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Real estate

Buracker Construction LLC
Custom Homes

Celebrate the New Year in a New Home
New, One Level Country
Level. 3+ Level Acres
w/ Pond. Screened in
Porch, Garage, Deck
and More. Located in
Scenic
Browntown.
More Lots Available.

buracker-construction.com

*Offered at
$439,900

Looking for that special Mountain Estate or Weekend Getaway?
Come tour the “Lodge” in scenic Bentonville, VA

Almost Complete. New Home
on 5+ acres. Open Floor
Plan. Large Master Bedroom. Stream on Property.
No Restrictions. Located off
of Browntown Rd.

*Offered at $284,900
I would like to wish all of my clients a Happy New Year!

Christi Boies (540) 671-6494

Mountain Brook Estates
Have you been looking for that special piece of land to build your full
time, weekend or vacation home? If so, Mountain Brook Estates may
be just what you’re looking for.

Situated on 9 scenic acres with views of the Shenadoah National Park and George Washington National Forest, this cedar log siding home is loaded with extra’s. Exterior framing consists of 2” x 6” walls and R-19 insulation. The roof is a 50 year, standing seam
metal roof. The wrap around porch could virtually hold 100 rocking chairs. Inside, the
Master Bedroom is located on the Main Floor and has a cathedral ceiling, stone fireplace
and walk-in closet. The Master bath boasts a 4’ x8’ walk-in tile shower with 2 shower
heads and body sprays. The kitchen features Prestige Rustic Hickory Beadboard Cabinets and granite counters. A 48” JennAir Cooktop with grill is in the center of the island. The Great Room features another stone fireplace and cedar posts with carved Bear
Heads. The loft features a mural of a Virginia Wildlife scene. The two large upstairs bedrooms each have their own full bath. Farmhouse style oak trim and 8’ oak doors. Want
to come see for yourself? Buy this house before the end of 2007 and get a free Rinnai
Tankless Water Heater!

Call 540-636-1879 to schedule a tour!

Only 8 lots left!
Located in scenic Bentonville, VA this new mountain community of 10
lots ranging from 5 to 11 acres has something for everyone. Lot 2 has
views and a pond and several lots have a stream going through them.
High speed DSL Internet will be available! For additional information, call Buracker Construction, 540-636-1879 or visit our website
at mountainbrookestates.net. Prices start at 159,999 up to 229,999.
Bring this ad and receive $2,500 off through December!

Price Reduced to $699,999!
ADVERTISE FOR LESS!
Call Tara at 540-305-9776 or e-mail her at tarawcr@yahoo.com
For classifieds contact Melissa at 540-635-4542 or melissawcr@yahoo.com

Looking for a builder? Call Buracker Construction LLC 540-636-1879
or visit buracker-construction.com
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“Why are there restrictions [on uses] if it’s been cleaned?” - FR Town Councilman Stan
Brooks

Royal Phoenix

What sort of feathers will the Royal Phoenix wear?
Potential uses, limitations on business and conservancy parks discussed
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
What is going on at the
Royal Phoenix site on Front
Royal’s west side and what
will eventually be allowed
to go on there, and under
what restrictions were the
subjects of a mid-December meeting of stakeholders of the federal Superfund
cleanup site.
What is going on is the
continued cleanup of the

grounds directed by the
site’s only surviving former
owner, FMC Corporation.
However, what precisely
will be going on is still to be
determined as local codes
and federal and conservancy restrictions are reviewed
by the involved parties in
coming months. Front Royal, EDA and county officials
began that discussion at a
Jan. 8 work session at Town
Hall.
The parties in attendance

Avtex Fibers plant in Front Royal, circa 1945.

at a Dec. 13 stakeholders
meeting hosted by the Front
Royal-Warren County Economic Development Authority included representatives of the Town of Front
Royal, Warren County, the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the Lord Fairfax Soil & Water Conservation District, FMC Inc.,
Valley Conservation, and
contractor Ganett Fleming.
The meeting was seen as a
chance to reconnect and

iron out communications
and other issues surrounding potential site uses
among the parties involved
in the federally overseen
environmental cleanup and
locally driven economic redevelopment project.
That redevelopment includes an envisioned 160acre business park with the
potential to create 1,000
jobs and a 240-acre Conservancy Park for limited
recreational uses along the

bank of the South Fork of
the Shenandoah River.
Thus far the only active
redeveloped portions of the
site are the original Administration Building off Kendrick Lane and the 33-acre
county SoccerPlex on the
property’s south side off
Kerfoot Avenue.
The EDA-anchored Admin Building houses several
business tenants, including
Middletown’s Wayside Theater during its home base

Page  • Warren County Report • Mid January, 2008

Royal Phoenix

“There are some parts [of the property] that will never be clean.” – EPA’s Bonnie Gross
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“In other words, if we mucked up all of the sulfate sludge we would have a convoy I would roughly estimate that would
stretch from Front Royal beyond St. Louis, Missouri bumper to bumper. And the health and safety risks associated
with all of those dump trucks passing through Main Street, U.S.A. outweighed the [dangers] of the landfill capping
technique that was chosen as a remedy.” – FMC Project Manager John Torrence

renovations. At the December stakeholders meeting it
was noted that negotiations
are currently under way to
extend Wayside’s lease for
three years as a satellite theater. While it was pointed
out that the original lease
with Wayside was done
without notification to all
stakeholders, a violation of
the conservancy covenants
for the site, no one seemed
anxious to invalidate that
lease or interfere with its extension. The point seemed
raised only to illustrate the
complexities of processes
surrounding
redevelopment at what was one of
the nation’s largest environmental disaster sites in the

early 1990s. As envisioned,
the EPA views the site’s redevelopment as a model of
federal, state and local governmental cooperation to
resurrect Superfund sites to
productive uses.
Cleanup
FMC Project Manager
John Torrence briefed the
meeting on the status of the
cleanup funded by the federal government to the tune
of $22 million. Twentyeight above ground structures have been leveled and
removed. Six sub-surface
structures remain and will
be removed along with ongoing sewer removal work

this year, Torrence said.
Most of the structural demolition has occurred east
of the railroad tracks splitting the property in two.
While Torrence said FMC
plans to have the remaining underground structure
removal completed in 2008,
the EPA’s review of that
work and consequent clearing of the property for new
development could take
longer. At the December
meeting EPA officials could
give no precise timeline on
that approval.

Royal Phoenix

contradictions in allowable
uses by federal easements
versus local ordinance proceeded, Town Councilman
Stan Brooks asked, “Why
are there restrictions [on
uses] if it’s been cleaned?”
“It is clean but,” Lord Fairfax Soil& Water representative Lyle Schertz pointed
out.
EPA representatives present by conference call elaborated. Involved from the
near the outset of the cleanup, EPA’s Bonnie Gross said
easement restrictions reduced the amount of future
Clean but …
monitoring of the site the
EPA must do and lessened
As the discussion on re- the possibility of future litistrictions and potential gation involving the property.
“There are some parts [of
the property] that will never
be clean,” Gross observed.
Torrence later explained
that some contaminants
have been enclosed underground on the property. He
said both FMC and EPA are
committed to see those areas maintained in an environmentally sound manner.
All such enclosed contaminants are on the Conservancy Park side of the property, Torrence said.
“I believe what Mr. Brooks
was referring to is the fact
that some of our sulfate
basins or the fly ash basins
have landfill caps on top of
them and the waste is still in
the ground … So yes, there
is [contaminated] material
still present on site. However, it does not pose a human
health risk … because the
landfill caps are over them.”
Torrence said original and
existing berms have been
reinforced, adding, “The
landfills that contain sulfate
sludge have a geo-synthetic
liner on top of them that is
anchored into the ground

with two feet or more dirt
on top of them. So they are
protected from rainwater
infiltration and prevent human being from being able
to touch the material.”
While the fly ash basins
do not have the liners, the
two-plus feet of compacted
clay are considered adequate by the EPA to … insulate the material. Torrence
added that FMC is required
to maintain the lined and
unlined containment areas “in perpetuity.” So, the
containment areas will be
constantly monitored and
repaired as needed indefinitely. Torrence offered a
vivid visual analogy as to
why the decision was made
to contain some of the contaminants on site, rather
than ship them away.
“The volume of material
is so great that it would require thousands and thousands and thousands of
trucks to transport this material ... In other words, if
we mucked up all of the sulfate sludge we would have
a convoy I would roughly
estimate that would stretch
from Front Royal beyond St.
Louis, Missouri bumper to
bumper. And the health and
safety risks associated with

For Rent –
High Knob
High Knob house for rent:
Approximately 3000 square
feet, 3 bedrooms, 2-1/2 baths,
1000 s.f. studio, deck overlooking mountains, garage.
Location not far from High
Knob clubhouse. Peaceful,
luxurious living in Warren
County, 67 miles west of D.C.
near I-66. $1525 per month,
heat included, pay water and
gas. Call Roger at 540 6354835
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Royal Phoenix

all of those dump trucks
passing through Main
Street, U.S.A. outweighed
the [dangers] of the landfill
capping technique that was
chosen as a remedy.”

concentrate discussion on
what uses would be allowed
at the site and why any restrictions on uses existed
from a 1999 agreement on
property covenants. The
1999 covenants on uses to a
Allowed/not allowed?
large extent reflected town
codes on zoning, PrestonAnother EPA representa- Everett noted. Whether
tive, Marcia Preston-Ever- some restricted uses simply
ett, suggested those present reflected town zoning or

Despite its location across the Atlantic and nestled inland in the rolling hills of Virginia, many of the plant’s
buildings were constructed several layers thick to withstand possible bombing attacks. Covering a sprawling 467-acres … the plant contributed heavily to the Allied war effort of the 1940s …

actual health concerns was
one area that needed to be
determined, all agreed.
“A hundred years from
now someone discussing
property uses isn’t likely to
know anything about the
1999 agreement,” Lord Fairfax Soil & Water’s Schertz
pointed out. “It is a safeguard currently against
litigation over the property

New Beginnings Community Greetings
“Introducing Your Business to
New Homeowners in our Community”

***

P.O. Box 1025
Front Royal, VA 22630
540 635-8660
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It was an inglorious end to a facility that once helped make the world “safe for democracy” – even if for half a century its operations gave Front Royal, especially the north side,
its distinctive rotten egg odor
changing hands.”
“What do you want to do
that is prohibited? It’s not a
problem if you don’t’ want
to do a prohibited activity,”
another Lord Fairfax Soil &
Water District representative, Lauck Walton, pointed
out.
Schertz
acknowledged
potential tension between
those investing in the site
and those helping set restrictions without a financial commitment. “We
won’t play game warden,”
Schertz said of his stakeholder group, “but we want
to avoid lawsuits against the
Lord Fairfax Water & Soil
Conservation District.”
“I think the EDA has an
idea of uses it wants at the
site,” EPA’s Preston-Everett
stated. In addition to commercial retail, traditional
and technology office space,
the EDA has suggested a
hotel and conference center
and the potential for a cu-

linary school and Virginia
wines and crafts center.
“Are restaurants allowed
or not allowed – that kind
of jumps out at you,” EPA
reps observed of an apparent restriction on food
businesses. Initially it appears that restriction simply reflects town codes on
light industrial uses.
Two uses there seemed
a consensus would remain
prohibited at the site were
residential
development
and long-term health care.
County Attorney Blair
Mitchell and Front Royal
Assistant Town Manager
for Planning Nimet Soliman agreed that a viable
first step would be for the
EDA and town officials to
sit down to review potential
and desired uses and any
conflict with existing town
zoning codes.

Lawyers serving
injured persons
involved in:
• Automobile accidents
• Tractor-trailer
accidents
• Wrongful death cases
• Workers’
compensation
losses
Carl N. Lauer

Managing Attorney

636-3030

1-800-698-4907

Stakeholder perspective
Following the meeting,
Valley Conservation representative John Eckman
said, “We think the meeting
was really quite productive.
There are a lot of new players on board who need to
hear the background information and the details.”
Valley Conservation is a
regional land trust, Eckman
explained. “We’re one of the
holders of the conservation
easement, which is intended to perpetually enforce
certain restrictions on the
land for public health and
conservation reasons. The
restrictions are different on
different parts of the site
and that might cause some
perception that things are
more restrictive than they
really are. But there are specific prohibitions on certain
things, even on this part of
the site than can be developed.”
Eckman said he trusts the
EPA and FMC to develop
viable containment strategies for any remaining contaminants. “That’s their responsibility. But there are
specific responsibilities that
we have along with the Lord
Fairfax District as far as the
terms of the easement itself
– what can be done, what
can be built on top of the
land.”
As the target dates for release of larger segments of
the Royal Phoenix site approach over the next two
years, reaching an informed
consensus on allowable uses

Royal Phoenix
and restrictions becomes
crucial for the property to
be successfully marketed
– and for the site to become
more than just a fenced off
footnote to this community
and the world’s history.
A piece of history
The former rayon and
synthetic fiber manufacturing plant opened in 1940 as
American Viscose. American Viscose, a branch of
a British manufacturing
firm, built the plant in the
relatively safe environs of
the Shenandoah Valley as
World War II loomed in
Europe. Despite its location across the Atlantic and
nestled inland in the rolling
hills of Virginia, many of
the plant’s buildings were
constructed several layers
thick to withstand possible
bombing attacks. Covering a sprawling 467-acres
primarily east of the South
Fork of the Shenandoah
River in Front Royal, the
plant contributed heavily to
the Allied war effort of the
1940s, including the production of rubber for tires,
nylon for parachutes and
other war-related materials.
At its peak the world’s largest producer of rayon and
the community’s primary
economic engine employed
approximately 2,500 people.
The plant was owned by
FMC for three years in the
mid-1960s before being
sold to its final owner, Avtex
Fibers. Despite the impacts

AFFORDABLE WEBSITES
W Websites * eBay Stores * Flyers e
Newsletters * Brochures * and more

ShenandoahWebDesign.com

of a changing marketplace
and its ongoing pollution
issues, in the late 1980s the
plant was kept open largely
through federal government contracts. Those contracts reflected one of the
plant’s final roles as sole
provider of some materials
necessary for the U.S. Space
Shuttle program.
In 1989, its operations already pared back to a maintenance level, the plant was
finally closed by the state
DEQ and Virginia Attorney
General Mary Sue Terry
due to ongoing violations
of state water control standards. It was an inglorious
end to a facility that once
helped make the world “safe
for democracy” – even if for
half a century its operations
gave Front Royal, especially
the north side, its distinctive rotten egg odor.
But now odor free, the
Royal
Phoenix
stands
poised to rise from its toxic
“ashes” to help propel its
community toward a new
era of “green” technologies
and employment opportunities as the 21st Century
dawns with hope, rather
than regret.

For Rent –
High Knob
High Knob house for rent:
Approximately 3000 square
feet, 3 bedrooms, 2-1/2 baths,
1000 s.f. studio, deck overlooking mountains, garage.
Location not far from High
Knob clubhouse. Peaceful,
luxurious living in Warren
County, 67 miles west of D.C.
near I-66. $1525 per month,
heat included, pay water and
gas. Call Roger at 540 6354835
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“I think we wanted to see the EDA board fully staffed … I can appreciate the labeling of
lame duck but that board was in place and saw its duty to fill that vacancy.” – Tony Carter
on Dec. 18 appointment of Frank O’Reilly to EDA board

County

Fox unanimous choice as county board chairman
Board splits 3-2 on Democrat White’s election as vice chairman
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
It started not with a bang
and nary a whimper was
heard – but that there has
been at least a subtle shift
of perspectives on the Warren County Board of Supervisors was apparent three
days into 2008.
In its first business of the

new year, the board greeted two new members and
elected one of them – North
River Democrat Glenn
White – as vice chairman.
Following two-year incumbent Republican Archie
Fox’s unanimous election
to the chairmanship, new
South River District Supervisor, Independent Linda
Glavis voted with Fox and

White to give the North
River Democrat a 3-2 majority to take over the vice
chairmanship formerly held
by his vanquished predecessor Ron Llewellyn.
Outgoing
two-term
Chairman Richard Traczyk
did not seek re-nomination to the chair. However,
following Glavis’s nomination of White for vice chair,

Traczyk nominated another
former chairman and fellow
Republican, Tony Carter.
For the most part the newly aligned board seemed to
be mutually accommodating despite several discussions reflecting divergent
viewpoints on a variety of
issues.
EDA seat
Perhaps the most potentially volatile of those issues
was the Dec. 18 appointment of Petrine Construction owner Frank O’Reilly
to the Front Royal-Warren
County Economic Development Authority. White

put the matter on the Jan.
3 agenda and later said
his initial intention was to
revisit the appointment.
However, he acknowledged
that was no longer possible.
White has been critical of
what he has characterized
as a rush of backroom maneuvering concerning the
EDA appointment by the
lame-duck board at its final
meeting.
O’Reilly was unanimously
appointed following a Dec.
18 closed session to discuss
filling the EDA seat vacated
by Mike South on Nov. 30.
South resigned his voluntary board position to take
over the highly paid execu-

This 12 column inch ad costs
just $90 and reaches about
17,000 readers.
Empty chair and vice chair seats await occupants.

Hmm....

Tara: 540-305-9776
tarawcr@yahoo.com
Christi: 540-671-6494
christiboies@mris.com
Melissa: 540-635-4542
melissawcr@yahoo.com
Archie Fox and Glenn White fill the board officers’ seats.
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“If I hadn’t said anything, there would have been nothing on the public record except that
the appointment was made.” – Glenn White on O’Reilly appointment

County
that the position be kept
open, Carter pointed out
that one recent bone of contention raised by some EDA
critics, particularly on the
town side, is that the EDA is
dictating policy to the town
and county that appoint it.
Carter concluded his response by noting O’Reilly’s
appointment had been
unanimous and included
the support of three remaining members of the existing
board.
“Thank you for filling me
in,” White said following
Carter’s explanation.

tive director’s job vacated executive director’s job on
by letter by Paul Carroll at an interim basis by the EDA
the EDA’s Nov. 30 meeting. board at its Nov. 30 meetSouth was appointed to the ing. On Dec. 3, South said

the EDA hopes to have the
executive director’s position filled on a permanent
basis by the end of March.
He has been non-committal as to whether he would
seek the position on a permanent basis. However,
there was some sentiment
on the EDA that South’s
board seat be kept open for
his possible return.
“The haste with which
this matter was dealt with
troubles me greatly … Now,
I’m not looking for a fight
here,” White said after characterizing the Dec. 18 appointment as a “lame-duck”
rush by the previous board.
However, White did ask for
an explanation from someone involved as to why the
appointment was made in
the timeframe it was.
Carter replied that the po-

However, following the
meeting White still expressed some reservations
about the entire affair. While
acknowledging the personnel aspect of the appointment and resultant closed
session, White said he still
believed some public discussion of the appointment
and the EDA board’s request the seat remain open
should have occurred.
“There’s a general feeling
amongst the people that it’s
an old boy network, that
it’s a talk about it behind
closed doors kind of a situation and [the public] wants
it stopped,” White said.
“And I felt that particular
activity personified that. If
I hadn’t said anything, there
would have been nothing
on the public record except
that the appointment was
made.”

sition was filled nearly three
weeks after the vacancy occurred and a week after it
was advertised.
“Now I can’t speak for the
others but I feel we had two
good applicants,” Carter
said. “One [O’Reilly] was
from the Happy Creek Industrial Park area, which …
is one area of specific concern to the EDA and I think
we wanted to see the EDA
board fully staffed … I can
appreciate the labeling of
lame duck but that board
was in place and saw its Planners & liaison
duty to fill that vacancy.”
Of the wish expressed by During a work session folsome on the EDA board lowing the regular meeting and a closed session to

ValleyExtra.com
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“It didn’t begin to blow out of proportion at all. Questions were asked and questions were
answered and that’s what its all about.” – Board Chairman Archie Fox on EDA appointment discussion

County
discuss appointments, including expired planning
commission terms – Harry
Krum, Shenandoah and
Lorraine Smelser, South
River, were reappointed
to four-year terms ending 12-31-11; Mark Bower,
Fork, was reappointed to
complete a four-year term
expiring 12-31-09; and Victor ‘Tori’ Failmezger, North
River, was appointed to a
four-year term expiring 1231-11. Failmezger replaces
Ron Mabry – the board discussed reinstituting towncounty liaison meetings and
a planned full joint meeting
of the board, town council
and EDA.
At its last meeting of 2007,
town council passed a resolution calling for the threeway meeting to iron out
some issues surrounding
the operations, perceived
autonomy, as well as cash
and property assets of the
EDA. County Administrator/Planning Director Doug
Stanley said he had yet to
receive notice of the proposed meeting from Town
Manager Michael Graham.
It was decided to let the
town initiate the move toward the “trilateral commission” meeting since its
December Resolution was
the impetus for it.
However,
the
board
seemed ready to push for
renewed and regular towncounty liaison committee
meetings. Fox suggested
a pared down committee
comprised of the board
chair, county administrator,
mayor and town manager
to discuss specific items determined by the full board
and council.
“I’d rather see another or
rotating board member included,” White countered.
After Traczyk described

the former liaison makeup
similar to the one White
suggested, the board agreed
the slightly larger, more
familiar format might be
initially preferable. Carter
recommended that Fox and
White as the board’s chair
and vice chair represent the
board for a six-month trial
run.
Traczyk offered his perspective as chairman when
the town and county agreed
to suspend the liaison meetings a year ago.
“Some think it’s going to
be a magical thing where
everything gets done. But
nothing much was happening except fodder for the
press. It was really kind of
mundane what really happened versus expectations.
I think a lot of the problems really were after. But
something is missing – we
really need to get back with
them,” Traczyk said of more
formal discussions with the
town government.
Bing & booze
A request by the Rotary
Club of Linden to use Bing
Crosby Stadium for a winetasting fundraiser next fall
led to a “spirited” debate on
varied future community
uses of the stadium.
As a former Rotary member, Traczyk said he appreciated the intent of the request but wondered if the
renovated “Bing” was the
proper venue for this specific request.
“I have some problems
with alcohol at the stadium
for something like this. I
think it’s the wrong venue
with the kids and sports,
it kind of sends the wrong
message,” Traczyk said. The
former board parks and rec
commission rep pointed

out that while the Rotary
event might go on without
a hitch, approval could set a
precedent. The board could
then be forced to “pick and
choose,” appearing arbitrary
when rejecting other alcohol driven events, Traczyk
observed.
New board parks and
rec committee rep Carter
also wondered at potential
negative impacts on the
ballfield by the mixture of
non-athletic footwear and
rumbling, stumbling winetasters over the course of
the planned five-hour event
– “not that there’s anything
wrong with a drink here and
there,” he added.
However, White suggested the Rotary event be
used to judge potential impacts of such events. “My
difficulty is I see great value in turning Bing Crosby
into something other than
just a ballfield as a revenue
source. We’ll never find out
if drinking is a problem if
we don’t have one or two
trial events there.”
“I support special events
there but I agree with Mr.
Traczyk in this case and
we could be setting a precedent,” Glavis said.
In the end the board defeated a motion to allow the
event by a 4-1 vote, with
only White dissenting.
Library funding
With funding of a new
Samuels Public Library set
into motion by the previous board to a tune of $2.25
million over the past two
years, it seemed a $2.25 million appropriation for the
coming year’s work was a
formality. However, County Attorney Blair Mitchell noted that some “slight
wording changes” in the

lease agreement between
the county, library board
and school board had yet to
be approved by the school
board, which is contributing the land.
The supervisors approved
the altered wording on Dec.
18 and school board approval was anticipated at its
first meeting of the year, Jan.
10. In response to a question from White, Mitchell
suggested proceeding with
the appropriation on Jan. 3.
Fox lauded the pay-asyou-go plan for what is now
estimated as a $6.55 million
project. In 2006, the board
approved $250,000 for design work. Last year the
board approved $2 million
to the project. Next year
the county has committed
to fund up to $2.5 million.
The library board has committed to raising $600,000
to the project, as well as use
of the existing library to the
county for an undetermined
amount of time.
White’s motion to approve the funding passed
unanimously.

First impressions
“I was pretty happy about
the way the meetings went,”
new Chairman Fox said following the 12:15 p.m. adjournment of the work session. “I think it’s going to be
smooth.” Fox complemented both sides of the EDA
appointment discussion. “It
didn’t begin to blow out of
proportion at all. Questions
were asked and questions
were answered and that’s
what it’s all about.”
“One
down,”
Glavis
laughed following the meeting. “It’s a learning experience. I have a lot to learn
and I think the meeting
went smoothly. And maybe people were surprised I
agreed with Tony and Dick
Traczyk on a couple of issues,” she said.
Glavis noted that she and
White were headed for a
three-day seminar in Richmond for new county officials across the state the
following day. “It should be
interesting – there are a lot
of people in our position of
being newly elected officials
around the state. We should
learn a lot.”
437-A South Royal Avenue
Front Royal, VA 22630

540-635-9808

www.samsneadrealty.com • Fax: 540-635-7128 • Toll Free: 800-292-3548

Priced Below Market Value

Very nice split foyer home on cul-de-sac in Madison Heights,
Strasburg. 4 bedrooms and 3 baths on .21 acres with ceramic tile
in the kitchen and baths, hardwood floors, fireplace and enclosed
back yard. The garage has space for potential workshop or theater area. The forced air
and central air conditioning make this family home a great buy.
Come and see....you
won’t be disappointed.
MLS#SH6562781

REDUCED to $271,000
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“We have a history of not getting it right there … but I don’t want to make anybody’s life
miserable … If I make a decision that’s wrong I will apologize and fix it.” – Town Manager
Michael Graham on Cloud St. traffic flow

Downtown

Headed in the same direction?
Cloud Street one-way reversal to be tried
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

Driven the wrong way
down the recently realigned
block of Cloud St. intersecting East Main Street lately?
Well, don’t get used to that
one-way realignment headed south away from the
historical downtown commercial district just yet. In
the wake of complaints by
some Main Street business
owners that all – or at least
three consecutive – streets
funneled traffic away from,
rather than toward their
businesses, Front Royal
Town Manager Michael

Graham agreed to try another pattern to accommodate both business and
safety concerns.
At a Jan. 9 meeting of town
officials and downtown
business owners hosted by
the Front Royal-Warren
County Economic Development Authority at Wayside
Theater’s Curtain Call Café
at Royal Phoenix, Graham
explained the narrow but
formerly two-way block of
Cloud St. was changed to
one-way in the wake of a
safety complaint from one
unnamed business owner
off that street.
Graham said Front Royal

Police Chief Ronnie Williamson had recommended
the one-way realignment
based on safety concerns.
Graham noted that in his
first year on the job he had
discovered the two most often realigned town streets
were Happy Creek Road
at Sixth Street and Cloud
Street.
Graham joked that after
a somewhat controversial
realignment at the Happy
Creek-Sixth Street intersection had resulted in no public complaints – “maybe I
got a little cocky.”
But he quickly added,
“If I make a decision that’s
wrong I will apologize and

fix it. I’m not so hard headed that I’ll dig my feet in and
not fix it.”
Graham noted that Cloud
Street has been realigned in
one way or another at least
five times in recent years
– “We have a history of not
getting it right there … but
I don’t want to make anybody’s life miserable.”
Graham observed that
despite the narrowness of
the block, not only had that
stretch of Cloud St. been
two-way but that parking
was also allowed there. After some discussion of the
variables involved, Graham
suggested firs trying to redirect the block as one-way

northbound toward Main
Street, rather than away
from it.
There were no complaints
about that strategy from the
21 business owners, EDA,
DBA or town officials present.
Graham concluded by
saying if that realignment
didn’t work, the town would
revisit the Cloud St. traffic
flow until it was resolved
from both a safety and business standpoint to the satisfaction of those with the
biggest stake in traffic in the
area, the Main Street merchants themselves.

Apartment for Rent
JUST RENOVATED!
12/12/07
• Central AC
• No pets allowed
• Laundry, parking, rental office on
limits apply
site
• One year lease
• Security deposit = one month’s rent • Walking distance to FRAT bus
stop, town playground, hospital
• 2 Bedrooms/1 Bath
and library
• 800 square feet

• $600.00 per month plus utilities
• Minimum and maximum income

Mountain Oak Apartments (formerly Fairfield Apartments) are located at 343363 Kendrick Lane in Front Royal.
Contact person: Paul Clark, property manager, or paulc@rpjhousing.org

One motorist was caught in the act of being disoriented by the new directional
signage at Cloud Street’s intersection with East Main Street shortly after a meeting the morning of Jan. 8 where it was decided to change that one-way path toward, rather than away from Main Street. WCR photo by Roger Bianchini.
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Gooney Creek fire

A fire damaged approximately 30-junked vehicles at Gooney Creek Salvage, Chapman
Farm Rd off U.S. 340 at Gooney Creek on Dec. 27.

Firefighters battle Gooney Creek Salvage blaze damaging 30 vehicles

A fire damaged approximately 30-junked vehicles at
Gooney Creek Salvage, Chapman Farm Rd off U.S.
340 at Gooney Creek on Dec. 27. The fire is currently
under investigation by Warren County Fire and Rescue
and the Warren County Sheriff’s Office. The fire was
reported and first units dispatched at 10:25 p.m. First
unit was on the scene at 10:31 p.m. The fire was declared under control at 11:44 p.m. Involved units included Engine and Squad 1, Engine and Tanker 3, Engine and Tanker 2, Tanker 4, 5, 8, 9 and Page (Luray)
Department. A total of 33 personnel were involved in
bringing the fire under control. Courtesy Photos/WC
Fire & Rescue.
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“I’m not planning on being a lame duck or just going by the wayside here. I’ve still got
some initiatives I want to push forward. I enjoy public service and hope to get back to it
when this is behind me.” – Vice Mayor Tim Darr

Tim Darr

Vice mayor reveals kidney disease, politics put on hold
Darr nixes mayoral run as transplant sought through Johns Hopkins Hospital

By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
During a closed session
at the end of a Jan. 7 work
session, Front Royal Vice
Mayor Tim Darr revealed
to his colleagues in town
government what he was in
the process of making pub-

lic.
That revelation is that the
46-year-old Darr is facing a
battle with a hereditary kidney disease that will, at least
for the time being, derail his
future political plans. Prior
to his Jan. 7 announcement, those plans included
a spring run for mayor.

About 17,000 people read this
paper. An ad this size costs
just 51.59 in color or $41.25 in
black & white. Is your business
benefiting from the area’s best
advertising deal?
• Contact Tara at 540-305-9776
tarawcr@yahoo.com
• Or Christi at 540-671-6494
christiboies@mris.com

“Prior to this sudden turn
of events it was my intent to
run for the office of Mayor
in the upcoming election,”
Darr stated in a press release handed out as he was
headed into the Monday
evening closed session. “But
at this time I feel it is in the
best interest of the citizens
of Front Royal, my family,
and me to concentrate on
my health.”
Consequently Darr will
also not seek reelection to
his council seat this year.
“This decision has personally been a hard one for me
and is based solely on [the]
pre-existing health condition,” his press release stated.
Darr said the disease took
his father, Jimmy’s, life in

1994 at the age of 67. His
brother Tony, 43, a Kansas
resident also suffers from
the disease but has not seen
its onset to the degree Tim
has in recent months.
“Several years ago I was
diagnosed with Polycystic Kidney Disease (PKD),
which is a genetic disease
that attacks your kidneys
and their function. In October of 2007 for some unknown reason my condition
took a major turn for the
worse. As a result of that I
am faced with having to undergo a kidney transplant or
dialysis in the near future,”
his press release stated.
Due to the hereditary nature of the disease, Darr
has closely monitored his
kidney function for years,

he said on Jan. 8. “It’s all
based on creatinine numbers and in October that
number jumped from 3.5 to
4.6, which took me into the
fourth stage (of five) of kidney failure.”
Dr. David E. Sisson of
Winchester then referred
Darr to Johns Hopkins, one
of the best-known medical
centers in the nation.
“On Dec. 6, I met with
their transplant team – it’s a
team of five or six, with a social worker included – and
we began working to register for their paired donor
program,” Darr explained.
As part of that effort Darr’s
wife Tammy is putting one of
her two healthy kidneys up
for a potential match – she
is not a donor match for her
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“Tim is an excellent councilman, who cares about the Town of Front Royal and has the political
courage to back it up. And it’s too bad that he’s not going to be running this time but I would not
be surprised to see him come back in a couple years.” – Councilman Stan Brooks

Tim Darr
husband – that would make
a “paired” match through
Johns Hopkins available for
her husband.
Darr said he is also in the
process of registering for
the national donor program.
However, he added that the
Johns Hopkins program has
a transplant availability time
frame of two weeks to nine
months, compared to the
national donor program’s
average wait of 5 to 7 years.
Despite a decrease in his
endurance – he says fatigue
has been a major symptom
thus far – he continues to
work in his fulltime security job at the Pentagon.
“Like with council, I’ve let
them know if the call comes
for a transplant I’ll have to
go … Hopefully I’ll get that
transplant call before I have
to start worrying over dialysis,” Darr said.

Pending that transplant
call Darr said he plans to
continue through his current council term to its June
30 conclusion. “I’m not
planning on being a lame
duck or just going by the
wayside here. I’ve still got
some initiatives I want to
push forward. I enjoy public service and hope to get
back to it when this is behind me.
“That’s my plan,” Darr said
pointedly of a donor matchsuccessful
transplant-recovery-and eventual return
to public life in his community.
Darr was elected to the
Warren County School
Board in 1999 and was reelected in 2003. However,
he left the school board
after his successful spring
2004 campaign for the
Front Royal Town Coun-

cil. He served his final two
years on the school board
as chairman and has served
the past two years as vice
mayor of Front Royal.
In his Jan. 7 press release
Darr said, “I would like to
take this opportunity to
thank the citizens, town employees, my colleges on the
Town Council and Mayor
Jim Eastham for all of their
time and efforts put forth to
assure that Front Royal remains a great place to live.
I feel that over the past four
years the Town Council has
successfully contributed to
the betterment of the town
and its citizens. It has been
an honor and pleasure to
serve on both the Town
Council and School Board
over the past ten years and I
look forward to the opportunity to serve again in the
future.”

Town officials lamented
Darr’s physical crisis and
several addressed its impact
on the community.
“Tim is an excellent councilman who cares about the
Town of Front Royal and
has the political courage
to back it up,” fellow Councilman and former Mayor
Stan Brooks said. “And it’s
too bad that he’s not going
to be running this time but
I would not be surprised
to see him come back in a
couple years. He’s my friend
and on a personal note, I’m
very confident he’s going
to deal with this situation
and get it taken care of. He’s
known about it for a while
and he’s on the right track.
And I’m certain he’ll come
through it okay.”
“Of course we were concerned when Tim told us
about his condition. But I

think Tim’s going about it
the right way, putting his
health and family first,”
Mayor James Eastham said.
“He and Tammy have the
right attitude and I have every confidence that he’ll be
back, stronger than ever, after he gets his transplant. In
the meantime, I’m glad for
the town, that he’s willing
to continue on council and
hopefully be able to finish
out his term.”
“I hope things work out
very well for Tim Darr and
he has a speedy recovery,”
Councilman Tom Sayre
added. “I am glad he has a
positive outlook for the future. I hope everyone keeps
Tim and his family in their
prayers … Hopefully someday in the future Tim Darr
will run for office again. I
will miss him come June 31,
2008.”
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“Traffic is a concern to us all and council challenged staff to look for creative and economical ways to solve our traffic problems.” – FR Mayor James Eastham

Town’s future

Mayor Eastham reflects and looks ahead to 2008
Traffic, power options and preservation of downtown among ongoing priorities
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Warren County Report
asked Front Royal Mayor
James M. Eastham for his
thoughts on past achievements and future challenges
to the town government as
the calendar turns from the
seventh to the eighth year
of the new century. Below,
he shares his thoughts on
the recent past and hopes
for the near future.
“Well Roger, 2007 was
a very busy and productive year for the town. At
our planning retreat back
in December of 2006, the
town council and I all felt
that we had to focus on the
infrastructure of the town.
Roads were a priority and
the town manager and his
staff took the ball and ran
with it. Last year we began
an aggressive paving program and by the end of our
fiscal year ending in June,
we will have improved over
27 lane miles in town. We
now have a maintenance
program in place for our
150 miles of streets that
should keep them in good
shape from here on out.
“Traffic is a concern to us

all and council challenged
staff to look for creative and
economical ways to solve
our traffic problems. We
now have additional turn
lanes on Royal Avenue and
14th Street to improve traffic flow and an extended
turn lane on John Marshall
Highway was created to help
accommodate the increased
traffic to the new Warren
County High School. This
year we will be adding a turn
lane for Jamestown Road,
which should help alleviate
backups during rush hours.
We’re also working with the
County on our “Wayfinding
Signage Project,” which is
a coordinated sign system
that orients residents and
visitors to the more prominent mainstays of our community – plus when completed, it will get rid of a lot
of the ‘sign pollution’ you
see around town.
“All but three of the town’s
traffic lights have been upgraded and we hope to
have them done this year.
Because there is federal
money involved, we’ve kind
of been held hostage until
some impact studies have
been completed. As soon as
we get the green light (ex-
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tarawcr@yahoo.com
• Or Christi at 540-671-6494
christiboies@mris.com

cuse the pun) we’ll get them
done.
“The town’s largest financial enterprise is our electric department. Council’s
goal was to never get caught
in a situation where shortterm fluctuations in the
market would have longterm effects on our rates. In
2007, we went to a portfolio
management of our power
acquisition, which basically

means we are segmenting
how we buy our power. In
short, we’re not putting all
our eggs in one basket any
longer. Fortunately, the
town manager was able to
renegotiate our latest contract and get us a lower
rate, which allowed us to
decrease the rate we charge
our residential customers
by 2-1/2 percent.
“We are also looking into

non-fossil fuel power generation to decrease our
dependency on coal and
doing some self-power generation to enable us to do
some peak shaving and realize some additional cost
savings that we can pass on
to our customers. In 2008,
we’ll be bringing our new
Happy Creek substation
on line, which will alleviate
potential brownouts in that
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Town’s future
area and provide power for
future growth.
“This spring, we’ll kick off
our neighborhood renaissance program in Royal Village. We will be installing
new curbing, gutters, sidewalks and sewer to address
the storm water control issues in that area. We’ll also
complete our Cherrydale
project in 2008, with the installation of curb and gutter
and paving the street where
the half-mile, 8” waterline
was installed in 2007.
“Our water treatment
plant expansion is scheduled for completion this
May. That expansion will
double our capacity from 3
million to 6 million gallons.
In addition, we’re in the
process of getting the engi-

neering done for upgrading
the wastewater treatment
plant.
“We look forward to WalMart opening this spring
out at Riverton Commons,
providing more shopping
options and keeping tax
dollars at home. But the
Town Council is dedicated
to not let its opening have
the kind of impact that
[such openings] have had in
some other communities.
We all realize that we have
to keep our downtown viable and vital, which means a
concerted effort needs to be
put forth in redevelopment.
We will be working with the
EDA to improve our infrastructure in order to attract
and retain businesses not
only for Main Street, but all

“We are also looking into non-fossil fuel power generation to decrease our dependency on coal
and doing some self-power generation to enable us to do some peak shaving and realize some
additional cost savings that we can pass on to our customers.” – Mayor Eastham

over town, including South
Street, Royal Avenue, Commerce Avenue, Shenandoah
Avenue and the Royal Phoenix site.
“Our award winning,
“Where the Mountains
Meet the River” trail plan
will get in high gear in 2008,
including working with the
County and Game and Inland Fisheries Department
to improve the Luray Avenue Boat Landing. Here
we are, “the canoe capital of
Virginia,” and we don’t have
a decent venue to enter the
river. That will change with
this project. When the trail
plan is complete, we will
have all major town attractions and destinations accessible by foot or bike with
minimal interaction with

The Start of a New Year…….
It’s hard to believe that 2007 has come and gone. Where
does the time go? There were so many major events that
touched our lives in 2007. From the Utah coal mine tragedy, the Minnesota highway bride collapse, to the tragedies
at Virginia Tech and then the war going into its fifth year.
We will continue to remember those events for years to
come and can only hope that 2008 will be a better year.
So……I guess with a New Year comes those New Year
Resolutions. So, have you made yours yet? Maybe it will
be to quit smoking, loose some weight, get more organized,
or eat healthier. Those seem to be the most common, but
whatever your resolution is, be realistic with it and don’t
set yourself up for failure. So, enjoy the New Year and don’t
take anything for granite. Life is to short and to unpredictable as 2007 clearly showed us. Live for the day because
who knows if tomorrow will come. So… heres to a great
2008. May it be your best year ever.
Happy New Year…………			

- Christi Boies

traffic.
“Beautification was rated
high as a priority in our
town survey. Our horticulture division is working
closely with the Tree Stewards and the Beautification
of Front Royal Committee
on a number of projects, including removing invasive
plants and trees along Happy Creek, replacing trees
along Main Street and Royal
and Virginia Avenues, and
maintaining our Tree City
USA status. We would also
like to pay a little more attention to the appearance of
the entrances into town. In
2008, our new code enforcement officer will be working
with property owners to get
rid of blighted properties
around town.
“The good news is that all
these things we’ve been
talking about were accom-

plished without raising taxes.
“I think you’ll see better
town-county relations in
2008. You’ll notice that in a
number of projects I mentioned earlier that we are
working with the county.
Communications
didn’t
cease with the suspension
of the liaison committee
– they just weren’t as public. Chairman Traczyk and
I met on a regular basis to
discuss mutual issues and
we each relayed information back to our respective boards. I look forward
to meeting with Chairman
Fox to discuss establishing
a framework for a dialogue.
It may be resurrecting the
liaison committee or possibly something less formal,
but there will be communication.”

This 12 column inch ad costs
just $90 and reaches about
17,000 readers.

Hmm....
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tarawcr@yahoo.com
Christi: 540-671-6494
christiboies@mris.com
Melissa: 540-635-4542
melissawcr@yahoo.com
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Briefs
Town water restrictions gravated malicious woundlifted
ing; use of a firearm in the
commission of a felony;
The fourteen-day rolling and, possession of a firearm
average of the South Fork of after having been convicted
the Shenandoah River has of a felony. He is currently
now risen above 30% allow- being held in the Warren
ing the Town of Front Royal County Jail without bond
to lift the mandatory and until Monday at which time
voluntary water conserva- a bond hearing will be held.
tion designations.
As of Monday morning,
The Town realizes that January 7, 2008, Mr. Richthe water restrictions were ard Biggie is listed in stable
a burden upon its custom- condition at Winchester
ers and appreciates the co- Medical Center accordoperation it received during ing to his family members.
this time.
Anyone with information
of this incident can contact
Town shooting
Cpl. Steve Mauck at the
Front Royal Police DepartChief Ronald A. William- ment at (540) 636-2208.
son advised that on January 6, 2008, shortly after The Kiwanis club of Front
3:00 a.m., officers were dis- Royal announces it’s guest
patched to 117 West 9th speakers for January,
Street for report of a shoot- 2008.
ing. Prior to the arrival of
officers at the scene, RichWednesday, January 15,
ard A. Biggie, 43 years old, 2008, Mike South will proof the same address, had vide an EDA update.
been transported to WarWednesday, January 23,
ren Memorial Hospital by 2008, Jim Frenier will be
family members for medi- discussing AARP Tax Aide.
cal attention of a gunshot This will be very beneficial
wound.
for seniors who need assisAccording to investiga- tance with tax preparation.
tors that arrived at the
Wednesday, January 30,
crime scene shortly there- 2008, George Rutter with
after, witnesses stated that C-Cap.
Mr. Biggie had been shot in
Kiwanis is an internationhis right thigh after an ar- al organization dedicated to
gument with his son, Ethan helping children. Kiwanis
Richard Biggie, 18 years of of Front Royal meets each
age, of the same address. It Wednesday at 6pm at Bowlwas stated that Mr. Biggie ing Green Country Club.
had gone to the basement Members of the commuwhere he was confronted nity are encouraged to atby Ethan Biggie who held a tend. For more information,
12 gauge pump action shot- contact Tammy Batcha,
gun. It was further stated programs chair, at 540-550that Ethan Biggie fired one 1971
round striking Mr. Biggie.
Ethan Biggie was subsequently located and taken Wayside Theatre’s presinto custody by Officer Ja- ents third part of the trilson Winner. Ethan Biggie ogy: “smoke on the mounhas been charged with ag- tain homecoming”

Wayside Theatre Artistic
Director Warner Crocker
today announced Wayside
Theater will present the
third part of the trilogy:
Smoke on the Mountain
Homecoming.” The fourth
production in the 20072008 Season will be presented at the Royal Phoenix Theatre in Front Royal,
VA. Smoke on the Mountain Homecoming opens
January 26th and continues
through March 29th.
After the sensational
smash runs of Smoke on
the Mountain and A Sander’s Family Christmas last
season. Wayside Theatre
brings you the hilarious
third part of this family trilogy. The Sanders family
returns to Mount Pleasant,
NC, home of the Mount
Pleasant Pickle Factory. It’s
October 1945. The war is
over, and America’s years of
prosperity are on the horizon, but a different path is in
store for Reverend Oglethorpe as he gives his last sermon at Mt. Pleasant Baptist
Church. Rev Oglethorpe
and his wife prepare to
move to Texas where he has
been called to preach and
to welcome a new pastor
to the Mt. Pleasant Baptist
Church. Join the Sander’s
family as they send them off
in style, with hilarious and
touching stories and bluegrass gospel favorites.
Warner Crocker, Artistic
Director, announces the
cast, many Wayside Theatre
audience favorites and veterans: Larry Dahlke (Forever Plaid, Smoke on the
Mountain, Sander’s Family Christmas, Black Coffee,
Othello, God’s men in Texas), Richard Follett (Sanders
Family Christmas, Buddy:
The Buddy Holly Story, It’s a

Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Show), Pam Pendelton
(Smoke on the Mountain,
Sander’s Family Christmas), Elizabeth Albert
(Smoke on the Mountain,
Sander’s Family Christmas,
It’s a Wonderful Life: A Live
Radio Show), David Maga
(Smoke on the Mountain,
Sander’s Family Christmas),
Thomasin Savaiano (Smoke
on the Mountain, Sander’s
Family Christmas, Hank
Williams, Lost Highway, It’s
A Wonderful Life: A Live
Radio Show), Steve Przybylski (Forever Plaid, Smoke
on the Mountain, The
Sander’s Family Christmas,
The Buddy Holly Story).
The play will be directed by
Warner Crocker and Musical Director Steve Przybylski and Set Design by Til
Turner, Costume Design
by Tamara Carruthers and
Lighting Design by Christopher Ham.
Smoke on the Mountain
Homecoming official opening night is Sunday, January
27 at 6:30pm. Performances will continue through
March 29th. Ticket prices
are $23 to $28 dollars for
adults. Prices for children
17 and under are $10 for
any show. Group discounts
are also available. Wayside
Theatre 2008-2009 Subscriptions for the season
with options that fit any
budget and any schedule
are on sale.
Performances each week
for Smoke on the Mountain
will be Thursday, Friday
and Saturday at 7:30 PM
and Saturday and Sunday
matinee performances at
2:30PM. No Sunday performances on February 2
and March 23.
Wayside Theatre’s Royal
Phoenix Theatre located at
400 Kendrick Lane in Front

Royal, VA.
Babe Ruth Baseball registration
WARREN COUNTY BABE
RUTH LEAGUE (For players 13-16 living in Front
Royal or Warren County)
Registration Dates for
2008 Season.
Players born before May
1, 1995 and on or after May
1, 1991 are eligible.
Saturday, January 26,
2008: 9-12 am
Saturday, February 2,
2008: 9-12 am
Saturday, February 9,
2008: 9-12 am
Registration Fee: $85.00
for first player, $140.00 for
two or more players in one
family
Sign-Up Location: Front
Royal Volunteer Fire Department Hall, Commerce
Street, Front Royal
Bring original or certified
copy of birth certificate(s).
It (they) will be returned
before you leave registration area.
Call Dave Gushee, 540635-3679, if you’d like additional information
Anderson’s one-woman
show in Winchester • Little Theatre hosts local actress/director in ‘Shirley
Valentine’
Local actress and director,
Sally Anderson is appearing in the one-woman show
“Shirley Valentine” at Winchester Little Theatre. This
endearing and poignant
comedy about a Liverpool
housewife opens on Friday
January 4th at 8pm.
Performances are Jan.
4,5,10,11,12 at 8pm and
January 6 & 13 at 2pm.
Tickets (adults $18, seniors
$16, students $14) are avail-
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Briefs
able at the Box Office 6623331 and at the theatre on
315 W. Boscowen Street in
Winchester.
Anderson is the owner of
Five Rings Arts & Education Centre in Front Royal.
Teacher, students honored
for their patriotic efforts
Stephanie Davis, R-MA
Spanish teacher and Community Service Coordinator, was honored by the Air
Force Association and the
Red River Valley Fighter Pilots Association for her letter writing campaign to US
soldiers.
Last year, Ms. Davis began a campaign in affiliation with Anysoldier.com
to write to soldiers in Iraq
and at stateside Army hospitals. Col John “Shadow”
Hope, USAF-Ret and Executive Director of the Red
River Valley Fighter Pilots
Association, presented Ms.
Davis with a certificate of
appreciation at R-MA’s chapel service on Monday, December 17, 2007.
“Soldiers always want and
crave to know that America
supports them,” Col Hope
stated. “This person has increased the morale of our
soldiers through her letter
writing [campaigns].”
At the same ceremony,
Davis received a certificate
of achievement from the Air
Force Association Chapter
435. R-MA students Jacob
Skeith ‘09 and Fan Wang
’09 were honored separately
at a luncheon earlier in the
month, for their contributions to the program. Students involved in the program have mailed over 350
letters since February 2007,
and received responses
from 25 service members.

R-MA students, teachers
honored by local VFW Middle school group preschapter
ents $100 to WC Meals on
Wheels
Randolph-Macon AcadeMary Anna Stokes said she
my students took two of the
top three prizes at the local didn’t have to do any fancy
level of the “Patriot’s Pen” talking to get her mentoring
contest, sponsored by Vet- group to support the Warerans of Foreign Wars Post ren County Senior Center’s
1860. Philip R. Stiffler, Vice Meals on Wheels program
Commander of VFW Post this year. The group of sixth
1860, presented the awards grade boys had several proto Matthew Spearman, grams to choose from, but
Curtis McNeill, and Jamie this is the one that immediKim on Monday, December ately touched their hearts.
17, 2007. Teachers Melissa
Three months and three
Austin and Brian Barbour bake sales later, the mentorwere also honored.
ing group’s Student Council
“We had about 100 sub- Association representative,
missions and three winners, sixth grader David Lee, preout of all the middle schools sented a $100 check to Bill
in the area,” he said. “And Crawford to directly suptwo of the three winners port the Meals on Wheels
came from R-MA.”
program. Crawford is the
Stiffler first presented a case management dedifferent kind of award. partment director for the
Since international students Shenandoah Area Agency
are not allowed to compete on Aging, which runs the
for the Patriot’s Pen priz- Senior Center.
es, the local group held a
“Thank you for thinking of
separate contest for them. our seniors,” Crawford said
On Monday, they honored as he accepted the check.
eighth grader Jamie Kim as
The entire mentoring
the student who wrote the group stayed after the prebest essay about her coun- sentation to bring holiday
try.
drink cups around to all
Next, Stiffler presented of the seniors visiting that
the third place award to sev- day. Although initially shy,
enth grader Curtis McNeill they were soon making the
for the second year in a row. rounds comfortably, pourEighth grader Matt Spear- ing drinks and chatting with
man took first place; his es- the senior citizens gathered
say will go on to compete at there. One threw her arm
the regional level.
around a student and proMiddle School civics claimed, “I want to take this
teacher Melissa Austin and one home with me.” A few
Upper School U.S. Gov- minutes later, though, she
ernment and Geopolitics had changed her mind and
teacher Brian Barbour also selected another student to
received the VFW honor of “take home.’
“Teacher of the Year.” This
The students sang a few
program, begun in 1999, impromptu Christmas carrecognizes teachers for the ols, including “Rudolph
promotion of citizenship the Red-Nosed Reindeer”
inside and outside of the and “Frosty the Snowman,”
classroom.
which touched the heart of

one senior visiting that day.
“I grew up in the same
town as the man who wrote
those songs,” she said. “He
grew up with my mother.”
According to their brochure, the senior center staff
and volunteers prepare and
deliver over 60,000 meals
to the homebound elderly
in their communities. For
more information about
the Warren County Senior
Center, call 540-635-8652.

tion would like to be a part
of Springfest 2008, please
contact Celeste Brooks at
cbrooks@rma.edu for an
application. Space is free to
those who are only displaying information; organizations/businesses that wish
to sell products must pay a
nonrefundable $50 vendor
fee. Springfest is an indoor/
outdoor event held rain or
shine.

R-MA Springfest April 19
Randolph-Macon Academy’s third annual Springfest
will be Saturday, April 19,
2008, from 12 noon to 4:00
pm. Last year, about 1,000
people attended this free
community event, which
features games, bounce
rides, and entertainment. If
your business or organiza-

This 12 column inch ad costs
just $90 and reaches about
17,000 readers.

Hmm....

Tara: 540-305-9776
tarawcr@yahoo.com
Christi: 540-671-6494
christiboies@mris.com
Melissa: 540-635-4542
melissawcr@yahoo.com
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“Skateboarders are the red-headed stepchildren. No one wants them and there’s no place
for them to go.” – Joe Andrews, Andrews Grading and Excavating, donator to the skate
park

Skate park

Skate park rolling toward an ‘08 completion
Fundraising hits home stretch for ‘Generation X-Games’ facility
By Susan Musante
Warren County Report
The proposed Warren
County Skate Park is closer to becoming reality but
still faces a sizable funding challenge. To date, the
Skate Park Committee has
raised almost $250,000
from fundraisers, donations
from individuals, local businesses, and organizations,
and grants from the Tony
Hawk Foundation and the
Virginia Outdoor Fund. Local skaters have contributed
through special events and
T-shirt sales. A movie night
and skateboard raffle held

on December 20th added
several hundred dollars to
the coffers, primarily from
the pockets of local skateboarders themselves.
When the project was
conceived approximately
five years ago, the initial
goal was $330,000, but due
to inflation the estimated cost has ballooned to
$375,000 despite a reduction in the size of the proposed park. Some might
wonder why the skate park
committee insists on building a park with such a high
price tag. Why not just build
some plywood ramps on an
underused tennis court?

Quality Built Homes By:

“A skate park will only
be successful if it is built
correctly,”
says
John
Bracken. Front Royal native
Bracken is the Mid-Atlantic
Coordinator for Skaters for
Public Skate Parks (skatersforpublicskateparks.org)
and a self-described public
skate park advocate. He is
acting as a volunteer fundraiser and consultant for
the Warren County Skate
Park project.
Bracken says experience
teaches that less expensive,
modular-style skate parks
constructed out of wood or
metal ramps are less likely
to become lasting, aesthetiBuilder/Owner/Agent E-mail:
bobhenryjr@comcast.net
Insured • Class A Lic. #038674A

Office: (540) 635-4390
Cell: (540) 660-3300
Take the worry out of home building. Call Bob Henry today to provide a “FREE” estimate for building your new home.
Custom design house plans are available or use your own plans. I can build on your lot or you can choose from other
locations. Whether you prefer the convenience of in-town living or the peace and quiet ofthe country, G.R. Henry Ir.
Construction, LLC could help you make your dream of building a new home come true. Wait no longer. Call today and
take the first step to making your dream home a reality. Financing Assistance Available
COZY AND COMFORTABLE
Get the most for your money with
this new Cedar Ranch featuring upgrades throughout. Mountain setting
only minutes from 1-66. The front
porch and rear deck are great for
enjoying the abundant wildlife and
scenic views. 2-car garage - Call
Bob today for more information.
SIMPLE PLEASURE
The cozy living area
says “welcome home”.
Scenic location in Eastern Warren County.
This dream home features hardwood floors,
gas fireplace & a full
basement. Ready for
IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY. Call Bob for
more information.

THE
APPLE HOUSE OF LINDEN
						

RENT TO OWN: Perfect opportunity for you to buy your new
home. Great location - walking
distance to the Shenandoah
River, Downtown Front Royal
and the new Skyline View High
School. You can sit on the rear
porch and enjoy the privacy of
the rear woods. New construction ready to move in featuring a
vaulted ceiling, gas fireplace and
more. Call Bob for more details.

SINCE 1963

Friday Night Buffet Coming Soon!
New Vera Bradley Merchandise Has Arrived! • Company
& Private Party Catering • Great Shopping • Gifts • Wines •
Famous Donuts Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner • BBQ Banquet
Room
EXIT 13 OFF I-66
540-636-6329 • 7 Days a Week
APPLEHOUSECATERING@HOTMAIL.COM
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Skate park
cally pleasing assets for the
community. “When done
right a skate park becomes
the most popular recreational facility a town has,”
he says.
Community support
Dan Lenz, Director of
the Warren County Parks
and Recreation Department, has worked on the
project since 2003. “Our
main focus right now is to
raise money so that we can
build the skate park this
coming year,“ says Lenz. In
October 2007, letters were
mailed to local businesses
and contractors requesting
in-kind support and money
or material donations. This
resulted in some monetary
donations as well as donations of lumber from Lantz
Construction Company of
Winchester, Inc. and labor
and use of equipment from
Andrews Grading and Exca-

vating LLC, of Front Royal.
This month the committee
will initiate a face-to face
fundraising campaign with
local businesses. “This will
be a major push on our part
to get all of our funding
hopefully by summertime,”
says Lenz, adding, “We are
looking for in-kind commitments to reduce the total cost of the project.”
“Skateboarders are the
red-headed stepchildren.
No one wants them and
there’s no place for them to
go,” says Andrews Grading
and Excavating President
Joe Andrews. Andrews was
happy to be able to offer
support to the project and
says he would rather see
kids outdoors playing, be
it new or old sports, rather
than sitting inside playing
video games.
Indeed, video games
simulating outdoor sports
are becoming more popular, helping to create in-

New Chalet Immediate Occupancy

New Chalet on 5+ Acres w/ Mountan Views and a Creek running
thru property. Stone and Hardiplank Siding on Exterior. Upgraded appliances, tiled master suites. Large front deck, screened
in porch, 2 car garage. 2x6 framing for extra added insulation.
Subdivision offers hiking trials. $419,999

Betty West

Toll Free: 866-864-8798
“Custom Built Homes”
Cell: 540-539-9378

“I think people will be surprised at how much it will be used. A baseball diamond is always a diamond, a
football field is always 100 yards long, but every concrete skate park is astoundingly different and unique
in its layout/design. People WILL travel to use it.” – Brandon Belland, owner of Front Royal’s ‘Skate of the
Art’ shop

creasingly youthful “couch
potatoes.” The medical profession is also sounding the
alarm bell over increases in
childhood obesity and diabetes. There appears to be a
direct correlation between
these problems, a lack of
physical exercise, and nutritional issues. A public
skate park is a community
recreational facility that can
help counter these disturbing trends, where citizens
young and old can exercise
and burn calories while enjoying real outdoor activities.
If the local citizens and
businesses embrace the
2008 fundraising and support effort, Warren County
and Front Royal will soon
be able to boast the only
concrete skate park of
its kind within a 60-mile
radius. Those involved in
the increasingly popular
youth sport predict the
park will become an important end destination for not
only local skateboarders,
but also outside enthusiasts, their parents and family members ready to spend
tourist dollars in the town
and county during their visit.
“I think people will be surprised at how much it will
be used,” predicts Brandon
Belland. “A baseball diamond is always a diamond,
a football field is always 100
yards long, but every concrete skate park is astoundingly different and unique
in its layout/design. People
WILL travel to use it.”
Belland is co-owner of
Skate of the Art, a skateboard shop in Front Royal
and current hub of the local
scene. He is also a member
of the Warren County Skate
Park Committee along with
Lenz and Bracken.

Mountain Mystic
Trading Company

Offering a wide variety of sterling silver and gemstone jewelry, chimes, rock and mineral specimens, books, cards, journals, relaxing and meditative music, tapestries,
candles, incense, fragrance and essentials oils, stickers, antique jade carvings, and
so many more one of a kind items!

215-B South Street • Front Royal • 635-6318

Open everyday from 10-6, except Sunday from 12-5 and closed on Wednesdays

WARREN COUNTY BABE RUTH LEAGUE
(For players 13-16 living in Front Royal or Warren County)
P. O. Box 1811
Front Royal 22630

Registration Dates for 2008 Season
Players born before May 1, 1995 and on or after May 1, 1991 are eligible

		
		
		

Saturday, January 26, 2008
Saturday, February 2, 2008
Saturday, February 9, 2008

9-12 am
9-12 am
9-12 am

Registration Fee: $85.00 for first player
			
$140.00 for two or more players in one family
Sign-Up Location: Front Royal Volunteer Fire Department Hall
			
Commerce Street
			
Front Royal
Bring original or certified copy of birth certificate(s). It (they) will
be returned before you leave registration area.
Call Dave Gushee, 540-635-3679, if you’d like additional information
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“When done right a skate park becomes the most popular recreational facility a town
has.” – skateboard advocate John Bracken

Location, location, location
The skate park will be
built adjacent to the Skyline
SoccerPlex on Kerfoot Avenue. According to a quarterly status report prepared
by Lenz, the current vision
is to create a recreation
complex, which includes
concessions and restrooms
and connects the skate park
with the SoccerPlex. The
skate park area will consist of 15,000 square feet of
concrete bowls, ramps, and
flat surfaces with street/urban features such as rails,
steps, and benches. In addition to skateboarding, the
park will be open for roller-

blading and bicycling. Admission will be free, it will
be unsupervised and open
year-round.
“The people who will best
take care of the it are the
older kids who use it,” assures Bracken, who bases his
opinions on lessons learned
from successful skate parks
around the country.
Changing times
“Skateboarding is becoming more mainstream.
There is a shift right now,
students all over the country are turning to skateboarding instead of playing
more traditional sports,”
Belland says. “The idea of
practicing hard all week

during rigidly structured
and scheduled practices
only to sit warming a bench
during a game is just not
terribly appealing to some
students. Skateboarding,
on the other hand, provides
individuals with an outlet
to channel their creativity and determination and
to utilize athletic skills in a
free form, less structured
environment. There are no
try-outs, coaches shouting
instructions, or mandatory
practices. They carve turns,
release energy, practice
tricks, and have fun. It’s just
them and their boards and
it’s very satisfying.”
The growing popularity of
skateboarding is mirrored
here in Warren County and
the Shenandoah Valley. But
in this rural county smooth
places to skateboard are
hard to find. Consequently
there have been the typical
conflicts between skateboarders and those whose
property has been turned
into impromptu skate
parks. Advocates of the
skate park understand that
skateboarders need a place
to skate without interfering

Skate park
with other public or private
endeavors.
While fundraising is currently the primary focus,
the Skate Park Committee
is also working out construction logistics to ensure
that ground can be broken as soon as the project
is fully funded. In a clear
sign of support, the Warren
County Board of Supervisors recently approved an
ordinance drafted by County Attorney Blair D. Mitchell, authorizing a “designbuild” bid process for the
project in which the design,
engineering and, construction would be done by the
same contractor. The Committee will next determine

whether this design-build
bid process is, indeed, the
best approach. They will
then work with a consultant
to develop a list of qualifications for contractors
wishing to bid on the project, send out a Request for
Qualifications, and solicit
proposals from those contractors deemed qualified.
	 And
then,
funding
achieved, bids in and
ground broken – Warren
County and Front Royal
will continue rolling toward
its collective future with an
added commitment to its
youth and one of their interests making use of the real,
rather than a virtual world.

Those interested in contributing time, materials, or
money should contact WC P&R Director Dan Lenz
at 540-635-7750. To learn more about the Warren County Skate Park project, go to http://www.
warrencountyskatepark.com/ or visit Skate of the
Art, 400 E. Jackson St., Front Royal, 540-636-9994.

Accidents & Personal Injury
Law Offices of Thomas H. Sayre
• Serious Auto
Accidents
• Social Security
Disability
• Adoptions
• Criminal Defense
• Worker’s Comp
• Asbestos Meso
& Cancer cases
• Child Custody
• Wills & Deeds

Licensed in VA & WV

540-636-7777
Telecopier: 540-636-3763

222 E. Main St. Front Royal, VA 22630
E-mail: tsayre@embarqmail.com • www.sayrelawoffice.com
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Mary Ellen South

Del. Clifford L. “Clay” Athey, Jr.
18th District House of Delegates
Serving Fauquier, Frederick, and Warren County

Beginnings- A New Year 2008
Like the birth of a child,
Comes a new time upon us.
Dictated by a calendar,
Telling us to begin again.

Stacey & I thank you for the opportunity to serve.
If I can be of any help, please contact me at (540) 635-7917,
			
in Richmond at: (804) 698-1018,
			
by E-Mail at: DelCAthey@house.state.va.us,
			
or by mail at:
PO Box 406, Room 510
						
Richmond, VA 23218

Irina’s Boutique

Start over, change, be renewed,
We hear it when every annual cycle arrives,
We listen, we react, we try,
But as time passes, we fail.
Let’s not fail this year,
2008 when we have the chance.
Let’s renew our commitment to each other,
Let’s change our awareness to the world.
Let’s pray for peace.

Looking for something different this Christmas, stop by!

Irina Bosworth, Owner
Women’s, Men’s, and Children’s Clothing
Miscellaneous Giftware & Collectible Items
Special Authentic Russian Items
Open Tues. – Sun. 11-6 • Closed Mondays
118 A East Main Street in Front Royal

(540) 222-3592

Beginnings are here- accept them and grow.
Mary Ellen South
January 2008
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Opinion
Dear beautiful members of you and serving you with
our Front Royal commu- the love that is the hallnity:
mark and Christ gift of this
blessed season.
The Front Royal WarSigrid Hepp-Dax, Presiren County Shelter for the dent of the Board of DirecHomeless, the House of tors, House of Hope.
Hope (now at 722 Warren
w w w. w a r r e n c o u n t y Ave), would like to thank homeless.org
you from the bottom of
our hearts for your support this year of 2007. It has
been a year of challenges as
we grew and learned and
coped with life’s inevitable
ups and downs. In the end
we feel we are better and
stronger because of them.
Good things are happen- . . Or Formula for Disasing that will make us even ter?
stronger, and better able to
serve those souls who pass By Bill Bolling
through our doors. There
is much yet to be done, and
Gov. Tim Kaine recently
we will continue to need introduced his proposed
your support and your do- amendments to the state
nations. We also welcome budget for the current fisnew volunteers as we try to cal year, along with budget
serve the community and recommendations for the
its growing needs better.
2008-10 biennium.
There are a growing numReviewing and revising
ber of homeless families the governor’s budget will
with children, and homeless be the most important iswomen (who are not bat- sue facing the General Astered women), and troubled sembly during its annual
young people who roam the legislative session.
streets, who are not yet beWhile there are many
ing adequately served. We things in the governor’s
want to make sure that budget that Republicans
prison is not their only op- support, such as long-overtion in life. We want to con- due investments in our
tinue to work together with state’s mental-health sysall of the agencies who are tem and higher education,
valiantly trying to provide the governor’s recommena continuum of care so that dations suffer from several
everyone has a chance to critical deficiencies that
succeed and develop their must be corrected.
full potential in this crazy
In the current fiscal year
world.
the governor has proposed
Those who have passed eliminating a budget shortthrough our doors, mem- fall of $618.3 million by
bers of our Board of Direc- withdrawing $261.1 million
tors, and Leslie Gardner, from the state’s savings acExecutive Director, all join count, or rainy-day fund,
me in wishing you a blessed and transferring $180 milholiday. We look forward in lion previously earmarked
the coming year to meeting for transportation construc-

tion to other programs.
This budget shortfall has
arisen because state revenues are less than anticipated in the current fiscal year.
However, it is important to
remember that while state
revenues are not increasing as rapidly as had been
expected, they are still increasing.
We should not withdraw
money from the state’s savings account to eliminate a
budget shortfall while our
economy is still growing.
While it may be constitutionally permissible to do
so, it does not represent
sound policy. We should
only withdraw money from
our savings account to address serious financial challenges.
Likewise, we should not
use money that has been
earmarked for transportation construction to fund
other government programs. This violates a trust
we have tried to establish
with the people of Virginia
. We should use taxpayer
funds only for the purposes
for which they were intended.
JUST LAST YEAR citizens in several parts of our
state were asked to pay
higher taxes and fees for
transportation. To transfer
money that was earmarked
for transportation to other
programs would be an affront to these taxpayers.
While the governor promises to repay this money
in the 2010 fiscal year, he
will be unable to do so unless the state’s economy is
growing considerably faster
than it is today. The governor cannot be sure of that,
so we cannot be sure that
these funds will be repaid.
In the upcoming biennium
the governor has proposed

hundreds of millions of
dollars in new state spending for expansive pre-K
programs and other initiatives in health care, mental
health care, child services
programs, and higher education.
While many of these are
worthwhile programs that
Republicans support, we
cannot move forward with
all of them at the same time
unless we know we can pay
for them responsibly.
So, the question is, how
does the governor propose
to pay for these new programs? Based on his budget, the answer is twofold:
by overly optimistic revenue projections and by
significant amounts of new
state debt.
In the first year of the
2008-10 biennium Gov. Kaine has projected economic
growth of 3.3 percent. That
is realistic based on current
economic conditions. However, in the second year of
the budget he has projected economic growth of 6.6
percent.
While I hope that economic conditions improve
and our economy will grow
at a rate of 6.6 percent in the
2010 fiscal year, we cannot
be certain of that, and we
should not base our budget
on such an overly optimistic revenue forecast.
IF THE GOVERNOR’S
revenue projections do not
materialize we will be unable to afford the new programs he has proposed, and
we will face massive budget shortfalls in the second
year of the biennium. A
wiser course is to wait and
see how economic growth
improves before embarking on so many costly new
spending initiatives.
In addition, the governor’s

budget includes $3.2 billion
in new state debt. Once
again, many of the governor’s recommendations are
for very worthwhile initiatives, such as needed capital
investments in our colleges
and universities.
However, if all of the governor’s debt recommendations are approved they will
cost the commonwealth
$300 million a year in additional debt service by the
year 2014. This is another
significant financial commitment that must be taken
into consideration when
determining our overall
spending priorities.
Budgets are about priorities, and in challenging
economic times we must
determine what our most
pressing needs are and focus
our resources toward those
needs. We must make certain that our budget actions
are cautious, prudent, and
reflective of the economic
uncertainties we currently
face.
Republicans look forward
to working with Gov. Kaine
to adopt budget revisions
for the current fiscal year
and a new budget for the
upcoming biennium. We
will also work with the governor to make investments
in important state programs, like mental health
care and higher education.
However, we cannot build
our budget on a foundation that includes excessive
spending, and seeks to pay
for it by raiding the state’s
savings account and transportation funds, overly
optimistic revenue projections, and the excessive use
of debt. That is a formula
for disaster.
Bill Bolling is Virginia ‘s
lieutenant governor.
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“We have the equipment, the facility, the manpower and the potential revenue could help pay
for facility expansion. It is a political decision – is this something we want to do for the county?”
– County Administrator Doug Stanley on taking additional trash at the county transfer station

Garbage

County dump trash increase request considered
BFI/Allied asks for ‘emergency’ capacity increase of 50 tons per day

By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
How much is trash and its
transport worth to the community?
That was the question being considered as the Warren County Board of Supervisors balanced the pros
and cons of request from
its solid waste contractor
to increase the amount of
trash that can be hauled to
the Bentonville Solid Waste
Transfer Station during
emergency situations. BFI/
Allied representatives present at a Jan. 3 work session
confirmed that the trash
would originate in Winchester and that none would
come from out of state.
Among the upsides is a
potential revenue increase
of $262,933 to the county

that could that could help
fund repairs and upgrades
to the county dump. The
primary downside cited by
Deputy County Administrator Richard Magnifico
would be an additional six
to nine compactor trucks
traveling to the dump on a
daily basis during increased
dumping periods.
South River Supervisor
Linda Glavis, whose district the dump lies in, noted
traffic issues for vehicles
encountering compactor
trucks on the lone two-lane
Browntown-Bentonville
Road route to the dump.
Glavis also noted that the
revenue to the county wasn’t
guaranteed since the extra
trash would come only during what BFI-Allied officials
said were termed “emergency” situations when ex-

tra trash is being generated
by BFI/Allied customers in
the area.
Both Magnifico and BFI/
Allied representatives noted
that the compactor trucks
are enclosed, so would not
contribute to the county’s
ongoing rural litter problem. Roadside trash appears
to be primarily the result of
private transport of uncovered loads by county residents.
Magnifico told the board
that he had received verbal
agreement from the state
Department of Environmental Quality to increase
the county dump’s average
daily capacity from the current 150 tons to 200 tons.
The county currently takes
in an average of 110 tons per
day, seven days a week, Magnifico said. He added that in
2004 the county dump was
able to take in an additional
0 tons per day with only one
operator on duty Monday
through Friday. As of December the county has two
certified operators Tuesday
through Friday and one
with an assistant on duty
Monday.
Magnifico also
pointed out that
the
county’s
trash intake is
likely to continue to increase
as it has in the
past. So, the additional 50-ton
per-day capacity
is likely to eventually be necessary anyway. The
current
fiscal
year trash intake
of 40,000 tons

is double what the county
took in eight years ago.
Magnifico also said engineering estimates were that
the dump would be operating at 18 percent capacity
on intake and 54 percent of
capacity with outtake with
the requested increase. BFI/
Allied will also provide the
county with one additional
loader at no cost to help facilitate the extra intake and
equipment wear and tear.
Shenandoah District Supervisor Richard Traczyk,
whose district the BFI/Allied trucks would travel
through on the way from
Winchester asked, “Why
not send it to Richmond?”
BFI/Allied’s staff said additional transportation costs
involved with longer hauls
were not cost efficient.
Board Chairman Archie
Fox then asked why BFI/Allied didn’t target even closer Frederick County sites.
BFI/Allied General Manager Jerry Wilson replied
that using those sites would
entail his company paying a
competitor. “I’d rather put
the money in the county’s

pocket than my competitor’s,” Wilson said.
“This gives us a revenue
stream we don’t currently
have,” Magnifico told the
board, suggesting the county accept the BFI/Allied request on a trial basis – “We
will monitor is closely,”
Magnifico said.
“We have the equipment,
the facility, the manpower
and the potential revenue
could help pay for facility
expansion,” County Administrator/Planning Director
Doug Stanley told the supervisors. “It is a political
decision – is this something
we want to do for the county?”
Tony Carter agreed the
county could accept the
request on a trial basis as
long as there was a severance clause in the contract
to protect the county if the
plan presented too many or
unforeseen problems.
The board agreed to advertise the request for public hearing to get public
feedback.
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Politics

“I have no comment.” – WC Republican Committee Chairman Bridget Madden on her
pending resignation

Madden stepping down as local Republican chair
Personal, professional considerations cited by executive committee official
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
One can only wonder if
Bridget Madden was thinking to herself – Bianchini’s
on the phone again, Orcutt’s lurking at my front
door, two months more of
this hell is just too much to
endure!!! The hell of which
we speak is chairmanship
of a local political action
committee, in this case the

A Sad, and Saddening,
Field of Republicans

© 2008 King Features Synd., Inc.

rules by supporting an opponent of a local Republican nominee. That meeting
was cancelled in the wake
of Sayre’s resignation from
the committee.
As the recent controversy
began mushrooming publicly in the weeks after Nov.
6, several current and former committee members
representing widely divergent political perspectives
were critical of the local
committee over support
olina.
or
rules
isRudy
had hisenforcement
eye on one of the early
states, New
His supporters
sues.
OnHampshire.
Nov. 6 in
what is
once he started advertising
athought
traditionally
conservative
there
he’d bump up in
the polls. Since
Nov.
10
he
has
spent
more
than Mitt
and “red” county,
only
inRomney and John McCain in the state,
cumbent
Richard
Traczyk,
and his numbers have, if anything,
declined
slightly.
McCain has passed
who
was
unopposed,
won
him for second in the RealClearPoliof
three
Republicans
runtics average in the state, and he hasn’t
gotten for
out of
the Warren
teens in anyCounty
poll since
ning
the

late November.
The nature of the ads has something
to do with it. Besides the ill-timed Iran
ad, Giuliani ran a spot touting his (truly extraordinary) work as New York
City mayor. But Giuliani left the mayor’s office six years ago, and was first
elected — and began the city’s turnaround — 14 years ago. Voters don’t
just want to know what you’ve done
lately, but what you’ll do for them in
the future.
So Giuliani went to Florida to try to
relaunch his campaign with a speech
focused on his forward-looking “12
commitments” as president. He didn’t
mention the one about reducing abortions. When Giuliani was high in the
polls, pundits speculated that the war
on terror was the new social issue,
more important to Republican voters
than abortion or gay marriage. Mike
Huckabee’s rise shows that social conservatives are still animated by their
traditional issues, and Giuliani has little to say to them.
It’s possible that the Republican field
stays fragmented enough that Giuliani
can win Florida on Jan. 29 and the big
states where he is still strong on Feb. 5.
But his scenario depends on a fractured party that he will have trouble
putting back together again given his
fundamental disagreements with a
large part of the GOP base. In Florida,
Giuliani said: “I don’t just pray for
miracles. I don’t just hope for miracles. I expect miracles.” He might have
to.
Rich Lowry is editor of the National
Review.
© 2008 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Board of Supervisors. Defeated Republican board
candidates were Traczyk’s
fellow incumbent Ron
Llewellyn and South River
candidate William Barnett.
Currently, the Warren
County Republican Committee has two remaining
executive committee members, Treasurer Elar and
Secretary Carol Traczyk.
Elar said the committee
normally elects officers at
annual March re-organizational meetings. On Jan. 17,
the Warren County Republicans are expected to elect
temporary
replacements
to fill out the terms of the
committee’s top two officials.

January 7-13, 2008

his party for rhetoric that is driving
away even conservative Hispanics
who want to lower the capital-gains
tax, protect the sanctity of marriage,
crack down on crime and kick butt
around the globe.
In the GOP Spanish-language
debate, all of the candidates dialed
down the rhetorical heat, so the debate
about what to do regarding 12 million
illegal immigrants became a civilized
discussion of the options. Maybe
Duncan Hunter didn’t win a lot of Hispanic support with his opposition to a
path to citizenship, but at least he did
not sound offensive — it all came off
as a nice civics lesson.
Which is not the way other debates
have gone. The worst was in late
November, when Rudy Giuliani and
Romney argued about who was most
guilty of offering “sanctuary.” Was it
the former mayor of New York, who
made his city a “sanctuary” for illegal
immigrants? Or the former governor
of Massachusetts, who turned his
home into a “sanctuary mansion”?
They sounded like fifth-graders in the
schoolyard. Sanctuary! Amnesty! Did
not! Did too! Nya-nyah.
Back in that November night of
embarrassment for the GOP, at least
two of the Republicans got it right.
“All I’ve heard is people trying to
out-Tancredo Tancredo,” said Tom
Tancredo, the no-shot, one-note antiimmigrant candidate who skipped the
Spanish debate, claiming it would
“Balkanize” American politics. (If
there is somebody else who has done
more to Balkanize American politics
this campaign season, please send in
your nomination.)
The other to get it right was John
McCain: “You know, this whole
debate saddens me a little a bit,
because we do have a serious situation
in America.”
Well, maybe he’s only half right.
The “little bit” part is an understatement.
Roger Hernandez is a syndicated
columnist and writer-in-residence at
New Jersey Institute of Technology.

down as committee chairman.
Madden, who has been
committee chair for four
years, is expected to resign
the chairmanship at a meeting now scheduled for Jan.
17, at 7:30 p.m. at the Warren County Government
Center.
Reached by phone at her
South Royal Avenue law office on Jan. 7, Madden said
simply, “I have no comment.”
Elar said Madden’s decision was voluntary and
based on professional and
personal
considerations
surrounding the amount of
time the committee chairmanship requires. He said
Madden has been a good
chairman
and Fade
observed
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It was not without humor that in the
recent Spanish-language presidential
debate, all but one of the Republican
candidates pretended they did not
know that the ongoing verbal assault
on immigrants is driving Hispanics
away from the GOP.
And it was actually funny that Mitt
Romney, one in the pack of knownothings, said he believes Hispanics
are abandoning the GOP because the
GOP has not been conservative
enough lately.
Ah, yes. The main reason the gap by
which Hispanic registered voters
favor Democrats over Republicans
has grown from 21 points two years
ago to 34 points now, according to a
poll last month from the Pew Hispanic
Center, is that they think the Dems
will do a better job of lowering the
capital-gains tax, protecting the sanctity of marriage, cracking down on
crime and kicking butt around the
globe.
Please.
“I think some of the rhetoric that
many Hispanics hear about illegal
immigration makes some of them
believe that we are not in favor of or
seek the support of Hispanic citizens
in this country,” said John McCain in
the debate. He was the only one with
the integrity and guts to say without
ambiguity what anybody with half a
political brain knows is the truth.
Still, if he gets the nomination, he
will find it tough to improve on the 40
percent of the Hispanic vote that
George W. Bush won in 2004. Blame

Warren County Republican Committee. And considering the nature of the
political beast, I, for one,
certainly can’t blame her.
After all, I wouldn’t want to
talk to me more than once
a month, tops – especially
about politics!
In early January, Warren
County Republican Committee Treasurer Tony Elar
confirmed that Bridget
Madden is planning to step
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Literature

A Sad, and Saddening,
Field of Republicans

Publisher: Henry Holt &
Company, Incorporated
ISBN: 0805083006

terrific job by
focusing the story on the
events surrounding the
War of 1812.
In the context of her contemporaries, Dolley was a
modern woman who used
her social functions to influence political events behind-the-scenes. The contrast of the Washington
insider politics then as opposed to the present state
of affairs sets this work in
high relief.
© 2008 King Features Synd., Inc.

A Perfect Union is not
only a biography of a
charming, and beautiful
woman, it is the story of
America’s history. As the
wife of James, the fourth
president of the United
A PERFECT UNION
States Dolley Madison is
most famous for saving a
Dolley Madison and the portrait of George WashCreation of the American ington before the British
Book Review by Victoria
Nation
torched the White House, Gladstone
but her contribution to the
Author: Catherine Allgor
success of her husband’s

The Rudy Fade
The National Intelligence Estimate
arguing that Iran gave up its nuclearweapons program back in 2003 went
public last month, instantly lessening
the urgency of the domestic debate
over how to handle Iran. The following
day, Rudy Giuliani released a gettough-on-Iran television ad, a pre-NIE
message for a post-NIE world.
It’s just one of the ways that Giuliani’s once-formidable front-running
campaign has been off lately. He has
been buoyed all year long by his post9/11 celebrity, his strong debate performances and his outsized, tough-guy
persona. The former New York City
mayor has undeniable leadership qualities, but now, as the primary race gets
more serious, is having trouble making
them fit the party he aspires to lead.
Giuliani is finally suffering from the
natural gravitational pull of his messy
personal life (as mayor, he had a publicly financed security detail for his
mistress) and his ideological heterodoxy (especially on social issues). The
pull has long been there; only now it
has dragged him down to a level where
it is no longer an invisible force.
Nationally, his numbers have been on
slow downward slide since March. He
was at 44 percent in an ABC
News/Washington Post poll in February, and at 25 percent in the same poll
last month.
This has trashed the Giuliani theory
of the race, which was that his national
lead in the polls was a bankable commodity that he could redeem even after
losses in the early states of Iowa, New
Hampshire, Michigan and South Car-

olina.
Rudy had his eye on one of the early
states, New Hampshire. His supporters
thought once he started advertising
there he’d bump up in the polls. Since
Nov. 10 he has spent more than Mitt
Romney and John McCain in the state,
and his numbers have, if anything,
declined slightly. McCain has passed
him for second in the RealClearPolitics average in the state, and he hasn’t
gotten out of the teens in any poll since
late November.
The nature of the ads has something
to do with it. Besides the ill-timed Iran
ad, Giuliani ran a spot touting his (truly extraordinary) work as New York
City mayor. But Giuliani left the mayor’s office six years ago, and was first
elected — and began the city’s turnaround — 14 years ago. Voters don’t
just want to know what you’ve done
lately, but what you’ll do for them in
the future.
So Giuliani went to Florida to try to
relaunch his campaign with a speech
focused on his forward-looking “12
commitments” as president. He didn’t
mention the one about reducing abortions. When Giuliani was high in the
polls, pundits speculated that the war
on terror was the new social issue,
more important to Republican voters
than abortion or gay marriage. Mike
Huckabee’s rise shows that social conservatives are still animated by their
traditional issues, and Giuliani has little to say to them.
It’s possible that the Republican field
stays fragmented enough that Giuliani
can win Florida on Jan. 29 and the big
states where he is still strong on Feb. 5.
But his scenario depends on a fractured party that he will have trouble
putting back together again given his
fundamental disagreements with a
large part of the GOP base. In Florida,
Giuliani said: “I don’t just pray for
miracles. I don’t just hope for miracles. I expect miracles.” He might have
to.
Rich Lowry is editor of the National
Review.
© 2008 by King Features Synd., Inc.
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Front Royal Women’s Resource Center and Royal
Oak Bookshop donate
books to Samuels Public Library that are by or about
women. The complete list
of 84 books placed into the
Library is available at the
Bookshop or Library and
at www.frwrc.org. A PERFECT UNION was a recent
donation.

It was not without humor that in the
recent Spanish-language presidential
debate, all but one of the Republican
candidates pretended they did not
know that the ongoing verbal assault
on immigrants is driving Hispanics
away from the GOP.
And it was actually funny that Mitt
Romney, one in the pack of knownothings, said he believes Hispanics
are abandoning the GOP because the
GOP has not been conservative
enough lately.
Ah, yes. The main reason the gap by
which Hispanic registered voters
favor Democrats over Republicans
has grown from 21 points two years
ago to 34 points now, according to a
poll last month from the Pew Hispanic
Center, is that they think the Dems
will do a better job of lowering the
capital-gains tax, protecting the sanctity of marriage, cracking down on
crime and kicking butt around the
globe.
Please.
“I think some of the rhetoric that
many Hispanics hear about illegal
immigration makes some of them
believe that we are not in favor of or
seek the support of Hispanic citizens
in this country,” said John McCain in
the debate. He was the only one with
the integrity and guts to say without
ambiguity what anybody with half a
political brain knows is the truth.
Still, if he gets the nomination, he
will find it tough to improve on the 40
percent of the Hispanic vote that
George W. Bush won in 2004. Blame
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Kevin S. Engle

Nine out of Ten
by Kevin S. Engle

When you set goals
for yourself, you’re supposed to make them
achievable, yet challenging. Things you
can attain by working
hard. And according
to experts, you’re more
likely to reach those
goals if you write them
down. The same goes
for New Year’s resolutions. Every December,
right after Christmas, I
make them. And before
the New Year is a few
days old, I’ve already
forgotten about them.
But not this year. This

year, I’m recording my
New Year’s Resolutions
for all the world to see,
and that includes the
three people who read
my column on a regular basis, my wife, my
pet rock and a neighbor who I bribe to suffer through it. So here
we go. In no particular
order, here are my 10
Resolutions for 2008.

I will not hog the TV
remote control. I’ll let
my wife touch it one
day per week.
I promise to take my
wife out to dinner more
often and she can order

anything she wants, as confident about that
long as it’s from Mc- one.
Donalds $1 menu.
I’ll drink less beer. HonI will not get more than estly, I can’t stand the
one speeding ticket per stuff, so that’s another
week.
gimme.

I will not eat chocolate I’m committed to getmore than 5 times a ting less exercise. Too
day.
much of anything isn’t
good for you right? I
I will eat healthier. I am don’t want to hurt myvery serious about this. self.
In fact, I promise to eat
at least one lima bean in I’ll take the garbage out
before my wife tells me
the next 12 months.
to … the fifth time.
I’ll give up smoking.
Since I never have I’ll be nicer to my mothsmoked, I’m feeling er-in-law. I will respect

her more for the great
woman she is and show
my appreciation for
all she’s done for me.
Hmm. Maybe I should
hold off on that one.
After all, nine out of ten
ain’t bad.
In baseball, if you can
consistently get three
hits for every 10 at-bats,
you’ll make the pros.
At work, accomplishing nine goals out of 10
gets you a raise. Sorry
mother-in-law. Maybe
next year.
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Vincent Burke Jr.’s Hardwood Floors
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The Clemens spectacle was yet another demonstration that we need a more sane way to
deal with drugs in sports than turning it into reality TV and congressional fodder. No ifs,
ands, or butts.

Sports

Butts on Parade: Clemens meets Wallace

By Dave Zirin
(Reprinted by permission of the
author)
“The higher you get up on the
flagpole, the more your butt
shows.” – Roger Clemens on 60
Minutes 1/6/07
And not since J-Lo’s heyday or maybe Brad Pitt’s rear appearance in Thelma and Louise - has
a butt been so utterly over-discussed.
We now know that Roger Clemens has a rear end that’s seen
more needles than Keith Richards’ family room. Yet it’s what
filled the syringes that have the
sports world and the US Congress all atwitter. Last night Clemens tried to sell his anabolic virginity to both 60 Minutes and the
great proctologist of American
journalism, Mike Wallace. For
15 excruciating on-air minutes,
the seven-time Cy Young award
winner put himself in Wallace’s
cross-hairs. He answered questions about Sen. George Mitchell’s steroid report and what may
or may not have been injected

into his Hall of Fame cheeks by
his personal trainer Brian McNamee.
The Wallace/Clemens showdown had the hype of a prizefight.
But the millions at home didn’t
see the Mike Wallace who made
Vietnam War architect Gen. William Westmoreland cry in his napalm. On Sunday we didn’t witness Wallace the media bulldog,
but a Chihuahua. If he had looked
at the camera and said, “Yo quiero Taco Bell,” no one would have
blinked. The 89-year-old legend
is a regular in Yankee owner
George Steinbrenner’s owner’s
box and has called Clemens a
friend. On Sunday he seemed to
have his own narcotic reaction to
the athletic proximity.
Wallace opened the interview
by saying, “Roger Clemens is
one of the greatest pitchers of
all time, no question.” Then he
called the Rocket, “The hardest
working man in throw business.”
As George Vescey wrote in the
New York Times, “[60 minutes]
has made politicians, business
leaders, clergy and entertainers

squirm, but there is something
about athletes that brings out the
little kid in normally aggressive
interviewers.”
In the face of Wallace’s timid
glow, Clemens was a picture of
rumpled, stubble-faced outrage.
But his efforts to come off like
John Wayne hit all the wrong
notes. He started by raising his
voice and yelling, “I’m angry!...
Twenty-four, twenty-five years
Mike. You’d think I’d get an inch
of respect – an inch!”
When Wallace asked whether
it might be impossible to be that
good at Clemens’ age, the Rocket
responded, “It’s not impossible!
You do it with hard work!” Wallace then summoned 70 years of
journalistic experience and said,
“Swear?” And Clemens responded, “Swear!” No pinky swears
were deemed necessary.
It’s hard to find any love for
Roger Clemens. He seems like
the kind of guy who would borrow your car without asking and
get a DUI. And yet despite all
of his entitled arrogance, Clemens’ performance was a sad
train wreck that left me feeling
disgusted with the whole sorry
scene – and less concerned about
steroids than the ongoing politicization and deterioration in the
world of sports.
On Sunday we saw that Roger
Clemens’ ability to throw a base-

ball doesn’t make him a great
politician or advocate for his own
innocence. He wasn’t Bill Clinton
speaking smoothly about the pain
he caused in his marriage or even
Richard Nixon jabbering about
Checkers the dog.
Even under Wallace’s paternal
shelter, Clemens’ eyes shifted
around the room, sweat glistening on his brow, a near parody of
guilt. All we needed was a little
chain-smoking for the complete
picture.
When Wallace read passages
from the Mitchell report, Clemens, in between furious denials,
twitched like he was doing the
lindy hop on an electric fence.
He tried to play Texas toughguy, particularly when he spoke
about all the injections he endured to play through pain – “To
go out and perform.”
But Clemens was most effective when for a brief moment he
dropped the Gary Cooper routine and said simply, “And that’s
our country, isn’t it? Guilty before innocent. That the way our
country works now.” That’s certainly the way it has worked for
Barry Bonds over the past several
years. It’s hard to imagine a world
where 60 Minutes would have
given Bonds similar treatment
and respect.
Clemens is now getting a taste

– even if the blow is softened by
racial double standards – of what
athletes from Bonds to Martina
Hingis to Randy Moss to many
others have experienced in recent
years: the flammable hypocrisy
that torches athletes when their
careers cross with drugs, whether
recreational or “performance enhancing.” We are now in a sports
world where human beings are
glorified and then destroyed for
our collective amusement. When
these modern gladiators take
substances to extend their time in
fame’s embrace or find relief from
the suffocating pressure of competition, they are punished. Then
Congress comes running, ready
to pile an extra coating of political distraction on this already
noxious spectacle by trading on
the pelts of athletes for cheap
votes. The Clemens spectacle was
yet another demonstration that
we need a more sane way to deal
with drugs in sports than turning
it into reality TV and congressional fodder. No ifs, ands, or butts.
[Dave Zirin is the author of
“Welcome to the Terrordome”
(Haymarket Books) You can receive his column Edge of Sports,
every week by e-mailing dave@
edgeofsports.com. Contact the author at edgeofsports@gmail.com ]
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Thunder Road

The SC430 is a fine sportster with the driving dynamics of full-size luxury vehicles.

Thunder road

‘08 Lexus SC430 Convertible Pebble Beach Edition
By Zane Binder
The Lexus SC430 Convertible, one of the world’s finest
luxury vehicles, is a sleek sportster with a retractable aluminum hardtop and is aimed at
rivals such as Porsche’s Cayenne. Rock-solid in every way,
this $66,200 roadster gives
buyers the best of everything!
If you’re looking for a plush
two-seater, the SC430’s for
you. Outside, it’s sleek; it’s designed with a massive look to
accentuate its rigid Europeantype body. With a curb weight
of 3,840 pounds, it’s more than
just another pretty face!
Inside, opulence abounds. The
SC430 had twin leather buckets with “memory” settings,
a wood dash and ample armrest padding. With the power
top in place, luggage space is
sparse; when it’s folded down,

there’s virtually none. Drivers
will always be able to find a
comfortable position behind
the wood and leather steering wheel, though: tilt is standard. Power 4-wheel antilock
disc brakes, speed-sensing
rack and pinion power steering, Traction Control, Vehicle
Skid Control, Brake Assist,
Emergency Brake Distribution, xenon headlights plus
front, side and knee airbags
will please. Instrumentation is
mostly analog and resides in a
pod. Nook and cranny storage

SHOP RATES

is abundant, a locking glovebox is standard, and there’s a
trunk-mounted first-aid kit.
Feature-wise, the SC430’s
loaded. Power locks amd windows, cruise, voice activated
controls, keyfob entry, a tire
pressure warning system, a
burglar alarm, heated seats
and outside mirrors, automatic temperature regulation
with smog and dust filters, a
Homelink Transmitter, daytime running lights, headlamp
washers and more are standard.

DIRECT BILLING

Underhood, the Lexus utilizes a 4.3 liter, 288 HP V8
with 4 valves per cylinder.
Continuously variable valve
timing and an Acoustic Control Induction System yields
lots of torque. It’s a gem, with
fine low-end power and 0-60
acceleration of 6.3 seconds.
Expect 16 miles per gallon city
and 24 highway (EPA 18/25)
on premium.
The SC430’s ride is one of its
best features. It’s superb, with
potholes and speed bumps
taken with zero problems. It’s
taut, firm and compliant, all at
the same time. Think sporty!

Corners are taken with minimal lean, and the performance-type summer radials gripped well. The turning
circle is 36 feet, near best in
class!
The SC430 is a fine sportster
with the driving dynamics of
full-size luxury vehicles. It’s a
cruiser in the tradition of the
now-defunct Porsche 928. It’s
NOT a Corvette or Porsche
911 competitor! It’s a civilized
two-seater with lots of performance. You won’t waste money on an SC430!
Opossum@ix.netcom.com

Mechanic’s Corner

If you’re experiencing a hard-to-start vehicle or a
drain on the current, you may have a hidden problem. Begin by checking whether a glovebox light,
trunk light, or any other accessory remains on due
to a faulty ground or short. First, check that your battery is charged by disconnecting the negative cable.
Next, attach the alligator clip of the test light to the
same negative post and make contact with the sharp
probe with the negative cable clamp. If the test light
glows, the current drain is present, and you’ll need
to trace the offending problem circuit.

INSURANCE REPLACEMENTS
Full Line of Rental
Cars and Trucks

OPEN 7 DAYS
A WEEK!

540-636-2090
348A COMMERCE AVE
FRONT ROYAL, VA
FAST FREE PICKUP, JUST A PHONE CALL AWAY!

CASH OR CREDIT CARD

VAN RENTALS MOVING TRUCKS
SERVING WARREN, SHENANDOAH,
PAGE AND FREDERICK COUNTIES
WINCHESTER LOCATION: 540-667-8304

MOVING TRUCKS

15 PASSENGER VANS
· SHUTTLE BUSES
· CARGO VANS
· MINIVANS
New Winchester location: 110-7 Featherbed Ln

SUPPLIES

BOXES

LOCAL/ONE-WAY
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Comics

This full-color ad will be read by about 17,000 people in Front Royal and Warren County.
It costs as little as $28.14 for a one-time insertion or $18.75 per issue with an annual contract. Give your business the boost it needs with an ad in Warren County’s most popular
newspaper by calling Tara at 540-305-9776 or e-mailing her at tarawcr@yahoo.com
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ADVERTISE FOR LESS!
Call (540) 305-9776

Comics

The News at Noon & The Valley Today
The award winning “News at Noon” • 30 minutes of LOCAL news • Weekdays at 12:05 pm
The award winning “The Valley Today” • 30 minutes of LOCAL interviews • Weekdays at 12:30 pm
· local leaders
· public safety
· round tables

· issues

· business

· health
· philanthropy

· politics

· education
· tourism
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Front Royal-Warren County Chamber of Commerce
“POWER OF WOMEN” SERIES
The Women’s Business Council
will present “Power of Women”
on January 14, 2008, 12:00 - 1:15
p.m. at the Apple House, with presenter Toni Lynn Chinoy. Toni has
been coaching senior women executives in major corporations for
over twenty years. After a brief
presentation on Power Games
where she will present a well loved
model developed by her clients
and available in her book “From
the Balcony, New Perspectives
for the old Power Games”, she will
zone in on us and our personal issues with power. Lunch and Program $15 for Chamber Members
and $25 for non-members. For
more information or to rsvp contact
Sharon Baroncelli at 635-3185 ext.
26 or sbaroncelli@frontroyalchamber.com.
TOURISM COUNCIL
The Tourism Council will meet
Thursday, January 24, 2008, 9
a.m. at the Chamber office. Jennifer Keck, Front Royal Tourism and
Visitors Center Coordinator will be
giving an Annual Visitation report
and presenting the Town’s Tourism goals and plans for 2008. For
more information or to rsvp contact
Sharon Baroncelli at 635-3185 ext.
26 or sbaroncelli@frontroyalchamber.com.
BROWN BAG LUNCHEON SERIES CONTINUES
The Brown Bag Luncheon series
continues this month on Tuesday,
January 29th, Noon at the Chamber. Darryl Glick, Instructor/Team
Leader with Dale Carnegie will be
presenting “Vision - Drawing Your
Own Personal Roadmap”. For
more information or to rsvp contact
635-3185 or info@frontroyalchamber.com.
REALTOR /BUILDER /HR FORUM & LUNCHEON
Hear the latest news and happenings about our community, school
system, planning and zoning
offices,economic development office and more to help you close the
deal. You are invited to the Realtor/
Builder/Human Resources Forum
& Luncheon on Thursday, February 21, 9:30 a.m. at Skyline High

School. A special presentation,
“Motivation - It’s An Inside Job” will
be given at 12:15 p.m. and lunch is
included. The Forum is sponsored
by Front Royal Federal Credit
Union and Commonwealth One
Federal Credit Union. To rsvp or
for more information contact Sharon Baroncelli at 635-3185 ext. 26
or sbaroncelli@frontroyalchamber.
com by Monday, February 18th.
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY
The Chamber is currently updating the quality of life/membership
directory. As a Chamber member
you will receive your listing for free.
Please take a moment to view your
directory listing on www.frontroyalchamber.com, click on Business
Directory. To make any corrections and/or additions contact Pam
at 635-3185 x2 or priffle@frontroyalchamber.com.
SAVE THE DATE
Mark your calendars and plan to
join us at “Chamber Day at the
Capitol” on Wednesday, January
23, 2008. “Chamber Day at the
Capitol” is an exciting opportunity
to go to Richmond and hear directly from the Governor, Lt. Governor,
AG, and others on this session’s
legislative agenda as well as meet
with Delegate Athey and Senator
Obenshain. RSVP to sbaroncelli@
frontroyalchamber.com or reservation form at www.frontroyalchamber.com (Calendar of Events).
MEMBER NEWS
The Blue Ridge Housing Network
is hosting a free VHDA Homeownership Education Class on
Saturday, January 12th, between
8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. at Handley
Regional Library, 100 W. Piccadilly
St., Winchester, VA. This program
is designed to take the mystery out
of the home buying process and
help first-time homebuyers prepare
to make the important choices related to homeownership. RSVP at
540-622-2711.
Front Royal Police Department
and the Warren County Sheriff’s
Office announce that they are accepting applications for the 2008
Citizen’s Police Academy. The

Academy begins on Tuesday,
February 5, and continues each
consecutive Tuesday from 7 PM
until 9 PM thru May 27, 2008. The
principal location for the Academy
will be the Warren County Senior
Center , 1217 Commonwealth Avenue , Front Royal. Applications
are available from the Front Royal
Police Department or the Warren
County Sheriff’s Office. For additional information, please contact
Janice Hart at (540) 631-2763;
FRPD or Warren County Sheriff ‘s Deputy Larry Funk at (540)
635-4128. Application deadline is
Wednesday, January 30, 2008.
Wakefield Country Day School
will be holding an open house on
Sunday, January 27th from 1-3
p.m. Families are invited to learn
more about their preschool through
12th grade college preparatory day
school. WCDS is located at 1059
Zachary Taylor Highway (State
road 522) In Flint Hill, VA. Bus service is provided from Front Royal
from two different locations. For
more information please contact
the admissions office at (540) 6358555.
The Lord Fairfax Workforce
Solutions and Continuing Education is offering the following
classes: PayTrain Mastery, Jan 8
- Mar 25, 6-9 p.m., $895; Private
Investigator, Jan 10 - May 8, 6-9
p.m., $345; Basic Contractor Licensing Class, Jan 12, 8 a.m. - 5
p.m., $199; Hydraulics Fundamentals and Beyonds, Jan 14 - Mar 5,
5 - 7 p.m., $545; Optician I, Jan 14
- Apr 28, Flexible, $200; Continuing
Education for HVAC Professionals,
Jan 17, 7 - 10 p.m., $125; Continuing Education for Electricians, Jan
19, 8 - 11 a.m., $125; Cosmetology
Theory, Jan 21 - Apr 28, 6 - 10 p.m.,
$325; Wheel Thrown Pottery, Jan
21 - Apr 28, 1 - 5 p.m., $295; Hand
Built Pottery, Jan 21 - Apr 28, 6 - 10
p.m., $325; Exceptional Customer
Service for the Service Leader, Jan
22, 29, 1 - 4 p.m., $175; ServSafe
Food Certification, Jan 24, 8:30
a.m. - 6 p.m., $175; Migrating to
Office 2007 - What’s New?, Jan
24, 8:30 a.m. 12:30 p.m., $75;
Continuing Education for Plumbing
Professionals, Jan 26, 8 a.m. - 11

a.m., $125; Continuing Education
for Gas Fitters, Jan 26, 11 a.m. 12 p.m., $65; SHRM Learning Systems, Jan 28 - Apr 14, 4 - 7 p.m.,
$895; Electrical: Basic Electrical
Theory, Jan 29 - Mar 6, 7 - 9 p.m.,
$395; Peer Today, Boss Tomorrow,
Jan 31, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.,
$95. For more information call
540-868-7021.
A Mid-Eastern Dinner and Dance
Performance with a silent auction will be held to benefit the
Blue Ridge Educational Center on
Saturday, January 12th, 5-8 p.m.
at the Calvary Episcopal Church.
Puchase tickets early. Seating is
limited. Last year’s show sold out!.
For more information or to rsvp call
540-631-9503.

Tuesday, January 15th, 7 p.m. at
the Government Center
UPCOMING EVENTS
Jan. 10
Adult Leadership
Jan. 14
Women’s Business
Council, “Power of Women”, Noon
at the Apple House
Jan. 15
Wine & Craft Festival
meeting, 8:30 a.m. at the Chamber
Jan. 17
Youth Leadership
Jan. 21
Chamber Closed
Jan. 23
Chamber Day at the
Capitol
Jan. 24 Tourism Council, 9 a.m.
at the Chamber
Jan. 29
Brown Bag Series,
Noon at the Chamber
Jan. 30
Non-Profit Council,
Noon at the Chamber

TOWN OF FRONT ROYAL
Monday, January 14th, 7 p.m. at
the Government Center
Monday, January 28th, 7 p.m. at
the Government Center
COUNTY OF WARREN

This 12 column inch ad costs
just $90 and reaches about
17,000 readers.

Hmm....

Tara: 540-305-9776
tarawcr@yahoo.com
Christi: 540-671-6494
christiboies@mris.com
For classifieds, call Melissa:
540-635-4542
melissawcr@yahoo.com
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Diversions

Watch out! Your boss is coming around the corner!

Trivia Time
1. What former U.S. president died in New York City on October
20, 1964?
	2. What year’s movies are the earliest that writers and actors get
residuals from when they’re shown on television?
	3. What kind of watch did Gene Cernan wear on the Apollo 10
flight?
4. Who won Tony Awards for his choreography of “Damn Yankees,”
“Redhead,” “Little Me,” “Sweet Charity” and “Pippin”?
	5. What was Natalie’s maiden name in “The Winds of War?”
6. What acronym was formed from Agnetha, Bjorn, Benny and
Annafrid?
7. What U.S. senator was the first guest on CBS’ “Face the Nation”
on November 7, 1954?
8. What was the first rock and roll song to reach No. 1 on the hit
parade?
9. What building was forever being demolished on “The Many
Loves of Dobie Gillis”?
10. What first did Mother Seton achieve on September 14, 1975?
Trivia Time Answers
1. Herbert Hoover; 2. 1949’s; 3. A Mickey Mouse watch; 4. Bob
Fosse; 5. Jastrow; 6. ABBA; 7. Joseph McCarthy; 8. “Rock Around
the Clock;” 9. The Endicott Building; 10. She was the first U.S.-born
saint

You Don’t Say!
Men laugh longer, more loudly, and more often than women.
***
The pharaohs of ancient Egypt wore garments made with thin
threads of beaten gold. Some fabrics had up to 500 gold threads per
one inch of cloth.
***
The first foreign monarch to patent an invention in the U.S. was
King Hassan II of Morocco. He was issued a patent for an invention
that combined videotape and an electrocardiogram to study heart
performance.
***
British-born actor and director Charlie Chaplin died of natural causes
on Christmas Day 1977 in Switzerland. Considered to be one of the
most influential talents in film history, he was married four times
and was the father of 11 children. Chaplin was knighted by Queen
Elizabeth II in 1975.
***
By the year 14,000 A.D., the new North Star will be Vega.
***
In 1893, Chicago hired its first police woman. Her name was Marie Owens. While the city was progressive in its hiring practices,
Chicago’s female police officers were not allowed to wear uniforms
until 1956.
***
It is against the law to yell out “Snake!” within the city limits of Flowery Branch, Georgia.
***
Queen Victoria was the last teenager to rule England.
***
The top three cork-producing countries in the world are Spain,
Portugal, and Algeria.
***
A cat keeps purring no matter if it is inhaling or exhaling, a baffling
accomplishment.
***
In Korea, the deer is a symbol of long life, and is often portrayed
in the company of immortals.
***
In India it is perfectly proper for men to wear pajamas in public.
Pajamas are accepted as standard daytime wearing apparel.

Sports Challenge by Walter Branch
1. What football team lost its owner when Art Rooney died?
	2. What New York stadium’s electronic scoreboard did gay activists rent to flash messages on for Condom Day 1988?
	3. What 45-year-old New York Yankee became the first pitcher in 90 years to tally three errors in one
inning?
4. What American League West team’s fans gave a thumbs up to Gardenburgers for vegetarians?
	5. What New York Yankees baseball player became the first pitcher to start a game as a designated hitter?
6. Who was the first African-American to start as quarterback in a Super Bowl?
7. Who was the only woman and youngest athlete on Sports magazine’s list of the top 100 money-makers of 1987?
8. Who was the first Chicago Cub to hit a home run during a night game at Wrigley Field?
9. What skater admitted after competing at the 1988 Winter Olympics: “My heart wasn’t in it after the
first combination jump”?
10. What North American country won the Pan Am Games’ 20-kilometer walk for the fourth consecutive time in 1987?
Sports Challenge Answers
1. The Pittsburgh Steelers; 2. Shea Stadium’s; 3. Tommy John; 4. The Seattle Mariners’; 5. Rick Rhoden;
6. Doug Williams; 7. Steffi Graf; 8. Ryne Sandberg; 9. Debi Thomas; 10. Mexico

Quotes
“Be not intimidated ... nor suffer yourselves to be
wheedled out of your liberties by any pretense of
politeness, delicacy, or decency. These, as they are
often used, are but three different names for hypocrisy, chicanery and cowardice.” - John Adams
***
“Man perfected by society is the best of all animals;
he is the most terrible of all when he lives without
law, and without justice.” - Aristotle
***
“Evil (ignorance) is like a shadow - it has no real
substance of its own, it is simply a lack of light.
You cannot cause a shadow to disappear by trying
to fight it, stamp on it, by railing against it, or any
other form of emotional or physical resistance. In
order to cause a shadow to disappear, you must

shine light on it.” - Shakti Gawain
***
“Our country is now geared to an arms economy
bred in an artificially-induced psychosis of war hysteria and an incessant propaganda of fear.” - General
Douglas MacArthur
***
“You must work, we must all work, to make the
world worthy of its children.” - Pablo Casals
***
“Whatever touches the nerves of motive, whatever
shifts man’s moral position, is mightier than steam,
or calorie, or lightning.” - Edwin Hubbel Chapin
***
“The difficulties, hardships and trials of life, the
obstacles one encounters on the road to fortune
are positive blessings. They knit the muscles more
firmly, and teach self-reliance. Peril is the element
in which power is developed.” - W. Mathews

A Look Back This Week
On January 8, 1815, some 5,300 British soldiers, unaware of the peace treaty, attacked U.S. entrenchments near New Orleans; the British sustained more than 2,000 casualties, and the Americans lost 71 ...
January 10, 1901, Texas had its first significant oil strike ... January 8, 1918, President Wilson set out his
14 Points as a basis for peace ... January 12, 1939, President Franklin Roosevelt asked for another hike
in the defense budget ... January 11-14, 1973, five of seven defendants in the Watergate break-in trial
pleaded guilty ... January 8, 1982, the 13-year-old lawsuit against AT&T by the Justice Dept. was settled;
AT&T agreed to give up the 22 Bell System companies and was allowed to expand ... January 8, 1987,
Dow Jones closed above 2,000 for the first time ... January 7, 1999, President Clinton’s impeachment
trial, the second such trial in U.S. history, began in the Senate ... January 10, 2000, America Online Inc.
announced that it would buy Time Warner Inc., in the largest merger to date ... January 11, 2001, the
AOL-Time Warner merger was completed ... January 11, 2002, Taliban and al-Qaeda fighters captured in
Afghanistan were flown to a U.S. naval base at Guantanamo Bay in Cubs, with the first 20 arriving on this
date ... January 10-11, 2003, a few days before leaving office, Governor George Ryan (R-Ill.) spared the
lives of 171 convicts sentenced to death ... January 10, 2003, North Korea said that it was withdrawing
from the 1980 Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty, claiming it was acting in self-defense against the U.S.,
which it accused of hostile intentions ... January 11, 2003, After three days of unofficial meetings with
two North Korean diplomats, Governor Bill Richardson (D-N.M), a former U.S. ambassador to the UN,
said the North Koreans wanted better relations with the U.S. ... January 12, 2003, Steve Case, founder of
America Online, announced that he was resigning as AOL chairman.
(c) 2008 DBR Media, Inc.
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Puzzles

Watch out! Your boss is coming around the corner!

About 17,000 people read this
paper. An ad this size costs
just 51.59 in color or $41.25 in
black & white. Is your business
benefiting from the area’s best
advertising deal?
• Contact Tara at 540-305-9776
tarawcr@yahoo.com
• Or Christi at 540-671-6494
christiboies@mris.com
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Puzzles

This issue’s crossword puzzle theme is “Chuckles!” The solution is on page 38.
NO PEEKING!!!

ACROSS
1 Rest
4 “Eh?”
8 Sounds of sighs
11 Lays a lawn
15 Ice formation
16 Rescuer
17 Shapeless
19 Grace.
22 Word that sounds like Minnelli and one
of her namesakes?
23 German article
24 Cracker spread
25 Sports events
27 Playwright Clifford
28 Shrink back
30 Misprints
33 State: abbr.
35 __ Penn
36 Scale

42 E’s followers
44 Impertinent
45 Quarantine
47 Play opener
50 Official, familiarly
52 Fabray, to friends
54 Rose scent
55 Cuts of meat
57 “Go, team!”
60 German article
61 Lofty principles
62 Manly
63 Remove
65 Bolivian aunt
67 __-pitch softball
68 Ice cream from the Philippines?
72 Mutton source
75 Cleaning item
76 Satchel
77 In a while
79 Requests from the very hungry

84 Rush
86 Artillery shell substance, for short
87 Culler
88 Naval detector
89 Blvds.
90 Cochlea’s site
92 Agts.
93 Exodus ruler
95 Amplifiers
100 Capital city
102 M I
105 Purposes
108 Specially assigned GIs
109 “Beau __”
110 See 119 Across
112 Have __ to eat; snack
117 Stateline lake
119 With 110 Across, island group
121 Insecticide letters
122 Freight carrier late fee
124 Day Day

128 Mother-of-Pearl?
129 Comedian Sahl
130 Bank’s offering
131 Greek portico
132 Approves
133 Indelible fluids
134 __ sauce
DOWN
1 Shade of difference
2 Network letters
3 With 56 Down, snoop
4 Sharpen
5 To this, formally
6 Actress Meyers
7 Besides
8 Blake of “Gunsmoke”
9 “Don’t change __ midstream”
10 Feminine title: abbr.
11 MC __; popular early Miami Bass rapper

12 Seep
13 Song for two
14 Sizzling sound
15 Whimpers
17 Copy
18 Arafat’s org.
19 Eur. nation
20 Compadre
21 Condemns
26 Fraternity letters
29 Clumsy
31 MMVII & others: abbr.
32 __ soup
34 __ Angeles
36 Expire
37 Lake in Scotland
38 Burden
39 Old man: Ger.
40 “So long!”
41 Eur. language
43 Periods of time: abbr.
46 Pausing syllables
47 Weaponry
48 Fuel
49 Hombre’s lunch
51 Cargo
53 Skilled person
56 See 3 Down
58 Everybody
59 __-ho
60 Distributed 52
61 Suffix for part or tutor
63 Genetic matter
64 New Deal agcy.
66 French territory
69 “__ longa, vita brevis”
70 Writer Anais
71 Heavyweight champ
72 Diminutive ending
73 Sob
74 Is wrong
78 Petrified
79 Recipe abbr.
80 Santa’s greeting
81 __ instant; swiftly
82 Uncommon
83 Word of disgust
85 Belief endings
87 __ Lanka
89 Professional jargon
91 Stein contents
94 Electrical unit
96 Dramatic villain
97 Bumped with the patella
98 Ames & Sullivan
99 Tipsy one
101 Projecting shelves
103 Employments
104 __, New Jersey
106 1 of 2 twelves
107 Family car
110 Suffix for violin or exhibition
111 Pen
112 Nav. bigwigs
113 __ Parks
114 “__ Excited”; hit for the Pointer Sisters in 1982
115 Brass instrument
116 Historical time
118 Attention-getter
120 Amphibians
123 Coastal resort
125 Foreign buddy
126 Distant
127 Milne marsupial
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Activities and events
Concert
12/21/2007 - 1:30pm
You are invited to a FREE
Christmas Concert at Randolph
Macon Academy (RMA) Gymnasium today. For more information you may call (800)2721172 or www.rma.edu.
Caroling
12/23/2007 - 2:30pm - 4:00pm

The Town of Front Royal Business Offices will be closed today. Garbage, Yard Waste and
Recycling pick-up for this day
will be Wednesday, December
26. The Town of Front Royal
wishes you a Merry Christmas!
Bluegrass Party
12/28/2007 - 7:00pm 10:00pm

The Town of Front Royal Business Offices will be closed
today. Trash, Recycling and
Yard Waste will be collected on
Wednesday, January 2. The
Town of Front Royal wishes you
a Happy New Year!

This 12 column inch ad costs
just $90 and reaches about
17,000 readers.

Library Event
1/6/2008 - 2:00pm

Hmm....

Tara: 540-305-9776
tarawcr@yahoo.com
Christi: 540-671-6494
christiboies@mris.com
For classifieds, call Melissa:
540-635-4542
melissawcr@yahoo.com

ADVERTISE FOR LESS!
Call (540) 636-1014

You are invited to Samuels Public Library today to discover the
The public is invited to 119 Tonight you are invited to a secret life of mammals in your
Chester Street for “Christmas community jam session at the own backyard. Since 2006, the
Warren County Senior Center Smithsonian’s
Conservation
Carols Around the Fire”.
located on 12th Street. All lev- & Research Center has been
el of musicians are welcome. observing large mammals with
CHRISTMAS EVE - Town
Acoustic Intstruments only. the assistance of over 100 volHoliday
There will be coffee and food unteers and 50 digital cameras
12/24/2007
items available for purchase. positioned along the AppalaThe Town Business Offices will Admission is free; however, a chian Trail. Join mammalogist
be closed today. Garbage, Re- hat will be passed around. All and project director Bill McShea
cycling & Yard Waste will be proceeds benefit the Warren to learn about the monitoring.
picked up on Wednesday, De- County Senior Center.
cember 26.
NEW YEAR’S DAY - Town
Holiday
CHRISTMAS DAY - Town Hol1/1/2008
iday
12/25/2007

About 17,000 people read this
paper. An ad this size costs
just 51.59 in color or $41.25 in
black & white. Is your business
benefiting from the area’s best
advertising deal?
• Contact Tara at 540-305-9776
tarawcr@yahoo.com
• Or Christi at 540-671-6494
christiboies@mris.com
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Place your classified ad in the most widely-read newspaper in Warren County by calling
Melissa Barnett at (540) 635-4542.

Classifieds
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322 N. Royal Ave • Front Royal, VA 22630
(540) 635-8020 • fax: (540) 635-7312
www.newlookkitchenandbath.com

We also offer: Tile Work, Hardwood Flooring, Basements,
Outdoor Kitchens, Frameless
Shower Glass Doors

0% interest
0 payments
for 6 months on
purchases thru our
Home Design Plus
credit program

Maurertown, VA
bathroom remodel
Let us turn any area of your home into
a work of art!

We beat the big-box retail prices every day!

Northern VA
kitchen
remodel

Northern VA
kitchen
remodel

