written
as a commentary on the social
(FROM PG 13)
being pushed by Dominion and
Allegheny Power to meet energy needs to the east is that the
source of that power is dirtier
coal-fired plants in the Ohio
Valley already known to significantly contribute to pollution in
the Shenandoah Valley.
Segner said one problem her
company has had in getting the
CPV-Warren project off the
ground is the relatively cheaper
expense of purchasing power
from existing coal and nuclear
facilities prevalent in this region
of the country.
New hope
However, Segner added that a
$200-million investment in the
project from a major financial
group (Weber-Pincus) in September 2006 indicated a positive
change in U.S. financial market
attitudes toward more environmentally friendly energy sources
such as the CPV-Warren facility.
“The project has never looked
better,” Segner said of current
developments, including permit
extensions, as well as market
conditions, interest and investment.
Over the past year county officials have expressed skepticism
that the CPV project, forecast to
generate about $2 million in annual tax revenue to the county,
would ever acquire the necessary
energy purchase agreements to
move the project forward. That
skepticism led to a proposal to
seek a contract release of the approximately 38-acre CPV parcel
in the Kelley Industrial Park area
for possible use as a regional
jail site. However, local officials
have since backed off that plan
as CPV continues to move aggressively to bring the project to

turmoil surrounding mid-1960’s
youth protests over war and the
role of corporate profiteering in
U.S. foreign and domestic policies.
However, they seem just as
appropriate 40 years later to describe the dueling perspectives
between the current Front Royal
life.
“I think it’s exciting to see
that their project is continuing to make progress and move
forward. As far as the permit
modifications, it looks like most
of what they’re trying to do is to
further reduce the [environmental] footprint of their project,”
Warren County Administrator
and Planning Director Doug
Stanley said following the Aug.
28 meeting.
Stanley added that the county
would soon be reviewing local
permit extensions in the wake
of DEQ’s June extension of its
emissions permits to CPV.
Happy Creek Supervisor Tony
Carter expressed optimism the
plant is back on track for a successful resolution and that the
changes presented are minimal
in their environmental impacts.
“I think the changes they’re
proposing are minor and will be
scrutinized by the DEQ. It appears they won’t affect the air
quality. This is still going to be
one of the cleanest power generation plants around – the technology is available,” Carter said.
“And as they stated, a lot of the
proposed plants did fold several
years back, but they still are on
track to build here in Warren
County. And we’re certainly
hopeful that they do because
of the revenue they generate in
addition to supplying the power. And who knows, this may a
good alternative to the town’s
trash burning facility. So, we’re
hopeful this will work and they
can supply power to the town
[as well].”
Segner told those present the
company hopes to have a power
purchase agreement in place in
time to facilitate a 2010 or 2011
opening of CPV-Warren. The
plant will take 18 to 24 months
to build, she said.

town government and building
professionals over how this community should approach future
growth pressures.
At least one thing was perfectly
clear at an Aug. 29, 2007 Front
Royal Planning Commission
Public Hearing on amendments
to the town’s existing Comprehensive Plan – as with 1960’s
protesters and the Johnson and
Nixon Administrations; building
professionals and town officials
are looking at the same issue
from completely divergent perspectives.
Who’s right? Well, as Stephen
Stills wrote 40 years ago, “Who’s
right, when everybody’s wrong?”
But is everybody wrong or simply living on different planets?
The town’s planning commission and staff, almost entirely
appointed or hired during the
current council’s term, see the
recommended amendments to
the existing Comprehensive Plan
as a roadmap to conservative
growth policies designed to protect one rural-based, Northern
Shenandoah Valley small town
from overbuilding for profit and
service to the needs of outsiders from eastern metropolitan
areas. However, most of those
whose livelihood is based on the
building industry have a different
view. Included in that divergent
view is a belief the town is fundamentally opposed to all growth,
is reluctant to allow residential
rezonings and so is discouraging
the type of development recommended in its amended plan.
Vote delayed
In a concession to the inhabitants of the builder planet, the
town planners unanimously
agreed to delay a vote on recommending implementation of their
suggested Comp Plan changes
until their Sept. 26 meeting. Several speakers said at least that
much time, if not 60 to 90 days, is
needed to give them and the public time to absorb and respond to
the commission’s recommendations.
Among those addressing the
commission at the Aug. 29 public
hearing were former Town Planning Commission Chairman and

landscape architect Joe Duggan,
Lawson & Silek attorney Robert
Light, Brookfield attorney Merle
Fallon, F&R Partnership Principal
Dave Vazzana, whose 600-plus
acre tract off Happy Creek Road
was once targeted for development by Centex, as well as local
builder Chris Ramsey and Warren County Building Association
President George Cline.
While some said they believed
the commission’s suggestions
were well intentioned, a number
of issues were raised over inconsistencies in the plan’s stated vision and recommendations on
how to achieve that vision.
Ideas vs. realities
“As a landowner, I have no idea
what you as a planning commission want, or expect me to do,”
Vazzana told the commission.
“I have three options: I could
develop a by-right subdivision,
an open-space subdivision, or
I could try to rezone … Based
on your land development policies, vision principals, and action
strategies it seems like you either
want me to rezone or apply for an
open space subdivision. Yet, to
my knowledge, the town has not
approved a residential rezoning
in over 15 years and no one has
built an open space subdivision
within the town in just as long.”
Vazzana said that rather than
encourage open space and
planned residential develop-

ments preserving the town’s natural beauty as recommended, the
reality of town policies and existing ordinances would achieve the
opposite.
“Unfortunately, instead of guiding future development the plan
will maintain the status quo. The
status quo means more by-right
development. By-right development will mean the policies and
goals that you and your consultants worked so long to develop
are already obsolete,” Vazzana
said.
Vazzana, a D.C. resident whose
family has owned property in the
county for over two decades, also
quoted the existing Comprehensive Plan acknowledgment that
while the town has traditionally been proactive in developing
plans – it “has fallen somewhat
short in actually implementing the recommendations of its
plans.”
He added that it is not the first
time many of the road improvements cited in the amended plan
have been recommended. “The
traffic study was based on $40
million in roads improvements
that do not exist. Leach’s Run
goes back to the 1979 Comprehensive Plan; Happy Creek Road
and John Marshall Highway were
listed as deficient roadways in
the 1989 Comprehensive Plan;
and all are listed as of the highest
priority in the current 1997 Plan.
Despite including them in your
traffic study, no explanation has
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Comprehensive plan
been given as to how you will pay
for any of these improvements,”
Vazzana pointed out.
Light pointed to other inconsistencies between the recommendations and existing town codes.
Among those were references
throughout the draft to steep
slopes as 25 percent and over.
Light pointed out that within the
last year the town had redefined
steep slopes as those with an average grade of just 15 percent. He
also noted that the recommended
“rural cluster” subdivisions cited
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Suicide Lawsuit
Right on the heels of a class-action
lawsuit by veterans groups alleging
that the Department of Veterans
Affairs has ignored mental health
needs of Iraq veterans and denied benefits for post-traumatic stress disorder, the parents of a young Marine,
Jeffrey Lucey, have filed suit for negligence and the wrongful death of
their son. They allege that the VA
refused to treat his mental health
problems after his return from Iraq in
2004, and that resulted in his suicide.
It didn’t come out of the blue: After
months of increasing symptoms of
nightmares, lack of sleep, withdrawal,
agitation, startle response, anger and
fear, Lucey was involuntarily committed to a VA hospital for a couple
days. But while he was in the hospital
he wasn’t even seen by a psychiatrist,
a fact his parents didn’t know until
much later, when they requested his
records. Lucey saw one doctor when
he was admitted and one when he
came out.
Apparently it wasn’t enough that
while he was there, Lucey described
three ways he could commit suicide
and that he’d already bought one of
the items to accomplish that mission
— a garden hose to use to hang himself. The hospital released him, and
days later, when his family tried to
have him recommitted after his symptoms worsened, the hospital refused
to take him. Three weeks later, Lucey
was dead of hanging in his parents’
basement.
It’s taken far too long, but the VA is
trying to step up to the plate. It has set
up a suicide hotline, open at all times.
The number is 1-800-273-TALK
(8255). Veterans (and family of veterans in crisis) should press 1 for connection to local assistance.
If you’re in trouble and know it,
make the call. There’s help on the other end.
Write to Freddy Groves in care of
King Features Weekly Service, P.O.
Box 536475, Orlando, FL 328536475, or send e-mail to columnreply@gmail.com.
© 2007 King Features Synd., Inc.

do not exist in town codes.
Light also criticized the town
for forcing property owners with
existing rezoning proposals on
the table to await decisions longer than the one year mandated
by law so the Comp Plan could
first be amended. Light said some
recommended changes would
effectively write those proposals
out of existence.
Back to court?
Local builder Chris Ramsey,
who has successfully litigated
against the town over restrictive
ordinances, pointed out he was
one property owner put on hold
by the town during the current
Comp Plan review.
“Be patient, be patient,” Ramsey
said the town has told him for 18
months. “Where does that lead
you? Down a dead end road.”
Ramsey said in light of the recommended changes to the plan it
was obvious the town would not
now allow him to achieve what
his original proposal had sought,
“So, I’m going to have to sue
you.”
Ramsey called the town’s propensity to create an adversarial
relationship with the building
community, thus forcing litigation “counterproductive” and expensive to all involved, including
town taxpayers.
Due process?
Former Commission Chairman
Duggan was one of the harshest
and most emotional critics of the
plan and how it was developed.
He said that while the town had
spent 18 months and what he estimated as over $100,000 in developing its recommended changes,
the public, including the building
community, had not been given
enough input into the review.
“In contrast, the 1997 Comprehensive Plan was developed with
the input of six citizens advisory
groups,” Duggan said of a process
he had been a part of as a commission member.
Duggan also urged the town
to facilitate rezoning decisions
that have been on hold over the
legally prescribed time limit during the current review but not
use the need for those decisions
to rush the current amendments
into law. Duggan cited the town’s
rush toward the slope ordinance
changes as a bad example of due
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Property owner David Vazzana called into question recommendations versus the
reality of town policies, as well as the town’s historical inability to follow through
on its own Comp Plan recommendations.
municipal process.
“Never in my 12 years on the
planning commission was it required to have a joint public hearing [of the planners and council]
in an attempt to rush legislation
through as the slope ordinance
was. To this day there has been
no reasonable explanation as to
why that took place,” Duggan
stated.
He called the consequences of
the more restrictive slope ordinance put into place in the wake
of Ramsey’s successful legal challenge of the existing ordinance
“dissension, a lack of trust” and
ongoing confusion as to what was
actually passed into town law.
Town side
Assistant Town Manager for
Planning Nimet Soliman responded to much of the criticism
prior to the commission’s discussion of what they had heard.
Regarding Duggan’s criticism
of the time available to review
the plan, Soliman said, “He is
frustrated, I am too.” She noted
the July 30 draft had been posted
on the town website since the
first week of August; and that the
public hearing had been advertised and those with questions
encouraged to contact her.
“I have not been contacted,”
she said, adding that she had no
problem with delaying a vote to

allow those needing more time to
review the plan and submit suggestions or questions. Soliman
also pointed to planning commission work sessions scheduled
throughout the review process
open to the public.
She also noted that it was normal for municipalities to amend
comprehensive plans and then
bring their codes into conformity
with the plan’s recommendations.
Responding to Vazzana, Soliman said her and the commission’s job was to plan for 20 years
of growth for the entire town,
rather than address the needs or
plans of individual property owners.
“What we are looking at now is
do we have enough land to meet
projected future needs over the
next 18 years – yes, we do,” Soliman said. She added that the
town would review its plan to
accommodate changing circumstances every five years as mandated by law.
Projections
What the planners and their
consultant Hill & Associates
forecast for the town’s future was
an average of 75 new homes per
year being built taking the population of Front Royal from 14,499
in 2005 to an estimated 18,139
in 2025. That increase would re-

flect an average of 2.6 persons per
household, with about 1,400 new
units being built between now
and 2025. The county’s population, including the town, has
been forecast to grow to as much
as 60,000 during that period.
The current count population is
around 38,000.
Those figures reflect the county’s forecast of an average of 2 to
3 percent annual growth in the
town and county during that period.
The recommended amendments predicted that annual
building in both the town and
county are likely to eventually
return to pre-housing market
downturn levels. Those levels in
2004, 2005 were 70 and 72 new
homes in town and 355 and 334
in the county for total of 425 and
406 in those years. The county
growth rate, including the town
those two years was 2.9 and 2.7
percent. Last year that fell to 2.3
percent with only 46 new units
being built in town and 312 new
housing units in the county.
The amended plan divides the
town into three planning districts: Happy Creek, Leach’s Run
and Northeast.
The amended plan remains
available for public review on the
town website and at the Planning
Department office at town hall.
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Randy Matchett

Diabetes propels Swedish father-son cyclists across U.S.

Randy Hatchett

Front Royal stop near conclusion of cross-country ride for a dream

Nisse Larsson, left, and his 18-year-old son Daniel took a brief rest in Front Royal
during their diabetes fundraising ride from San Francisco to Washington, D.C.
By Alan ‘Randy’ Matchett
Warren County Report
Nils-Olof and Daniel Larsson
sat on a bench outside of Martin’s
Grocery on August 13th to take
a break before climbing back on
their bicycles. To anyone passing by, they may have seemed like
any number of other cyclists visiting Front Royal for a scenic ride
on Skyline Drive. But these two
were not like the frequent weekend riders who pass through.
One glance at the large bags and
Swedish flags hung on their bikes
was a good indication of that.
Daniel and Nils, or Nisse as his
friends call him, were on more
than just a weekend ride for recreation. In fact by the time they
stopped that day in our little
town, they had been on their
bikes for over eight weeks and
had been riding east since San
Francisco. They were nearing the
end of their journey in Washington D.C., and planned on finishing later that day.
You may be wondering what
would possess anyone to ride a
bike across the United States with
no help, no crew, and no supplies.
Well this was a journey to fulfill a
dream. It was a dream that a father and son team from Sweden

decided to accomplish in spite
of, or because 18-year-old Daniel
has Diabetes.
I had the honor of talking with
these two very cheerful men for
almost an hour before they continued on to D.C. and I wish I
could have talked with them for
a few hours more. They told me
that what had started as a personal dream quickly escalated
into something much greater,
and has now become an enormous fund-raiser for Diabetes
back home in Sweden. They keep
a blog of their trip and update it
whenever they are able to stop
at a library with Internet access
or a cyber-café. They also have a
fund-raising website and a sponsor, Duells, who provided them
with the heavy-duty Trek Bikes
they ride. Duells is the only Importer of Trek Bikes in Sweden,
and they have made sure that the
duo was well equipped.
Nisse said that the toughest
part of the journey was crossing the Ozarks. While the Rocky
Mountains were much higher in
altitude, the Ozarks were filled
with shorter ups and downs,
which were much steeper and
tougher to climb when you are
carrying 60 pounds of gear. Daniel quickly added that it was still a

lot of fun and was very beautiful.
When asked where their favorite place was on the entire trip,
they each had a favorite. Daniel
said what was most memorable
for him was riding into Middlegate, Nevada. At the edge of town
was a sign that said “Middlegate- Population 18.” What made
the sign unique wasn’t that the
population was so small, but that
the 18 had been crossed out, and
the number 17 had been painted
above it. It seems that one of the
residents had died recently, and
the sign was not scheduled to be
replaced for some time to come.
For Nisse, the most memorable
stop along the way was Lindsburgh, Kansas, also known as
“Little Sweden.” He was amazed
that the entire town was designed
with a Swedish theme.
“The whole town was more
Swedish than most of Sweden!”
he exclaimed. It came at a very
good time too, since they were
half way through with their trip,
and starting to get a little homesick.
They agreed that the most
beautiful place they had stopped
was in the desert near Lake Powell in Utah and Arizona. “We
camped in the Desert, east of the
lake near a slot canyon. It was so

calm and peaceful, with a beautiful sunset and more stars than
I have ever seen before,” Daniel
said.
The only problem they encountered was out west as well. Coming down Capital Reef in Utah,
the brakes overheated and one
of the bikes cracked a rim. They
managed to get down off of the
reef and hobble their bikes along
until they could get some repairs.
It may have set them back in time
a bit, but it clearly did not dampen their spirits!
I asked them what their impression of the United States was,
having seen more of it than most
Americans. They agreed that
they will most remember that
the people were very kind everywhere they went. They will also
remember the beautiful scenery

and nature, and one other thing
that can only be appreciated
when you are on a bike – lots of
cars! They would recommend the
trip for anyone who wants to see
the country, be it on a bike, bus,
train or car.
Eventually, the smiling father
and son threw a leg over their
bikes and slowly headed down the
road with a friendly, “Bye, nice to
meet you!” as they rode away.
To me the chance meeting will
always be a reminder to take
some time to enjoy life and everything around you. So, the next
time you see some cyclists in
town looking tired, dirty, but also
very happy, be sure to say hello.
You never know what you might
learn – and you may become part
of a very special memory carried
halfway around the world.

Calvary Episcopal
hosts Ministry Fair
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

On Sunday, Sept. 16, Calvary Episcopal Church will roll out the red
carpet (figuratively) for not only its own church membership, but
also others interested in faith-based community outreach, or maybe
someone shopping for a new local church.
The Ministry Fair will be held on the church property at 11 W. 2nd
Street following morning services at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Featured will be over 60 Ministry groups, programs and various
outreach services provided by the church and is membership. Many
of those fall into eight basic categories, according to Ministry Fair organizer Alice Shank. They are: Worship, Outreach, Fellowship, Wider
Church and Missions, Building and Grounds, Christian Formation
and Education, Leadership and Caring and Calling. Some programs
under the educational network are directed at youth like the CnC
(Confirm not Conform) and J2A (Journey to Adulthood).
Calvary Episcopal is proud of the number of outreach groups and
services it provides. Among the groups it networks with in community outreach are: C-Cap, St. Luke’s Clinic, House of Hop Men’s Shelter,
the Domestic Violence Shelter and its Second Chance Store, Habitat
for Humanity, My Brother’s Table, Samuels Public Library, Warren
Memorial Hospital and Blue Ridge Hospices.
Calvary also into the holiday spirit, sponsoring annual Senior Citizen’s Dinners the Wednesday before Thanksgiving and Christmas
Shopping Sprees for needy families and a Halloween Party for the
kids the Saturday before Halloween. Other committees are formed on
an as needed basis.
“And we like to eat,” Shank points out of a Calvary propensity to mix
faith and food. “There’s the Foyer Dinner Group and Women’s Prayer
Breakfast, not to mention an upcoming Parrish Picnic on Sunday,
Sept. 9.
Yum.
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Schools

R-MA announces fourth quarter award winners
From a release:
Randolph-Macon Academy is
pleased to announce the winners
of the Fourth Quarter Awards for
the 2006-07 school year:
The Teacher of the Fourth
Quarter for 2006-07 is U.S. History teacher Patricia Strother. Ms.
Strother has been an outstanding teacher and an example for
students and faculty alike. Her
energy, creativity and enthusiasm
are contagious; she brings history
out of the textbook and gives it
life with contemporary examples
students can relate to. Students
look forward to her class, which
is reflected in their high level of
performance.
She partnered
closely with CLSs to ensure the
students stayed focused during
study halls, and completed delinquent work; she even gave makeup quizzes in the dorms. Her
‘never-say-die” attitude results
in exhaustive efforts to see every
student succeed.
Ms. Strother also gives her time
and energy outside the classroom,
creating wholesome events for

the cadets. She provided adult
guidance and involved the cadets
in the planning and execution of
two special evenings. The first
evening celebrated the imagination of a favorite book, involving
a costume contest, trivia games,
food and dancing. The second
evening celebrated the end of the
school year and relieved some of
the final exam stress.
Ms. Strother exhibits selfless
dedication to R-MA cadets in
and out of class. She is an excellent example of a special teacher
interacting at an exceptional
level with the students whether
conducting class or providing a
trusted adult to talk to.
The Mentor of the Fourth Quarter for 2006-07 is Dani Steele. The
nomination criteria states that a
mentor ‘takes action to produce
significant results with mentees
in support of academic progress,
corps life, character building and
leadership skills.’ Ms. Steele was
selected to be the freshman female Cadet Life Supervisor (CLS)
this year because of her enthusiasm, dedication and motivation.
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She established a mentoring relationship with her girls anchored
in her hands-on involvement,
providing a friendly trusted ear
to girls with perceived or real
issues, tutoring struggling students, and demanding their very
best in everything they do. Ms.
Steele gives equal time and attention to the day freshman girls as
well, providing guidance, counsel
and motivation.
Since the mission of R-MA is to
prepare our students for college,
Ms. Steele set up a nightly freshman study hall, taught her girls
how to prioritize and use their
time wisely, and took her own
weekends to take “her” junior
and senior girls to visit colleges
throughout Virginia, Maryland,
and West Virginia. She conducts
weekly residential life mentoring
sessions to motivate and inspire
the girls, encouraging them to
stay engaged academically, athletically, and with the workings
of the corps through to the end of
the year.
As a result, Dani’s ‘freshman’
girls won Honor Flight for 20062007. They were #1 in Academic
GPA, #1 in fewest disciplinary
tours, #1 in weekly commandant
dorm inspection, #1 in community service hours, and #1 in the
annual drill competition. Motivating and inspiring academic
success, leadership, character
and corps life is a definition of
Dani Steele’s mentor style.
The Coach for the Spring Season 2007 is baseball coach Bob
Lewallen. Coach Lewallen has
done an outstanding job managing R-MA’s cadet uniform store,
coaching baseball, maintaining
the baseball field and running the

R-MA Athletic Boosters’ Club.
There is more to being a baseball coach than recruiting the
right players and showing up for
practice. Coach Lewallen takes
his vacation time during spring
break to conduct a baseball
camp. Under his direction, the
Yellow Jackets finished second
in the conference and six players
were selected to the All-Conference Team. The R-MA team also
played on a beautifully manicured field because Coach Lewallen spends literally hundreds of
hours working on it.
The Annual Athletic Banquet
has become a wonderful RMA tradition because of Coach
Lewallen’s efforts. This special
recognition of their sacrifice and
dedication is a unique tribute
for our senior athletes and their
proud parents. His idea and his
hard work are now a highlight of
each year.
The Employee of the Fourth
Quarter for 2006-07 is Celeste
Brooks, Director of Public Relations. Springfest, Family Weekend, and the Honor Guard Statue
dedication all happened on the
same weekend this year. Ms.
Brooks was a key person responsible for the smooth transition
from one event to another, and
for promoting all three events
to families and the surrounding
communities. Springfest was her
project to direct but she also added finishing touches to the statue
dedication, suggested traffic patterns and de-conflicted the Family Weekend schedule. Ms. Brooks
led the committee that scheduled
the local interest groups, recruited students and faculty as
entertainment, arranged games
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and activities, advertised, placed
orders for promotional materials
and game prizes, set a campus
traffic pattern, and provided a
blueprint for both rain and shine
set-up.
The biggest challenge became
recruiting volunteers to provide
safety supervision, interact with
visitors, announce events, and
direct traffic. Springfest attracted an estimated, and unexpected,
1,000 visitors to the R-MA middle
school. Ms. Brooks has ensured
that Springfest has become a fun,
entertaining, educational annual
event which is looked forward
to by the community, the participants and the R-MA students,
both upper and middle school.
Beyond Springfest, Ms. Brooks
has done a fantastic job of publicizing and marketing R-MA. The
school magazine is one of the
best in the country and received
warmly by faculty, staff, students,
and alumni. Her attention to the
web site has led to a lauded and
continually improving product.
The Upper School Cadet Life
Supervisors (CLSs) have been selected as the Team of the Fourth
Quarter, 2006-07. The first personnel on duty after each break
and the last to depart before
each break, the CLSs maintain
the highest level of dedication
to both the boarding cadets and
their parents, acting as surrogate
parents to more than 275 boarding students.
The staff work with the academic faculty, via the homework
website or through direct communication, to ensure nightly
homework assignments are completed. The Study Improvement
Program (SIP) website itself is
the product of the CLSs working
with Dean’s office and Technology. The CLSs are responsible for
ensuring each cadet is properly
dressed and their room meets
cleanliness standards before they
leave the dorm each day. Parents,
alumni, staff and visitors have
commented about how wonderful the cadets and their living
areas look. The direct relationship between each CLS and all
of cadets, parents, guardians and
admissions staff has directly resulted in higher retention among
the cadets.
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Leslie Fiddler

“Where the Mountains Meet the River” (Revived)
By Leslie Fiddler
Warren County Report

Congratulations to Mayor Eastham and Council for responding
to the public’s desire for green
spaces and walking trails by reviving “Where the Mountains Meet
the River.” Adapted into the town’s
Comprehensive Plan in 1994 and
shelved shortly thereafter, this
visionary plan links Shenandoah
National Park to the confluence
of the North and South Forks
of the Shenandoah River with a
network of walking trails, biking trails and greenways, making
ingenious use of the flood plain,
undeveloped land, public land
and existing roads.
Several current politicians
were involved in the inception
of the plan, among them Mayor

Eastham, who was then chair of
the planning commission; Stan
Brooks, former mayor; and Warren County Board of Supervisors Chairman Richard H. Traczyk, who was then chair of the
town’s parks and recreational
plan advisory committee. Councilman Tom Sayre, inspired by
Lynchburg’s bike paths, has been
promoting walking and wheeling
paths since his election campaign.
One often sees Town Manager J.
Michael Graham’s bike parked
behind Town Hall.
It will be interesting to see how
matters proceed. Hopefully a
blue ribbon committee of Town
and County movers and shakers
will be struck to update the plan,
coordinate with various jurisdictions and set short and long term
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promotes resident health, provides alternative means of transportation, supports tourism and
attracts new business. Full realization of the plan would further
“brand” Front Royal (and Warren
County) as a place to be healthy
and active, qualities implicit in
our identity as the Canoe Capital of Virginia and the northern
Gateway to Skyline Drive. Such
a brand would
differentiate
Front
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Royal from the monotonous
sprawl, which is creeping towards
us from the east.
Not incidentally, Front Royal
and Warren County will become
an even better place to live.
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“Pirate Master” that was on
CBS? — Mary W., Clarksville, Tenn.
“Pirate Master,” the reality
show created by Mark Burnett
of “Survivor” fame, is finishing out its
episodic run online at CBS.com.
Innertube, CBS’s online televisionepisode subsite, began exclusively airing the show with the July 24 episode
and will continue through the show’s
conclusion. If you go to CBS.com and
click on “Full Episodes” and then
“Pirate Master,” you can watch the
show from Episode 1 on. So, if you
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The water that remains in a drain trap

Q:

resolved: for example, the relationship between the Leach Run
Parkway and WTTMTR; the sixmile cross country town perimeter trail being proposed as an
alternative to WTMMTR; and
the reconciliation of the varying
needs of recreational and commuting pedestrians and cyclists
and wheelers such as strollers,
tricycles and wheelchairs. And
what about the skate park? Surely
it should be finished before another major project is undertaken.
Nevertheless prospects are
looking good. A successful walking and wheeling infrastructure

I agree! As of this writing, it was
just announced that film and TV
star Joe Mantegna will be replacing
the incomparable stage and screen star
on the popular crime drama. I think it’s
a good move to cast someone who has
similar name recognition but who usually plays different roles than Mandy,
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lemon
peel, lemon juice, olive oil,
shallot, oregano, mustard, sugar, pepper and 3/4 teaspoon salt. Toss dressing with shrimp and vegetables in

Get New School Year
Off to Healthy Start

It’s back-to-school season, which
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7. Bake in top third of oven until top
is lightly browned, about 35 to 40
minutes. Remove to wire rack; drizzle
with remaining 1 tablespoon olive oil.
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Schools

Winds of change blowing through school hallways

A visual masterpiece: Warren County’s new Skyline High School. Photo by Roger Bianchini courtesy of CassAviation.
By ROGER BIANCHINI
Warren County Report
(Author’s note: In Issue 1, Volume 1 of Warren County Report,
published in late August, 2006.
our cover story was “Dawn of a
New Era.” The cover art was an
aerial photograph (courtesy CassAviation) of Skyline High School.
Inside we featured interviews with
WCPS Superintendent Pamela
McInnis and WCHS and WCJHS
Principals Melinda Calhoun and
Andrew Keller about the challenges facing them in the final
year of their respective schools as
they then existed. Calhoun has
retired and Keller has moved over
to Skyline High where he is principal. Today on Sept. 4, as the new

Warren County and Skyline High
Schools open for the first time and
we at Warren County Report celebrate our first birthday, we reprint
portions of that inaugural cover
story in honor of the students and
staffs of Warren County Public
Schools.)
School years come and school
years go, but in Warren County
this is a landmark season of, if not
change, change on the horizon.
Those pending changes are
more readily apparent at Warren County Junior High School,
where students will be housed in
some newly constructed wings, as
well as trailers while the school’s
seven-year-old, original wings are
refurbished for reopening in the

2007-08 school year as the new
Warren County High School.
However, the undercurrent of
change also pulls hard at students
walking the hallways of 66-yearold Warren County High School.
For this is that historic community landmark’s final season as
what it has been for six and a
half decades, the county’s lone
public high school. While details
and logistics are still being ironed
out in the halls of county government, the building occupying the
high ground above Luray Avenue
is facing future use as a public
school, just on a different level
as one of two planned renovated
middle schools.
For administrators, teachers
and the students these are excit-

ing, busy and even worrisome
times. WCJHS Principal Andrew
Keller addressed the challenges
and anticipation of the coming
year at his school. One immediate consequence is the temporary
return to a post-Labor Day opening to allow more unimpeded
summer construction time at
WCJHS.
WCJHS evolves
“I think it’s difficult to get the
pulse of eighth and ninth grade
kids on many levels, and their
only association with change
last year was that some of their
windows were boarded up. But
I think the kids on the whole are
probably very excited about the

fact they’re going to have brand
new everything next year. It’s going to be inconvenient this year
but I think everybody’s going to
accept that inconvenience as a
hurdle toward progress … And to
be honest, I’m not too concerned
about what we’ll face this year …
But beyond the transitional use
of trailers to house students, portions of the newly constructed
wings and facilities, including
classrooms, a gym and refurbished cafeteria, will be open for
use as other existing areas are under construction. So, at WCJHS
it is much more immediately a
year of transition, change and a
bit more physical turmoil than is
being felt at the high school.
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Schools
Business as usual?
But at both schools to a great
extent it must business as usual,
WCHS Principal Melinda Calhoun points out.
“As excited as we are about the
prospect of new facilities, we’ll
be in the middle of a school year
at a high school, with all the testing requirements, making sure
the kids are ready for graduation.
That’s all you really have time to
focus on and this is going to be
an intense year and we’ll have
the same requirements on us as
we have for the past six years of
making those [state and federal]
test scores and making sure our
kids are getting what they need
to get out into the world and go
on to higher education or go on
to jobs,” Calhoun said.
“We talk all the time about how
we’re going to think we’ve died
and gone to heaven to have new
facilities,” Calhoun says of her
school staff ’s anticipation of the
2007-08 school year. “How much
of that is in the sight of the students, I’m not real sure because
students, at their point in life, are
not really projecting themselves
into the future as much as we
older people tend to do. I think
as this year progresses I’ll be able
to better answer the question
about how the students are viewing the changes that are coming,”
Calhoun said in her office in late
July.
But for one class at the high
school there will be no preparation for change other than that
faced annually by high school seniors everywhere – graduation.
“We certainly hope to instill
the perspective that it is an honor to be the last high school class
to graduate out of this building,
as it will be an honor to be the
first graduating class out of the
new buildings,” Calhoun said of
her school’s seniors …
Calhoun also said she is thankful for the time, effort and liaison
work the central office staff has
put into preparing for the coming transition. “You couldn’t do
those two jobs at once,” Calhoun
said of the tasks facing school
and school system administrators in such times of change.
“Central office is where they
are really planning out the new
schools. Initially they asked for
a lot of input from us for floor
plans and what we’d like to see in
the new building and all the staff

had input into that. But once it
got underway they have been the
ones continuing that work.”
WCHS, an end & a beginning
During the debate over one versus two new high schools, many
WCHS alumni expressed alarm
that their own children might
not graduate from a school of the
same name as they had. And after the class of 2006-07 that will
be the case for some. Half of the
county’s public school children
will graduate from Skyline High
School, just over the ridge beyond Criser Road from the soonto-be-former Luray Avenue high
school.
But Warren County Public
Schools Superintendent Pamela
McInnis believes what is to come
may not be as problematic a
change as some have feared.
“Those parents that have been
part of this system and are WCHS
graduates, I think are very tied to

that building. But being one of
those people, though I don’t have
kids, but when I was there, it was
only the main building. The career and tech-ed center wasn’t
there, the whole gym and athletic
wing and band rooms were not
yet in place. So, when you think
about it, people adapted pretty
well when they added those
more modern looking buildings
because it improved the facility.
“And I think that’s the same
reaction that’s going to happen
next year. Kids are very adaptable
and I think once they get into the
new buildings and see what they
have to offer, things will go very
well.
“Warren County High School
is not going away, that’s what’s
important. What WCHS means
and is, and not the facility it’s in,
but the people and what goes
on inside those walls makes the
school what it is. So that will all
still be there, it just won’t be the
same physically,” McInnis says.

“Perpetuating that WCHS name,
it will have the same traditions
as the current WCHS has. And
that’s what people need to be
tied to, as opposed to a building
itself.
New school, new traditions
“And I think for those students
who will attend the new school,
that can be really exciting too. It’s
like being a charter member of
an organization. The kids that go
to Skyline High School will have
the opportunity to start traditions, to put things in place that
no one has had the opportunity
to do here since 1940, when the
current high school building
opened. Nobody has actually had
an opportunity to create new traditions for a high school here in
over 65 years. For the kids that
will be in Skyline High School,

they’ll be able to say to their children and grandchildren, ‘I was
part of making that happen,’ and
frankly I think that will be really
exciting.”
McInnis noted that some students have expressed distress at
the prospect of being separated
from longtime classmates and
friends in the 2007-08 school
year. The administration is contemplating a joint graduation
ceremony for Skyline and Warren County High Schools in 2008
to address those concerns to
some extent, McInnis said.
(Postscript: Asked if she had
anything to add to last year’s
comments, McInnis said simply,
“I’ll be glad when those doors are
open, the students are in those
new buildings and the preparation is over with.”)

These kids had a ball getting their faces painted during an open house at Warren County High School.

Two Warren County High School football players
showed their school spirit at a recent open house.
From left, rising 10th-grader Marty Haley and rising
senior Calvin Clatterbuck.

Rising Warren County High School eighth-grader Taylor Settle is joined by his dad. Greg Settle, a 20-year
veteran officer with the Front Royal Police Department reports that he is recovering well from injuries
sustained in a motorcycle accident.
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Front Royal awards

Mountain Brook Estates
Have you been looking for that special piece of land to build your full
time, weekend or vacation home? If so, Mountain Brook Estates may
be just what you’re looking for.

From left: Front Royal Town Manager Mike Graham,
Mayor James Eastham, 2007 Front Royal Police Officer of the Year Jason Bates, Chief Ronald Williamson.

Located in scenic Bentonville, VA this new mountain community of 10
lots ranging from 5 to 11 acres has something for everyone. Lot 2 has
views and a pond and several lots have a stream going through them.
High speed DSL Internet will be available! For additional information, call Buracker Construction, 540-636-1879 or visit our website
at mountainbrookestates.net. Prices start at 184,999 up to 229,999.
Bring this ad and receive $2,500 off through Sept 07.

Looking for a builder? Call Buracker Construction LLC 540-636-1879
or visit buracker-construction.com

This full-color ad will be read by about 15,000 people in Front Royal and Warren County.
It costs as little as $28.14 for a one-time insertion or $18.75 per issue with an annual contract. Give your business the boost it needs with an ad in Warren County’s most popular
newspaper by calling Holly at (540) 683-1078 or Matt at (540) 336-3981.

Attached is the Civilian Employee of the Year 2007
award winner, Lois Miner with Chief Williamson, Mayor Eastham and Town Manager Graham.

Attached is the Citizen of the Year 2007 award winner, Robin Gaile, with Chief Williamson, Mayor Eastham and Town Manager Graham

Congratulations!
Lori Renee Atkins earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Respiratory Care from Shenandoah University during graduation ceremonies on August 25, 2007. Lori is the daughter of Rick and Tricia
Atkins of Front Royal.
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Let ‘em know you saw it here

TOP QUALITY
BUILDERS, LLC

Gilliam Lumber Company
Your Hometown Lumber Company Since 1937
515 Commerce Ave. • Front Royal

540-635-2101

“You Dream It... We’ll Build It”
***Kitchen Specials***
* Basements * Bathrooms * Decks *
* Porches * Garages * Windows * Doors *
* Siding * Trim * Drywall * Painting *
* Additions * General Repairs * Pole Barns *
* Residential & Commercial * Licensed & Insured *
* 50 + Years of Experience *

Hours: Weekdays 6:00am-6:00pm
		
Saturday 6:00am-5:00pm
		
Sunday 9:00am-4:00pm

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

4 - 4.5% Full Service Listings
Cash Back to Buyers Up to 1%

540-743-2942

Jimmy Duncan
Associate Broker

Free Moving Truck
• Free Price Analysis
SamsonBC(Duncan) 5-9-07:Layout 1
SamsonBC(Duncan)
5-9-07:Layout
1 5/9/07
Direct
Line: (540)
635-9500
E-mail: jimmyduncan@mris.com

5/9/07

12:31 PM

12:31 PM

Page 1

Page 1

All lines of insurance:

Jimmy Duncan
Jimmy Duncan

office
cell
fax
email

Realtor

Realtor
Samson Realty, LLC
office 703-378-8886
14526 Lee Road, Suite 100
cell
540-635-9500
Virginia 20151
703-896-5767
Samson Realty, Chantilly,
LLC
703-378-8886fax
14526 Lee Road, Suite 100 www.onlyfour.com
540-635-9500email jimmyduncan@mris.com
Chantilly, Virginia 20151
703-896-5767
www.onlyfour.com
jimmyduncan@mris.com

Auto  Health
 Business
 Life
 Home

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY



Del. Clifford L. “Clay” Athey, Jr.
18th District House of Delegates
Serving Fauquier, Frederick, and Warren County
EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Insure with us
with confidence!
11 Water Street · Front Royal, VA

(540) 635-8401

EXCELLENT SCENIC SPRING & SUMMER RIDES

Front Royal Warren County Airport
Airplane Rides

DAILY

Stacey & I thank you for the opportunity to serve.
If I can be of any help, please contact me at (540) 635-7917,
			
in Richmond at: (804) 698-1018,
			
by E-Mail at: DelCAthey@house.state.va.us,
			
or by mail at:
PO Box 406, Room 510
						
Richmond, VA 23218

For 20 Minute
Scenic Flights
•
•
•
•
•

Group Discount
Aircraft Rentals
Flight Training
Photo Flights
Glider Club

•
•
•
•
•

$55

Per Person

Tie Down Avail.
Charter Flights
Gift Certificates
New Hangers
New Taxiway

INTRO
FLIGHT TRAINING
$99

Cass Aviation
(540) 635-3570

WARREN COUNTY AIRPORT/FRONT ROYAL

CFI
WANTED
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Dave Zirin

Inching Toward Insanity:
Why whatever he is, Michael Vick is Not a Fascist
By Dave Zirin

Let’s get this out of the way
early: I don’t support the fighting of dogs. I am not sitting here
in a Michael Vick jersey snacking on Labrador fajitas thinking
that his 12-month plea bargain is
the greatest injustice since Sacco
and Vanzetti. Please don’t send
me e-mails saying that I hate
dogs. Please don’t write that I am
a “supporter” of Michael Vick,
whatever the hell that means. I
don’t love dogs. I don’t hate dogs.
I will say I’m not a vegetarian. I
love a good haggis. I gargle with
gravy. I think short ribs are a
“side.” None of that means I hate
dogs or think Vick is some kind
of political prisoner. Like many, I
eat meat, abhor dog fighting, and
am comfortable with that hypocrisy,
But all that said - now that we
have gorged on disclaimers - I

find the reaction to this entire
dog fighting case to be a frightening example of the worst kind
of group-think: an unreflective
mob-mentality run amok. I will
not dwell on the various Internet
postings that call for Vick to be
lynched, beaten, or put in a phone
booth with pit bulls. In less than
five seconds of mouse-work, you
too can buy a “Save a Pit Bull &
Neuter Vick” T-shirt. They are
easy enough to find since the
Internet has always proven comfortable quarters for enterprising
bottom feeding parasites.
I will also not harp on the sundry sports columnists using this
opportunity to cluck about black
athletes, “hip hop gangsta” culture, and what happens when you
hold onto your “boyz.” I think
they speak for themselves. They
are as predictable as a setting
sun, their arguments and prose
so mundane one wonders if they

This 12 column inch
ad costs just $90 and
reaches about 15,000
readers.
Hmm....
Call Holly at
(540) 683-1078
or (540) 636-8272
or Matt at
(540) 336-3981

have a computer program where
they enter key words like “gangsta”, “hip hop”, and “boyz” and just
watch as the graphs spew themselves.
And I certainly do not wish to
draw any unnecessary attention to
Senator Robert Byrd of West Virginia and the bizarre Senate floor
speech in which he condemned
Michael Vick to Hades, saying,
“I am confident that the hottest
places in Hell are reserved for the
souls of sick and brutal people
who hold God’s creatures in such
brutal and cruel contempt!” I am
also way too classy to make hay
out of the fact that Byrd’s “youthful indiscretion” was joining the
Ku Klux Klan, a group that used
dogs on black people the same
way people want dogs used on
Mr. Vick.
There is simply no head to
take aim at these obvious targets
when our best sports columnists
– people to treasure in these fetid
waters – decide to ride the wave.
Such a writer is Sally Jenkins of
the Washington Post. On Thursday she wrote, “If an animal didn’t
perform well enough, if it wasn’t
champion enough, if it was in
Vick’s judgment flawed, he strangled it, drowned it, electrocuted it
or beat it to death on the ground.
Vick and his pals deliberately
enslaved and tormented weaker
creatures, and killed those they
considered inferior. The dogs had
faces and voices that would have
eloquently expressed their agony,
and Vick hurt them anyway, repeatedly. The crimes may have
been committed against canines,
but at issue is basic humanity. Commit those crimes against
people, and the words we’d use
for it are fascism, and genocide.
Don’t kid yourself: The people
who are so angry at Vick are angry for all the right reasons.”
If it had run in the Onion, I
wouldn’t have blinked. But this
is the Washington Post, an esteemed paper of record. And
this is Sally Jenkins. First, the
contention, repeated everywhere
as if fact, that Vick “strangled,
drowned, electrocuted or beat
dogs to death” was in the indictment, not the guilty plea. In other
words, it remains an unproven

accusation. If anything, Vick
pleaded guilty because all of his
friends pled deals when it became
clear that the federal government
wanted – as they always do – to
land the big celebrity catch. The
same justice department that
says of Barry Bonds, “He’s our Al
Capone” wanted Vick.
That’s the headline. That’s what
keeps their budgets fat.
In such an atmosphere, taking
a plea clearly seemed to Vick and
his team like the best of bad options.
As R.L. White, head of the Atlanta NAACP said, “At this point,
you’re not looking at guilt or innocence. You’re thinking, ‘What
I better do is cut my losses and
take a plea.’”
All that said, the part of Jenkins’
piece – and almost all the writing
on this subject – is the way dogs
have been so thoroughly anthropomorphized. Faces? Language?
Enslavement? FASCISM? Do we
really need to check-off the actual
crimes of fascism from the last
century? Is Michael Vick really
the Eichmann of the kennels? Is
Jenkins’ prose more insulting to
Vick or the
people who actually had relatives
die at the hands of Hitler and
company? Does this discourse really make us smarter, or just more
enraged?
Katha Pollit of the Nation has
written that it says something
positive about humanity that
people are in an uproar about
dogs and against the “poisoned
narcissists” who make up the
athletic community. I think it is
the opposite. The humanization
of the dog is the painfully ironic
mirror
image of the dehumanization
of the rest of us. Just look at the
world with semi-open eyes: How
can we rally for the pit bull when
one million Iraqis are dead and
the US media barely yawns? …
How can we imbue dogs with
“language” when the actual words
of those calling for help in HIV
ravaged Africa are being ignored
by our government? How can we
cheer violent sports, ignoring –
or even celebrating - the mutilation of people’s faces and voices,
and weep over the pit bulls?

As Chicago Tribune columnist
Rick Morrisey wrote, “Abuse your
dog, and people howl. Smack
around your girlfriend or face
charges of sexually assaulting a
woman and people shake their
heads and roll their eyes.”
Morissey is the exception in
this point. Preemptive strikes
are abounding against looking
at some broader social context.
Jemele Hill of ESPN wrote, “You
can say Vick was persecuted unfairly by the white media, say we
should be more concerned with
the war in Iraq than an illegal
dogfighting ring or say his downfall wouldn’t be a 24-hour news
event if he were the highest-paid
white quarterback. But it’s impossible to stand on moral high
ground while trying to defend
something so low.”
Why does one have anything
to do with the other? Why does
pointing out that there is a war
going on -- and that lots more
people are suffering than dogs - mean that you are by definition
defending a pit bull ring?
Maybe a better question is,
“Why are we surprised people get
off on pit bull fights when there is
a war going on?”
The response I will surely get
– and have always gotten - for
writing this is that “dogs are innocent.” Once again this is a logic
that transcends the bizarre.
Therefore poor people that
become boxers, women who
get raped, Iraqis picking up unexploded cluster bombs, are
“guilty?” Have exercised “free
will?” That’s not logic. That’s the
doctrine of original sin. I don’t
know what led Michael Vick
down the road to Bad Newz Kennels. I also don’t pretend to know.
But I do know that the world is in
rather lousy shape and outrage is
better spent elsewhere.
[Reprinted by permission of the
author. Dave Zirin is the author
of the new book “Welcome to the
Terrordome:” with an intro by
Chuck D (Haymarket). You can
receive his column Edge of Sports,
every week by going to http://
zirin.com/edgeofsports/
?p=subscribe&id=1
Contact him at edgeofsports@
gmail.com]
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NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC

ROYAL AVENUE TREE IMPROVEMENTS
PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING

WALKER AVENUE RESURFACING

7:00 pm – Tuesday, September 11, 2007

Saturday, September 8, 2007

The Department of Public Works will conduct a Public Information Meeting for proposed Royal Avenue Tree Improvements project on Tuesday, September 11th at 7:00 pm in the third floor conference room of the Town Hall, located at 16
North Royal Avenue.
The Department of Public Works and the Urban Forestry Advisory Commission have identified sixteen (16) trees
along North Royal Avenue between 1st and 6th Streets that suffer from poor overall health, decline or excess lean.
After inspection of these trees, the Department and Commission have determined that removal of these trees is in the
best interest of public safety. As such, the Department has contracted with Pittman Tree and Landscaping, Inc., to
remove these hazardous trees. Removal activity is scheduled to begin in mid September.
Trees to replace the trees removed from the streetscape will be planted later in the fall.
Public presentation and discussion of the project improvements will begin at 7:00 pm.
If you have any questions about these improvements, please contact the Department of Public Works at (540) 6357819.

The Town of Front Royal Public Works Department will have a contractor
resurfacing Walker Avenue on Saturday, September 8, 2007. The work on
Saturday has been scheduled to reduce impact to school traffic during the
regular workweek and to continue the Town’s Pavement Management Program. Work should be completed between the hours of 7:00 am and 5:00
pm.
Through traffic and on-street parking will be restricted in the work zone.
Disruption of neighborhood traffic will be kept to the minimal amount of time
necessary to complete this work.
We apologize for the inconvenience this presents to our citizens.
If you have any questions about this project, please contact the Department
of Public Works at (540) 635-7819.
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TOURISM@CI.FRONT-ROYAL.VA.US WWW.CI.FRONT-ROYAL. VA.US

414 EAST MAIN STREET, FRONT ROYAL, VIRGINIA 22630

(540) 635-5788 1-800-338-2576 EMAIL

1525 North Shenandoah Avenue
(540) 635-9447
(800) 461-1720

BLUEMONT INN

1370 North Shenandoah Avenue
(540) 636-7200
(888) 204-4803

BLUE RIDGE MOTEL

MOTELS

MOTELS

219 East Main Street
(540) 635-5956

WYNN’S

836 N. Commerce Ave.
(540) 636-6857

WENDY’S INTERNATIONAL

865 John Marshall Highway
(540) 636-8999

VILLA GIUSEPPE’S ITALIAN
RESTAURANT

231 Chester St.
(540) 636-0008

VICTORIA’S

411 South Street
(540) 635-2288

TOPS CHINA

424-A
South
The FRAT
(Front
RoyalStreet
Area Transit) Bus provides transit service for the Town of
(540)
636-6654
Front Royal Monday through Friday from 8:30am - 12:30pm and 1:00pm - 5:00pm.
The last runS
begins
at 4:00pm. All routes begin and end at the Front Royal/Warren
PELUNKERS
County Visitor
Virginia Regional Transportation Association (VRTA) op116 Center.
South The
Street
erates this service
enhance mobility throughout the community.
(540) to
631-0300
The FRAT Bus is radio dispatched, ADA accessible and equipped with the latest
UBWAY
wheelchair liftsSand
security systems. Persons with disabilities who are ADA certi530
North
Royal
Avenue off curbside anywhere within 3/4 of a mile of our
fied may be picked up
and dropped
(540)
635-4400
regular route. Please call in advance.
No Smoking, drinking, eating or food in open containers allowed.
TACO BELL
Fare - $.50 paid upon boarding the bus.
620
North
Royal Avenue
If you have any questions please call the Virginia Regional Transportation Associa(540)
635-1958
tion (VRTA) toll free at (877)777-2708 or (540)341-3464.

SOUTH STREET GRILL

304A E. Main Street
(540) 636-0070

SOUL MOUNTAIN CAFÉ

915 North Royal Avenue
(540) 635-6615

SKYLINE RESTAURANT

241 Chester Street
(540) 636-0056

ROYAL GARDEN RESTAURANT

RESTAURANTS
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Circled numbers indicate Battle of Front Royal stops

Times
:30 :00
:35 :05
:38 :38
:45 :15
:51 :21
:54 :24
:56 :26
:00 :30
:03 :33
:06 :36
:07 :37
:11 :41
:12 :42
:16 :46
:18 :48
:21 :51
:23 :53
:26 :56
:28 :58
:00 :30

Every Hour Between
8:30-11:30 / 1:00-4:00
8:35-11:35 / 1:05-4:05
8:38-11:38 / 1:08-4:08
8:45-11:45 / 1:15-4:15
8:51-11:51 / 1:21-4:21
8:54-11:54 / 1:24-4:24
8:56-11:56 / 1:26-4:26
9:00 - 12:00 / 1:30-4:30
9:03-12:03 / 1:33-4:33
9:06-12:06 / 1:36-4:36
9:07-12:07 / 1:37-4:37
9:11-12:11 / 1:41-4:41
9:12-12:12 / 1:42-4:42
9:16-12:16 / 1:46-4:46
9:18-12:18 / 1:48-4:48
9:21-12:21 / 1:51-4:51
9:23-12:23 / 1:53-4:53
9:26-12:26 / 1:56-4:56
9:28-12:28 / 1:58-4:58
9:30-12:30 / 2:00-5:00
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This black and white ad will
be read
by
about 15,000 peoS
I
533 South Royal Avenue
636-6168
ple (540)
in Front
Royal and Warren
S
M
1600 Shenandoah
County.
ItAvenue
costs a lot less than
(540) 635-3181
S
R
M Give your business
you
think.
622 South Royal Avenue
635-5354 it needs with an
the (540)
boost
S
8
11 South
Street
ad
in
Warren
County’s most
(Intersection of Routes 340 & 55)
(540) 636-4888
popular
newspaper by call(800) 800-8000
-L M at (540) 683-1078 or
ingT53Holly
West 14th Street
(540) 635-4148
Rebecca
at (540) 683-6311.
(800) 230-7349
1801 North Shenandoah Avenue
(540) 635-4101
(800) 487-3529

RELAX INN

10 Commerce Avenue
(540) 635-3161

Bus Stop (540)
Location
635-2196
Visitor’s Center
(800) 766-6748
Royal Hills Apartments
CENTER
CITY M
OTEL
Shenandoah
Commons
Apartments
South Royal Avenue
Royal416
Plaza
(540) 635-4050
Northwestern Community Services
OOL Apartments
HARBOR MOTEL
RoyalCArms
141
West
15thLion
Street
Gateway Plaza / Food
(540) 635-2191
Visitor’s Center
Warren
CountyRGovernment
Center
FRONT
OYAL MOTEL
Park
Department
/ Youth Center
1400
N. Shenandoah
Avenue
Department
of Social
Services
(540)
635-4114
13th Street
Belmont Avenue
H&AMPTON
INN
17th Street
&
Belmont
Avenue
9800 Winchester Road
Senior Center
(540) 635-1882
Warren Memorial
Hospital
(800) Hampton
Kendrick Avenue Apartments
PIONEER MOTEL
The Family Store
541 South Royal Avenue
Samuels Library
(540) 635-4784
Warren County Courthouse
QUALITY INN
Visitor’s Center

1122 North Royal Avenue

BUDGET INN

FRAT Bus Schedule

1525 North Shenandoah Avenue
(540) 635-9447
(800) 461-1720

BLUEMONT INN

(888) 204-4803
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Lacombe returns from space (camp)
Middle school science teacher gets up close look at astronaut training

bit around the moon. Those craft
will finally take man to his closest planetary neighbors, Mars,
and perhaps even to intriguing
moons of planetary neighbors
like Jupiter and Saturn, Europa
and Titan, respectively, both considered possible hosts to some
forms of cellular life.
“Understanding our solar system is understanding how I got
here,” as one earthbound astronomer has pointed out.
Dum-dumm, da DUMM
Bomp-bomp-bomp bomp …

By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
“Space: the final frontier” took
on a whole new meaning for
Warren County Middle School
science teacher John Lacombe
this summer.
Lacombe, a 6th and 7th grade
Physical and Life Sciences teacher, was notified during the Spring
semester that he had been selected as one of only 265 science
and math teachers from a pool of
thousands worldwide to participate in the 2007 Honeywell Educators @ Space Academy program
held from June 18 to June 29, at
the U.S. Space & Rocket Center in
Huntsville, Alabama. The goal is
to provide science teachers with
the hands-on experience to help
bring their classrooms alive to
students, stimulating what could
become a lifelong interest leading
to careers in science related professions.
Lacombe says he has returned
from his week in Huntsville fully
armed with lesson plans and stories to achieve that goal. In fact,
Lacombe says as teachers prepared for the new semester, he
has been able to practice on colleagues eager to hear about his

experience at space camp.
Those stories revolve around
50 hours of classroom, laboratory
and field training, as well as participation in high-performance jet
simulation, scenario-based space
missions, land and water survival
training, and a state-of-the-art
flight dynamics programs.
Lacombe’s group of teachers
heard from Story Musgrave, one
of America’s most experience astronauts, a veteran of two Hubble
Space Telescope repair missions,
as well as former NASA rocket
engineer Homer Hickham. Hickham’s book “Rocket Boys,” about
the stirring of his childhood interest in the exploration of space
at its very dawn while a high

school student in early 1960’s
West Virginia was made into the
highly acclaimed movie “October
Skies.”
Lacombe had already assigned
Hickham’s book to his class last
spring after being notified of his
selection to the Honeywell program. John was well aware of
Hickham’s experiences through
his father, Tom, also a published
author who met Hickham at the
West Virginia Book Fair several
years ago.
NASA plans
Lacombe said his group was
briefed on the next generation
of American space exploration
while in Huntsville. That step
includes the move to a newer
generation of space capsules
launched by Aries rockets. Those
capsules are more like the Apollos that took man to the moon
in the late 1960s and early 1970s,

New Beginnings Community Greetings
“Introducing Your Business to
New Homeowners in our Community”

***

P.O. Box 1025
Front Royal, VA 22630
540 635-8660

than NASA’s current main mode
of space transportation, the more
plane-like – or at least a bullet
with wings like – space shuttle.
While space capsules were derided by top-flight test pilots of
the era, like Chuck Yeager – “a
monkey flew it first” was one Yeager comment immortalized in
the movie “The Right Stuff ” – Lacombe said his group was told
the change is due to both safety
and cost factors.
The Aries capsules will eventually return astronauts to the
moon for the next BIG STEP in
space exploration, NASA told its
teacher space camp guests. In
addition to establishing a base
presence on the moon, that step
is the planned construction of
interplanetary spacecraft in or-

So, around 2010 or thereabouts
just like, if a little later than predicted in Arthur C. Clarke’s classic 1960’s sci-fi novel cum movie
“2001: A Space Odyssey,” we’ll get
to hear Richard Strauss’s classic
chordal opening to “Thus Spake
Zarathustra” as humanity faces
its next step toward the stars, and
possibly a deeper understanding
of from whence we came.
The 26-year-old Lacombe says
his Space Camp experience this
summer has motivated him to
take his own next step, applying
for an advanced astronaut training program for teachers that
could lead … well, a little closer
to space.
And with “2001 Space Odysseys”
on the horizon, who could blame
him if he began dreaming a little
dream of actual space flight?

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC
ROYAL AVENUE TREE IMPROVEMENTS
The Department of Public Works and the Urban Forestry Advisory Commission have identified sixteen (16) trees along North Royal Avenue between
1st and 6th Streets that suffer from poor overall health, decline or excess
lean. After inspection of these trees, the Department and Commission have
determined that removal of these trees is in the best interest of public safety.
As such, the Department has contracted with Pittman Tree and Landscaping, Inc., to remove these hazardous trees. Removal activity is scheduled to
begin in mid September.
Please be advised to drive slowly through these work areas while the trees
are being removed.
Trees to replace the trees removed from the streetscape will be replaced
later in the fall.
If you have any questions about this project, please contact the Department
of Public Works at (540) 635-7819.
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This mock up of the space shuttle, known as The
Pathfinder, was used as a prototype to establish the
logistics of moving the shuttle to and from launch
sites. While it is a true scale model weight and size
wise, Lacombe reports that it has none of the actual
interior of a shuttle in place. All shuttle training at
the camp was done in modules or other section mock
ups.

Lacombe in the Gyro Chair, testing his ability to move in three directions at once
while really going nowhere at all. He reports that while the blood noticeably
rushed from one part of your body to the next, the central axis kept one’s stomach - and guts - relatively stable.

Simply Cedar Log Homes
(local dealer for Katahdin Cedar Log Homes)

As simple as ABC. Affordable – Beautiful - Comfortable
If you’d like more information, contact us @
(540) 636-8400 or simplycedarlogs@aol.com
Dana Edwards is 21 and lives in Front Royal. She works as the testing center
manager at Lord Fairfax Community College and as a server at Royal Oak Tavern.
Dana plans to get married in November to a United States Marine. She also consistently beats her friend Chris Posey at pool.
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The 2,860 pound Solstice’s best feature is handling. With its 35
foot U-turns, it’s not the equal of the Miata or Honda’s S2000, but
it does well for the price.

Thunder road

2008 Pontiac Solstice
By Zane Binder

Just a decade ago, Mazda introduced the Miata, a tiny ragtop
that emulated the look and feel
of classic ‘50s British roadsters.
Seeing its success, other manufacturers rushed to capture part
of the market. Now Pontiac has
introduced the Solstice. It’s built
in two versions, one with a turbocharger. This week, Thunder
Road looks at the base model, at
$22,200 a bargain by today’s standards.
Outside, the Solstice is gorgeous. Inside, you’ll find twin
cloth buckets which are surprisingly comfortable ... if you’re agile enough to clamber in! Luggage space, particularly with the
top down, is nearly nonexistent.
Check before buying! There’s also
no spare, merely a repair kit.
Most people will buy the Solstice solely for its manually-op-

erated cloth top with glass rear
window and standard defogger. It
takes less than a minute to raise

the driver’s seat, you’ll find an adequate number of analog gauges.
There’s a tiny glovebox and lock-

Thunder Road
Preferred Package, $675.
Turning to mechanical equipment, you’ll find the Solstice
loaded. Rear-wheel drive, rackand-pinion tilt power steering,
vacuum-operated 4-wheel disc
brakes, dual airbags, daytime
running lights, a burglar alarm
and more will please.
Underhood is a 2.4 liter, 177 HP
“4.” This fuel-injected, 4-valveper-cylinder inline engine with
variable valve timing is rough
and raucous. Zero to 60 times
averaged 7.9 seconds, the quarter-mile was timed at 15.9. Real
world fuel efficiency was measured at 18 city and 24 highway
(EPA 20/28).
The 2,860 pound Solstice’s best

feature is handling. With its 35
foot U-turns, it’s not the equal of
the Miata or Honda’s S2000, but
it does well for the price. Be sure
to purchase the optional 18-inch
tire and wheel package for $545;
its flash and performance are well
worth the extra cash. Braking is
better than average, but the Solstice’s ride is merely acceptable.
Overall, the base model Solstice
is well suited for around-town
cruisin’. It’s a fine “Sunday” car!
Opossum@ix.netcom.com
(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.

Mechanic’s Corner
or lower; few air leaks were apparent. Body solidity is acceptable, but the heater and air conditioner ($960) are marginal.
Looking toward the dash from

SHOP RATES

able between-seats console. Mediocre cupholders and power
points are standard; electric windows, locks, mirrors and keyfob
entry are all part of the optional

DIRECT BILLING

The computer software on a car carries a program. The
program tells the computer what to do, and when to do it in
a specific sequence. The program is stored in a permanent
memory, which is referred to as Read Only Memory (ROM).
The computer knows only what is placed in its memory.
General Motors has another variation, which is called the
Programmable Read Only Memory (PROM), which can be
readily removed and replaced, while the ROM cannot. This
makes it less expensive if the memory should become defective. Only the PROM has to be replaced, not the entire
microprocessor.

INSURANCE REPLACEMENTS
Full Line of Rental
Cars and Trucks

OPEN 7 DAYS
A WEEK!

540-636-2090
348A COMMERCE AVE
FRONT ROYAL, VA
FAST FREE PICKUP, JUST A PHONE CALL AWAY!

CASH OR CREDIT CARD

VAN RENTALS MOVING TRUCKS
SERVING WARREN, SHENANDOAH,
PAGE AND FREDERICK COUNTIES
WINCHESTER LOCATION: 540-667-8304

MOVING TRUCKS

15 PASSENGER VANS
· SHUTTLE BUSES
· CARGO VANS
· MINIVANS
New Winchester location: 110-7 Featherbed Ln

SUPPLIES

BOXES

LOCAL/ONE-WAY
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Now Open at
NOON on Sunday!
Karaoke Sun - Wed • Dancing Thu, Fri & Sat

The all-new

Union Hall Lounge
Beside

Victoria’s Restaurant

231 Chester Street • Front Royal, VA • (540) 636-6811
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ADVERTISE FOR LESS!
Call (540) 636-1014

Comics

The News at Noon & The Valley Today
The award winning “News at Noon” • 30 minutes of LOCAL news • Weekdays at 12:05 pm
The award winning “The Valley Today” • 30 minutes of LOCAL interviews • Weekdays at 12:30 pm
· local leaders

· philanthropy

· business
· public safety
· round tables
· health
· education

· politics

· issues

· tourism
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John Warner has served this nation and
the Commonwealth with distinction. He is
a patriot, a statesman and a Virginia Gentleman. He also has been a strong partner in
Washington . For more than two decades
he and I have worked on countless projects
together to make this region a better place to
live, work and raise a family. I have long valued Senator Warner’s friendship and counsel. I will miss working with him and I will
miss the experience, knowledge and wisdom
from his more than 30 years in the Senate. I
wish him the best in retirement, but know full
well he will continue to be a force in Virginia
and the nation through his final service in the
U.S. Senate.
Frank Wolf
U.S. House of Representatives
John Warner
John Warner has represented the people
of Virginia with distinction in the United
States Senate for the past twenty nine years.
I commend him for that service.
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gle, these growing populations and regional
economies.
We believe that Virginia’s low electricity
prices have been and are attractive to our
current and prospective businesses; and we
further believe the proposed route will help
to alleviate the current energy congestion
and assist in minimizing potential blackouts,
as suggested by an independent study conducted by the Department of Energy.
Even though the Chamber supports this
initiative, we strongly request the power lines
cause minimal environmental hazards and
impact to our pristine countryside and farming communities.
Thank you.
Sharon Baroncelli
President
Front Royal-Warren County Chamber of
Commerce
Giles B. Cook Post 53, American Legion
Supports the Nation and the Region
Giles B. Cook Post 53, American Legion,
Front Royal, a patriotic, mutual help, war-

Eavesdropping
on Terrorists
Little did they know it, but terrorist
suspects living in Pakistan recently
had their rights to privacy enhanced. It
happened through the magic of adventurous judicial interpretation of an
outdated U.S. law.
Back in 1978, when disco was king
and no one owned a cellular telephone, Congress passed the Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Act. It
sought to constrain the president’s
power to monitor communications for
intelligence purposes here in the U.S.
by requiring him to get a warrant from
a special FISA court. The court would
have to be convinced that there was
probable cause to believe that a target
of surveillance was an “agent of a foreign power.”
Congress didn’t mean to include
overseas communications under the
law. So “wire” communications came
under the law’s purview, but not most
“radio” intercepts, since chatter
abroad was picked up by satellites.
But the law’s drafters weren’t clairvoyants. They presumably didn’t foresee the decline of disco (let alone the
demise of the 8-track tape and the LP)
or, much more importantly, the
telecommunications revolution that
gave us fiber optics and packet switching. Now two people can be talking
overseas — say, from Afghanistan to
Pakistan — and their communication
could travel in a packet of digital data
through U.S. networks, where it can
be conveniently surveilled.
At least in theory. The FISA court

time veterans’ organization, has remained
committed, as in the past, to the community,
state, and nation by continuing to support appropriate local and national programs. The
local post has expanded the Legion motto,
“Still Serving America,” to include “and community.”
The Post 53 family, consisting of Legionnaires, members of the Ladies Auxiliary unit,
and Sons of the American Legion, reached
an all time high this past year by providing
assistance totaling more than $71,000.00 to
veterans and numerous area community programs.
Through many activities sponsored by the
American Legion, our community’s youth
were provided programs to prepare them
to meet the tasks they will face in the years
to come. The Post sponsored young men
and women to American Legion Boys State
and American Legion Auxiliary Girl State,
programs designed to teach the duties and
responsibilities of a franchised citizen; supported our American Legion baseball team,
giving players an opportunity to develop their
skills, leadership qualities and to have fun;
and we are especially proud of supporting
the Front Royal Challenger baseball team.

recently ruled that these entirely foreign-to-foreign communications also
require a warrant.
It won’t always be possible to meet
the probable-cause standard on overseas targets. Information on them
might be third- or fourthhand. Even if
we have the goods, getting a warrant
can take days and requires filing an
application 2 or 3 inches thick. Speed
is of the essence, because terrorists
quickly discard phones after using
them, and we need to act on numbers
found on killed or captured terrorists
before their contacts realize they’ve
been compromised.
According to USA Today, the
administration lost crucial hours getting emergency warrants to monitor
communications we thought could
lead to the Iraqi insurgents who kidnapped three American soldiers back
in May. That our intelligence agencies
have to worry about warrants at all in a
combat setting is testament to the
mind-boggling absurdity of the FISA
regime.
Over the objections of most Democrats, Congress has passed and President Bush has signed a temporary fix
to this mess (it expires in six months).
Foreign-to-foreign intercepts won’t
require a warrant.
One of the Democratic alternatives
to the FISA fix proposed simply hiring
more lawyers for U.S. intelligence.
Democrats have criticized President
Bush’s call to spread liberty abroad as
naive overreach, but it is positively
hardheaded compared with the
Democrats’ campaign to spread U.S.
constitutional rights to foreigners suspected of terrorist ties. Those rights
are meant for people living under and
accepting our government, and
bestowing them on foreign enemies of
the United States only hampers our
ability to fight the war they have
forced on us.
Those terrorist suspects in Pakistan
have no privacy rights we are bound to
respect.
Rich Lowry is editor of the National
Review.
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Other programs supported by Post 53 are
numerous and varied. To name just a few,
they include yearly scholarships to students
of Warren County High School and awards to
students of Randolph Macon Academy; support for the local DARE program, Front Royal
midget football, Disabled American Veterans
Shenandoah Area Agency for the Aging,
Little League baseball, American Legion
Community Band; and donation of American
flags. We also help support high school oratorical contests, the Indigent Children’s Fund,
Middle School Americanism essays, Domestic Violence Shelter, the Military Family Support Program, Honors at Veterans’ funerals,
support to the Martinsburg Veterans Hospital,
funding improvements to playgrounds, sending “care” packages to U.S. troops in Iraq,
and the loan of medical equipment as well as
temporary financial assistance to individuals
and families in need.
Many are surprised to learn that the American flags that are placed around town on special holidays are put there by Post 53 Legion
members who are out early in the mornings
putting up the flags and late in the evening
retrieving them, to ensure that our national

Hugo’s Celebs
Sean Penn spent a week playing
journalist in Venezuela. He was in the
company of Hugo Chavez, a man with
such abiding respect for journalism
that he tries to shut down any news
operation critical of his move toward
tyranny.
Chavez did manage to shut down
RCTV, the country’s oldest and most
popular television network, by denying the renewal of its broadcast
license. RCTV then switched to cable.
And now Chavez is trying to close it
down there too.
But for now RCTV is still in operation, even if with a greatly reduced
audience and under threat. Its status is
indicative of where Venezuela is
under Chavez: a nation whose democratic forces sometimes win and sometimes lose in a struggle to prevent a
president from governing with unrestricted powers and without public
challenges to his policies.
How much of that is going to end up
in whatever story Sean Penn writes?
Penn claimed he was in Venezuela to
take in what was going on and then
write about it. Nothing wrong with
that, ostensibly. It’s what journalists
do.
But journalists are not supposed to
let themselves be used for propaganda. Which is what happened with
Penn’s visit.
The actor and the dictator wannabe
traveled around the countryside in an
open jeep, cameras rolling. Together
they attended rallies where Chavez
made much of the similarities
between his politics and Penn’s, while
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emblem is flying proudly.
Giles B. Cook Post 53 American Legion is looking for veterans who care about
America, veterans and their families, and our
nation’s youth. The Legion invites you to join
now. Membership brings an impressive array of benefits. For details call the Legion
at (540)635-8519 or stop by the Post at 22
West 8th Street in Front Royal and pick up
an application. A DD214 will be required to
verify eligibility. Ladies Auxiliary and Sons of
the American Legion memberships are also
available.
Post 53 shall remain dedicated in the future to serving America, the community, and
actively supporting our troops. We invite the
community to visit the Post 53 booth at he annual downtown Wine and Craft Festival and
the Festival of the Leaves celebrations and
learn of our activities.
Clifton Dick
2nd Vice Commander, Giles B. Cook Post
53, the American Legion
Send your letter to editor@warrencountyreport.com

Penn mostly smiled and nodded
before the cameras. And when Penn
visited Miraflores — the Venezuelan
White House — he didn’t head to a little desk in the pressroom but was given a public welcome and tour. Cameras rolling, of course.
So Penn simply became one more in
the line of celebrities who think dictators are all right, as long as they are on
the left.
Hugo’s list also includes Danny
Glover and Harry Belafonte. But the
Venezuelan strongman has a long way
to go before he can match the master.
Castro’s list has Steven Spielberg,
who called his dinner with Castro “the
eight most important hours of my
life.” It has Jack Nicholson, for whom
Castro is a “genius.” It has Ed Asner,
Naomi Campbell, Kevin Costner,
Leonardo DiCaprio, Woody Harrelson, Spike Lee, Shirley MacLaine,
Kate Moss, Sidney Pollack, Robert
Redford and Oliver Stone, who made
an embarrassingly bad hagiographic
film about the Maximum Leader.
Those celebrities helped forge the
international image of the romantic
revolutionary leading his poor but
proud country against the imperialistas from the north. That legend, so
powerful it lives on even with Castro
so sick he can no longer rule Cuba,
played no small role in allowing the
regime to survive 48 years and counting, and in letting it crush dissent with
impunity.
Now some celebrities are starting to
empower Chavez in a similar way.
Sean Penn can shake things up,
though, if the article he eventually
writes takes a clear-eyed, critical look
at the dictatorship that looms over
Venezuela.
But will anybody be shocked if Penn
ends up writing an embarrassingly
bad hagiographic article about
Chavez?
Roger Hernandez is a syndicated
columnist and writer-in-residence at
New Jersey Institute of Technology.
His latest book is “Cubans in America” (Kensington).
© 2007 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Diversions

Watch out! Your boss is coming around the corner!

Trivia Time
	1. What were Am and Si in the Disney movie, “Lady and the
Tramp”?
2. How old was Elvis when he died?
3. Who said, “Sadness is a cold hot dog and a warm Coke?”
	4. What actor served as a U.S. delegate to the 1978 United Nations
Conference on Disarmament?
5. On what island where Aristotle and Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis
married?
6. What revolutionary kind of tires were announced in Akron,
Ohio, on May 11, 1947?
7. What comedy hour topped the Neilsen ratings from 1968 to
1970?
8. Who hopped aboard the Jefferson Airplane in 1966?
9. What’s the Swedish word for “administration man,” widely adopted by governments?
	10. What did Gerald Ford’s “WIN” buttons stand for?
Trivia Time Answers
	1. Siamese cats; 2. 42; 3. Charlie Brown; 4. Paul Newman; 5. Skorpios; 6. Tubeless; 7. “Laugh-In;” 8. Grace Slick; 9. Ombudsman; 10.
Whip Inflation Now
(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.

You Don’t Say!
The caterpillar of the monarch butterfly will eventually multiply
its original weight by 2,700 times. If a 7-pound newborn human
gained weight at the same rate, as an adult, it would weigh well over
9 tons.
***
Lyndon Baines Johnson was so obsessed with secrecy that he often
wrote “burn this” on personal letters.
***
Dennis Quaid, Val Kilmer, Kirk Douglas, Walter Huston, Victor Mature, Jason Robards, and Caesar Romero have portrayed Wild West
dentist Doc Holliday in films.
***
Actor Robert Mitchum served time on a Georgia chain gang as a
teenager. He had been arrested for vagrancy
***
“King Kong” is the first movie to have its sequel (“Son of Kong”)
released the same year (1933).
***
During World War II, Ellis Island in New York Harbor was a detention
center for illegal or criminal aliens already in the United States. The
Coast Guard also trained recruits there. Following the war, fewer
people were detained, and the facility was closed in 1954. New Jersey
has sovereignty over most of Ellis Island.
***
Executives work an average 57 hours a week, but just 22 percent say
their hours are a major cause of stress.
***
Species of coffee trees can grow as tall as 32 feet, and their leaves
can range in color from purple to yellow. Green is the predominant
color, however.
***
The king crab walks diagonally.
(c) 2007 DBR Media, Inc.

Sports Challenge by Walter Branch
	1. What European country was the only non-Communist nation to finish in the top eight in the 1980
Summer Olympics medal count?
2. What mountain range was American Mary Margaret Goodwin the first to complete a 3,000-mile
run through?
3. What pitcher was known in Boston as “The Rocket?”
	4. What Iron Curtain country spent $250,000 studying bobsled technology in 1988?
5. What baseball player’s 1984 no-hitter was the first for a New York Yankee since Don Larsen’s in
1956?
6. What baseball team’s players were taught a course in “the art of dealing with the media” by Andrea
Kirby in 1986?
7. What former Monday Night Football commentator warned: “The higher you climb the flagpole, the
more people see your rear end?”
8. What Notre Dame football couch observed: “When all is said and done, more is said than done?”
9. What 40-year-old quarterback was released by the L.A. Raiders in 1988?
	10. What golfer quipped: “My family was so poor, we couldn’t afford any kids. The lady next door had
me?”
Sports Challenge Answers
	1. Italy; 2. The Himalayas; 3. Roger Clemens; 4. East Germany; 5. Dave Righetti’s; 6. The New York Mets;
7. Don Meredith; 8. Lou Holtz; 9. Jim Plunkett; 10. Lee Trevino

Quotes
“(My father) taught me two things about bills;
always query them and never pay till you have no
alternative.” - Miles Kington
***
“Democracy means government by discussion,
but it is only effective if you can stop people talking.”
- Clement Attlee
***
“A person whom we know well enough to borrow
from, but not well enough to lend to. A degree of
friendship called slight when its object is poor or
obscure, and intimate when he is rich or famous.”
- Ambrose Bierce
***
“Perennials are the ones that grow like weeds,
biennials are the ones that die this year instead of
next, and hardy annuals are the ones that never
come up at all.” - Katharine Whitehorn

***
“Growing old is like being increasingly penalized
for a crime you haven’t committed.” - Anthony
Powell
***
“Sometimes poetry is emotion recollected in a
highly emotional state.” - Wendy Cope
***
“From politics, it was an easy step to silence.”
- Jane Austen
***
“He wrapped himself in quotations - as a beggar
would enfold himself in the purple of emperors.”
- Rudyard Kipling
***
“I love sleep because it is both pleasant and safe
to use.” - Fran Lebowitz
***
“When women kiss, it always reminds one of
prize-fighters shaking hands.” - H.L. Mencken

A Look Back This Week
On September 8, 1565, Pedro Menendez founded St. Augustine, Fla. ... September 5, 1774, the first
Continental Congress convened in Philadelphia for the purpose of calling for civil disobedience against
the British ... September 3, 1783, Great Britain and the U.S. signed a peace treaty in Paris wherein Britain recognized the independence of the new nation ... September 5, 1795, the U.S. bought peace from
Algerian pirates by paying $1 million in ransom for 115 seamen; this was followed by annual tributes ...
September 9, 1850, Senator Henry Clay’s Compromise of 1850 admitted California as the 31st state with
slavery forbidden; made Utah and New Mexico territories; made the Fugitive Slave Law more harsh; and
ended the District of Columbia’s slave trade ... September 4, 1886, the Apache Indian Geronimo surrendered ... September 8, 1935, Senator Huey Long of Louisiana, a national political leader, was assassinated
... September 5, 1939, the U.S. declared its neutrality in the European war ... September 3, 1940, the U.S.
announced the transfer of 50 overaged destroyers to Great Britain ... September 3, 1943, the U.S. and
Britain invaded the mainland of Italy ... September 8, 1945, U.S. forces entered Korea south of the 38th
parallel to displace the Japanese ... September 9, 1945, General Douglas MacArthur took over the supervision of Japan ... September 4, 1951, transcontinental television began with an address by President
Truman at the Japanese Peace Treaty Conference in San Francisco ... September 8, 1954, the Southeast
Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO) was formed by a defense pact signed in Manila by the U.S., Britain,
France, Australia, New Zealand, the Philippines, Pakistan, and Thailand ... September 4, 1957, National
Guardsmen were called out by Arkansas Gov. Orval Faubus to bar nine black students from entering
an all-white high school in Little Rock ... September 8, 1974, President Ford issued a pardon to former
President Richard Nixon for any federal crimes he may have committed while president ... September
4, 2002, President Bush said that he would seek congressional approval for any military action against
Iraq.
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Puzzles
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Puzzles

This issue’s crossword puzzle theme is “Fingers and toes.” The solution is on page 38. NO
PEEKING!!!

ACROSS
1 Tyler or Kennedy
5 City in France
10 Of Pius X
15 Ali __
19 Ms. Adams
20 Raises
21 Get rid of
22 Old TV sitcom
23 Obey well
25 Having feet that
turn inward
27 Mortarboard donners: abbr.
28 Lulu
29 Part of a church
30 Main line
31 Quarrel
32 Misrepresent
34 Famed killer
36 Easter items
39 __ Carlo

40 Of great height
41 Ladylike: abbr.
44 USNA, for one
45 Amenities often provided
for BBQ rib eaters
47 “__ to Extremes”; ‘90
Billy Joel hit
48 Invented
49 Veil material
50 La corrida cries
51 Actress Swenson
52 Carter’s girl
53 Possesses some means
of gaining entry
57 Crocodile Dundee
58 TKO caller
59 Gal. or qt.
60 Under __; hidden
61 Those beyond help
62 Tiny amount
64 Stringed instruments

65 Fibber
66 Film festival site
68 Douse
69 French pronoun
70 12-hr. periods
73 Stormed
74 Daub in color
77 Musical abbr.
78 Son of Zeus
79 Metallic element
80 Sign
81 Word with Kansas or Oklahoma
82 High, rocky hill
83 Bodies of water in New York
87 About
88 Letters
89 __ Domini
90 Roof parts
91 Footwear for Gretzky
93 Work units
94 Following

95 Columbus’ place
96 Become terribly afraid
99 Downcast
100 Imperfection
101 Suffix for insist or differ
104 Alert
107 James Bond film
110 Nerve network
111 Londoner’s change
112 Braid
113 Sickness
114 “__ the night before...”
115 At __ for words
116 Big band instruments
117 Computer’s memory unit
DOWN
1 New York __
2 Essence
3 Skedaddles
4 Gross minus expenses

5 Stadiums
6 Rent for a second time
7 Den
8 Sea eagle
9 Wind direction: abbr.
10 More energetic
11 Come up
12 Messenger
13 Enzyme suffix
14 Sign of summer?
15 Start of a state capital
16 Hombre’s love
17 Red edible
18 “...two turtle doves, __...”
24 Bob __
26 Hardware store buys
29 Old man: Ger.
31 Hip’s location
32 Actress Lisa
33 High school subj.
34 Made a bird’s sound
35 “__ well that ends...”
36 Texas county
37 “__, I saw, I...”
38 Small pastries
39 Crystallized mineral
40 Charges to pass
41 Identification mark
42 Actress Samantha
43 Sorrowful sounds
45 Hasty
46 Big-eyed Betty’s kin
49 Tibetan clerics
51 Island off Scotland
53 Despised
54 Due
55 Jagged
56 In better health
57 Use a pulley
61 Close
63 Wallet items
64 Man’s nickname
66 Orange holder
67 Burr, for example
68 Quartet drummer
69 Is prone
71 British bishop’s accessory
72 Eyelid woes
74 Laplanders
75 Card game
76 Singing family of the 1950s
79 Pizzazz
81 Farewell
83 Obvious pretense
84 Will not accept
85 Past midnight
86 Prayer opener
91 Mine entrances
92 Bird or fruit
93 German articles
94 Guinness and namesakes
95 Nostalgic song
96 Landing place
97 Once more
98 __ bene
99 Last name for a
‘60s/’70s duo
100 Linen source
101 Like an omelet
102 Asexual: abbr.
103 Shade producer
105 Swirling waters
106 __ Aviv
107 Docs
108 Ending for Motor or pay
109 Catch
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Activities and events
Tree Classes
9/11/2007 - 10/23/2007

Tradefest
9/18/2007 - 9/19/2007

You are invited to the Musical Concert
Series sponsored by the Royal Plaza
Merchant Association to be held at
Royal Plaza located on South Street.
This event is FREE.

“All About Trees” classes will be held
at the Warren County Government
Center in Front Royal Tuesdays 7-9
p.m. Included are five half-day, handson Saturday sessions. Cost: $50.
Contact Herb at 636-9984 or John at
631-9025 or email frwctreestewards@
comcast.com

The region’s premier business to
business and community networking
event. A unique opportunity offered
to both businesses and the general
public to network and gain knowledge
of the latest products, services and
trends available in our region. This
event will be held at Bowling Green
Country Club. More information is
available at (540)635-3185.

Punt, Pass & Kick
9/8/2007 - 9:00am
Warren County Parks and Recreation
Department to host NFL Pepsi Punt,
Pass & Kick Competition at the Miller
Park on the RE Mason Field. Registration begins at 8:30am. Young pro
football fans will have the opportunity
to exhibit their football skills. The competition is FREE and open to boys and
girls ages 8 - 15 as of December 31,
2007. Forms available at the Warren
County Parks and Recreation Department. Please call 635-7750 for more
information.
Public Meeting
9/11/2007 - 7:00pm
The Front Royal Department of Public
Works will conduct a meeting tonight
for the proposed Royal Avenue Tree
Improvements project in the Town Hall
Conference Room. For more information please contact the Public Works
Department at (540)635-7819.

Turkey Shoot
9/15/2007 - 12:00 Noon - 6:00 PM
Izaak Walton League Park on Gooney
Loop in Browntown, VA. Proceeds will
fund scholarships for our high school
seniors. No alcohol or sleeved guns
please. Food and drinks available beginning at noon.
Company Cabaret: Songs we’ll
never sing
9/14/2007 - 9/15/2007
10:15 PM
Curtain Call Café at the Royal Phoenix. Free Admission. Concessions
available. The Cabaret will following
the Fri & Saturday night performances
of “Forever Plaid.” Wayside Theatre’s
staff perform a variety of different musical numbers not intended for them,
including an all-female “remix” version
of “Forever Plaid!” Come enjoy a night
of musical comedy and fun.

ADVERTISE FOR LESS!
Call (540) 683-1078

Bluegrass Party
9/21/2007 - 7:00pm - 10:00pm
You are invited to the Browntown
Bluegrass Pickin’ Party tonight at the
Browntown Community Center. Listen
to gospel and old time music. Admission is FREE. All levels of musicians
are welcome. Acoustic instruments
only. Food/drink are available for purchase. All proceeds benefit the Browntown Community Center. For more
information please contact (540)7784777 or (540)636-3588. (Note that
September’s Browntown Bluegrass is
the 3rd Friday for this month only. All
other months will continue to be the
2nd Friday.)
Moms Club Open House
9/27/2007 - 10:15 am - Noon
The Raymond E. Santmyers Youth

Center (Located off Commerce Ave.
at 200 E. 8t h St. in Front Royal, next
to Marlow Motors). For any mom from
the Front Royal or surrounding areas
who spends sometime at home with
their child/children during the work
week. The Mothers Offering Mothers
Support Club of Front Royal would
like to invite any area mother who is
home sometime during the week with
their child to come and meet us at our
Open House. We are a great link to
the community via playgroups, park
days, field trip days, holiday parties,
etc. Come check us out.
Hoe Down
9/29/2007 - 6:00pm
Be a Patron Saint and the “Saints at
the Ranch Old Fashioned Hoe Down”
to benefit the Saint Luke Community
Clinic. It will be held at the LeHew
“Ranch” located on Ashby Station
Road. For more information please
call (540)636-4235 or visit www.stlukeclinic.org.
Autumn Conservation Festival
10/6/2007 - 10/7/2007
Enjoy the Washington National Zoo/
Smithsonian Conservation Research
Center’s Annual Festival. The Center is located on Remount Road. For
more information please call (540)6356540.

ADVERTISE FOR LESS!
Call (540) 636-1014

Musical Concert
9/8/2007 - 6:00pm - 7:00pm

COLUMBUS DAY
Town Holiday
10/8/2007
COLUMBUS DAY - The Town of
Front Royal business offices will be
closed today. Trash, Yard Waste and
Recycling pick-up for this day will be
Wednesday, October 10.
Festival of Leaves Event
10/12/2007 - 6:00pm - 11:00pm
Enjoy the beginning of the annual Festival of Leaves with a music program
and kids rides tonight at the Gazebo
area located at Main and Chester
Streets. For more information please
call (540)636-1466.
Bluegrass Party
10/12/2007 - 7:00pm - 10:00pm
You are invited to the Browntown
Bluegrass Pickin’ Party tonight at the
Browntown Community Center. Listen
to gospel and old time music. Admission is FREE. All levels of musicians
are welcome. Acoustic instruments
only. Food/drink are available for purchase. All proceeds benefit the Browntown Community Center. For more
information please contact (540)7784777 or (540)636-3588.
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Classifieds
BICYCLES
[List your classified advertising by calling Melissa at
(540) 636-1014.]
_____________________
21 SPEED. $80/BO. Ask
for Mike. (540) 662-6048
or (540) 327-7584

COLLECTIBLES
SALT & PEPPER SHAKERS. 440 shakers. Would
like to sell all for one price.
Best offer. (540) 6362798.

GO-CARTS
1999 BANDIT Boss SST.
Race ready. Lots of extras
included. MSTA
(540) 635-7824

SERVICES
AVAILABLE
C & F PAINTING. Interior/exterior. Small drywall
repair. Fence Painting.
FREE ESTIMATES. Call
(540) 635-2859.
_____________________
CLEAN HOUSES. No
need to do it yourself.
References and rates you
can afford. Call evenings.
(540) 635-2518.
_____________________
HANDYMAN SERVICES.
Remodeling,
drywall,
painting, small jobs. Parkside Renovations, Donald
Quarton. (540) 635-1943.
_____________________
HOME IMPROVEMENT.
Carpentry, construction,
additions. Experienced.
Quality work you’ll be
proud of. Osbourne Henry
Jr. (540) 636-3647.
_____________________
WILL DO ALL ODD JOBS.
Clean basement or attic.
Will take old furniture to
landfill. Mowing, etc. Ask
for Mike. (540) 662-6048
or (540) 327-7584.

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT
Page
Shenandoah
Shenandoah
Shenandoah
Warren
Warren
Warren
County
County
County
County
County
County
County
transactions;
greeting cliitions. Various days and
hours required. Call (540)
722-3415 and mention
VA7074280.
_____________________
LINE COOK needed in
Luray. Seasonal position
thru 11/25/07. Need 1 yr.
experience and 8 yr. education. Produce all orders
on an ala carte basis and
help prepare for all other
menu items. Must work
well with other kitchen and
restaurant staff and maintain clean and sanitary
conditions. Lift 20 pounds
frequently and work various days and weekends.
Full time 1st shift position
is open. Benefits after 90
days. Call (540) 722-3415
and mention
VA7074300.
_____________________
MAINTENANCE TECH
needed in Luray. High
school education required. Full time postion
with 40 hours. Multiple
shifts.
Maintain compressed air systems, boilers, and HVAC. Call (540)
722-3415 and mention
VA7071399.
_____________________
MAINTENANCE WORKER needed in Luray. 8 yrs.
education required with 1
yr. experience. Temp job
ends 11/25/07 Full time
with a 40 hr. week. Maintain all facilities on the
property including guest
rooms, employee housing, office and restaurant
buildings. Plumbing, electrical, and carpentry work
required. Able to walk,
bend, twist, lift 20 pounds
often, squat, crawl,. Use
tools needed to do the
work. Valid drivers license
necessary.
Call (540)
722-3415 and mention
VA7082243.

EMPLOYMENT
EMPLOYMENT
Page
Shenandoah
County
County

DISHWASHER needed
in Luray. Education required: 8 yrs. Experience
required 1 yr. Full time
positon with multiple shifts.
Seasonal position running
thru 11/04/07 Hourly wage
depends on experience.
Must maintain clean and
sanitary work area/cond-

ASSISTANT MANAGER
needed in Middletown.
$25,000 per year. 40
hrs wk. assist manager
in all aspects of running
restaurant,team
training,shift
operations,paper work; keeping safe, clean working

environment; f/t; days &
hours will vary able to lift
25 lbs; use computer (general knowledge) mail, fax,
e-mail resume. Call (540)
722-3415 and mention
VA7074413.
_____________________
FRUIT FARM WORKER
II needed in Timberville.
$9.02 hr. Full time 1st shift
40 hrs. Seasonal work thru
11/12/07. Perform orchard
duties including tilling soil,
planting trees, weeding,
pruning, cultivating, picking and spraying as necessary. Workers will assist
in frost control, irrigation,
building of fruit trellises,
repairing fences, loading
and unloading truck. Call
(540) 722-3415 and mention VA6123614.
_____________________
HR CLERK needed in Edinburg. human resources
clerk needed for poultry
processor. work m-f,1st
shift, associates degree
and 24 months experience
preferred. must be computer literate and be bilingual
in english/spanish. pay
doe . apply directly to plant
or ap ply @ h’burg vec office. Call (540) 722-3415
and mention VA7070783.
_____________________
MAINTENANCE&
GROUNDS WORKERS
needed in Woodstock.
High school education. 1
yr. experience required.
Full time positon with 40
hrs. For 88 unit complex
repair heating, lighting,
appliances, and plumbing. General carpentry
repair, snow removal and
trash control, painting,
cleaning, lawn and pool
maintenance. Be bondable and able and able to
work with all ethnic and
family backgrounds. Bilingual preferred. Call (540)
722-3415 and mention
VA7071200.
_____________________
PRODUCTION
LINE
WORKERS
NEEDED
for poultry processor in
Edinburg. Work MondayFriday 40+ hrs. per week.
1st, 2nd, and 3rd shifts
available. $8.65 per hr.
with pay increase to $9.95
after 30 day probation.
Benefits: vacation, Health,
Major Medical, Prescrip-

tion, Dental, and Optical
Plans.
Transportation
provided from Winchester.
Weekend work required.
Interview at Winchester
VEC 9/5 Ref. VA7084359
_____________________
PROPANE
DELIVERY
DRIVER needed in Mt.
Jackson. Required job site
is Strasburg. High school
education Full time 40 hrs.
$10.50 hourly. Deliver
to residential and commercial accounts. Must
be willing to obtain CDL
with hazardous material
endorsement. MondayFriday 7am-5pm. Benefits
include Medical, Optical,
Life, Vacation, 401K. Drug
testing required.
Call
(540) 722-3415 and mention VA7084822.
_____________________
PROPANE INSTALLER
needed in Mt. Jackson.
High school degree education. Required job site
is Strasburg. Install gas
lines and propane tanks to
residential and commercial
accounts. Monday-Friday
7am-5pm. Benefits include Medical, Optical,
Life, Vacation, 401K. Drug
testing required.
Call
(540) 722-3415 and mention VA7084888.
_____________________
SECURITY OFFICERS
needed in Shenandoah
County. High School degree required. Full and
part time postiions available. $12.00 per hr. Will
monitor traffic control,
work the gatehouse, walk
patrols, monitor activity on
closed circuit tv. Capable
of physical activity, tolerate
variations in weather,. Security, military, or law enforcement a plus. No criminal history. Drug testing
required. Lift 20 pounds.
Call (540) 722-3415 and
mention VA7073718.
_____________________
WAREHOUSE SUPERVISOR needed in Strasburg.
16 yrs. education with 1-3
yrs. experience. Full time
40 hrs. Supervise workers
in temperature controlled
warehousing/distribution
environment. Assist in hiring, training, and coaching
team members. Schedule
and estimate requirements
for job completion. Set

goals/provide reports,
problem solve, insure
compliance with OSHA
& other policies. Salary to $45,000. Call (540)
722-3415 and mention
VA7081588.

EMPLOYMENT
Warren
County
[List your employment by
calling Melissa at (540)
636-1014.]
_____________________
ASSISTANT MANAGER
needed in Front Royal.
Education needed 12
years. Customer service.
Supervise 5-10 employees
per shift. Train employees,
perform inventory, scheduling, cash handling, &
paperwork. Help general
Manager. Have good math
skills & basic computer
skills. Will train on companies computer programs.
Handle 453 Days/Hours
vary with 45 hours weekly.
Pay to $25/Yr. DOE. Call
(540) 722-3415 and mention VA7084028.
____________________
CDL CLASS A DRIVERS
needed for over the road
freight hauls and local
trash hauls. 2 years of 18
wheeler experience and
copy of official DMV record required.Drug test required. Salary to $52,000
depending on experience.
Warrenton, VA. Call (540)
722-3415 and mention
VA7074532.
____________________
OFFICE
EQUIPMENT
SPECIALIST needed in
Front Royal. $7.00 per
hour. 1 yr exp. Lead,train
and coach sales associates assigned to office
equipment. Maintain presentation standards. Set
up ad & circular merchandise. Assist customers on
the sales floor. Maintain
selling culture. May lift
up to 25 lbs. Call (540)
722-3415 and mention
VA7071042.
____________________
PACKERS needed in
Winchester. Fast-paced
production environment.
Duties include: packaging, inspecting product,
assembling boxes, etc.

1 yr. experience. 10th
grade education needed.
Temp to full time position
. Monday- Friday 40 hr.
work week with overtime
required on weekends.
Salary $11.00 hourly. Benefits upon permanent hire
after 90 days. 1st and 2nd
shift available. Call (540)
722-3415 and mention
VA7082811.
_____________________
PRIVATE
BANKER
needed in Winchester. 16
years education required
and 3-5 years experience
desired. Full time position.
Responsible for iddentifying, soliciting, servicing,
delivering, plus coordinating broad range of financial products and services
to assigned clients. Must
develop and approve
retail loans, evaluate/extend credit, and develop
additional business. Salary to $74,000. Call (540)
722-3415 and mention
VA7081840.

RELATIONSHIP BANKER needed in Winchester.
14 yrs. educatin required.
Full time postion. Duties
include: initiate, develop,
and manage long-tterm
relationships with clients;
identify and address client needs; refer clients
for loan, investments,
insurance service, etc.
Responsible for attending
applicable training classes
and keeping abreast of
company policy and procedure changes. Basic
computer skills required.
Salary to $36,00 per yr.
Call (540) 722-3415 and
mention VA7081844.
_____________________
SALES REPS needed in
Front Royal. Call (540)
683-1078.
_____________________
TELLER needed in Winchester. Part-time. 30 hrs.
days and hours willvary.
12 yrs. education required.
Duties include: providing
proffessional cclient services; accurate customer

ents, accepting deposits,
verifying cash, cashing
checks, preparing daily
balance. Must be able to
use office machines, perform basic math functions,
and complete bank teller
training program.
pay
to $12.40 per hour. Call
(540) 722-3415 and mention VA7084348.
_____________________
TOW TRUCK DRIVER.
$10 PER HOUR. Full-time.
Automotive repair & towing co. has (2) openings
for tow truck & flatbed operators to recover disabled
vehicles. Also capable
of changing tires, jump
starts, & recovery of accident vehicles. Will train
qualified individuals. F/T
day will vary noon to 9 pm.
Pay based on experience
plus commission. CDL not
required but helpful. Benefits. Call (540) 722-3415
and mention VA7071377.

Classified Ads
That Work
Call Melissa at (540) 636-1014
melissawcr@yahoo.com
Classified Text Ads (5 line minimum)
Open rate $1 per line
6 consecutive issues $ .92 per line
12 issues in same year $ .88 per line
12 consecutive issues $ .85 per line
Full year - 24 issues $ .62 per line
Classified Display Ads
Open Rate $6.50 per column inch
6 consecutive issues $6.00 per column inch
12 issues in same year $5.75 per column inch
12 consecutive issues $5.50 per column inch
Full year - 24 issues $4.00 per column inch
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Reliance Woods
A beautiful wooded environment with nearby golf, two new shopping centers, and
the historic Shenandoah River. Did we mention it’s just 2 miles from I-66? Who
says you can’t have it all!

Only 14 lots remain!
Enjoy serenity and peace in this new subdivision in highly sought-after Warren
County. Estate lots range from 2 to 6 acres. Live just 2 miles from I-66. Relax just
minutes away from 5 golf courses. Only 14 lots remain. Claim yours before they
are gone forever!

(540) 631-8989 • (540) 305-9678
Attention Developers! Call for information on two other hot properties:
• 5 lot subdivision in Warren County
• 28 townhouse lot subdivision in Page County

