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The goal is to provide power to investors at stable costs not subject to market fluctuations. At an
earlier work session explaining the hydro project, Director of Energy Services Waltz pointed out
that AMP-Ohio also has a wind-powered project under way.

Front Royal

Town adds hydro power to AMP-Ohio contract
BAR ruling on Historic District property poised for reversal on appeal
By Greg Johnson
Warren County Report
On Nov. 24 the Front Royal
Town Council began to follow
through on its promise to include
an exploration of alternative energy sources as a supplement to its
earlier contract to provide power
through its electric department
by investing in construction of a
new coal-fired power plant in the
Ohio Valley.
In this case the promise was
relatively easy to keep since the
source of a Hydro-electric project on the Ohio River approved
by council is being developed by
the same AMP-Ohio company
the town has contracted with for
the long-term production of coal
power.
In January the previous council
voted 4-2, Brooks and Grady dissenting, to invest in a coal-fired
plant scheduled to go on line in
2010-11. That plant is projected to
produce 6,000 kilowatts of power
to help cover the town’s base load
needs. The hyrdo-electric project
approved by a unanimous vote on
first reading Nov. 24, is slated to
add 3,900 kilowatts to the town’s
base load needs. A second vote
finalizing approval was taken at a
special meeting on Dec. 1. Both
votes were without dissent. The
hydro power will be produced by
a dam built on the Ohio River.
With energy costs rising and
forecast to continue to do so,
Councilman Tom Sayre stated
that as much as $6 million in savings to the citizens of Front Royal
could be realized over the life of
the 50-year AMP-Ohio contract.
Vice Mayor Bret Hrbek and Sayre
thanked the Director of Energy
Services Joe Waltz for bringing
the AMP-Ohio project to the

councils’ attention.
AMP-Ohio is a consortium of
municipal investors in a powergenerating project in the Ohio
Valley using a combination of
new and established generating
sources.
The goal is to provide power to
investors at stable costs not subject to market fluctuations. At an
earlier work session explaining
the hydro project, Waltz pointed
out that AMP-Ohio also has a
wind-powered project under way.
However, the town came into the
AMP-Ohio group to late to invest
in that project.
Greenan & BAR appointments
Michael V. Greenan appeared
before council to appeal a Board
of Architectural Review rejection
of his proposed improvements to
an old residence at 227 S. Royal
Ave. in the town’s Historic District.
The BAR denied a permit primarily because of non-retention

of existing window treatments
at the front of the house, which
Greenan estimated dated back to
around 1885. Greenan proposed
to replace the old, deteriorating,
if decorative windows with new
vinyl molding. Greenan, who reposed the property after a buyer
defaulted and let the house fall
into increased disrepair, also
planned to remove old asphalt
siding with what he termed “a
high quality” vinyl clapboard siding. Questioned about the vinyl’s
durability, Greenan estimated
it would last for 30 to 40 years.
However, his plan to cover existing German siding drew the
ire of a 3-2 BAR majority. That
majority, including BAR Chair
Patricia Failmezger, felt the property’s historic character, in this
case a more ornate “gingerbread”
filigree around the old window
frames.
But Greenan pointed to the
character of the neighborhood,
which includes modern, brick
apartments, the now vacant
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Parker’s Automotive, an automotive dealership and commercial
strip center.
“To get away from equal protection under the law and all the
legal mumbo jumbo,” Greenan,
himself an attorney, told council, “to be fair I think I should be
treated like everyone else and be
allowed to improve this property
… This will stay pretty for a long,
long time. I don’t’ think because
I don’t do those cute, little curly
Q’s I shouldn’t be allowed to do
this.”
Greenan admitted his proposals were cost savers, but stated he
was going to lose money any way
due to the condition the failed
purchaser had left the building
in.
Council’s consensus seemed
to be in support of Greenan.
Vice Mayor Bret Hrbek asked if
a vote could be taken that night,

rather than at the next meeting
as scheduled. He was told codes
mandated the gap in the appeals
hearing and a vote.
“It bothers me that we are
spending time on this,” Hrbek
said. “It’s your property … I will
give you my support.”
Councilman Shae Parker, whose
father owned Parker’s Automotive, appeared satisfied when
Greenan responded in the affirmative to a question on retaining
the front porch.
Perhaps coincidentally, council later appointed John Stann to
fill Failmezger’s now vacant BAR
seat. While Failmezger had interviewed for reappointment she
apparently resigned several days
earlier, perhaps seeing the writing on the wall that reappointment was not looming. Also reappointed to the BAR that night
was Greg Harold.
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“I think Mike’s integrity is just fine. Nothing he has done would make me question his integrity …
I think it’s a shame this has come up because it reflects back on the town; and it’s something that
should never have been brought up publicly.” – Front Royal Mayor Eugene Tewalt

Rotary Club drama

Can’t we all just be civic, err – I mean civil?
FR Rotary’s rejection of town manager raises moral, political questions

Town manager Michael Graham (left) was defended
by Mayor Eugene Tewalt (right) after being blackballed by Front Royal’s formerly non-controversial
Rotary Club
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
I love the smell of civic unrest
on Thanksgiving morning – it
smells like the tabloid fodder of
small-town politics right here
in River City and the County of
Warren.
The published revelation Turkey Day morning 2008 that Front
Royal Town Manager Michael
Graham was denied membership in the Front Royal Rotary
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Club over three months earlier
has created ripples throughout
the community. Former Front
Royal Mayor and Rotary member James Eastham confirmed
on Nov. 28 that he had submitted
Graham’s name for membership
in Front Royal Rotary in early
July shortly after he left office.
After two, two-year terms, Eastham did not seek reelection this
spring. But Eastham was mayor
when Graham was hired in October 2006 and worked closely with
him until leaving office July 1.
Eastham said as Graham’s sponsor he was informed by letter in
mid-August that Rotary’s selection board had rejected Graham
as a member.
“All it said was that he was rejected – there was nothing about
integrity or any reason given,”
Eastham said. In the Thanksgiving Day, page B1 story in the
Northern Virginia Daily Rotary

President Glenn Murphy was
quoted citing three separate “issues of integrity” raised by three
different members of the Rotary
board responsible for membership decisions. Murphy declined
to comment further on the issues of integrity or who raised
them. Murphy succeeded Warren County Administrator Doug
Stanley as FR Rotary president on
July 1.
Sources told this paper the
membership committee is comprised of Stanley, Murphy, WC
Schools Superintendent Pamela
McInnis, WC Planning Commission member David McDaniel, Pond-Athey-Athey-Pond attorney J. Daniel Pond III, Marty
Zuckerman, Michael Williams
and Betsy Blauvelt. Murphy told
the Daily the vote was unanimous
with one abstention. He did not
identify the abstention. Contacted about the issue, Murphy and
Stanley declined to comment.
Citing Rotary tradition, Eastham said the matter should have
remained private. He expressed
some distress that the matter, including details he had not even
been made aware of, had become
public. Other Rotarians have
noted that membership nominations are often made without
the knowledge of the nominated
person so they are spared the assumed emotional scarring rejection by the business networking,
civic organization might bring
– ouch!
Eastham, like current Front
Royal Mayor Eugene Tewalt, also
a FR Rotarian, defended Graham
and his performance as town
manager.
“I think Mike’s integrity is just
fine. Nothing he has done would

Does your dog need a midday

make me question his integrity,”
Tewalt, who was a councilman
when Graham was hired in 2006,
said. “I think he’s done a good job
as town manager and I think he
will continue to do a good job
as town manager. I think it’s a
shame this has come up because
it reflects back on the town; and
it’s something that should never
have been brought up publicly.”
Eastham noted that municipal
officials like town managers often
make enemies as a consequence
of their role in government
– “That’s why town managers
have an average life span of about
three or four years,” Eastham observed.
Asked if he felt he had ethical
issues or that the Rotary snub
could have been politically motivated, Graham said, “I have no
idea what they are talking about
and without knowing more detail
I can’t really comment. Rotary’s
a good organization. They do a
lot of good in the community. It’s
a club and they select who they
want to be in the club. There are
other civic organizations that
also do a lot of good in the community and I hope to get involved
with one of those.”
As reported elsewhere in this

issue there are a number of current topics of contention between
the town and county. Those include possession of a $40,000
bequeathment made to the town
“or its successor” for the funding
of free, swimming lessons to the
community’s youth back in 1991.
Stanley and Graham have butted
heads on that one since January
2007, along with the town and
county’s legal staffs. Also in dispute for about two years is the
town’s ability to undercut private
trash haulers for contracts with
commercial businesses because
they are not charged a tipping fee
at the county dump. The county
administration has threatened
to initiate a tipping fee on town
trash trucks since July 2007 unless the town stops taking commercial clients. The town administration has continued to ask the
county for more time to study the
situation.
Could these be matters of personal integrity or simply the basis
for personal vendettas stemming
from the infighting of municipal
political business as usual? – Boy,
I really can’t wait for that first
2009 town-county liaison committee meeting … “Get your Red
Bulls and popcorn right here!!!
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Front Royal

“When I was young and immature and first started in public life, I occasionally had the tendency to try
and shift blame for my own missteps to other people and other institutions of government … I’ve come to
realize your constituents want you to focus on solving the problems that confront you – not assign blame
to others.” – Del. Clifford L. “Clay” Athey

Hrbek fingers Athey as catalyst on voting rights query
‘Not our can of worms’ Front Royal’s vice mayor asserts of AG opinion
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

Front Royal Vice Mayor Bret
Hrbek went on the offensive in
defense of the town government
at the outset of the Nov. 24 Front
Royal Town Council meeting.
During the council queries and
concerns portion of the meeting, Hrbek cited Warren County
Report’s last edition (Late Nov.)
cover story “Town opens legislative can of worms” concerning
the voting rights of appointed
members of elected municipal
governing bodies.
Hrbek stated that rather than
the town government, 10th District Delegate Clifford L. “Clay”
Athey had opened the referenced
can of legal and legislative questions on whether towns, cities
and counties across the Commonwealth of Virginia have been
approving – or disapproving as
the case may be – certain crucial
items of municipal business for
years. Those items include financial appropriations over $500, the
issuance of bonds, annexation,
property sales, and awarding
franchises.
As pointed out in the page 3
story of our last issue written by
yours truly, Athey requested an
opinion from the Richmond office of Virginia Attorney General
Robert J. McDonnell on the matter. Athey’s request came as a result of a request by Councilman
Tom Sayre. Sayre explained he
sought the AG opinion through
Athey in the wake of council and
town staff discussion of the matter. That discussion led Town
Attorney Tom Robinett, who
brought the issue to council’s at-

tention, to seek an informal opinion from the local office of a McDonnell staffer located in Fairfax.
That opinion upheld Robinett’s
contention that recently-appointed Councilman Shae Parker
could not vote on the above-cited
municipal matters state codes say
must be approved by a majority
of “elected members” of those
bodies.
However, citing an earlier
(1975) Virginia attorney general’s
opinion that “appointed” by the
other members of the governing
body fit the state constitution’s
criteria of who is an “elected”
member, Sayre, the only attorney
on council, sought a more official opinion from the AG’s office.
Sayre also noted a 26th Judicial
District Circuit Court ruling in
Rockingham County upholding
the 1975 AG opinion.
In her informal notice to Athey
of a pending official AG opinion
from McDonnell on the matter,
Senior AG Counsel Stephanie L
Hamlett acknowledged the earlier opinion and court ruling. The
1975 AG opinion “is expressly
overruled” by the new opinion,
Hamlett wrote Athey. However,
the Rockingham court ruling
on one specific vote of approval
pertaining to the Public Finance
Act would not be challenged, she
added.
Sayre explains he disagreed
with the informal AG staff opinion received by the town attorney, thus prompting his more
formal query through his state
delegate’s office. As reported in
our original story, Sayre said he
acted individually, as is the right
of any citizen in seeking an attorney general’s opinion. Sayre also
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Vice Mayor Bret Hrbek (left) is upset with Del. Clay
Athey (right)
said he told council he believed
a formal opinion was advisable
in the wake of the initial informal response citing a conflicting
opinion to a previous formal AG
opinion.
The chicken or the egg?
So as to Front Royal Vice Mayor Hrbek’s contention that it was
Del. Athey, rather than the town
that opened the troublesome legal and legislative can of worms –
that is his opinion. But on such a
complex issue perhaps analogous
to which came first, the chicken
or the egg, maybe we should seek
an official AG’s opinion on who,
in fact, cracked this one open.
Hrbek later explained his raising of the issue.
“My issue with the headline was
there are so many side show distractions going on – it seemed
to me to put a headline out that
the town was ‘opening up another can of worms’ just amplified
those distractions – and I didn’t
want to take that. It was Tom
Sayre going to Clay, which is his
right as a citizen, but we didn’t do
it as a [governmental] body.”
Athey seemed bemused when
asked about Hrbek’s public “fingering” of him as the culprit in
this legal conundrum.
“When I was young and immature and first started in public
life, I occasionally had the tendency to try and shift blame for

my own missteps to other people
and other institutions of government. As the amount of gray hair
on my head has multiplied I’ve
come to realize your constituents
want you to focus on solving the
problems that confront you – not
assign blame to others. In this
matter Councilman Tom Sayre
requested that I seek this attorney general’s opinion to clarify
a legal dispute within the town
council. And he indicated to me
a majority of council wanted
clarification. It is true Vice Mayor
Hrbek called my office after I had
requested the opinion and asked
me to withdraw it. But I felt this
matter should not be swept under
the rug and I did not feel that it
was appropriate in my role representing the citizens of Front Royal
and other 10th District localities
to withdraw the request. As I told
you before, this is a legal issue I
believe needs to be resolved for
the good of municipalities across
the commonwealth.”
As we previously reported
Athey says he is favoring introducing legislation that would require special elections to fill all
vacant spots on elected municipal governing bodies.
However, Sayre still questions
whether an official opinion from
McDonnell contradicting both
the 1975 AG opinion and a legal ruling in support of it would
hold up if challenged in a Virginia
court.
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Deputy County Administrator Richard Magnifico suggested asking a representative from
the town’s staff be included in the in-house study, “so they can see the numbers aren’t being skewered in anyone’s favor.” The board agreed.

One man’s trash...

County, town still talking trash after all these years
11 years after issue of town’s unfair competitive advantage raised

$$$

Perhaps the only thing in town older than this dumpster is a more than decade-long dispute over whether
the town should pay the county tipping fees when it
dumps waste for its commercial customers
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
On Nov. 18, the Warren County Board of Supervisors tabled
action on a motion to proceed
unilaterally to fund a consultant
study on how best to proceed
with the collection and disposal
of solid waste in the community.
But while the county put funding
an outsider’s look at the issue on
the table, it did instruct Deputy
County Administrator Richard
Magnifico to move forward with
an internal look at the issue and
associated problems.
For over 18 months the county
has most recently been trying
to resolve how best to deal with
what commercial trash hauler
Allied Waste, formerly BFI, has
complained is an unfair competitive advantage being utilized by

the Town of Front Royal to steal
its business. That advantage is
not being charged a commercial
tipping fee at the county’s Bentonville Transfer Station.
In response to Allied Waste’s
2006-07 complaints that the
town was taking commercial
trash customers by undercutting
prices, County Administrator
Doug Stanley informed the town
by letter in May 2007 that effective July 1 of that year the county
would begin charging the town a
tipping fee for commercial and
industrial waste brought to the
county dump – unless the town
agreed to stop collecting commercial trash. As Stanley reminded the board on Nov. 18, the town
replied by asking for additional
time to study the issue.
However it wasn’t the first time
the issue had been broached to
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the town.
During the Nov. 18 discussion
Stanley addressed a July 3, 1997
letter from then Front Royal
Town Manager Lyle Lacy to BFI
District Vice President Ray Wilson. While Lacy denied the town
actively recruited BFI customers, he did acknowledge Wilson’s
concerns over the town’s ability
to take commercial clients from
BFI while ‘BFI is required to pay
disposal fees [to the county] and
the Town is not.”
Lacy promises to discuss the
situation with then County Administrator Ed Duncan and states
that the town “will not accept any
additional commercial customers” until the issue is resolved.
Stanley asked County Attorney
Blair Mitchell if Lacy was within
his legal right as town manger to
make the promise the town would
stop taking new commercial customers pending resolution of the
pricing inequity. Mitchell replied
that it appeared to be a matter of
professional protocol and “politeness” which fell within his duties
as town manager.
Tony Carter, who was on town
council in 1997, stated his understanding was the town had agreed
to stop taking on new commercial customers while it was not
paying a tipping fee at the county
dump.
Ten years later when the complaint from Allied/BFI resurfaced
the county again prompted action from the town to correct the
situation with Stanley’s May 2007
letter. With no reply forthcoming 16 months later, at the board’s
direction Stanley sent a Sept. 30
request to the town asking for a
jointly funded study by consul-

tant Springsted on how other
counties and towns handle the
issue. Stanley asked the town to
split the $13,350 cost 50/50 with
the county. Four days later Magnifico represented the county at a
Nov. 3 Front Royal Town Council
Work Session at which the request was discussed.
The council consensus was not
to participate in funding an outside study of an issue it has been
unable or unwilling to resolve on
its own for 11 years.
On Nov. 18, Magnifico told the
supervisors he had responded
directly to a few questions at the
town work session but felt those
questions didn’t adequately address the issue of how commercial and residential trash can be
accurately estimated by a town
trash department that collects
both. Magnifico also said he felt
his role as a county representative at a town meeting was to respond to questions, rather than
volunteer information.
“This is not a difficult task, it is
a matter of will,” Magnifico told
the supervisors on Nov. 18. “It
can be done very simply. I don’t
think the town has done any discovery on how it may be done. It
simply takes a desire to do it.”
Magnifico said that providing
dumpsters for commercial trash
customers in order to calculate
their average trash production
was a simple solution utilized
by municipal trash collectors for
years.
“I know it’s not difficult – the
difficult part is getting the town’s
cooperation,” Board Chairman
Archie Fox commented. Fox
noted that he had broached the
possibility of a jointly funded

consultant study as a means of
establishing a solution seen as fair
and equitable to both parties.
However, Richard Traczyk
seemed to side with council in
stating that funding an outside
study might not be necessary,
even at a reduced one-party cost
of just under $10,000. But Traczyk pointedly stated he agreed
with staff and other board members that a resolution eliminating
the town’s competitive advantage
over the private sector needed to
be reached.
After discussing logistics with
Magnifico, Fox agreed the county
might be able to “reach a solution
on our own. I’m going to ask Mr.
Magnifico to bring us a recommendation, this has been going
on long enough,” Fox said.
Magnifico suggested asking a
representative from the town’s
staff be included in the in-house
study, “so they can see the numbers aren’t being skewered in anyone’s favor.” The board agreed.
While Carter suggested coming
up with a recommendation that
would begin charging the town
a tipping fee effect Jan. 1, Magnifico questioned the advisability
of setting an effective date prior
to completing the study to determine the amount of commercial
trash the town collects.
“Mr. Magnifico has been talking
trash for some time now … what,
six years?” Carter quipped of the
theory of municipal trash relativity.
On Dec. 1, the town decided to
participate in the county study by
a split 4-3 margin. Mayor Eugene
Tewalt broke a 3-3 deadlock on
participation. Councilmen Conkey, Parker and Lauder sided with
the mayor to join the study.
rogerb@warrencountyreport.com
Correction
In our “Late November” issue
story on page 22 the contractor on Warren County’s Skyline and Warren County High
School capital improvement
projects was misidentified as
Lantz Construction. Shockey
was and remains the contractor on those projects.
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Wray, a Front Royal resident, and his Winchester attorney Roger Inger had reached plea agreements in
both Frederick and Warren Counties earlier this year on felony embezzlement charges involving his physical training contracts with two fitness centers, The Fitness Zone and Front Royal Fitness.

Randy Wray

Wray ‘threat’ hearing delayed after accuser is a no-show
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

Embattled local fitness instructor and former radio health talk
show host William Randolph
“Randy” Wray was jailed on Oct.
16 after being accused of making
threatening phone calls to a man
seeing an ex-girlfriend. However,
a Nov. 19 Warren County General District Court hearing on that
charge was continued to Dec. 30,
at 2 p.m., after the prosecution’s
primary witness failed to show
up.
Brandon Q. Robinson alleges
Wray made phone threats between Sept. 29 and Oct. 10 to
have him killed for seeing Wray’s
former girlfriend. The commonwealth had declined an initial request by Wray’s attorney to have
the Nov. 19 hearing continued.
But when its own complaining
witness was a no show the commonwealth had no option but to
ask for a continuation of its own.
Wray was on probation at the
time he was charged and arrested
on both the phone threat and a

speeding traffic violation, 80 in a
65 mph zone, on Oct. 16. He was
being held in Warren County Jail
pending resolution of the new
charges against him. A hearing
on the traffic violation is scheduled for the morning of Dec. 9 in
WC General District Court.
Wray, a Front Royal resident,
and his Winchester attorney
Roger Inger had reached plea
agreements in both Frederick and
Warren Counties earlier this year
on felony embezzlement charges
involving his physical training
contracts with two fitness centers, The Fitness Zone and Front
Royal Fitness. Those agreements
reduced the charges to misdemeanor embezzlement and Wray
was ordered to pay restitution to
both establishments, $727 to the
Front Royal facility and $780 in
Frederick County. Wray was also
fined $1,500 in Frederick County
and ordered to serve half of a 12month jail sentence after failing
to appear for a number of scheduled hearings. Inger explained
those missed court dates as due
to Wray’s hospitalization for

breathing difficulties related to
asthma and anxiety attacks.
Before being hit with a public
gag order by Warren County Circuit Court Judge Dennis L. Hupp,
Wray maintained the embezzle-

ment charges stemmed from personal vendettas by fitness center
management after he took his client base to new facilities. The fitness center managements countered that Wray violated their

service contracts and underpaid
them by misrepresenting numbers and income from the use
of their facilities for his personal
training business.
rogerb@warrencountyreport.com
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Health

A glass of wine does have some health benefits, but that was a single glass, not two or
three. So go ahead and toast to the New Year, but know when to say when.

Health, from 26
8. Don’t buy into the lower health standards of others
Keep your standards high, but don’t expect other people’s standards
to be as high as yours. Remember that most people have already
planned in advance to fail over the holidays. Use it as an opportunity to be a role model.
9. If you drink, enjoy alcohol in moderation
Alcohol puts fat oxidation to a grinding halt while providing a large
amount of nutritionally empty calories. The impact goes beyond
added body fat; your energy levels and workouts can be ruined for
days after a night of heavy drinking. A glass of wine does have some
health benefits, but that was a single glass, not two or three. So go
ahead and toast to the New Year, but know when to say when.
10. Set compelling training and fitness goals over the holiday
period
Why wait until January 1st to set your goals just because you think
it will be harder to achieve them over the holidays? On the contrary, studies on personal achievement have shown that you’ll usually reach 80% of the goals you put onto paper. Goal setting should
not be a once a year affair, it should be a continuous process. Have
your goals in writing and your list should be regularly updated and
rewritten.
There’s no reason to let your exercise and nutrition program spoil
your holidays, but there’s also no reason to let your holidays spoil
your exercise and nutrition program. Put these 10 holiday tips into
practice and skip the resolutions on New Year’s Eve!

The last small (.84 acre) lot available fronting the
west side of route 522/340 in the master planned
commercial district of North Warren County, 1/4
mile north of Country Club Rd. and the shopping
centers anchored by Wal-Mart, Target, and Lowes.
Town water already on site. Build now or rent out
the 3BR, 1BA house and develop later. Listed at
$650K, this property won’t last long.

Call Chris Turner at (540) 305-4958
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“I’m glad its over – I’m sure you are too, and I look forward to working with you in the
coming months,” – former and again HSWC Board President Michael Kenyon said of the
apparent resolution of the internal hostilities within the county humane society.

Humane Society

County approves Humane Society contract extension
Increased operational transparency cited after five-month delay
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

After a lengthy exploration of
financial details and operations
at the Julia H. Wagner Animal
Shelter Warren County has finally agreed to a three-year contract extension with the Humane
Society of Warren County to
continue the use of the shelter as
the county pound. State law mandates that counties operate such
animal intake facilities.
The county’s arrangement with
the non-profit local humane society and its shelter to serve that

function has been in place for
decades. However, when the last
three-year contract expired on
June 30 at the end of the 2008 fiscal year several issues involving
funding and operations were still
to be resolved. Consequently the
board of supervisors approved
two temporary contract extensions pending resolution of those
issues.
The supervisors and county
staff balked at a nearly 50-percent
($60,000) funding increase to
$186,000 requested by the HSWC
board for the 2008-09 funding
year. In the final year of the last
-ODULAR "ATTER Y
3TORAGE

WHOLESALE PRICING
at the Happy Creek Technology Park
of EAGLE & Other Safety Products

contract the county contributed
$126,000 to Wagner shelter operations. The contract approved
by a 4-0 vote on Nov. 18, funds
the shelter at $138,901. During
discussion of the new contract
County Attorney Blair Mitchell
told the board that amount was
what staff had budgeted for the
county’s share of shelter funding
in the current fiscal year.
Mitchell explained the new contract was retroactive to July 1 of
this year and that the five monthly payments the county has thus
far made for shelter operations
during the temporary extensions
were part of the $138,901 total.
The staff report on the new
contract stated it was basically
the same as the most recent
three-year contract. However,
several changes to accommodate
updated state code references
were included, as were sections
addressing some of the recent internal humane society and shelter
issues. Among the latter were:
· adding more “transparency and
oversight of operations;”
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· providing for the movement
of animals to other shelters to
accommodate space for dogs
picked up by the Warren County
Sheriff ’s Office Animal Control
Department;
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· provisions for WCSO animal
control inspections of the shelter;
· adding more holding pens for
dogs seized by county animal
control pending court filings;
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· mandating strict conformity to
state codes and state vet office
rules on the administration of
controlled drugs for animals;
· a base 3 percent annual funding increase through the contract
term, which ends June 30, 2011;
· and notification to owners of
animals picked up by county animal control within 24 hours and
the return of those animals to the
owners unless otherwise ordered
by the court.

New Wagner Shelter Director Jane Johnson and her
dog Izzy are looking forward to smoother sailing with
a new 3-year county contract in place.
Several of the sections specified
in the contract summary presented to the board, including the
last one referenced above, reflect
resolution of some issues that led
to a contentious internal dispute
and power struggle between the
former HSWC Board of Directors and its President Doug Scott,
some shelter staff, a former shelter director (Jeanette Farrell) and
what turned out to be a majority
of the general membership of the
county humane society present
for a board recall meeting on
Oct. 16.
Amidst much name-calling,
finger pointing and controversy
about voting memberships being
rescinded by the incumbent president, Scott and his board were
voted out by a 38-16-1 margin at
the Oct. 16 recall meeting in front
of a crowd of approximately 110
at the Santmeyers Youth Center.
Former and again HSWC Board
President Michael Kenyon, who
was re-elected to the board following the Oct. 16 recall vote,
addressed the supervisors during
the Nov. 18 discussion of the new
contract.
“I’m glad its over – I’m sure you

are too, and I look forward to
working with you in the coming
months,” Kenyon said of the apparent resolution of the internal
hostilities within the county humane society.
New Shelter Director Jane
Johnson is a former WCSO Animal Control Officer who has
promised to emphasize a strong
working relationship with county
animal control, whom she terms
her “brothers.” Johnson was introduced as the new shelter director by Scott at the Oct. 16
recall meeting. That night she explained she had retired from animal control due to some physical
issues and welcomed the opportunity to help the shelter move
past the impasse she inherited.
Johnson has rehired some shelter
staff fired in recent months as the
internal dispute over euthanization policies and overcrowding
escalated. After two weeks in her
new position she reported things
were moving in positive directions more rapidly than she had
anticipated.
rogerb@warrencountyreport.com
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Buracker Construction LLC
Custom Homes and Construction Services

Buracker Construction LLC is a full service contractor. In addition to our custom homes, we also offer the following
construction services: Finished Basements, Porches and Decks, Outdoor Living Spaces, Energy Star Window Replacements, Log Siding, Vinyl Siding, Cedar Siding, Hardiplank Siding, Custom Bars, Bathroom and Kitchen Remodels, Barns,
Garages, Hydroseeding, Bobcat and Rockhound Service. Stone Retaining Walls & More!
Come tour the “Lodge” in scenic Bentonville
382 Jennings Lane, Bentonville, VA 22610
Serving Linden Vineyards Wine and Cheese Sampling while you tour!

MLS#WR6582148

Situated on 9 scenic acres w/views of Shenadoah National Park this new cedar log siding home is loaded
with extra’s. Exterior framing consists of 2” x 6” walls and R-19 insulation. The roof is a 50 year standing seam
metal roof. The expansive wrap around porch is complete with a large screened porch in the rear. The Master
Bedroom is on the main floor and has a cathedral ceiling,stone fireplace and walk-in closet. The Master Bath
Suite boasts a 4’ x 8’ walk-in tiled shower with 2 shower heads and body sprays. A corner whirlpool bath, real
marble topped vanity, private bath and heated towel rack complete the luxury. The kitchen features Prestige
Rustic Hickory Cabinets and granite counters, complete with 48” Jenn Air cooktop with grill in the island. The
great room also has a cathedral ceiling and stone fireplace and cedar post carved w/bear heads and paws.
The loft features a mural of Virginia Wildlife and the 2nd and 3rd bedrooms are very large and have their own
full baths. Farmhouse style oak trim and 8’ oak doors. Flooring consists of oak hardwood, tile and carpet. Full
basement w/1 car garage. Stream through property, horses welcome! (For rent: $3,000 per month.)

Original Price 750,000 now reduced to $649,500

382 Jennings Lane
Bentonville, VA 22610

A great time to buy a brand new home at well below what it cost to build!

Directions from Front Royal: Take Rt. 340 South 9 miles to Bentonville. Turn left on Bentonville Rd. Go 2.2 miles. Turn
left on Jennings Lane. Go ½ mile to house on right. You can’t miss it! 540-671-6349 e-mail buracker@comcast.net

Come tour Mountain Brook Estates
Mountain Brook Lane, Bentonville, VA 22610

Mountain Brook Estates
Bentonville, VA

Have you been looking for that special piece of land to build your full time, vacation or weekend
home? If so, Mountain Brook Estates in scenic Bentonville, VA may be just what you are looking for.
7 lots remain in this 10 lot mountain community. Near Shenandoah River and Shenandoah National
Park, the lots in Mountain Brook Estates range from 5-11 acres. Some wooded, some with views,
one with a pond and several with a stream. High speed Embarq DSL internet will be available. Now
is a great time to tour the property and choose your lot!
Special pricing on lot and home packages! Make an appointment to discuss your dream home with
Buracker Construction by calling 540-636-1879 or buracker@comcast.net
Prices start at $129,900 for Lot 11 and all lots are $15,000 off through December!

Come tour Whispering Pines
145 Whispering Pines Lane, Bentonville, VA 22610

145 Whispering Pines
Lane, Bentonville, VA

MLS#WR6850463

MLS#WR5509935

This adorable new house built by Buracker Construction LLC in scenic Bentonville, VA is close
to Shenadoah National Park and not far from the Shenandoah River. Enjoy your privacy on
this 5.5 acre lot. This 3 bedroom, 2 bath 1,040 sq. ft. home features one level living, plus a full
basement. Open floor plan, Birch Cabinets w/clove finish, Energy Star Kenmore Appliances, and
Energy Star Windows and Doors. A covered front porch, plus a 12’ x 16’ rear deck.
Original Price $279,900 now reduced to $249,900! Rent for $1,100 per month.
From Front Royal: Take Rt. 340 S. 9 mi to Bentonville. Turn left on Bentonville Rd. Go 6/10 mile
and turn right on Thompson Hollow Rd Go. 6/10 mile to left on Whispering Pines and go to end.
For additional information call Christi Boies @ Weichert Realors 540-671-6494

For additional information please call Buracker Construction at 540-636-1879 or 540-671-6349 or e-mail at buracker@comcast.net

Please feel free to visit our website @ buracker-construction.com - Interest Rates are dropping! - Come to the country!
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“The county has really been behind the project from day one, well since 2003-2004 when this new committee was formed by myself and Brandon Belland. And if it wasn’t for the help of Doug [Stanley] and Blair
[Mitchell] and the [skatepark] committee members we would have never gotten this far.” – John Bracken

Skatepark

County authorizes skatepark engineering contract
One step closer to realizing the dream of a county ‘X Games’ facility

Off the streets and into the skatepark?
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Warren County Skatepark
Committee member John Bracken is a happy camper, or should
we say skateboarder.
“Yippee, I’m going to Disney
World,” Bracken enthused following a 4-0, Nov. 18 vote of the
Warren County Board of Supervisors. The vote, with one absence
(Glenn White), authorizes the
county to enter into a contract
with the county skatepark committee’s recommended contractor to design and build a state of
the art facility for skateboarders.
County Parks and Recreation Department Director Dan Lenz later
said he hoped to have a contract
in place by Dec. 1 and the skatepark completed by next summer.
The county was pushed to commit to final funding of the project or face the loss of a $75,000
state recreational grant requiring
completion of the park by the end
of 2009.

The county has officially had a
skatepark on its capital improvement project list since 2003 and
began fundraising efforts to pay
for the project in May of that
year. And while five years on the
drawing board may seem like a
bureaucratic lifetime to many, for
Bracken it is just the tail end of
his involvement in urging local
government to acknowledge and
include what has been a favored
participatory sport of younger
generations under its recreational umbrella. Bracken has been a
driving force in bringing a state
of art “generation X-games” facil-

ity to the county for – well, a long
time.
“John had a full head of hair
when I first met him. When did
you start working on this, John?”
Shenandoah District Supervisor
and Bracken’s fellow skatepark
committee member Richard
Traczyk joked prior to the Nov.
18 vote.
The 44-year-old Bracken replied that he had first asked the
Town of Front Royal to include a
skatepark as part of the parks and
recreation department’s facilities
in 1980-81. Some quick math ascertained that Bracken was then
16 or 17-years-old, certainly a
more likely age for skateboarding.
However during a detailed explanation of why the skatepark
committee was strongly recommending a contract with Pillar
Design Studios of Tempe, Arizona, Bracken regaled the board
with descriptions of recent skateboarding expeditions on parks
built by both of the two final
contractors under consideration,
and the relative merits of each.
Bracken also elaborated on Pillar management’s willingness to
work out funding, design, materials and construction details in
person prior to having a contract
in place. Pillar also has an Outer
Banks, North Carolina-based
construction subcontractor, Artisan Skateparks, that Bracken
noted gives the company another
advantage over Wally Hollyday
Design of California.
While on the surface Pillar’s
original cost estimate of $544,476
was higher than Hollyday’s
$525,085, Bracken said Pillar’s
inclusion of costs tied to a geotech survey and the importing
of fill dirt for the project added
costs Hollyday did not consider

$9.99 Limited Time Offer
* Men’s Regular Haircuts *

Blue Ridge Barber Shop
Royal Plaza Shopping Center - Next To Blockbuster
Credits Cards Accepted / Gift Cards Available

Open 7 Day’s A Week

415 - B - South St. Front Royal, VA • 540-635-9552

in its original proposal. Bracken
said the fact that all the necessary
fill dirt was on site would immediately knock $30,000 off Pillar’s
original estimate. The planned
skatepark site would be adjacent
to the county soccerplex fields on
a portion of the cleared 33-acre
Ed Stump Park section of the Avtex Superfund property off Kerfoot Ave.

“They are both qualified companies. But there are many gray areas in the Hollyday plan,” Bracken
told the board. “They seemed to
want to get a contract in place
and then negotiate a price with
California Skateparks on construction. But Pillar really bent
over backward to accommodate
us on design and other issues.”
The county hopes that local
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“You really have to give John a lot of credit too, for what he’s been doing from the ‘80’s, into the ‘90’s and
then the early part of 2003 when he called out of the blue and asked ‘do you want to be part of the committee?’ – and we’ve been pursuing it ever since.” – Parks & Rec Director Dan Lenz

contributions of not only money, but materials and other construction related variables will
further bring down project costs.
The county recently announced
a $100,000 match on additional
contributions to the skatepark
in an effort to re-stimulate local
contributions as the board was
faced with finalizing the project
or losing the committed state
funding. The board consensus
was that a final investment in
the skatepark was an investment
in the community’s youth and
was therefore money well spent.
Asked about safety issues with
a skatepark during the Nov. 18
discussion, Bracken replied that
cars are the biggest safety issue
for skateboarders. However, he
added that he favored requiring
helmets as a basic safety precaution at the county facility. County
Administrator Doug Stanley also
told the board the county’s basic municipal liability insurance
package would cover the skatepark – an advantage the town did
not have when it controlled parks
and rec until 1998.
In 2003 when the skatepark

project was officially launched as
part of future county capital improvements, the estimated cost
was around $330,000. Thanks to
intervening inflationary trends,
today that estimate has climbed
to around half a million dollars –
though who knows, by the hoped
for Dec. 1 contract signing date
the current economic decline
may have readjusted potential
costs back in the other direction
(one can dream, can’t one?).
While all the funding variables for the project are yet in
place, the board began indicating a commitment to finalize the
project in early October. Stanley
pointed out at an Oct. 7 work
session that if not completed by
the end of 2009 the project would
lose $75,000 of state recreational
grant money committed to the
project. Stanley also said the
county could divert $100,000 in
its current budget to the project.
That money was initially earmarked for a concession building
in the area, which has been put
on hold for logistical reasons. In
October Stanley estimated the
county might have to fund be-

tween $150,000 to $200,000 to
complete the project.
A note of caution
However, despite the authorization to proceed on a contract
to engineer the project, Stanley
later sounded a note of caution.
Should private sector contributions fall far short of the $100,000
county match now being sought
from the private sector the project could still fall through, he
said. Stanley said any contract
signed now would hold a clause
allowing the county to back out
of construction if the necessary
funds were not available.
“We’d be foolish to sign a contract without the money being
available to complete it. So, we
really are depending on the private sector to come through to
help see that the project is completed,” he said.
As of Oct. 31, staff reported
the county had raised $256,058,
in addition to the new $100,000
county match on additional private sector contributions. County
grant coordinator Susan Musante

Skatepark
announced to the board on Nov.
18 that Front Royal Rotary, which
launched private contributions
in 2003 with a $25,000, five-year
commitment, had contributed
another $5,000 in the wake of the
new county matching offer. Musante has also announced several
upcoming events to publicize and
raise money for the skatepark.
Those include a spot in the Dec.
6, Downtown Front Royal Parade
and a Dec. 13, Benefit Concert
at the Parks & Rec Santmeyers
Youth Center.
“The county has really been behind the project from day one,
well since 2003-2004 when this
new committee was formed by
myself and Brandon Belland,”
Bracken said following the Nov.
18 vote. “And if it wasn’t for the
help of Doug [Stanley] and Blair
[Mitchell] and the committee
members we would have never
gotten this far.”
Fellow committee member
and Parks & Rec Director Lenz
pointed back to Bracken for never abandoning his vision that a
skatepark could become a viable
part of the county’s parks and

recreational facilities.
“You really have to give John
a lot of credit too, for what he’s
been doing from the ‘80’s, into
the ‘90’s and then the early part
of 2003 when he called out of
the blue and asked ‘do you want
to be part of the committee?’
– and we’ve been pursuing it ever
since.”
Finally it seems that decades
long dream will come to fruition
sometime in the summer of 2009
– hopefully before Bracken is too
old to enjoy the fruit of his labors
to acknowledge a favored participatory sport of not only his, but
subsequent generations seeking
balance and achievement on a
less traditional athletic stage than
say … the fields of the $3-million
renovated Bing Crosby Stadium.
But it will be local civic groups,
building trade contractors and
private citizens who are being
asked one final time to help the
county realize a dream it has
bought into to expand its recreational umbrella to include more
of this community’s youth.
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New Year’s Eve
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Make yours one to remember at the all-new
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“It’s been a family atmosphere because as you go through the ranks and are on the road you depend on
your fellow officers for backup. And in a time of personal need we’re always there to support each other
– and that means a lot. The Front Royal Police Department is truly a family and that I will miss, extremely.”
– retired FRPD Chief Ronnie Williamson

Ronald A. Williamson

Retired FRPD chief reflects on career, friends
Williamson endorses Capt. Richard Furr as successor

Front Royal Police Chief Ronald Williamson reflects
on his almost 3 decades with the department
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Front Royal Police Chief Ronnie Williamson’s 27-year career
in his department officially ended
on Dec. 1. Despite having to take
a considerably amount of time off
recently to deal with some unanticipated family health issues
– his wife Crystal is recovering
nicely from surgery to deal with
a benign tumor, Ronnie reports
– that did not impact his decision
to retire.
“This is something I’ve been
discussing with the town manager since the beginning of the
[fiscal] year around July 1. When
I took the position, when Dave
Reynal, who was town manager
at the time, offered me the position I told him that most likely I
would retire when I reached retirement age,” Williamson said of

the outset of his four-year term
as chief.
Unlike most past town police
chiefs in recent years the 50-yearold Williamson is a local native
– “born and raised here,” he says
proudly. And rather than discuss
himself and his plans, Williamson wanted to focus on his department and its future.
“The backbone of any police department is its employees. And
any success this department has
achieved is due to the hard work
of the men and women of this department. I’d also like to acknowledge the other law enforcement
agencies in the area that have
assisted us over the years. First
of course the Warren County
Sheriff ’s Office and Sheriff Danny
McEathron. For all of us to be
successful you need agencies to
work together. And I know you
hear about some localities where

there are some resentments, or
that a sheriff ’s department may
not work with the police department or the police department
may not work with the FBI – I can
tell you right now there is none of
that here. The sheriff, us, the state
– we all work together on things
like the regional drug task force,
the gang task force to assure the
safety of the community.
“Also, I’d like to acknowledge
other town employees. Mike
Graham has been an excellent
boss and I’ve thoroughly enjoyed
working with him, and the other
department heads. I don’t know if
the town really realizes how hard
the town employees work for the
citizens of this town. We have a
very dedicated group of men and
women within all town departments. And I’ve enjoyed working
with the town council, past and
present.”
Williamson also singled out the
help and influence of three men
in his career.
“There are people I really look
up to, who have really assisted
me in my development – of
course Chief Larry Daniels, who
was chief here when I moved up
through the ranks to sergeant,
and then Chief Ronald Ricucci,
who I served as a sergeant and a
captain. And someone else I look
up to is Robert Williamson of the
Frederick County Sheriff ’s Office,
who happens to be my cousin.
During his recent absences,
Captain Richard Furr has served
as Williamson’s acting chief.
“Captain Richard Furr has been
my deputy chief and he will be interim chief when I leave. And it
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is my strong desire and I will give
my recommendation that he be
the next chief of police of Front
Royal,” Williamson said.
Changes
We asked Williamson about his
perception on changes in law enforcement during his career.
“One of the biggest things I’ve
seen in law enforcement is the
emergence of the philosophy of
community policing. More police departments are going to this
philosophy where it’s a partnership between law enforcement
and the community for problem
solving. In today’s society to be
successful the police department needs the assistance of the
citizens,” he says. “When I first
joined the police department we
were more reactive, now we try
and be more proactive. And a big
part of that is problem solving.
And that’s where we want to work
with the citizens of the community to address problems. And we
are very fortunate to have a lot of
dedicated people in the community who are willing to assist us in
our endeavors.”
Williamson singled out the
Chief ’s Citizens Advisory Board
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and the more recently created
Front Royal Police Foundation
among others for their work in
that regard.
“When I first joined the department in ‘81 it was more reactive.
In my opinion the attitude was
more ‘we’re special, we’re law enforcement, we know what’s best
for you in terms of how we serve
the community.’ But now it seems
like it’s come full circle and we
understand that to be successful
we have to have an active partnership with the citizens because
we all have the same goal – to
improve the quality of life in our
community.”
That said, we asked the chief
if certain other societal changes
like the rising expense of the cost
of government and law enforcement’s potential role as a municipal fundraising source and
an influx of young officers, often
recently retired from the military
with a different mindset than
“protect and serve” made realization of that cooperative thought
process harder to achieve. Williamson laughed at the topical
turn from fluff retirement feature
to hard analysis of the separation
between theory and reality in
modern, small town law enforce-
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ment.
“When we first went into the
process of community policing
and tried to address a number of
issues within the community, it
was change. And when we first
implemented this with Chief
Ricucci there were a lot of concerns with the officers that this
was something new, something
we weren’t used to. But when the
officers started applying problem
solving within the community
and addressing some of these issues, a lot of these problems went
away after we addressed them directly.
“So instead of just continuously
going to a call, addressing that
call, being reactive and getting
called back a number of times
– when we used the partnership
with the community to address
the source problems, you take
care of it and you don’t have to
keep addressing the same issue,
repeating the same calls. And we
do have a number of training opportunities for the younger officers. That’s something that’s been

going on for a number of years,
there are a number of courses
that the officers can take.”
Family and friends
As he prepared to leave his law
enforcement career, Williamson
was upbeat about FRPD and its
future.
“This department has come a
long way since I first joined in
1981,” the chief said. “Nowadays
the equipment our officers have
is a lot better quality than we had
when I first joined. The training opportunities are also much
better now. So we are better
equipped and better trained.
“But I think 9/11 pretty well
changed things for everyone, not
just law enforcement but the private sector too. It changed how
we thought about a lot that we do
in law enforcement because FBI
and Homeland Security or not,
local law enforcement is the front
line of defense in reference to terrorist activities now as well. It’s
our responsibility, our role being
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cades approaches an end?
“I’ve talked to some of my predecessors who have left and some
other officers that have already
retired. And I get basically the
same statement from all of them.
They don’t so much miss the job
but they miss the people. And
I’m definitely going to miss the
people here. I have worked with
some of the people in this department since day one, like Richard
Furr, Thomas McIntyre and oth-

ers have been in the department
for quite a while. It’s been a family atmosphere because as you
go through the ranks and are on
the road you depend on your fellow officers for backup. And in a
time of personal need we’re always there to support each other
– and that means a lot. The Front
Royal Police Department is truly
a family and that I will miss, extremely.”
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local, when we receive information we need to act on it appropriately and give it to the proper
federal authorities.”
At the time we interviewed
Williamson about his pending
retirement both national political conventions had concluded
in recent months amidst accusations local law enforcement
departments had been utilized
by Homeland Security in both
St. Paul, Minnesota and Denver,
Colorado to suppress peaceful
political dissent with both arrests
and preventive detentions of citizens without charges in the name
of national security. Continuing
our theme of throwing high and
hard curves at the chief, we asked
if he feared local law enforcement
could be misused by the federal
government as a consequence
of national security fears in the
wake of 9/11.
But we quickly changed the conversational course when the chief
threatened to have Mandy the
FRPD traffic mannequin, whom
he knows I’m very fond of, arrest
me on preventive questioning
charges until his retirement took
effect over a month away (just
kidding). However, noting his exasperated look and deep sigh, we
did decide to let the chief off the
hook of deep sociological analysis about the nature of American
society.
Any second thoughts as a career that has spanned three de-

Photos depict ACTUAL CUSTOMER RESULTS
of a 2 inch-in-diameter ankle tattoo. These
results not typical. Individual results may vary.

Ronald A. Williamson

“The backbone of any police department is its employees. And any success this department has achieved is
due to the hard work of the men and women of this department. I’d also like to acknowledge the other law
enforcement agencies in the area that have assisted us over the years. – Ronnie Williamson
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“We will not be closing that location. We’re pleased with the location and feel that it’s
performing very well for us. So, we have no plans to close.” – Target Public Relations Department on Warren County store

Business

Target, Lowe’s deny any plan to close county outlets
Retailers say Warren County sites will remain open despite slowing economy
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

The rumor mill concerning potential closings of new big box
retailers on Warren County’s
northside due to the declining
American economy, which has
included the virtual halt on anticipated residential growth in the
area over the past two years, went
from the “street” into the halls of
local government at the Nov. 24
Front Royal Town Council meeting.
During Front Royal-Warren
County Economic Development
Authority Executive Director Jennifer McDonald’s report on EDA
business, Councilman Tom Sayre
questioned her about rumors
that Target may be planning on
closing its Warren County store
in the near future.
Not only did McDonald reply
that the EDA had no information Target has any plans to close,
members of both Target and
Lowe’s public relations staffs say
there is no substance to rumors
either chain plans on closing their
new Warren County locations as
part of any national cutbacks.
“That is not the case. We will
not be closing that location. We’re
pleased with the location and feel
that it’s performing very well for
us. So, we have no plans to close,”
a Target public relations official

told this paper on Nov. 26.
This paper has also been contacted about rumors Lowe’s is
planning to close its Warren
County doors after the holiday
season.
“There is absolutely no truth
to that,” Lowe’s Public Relations
Department spokesperson Karen
Cobb said. Cobb replied to a query from this paper on Nov 28.
Representatives of both the Riverton Commons and Crooked
Run retail centers have pointed
out in the past that both Target
and Lowe’s own the pads their
stores are located on. Store property ownership versus leases with
exit options is generally viewed
as an incentive to keep commercial outlets open.
Contacted about the rumors
Riverton Commons and Crooked
Run attorney Clay Athey also
said he had no indication any of
the big box retailers that anchor
either shopping center had any
plans to close. Wal-Mart is considered the major big-box anchor
at Riverton Commons, along with
Lowe’s. Target anchors the smaller Crooked Run Center. Target
was the first of the three big boxes
to open in July 2007, followed by
Lowe’s three months later, then
Wal-Mart, which opened June 11
of this year.
Questioned about the rumored
closings, Athey pointed out Tar-

Postal Business Center
122 W. 14th St. • Front Royal, VA

get was applying for a permit for
a larger sign advertising its pharmacy – “That doesn’t sound like
something they’d be doing if they
were planning on closing,” he
said.
However, advocates of a rezoning to allow the Phase Two expansion of the Crooked Run Center
to the west point to county approval of that request as vital to
the long-term economic vitality
of the Crooked Run Center. The
addition of one of the nation’s
major clothing retailers, Kohl’s,
at Crooked Run, along with other
potential hotel and retail additions is viewed as a great equalizer in balancing what each new
northside shopping center offers.
A planned major access road
running parallel to US 340/522
between the Phase One (35
acres) and Phases Two (86 acres)
Crooked Run developments from
near I-66 northward for about a
mile or two is seen as vital to creating the traffic flow necessary to
assure the long-term success of
the Crooked Run Center. Riverton Commons across US 340 lies
on approximately 85 acres.
The Warren County Board of
Supervisors denied the Phase
Two Crooked Run Center rezoning by a 3-2 split vote (White,
Glavis and Traczyk in the majority) after a hotly contested public
hearing on Feb. 19. White and

Glavis had both campaigned on
slowed growth issues prior to
their elections the previous November. Traczyk said he was not
opposed to the application in
principal but wanted to give new
existing northside businesses a
chance to become established
before approving additional com-
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mercial development rezonings
in the area.
A reapplication of the Crooked
Run rezoning request is anticipated as soon as the legally required
one-year time frame between applications expires within the next
month. Despite the slowed economy, approval of the Crooked
Run rezoning request is viewed
as assurance to existing retailers
there, including Target, of the
county’s long-term commitment
to the economic vitality of both
northside shopping centers.
Sources close to the negotiations indicate the key player in
Crooked Run’s Phase Two development, Kohl’s, remains committed to a Warren County location even if planned construction
were to be delayed until 2010 or
11 when it is anticipated the US
economy will have turned the
corner out of its current crisis.
However, supporters of Crooked
Run expansion believe a second
rezoning denial would kill any
additional major retailers’ commitment to a Warren County location and therefore potentially
undermine the future of existing
businesses the county has indicated it wants to assure.
rogerb@warrencountyreport.com
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“I suspect, at that time [of the transfer of parks & recreation], a legend was born that the
$40,000 principal of Ms. Denton’s gift should go with the pool, sort of like a diving board
or a ladder. Under her Will, it quite clearly does not.” – Town Attorney Tom Robinett

A sinking feeling about town-county relations
Staffs spar over $40k willed to town in 1991 for swimming lessons
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Liaison committee meetings
between the Town of Front Royal
and Warren County scheduled to
begin Jan. 15 after an 18-month
lapse should find no shortage of
topics in need of discussion.
High on a probable list of inaugural liaison agenda items is
likely to be possession of $40,000
willed to the town by Molly Taber

Denton in 1991. Town and county staffs have been trying to pin
down the existence, whereabouts
and rightful possession and use of
the money since January of 2007.
Mrs. Denton’s will states the
money is to be invested by the
town “or its successor … solely”
to provide income to provide free
swimming lessons for the community’s youth between the ages
of 8 and 19. The will elaborates
that the town, alone or in con-
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junction with the county, must
begin operations of a community pool within three years or a
“reasonable amount of time after
her death” as determined by her
estate’s executor. While the town
and county jointly funded construction of the Claude A. Stokes
Jr. Community Swimming Pool
in 1992, the parks and recreation
department which oversees administration of the pool was then
under the control of the town.
However, in 2000 as a consequence of the Route 522 Corridor
Agreement – there’s another hot
topic for lucky liaison committee
members – the town turned control of parks and recreation and
the community pool over to Warren County.
On Feb. 13, 2007, Town Manager Michael Graham responded

to a Jan. 26, 2007 query from
County Administrator Doug
Stanley about the money. Citing
staff research identifying the bequeathment, Graham, who became town manager in October
2006, wrote, “These funds were
used to off-set the cost of hiring
swimming instructors during the
time the Town provided funding
for the Parks and Recreation Department. There is no balance of
funds.”
But county staff further pursued the matter, contacting former Town Finance Director John
O’Neill. On March 5, 2007, Stanley notified Graham that O’Neill
believed only about $1,000 of interest had been used by the town
to provide swimming lessons in
the 1990s and that the $40,000
remained in the town’s fund bal-
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ance as a “restricted use” line item.
Stanley identified the line item in
a 2005 town annual financial report. Ten days after that communication, County Attorney Blair
Mitchell responded to an inquiry
from the town’s legal staff about
the money. Mitchell noted that as
town attorney in November 2000
he had communicated with then
County Attorney Doug Napier
about the money – “and the file
appears to have become inactive
from that point until January of
this year,” Mitchell wrote.
The Denton bequeathment to
provide swimming lesson to the
community’s youth appears to
have slipped into the cracks of
two municipal bureaucracies at
that point. But with county staff
having identified the money and
hoping to reinstitute its prescribed use, Mitchell concluded
in his March 15, 2007 letter that
the money “should be available
for transfer to the County by a
simple administrative and council consent action.”
Fat chance!
Here is where the plot thickens
and the best minds of local municipal governments go spinning
in wildly divergent directions.
Molly Denton had three children and heirs – Shirley Ray,
James Taber and Michael Matthew Denton, who reside in Florida, Oregon and New Mexico, respectively. Stanley contacted one
of those heirs, James in Hood,
Oregon, about resolving control
of the money and reinstituting its
use as spelled out in Molly Denton’s will.
“I have talked with my brother
and sister and we are all in agreement that the monies from my
mother’s will should be used
as she intended, which was to
provide ‘free swimming pool
services to Warren County and
Front Royal residents,’ ” James
Denton wrote Stanley in a March
2008 response. “If the county
has taken over the operation of
the pool from the Town of Front
Royal then we believe the monies
should be transferred from the
Town of Front Royal to Warren
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“If the county has taken over the operation of the pool from the Town of Front Royal then we believe the
monies should be transferred from the Town of Front Royal to Warren County. The will clearly states …
that the monies would be invested by ‘Town of Front Royal, Virginia, or its successor,’ Warren County being
the obvious successor in this case.” – Molly Denton’s son James T. Denton
County. The will clearly states
that the pool’s ownership might
be ‘in conjunction with Warren County’ and that the monies
would be invested by ‘Town of
Front Royal, Virginia, or its successor,’ Warren County being the
obvious successor in this case.”
Simple enough? – Not so fast,
Sherlock.
In a memo to Graham the day
after receiving his predecessor’s
county take on resolving the issue, current Town Attorney Tom
Robinett cites certain “strings” in
Mrs. Denton’s will that preclude
such a simple solution. Referencing the transfer of parks and recreation to the county, Robinett
wrote Graham, “I suspect, at that
time, a legend was born that the
$40,000 principal of Ms. Denton’s
gift should go with the pool, sort
of like a diving board or a ladder.
Under her Will, it quite clearly
does not, (all bold and capitalized
quotes are Robinett’s emphasis).”
Chief among the “strings” that
led Robinett to conclude the
$40,000 cannot simply be transferred to county control to reinstitute free swimming lessons
for the community’s 8 to 19 year
olds is a three-year lapse of use
“string.”
“In the event the income from
this fund is not used for the purposes aforesaid during a threeyear period, said Forty Thousand
Dollars ($40,000) and the income
accrued thereon shall be distributed to my three children,” Molly
Denton’s Will states.
“SHE NEVER intended for the

money to go to Warren County
at any time, under any circumstance, as nothing in her Will
directs or authorizes such a disposition … This conclusion is
inconsistent with Blair Mitchell’s
letter of March 15, 2007,”Robinett
observes in his March 16, 2007
memo to the town manager.
County staff disagrees, citing
the Denton Will reference, acknowledged by James Denton in
his letter to Stanley, to the money’s investment for said use “by
the Town of Front Royal, Virginia,
or its successor, with the income
to be used solely for the purpose
of providing free swimming pool
services to Warren County and
Front Royal residents …” – the
first priority of those services is
stated as “free swimming classes
for all children between the ages
of 8 and 19.”
Denton’s Will also allows that
the town “may accumulate 25
percent of the income” from the
principal each year, adding that,
that amount can “never exceed
$12,000.”
However, Graham said he has
been in contact with another
Denton heir, Michael, who says
the issue is far from a consensus
among the heirs as initially described in James Denton’s March
letter following contact with the
county administration.
Graham said staff believes the
town is legally bound to return
the money to the Denton heirs
at this point. However, he adds
that returning the money would
launch “a tax event” for those
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heirs, something he said the Denton children have expressed a desire to avoid.
With no pool under its control
and reluctant to give youth swimming lessons in the Shenandoah
River, Graham and his staff are
exploring another alternative –
the use of the money for another
recreational activity, say bike and
hiking trails. Coincidentally perhaps, establishing a town-wide
network of bike and hiking trails
has been adopted as part of the
town’s future capital improvement projects. In the wake of
contact with Michael Denton,
Graham believes the family could
agree to allow the town to use the
money for such an alternate purpose.
However, county staff counters
such a solution is certainly not
justified by any possible interpretation of Molly Denton’s Will or
any subsequent communication
with her heirs they are aware of.
The second paragraph of James
Denton’s two-paragraph letter to
Stanley states, “I think that my
siblings and I would be willing
to sign a statement agreeing that
the monies be turned over to the
County so long as such a statement contained guarantees similar to those in my mothers will
that the funds would be used for
their intended purpose, or if not
then they be forfeited. As part of
our signing such a statement we
would also like to see a present
accounting of my mother’s bequest.”
Mayor Eugene Tewalt said from
the information he has received
from staff he believes the town is
obligated to return the money to
the family.
“I think that’s the only choice we
have. It’s not what the kids say, it’s
what the will says. So I think we
have to give the money to them
and let them decide,” Tewalt
said on Nov. 29. The matter was
scheduled for closed session discussion at a Dec. 1 council work
session (see related story).
Current Happy Creek Supervisor Tony Carter, who was a Front
Royal town councilman and vice
mayor between 1994 and 2001,
understands the town’s impulse
to proceed with legal caution but
questions its direction.
“To me this is a simple matter
that should not have gone on for
nearly two years now. I can certainly understand the town’s position from the standpoint they

Town-County

do need to be sure they follow the
guidelines of the will itself and
follow through on Mrs. Denton’s
wishes. So I think they’d want to
ensure they get some type of document signed off that the children
have no objection to that money
going forward to the county. But
as long as the children sign off on
it I wouldn’t think it would be an
issue because it’s my understanding they want the money to go
forth for the reason their mother
intended. And my understanding
is Mrs. Denton had a strong belief everyone should know how to
swim.
“But to me it’s almost more of
a principal type of thing, here’s
somebody who through the gen-

erosity of their heart winds up
giving a certain amount of money for a specified purpose. And
then that specified purpose gets
turned around – what do they
want to use it for next time? Can
you take this money intended for
swimming lessons and use it for a
bike path or a bike trail? That to
me would send the wrong signal
for anybody in the future that
wanted to give funds to the town.
I mean who would want to give
money for a specified purpose
thinking three years, four years
down the road they decide to use
that money for something else it
was never intended for? Maybe
someone who would want to donate to the bike path may hesitate
and say ‘how can I be guaranteed
they’ll use it for that purpose?’ So
to me that’s part of the issue too,”
Carter concludes.
Jeez, I can’t wait for these liaison meetings to crank back up – I
think I’ll apply for the popcorn
and Red Bull concessions – it’ll be
more fun than a Saturday Monster Matinee at Royal Cinemas.
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“I’m the center of things for various reasons.” – Town Manager Michael Graham

Town will move Denton money through courts
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

Maybe it’s just me – or maybe
it was the mirth that resulted
from a sly reference to the county
as “illegitimate” … “bastards;”
or perhaps Town Attorney Tom
Robinett’s raising the specter of
potentially forged signatures of
heirs on queries about resolving
distribution of a disputed $40,000,
1991 bequeathment to the town
– but I thought I perceived some
ill will directed the county’s way
during a Dec. 1 Front Royal Town
Council Work Session. The dis-

cussion concerned $40,000 willed
to the town by Molly Taber Denton in 1991 to institute swimming
lessons for the community’s children.
Details of town-county communications over that $40,000
and the dispute that has risen up
over it are recounted elsewhere
in this issue. At the work session
Robinett reviewed those details
and reiterated his initial opinion
that the county has no claim on
the money despite its operation
of the community pool since
2000.
“I’m the center of things for

various reasons,” Town Manager
Michael Graham commented.
Graham acknowledged his initial
2007 response to County Administrator Doug Stanley that the
money was no longer in the town’s
possession. Graham said that
opinion was a result of an initial
search by Town Finance Director Kim Gilkey-Breeden. Neither
Graham nor Gilkey-Breeden was
on town staff in the 1990s and no
documentation in the town’s files
specifically identifies the Denton
money. However, town officials
now concede a $40,000 “restricted use” line item former Town
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Finance Director John O’Neill
informed county staff should still
be on the town books is likely the
Denton money.
Robinett acknowledged the
Denton will’s reference to a return of the money to her children
if it was not used for its specified purpose for three successive
years. With the money floundering unused on the town books for
eight years despite a 2000 query
from then Town Attorney Blair
Mitchell to then County Attorney Doug Napier, Robinett told
council the town is now legally
bound to return the money to the
heirs.
However, Graham recounted
his recent contact with one of
Molly Denton’s children, Michael Denton, whom he said he
knows from school. Graham
informed Michael Denton of a
letter attributed to his brother
James forwarded to the town by
the county administrator stating
the heirs’ willingness to have the
money transferred to the county
for swimming lesson at the community pool
“He said he didn’t remember
talking to James about it,” Graham told council. Graham said
Michael Denton said the children
would not want the money back
if it triggered an inheritance “tax
event.” Graham said during his

conversation Michael Denton
said the family would likely be
amenable to allowing the town
to use the money for another recreational use like a bike or hiking
trail – things the town still could
accomplish.
“All I have is an unsigned letter
[from James Denton forwarded
by the county] and all of a sudden the children are arguing in
the press. Then it comes out I’m
trying to get the heirs to change
the use of the money, which is so
far from the truth of what happened,” Graham said.
Robinett suggested seeking a
court order on disbursing the
funds as a legal precaution to the
town. Despite some earlier suggestions to simply seek that direction from the heirs; and Robinett’s compromise offer to first
inform the Denton children of
the plan to seek court direction, a
council majority finally agreed to
instruct the town attorney to seek
the court opinion irregardless of
anyone else’s desire or opinion.
“I think we should put it to the
use that was intended and stop
all the bickering and just get direction from the children,” Tom
Sayre said. “We talk about getting
liaison meetings going again – I
think we have missed a wonderful opportunity to improve relations with the county.”

Del. Clifford L. “Clay” Athey, Jr.
18th District House of Delegates
Serving Fauquier, Frederick, and Warren County

Saturday 12/6: Marsh Brothers
Charitable Event/Food Drive
Monday 12/8: Ralph Fortune
Tuesday 12/9: Hank & Friends
Wednesday 12/10: John Landes
Thurs 12/11: Amanda & Ricky Wilkins
Friday 12/12: Eye Soar

On Saturday December 6th join us for an evening of charitable Holiday
Giving and music by the Marsh Brothers. Bring in your canned goods
donations for the Food Bank

FREE WIRELESS!
Visit our websites for up to date LSL news: zen2go.net
or www.myspace.com/luckystarlounge

Stacey & I thank you for the opportunity to serve.
If I can be of any help, please contact me at (540) 635-7917,
			
in Richmond at: (804) 698-1018,
			
by E-Mail at: DelCAthey@house.state.va.us,
			
or by mail at:
PO Box 406, Room 510
						
Richmond, VA 23218
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“Next year is going to be very challenging … I think we have to be very cautious in our
spending … People are struggling to pay their utility bills. We are working with them but
it will get worse this winter.” – FR Finance Director Kim Gilkey-Breeden

Front Royal

Town faces $196k budget shortfall this fiscal year
State funding streams to police and road maintenance jeopardized

From left, Town Attorney Tom Robinett ponders and
Town Manager Michael Graham listens as Finance
Director Kim Gilkey-Breeden and Acting FRPD Chief
Richard Furr take it all in from the back row.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
With reports of Frederick
County dealing with a $4 million
budget shortfall on their minds,
the Front Royal Town Council
got a Dec. 1 report on the town’s
current budget situation from
Finance Director Kim GilkeyBreeden.
Breeden pointed out that like
Frederick County, potential
shortfalls in the town’s current
fiscal year budget originate with
state funding streams. Front
Royal is facing two primary losses of state income in the second
half of fiscal year 2009, GilkeyBreeden said. One is a 16-percent
($46,000) reduction in a $410,000
state contribution to its police
department. The other is as much
as a 30-percent cut ($150,000) to
a $500,000 Virginia Department
of Transportation road maintenance fund.
The finance director said VDOT
is trying to maintain as much
of its local road maintenance as
possible in the face of sweeping
state budget shortfalls due to the
US economic slowdown. So, how
much of the VDOT shortfall will
occur in the first half of 2009 remains to be seen. Reductions in
state revenues from declines in

sales, gas and other business related fees and taxes are among
the reasons Governor Tim Kaine
has cited for what could be a $2billion state budget shortfall this
year. The governor has told departments across the Commonwealth of Virginia to be prepared
for 15 to 20-percent across the
board cuts.

Gilkey-Breeden said the town
already knows the entire state law
enforcement line item contribution will be absent from the 2010
budget – VDOT, who knows at
this point.
Front Royal’s finance director
said the town is generally conservative in estimating revenue,
so is not in too bad a shape for
the remainder of FY 2009. The
shortfalls are being dealt with by
across the board departmental
cutbacks, she said.
“Next year is going to be very
challenging … I think we have to
be very cautious in our spending – we are on a yellow, caution
light,” Gilkey-Breeden told council. She said the town is maintaining a three-month operational
cash reserve.
“My biggest concern in this
business is cash flow – not that
we’re in trouble – but it can come
slow and it can come fast,” Town
Manager Michael Graham, who
came to the town in 2006 from
the private sector, said.
Gilkey-Breeden said her office is
emphasizing collecting due taxes.
She added that several mortgage
companies had recently sent in
tax payments on foreclosed properties that had helped in the short

term.
“People are struggling to pay
their utility bills. We are working
with them but it will get worse
this winter,” Gilkey-Breeden anticipated.
Council discussed the advisability of several planned expenditures, including Royal Village
curb and gutter and the purchase
of two dump trucks for the town
public works department. Told
the money had been appropriated for the Royal Village work
and could only be spent for that,
the consensus seemed to be to
proceed on the planned Royal
Village improvements.
Chris Holloway suggested cutting one of the dump truck purchases back. However, Graham
responded that the aging vehicles
were becoming increasingly hard
to maintain. Holloway disputed
the contention the town could not
find parts for the 1989 and 1991
dump trucks being replaced.
“If the dump trucks go down, we
can’t push snow. And if we can’t
push snow we’re in trouble,” Graham said. Public Works Director
Terry Seal said his department
had six dump trucks, including
the two being replaced.
“You can’t stop operations.

When you reach the point you
have to make changes, you have
to make them,” Mayor and former town Public Works Director
Eugene Tewalt advised council.
Gilkey-Breeden explained the
town normally turned over 9 to
12 vehicles per year. “This year we
tweaked it down to four, which
is amazing really to only replace
four vehicles in one year,” she said.
Acting FRPD Chief Richard Furr
commented that his department
had already replaced two police
car transmissions this year. Tom
Conkey suggested saving some
money by stopping FRPD delivery of council agenda packets to
councilmen.
“My partners believe in 2010 we
will come out of this,” Vice Mayor
and Edward Jones financial advisor Bret Hrbek observed. “I don’t
think this is the [financial] Armageddon the media is portraying.”
However, Hrbek did not address
the media’s role in distributing
what the stock market station
CNBC has estimated is a total of
$3-trillion of federal tax money
diverted by the Bush Administration to prop up failing US finance
and banking institutions.
rogerb@warrencountyreport.com

About 20,000 people read this paper.
An ad this size costs just $164 in color or
$131 in black & white.
Is your business benefiting from the area’s
best advertising deal?
Let’s talk about it.
540-636-1014 • warrencountyreport.com
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The 1920s stock market bubble hid serious structural problems in the underlying economy. The same is true for the real estate bubble in the 2000s.

80 years later: Another Great Depression?
Almost eight decades have passed since the beginning of the Great Depression. A
business historian, John Paul Rossi, tells why he believes that there may be an encore.
By John Paul Rossi
History News Service
The United States is in the
midst of the worst financial crisis
since the Great Depression. The
question is: How close are we to
another Great Depression?
The answer is: Very close.
Here’s why.
The Great Depression was the
result of the combination of the
1929 financial crisis and serious
structural problems in the American economy such as widespread
poverty. After the 1929 stock
market collapse these factors cut
deeply into business investment
and personal consumption. The
consequence was a downward
spiral that created the worst economic collapse in American history.
Today’s economy is hurtling
downward on a similar path. The
mortgage and financial crises have
constricted credit and largely cut
off business investment. Stagnant
wages and over-borrowing have
curtailed consumer spending.
The collapse of a stock market
bubble in 1929 triggered the chain
of events that led to depression.
When stock prices fell in October 1929, investors, financial institutions and banks were caught
overextended. The fall in stock
prices produced a financial panic
that bankrupted many. To repair
damaged balance sheets, surviving banks and financiers dramatically reduced lending. The result
was a long and steep decline in
economic activity.
Much as in 1929, the 2008 col-

Warren County’s
Best Advertising
Deal:

540-636-1014
warrencountyreport.com

lapse has been the consequence
of a speculatory bubble, this time
in real estate. It was pumped up
by over-lending by banks and
financial companies and overborrowing by Wall Street. Rising interest rates helped burst
the bubble. Subsequent property
owner defaults caught investors,
financiers and businesses holding
mortgages, or investments based
on them, short. Enormous losses
for investment firms and banks
followed. Despite government
bailouts and aid, the country’s
surviving major banks have severely cut lending.
The 1920s stock market bubble
hid serious structural problems
in the underlying economy. The
same is true for the real estate
bubble in the 2000s.
In the 1920s widespread poverty
and an inequitable distribution of
wealth contributed to the depression of the next decade. In 1929
42 percent of American families
were living in severe poverty.
Consumer credit provided some
purchasing power to those in
society’s bottom half, but by the

end of the 1920s that group had
exhausted its borrowing power.
The bulk of the U.S. economy’s
income went to the to top 1 percent of the nation’s families, who
earned the same amount as the
combined income of the bottom
40 percent.
A similar situation occurred at
the end of the 1990s when workers’ wages stagnated while the income of the wealthiest Americans
rose. By 2003 the distribution
of income had reached the 1929
point, with the richest 1 percent
of families received the same income as the bottom 40 percent.
The decline of working Americans’ income was somewhat
masked by rising real estate and
stock prices, as well as the rapid
extension of consumer credit. To
maintain their standard of living,
middle class Americans turned to
borrowing more through credit
cards and home equity loans. By
2006 these practices had turned
Americans’ savings rate negative
-- its worst performance since
the Great Depression -- as many
spent more than they earned.

The 1929 financial collapse
combined with poverty and the
distribution of income to significantly cut spending for all levels
of American society. Demand
was down, businesses could not
get the credit needed to finance
operations and employees were
laid off. Declines in business and
worker income followed, consumption dropped, and firms
went bankrupt. This caused yet
more banks to fail and created a
downward spiral.
A similar process is underway
now. The collapse of housing and
stock prices and the credit freeze
cut off borrowing as a means to
support middle class consumption. Even worse, too many of
those who over-borrowed are unable to pay; they’re now defaulting on their mortgages, car loans,
and credit-card debts. The result
is rapidly falling levels of spending and consumption. These
consumption declines are merging with the constriction of bank
credit; many companies cannot
get even short term loans to carry
on operations.

Much as was the case in 1929
the twin declines of consumer
and business spending are rippling through the economy.
They’re causing worker income
and general consumption to fall
and bringing on mounting layoffs. As unemployment rises,
more individuals will be unable
to pay their debts and additional
personal and business bankruptcies will follow. This means more
bank and investment company
failures and bailouts.
The American economy in 2008
is following the same path it took
in 1929. The collapse of a speculatory bubble has merged with
problems of the distribution of
wealth, working Americans’ incomes and consumption. The
consequence is that the economy
is rapidly spiraling downward
into the next great depression.
John Paul Rossi is an associate
professor of history at Penn State
Erie, The Behrend College. He is
co-author of “Entrepreneurship
and Innovation in Automobile
Insurance” and is a writer for the
History News Service.
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Cessation of Voluntary Water
Conservation of the Town’s
Municipal Water System
The Town of Front Royal Department of Environmental Services is pleased to report that the
recent rain and snow events have
raised the 14-day rolling average stream flow rate of the South
Fork of the Shenandoah River
above 400 cubic feet per second
(cfs). As a result, the Town is no
longer in a state of Voluntary Water Conservation.
The Town appreciates all of the
efforts of our citizens and customers to reduce their use of water during this period.
Depending upon the amount
of rain or snow that occurs this
week, the Town could reenter
Voluntary Water Conservation
next week. Please monitor your
local media sources for future
reports of water conservation efforts in the Town of Front Royal.
As always, the Town continues
to encourage users of the Town’s

municipal water supply system to
monitor their use of water and to
conserve our water resources.
If you have any questions about
water conservation or the current flow rate of the Shenandoah
River, please contact the Department of Environmental Services
at (540) 635-7819.

• 500 blk. Happy Creek Road
2004 Ford Focus rear window
• 1000 blk. Braxton Road 2005
Honda Civic rear window
• 700 blk. East Stonewall Drive
2005 Subaru rear window
• Gilliams Lumber, 515 Commerce Avenue front plate glass
window

Vandalism spree

Anyone who may have witnessed any unusual behavior in
these areas or may have information related to these crimes are
urged to contact the Front Royal
Police Department at 540-6352111.

Front Royal police are investigating a number of vandalisms
that occurred during the Thanksgiving weekend. Six vehicles
and one business had windows
smashed with rocks during the
period. The locations of the incidents are as follows:
• Easterly Street 2007 Toyota
truck back left window
• 300 blk. South Charles Street
2000 Town & Country van back
glass and left side glass
• 100 blk. Accomac Road 1986
Nissan pickup rear window and
windshield

Thefts from vehicles
Front Royal Police are investigating two thefts from vehicles
that occurred during the Thanksgiving weekend.
On Thursday, November 27,
someone entered a Jeep Liberty
which was parked in front of the
14th Street 7-11 and removed
an undisclosed amount of cash

left in a pocketbook on the front
seat of the vehicle. On Saturday,
November 29, someone entered
a 2005 Chevrolet pickup which
was parked in the 300 block of
Ritenour Street and removed a
Sirius satellite radio, valued at
$200, from the vehicle.
Front Royal Police Captain C.
M. Werner reminds everyone to
lock their vehicles at all times and
to place valuables in the trunk or
some other location out of sight.
“This is particularly important
during this time of year when
people are shopping and leave
valuables in their car for long periods of time. Most thefts from
vehicles occur because the vehicle
was left unlocked. A few seconds
locking your vehicle can save you
many problems later on.”
Local apartment transformation wins state award
The renovation of the former
Fairfield Apartments into the
Mountain Oaks Apartments received the Best Housing Preservation/Revitalization Effort in
Virginia Award at the Governor’s
Housing Conference. Through
the work of the Robert Pierre
Johnson Housing Development
Corporation (RPJ Housing), a

neighborhood that the police
identified as crime ridden has
been transformed into a desirable
affordable neighborhood. A complete face-lift transformed the
buildings and site and gave them
a new, modern look using an exterior insulating finishing system,
pitched roofs, new porches with
fiberglass columns, and concrete
sidewalks for easy access. These
energy efficient, safe, attractive
apartments provide affordable
housing to 59 families needing
two bedroom units.
The scope of work included replacing the roofs with A-frame
roofs, installing new windows
and siding, adding HVAC systems to the units, increasing the
electrical service to the units, enlarging the bathrooms, changing
out the kitchen and bathroom
appliance packages and lighting
fixtures, adding carpet to second
floor units, making plumbing
repairs, waterproofing the basements, creating positive drainage
away from the buildings, and improving the landscaping. In addition, RPJ Housing addressed the
accessible housing needs of lowincome persons with disabilities
by modifying the rental office and
six apartment units to meet Uniform Federal Accessibility Stan-

Front Royal Kiwanis Club
52nd Annual

PANCAKE DAY
Saturday - December 6, 2008
6am-3pm
E. Wilson Morrison Elementary
40 Crescent Street - Front Royal

ADVANCE TICKETS $4.00
Adults $5 at the Door; Children $3.00;
5 and under FREE
Advanced Tickets Available at:
State Farm-133 N. Royal Ave.
BB&T-102 E. Main St.
Salvation Army-357 Cloud St.
Blue Ridge Opportunities-37 Water St.

A local resident tries to stay warm November 22nd while chatting with (from left)
Front Royal Mayor Eugene Tewalt, Interim Police Chief Richard Furr and Town
Manager Michael Graham following Tewalt’s speech celebrating the 200th anniversary of the town.

THANKS TO OUR GOLD SPONSORS
Donahoe’s Florist
The Warren Sentinel
Lester-Mowery Pharmacy
Sylvia Kirkpatrick
Farm Bureau Insurance, An Anthem Representative

~Benefits Children In Our Community~
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dards (three units for people with
physical impairments and three
units for people with sensory impairments). A complex financing
package including Low Income
Housing Tax Credits, taxable
bonds, below market loans from
the Virginia Housing Development Authority, HOME funds
from the Virginia Department of
Housing and Community Development and a sponsor loan made
this complete transformation
possible.
RPJ Housing is also renovating
the former Lynn D Apartments
on Royal Avenue into the Front
Royal Town Apartments and they
will soon be available to rent. Information about rentals at either
property can be obtained by contacting Paul Clark, RPJ Housing’s
property manager, at 343 Kend-

Opinion
Editor:

The Front Royal Rotary Club’s
denial of membership to Front
Royal Town Manager Michael
Graham, if it is allowed to stand
unchallenged, is a red flag signaling the end of Front Royal
as a well-managed town. This
smells like a power play designed by some members of the
area’s inner circle of power brokers to get rid of Mike by humiliating him. No man worth his
salt is going to put up with character assassination of this type,
and if Mike chooses to pick up
his marbles and go elsewhere,
no competent potential future
Town Manager would apply for
the job for years, if not decades,
to come.
I’ve only lived here for four
years, but I worked for more
than 20 years as a staffer in the
U.S. Congress. In that role,
I’ve seen lots of power plays by
power brokers seeking to gain
leverage over other power brokers. Sometimes those power
plays were ethical. Other times,
they were not, even descending
from time to time to being vile.
At the moment, this is a vile
one, because the attackers have
acted in secrecy, revealing neither to Mr. Graham at the time,
nor to the public now the bases
for their concerns, but making
public their denial of member-

Please email your news items to editor@warrencountyreport.com

rick Lane #18 in Front Royal or
by calling 540.635.3043.
Established in 1978 by the National Capital Presbytery to honor the Reverend Robert Pierre
Johnson, a formidable housing
advocate, RPJ Housing offers a
continuum of affordable housing
opportunities from multifamily rental housing, to transitional
housing for formerly homeless
individuals and families, affordable homeownership and volunteer home repair programs. It
has been involved in the building,
renovation, and management
of over 2,850 units of affordable
housing, and has repaired some
2,200 single-family homes. The
agency is known for its ability to
partner with local government
and community organizations;
marshal the volunteer power of
ship. It is not too late to save the
Town as an employer of highpowered talent, but for salvation
to occur, the dissidents must go
public soon and let the issues be
aired in the open.
I am neither a member of the
Rotary Club nor a town power
broker. I am an ordinary citizen
appointed to a public body and
trying my best to contribute to
a constructive future direction
for the Town. I have been very
impressed during my few years
here with the quality of the
members of the Town Council
and, in addition, with the character, insights, integrity, and
energy level of Mike Graham.
Because of the character and integrity of the Council members
and the Town Manager, I have
been confident that they will
make policy decisions based on
the best interests of the Town
as a whole. If this group of dissidents can cause Mike to leave
his position, I for one, will believe that the power of a few will
matter more to the policymakers than the best interests of the
Town, in terms of both policy
and staff quality.
David E. Gushee, Vice Chair
Front Royal Planning Commission
Front Royal, VA 22630
Letters to the editor are welcome
but must include the author’s
name and contact information.
Please e-mail opinions to:
editor@warrencountyreport.com

businesses, congregations and
civic groups; and leverage millions of dollars in financing to
enable households with limited
incomes to obtain safe, decent
housing.
Holiday patrols
Captain Richard H. Furr, interim
Chief announced today that Officer Donald Orye will be conducting the Holiday Beat detail for
this year. Officer Orye will be patrolling the areas of Main Street,
Royal Plaza Shopping Center and
Gateway Plaza from Monday,
December 1, 2008 until Wednesday, December 24, 2008 to assist
shoppers and business owners
during the holiday season, and to
provide added security through
this busy time. He will be working the beat from 11:00 A.M. to
7:00 P.M. daily Monday through
Friday, and 12:00 P.M. to 8:00
P.M. on Saturday. Please feel free
to contact Officer Orye by cell
phone, number 671-3652, with
any questions or concerns you
may have.
Self-therapy for the stutterer
available at local library
Self-Therapy for the Stutterer is
the classic self-help guide by the
founder of The Stuttering Foundation, Malcolm Fraser. It is written to and for the many adults and
teens who stutter. The 192-page
book is available at most public
libraries including the Samuels
Public Library in Front Royal,
Virginia. As a person who stutters, you do not need to surrender helplessly to your speech difficulty because you can change
the way you talk. You can learn
to communicate with ease rather
than with effort. There is no quick
and easy way to tackle the problem, but with the right approach,
self-therapy can be effective.
This book outlines a self-therapy program which describes what
the person who stutters can do to
work towards better communication. It is often used as a supplement to speech therapy.
Writes Charles Van Riper,
Ph.D., about this book: “There
are always some who stutter who
are unable to get professional
help and others who do not seem
to be able to profit from it. There
are some who prefer to be their
own therapist. In this book, Malcolm Fraser has provided guid-

ance for those who must help
themselves. Knowing well from
his own experience as a stutterer
the difficulties of self-therapy, he
outlines a series of objectives and
challenges that should serve as a
map for the person who is lost in
the dismal swamp of stuttering
and wants to find a way out.”
The book is available free to all
public libraries. For more information, call the Stuttering Foundation toll-free at 800-992-9392,
visit www.stutteringhelp.org and
www.tartamudez.org, or write
info@stutteringhelp.org.
Christmas concert
The American Legion Community Band Christmas Concert
will be held Friday, December 19,
2008 at 7:30 p.m. at Boggs Chapel
at R-MA, Front Royal, Va.
Free Admission • Love Offering Will Be Collected for Local
Charities
www.alcband.org
Downtown businesses honored
by Anti-Litter Council
The Front Royal-Warren County Anti-Litter Council is proud
to announce the winners of the
Clean Business Award for the
3rd and 4th quarters of 2008.
Blue Ridge Opportunities “Clean
Sweeps” located at 37 Water
Street , The Heaven Sent Gift
Shop owned by Maggie and Steve
Sill located at 119 Chester Street

and Main Street Passage owned
by Patricia and Victor Failmezger
were chosen by members of the
council for their consistent efforts
in maintaining a parking lot and
sidewalks free of litter. Through
their promotion of anti-litter efforts by providing easily accessible outdoor trash receptacles for
their customers and landscaping/
decorating of their businesses,
they have enhanced the aesthetics and marketability of our community and the downtown Historic District. Both Heaven Sent
Shoppe and Main Street Passage
have participated in the Anti-Litter Councils recent program to
fund trash and recycling receptacles for local businesses and
municipal buildings.
LFCC Hiring Instructors for
Spring 2009 Semester
Do you want to earn an extra
income? Do you have a passion
for your field of expertise? Would
you like to share your knowledge
and skills with others? Lord Fairfax Community College (LFCC)
is currently hiring part-time instructors for the spring 2009 semester.
By working at LFCC, you will
gain experience in higher education, make a difference in the
lives of students and impact the
community in a positive way.
LFCC is seeking instructors for
various positions in the Division of Humanities, Math and
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Social Sciences and the Division
of Business, Science, Technology
and Health Professions. LFCC is
also seeking nursing instructors
for both campuses.
To learn more and to apply, visit
http://www.lfcc.edu/employment-opportunities/index.html
State park attendance stays
strong
Shenandoah River State Park in
Bentonville, VA had 6,456 visitors in November, down slightly
from 6,492 in November, 2007.
Local Honor Society Inductions at R-MA
Randolph-Macon
Academy
held inductions for the National
Honor Society (NHS), the National Junior Honor Society
(NJHS) and the National English
Honor Society (NEHS) during its
recent Fall Family Weekend. Several Front Royal residents were
among the inductees.
Ashley Birk, daughter of David
and Bonnie Birk, an Academy
sophomore was inducted into
both the NHS and the NEHS.
Allyson Doran, daughter of Joe
and Mariola Doran, an Academy
sophomore was inducted into
both the NHS and the NEHS.
Zachary French, son of William and Yong French, an Academy junior was inducted into the
NEHS.
Matthew Spearman, son of
Norville and Lynn Spearman, and
Academy freshman was inducted
into the NJHS.
To be selected for the NHS or
the NJHS a student must have
earned at least a grade point average of 3.75 after having attended
R-MA for at least one semester,
and excel in the areas of leadership, scholarship, service, and
character.
To be selected for the NEHS, a
student must have completed at
least one semester of Honors or
AP English and earned at least
a grade point average of 3.5, including an average of at least 3.7
in Honors and AP English courses. The student must also have
attended R-MA for at least one
semester and display exemplary
conduct and honor.

Royal Oak Computers sponsors tickets for library building
campaign
Tickets are on sale now at Samuels Library for the December
7th evening performance of “A
Christmas Carol, the Musical” at
Wayside Theatre.
Tickets are $25 for adults and
$15 for children under 12. The
ticket price includes refreshments
prior to the 6:30pm showtime.
All proceeds will benefit the
Samuels Library Building Campaign. These tickets are courtesy
of Royal Oak Computers.
Limited seating is available, call

Family Owned
& Operated
Since 1995

the library today to make your
reservation, 635-3153.

437-A South Royal Avenue
Front Royal, VA 22630

Fire department kicks off family bluegrass jam sessions

www.samsneadrealty.com • Fax: 540-635-7128 • Toll Free: 800-292-3548

On January 16, 2009 the Front
Royal Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department will be presenting the first of 11 Bluegrass Jam
Sessions at the fire station at 221
North Commerce Avenue in
Front Royal. These jam sessions
will be ACOUSTIC INSTRUMENTS ONLY and held on the
third Friday of each month from
Jan. to Dec. except May.
We encourage all musicians,

Creative Touch

“Quality
Work, at a
price you can
afford!”

Paint & Drywall
Free Estimates!
Licensed/Insured • References • Interior/Exterior
Commercial • Industrial • Residential
• Custom Colors
• Staining
• Wallpaper
Removal
• Drywall
Installation and
Repair
• Pressure
Washing

540-635-9808

784 Howellsville Heights Circle • Front Royal, VA
Nice country home on 6.25
wooded acreage. Secluded,
yet close to I66, FR & Shen.
River. Lots of windows,
French doors to rear deck,
covered front porch. Timberline wood stove. Ceiling fans.
MBR Jacuzzi,dbl vanity, sep.
shower & WIC. Poured concrete, full unfin bsmt w/insul wrap walls. Trane XE90 w/dehumid. Underground utilities. Oversize garage w/shelving storage
above. Hughes Net dish available. MLS#WR6839369

DRASTICALLY REDUCED! $249,900

BUDGET SELF

STORAGE
First Month

Call Jason at (540) 743-1258 or (540) 539-1251

THE APPLE HOUSE
OF LINDEN, VA

FREE!
with 1 Month Paid Rent & Security Deposit

With Coupon

SINCE 1963

*Subject to availabilty

Holiday orders being taken now! Holiday decorations
and gifts available! Vera Bradley, Crocs, and more....
come check us out! Don’t forget about our catering and
banquet facility during the holiday season!

INCREDIBLE PRICES!

540-635-4000
1-800-296-0044
Rt. 619 & Corner of Airport Rd
Front Royal, VA

540-636-6329

EXIT 13 OFF I-66• 7 Days a Week
APPLEHOUSECATERING@HOTMAIL.COM
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regardless of age or experience
to attend. There will be food and
drinks sold separately to help
raise money. There is NO ADMISSION CHARGE. Donations
are greatly appreciated and will
accepted during these events.
All proceeds will benefit The
Front Volunteer Fire and Rescue
Department to help support the
daily operations. These events
will be held in a non smoking environment, however, designated
places will be provided for those
who wish to smoke. This event is
open to all age groups and all welcome to attend.
For more information please
contact Patrick Harvey or Phillip Charles at the Front Royal Fire
and Rescue Department at 540635-2540.
Linden Santa Run
The Linden Volunteer Fire Department Annual Santa Run is
collecting Canned Goods, Nonperishable foods, Toiletries, Towels & Washclothes, Socks, Toys
and Blankets for a local family
with 5 children ( 2 girls - age 5,
1 boy - age 7, 1 boy - age 10 and
1 girl - age 12). Donations will
be collected at the Fire House

Please email your news items to editor@warrencountyreport.com

until Dec. 24th. If you have any
questions, call 540-622-4476
and leave a message. Thank you
for helping the Linden Volunteer
Fire Department
R-MA Soccer Teams Earn Academic Honors

For the second year in a row,
Randolph-Macon
Academy’s
varsity soccer teams have earned
honors for their hard work off the
field.
The National Soccer Coaches’
Association of America announced the 397 soccer teams
(145 boys, 252 girls) throughout

the United States who earned the
NSCAA Team Academic Award
for “exemplary performance in
the classroom as a team during
the 2007-08 academic year.”
Only 53 schools, including RMA, received this honor for both
their boys and girls teams. To
qualify for this award the team’s

grade point average had to be a
minimum of 3.25. The boys’ and
girls’ teams at R-MA had a 3.46
and 3.47 GPA, respectively.

Construction Consulting

Call now for a free consultation
540-636-1804
We also perform:
Excavating
Grading
Gravel hauling
Drain Fields
Misc. Backhoe/Bobcat needs

Home construction is one of the most expensive projects
most of us will undertake in our lifetime. Most people
lose tens of thousands of dollars during the construction
or renovation of their home. WHY? Because they don’t
understand the many facets of the construction process
and incorrectly expect and hope that everyone involved
will do their job and do what’s best for the homeowner.

• Develop or review construction schedule
• Ensure sequence of construction is accurate
• Plan and Specification Review – evaluate
design, determine constructability, value
engineering
• Select design Professionals and
Contractors
• Control budgets and schedules
• Assess facility condition

Cline Construction, Inc. is also a full service Contractor. We can turnkey your project and leave you worry free.

December
Special:

Your Hometown Full Service Auto Repair And Tire Center
• Engine Diagnostics • Tune-Ups • Brakes • Shocks
• Suspension • Exhaust • Cooling System

Competitive Rates
Professional Service

Foreign & Domestic
Brand Name Tires

BG Engine Services
Interstate Batteries

2088 John Marshall Hwy., Front Royal, VA 22630

540-636-4040
ricksautocare@embarqmail.com

Rotate and
balance
tires on
passenger
cars

$24.95
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Southern States exceeds expectations with $250,000 gift to
4H
Through the efforts of its customers, retail employees, dealer
network, suppliers, and its Agway subsidiary, Southern States
today proudly announces it has
raised $250,000 for the National
4-H Council through its 2008
Clovers All Over Program.
The Clovers All Over program,
which Southern States adopted
in 2007, celebrates National 4-H
week. Green paper clovers, the
symbol of 4-H, adorned Southern
States retail locations from October 5-19, and with a minimum $1
donation, customers displayed
their name on a clover in support
of their local 4-H group.
After donating $6,000 in 2007,
Southern States set an initial goal
of $50,000 in 2008. Employee
competitions and emphasis from
corporate leaders led to a total
that far exceeded expectations.
“Our customers, vendors and
employees embraced the effort to
support the 6.5 million 4-H youth
members,” said Richard Schneider, marketing manager for
Southern States. “We knew our
customers were true believers
in 4-H, but never in our wildest
dreams did we realize how broad
and strong the support really was
for 4-H until we totaled the contributions.”
Employees from Southern
States’ top contributing retail
locations today presented a
$250,000 check to the National 4H Council, which will distribute
50 percent of the funds to local
4-H organizations.

Students honored with National Leadership Award
Melissa Lloyd and Sara Beth
Dodson have been awarded the
American Youth Foundation’s
National Leadership Award in
recognition of personal integrity,

balanced living and potential for
leadership. The honor was presented by Morgan Riggs at their
award ceremonies held at Front
Royal Moose Lodge on Saturday
See News, 27

Scratch N Sniff Pet Care

Free Estimates
Financing Available
TC ENTERPRIZES

540-660-2913
LINDEN, VA

Serving Front Royal, Linden, Flint Hill and Surrounding Areas

• Pet Sitting
• Daily Walks
• Care for Dogs, Cats & Other Small Animals
• Extended Cage-Free Boarding Available

Apartment for Rent

540-635-6670

pet.scratch-n-sniff.net/

Mountain Oaks Apartments
Front Royal, Virginia

All lines of insurance:
Auto  Health
 Business
 Life
 Home



Insure with us
with confidence!
11 Water Street · Front Royal, VA

Be the first to live in a newly remodeled, conveniently located, two bedroom/one bath apartment minutes from downtown Front Royal and the
Royal Phoenix site.

Check out these amenities:

(540) 635-8401

ST NDARD SUPPLY
					

• Sales & Service • Design & Installations
• Grid Tie & Off Grid • Back Up Power • Stand By Systems
• Commercial, Industrial & Residential

* On Main Street Since 1953 *
Selling RED JACKET®
WELL PUMPS to choosy customers
since 1991.

Choose to call ST NDARD SUPPLY at
635-4547 for a professional installer near you.

Income
Limits
Apply

NEW Wall to wall carpet and hardwood floors
NEW kitchen appliances and cabinets
NEW central air conditioning
NEW energy efficient heating system
Background
NEW remodeled bathrooms
Checks
On-site laundry rooms
Required
Free parking
Walking distance to playgrounds, hospital, library
Minutes from FRAT bus stop

** Enter our monthly drawing for a $100 Target Gift Certificate **
(all qualified applicants are eligible to enter)
On-site Leasing Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9 am - 5 pm or by
appointment • 353 Kendrick Lane Apartment #22, Front Royal VA

Telephone: (540) 635-3043 or email paulc@rpjhousing.org
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Had about a dozen too many of those Christmas cookies did you? Don’t worry; because
you have free meals built into your plan, you shouldn’t let guilt immobilize or derail you.
Even if you fall completely off the wagon, don’t beat yourself up.

Health

Skip the New Year’s Resolutions with these tips
By Viviane Knight, CPT
Warren County Report
There’s no reason why you can’t
enjoy yourself AND stay healthy,
lean and fit through the holidays.
All it takes is planning, goal setting and dose of old-fashioned
discipline. Here are 10 tips to
follow for staying in great shape
over the holidays without turning
into a “miserable Scrooge” and
finding yourself one of the many
who make resolutions to reclaim
what they lost over the year that’s
just passed them by.
1. Stick to your exercise program over the holidays
“Fail to plan and you plan to fail”
is a well worn and clichéd statement, but it’s still some of the
best advice you will ever hear.
Not only do most people fail to
plan, they even consciously plan
to fail over the holidays. Resolve
now that you will not tolerate
slipping backwards.
2. Plan all your workouts in advance
Cooking, shopping, wrapping
gifts, sending cards, going to parties, traveling, visiting family? So
do successful fitness folks. Staying on your training and nutrition
regimen definitely takes some
time management skills. Use a
schedule book or monthly calendar and “make appointments” for
ALL your workouts for the entire
holiday season. Then, post a copy
where you will be forced to look
at it every day. If you try to “wing
it” and squeeze in your workouts
whenever you have time left over,
you’ll find there is never any time
left over!

not. Your body turns on ‘famine
mode,’ severely gearing down
your metabolism to conserve
calories; you turn on the ‘feast
mode’ and all those calories get
stored as fat instead of used for
fueling your body.
4. Give yourself permission to
have “free meals” - and schedule them in
A planned “free meal” or “cheat
meal” helps you to stay with your
nutrition program better in the
long run. If you’re too strict all
the time, you’re setting yourself
up for cravings and bingeing. A
few free meals per week will have
very little effect on your phy-

sique. Also, if you’ve been on a
strict, low carb and/or low calorie regimen for a while, a “free
meal” might actually be good for
you! It will boost your metabolic
rate and give your body the signal that you’re not starving and
that it’s ok to keep burning a lot
of calories.
5. Control your portion sizes.
Remember the law of energy balance, which states: To lose body
fat, consume fewer calories than
you burn up each day.
A caloric surplus gets stored as
fat , even healthy food – but that’s
an awful lot of steamed broccoli

Decor and More Interiors
Interior Decorating Consulting Services for Residential Customers
and Builders/Developers

and small amounts of anything
– even junk food – will NOT get
stored as fat as long as you stay in
a calorie deficit. Keep the portion
size small and savor every bite.
6. Make the best choices possible in every situation.
Tables covered with chips, dips,
cookies, salami, cheese, punch,
liquor, and a seemingly endless
assortment of other goodies? Did
you also notice that there is usually also a tray full of carrot sticks,
cauliflower, celery and other
healthy snacks too? No matter
where you are, you always have
choices. Always make the best
choice possible based on what-

ever your options are.
7. If you fall off the wagon, get
right back on it
Had about a dozen too many of
those Christmas cookies did you?
Don’t worry; because you have
free meals built into your plan,
you shouldn’t let guilt immobilize or derail you. Even if you fall
completely off the wagon, don’t
beat yourself up. All you have to
do is get right back on your program.
See Health, 7

- Listen and Win -

• Home, Room & Office • Wall/Window Treatments
• Furniture & Accessories
• Computerized Floor Plans
• Real Estate Staging • Planning Events
• Redesign and More!

Laurie Cornett

Decorator - Graduate of the Art Institute of Pittsburg
www.decorandmoreinteriors.com
Serving MD, WV and VA

(304) 496-7358 or (304) 813-5326

3. Maintain your consistent
eating schedule

Cakes, cookies and brownies for all
occasions. Call Tina today to place your
holiday order!

540-635-5247

www.bakedtoperfection.com

201065

Consistency is the key to success.
Without it, you never get any momentum going. Don’t allow the
Holidays to throw you off your
regular eating schedule. When
there’s a big dinner scheduled,
many people think that skipping
their morning and afternoon
meals to “save room” for the big
one later is a good strategy - it’s
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News, from 25
November 8, 2008.
The
National
Leadership
Award is presented each year by
the American Youth Foundation
(AYF) in cooperation with principals, counselors, county 4-H
agents, church groups and other
organizations across the country. The award was first offered
in 1941 by the late William H.
Danforth, founder of the Ralston
Purina Company in St. Louis,
who challenged young people to
achieve their highest potential
and to influence others through
lives of service. The award is inspired by the book, I Dare You!
Written by Danforth, in which
he commends the balanced life of
mental, physical, social and spiritual development as the backbone of leadership.
Congressman Wolf renews
call for creation of interstate
compact to review plans for
construction of transmission
power lines
Rep. Frank Wolf has renewed
his call for Virginia Governor
Tim Kaine to establish an interstate compact with West Virginia
and Pennsylvania to review plans
that call for huge transmission
power lines to be built across the
three states.
In a letter to Kaine, Wolf urged
the governor to form a compact
“to take one final look at this
project before it moves forward.”
Wolf made his initial request in
September.
Under federal law (P.L. 109-58)
an “interstate compact” of three
or more states can join together
to create a regional transmission
siting agency that has the authority to review, certify and permit
regional transmission facilities,
Wolf said. If the states agree on
a plan, this interstate compact
would pre-empt federal authority.
“There is a window of opportunity to sit down and reevaluate
the details before construction on
this project begins as the (State
Corporation Commission) is still
waiting to receive the final orders
from Pennsylvania and West Virginia ,” Wolf wrote. “It is my understanding that West Virginia ‘s
final order is still pending on several conditions. I encourage you
to start a discussion with the governors from West Virginia and

The renovation of the former Fairfield Apartments into the Mountain Oaks Apartments received the Best
Housing Preservation/Revitalization Effort in Virginia Award at the Governor’s Housing Conference. Through
the work of the Robert Pierre Johnson Housing Development Corporation (RPJ Housing), a neighborhood
that the police identified as crime ridden has been transformed into a desirable affordable neighborhood.
Pennsylvania to explore an interstate compact that would help to
ensure that the best decisions for
all parties are made and that no
mistakes are made that cannot be
undone.
“The lands that these transmission lines will cross in northern
Virginia have significant historical, environmental, scenic and
cultural value and millions of
federal, state, local and private
dollars have been spent to protect and preserve this area” Wolf
continued. “Once this landscape
is blemished by these huge transmission lines, there will be no
turning back.”
Christmas at Belle Grove
Historic Belle Grove’s halls will
be decked in its Christmas splendor and with a very special exhibit
of antique dolls and toys this December. Belle Grove rings in the
holidays with its festive Holiday
Tours from 10 A.M. to 9 P.M on
Fridays December 5th, 12th, and
19th , and on Saturdays December 6th, 13th, and 20th , and from

1 P.M. to 9 P.M. on Sundays, December 7th, 14th, and 21st. The
House will also be open from 10
A.M. to 4 P.M. on Monday and
Tuesday, December 22nd and
23rd. The Museum Shop, stocked
with great holiday gifts and decorations, is open weekdays in December from 10 A.M. to 4 P.M.
and during all holiday tour hours.
As a special treat, children will be
able to tell Santa their Christmas
wishes on Sundays, December
7th, 14th and 21st from 2 P.M.
to 4 P.M. Santa will be sitting in
his rocking chair in Belle Grove’s
Parlor. The Manor House will
host this year a holiday exhibit
in memory of local toy collector
and former Strasburg Elementary
School teacher Virginia Beeler.
The exhibit will run through
the Christmas season and will
feature a selection chosen from
among the hundreds of toys and
dolls Mrs. Beeler collected over
her rich ninety-seven years of
life. Mrs. Beeler was the daughter of the Reverend and Mrs.
James B Hederick and born in
Peterstown, West Virginia on

September 9, 1910. She spent her
early childhood at “Belmont” in
Warren County, graduating from
Warren County High School in
Front Royal. After she received
her teacher certification from
Madison College in 1934 she
taught in Shenandoah County
Public Schools for 40 years, with
the last 37 at Strasburg Elementary School. Mrs. Beeler’s daughter
Laura Ellen Wade serves as guest
curator for the exhibition, which
honors Mrs. Beeler’s keen and
discerning eye for quality pieces

and her great love of children. The
collection will only be available
for public viewing during holiday tours in December. You won’t
want to miss the opportunity to
experience a treat for children
of all ages; Belle Grove’s festive
decorations, an encounter with
toys and dolls that span more a
hundred years of American history, and fireside refreshments.
The Manor House’s seven period
rooms will be decorated by ten
area garden clubs with an amazing variety of seasonal plants
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The Front Royal-Warren County Anti-Litter Council announced the winners of the
Clean Business Award for the 3rd and 4th quarters of 2008. Blue Ridge Opportunities “Clean Sweeps” located at 37 Water Street , The Heaven Sent Gift Shop
(above) owned by Maggie and Steve Sill located at 119 Chester Street and Main
Street Passage owned by Patricia and Victor Failmezger were chosen by members of the council for their consistent efforts in maintaining a parking lot and
sidewalks free of litter.
and decorations. The participating garden clubs are the Little
Garden Club of Winchester, the
Hawthorne Garden Club, the
Colonial Garden Club, the Winchester-Clarke Garden Club, the
Valley Garden Club, Middletown
Garden Club, the Stephen’s City
Garden Club, the Glen Burnie
Garden Club, the Warren County Garden Club, and the Master Gardeners of the Northern
Shenandoah Valley. Belle Grove’s
parlor features its trademark 12’
foot tall Christmas tree, hung
with ornaments from Christmases past. Visitors can also enjoy Belle Grove’s own spiced tea
beside the crackling fire in the
Winter Kitchen, while munching
on cookies made by Belle Grove’s
own volunteer “elves.” The Museum Shop features a variety of
unique gifts and decorations,
including locally made porcelain
Snowbabies based on the original German designs; individually
hand-crafted wooden ornaments
from Middletown, fine Belle
Grove jams and jellies, a selection of books on Civil War and
Valley history, cloth and wool
items based on 1860s designs,
laser etched paperweights featuring the Manor House, and the
Shop’s unique collections case,
featuring a variety of collectibles.
Belle Grove holiday tours are $10
for adults; Belle Grove and Na-

tional Trust members are $5; and
children under 10 are free. Photo opportunities of the Garden
Clubs decorating will be available
on Monday, December 1st and
Tuesday, December 2nd from
10 A.M. to 4 P.M. Mrs. Beeler’s
daughter and guest curator Laura
Ellen Wade will be available for
interviews and photo opportunities from 10 A.M. to 4 P.M. on
December 2nd and 3rd.
Hospice workshops
The Blue Ridge Hospice announces the following workshops: Drop-In Grief Support
Group, 3rd Saturday of each
month, 10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. at
Blue Ridge Hospice Residential
Center Family Room; January
8th, Safe Passages Support Series, every Thursday for 8 weeks,
2 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 13 West 2nd

Street. For more information
or to register call 540-536-5210
800-238-5678.
Blue Ridge Opportunities Director to retire
To All My Friends, Valued
Clients, Their Families and Colleagues:
A little more than two and a half
years ago, I had the opportunity
to join Blue Ridge Opportunities
(then the Warren County Workshop) as the Executive Director,
tasked with the responsibility of
helping bring the “Workshop”
into a renewed sense of direction
and purpose. With the help and
support of a very talented staff,
the community and a very special group of motivated clients,
we have been able to bring Blue
Ridge Opportunities to where it
is today. Recently receiving the

Front Royal -- Warren County
Chamber of Commerce recognition as “The Non-Profit of the
Year” was the crowning achievement for these efforts. If we were
to point to the single most important change, it would be the
commitment to “Social Entrepreneurship”. Now, when walking through Front Royal, I am delighted to see our clients working
and being a more complete part
of our community.
As is always the case, a point of
transition comes to move into a
less demanding and hectic time.
Effective December 31, 2008, I
will retire from my responsibilities at Opportunities.
I want to thank all my friends,
colleagues, valued clients and
members of the community who
have helped Blue Ridge Opportunities become a reality.
For me this has been the culmination of a 40 year professional
career, working with an incredible
group of individuals. As a young
Mechanical Engineer, graduating
from the University of Wisconsin
in the sixties, who would have
thought. My plans are to continue as an Adjunct Professor in
Math at the Lord Fairfax Community College and to take on
special assignments and projects
where I can continue to make a
contribution.
Thank You,
R. P. “Dick” Braatz,
CEO
Blue Ridge Opportunity Services,
Inc.

The Bill of Rights Institute Announces New Material, Property Rights In America: Yours,
Mine, or Ours?
The Bill of Rights Institute announces the release of Property
Rights in America: Yours, Mine,
or Ours?, a new resource that
provides teachers with a week of
lesson plans to educate students
about the foundations and ongoing importance of property
rights. The 40-page book will help
students understand some of the
rights that serve as the foundation of so many other rights enjoyed by Americans.
Property Rights in America
provides teachers with fresh, exciting materials that connect the
Constitution to students’ lives.
Lesson content focuses on economic philosophy, the Founding
documents, Supreme Court cases, intellectual property, and ways
technologies like the Internet can
challenge property rights.
Students analyze various primary sources, including the
Magna Carta, Second Treatise
of Civil Government, by John
Locke, Property, by James Madison, The Rights of the Colonists,
by Samuel Adams, and numerous
Supreme Court Cases. These lessons develop the skills necessary
for future study and research on
the history of America.
The creation of Property Rights
in America was made possible
through generous grants from
the Philip M. McKenna Foundation and the Aequus Institute.

Simply Cedar Log Homes
(local dealer for Katahdin Cedar Log Homes)

About 20,000 people read this paper.
An ad this size costs just $41 in color or $33 in
black & white.
Is your business benefiting from the area’s best
advertising deal?
Let’s talk about it.

540-636-1014
warrencountyreport.com

As simple as ABC. Affordable – Beautiful - Comfortable
If you’d like more information, contact us @
(540) 636-8400 or simplycedarlogs@aol.com
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Please e-mail brief calendar notices in this format to:
layout@warrencountyreport.com
Main Street Melodies
Wednesdays: Dec 3, 10, 17
Sat, December 13
3pm – 7pm
Enjoy the sounds of DJ Mike at the
Gazebo located in Downtown Front
Royal. For more info: 631-4314 or
wired4soundmike@yahoo.com
Folk Dance Troupe
Every Thursday in December
3:30pm – 5:30pm
Visitor’s Center, Front Royal
All performances are in costume.
Dances are Norwegian, Swedish,
Danish, English, German, Austrian,
Finnish, Icelantic, French, Scotish,
Irish and Early Colonial American.
Parents Night Out
Fri, December 5, 6pm – 9pm
Warren County High Sch-Luray Av.
Are you ready for a night out or have
some last minute holiday shopping
to do? Drop your kids off at the Old
Warren County High School Gym for a
night of fun, games and crafts. A light
snack will be provided. For ages 5 12years old. Must pre-register at least
a week in advance. Cost: $15.00/child.
Limit of (40) children.
Christmas Cadence
December 5: 4pm-7pm
Come downtown and enjoy Christmas
the way they did in the 1800’s. Visit
a Civil War Christmas encampment
and be transported back in time. Randolph-Macon Academy ’s Band will
march down Main Street to the gazebo where they will join R-MA’s chorus
for a short performance of Christmas
music. Take in the beauty of all the

holiday lights and decorations with a
carriage ride around downtown. Carriage rides will be $10/person; children
6 and under ride for free! For more
information, please call Chairperson:
Celeste Brooks 540-636-5482
52nd Annual Kiwanis Pancake Day
December 6: 6am-3pm
At E. Wilson Morrison Elementary
School, you definitely won’t leave hungry! All profits support Kiwanis Charitable Activities. Tickets are sold for $4
in advance or $5 at door. For tickets
or more information, please contact
Bill Powers 540-635-2825; or stop by
and see him at his State Farm Agency
office located at 135 North Royal Avenue
Christkindlmarkt 2008
December 6: 9am-6pm
Once again this year, Heaven Sent
Shoppe will present a German style
Christmas market featuring food and
craft vendors in the gazebo area. For
more information, please call Heaven
Sent Shoppe at 540-622-2060.
Downtown Front Royal’s
Christmas Parade
December 6: 4pm
Sponsored by Java Media Concepts.
Last year’s parade was larger and
more exciting than ever, so come
downtown early, grab a bite to eat, do
a little shopping and then settle in for
a great time! The parade line-up will
begin at 3pm at the old Warren County
High School on Luray Avenue , the
parade will then travel down Luray
Avenue to Stonewall Drive to Royal
Avenue , over to Main Street with
a final left onto Chester Street . The

Holiday publication schedule
Warren County Report will publish its next issue Thursday, December
18. This is the final issue of the year and the last issue for Christmas
retail or New Year’s Eve events.

The deadline for advertising in the Christmas issue
is 5 pm Wednesday, December 10.
For more information, please contact:
Dan McDermott • 540-636-1014 • editor@warrencountyreport.com
If you would like for a salesperson to call on you, please contact:
Leanne Bryant • 540-305-6347 • lbryant@warrencountyreport.com

parade will end at E. Wilson Morrison
Elementary parking lot. More info:
Chairpersons: Bill Powers 540-6352825 & Janet Michael 540-409-6703
Humane Society Open House
Sat, December 6, 10:30am – 4pm
Enjoy the Humane Society’s Open
House and Christmas Event today.
There will be light refreshments, door
prizes, obedience demonstrations,
most popular cat contest, Giving Tree
(to place donations under), silent art
auction, bake sale and the amazing
trick mule demonstration - more
information at (540)635-4734.
The Best Christmas Pageant Ever
December 6: 1:30pm & 4:30pm
By Barbara Robinson. Sponsored by
Nicolle’s Jewelry Designs. Five Rings
Very Little Theatre, 620 Virginia Avenue
(636-2787) www.fiveringstheatre.com
presents quality plays performed by
adults for children. All tickets are $5.
Book signing
December 6: 11am-1pm
Author Glenna Loving will sign books
at A Novel Idea Bookstore, 413F South
St. 540-631-9423
Holiday Carriage Ride
December 12: 5pm-7pm
Take in the beauty of all the holiday
lights and decorations with a carriage
ride around downtown. Rides will be
$10/person; children 6 and under ride

Activities & events
for free!
Bluegrass Pickin’ Night
December 12: 7pm-10pm
Everyone is invited to Browntown’s
Bluegrass Pickin’ Party held at
Browntown
Community
Center
in Browntown, Virginia. You will
hear gospel and old time music by
acoustic instruments only. All levels
of musicians welcome. Food/Drinks
are available for sale. Free admission.
More Information: (540)636-3588.
Winterland Workshop
December 13: 1pm-5pm
Shop downtown and give the kids a
break! Gingerbread decorating will
keep the kids occupied, along with
arts and crafts, games and prizes,
and the Grinch, who will take time for
photos! Located inside the Blue Ridge
Arts Council at 305 E. Main Street ,
this event is sponsored by your local
Relay For Life team. All proceeds will
benefit this worthy cause. Children
ages 4-12 years old can be dropped
in 2-hour increments for $5/child.
For more information, please contact
Chairperson: Maria Bolton: nettie@
shentel.net
The Best Christmas Pageant Ever
December 13: 1:30pm & 4:30pm
By Barbara Robinson. Sponsored by
Nicolle’s Jewelry Designs. Five Rings
Very Little Theatre, 620 Virginia Avenue
(636-2787) www.fiveringstheatre.com
presents quality plays performed by

Here is a listing of events for December in the Children’s and Youth Services
Department of Samuels Public Library:
• Wednesday, December 3 – 10:15 Toddler Story time. Theme: Trains, 11:00
Preschool Story time. Theme: Trains;
• Thursday, December 4 – 10:15 Toddler Story time. Theme: Trains, 11:00
Preschool Story time. Theme: Trains;
• Wednesday, December 10 – 10:15 Toddler Story time. Theme: Dolls 11:00
Preschool Story time. Theme: Dolls;
• Thursday, December 11 – 10:15 Toddler Story time. Theme: Dolls 11:00
Preschool Story time. Theme: Dolls;
• Wednesday, December 17 – 10:15 Toddler Story time. Theme: Christmas
11:00 Preschool Story time. Theme: Christmas;
• Thursday, December 18 – 10:15 Toddler Story time. Theme: Christmas
11:00 Preschool Story time. Theme: Christmas;
• Saturday, December 20 – 10:00 Books and Barks. Relax and read with the
Books and Barks therapy
dogs. Sign up has begun. 2:00 Christmas Puppet Show. In “Santa’s Workshop,” three little pigs entertain themselves while
their parents are working in Santa’s workshop. This presentation by the Blue
Sky Puppet Theatre will have the whole family laughing and singing along.
• Saturday, December 27 – 2:00 Teen Creative Writing Club. For ages 12 and
up. Sign up has begun.

adults for children. All tickets are $5.
Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting
Mon, December 15, 7pm – 8pm
Warren County Government Center
Town Council Meeting
Mon, December 15, 7pm – 8pm
Warren County Government Center
Council only has one regularly
scheduled Council meeting in
December and it is held on the third
Monday.
Planning Commission Meeting
Wed, December 17, 7pm – 8pm
Warren County Government Center
The Best Christmas Pageant Ever
December 20: 1:30pm & 4:30pm
By Barbara Robinson. Sponsored by
Nicolle’s Jewelry Designs. Five Rings
Very Little Theatre, 620 Virginia Avenue
(636-2787) www.fiveringstheatre.com
presents quality plays performed by
adults for children. All tickets are $5.
Christrmas Concert at Randolph
Macon Academy
December 21: 1:30 PM
Melton Memorial gymnasium. Free
admission. More info: 800-272-1172
www.rma.edu

Notices:
Girl Scout Troop 489 is once
again collecting gently used
coats. Adult and children coats
can be dropped off at Samuels
Public Library or the new Front
Royal Walmart. Coats will be
donated to social services to
be passed out to families in our
community.
Salvation Army: Seeking holiday volunteers for our Thanksgiving and Christmas effort. We
are making a plea for immediate
donations of cash and nonperishable food items for the food
drive, as well as volunteers to
fill Christmas stockings and
individuals and groups to man
out Christmas Kettles. Please
call our office at 540-635-4042
between 9:30am and 3:30pm,
Mon-Thur.
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Front Royal-Warren County Chamber of Commerce
“LIFELINE SEMINAR SERIES”
The Chamber of Commerce,
EDA and the Lord Fairfax Small
Business Development Center
have partnered together to host
the “Lifeline Seminar Series”. The
first of which is entitled “Retailing in Tough Times” and will be
presented by Casey Willson on
Wednesday, December 10th, 8:30
a.m. – 10:30 a.m. at the Economic
Development Authority conference room. Cost is $5 Chamber
member and $15 non-member.
For more information or to register call 635-3815 or info@frontroyalchamber.com.
NEW & IMPROVED CHAMBER
SPONSORSHIP
PROGRAM
UNVEILED
Sponsorship has its privileges!
Your Chamber has unveiled new
and improved sponsorship package designed with our members’
needs in mind. Sponsorship opportunities are available for all
members, small to large. Representatives from the Chamber
Board will be contacting members to discuss these new offerings. If you would like to be one
of the first on the list, contact the
Chamber at 635-3185 or info@
frontroyalchamber.com. Sponsorships are offered on a firstcome, first-serve basis.
SALVATION ARMY ANGEL’S
AVAILABLE
The Chamber of Commerce has
the privilege of partnering with
the Salvation Army to ensure that
24 needy children have the happy
holiday they deserve. Please visit
the Chamber and select an angel
from our angel tree. Each angel
lists the child’s clothing sizes and
special requests. We must have
all donated gifts by December
8th so that they can be delivered
to the children in time for Christmas. Please come by the Chamber today and select your angel
from the tree.
TOURISM WORKS for Your Virginia Business!
Meet with Virginia Tourism at
The Mimslyn Inn on December
3rd. Small businesses represent
95% of Virginia’s tourism industry, including retail, dining,
lodging, attractions and events.
Virginia Tourism and the LurayPage County Chamber of Com-

merce want to drive traffic to
your tourism business! Want to
pitch your story to our PR staff?
Interested in what tourism grant
funding is available? Perhaps you
want to make sure you are listed
on Virginia.org, the Commonwealth’s official travel and tourism website? Come by during a
lunch break or for the afternoon
and meet one-on-one with VTC’s
marketing and development staff
to target and reach travelers, the
media and to increase your tourism visitation. ALL visitor-friendly restaurants, lodging, events, attractions and retail shopping are
eligible Including B&Bs, hotels,
motels; diners, fast-food and delis; retail wine, culinary, clothing,
home & accessory shops. Get
listed on www.Virginia.org and
get in front of 5 million+ website
visitors a year! – FREE. Bring existing ad & marketing copy, print
brochures, images on CD and
your current web site address if
you have one. Reach vacationing
families, weekend getaway couples, business travelers and the
media to increase business. Let
‘Virginia is for Lovers’ work for
your business and link visitors’
passion for life, food & travel with
your business. Tourism is one of
Virginia’s most powerful industries, generating $18.7 billion in
revenue, supporting 210,000 jobs
and providing $1.2 billion in state
and local taxes to Virginia’s communities. Come visit us AND
support your local tourism office
and business community! For
more information contact Angela
Wiggins at 804-545-5553 or visit
www.VATC.org/workshops.
HOLIDAY BUSINESS AFTER
HOURS
The December Business After
Hours will be held at the Chamber
of Commerce office on Wednesday, December 10th from 5:30
– 7 p.m. The BAH will be cosponsored by the Chamber and
Downtown Front Royal. Join us
for fantastic holiday food by Carl,
great networking fun, and plenty
of holiday spirit! As in previous
years, the cost of admission to the
Holiday Business After Hours is
$5 or a new toy with all proceeds
going to the Warren County Social Service Department’s Foster
Children Program. RSVP to the
Chamber at 635-3185 or info@
frontroyalchamber.com.

BRIDAL SHOWCASE
If weddings are a part of your business, then your business needs to
be a part of the 2009 I Do Bridal
Showcase. The showcase will be
held on Sunday, February 8th at
Bowling Green Country Club.
Spaces are available at all levels.
Contact the Chamber to reserve
your space today at 635-3185 or
info@frontroyalchamber.com.
SHOWCASE YOUR BUSINESS
IN 2009
Looking for a way to get more exposure for your business? Host a
Business After Hours. The Chamber has only a few dates available
in 2009. Business After Hours
is held on the 2nd Wednesday
of each month from 5:30-7 p.m.
It’s a great way to showcase your
business and network with other
Chamber members and guests.
For more information contact
Pam at 635-3185 or priffle@frontroyalchamber.com.
MEMBER NEWS
A traditional Christmas parade
will be held this Saturday, December 6. Parade line up will
take place beginning at 3pm and
the parade will start at 4pm. If
you have not yet completed and
returned your application, you
must do so before close of business on Wednesday, December 3.
We will NOT accept any parade
entries after this date. The current registration fee is $35. This
includes the $10 late fee. If you
have any questions, please feel
free to call the Downtown Front
Royal office at 540-631-0099 or
send an email to holidays@downtownfrontroyal.org.
The Humane Society of Warren
County invites you to their Shelter
Open House & Christmas Event
on December 6th from 10:30 a.m.
– 4:00 p.m. The shelter is under
new management and we would
like to invite you to come and
share in the excitement. There
will be light refreshments, door
prizes, obedience demonstrations, most popular cat contest,
Giving Tree (for you to place donations under), silent art auction
(art donations appreciated), bake
sale, and the amazing trick mule
demonstration. For more information contact 635-4734.

Blake & Co. Hair Spa would like
to invite everyone to their Christmas Open House on Dec 7th,
2008 from 2-6pm. They will be
giving 10% off of all of their products. First 25 people to arrive will
receive a free gift and gift card
purchases get a free gift. Winter
Glamour Preview including mini
makeup lessons and if you book
an appointment that day with us
you receive a free accent foil.

on-line at www.redcrosslife.org
or call 1-800-GIVELIFE.

Holiday Gatherings are so Special at The Mimslyn Inn...We
Celebrate All Day Long! Our
chef is preparing fabulous Holiday Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner
Menus that will make your holiday gathering an event to remember. Circa ‘31 Fine Dining Room
or Speakeasy Bar & Restaurant
Casual Dining Room are the perfect settings for a small gathering
of friends, family or coworkers.
For larger or private parties, the
Blue Ridge Room or the Skyline
Terrace both provide an elegant
historic setting for any corporate,
social or family gathering. Call
today 540-743-5105 to make reservations for your holiday weekday or weekend celebration!

Dec 6 8:00am - 11:00am (S)
Continuing Education for Plumbing Middletown

AAMCO TRANSMISSIONS is
offering SPECIAL DISCOUNTS
(10% OFF) to Chamber of Commerce members for complete
care car services until end of this
year (Dec. 31, 2008). Just print
and show this letter upon arrival.
If you have any questions about
all of your car service or repair
needs please feel free to call and
ask for Allyson. Valid only at 190
N. Commerce Ave. Front Royal,
VA 22630, 540) 636-4193.
AMERICAN RED CROSS Blood
Drives will be held at the following locations: Thursday, December 4th 11:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. at
the Front Royal Federal Credit
Union. This is an Appointment Drive, call 540-635-7133 to
schedule your appointment. Friday, December 5th, Front Royal
Presbyterian Church, from 1:00
p.m. – 7:00 p.m. To be eligible to
donate, you must be 17 years of
age (Note that 16 year olds may
donate in some states with parental permission-check with the
Red Cross), at least 110 pounds,
and be in reasonably good health.
A person can give every 56 days.
All blood types are needed, but
especially O negative and O positive. Make your appointment

Workforce Solutions and Small
Business Development Center
upcoming fall courses. For more
information on the upcoming
WSCE courses please contact:
Pat Jennings / Middletown (540868-7021)
Construction

Dec 6 11:00am - 12:00pm (S)
Continuing Education for Gas
Fitter Middletown
Dec 13 8:00am - 5:00pm (S)
Basic Contractor Licensing Class
Middletown
Dec 13 8:00am - 11:00am (S)
Continuing Education for Electricians Middletown
Dec 13 12:00pm - 3:00pm (S)
Continuing Education for HVAC
Middletown
Food Safety
Dec 2 & 4 8:30am - 1:30pm (T,
Th) ServSafe Food Safety Certification Middletown
We also offer a variety of online
classes from our Education 2 Go
and Gatlin Education Services
sponsors. You can find the links
at our website: www.lfccworkforce.com
The Blue Ridge Educational Center will hold a Mid Eastern Dinner and Dance Performance on
Saturday, January 10, 5:00 – 8:00
p.m. at the Elks Lodge on Guard
Hill Road. Purchase your tickets
early! Last year’s show sold out!!
RSVP by January 3rd at 6319503.
Office Space for rent. Front Royal – near courthouse. Furnished
suite. All that’s needed is your
computer, phone and you! Second unfurnished suite available
or rent the entire floor. 631-9636.

www.frontroyalva.com
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Place your classified ad in the most widely-read newspaper in
Warren County by calling (540) 636-1014.
HELP WANTED

PETS
FOR SALE

APPLIANCES
FOR SALE

FIREARMS
TRAINING

Part-time / Full-time on
call help. Must have car,
cell phone and GPS. Be
willing to work weekends. Starting pay $15
per hour and up. Great
for retirees. Must be legal U.S. resident. Call
Mon-Fri 8am-4pm. 703895-4233

Puppies for Sale. CHIHUAHUA,
PUGS,
BEAGLES, MINIATURE
SCHNAUZER, MINIATURE PINSCHERS,
MINIATURE POODLES.
Health guarantee, registered,
de-wormed.
CASH. 540-778-3314,
540-631-7652.

NEW GAS OVEN!
GENERAL ELECTRIC.
4 burners. Black and
White. NEVER BEEN
USED. Everything inside still wrapped in
plastic. $200/BO. 540671-1319.

N.R.A.
HANDGUN
COURSES
CONCEALED
CARRY

Need 2 Stylists in a
rental salon. Call now
for position available
in November. Cindy
Vaught 540-974-9950.

No
Brainer

FOR RENT: Spacious 1 bedroom apartments
$625 per month. Water & sewage included.
Extra storage available. Coin operated laundry
room in bldg,
2 bedroom 1.5 bath townhouses $775 per
month. Includes water and sewage. Private
decks and yard space surrounding complex.
Coin operated laundry on site.
Pets accepted in both locations. Quiet neighborhood located corner of West 6th St. and
Virginia Ave.
Ask about our 1 month free rent special. Qualified applicants may receive a discounted security deposit.
For more information please call 540-6651611.

BEGINNERS
**********************************

TOYS, TOYS, TOYS.
Earn free toys. Amy
CONTRACTOR
Yowell, Discovery Toys
YARDS
Educational Consultant.
Large or Small
540-689-0125.
Equipment - Materials www.busybabies.net
RV - Trailer - Boat
WARREN COUNTY
540-974-3537
THIS SPACE
APC STORAGE

Ladies Welcome!!
CLOTHING
www.VirginiaPistol.com
PLUMBING. Repairs
540-636-9476
and services. ReasonPageant Dresses For
able rates. Free estiSale. Call 540-667Promote
your
busimates. Over 30 years
2927.
ness for less money. experience. 540-683SERVICES
Call 540-636-1014. 6103.
AVAILABLE
JOHN’S SMALL
LANDSCAPING
SERVICE
No job too small !
If you can’t do it,
I CAN !
Weed pulling, grass
mowed, flower
planting, veg. garden
planted, etc.

540-683-1093

No Brainer

Promote your business to more people
for less money. Call
540-636-1014.

Didn’t finish High School?
You need your GED!
Want to get it FREE?
FREE GED Practice Tests & Classes
Blue Ridge Technical Center & Samuels Library

(540) 667-9744 or (800) 435-5945

www.needmyged.org
Must be 18 or older to participate
Northern Shenandoah Valley Adult Education

WORK
AT HOME

BOOKS

Weird
Virginia
Royal Oak Bookshop
540-635-7070
207 S. Royal Ave.

HOUSE FOR
RENT
Riverton: 3BR, 2BR,
all appliances/washer/
dryer. Gas Heat. Woodstove in Den. $900/
month & discount on
rent in winter. Security
Deposit. No Pets. 540636-6374

www.royaloakbookshop.com

WOULD COST
your
Promote
your Promote
YOU ABOUT
business to more
8 BUCKS - CALL business to more
people for less
FOR DETAILS! people for less

540-636-1014

money. Call 540- money. Call 540636-1014.
636-1014.

Santa vs. Engle. Engle Wins.
By Kevin S. Engle
Warren County Report
No doubt you know that Santa Claus is a list maker. Every year at this time, we begin hearing
that “He’s making his list and checking it twice.” Well, Saint Nick doesn’t have anything on me. If
we were boxers, he’d be a lightweight and I’d be in the heavyweight class.
I’m a list maker extraordinaire, and not just around the holidays. I do it year round. If you ask my
wife, she’ll tell you that I go overboard. I would agree with that statement.
Of course I have my Christmas wish list, although I’m not sure why I bother. My wife just gets
what she wants to anyway. I also keep track of what we buy for everyone so that we don’t get them
the same thing next year. There’s also the Christmas card list. There are two actually. Who we
send to and who sends to us.
There’s a house chores “to do” list. That one never goes away, and always gets bigger. Same
for the “things we need to buy for the house” list.
Every week I make a grocery list. Every day, I make a list of things I want to tell my wife. There’s
the list of phone calls I need to make, and emails I have to send. Stuff I want to look up on the
Internet. Books I’ve read. Movies we’ve rented. Places we’ve skied. There are others, but you get
the idea.
Since I can’t control my list-making self, why not get creative with my obsession? After giving this
careful thought, I’m now working on the following new lists.
-the 10 dumbest things I’ve ever done. That might be hard to narrow down.
-in a category all its own is the 10 dumbest things I’ve ever said.
-excluding my mother-in-law, the meanest people I know.
-the worst movies I’ve seen.
-my least favorite jobs, and closely associated with that, my worst bosses.
-the sickest I’ve ever been.
-not counting speeding tickets, all the crimes I’ve committed. It’s a fairly short list and can easily
fit on two pages. Shorter yet is the number of times I’ve been convicted.
-all the embarrassing habits and idiosyncrasies that only my wife knows about. I hope so anyway.
I’ll keep that one in my head.
-the next 10 dumbest things I’ve done.
-foods I could live without forever, like lima beans and mayonnaise.
-the crappies vacations we’ve taken.
-the ugliest people I know.
-and when I had some to care about, my worst hair cuts.
That’s what I’ve come up with so far, but for now, I’d better get back to that Christmas Wish list
that my wife won’t use.

Engle’s Angle

Promote
your
business to more
people for less
money. Call 540636-1014.

**********************************

SERVICES
AVAILABLE

Classifieds

Mr. Engle doesn’t truly believe his mother-in-law is mean. Nasty is a more accurate term.
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Warren County High School Class of 1958 • 50th Class Reunion • September 28, 2008

Row 1—Left to Right: Judy Myers Shepherd, Kenny Miers, Tannis Monnington Warren, Teachers: Ralph Powell, Nell Hockman Campbell, Martha Ann Colvin Parker,
Genevieve “Beege” Mathews, Gene Kendall, Doris Britton Woodward, Jeraldine Shipe Ridgeway
Row 2: Dorothy Stoots Powell, Joyce Baggarly Cantrell, Margaret Wood Ireson, Charlene Andrews Brill, Margaret Ramey Blye, Ruby Rudacille Updike, Sandra
“Flossie” Smith Frazier, Lydia Peachey Penrod, Jean Case Berryman, Hale Almy Ament, Elaine Barnard Clatterbuck
Row 3: Dennis Reed, Amos Mitchell, Robert Bowen, Barbara Weaver Jenkins, Florence Stowe Mercer, Nancy Burch Brassington, Sonja Tolbert Heimlich, Judy Gott
Carter, Lavale Schneider Riddick, Barbara Swanson Woodward, Jean Grubbs Fogle, Charlotte Chrisman Mauck
Row 4: Thomas “Tinker” Grove, Gene Mathews, Wayne Ireson, Elmer Ritenour, Charles Frazier, Stuart Riley, Carolyn Paige Gregory, Betty Crawford Stockner
Row 5: Raymond Cook, Eileen Rives McCallister, James Parsons, William Fix, Clarence Jones, Dean Dowdy, Lovell Hawes, Jimmy Brinklow, Charles Campbell, Kenneth Rowland, Ira “Buddy” Fristoe
Row 6: William Drury, Nathan Jenkins, Robert Rutherford, Callie Cook, John Updike, James Colfelt, William “Buddy” Walker, Ronnie Pomeroy, Charles Burnett,
Thomas Burke
Photo by Janice E. Miller

