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Open House
Sunday, March 30th from 12 noon - 5 pm
Buracker Construction LLC
Custom Homes
540-636-1879 or 540-671-3388
buracker-construction.com
Looking for that special Mountain Estate or Weekend Getaway?
Come tour the “Lodge” in scenic Bentonville, VA
382 Jennings Lane, Bentonville, VA 22610

Thinking about moving to the country?
Now is the time. Call Christi for more information on any of these
homes/lots located in the Browntown/Bentonville area or stop
and take at them. Open Sunday 3/30/08 12 noon - 5 pm

New Home on 5+ Private Acres
in Bentonville for $279,900. Not
Listed yet. Be the first to see it.
New Home, 3 Acres and a Pond.
One Level Living. Garage, Deck,
Screened in Porch and More all for
$439,900. Located in Browntown.
Lots in Bentonville. 511 Acres. Starting at
$159,000 Level/Hilly.
Stream/Pond, Views
Need House Plans or a
Builder. No problem.

Christi Boies (540) 671-6494
christiboies@mris.com

Mountain Brook Estates
Have you been looking for that special piece of land to build your full time,
weekend or vacation home? If so, Mountain Brook Estates may be just what
you’re looking for.

Situated on 9 scenic acres with views of the Shenadoah National Park and George Washington National
Forest, this cedar log siding home is loaded with extras. Exterior framing consists of 2” x 6” walls and R-19
insulation. The roof is a 50 year, standing seam metal roof. The wrap around porch could hold virtually 100
rocking chairs. Inside, the Master Bedroom is located on the Main Floor and has a cathedral ceiling, stone
fireplace and walk-in closet. The Master bath boasts a 4’ x 8’ walk-in tile shower with 2 shower heads and
body sprays. The kitchen features Prestige Rustic Hickory Beadboard Cabinets and granite counters. A
48” JennAir Cooktop with grill is in the center of the island. The Great Room features another stone fireplace and cedar posts with carved Bear Heads. The loft features a mural of a Virginia Wildlife scene. The
two large upstairs bedrooms each have their own full bath. Farmhouse style oak trim and 8’ oak doors.
Want to come see for yourself? Buy this house before the end of April 2008 and get a free Rinnai Tankless
Water Heater!
Price Reduced to $699,999!
Directions from Front Royal: Take Rt. 340 South 9 miles to Bentonville. Turn left on Bentonville-Browntown Road and go 2.2 miles. Turn left on Jennings Lane. Go ½ mile to house on right. You can’t miss it!

Only 8 lots left!

Located in scenic Bentonville, VA this new mountain community of 10 lots ranging from 5 to 11 acres has something for everyone. Lot 2 has views and a pond
and several lots have a stream going through them. High speed DSL Internet
will be available! For additional information, call Buracker Construction LLC,
540-636-1879 or visit our website @ mountainbrookestates.net. Prices start
at 159,999 up to 229,999. Bring this ad and receive $5,000 off through May
07. Directions from Front Royal: Take Rt. 340 South 9 miles to Bentonville.
Turn left on Bentonville-Browntown Road. Go 1 mile and turn left on Lockhart
Lane. At the end of Lockhart Lane, turn right. Subdivision begins at sign.
Lots are marked. For an ATV tour please call for appointment.

This 3x1.5” full-color ad will reach about 17,000 readers. It costs $42.21. Give your business the boost it needs with an ad in Warren County’s most popular newspaper by calling Christi at 540-671-6494 • christiboies@mris.com
Looking for a builder? Call Buracker Construction LLC 540-636-1879
or visit buracker-construction.com
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In explaining his vote against the settlement, Stan Brooks said, “I’m not a big proponent
of litigation. But in this case I think the town would have been better served if it had gone
to court.”

Water wars

Town, FDR Services settle water-sewer rate war
Two years of litigation ends with compromise, 15-year service contract

By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Maybe it will feel like this when
the Middle East Wars end after
we’re all gone, or at least are used
to paying $8 a gallon for gas and
seeing our tax money go to bail
out failing investment bankers.
The feeling is relief – the battle’s

over and now we can get on with
our lives without the recriminations, wasted money and vilifications that got the whole thing
rolling in the first place.
At a March 17 Special Meeting,
the Front Royal Town Council
voted 4-1, with Stan Brooks dissenting and Tom Sayre absent,
to enter into a settlement and

15-year contractual arrangement
on water and sewer service with
FDR Services Corporation of Virginia. Contacted by phone, FDR
Director of Government Affairs
Michael Peragine said company
officials had also signed off on the
agreement this week.
The settlement between the
Town of Front Royal and com-

mercial laundry FDR ends 22
months of litigation and four lawsuits, three state and one federal,
challenging the legality of Front
Royal’s water and sewer rates and
policies on a number of fronts.
At stake from both sides’ perspectives was economic survival
– for FDR, its very commercial
existence; and for the town, the
ability to charge sufficient rates
to create necessary revenue from
its central utilities.
The impasse that led to the
nearly two-year legal battle was
a water and sewer rate hike of
570 percent that FDR officials
said threatened to take their annual water and sewer bill from
$170,000 to $1.2 million. That
hike came as the town’s 10-year
reduced rate contract with former owner Tartan Textiles expired shortly after FDR’s August
2005 purchase of the Kelley Industrial Park facility.
The settlement includes a retroactive rate that will effectively
double FDR’s monthly bill, rather
than increase it eightfold; and a
fifteen-year service contract that
locks in a tiered water-sewer rate
along in-town prices, rather than
the normal doubled county industrial corridor rate. Despite its
county location, FDR will also pay
a town Business, Professional and
Occupational License (BPOL) tax

based on annual gross revenue.
Chaos vs. order
“The 600-percent [utility rate]
increase threw the company’s
business plan into chaos,” Peragine said following the settlement. “Now we can plan a future,
get costs under control and take
other steps to bring our costs
into line. Now we will be in a position to bring quality service to
these healthcare institutions that
are within a 60 to 75-mile radius.
That is the reason we capitulated
on some points.”
Among those capitulations is
biting the bullet on the $200,000
cost of drilling a well FDR planned
to provide its own water from as
the dispute with the town escalated, as well as what Peragine said
was double that amount spent
litigating the company’s right to
provide its own water.
Part of the settlement is FDR’s
withdrawal of all four of its cases
against the town. Among the legal
issues raised by FDR was a town
ordinance passed as the legal battle progressed mandating that all
town utility customers hooked to
either town water or sewer, also
be hooked to the other.
Other portions of FDR’s myriad
challenges of the town’s watersewer policy and rates was the

Warren County Builders Association
Monthly Meeting Reminder
Wednesday March 26th at 7:00 pm • WC Government Center

* Special Guests----Candidates running for Town Council *
Do you have a question or concern involving the building trade? As
always, the Public is invited and encouraged to attend our meetings.
Past & Current Members we hope to see you there. Not a Member
yet? Now is the time to Join. Great Networking and Support from
each other.

For more info, call Christi Boies at 671-6494
or visit www.warrenbuilders.org

Serving Warren & All Surrounding Counties
“Producers of Quality Buildings for 36 years”
•
•
•
•
•

Re-roof & Re-side Existing Structures
Horse Barns & Arenas
Commercial Buildings
Machinery Storages
Garages

1.800.842.0276 • timberlinebuildings@hotmail.com

www.timberlinebuildings.com
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“I believe we really turned a corner on negotiations when the new town manager became
a part of them. With his corporate background Mike could see both sides. He and Bob
Mitchell’s work was crucial to a resolution,” Eastham said.

Water wars
1998 town-county “522 Corridor Agreement” allowing the town to
charge double in-town utility fees and rates on central utilities extended into the county’s Route 522 North Industrial Corridor. The ‘98
Corridor Agreement has been viewed as an economic compromise
allowing the town to recoup lost revenue it could have gained through
annexation of county land where central utilities were necessary to
attract business interests expanding the community’s commercial tax
base. FDR contended the corridor rates were arbitrary and unrelated
to the cost of the service provided.
Town officials countered that FDR was simply trying to extend a
highly favorable utility rate it was not a legal party to in order to gain a
competitive advantage within its industry. Town officials have pointed out the cost of providing water and sewer goes far beyond simply
pumping and collecting water. Cost estimates of $6 million and $36
million for new water pumping and purification facilities, some of it
mandated by state or federal law are among those costs.
That’s a lot of H2O, man
As a commercial laundry business targeting the healthcare industry,
FDR is one of the town’s largest consumers of central water. The settlement agreement reflects those numbers:
· Retroactively, FDR agrees to pay the town $297,528.68 for its first
year of water and sewer service between Aug. 1, 2005 and July 31,
2006; and $190,627.17 for water and sewer between Aug. 1, 2006 and
Sept. 30, 2007, up to the date the 15-year contract kick in.
· Beginning Oct. 1, 2007 and extending for 15 years FDR will pay a
tiered water rate of between $6.45 (up to 3,000 gallons), $4.63/1000
gallons (up to 750,000 gallons), and $3.00/1000 gallons over 750,000
gallons; and a tiered sewer rate of $7.45, $5.90/1000 gallons, and
$3.25/1000 gallons along the same usage breakdown as water. Those
rates stay in effect through 2010. As of Jan. 1, 2011, rate increases will

Tax Scams
For the past few months, the Internal
Revenue Service has been warning of
scams, seemingly one after another.
Now, with rebate bonus checks due
out in a couple of months, the scammers have taken the opportunity to
perpetuate even more fraud.
Here’s how this new one works:
You get a call or e-mail supposedly
from the IRS, and you’ll be told that
you’re eligible for an advance rebate
check — IF you give them your Social
Security number. They also ask for
bank account numbers, so the check
can be direct deposited into your
account.
Variations include an e-mail with
links you’re asked to click, which
takes you to a fake IRS page where
you enter your personal information.
Other IRS scams have the same goal
(getting you to disclose your information), but use different methods:
• E-mail that threatens an audit or
criminal investigation: That’s sure to
get your attention, especially if the email contains your real name, as some
of them have.
• “Where’s My Refund?” e-mail:
Directs victims to a fake IRS page and
asks for credit-card number and Social
Security number.

• Uncashed check phone call: The
victim is called, supposedly by the
IRS, and told that a check the IRS sent
has not been cashed. The victim is
asked to give account information so it
can be traced.
• Tax-law change email: These are
usually directed to businesses or those
who need tax-law information. The
problem here is that when you click on
the link, it downloads malware (a
virus) onto your computer that allows
the scammers to directly access your
computer.
• Other scams: These include getting
paid to do an IRS customer satisfaction survey or making a donation to
charitable causes.
Remember: The IRS doesn’t send
out e-mails asking for Social Security
numbers, credit-card numbers, PINs
or any other information. If you get
one of these e-mails, roll the mouse
over the link and see what URL shows
up. The IRS e-mail address is
www.irs.gov. If you do want to visit
the IRS Website, type in the address,
rather than clicking any link.
To report an e-mail scam, go to the
IRS Web site, put “suspicious e-mail”
in the Search box, and follow the
instructions for sending the e-mail, or
call 1-800-829-1040.
David Uffington regrets that he cannot personally answer reader questions, but will incorporate them into
his column whenever possible. Write
to him in care of King Features Weekly
Service, P.O. Box 536475, Orlando,
FL 32853-6475, or send e-mail to
columnreply@gmail.com.
© 2008 King Features Synd., Inc.

reflect in-town customer changes.
· Since FDR has paid over the retroactive settlement rate during
the two years of litigation, the $117,344 difference between the paid
amount of $605,543 and settlement total of $488,197 will be applied
as credit to future bills at a rate of $9,778 per month for 12 months
beginning in Oct. 2007.
“There’s still a lot of work to do,” Peragine said in the wake of the
settlement. “We must be efficient in all things … When we purchased
a failing business here our goal was to service clients in a 50-mile radius. During this litigation we have had to go hundreds of miles and
there are costs associated with that. Now that the cases are settled we
are in a position to compete closer to home and do what we came here
to do. And when that happens I think we’ll be a valuable asset to the
community and we’d like it seen in that light.”
The wisdom of Mick
Peragine observed that conventional wisdom is that the best compromises are those “where neither side is perfectly happy.” Front Royal
Mayor Jim Eastham concurred with that assessment in lauding the
settlement.
“After lengthy negotiations – i.e. years – we’ve reached an agreement that both parties could live with. Like most negotiated contracts
you don’t necessarily get what you want, but ultimately you get what
you need,” Eastham said in apparent tribute to the lyrical wisdom of
Mick Jagger – or did Keith write that line?
In addition to Jagger-Richards, Eastham credited the work of former
Interim Town Attorney Robert Mitchell and Town Manager Michael
Graham for their work in resolving the dispute.
“I believe we really turned a corner on negotiations when the new
town manager became a part of them. With his corporate background
Mike
could
see2008
both sides. He and Bob Mitchell’s work was crucial to
March
17-23,
a resolution,” Eastham said.

Money

Counterpoint
In explaining his vote against the settlement, Stan Brooks said, “I’m
not a big proponent of litigation. But in this case I think the town
would have been better served if it had gone to court. I thought we
were in the stronger legal position and these were issues I thought it
would have been to our benefit to settle now – sometimes things need
to be settled in court. But I understand council’s decision and I’m not
overly concerned about it.”
rogerb@warrencountyreport.com

“Quest for the Stars 2007 Winner Maura Belton CD Release”
From a release:
LURAY, VA, March 10, 2008,
2008, – Maura Belton, Quest
for the Stars 2007 co-winner
releases her winning CD titled
“To Make A Move” on Saturday,
March 15, 2008. Ms. Belton will
be the honorary guest judge and
performer at the 2008 Quest for
the Stars Showcase being held at
Luray High School at 7:30 PM
on March 15.
“Maura is such a wonderful example for those with the
dream of performing on stage.
She has continually exhibited
pose, personality, character and

talent throughout the Quest experience. “To Make A Move”
reflects Maura’s ability to sing
different vocal genre while
keeping true to her unique style
and tone” said Sharon Sampsell,
Cultural Programs Coordinator
for the Page County Department of Recreation and creator
of the Quest for the Stars Program. “She received tremendous support from the citizens
of Page County throughout the
Quest for the Stars season and
I invite all to support her once
more on March 15 as she presents her winning CD recording
to the public”.
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“We are deeply saddened by this tragedy. Although Sean had just enrolled at second semester, he was still
a member of the corps of cadets, a member of our family. We can’t begin to imagine the pain his family is
feeling, but our thoughts and prayers are with them.” – from R-MA press release on cadet death

Plane crash

Late night flight fatal for R-MA cadet and father
Private plane slams into Massanutten shortly after 11:53 p.m. takeoff
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
A planned weekend visit home
from school the evening of Friday, March 14, turned fatal for
one Randolph-Macon Academy
cadet and his father.
According to Front Royal-Warren County Airport (FRR) video
records a single-engine Cirrus
SR 22 crashed into Massanutten
Mountain shortly after takeoff at
11:53 p.m. on March 14. Dr. Hector Collison of Potomac, Md., was
later determined to have been the
pilot. Collison’s son Sean, a 15year-old sophomore at R-MA,
was the plane’s sole passenger.
The FRR terminal was closed at
the time of the takeoff and subsequent accident. However, private
pilots flying in and out of small
recreational airports after terminals are closed is common, Airport Manager Reggie Cassagnol
said.
From airport video it appeared
that seconds after takeoff Collison’s craft’s wing lights disappeared from view, possibly into a
cloud, just before a ball of flame
erupted on camera. Cassagnol
reasoned that Collison could
have flown into a cloud and be-

come disoriented or could have
had a mechanical or instrument
problem that complicated his
situation just after takeoff into
problematic weather. Cassagnol
described weather conditions as
sporadically windy, with patches
of clouds and potential rain when
normal airport operations shut
down at 7 p.m. that evening. The
National Transportation Safety
Board (NTSB) is investigating the
accident.
Airport security video indicated Dr. Collison landed at FRR
at 9:30 p.m. Friday evening. Collison returned to the airport and
was dropped off with his son at
11:47 p.m. Six minutes later Collison’s Cirrus SR 22 was rolling
west down the airport runway.
The destination was BaltimoreWashington International Airport (BWI). Within seconds of
takeoff and almost immediately
after its wing lights disappeared
from the airport security video,
the plane banked left, or south,
rather than the prescribed right,
lost altitude and exploded, likely
on impact, about a mile from the
airport.
Units of Warren County Fire
and Rescue were dispatched to
the scene following an 11:54 p.m.

Boies Heating & Air LLC
PO Box 2251 • Front Royal VA 22630

Office 540 636-2667
Direct 540 683-6260

Spring is just
around the corner. Now
is the time to have your A/C
serviced!

*Clean Condenser Coil
*Clean Evaporator Coil
*Check all Electrical
Connections
*Check Freon
*Check Return Air Filter
*Replace Standard Filters
*Clean out A/C Drain Line

Offer Expires 06/30/08

Maintenance Contracts Available
Boies Heating & Air LLC
Office 540 636-2667 • Direct 540 683-6260

report of an airplane crash and
fire in the area of 4912 Panhandle
Road. Responders utilized a fire
trail and then had to travel an
additional ¼ mile on foot before
reaching the scene about a mile
into the George Washington National Forest. The scene was described as deeply wooded with
very thick underbrush. Upon
arrival it was established that a
plane had crashed and burned
and the two occupants were deceased at the scene.

Officials of R-MA were notified
of the Collison deaths at 4:45 a.m.
Saturday morning.
Through it’s Public Relations
Office the school issued the following statement: “We are deeply
saddened by this tragedy. Although Sean had just enrolled
at second semester, he was still a
member of the corps of cadets, a
member of our family. We can’t
begin to imagine the pain his
family is feeling, but our thoughts
and prayers are with them.”

TAX (Stimulus)
REBATE
YOU MUST FILE TO RECEIVE IT

All for Only $169.00
Present this Coupon and
Receive 10% Off Cleaning

The SR22, by Cirrus Design, is a high-performance single-engine, four-seat, composite aircraft. It is a more powerful version
of the Cirrus SR20, with a larger wing, higher fuel capacity, and a
310 horsepower (231 kW) engine. It is extremely popular among
purchasers of new aircraft and has been the world’s best-selling single-engine, four-seat aircraft for several years.[1] Like the
Cessna 400, but unlike most other high-performance aircraft, the
SR22 has fixed (non-retractable) landing gear.
The plane is perhaps best known for being equipped with the
Cirrus Aircraft Parachute System (CAPS), an emergency parachute capable of lowering the entire aircraft (and occupants) to
the ground in an emergency. - wikipedia

Are you thinking about getting a
Heat Pump? Call us for a FREE
Estimate. People talk about
our prices! We have QUICK
turnaround times and can
provide references. Licensed
and Insured.

Even if you normally do not file an Income
Tax Return you qualify for this payment.
We can speed up the process and file
your return electronically. Call for an
appointment or information.

Prudence B. Mathews

412 North Royal Avenue • Front Royal, Va

540-635-4103

The school notified students
still on campus of the death of
their classmate at a mandatory
lunch meeting Saturday. The rest
of the student body was informed
following their return for the
school week on Sunday. The normal Monday morning chapel service at the Methodist-Air Force
ROTC private school was altered
to a Memorial Service for fallen
Cadet Sean Collison. The school
made counselors available to its
students throughout the weekend.
Responding Warren Fire and
Rescue units included Front
Royal Company One, Rivermont,
Company Two and South Warren Company Three.
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EDA funding

“I would contend that money belongs to the people of Front Royal and Warren County
and that the town and county through their elected representatives should decide how to
spend it.” – Councilman Stan Brooks on EDA cash and land assets

Show me the money – Brooks calls out EDA financing
EDA’s reduced municipal funding request opens a fiscal can of worms
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

Push continued to come to
shove between the Front Royal
Town Council and the Front Royal-Warren County Economic Development Authority this month.
At council’s March 10 meeting
Stan Brooks made a public call
for the sale of EDA land and redistribution of EDA cash assets.
That call echoed a politely testy
discussion between Brooks and
Interim EDA Executive Director
Mike South at a council work ses-

sion one week earlier.
That work session conversation
began as a report on the EDA’s
2009 budget, which the town
funded about an eighth of last
year per a 72-28-percent funding
agreement with Warren County
developed by a co-sponsored
consultant. However, conversation quickly turned toward cash
assets and land values.
South responded to work session queries about the EDA’s
financial status by saying the
town-county economic development authority had $1.69 million

COUPONS
10% OFF Dine-In Buffet (Expires 4/3/2008)
Tops China Buffet • K-Mart Shopping Center - Front Royal, VA
Open Sun - Thurs 10:30am - 9:30pm • Fri & Sat 10:30am - 10:30pm
Carry Out Orders: 540 635 2288

Engineered Cleaning Solutions, LLC
Is your tile clean or dirty? Why replace when you can restore?
Call for a free demonstration.
David Zimmerman: 1 866 621 TILE

Boies Heating and Air
A new service is not as much as you think. Call for a free
estitmate. We do service calls too! People talk about our prices.
Jason Boies: 540 636 2667

Weichert Financial
Find out what you are approved for before you buy. We will go over
your credit report with you and explain the process step by step.
Amy Stewart/Gina Matthews: 540 635 8000 ext 110

Stronghold Supply Inc.
No need to travel, we have your namebrand tools here. Hand
tools, Electric tools, Top of the line Generators and more!
540 635 2034

Put your coupon in Warren County Report
Contact Christi at 540-671-6494 • christiboies@mris.com

in unrestricted assets and an estimated accumulated land asset
of $18 to $26 million. However,
South pointed out the EDA pays
$310,000 per year on a $2.6 million actual debt on those largely
undeveloped land assets.
Referencing three EDA parcels totaling 148.9 acres cited by
South at the outset of the work
session Brooks asked, “If you sold
148 acres for $9 million, what
would you do with it?”
South replied that he didn’t
believe that conversational tack
was productive. Rather, he suggested the EDA and town, along
with the county and other stakeholders work toward achieving a
consensus on achieving a unified
economic development plan for
the community’s future.
Undeterred Brooks said, “I
would contend that money belongs to the people of Front Royal
and Warren County and that the
town and county through their
elected representatives should
decide how to spend it – but we’ll
deal with that later.”
Show me the money
Brooks’ “later” began emerging seven days later. During the
council concerns portion of the
March 10 meeting Brooks began
by lauding the EDA for the economic development work it had
done with town and county money in recent decades.
“They became very involved
in land purchases and sale and
were very successful at that. But
the market is different now,”
Brooks stated. “It’s not clear exactly where we are right now –
but it’s somewhere between $15
and $20 million.”
A n d
while Brooks allowed that estimate did include the former and
still somewhat problematic bankruptcy court controlled Avtex
property within the town limits,
he continued, “But I believe there
is disconnect that we need to fix
– that being that money that was
fronted to the EDA belonged to
the people of Front Royal, the
people of Warren County.”

Control at issue

On March 10 Brooks reiterated
his work session point that rather
than reinvest cash from EDA land
sales into future economic development projects, it should be returned to the direct control of the
town and county governments to
assure municipal control of EDA
decisions.
“I believe we need to not have a
self-funded EDA. The EDA, like
all other government agencies
should come to the elected body
each year and ask for the funding they need to operate through
that budget year. I guess that is
the only way that the legislative
bodies can keep any semblance
of control – control is the right
word,” Brooks stated.
Brooks and Councilman Bret
Hrbek continued the drive to assert that control at a March 17
council work session, moving toward a Town Resolution on the
matter.
While as usual the EDA has
made a funding request from
both the town and county in its
current budget process, it has reduced the amount of that request
from both bodies by 37 percent
(town) and 27 percent (county).
The EDA plans to use $340,414 of
its own capital – a 24 percent in-

crease in self-funding – to replace
the reduced municipal revenue
it is requesting. The EDA board
debated the message being sent
by reduced municipal dependence early in its budget process
this year. While the EDA board
consensus seemed to be that the
change was a sign of successful
operations, as with beauty, the
message may largely be in the eye
of the beholder:
Of the EDA’s projected 2009
budget of $831,048 (down 3 percent from last year), it is projecting self-funding of $533,264 (plus
24 percent); a county contribution of $229,393 (down 27 percent); and a town contribution of
$68,391 (down 37 percent).
At issue is whether such numbers reflect good work and returns on investments which allow
the EDA to place less tax burden
on the citizens of the municipalities that created it; or a move toward self-autonomy in economic
decision making at a time the
EDA has been increasingly at
odds with one of its funding bodies, the Town of Front Royal.
After raising the issue of the
philosophical implications of increased self-funding in January,
town EDA Board appointee Steve
Sill commented, “This is a return
on investment and that’s great
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“I want to go on the record to say that I want the town to be an integral part as we move forward with the
second year of implementation of the ‘Roadmap’ in an integrated fashion to determine how much oversight
we need or don’t need – can I get a commitment?” – EDA Interim Executive Director Mike South on community planning process
and we need to put that message out.”
However, Sill
acknowledged the move could be
seen as a move toward becoming
an independent entity “which we
are not.”
He added that
it was important the community
understand the EDA was not reducing its commitment to future
economic development by reinvesting more assets into its own
operations.
The added question now appears to be how much of the
EDA’s assets the town and county
would like reinvested economic
development and how much they
would like to apply to other endeavors.
Productive conversations?
Several times during the March
3 work session South tried to
elicit a town commitment to
the SRI International community “Roadmap to the Future” the
town declined to participate in
funding in last year’s first year of
implementation. South said that
with or without SRI’s continued
guidance (at an annual consulting fee of $130,000) in the coming
year, the “Roadmap” vision developed with the town’s initial participation two years ago needed
to continue to its conclusion in
an estimated five years of implementation. That “roadmap” is designed to guide county and town
growth over the next 20 years.
Former EDA Executive Director Paul Carroll had been a huge
part of the effort to bring SRI, the

former Stanford Research Institute, into the community’s planning process. Carroll resigned
suddenly at the end of October.
South immediately resigned his
unpaid EDA board chairmanship
to replace Carroll on an interim
basis. South has carried Carroll’s
commitment to the SRI vision
and roadmap forward.
“I want to go on the record to
say that I want the town to be an
integral part as we move forward
with the second year of implementation of the ‘Roadmap’ in an
integrated fashion to determine
how much oversight we need or
don’t need – can I get a commitment?” South pointedly asked
council and the mayor on March
3.
“I think we do,” Brooks replied.
“We fund the EDA and that’s a
pretty big commitment.”
While Brooks’ answer addressed the town’s annual share of
the municipal EDA funding split,
it appeared to be a pointed rejection of any renewed commitment
to the SRI Roadmap process.
Oversight & division
In arguing for SRI’s continued
involvement as the plan moved
into implementation last year,
South and other proponents
pointed to the degree of oversight authority SRI would bring
to bear on the project. Such oversight was seen as crucial to help
overcome the municipal inertia
created by the oft-evident bickering between municipalities and

Browntown Community Center’s

Annual Indoor
Yard Sale
Friday, March 28 and Saturday, March 29
From 8 am till 2 pm

Over 20 tables of items for sale!
Directions from Front Royal: Take Rt 340 South ½ mile to
left on Browntown Road. Go 8 miles to Browntown. Sale on
left at Browntown Community Center.

Call Jackie at 636-3588 for more info

EDA funding

About 160 acres of the EDA’s vast land empire stretches out behind the economic
development command center in the American Viscose Adminstration Building
at bottom left. Photo by Roger Bianchini, courtesy of CASSAviation.
other stakeholders over growth
issues in recent years.
Council has been reluctant to
submit to outside oversight during a period it seemed to perceive a pro-growth bent among
the other community stakeholders – primarily the Warren
County Board of Supervisors
and the Front Royal-Warren
County Chamber of Commerce.
The “sudden” departure of two
champions of the SRI process,
former EDA and Chamber of
Commerce chief executives Paul
Carroll and Sharon Baroncelli in
the past four months has led to
much speculation on executive
personalities and the behind-thescenes playing of power politics
in the community. Both Carroll
and Baroncelli were often seen
as confrontational with the town
over business and planning issues.
Prior to his departure Carroll
pointed to what he perceived as
the crucial nature of one SRI perception. That perception was that
without a stakeholder consensus
on planning and development issues, the community was likely
to fall into a “divided” stance that
would give outside development
interests and their allies the upper hand over the long haul. SRI
representatives have repeatedly

asserted that part of their vision
is that the community implement
criteria to protect itself from the
type of commercial and residential sprawl experienced particularly in Northern Virginia. Local
citizens’ desire “to maintain the
community’s rural character” is a
driving force in their “Roadmap’s”
vision, SRI planners have stated.
The bottom lines in the current
EDA debate appear to be not only
how much EDA autonomy in the
economic development decisionmaking process is a good thing,
but whether the EDA is poised
to become a political football …
what was that they said Paul, divide and conquer?
But maybe there’s no need to
worry about town-county divisiveness over the EDA. During
discussion at the March 18 Warren County Board of Supervisors meeting the current council
discussion over EDA assets and
processes came up. New North
River Supervisor Glenn White
acknowledged the town’s aggressive movement in the area and
suggested the county hold a work
session on ideas, concepts and
problems surrounding the EDA.
“Do we want to abolish it? Do
we want to reconstruct it?” White
said of some potential courses of
action concerning the EDA.

Interested observers Mike
South and EDA Board Chairman
Patty Wines later declined comment on White’s choice of words
on potential EDA futures.
Postscript
The naming of a non-interim
EDA executive director was
hoped for by the end of March
prior to the scheduled end of the
current SRI contract. However,
with that contract now extended
at no cost through the end of
May due to some organizational
delays, the EDA has some wiggle
room on filling the executive
director’s position prior to a decision on how the second year
of “Roadmap” implementation
will proceed. The position will be
filled from a pool of applicants
believed to include locals Mike
South, Bill Barnett, Jennifer McDonald and Tory Failmezger, as
well as three other candidates,
two of who are believed to be
from out of the area. South, Barnett and McDonald all have past
– and present in South’s case
– ties to the EDA. Failmezger is a
downtown Front Royal property
owner and current county planning commissioner.
rogerb@warrencountyreport.com
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Randy Wray-dio

“If our management has reason to believe he misrepresented the number of people he
was training by even one, that would be grounds for an embezzlement charge,” Yingling
said earlier this year.

Embattled fitness instructor pleas in Frederick County
Wray pleads guilty to reduced charge in Fitness Zone payment dispute
clients earmarked for the gyms
where they were being trained.
Front Royal Fitness Sales Manager Scott Yingling said his gym’s
legal dispute with Wray revolved
around how payments generated
by Wray’s clients were made and
whether the gym was receiving
what it was owed from the arrangement with the trainer. Yingling said Wray’s contract with
the facility required his clients to
pay the gym, which would take
a 30-percent cut and give the 70
percent balance to the trainer.
Yingling said Wray was taking
full payment from his clients and
then giving the gym its cut.
“If our management has reason
to believe he misrepresented the
number of people he was training by even one, that would be
grounds for an embezzlement
charge,” Yingling said earlier this
year.
Can you hear me now?
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
The same day a preliminary
hearing on felony embezzlement
charges in Warren County was
continued to April 30, local fitness instructor and radio health
talk show host Randy Wray
agreed to plea deal on similar
charges in Frederick County.
According to the Frederick
County Circuit Court Clerk’s
Office, on March 12 Wray plead
guilty to a reduced charge of embezzling less than $200 from The
Fitness Zone in Frederick County’s SportsPlex. Sentencing is
scheduled for May 9. According
to the court clerk’s office there is
no agreement on limitations on
that sentence as part of the plea
deal.
Wray faced a potential sentence of one to 20 years in prison
if convicted of felony embezzle-

ment (value over $200). He faces a
maximum sentence of 12 months
in jail, with a minimum of no
time served on the misdemeanor
charge (value under $200).
Wray’s preliminary hearing on
felony embezzlement charges in
Warren County is now scheduled
for April 30th at 2:30 p.m. Wray
had been scheduled for trial on
the Frederick County charge at 9
a.m., March 12, with his preliminary hearing here set to follow at
1:30 p.m.
Wray’s recent legal problems
began last year with two venues
he once trained fitness clients at
before taking his personal training business to new locations. In
January those problems expanded as one of his clients brought
another embezzlement charge
against him. That most recent arrest on Jan. 25th in Front Royal,
is believed to stem from a client’s
challenging of Wray’s certifica-

This ad will reach about 17,000 readers.
It costs about 20 bucks.
Give your business the boost it needs with an ad in
Warren County’s most popular newspaper.
Call Christi at 540-671-6494 • christiboies@mris.com

tion as a fitness instructor. Despite authorities verifying the
complainant on that charge as
an adult, the person is identified
only as “C.F.” on the arrest warrant.
Now under a gag order imposed by Warren County Circuit
Court Judge Dennis L. Hupp,
Wray refused comment on any
of his cases in the wake of recent
developments.
However, prior to that gag order being imposed Wray said he
felt his legal situations generated
from management vendettas at
locations he had left to train elsewhere and the increased notoriety his radio talk show on WZRV,
95.3 FM had brought him.
Wray said he left Frederick’s
Fitness Zone to train at Front
Royal Fitness in February 2007.
He said he left Front Royal Fitness
to train at nearby Gold’s Gym on
Dec. 12. Having been charged
earlier in Frederick County, Wray
was arrested on the first Warren
County charge Dec. 17 – “Do you
see a pattern there?” Wray said
at the time. Wray estimates he
took about 25 clients with him
on his most recent venue move.
The first two charges against him
involve revenue generated by his

Front Royal-based WZRV,
heard throughout the Northern
Shenandoah Valley, began broad-

casting “Fit Talk with Randy
Wray” Sept. 8. Wray claimed the
weekly radio talk show was the
first in the nation to focus solely
on health issues. Among the upcoming guests listed prior to the
show’s suspension in the wake of
Wray’s second local arrest were
TV fitness pioneer Jack LaLanne
and celebrity fitness guru Richard
Simmons.
In the wake of the Jan. 25 arrest,
WZRV Station Manager Mike
O’Dell said the show was being
suspended to allow Wray to concentrate on clearing his name. He
added the show’s status would be
revisited once the cases were resolved.
Following Wray’s December
arrest here, Gold’s Gym General
Manager Casey Cope explained
Wray was not an employee and
unlike the contractual arrangements with the other gyms, the
trainer simply paid the gym a flat
fee for his and clients’ use of the
facility. Gold’s severed its ties to
Wray following the Jan. 25 arrest.

For Rent– High Knob

High Knob house for rent: Approximately 3000 square feet, 3
bedrooms, 2-1/2 baths, 1000 s.f. studio, deck overlooking mountains, central air, 2-car garage. Location not far from High Knob
clubhouse. Peaceful, luxurious living in Warren County, 67 miles
west of D.C. near I-66. $1525 per month, central propane heat
included; pay water and electricity. Rent to buy or purchase options available. Call Roger at 540 635-4835

STOKES MART
Great Selection

Great Prices!
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Corner Main & Water St.
Front Royal, VA
Check Out Our
Monthly Coupon Book!

Mountain Mystic
Trading Company

Sale prices good through
Wednesday March 26, 2008

* Not responsible for printed errors. These sale prices good only with $5.00 total purchase. Advertised items may apply toward the $5.00 minimum.

T.G.I. Friday’s
Quesadilla
Cheese Snack
Chips
3.5 oz bag

99¢

Michigan Made
Apple Pie
Filling
21 oz can

79¢
3 for $1.99
Sauer’s
Green Food
Coloring
1 oz bottle

79¢
3 for $1.99

64 oz
Thermo Mug
$1.59
2 for $2.99

Bedding
Plants
Vegetable or
Floral

$8.87 flat
$1.97 box

Cafe Santa
Clara
Coffee

Ocean Prince
Sardines in
Mustard Sauce

79¢
3 for $1.99

79¢
3 for $1.99

39¢
3 for 99¢

Nestle Toll
House Swirled
White Colored
Morsels

Richfood
Medium
Pitted Olives

French’s
Mustard

Sun Rice
Chocolate
Crisp Bar

10 oz bag

8.8 oz bag

79¢
3 for $1.99

6 oz can

Knox
Unflavored
Gelatin

Seed
Potatoes

99¢

50 lb bag

1 oz box

Am-Chem
Oven
Cleaner
18 oz can

99¢

Kennebec
Red Pontiac
Yukon Gold

$12.99 & up

$3.88

$1.59
2 for $2.99

Onions
Set

Yellow, White or Red

5.6 oz bag

99¢
w/ shade $1.49

Easter Special

Easter Special

Easter Special

1 1/2 Dozen
(30 Count)

Precooked
Country Ham

99¢ 8 pack
$1.89 16 pack

American Home Inspections

99¢ per pound

79¢
3 for $1.99

(assorted colors)

215-B South Street • Front Royal • 635-6318

Open everyday from 10-6, except Sunday from 12-5 and closed on Wednesdays

2/30 oz bottles

79¢
3 for $1.99

Half-Price on all
Easter Candy,
Baskets, Grass,
Plastic Eggs &
Decorations

Offering a wide variety of sterling silver and gemstone jewelry, chimes, rock and mineral specimens, books, cards, journals, relaxing and meditative music, tapestries,
candles, incense, fragrance and essentials oils, stickers, antique jade carvings, and
so many more one of a kind items!

Milk Bone Ginger Jar
Dog Treats
Lamp

Eggs

$2.99

Gibraltar Wooden Oysters
Roses
Water
24 pack
16.9 oz bottle

5.5 oz can

$11.99 pint
$19.99 quart

$2.49

Michael Signore, Inspector

Global
Peanut
Caramel
Bars

The right inspector, right away

Per Pound

package of 12

2 for 99¢

GET READY for Spring with our Great Selection of Bedding Plants • Annuals • Perennials
Hanging Baskets • Onion Sets • Seed Potatoes • Fertilizer • Hardwood, Pine & Cedar
Mulch Pebbles & Buffing Stone • Top Soil • Potting Soil • Manure • Lots More!

¡Why Pay More!

Serving Clients over 30 years

Why Do I Need A Home Inspection?
The purchase and ownership of a home is one of the biggest investments you will make in your lifetime. But it is also among the greatest
sources of anxiety. A home inspection helps ensure home buyers of
the quality of their investment by making them aware of its condition
and alerting them to any concerns. This can serve to relieve stress,
and increase confidence in your investment.

Call me today (540) 592-9090
www.American-Home-Inspections.com
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We the people

“I think they do it like this in small areas at a time so there won’t be a large group of citizens to fight it at once.” – property owner Johnny Roles

Whose tax dollars are paying for whose good?
Commerce Ave. sidewalk improvements raise larger questions

A Performance Transmissions & Auto Care co-owner Maxine Roles stands at the entrance to her and
husband’s business as sidewalk in front of Valley
Health’s new Ambulatory Care facility looms behind.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
The question of the few footing
the bill for the public, or even the
corporate, good has been raised
by property owners impacted by
the town’s desire to expand sidewalks along Commerce Avenue

near the new Valley Health Outpatient Care Center.
While none of the five affected
citizens who spoke against the
cost assessments at a Feb. 25
Front Royal Town Council public
hearing were heard from prior to
council’s second vote – the public
hearing had already been closed

Simply Cedar Log Homes
(local dealer for Katahdin Cedar Log Homes)

As simple as ABC. Affordable – Beautiful - Comfortable
If you’d like more information, contact us @
(540) 636-8400 or simplycedarlogs@aol.com

– their objections remain.
The primary objection is that
the sidewalk offers no direct benefit to the impacted businesses or
property and is being forwarded
as a general public safety measure. The fact the town has decided to add sidewalk to the area
just as Valley Health has paid for
sidewalk, curb and lighting improvements in front of its new
facility is no coincidence, Maxine
Roles believes.
“This is all about Valley Health
– I’m not buying that it is coincidence that they make Valley
Health put all this in and all of
a sudden they’re bringing everyone into compliance and there
is no grandfathering,” Roles said
several days after the financial
assessment against the property
owners was approved.
On Feb. 25, after hearing the
objections raised by the affected
property owners, council’s first
vote of approval was 5-1 with
only Eileen Grady dissenting.
On March 10, Bret Hrbek joined
Grady in her dissention against
the special assessments, which
then passed into law by a 4-2
vote.
As with some other curb and
guttering work within its boundaries, the town is asking the impacted property owners to split
the costs of the work 50-50 – the
allowable state maximum for
such special assessments – with
the town. The town’s estimate
of the total costs of the sidewalk
project is $74,166.
However, in discussing the ordinance on this particular stretch
of town land along a major commercial traffic thoroughfare,
Grady pointed out the sidewalk
was part of “an overall vision”
for the town’s future. That vision includes a connecting walking and/or biking trail running
across town. Considering the
overall community aspect of that
vision Grady said town tax dollars would be a more appropriate
means of funding than assessing
a few nearby property owners for
a major portion of the funding.
The first sentence of the approved ordinance acknowledges,
“Whereas the Town Council of

Valley Health’s Ambulatory Care Center sports a
sharp walking trail - we mean sidewalk - curb and
lighting to help those car-less out-patients keep their
shoes clean.
Front Royal, Virginia, has previously determined that the best
interests of the Citizens of the
said Town would be served by
the installation of sidewalk, curb
and gutter along the east and
west sides of Commerce Avenue
from 2nd Street to John Marshall
Highway …”
In prefacing his opposition to
the assessments, Hrbek said the
town’s right of way acquisition
for the sidewalk from those affected property owners should be
enough of an involuntary assessment against them.
Citing the town’s pending work
on installing sidewalks and other
improvements along John Marshall Highway, Eugene Tewalt
said he felt to deny this assessment would in effect have the
town moving “forward and backward” at the same time on a plan
for town-wide improvements.
In arguing for the assessments
in the wake of the Feb. 25 public
hearing, Stan Brooks pointed out
that many citizens, including the
councilman and former mayor
himself, have been assessed for
such area-specific improvements.
He added that all new commercial and residential structures
were required to pay the entire
cost of such installations. Brooks
also said such assessments and
fees were a way the town was able
to keep its general tax rate lower.
However, in the wake of the
assessment’s passage into law,
Johnny Roles questioned such a
strategy of defacto taxation.
“I think they do it like this in
small areas at a time so there
won’t be a large group of citizens
to fight it at once,” he said. Roles
is co-owner, with his wife, of A
Performance Transmissions &
Auto Care at 190 N. Commerce

Ave. All of the Roles impacted
neighbors spoke against the assessment.
On Feb. 25, Maxine Roles berated council for inflexibility and
the arbitrary nature of its stance
on the assessments. She noted
that during a May 15, 2006 public meeting on the hospital’s expansion plans for the ambulatory care center on Commerce
Avenue there was no indication
from the town such a sidewalk
requirement would be placed on
adjacent property owners. Citing
the presence of new street lamps
along the Valley Health portion
of the Commerce Avenue sidewalk, Roles asked, “What next,
will we all need to provide street
lamps so we can match?”
She also cited an absence of
guarantees or safeguards for impacted property owners from
future flooding issues as have
been experienced elsewhere
where curb and gutter have been
installed by town mandate. In
recent meetings Brooks has acknowledged such unanticipated
consequences of past town sidewalk and curb installations.
On Feb. 25 Roles called a funding system targeting a few taxpayers to pay for a public good
analogous to “extortion.”
Roles also challenged the accuracy of the assessments – in her
case $2,489 – and expenses she
and her husband would be asked
to incur due to earlier improper
work she believes the town’s
contractor performed on A-Performances’ existing driveway entrance.
During the Feb. 25 council
discussion staff admitted to two
mistakes, in the Roles and Crim’s
assessments, and lowered those
figures.
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“Specializing In Your Installation Needs”

Vincent Burke Jr.’s Hardwood Floors
Installation of Hardwood and Laminate Floors
Commercial and Residential
Experienced, Dependable
Vincent Burke, Jr.
Front Royal, VA
Licensed & Insured

FREE ESTIMATES!
Phone: (540) 631-9533
Cell: (540) 671-0431

EXCELLENT SCENIC SPRING & SUMMER RIDES

Front Royal Warren County Airport
Airplane Rides

DAILY

For 20 Minute
Scenic Flights
•
•
•
•
•

Group Discount
Aircraft Rentals
Flight Training
Photo Flights
Glider Club

•
•
•
•
•

$55

Per Person

Tie Down Avail.
Charter Flights
Gift Certificates
New Hangers
New Taxiway

FRR Air Show/
Balloon Festival,
Sept. 12-13-14

INTRO
FLIGHT TRAINING
$99

Cass Aviation
(540) 635-3570

WARREN COUNTY AIRPORT/FRONT ROYAL

CFI
WANTED

The last small (.84 acre) lot available fronting the west side
of route 522/340 in the master planned commercial district
of North Warren County, 1/4 mile north of Country Club Rd.
and the shopping centers anchored by Wal-Mart, Target,
and Lowes. Town water already on site. Build now or rent
out the 3BR, 1BA house and develop later. Listed at $650K,
this property won’t last long.

Call Chris Turner at (540) 305-4958
PARKER'S AUTOMOTIVE & TOWING
IS YOUR CHECK ENGINE LIGHT ON?
STOP BY PARKER'S TO HAVE IT
SCANNED FOR FREE!

322 N. Royal Ave • Front Royal, VA 22630
(540) 635-8020 • fax: (540) 635-7312
www.newlookkitchenandbath.com

· BG COOLANT FLUSH $120.00
· WE WORK ON EUROPEAN, ASIAN,
AND DOMESTIC VEHICLES
INCLUDING RV'S
· WE DO 24 HR. TOWING

We also offer: Tile Work, Hardwood Flooring, Basements,
Outdoor Kitchens, Frameless
Shower Glass Doors

0% interest
0 payments
for 6 months on
purchases thru our
Home Design Plus
credit program

SERVING FRONT ROYAL & WARREN COUNTY FOR OVER 18 YEARS

232 S. ROYAL AVENUE * 636-3278
Northern VA
Kitchen Remodel

Let us turn any area of
your home into a work
of art!

We beat the big-box
retail prices every day!
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Set
Yourself
Free!

No Closing Costs!
This full-color ad will
reach about 17,000 readers.

Pay off your first
mortgage (and second)
and consolidate your debts with a

Front Royal Federal Credit Union

Home Equit
y Loan
Equity
And we’ll pay your closing costs!*
Rates start at 5.75% for a five year term**

Front Royal Federal
Credit Union

113 South St. 230 N. Royal Ave.
Front Royal, Va 22630
540-635-7133
540-635-6036 (fax)
www.frontroyalfcu.org

*Member pays flood determination and appraisal fees.
Loan not based on credit scoring. Qualifications apply.
Contact credit union for details. Rates subject to change
without notice. Equal Housing Lender.
(Flood Determination Fee usually $18; Appraisal fees
usually $275-$300)

**If you borrow $100,000 for 180 months at 6.75%,
your approximate monthly payment would be
$884.91.

Del. Clifford L. “Clay” Athey, Jr.
18th District House of Delegates
Serving Fauquier, Frederick, and Warren County

With an annual contract
billed monthly it costs
less than $30 per issue.
Give your business the
boost it needs with an ad
in Warren County’s most
popular newspaper.
Call Christi at 540-6716494
christiboies@mris.com
For classifieds, call Melissa at 540-635-4542
melissawcr@yahoo.com

REMODELING/HANDYMAN/NEW DECKS/BASEMENT
LICENSED/INSURED/BONDED

SCOTT, 540-660-1877

“I come to you. I do the work. You get the cash.”

i Sell For U online .com
* We specialize in collectibles, antiques,
jewelry, sport & concert tickets, etc.

We will beat ANY
competitors fees.
Please visit i Sell For U online .com or call
me with any questions you may have.
Front Royal • Winchester • Warrenton • Culpeper and more!

540-622-2103 • 571-243-7973
GET MONEY FOR YOUR EXTRA STUFF ON

EBAY!

Second Nature, Inc.
Designed for a Lifestyle.
Built for a Lifetime.

Stacey & I thank you for the opportunity to serve.
If I can be of any help, please contact me at (540) 635-7917,
			
in Richmond at: (804) 698-1018,
			
by E-Mail at: DelCAthey@house.state.va.us,
			
or by mail at:
PO Box 406, Room 510
						
Richmond, VA 23218

Second Nature, Inc. is a custom landscape contractor.
We design and install all types of patios, walks,
walls, steps, plantings and deck, arbors and porches.

Locally Owned & Operated

Locally Owned and Operated for 14 years.
Call us now at -

1-800-283-7115
• Linden, VA
VA
1-800-283-7115 • Warrenton,
www.rootbound.com

(2) SHE 2127/3-08
Fauquier
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“Our problem is we have an older section of town that needs redevelopment but it’s
almost impossible due to costs – it’s too expensive. We have to find a way to [provide]
incentive in the floodplain,” – Stan Brooks

Town Council

Town floodplain hopes going down for the third time
I feel like I’m drowning in a sea of heartbreak, sailing toward …
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Front Royal’s exploration of getting its head out from under the
yoke of federal restrictions on
floodplain development appears
to have gone belly up in the wake
of a March work session.
Some councilmen had expressed
objections about cost restrictions
on potential redevelopment of
some town areas, primarily behind Front Street, west of Happy
Creek on the town’s southside
from floodplain guidelines.
“Our problem is we have an older
section of town that needs redevelopment but it’s almost impossible due to costs – it’s too expensive. We have to find a way to
[provide] incentive in the floodplain,” Stan Brooks commented
at the March 3 work session.
That problems led to the presentation on self-insurance options
should the town decide to pull
out of a federal flood insurance
program under the auspices of
FEMA floodplain guidelines.

The news from local insurance
agent Billy Powers Jr. and Virginia Department of Conservation
Floodplain Engineer David Gunn
delivered on March 3 wasn’t
good.
Powers said that as far as he and
an industry associate could determine, no company was willing to come in and provide base
floodplain insurance. Powers
said that an industry wide check
ranging as far a field as Lloyd’s of
London revealed “no one is willing to come in and insure you.” As
far as he and his industry associate could determine, insurance
companies were only willing to
pick up floodplain liability after
a base $200,000 policy taken out
through the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) taken
out through FEMA, Powers said.
Gunn pointed to the example of
Winchester, which had opted out
of the federal insurance program
about a decade ago. “They didn’t
want to manage development in
the floodplain,” Gunn pointed out.
The result was whether planned

or not, Winchester became ineligible for NFIP coverage.
“It was a disaster, it caused them

couldn’t sell that floodplain property – no one was buying because
the mortgage company wouldn’t

“Could we get river coverage and not Happy Creek?”
– Stan Brooks.
“No,” – state DCR Floodplain Engineer David Gunn

no end of problems,” Gunn said
of Winchester’s plight. What
Winchester found was that they

cover without the base federal insurance. By the time Winchester
realized its mistake it was too

late. Gunn explained that once
out, municipalities can only reapply for the federal flood insurance after a prescribed period.
Winchester is poised to reenter
NFIP this year after a decade on
the outside looking in.
To prevent falling into a similar
predicament, Front Royal, along
with other state municipalities,
have to have their local ordinances and flood maps into compliance with FEMA’s new floodplain
maps by June 3.
Oh, the upside of the discussion
was that according to FEMA’s
new mapping, most floodplains
around Happy Creek actually
got smaller due to more accurate
mapping techniques. Be that as it
may, it apparently didn’t shrink
enough to make the desired residential redevelopment west of
Happy Creek possible.
“Could we get river coverage and
not Happy Creek?” Brooks asked
in a last ditch attempt to resurrect the plan.
“No,” came Gunn’s terse reply.

The News at Noon & The Valley Today
The award winning “News at Noon” • 30 minutes of LOCAL news • Weekdays at 12:05 pm
The award winning “The Valley Today” • 30 minutes of LOCAL interviews • Weekdays at 12:30 pm
· local leaders
· public safety
· round tables

· issues

· business

· health
· philanthropy

· politics

· education
· tourism
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Life

“Are they afraid they’re going to go get their shoes dirty? What about the poor guys out
here in the cold?” – House of Hope tenant Paul Nichols on town priorities

We love you but …

Jurisdiction, double taxing cited in denial of emergency homeless funding

Paul Nichols, left, and Robb Crow exemplify the hope
in their houses’ name. Nichols, quoted in funding
request story elsewhere in this issue, is recovering from back injuries suffered when out of control
box truck struck the vehicle he was traveling in with
House staffer on March 14.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
On March 10 the Front Royal
Town Council talked the talk but
refused to walk the walk – at least
not with $5,000 of public money
– as far as emergency funding for
a local homeless shelter was concerned.
To a member, councilmen lauded House of Hope Director Leslie
Gardner and her efforts to provide the homeless with not only
shelter against the elements, but
also means to work themselves
back into society.
However, save Tom Sayre, all
pointed out that historically the
town was not the governmental
venue to seek economic support
for such endeavors. Yes, the shelter may be located in town but
Social Services is a county, state
or federal funding responsibility,
the council majority agreed.
“I think it is debatable what level of government is responsible,”
Bret Hrbek stated prior to the 5-1
vote to deny the emergency funding request.
“These are truly people in need,”
Sayre retorted in prefacing his
minority support of the request.
Sayre also cited a letter of support for the House of Hope from
former Sheriff Lynn Armentrout.

Several council members noted
that the county oversaw the local social services department
and that to use town tax money
to support such social projects
would in effect be another case
of double taxation of town residents. A council majority agreed
the county, as well as private civic
and religious groups were the
proper local avenues to seek assistance, whether on an annual,
permanent or emergency basis.
While Gardner was philosophical about the denial, one House
of Hope resident in attendance,
Paul Nichols, was more direct in
his reaction. Having listened to
council’s earlier debate in support of funding $74,000 of new
sidewalks along Commerce Avenue for “the public good,” Nichols said, “Are they afraid they’re
going to go get their shoes dirty?
What about the poor guys out
here in the cold?”
Of public funding priorities,
Gardner added, “I guess they feel
compelled to spend monies in areas they feel appeal more toward
public service, but I couldn’t
imagine anything more connected to responsibility and public service … We see the results.
We watch these people achieve
levels that they themselves never
thought they could.”

Gardner said she understood
council’s reasoning and appreciated their verbal support. However, she added she was not trying
to establish a funding precedent.
“I do believe their hearts were
in the statements they made,”
Gardner said of council’s unanimous expression of verbal support. “Unfortunately they don’t
see how desperate the immediate
need is – this was a band aid; it
was a call for help … it wasn’t [a
request] we had anticipated making again.”
Gardner said in the wake of a
denied HUD grant for “purely
procedural reasons” last year
the shelter had fallen into dire
economic straits” after only 13
months of existence. She later
said she had spoken to county
staff about the shelter’s financial plight and was slated for the
March 18 Warren County Board
of Supervisors agenda. Happily
– at least in the short term – the
county supervisors unanimously
approved the $5,000 of emergency funding for the House of Hope
as part of its consent agenda on
March 18.
Ironically perhaps, it appears
$2,700 or more of the emergency
funding will go to the town directly or indirectly through permit fees and associated costs,
utility payments or sales tax revenue. In a listing of how the $5,000
would be spent, Gardner cited a
total of $1,500 to surveying and
special use permit fees to the
town; $1,200 to water, sewer and
heating utilities payments; $2,000
to insure four months of rent
payments; and $300 for over-thecounter medications and other
special needs personal items.
In our court
Prior to the supervisors coming
to the rescue in the short term,
Gardner said she hoped the town
council’s collective expression of
philosophical, personal and spiritual support would have a positive impact on other long-term
funding sources within the community.
“I think the endorsements that
were made by the council people

in their statements was a blessing
… and different groups within
the community will be willing
to open up their hearts [and] in
their community of belief will
transform that into dollar donations.”
“This is a good project but we’re
just a government organization,”
Vice Mayor Tim Darr said. Darr
urged “private, civic, and religious organizations” to step up to
the plate for the House of Hope
in its time of need.
I thought long and hard about
this,” Eugene Tewalt said. “But in
all my years with the town we’ve
never voted for this kind of request … we just don’t have the
funds right now,” Tewalt added of
the tight economic climate.
“It is important to note it is a
good project. But it is up to county Social Services to determine
the need and path of action,” Eileen Grady said.
“I wish you well … I’ll work with
my church to help,” Bret Hrbek
added. “Don’t think we’re saying
no to them, this just isn’t the appropriate level of government.”
During an earlier Feb. 25 work
session, Brooks asked Gardner
how she got into this type of
work.
“I have no idea,” Gardner replied, before elaborating, “I’m a
business developer – actually I
came face to face with a man who
would have frozen to death that
night and he was hungry.”
“So you heard the calling,”
Brooks observed.
With no long-term municipal funding promised from any
source, Gardner must hope some
of council’s spiritual support is
heard throughout the community – after all, $5,000 will go only
so far.
BRAC funding
In a barely related move, council tabled a vote on what has become a traditional annual contribution to the Blue Ridge Arts
Council. This requested $5,000
of town money is required to
acquire a $5,000 matching grant
from the Virginia Commission
of the Arts. The money would be

used in part to fund the weekly
summer Gazebo Gathering musical performances in downtown
Front Royal.
The request was removed from
Consent Agenda for discussion
at Hrbek’s request. Hrbek reiterated his political belief that funding the arts is not a proper function of government at any level.
After it was pointed out that both
the county and public schools
contribute to BRAC as a cultural
benefit to the public good, Hrbek
responded that the request was
yet another example of double
taxation of town residents.
However, in arguing for the
funding, Vice Mayor Darr pointed out BRAC’s Gazebo musical
shows drew people downtown
and therefore gave back to the
town’s economy.
“I think this gives back to all
the citizens of Front Royal,” Darr
said.
Hrbek questioned the consistency of turning down the earlier
House of Hope funding request
and then turning around and approving the same $5,000 amount
for an arts programs.
Council supporters responded
that rather than a charity request
for a limited recipient group, the
BRAC request would fund a general recreational activity for the
entire community … Hope y’all
don’t get your shoes dirty on the
way down to those Gazebo Gatherings this year – that is if BRAC
gets the money to put them on.
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Politics

Ouakil comes up short in electoral drive
What to do, what to do as spring campaign season approaches
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

When we last left Front Royal Town Council hopeful Mimi Ouakil she was tottering
on the brink of eligibility for the May ballot. Alas, shortly after publication Ouakil found
out she had come up short of the required 125 signatures. We asked the proprietress of
Debbie’s Ivy Garden, FR-WC Chamber of Commerce Executive Board Vice Chair and
FR-WC EDA Board member what she might possibly do with all the coming dead time
she would have devoted to political campaigning this spring – could there be a write-in
campaign – and what the heck happened with those signatures??
“The thought of a write-in campaign does still draw my attention and tempt me. However, I think I can be utilized with the EDA, Chamber and my downtown business activities to still make a very valid difference,” Ouakil says. “Honestly, I really wanted to be on
town council, to run and get elected. I think I bring a lot of experience, background and
concerns to the table. I also have the dual perspective of having been a local, a quasinewcomer, and having moved away for 12 years before returning in 2004.
“However, I had made a previous commitment to both the Chamber and EDA and with
both of those organizations going through change processes, I felt that what I should do
is honor my initial commitment to those groups and provide my skills to helping shape
and reshape those entities.
“My qualified signatures amounted to 109,” Ouakil said of her short count. “Take into
consideration that during my planned 3-week focus on attaining signatures and support,
I came down with the flu, as did my son. So my time to get signatures was definitely curtailed. I turned in what I had and it was around 135 signatures.
“In addition, it was during that down time that I also took a look at my priorities and
responsibilities and realized what I want to do and what I should or need to do may not
always be the same. I’m very excited about being Chairman of the Chamber next year

and already have begun plans for membership drives, special events, and many programs to support and promote our businesses and the community.”
So much for that dead time, Mimi.

Interesting And exceptional individuals
Robert Allen Graczyk
Tebanor Pockra Alldor
By Jim Smithlin
Warren County Report
Robert Allen Graczyk, better known by his Indian name Tebanor, was born in Old Rag Mountain Madison county August 6, 1958.
Tebanor spent two years there
and was then adopted
by a family in
Arlington.
They
raised
him until he
was six years
old and then sent
him to a reservation in Idaho where
he stayed until he
was nineteen.
It was a hard life being on the reservation.
Everybody was very
poor and he worked in
the fields raising potatoes
and horses.
At nineteen he returned to his foster parents in

Arlington and then on to Madison county.
Tebanor arrived in Front Royal in 1994 after
twelve years in Texas.
He is exceptional because he helps so many
people in need. He is a Christian who tries to
practice what he preaches.
Tebanor presently works on a 2500 acre farm
in
Berryville taking care of about 2000
beef cattle. It is hard work and
he is not a spring chicken at
49, but he perseveres. Tebanor also strums the guitar and he has written over
3000 songs mostly gospel
and country. He is also a
distant friend of Randy
Travis.
Tebanor has a beautiful tenor voice. He
has had a hard life,
but doesn’t complain. He stays very
grateful and is always
there to help people.
If you know of an interesting or exceptional individual you who would like to be recognized please contact Jim Smithlin at bluevalley@comcast.net

Lawyers serving
injured persons
involved in:
• Automobile accidents
• Tractor-trailer
accidents
• Wrongful death cases
• Workers’
compensation
losses
Carl N. Lauer

Managing Attorney

636-3030

1-800-698-4907
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Briefs
Front Royal/ Warren County Wayfinding Signs Project
From a release:
In a joint cooperative effort, the Town & County
Staff are pleased to announce and introduce the
Warren County/Front Royal Wayfinding Sign
Project. These prototype signs will be available
for public viewing at the March 18th Board of Supervisors meeting, and at the March 24th Town
Council meeting. The Wayfinding signs will be
used to orient visitors and citizens alike and to
promote and enhance our community through
a coordinated directional system of identifiable
signage. The prototype is the product of several
months of research, planning, and fine-tuning on
the part of many stakeholders and has been a collaborative effort between both Town and County
planning staffs.
We would like to thank all of the parties who
contributed their feedback during the developmental process of the new signs and hope the signs
will be a source of pride for our community.
Town Council meetings are held every 2nd and
4th Monday at 7:00 PM and Board of Supervisor
meetings are held every 1st and 3rd Tuesday at
7:00PM of each month in the Board room of the
Warren County Government Center located at
220 N. Commerce Avenue.
For further information about the Wayfinding
signs project, please contact Steve Tugwell in the
Town of Front Royal Planning and Zoning office
at 635-3732 or via e-mail stugwell@frontroyalva.
com or Matt Wendling in the Warren County
Planning and Zoning office at 636-3354 or via email at mwendling@warrencountyva.net

Behavioral
Center arrest
From a release:

March 12, 2008

While the town and county may not always be on the same page, they will
be artistically together on some very
attractive Wayfaring Signs.

On January 27, 2008 the Warren County Sheriff ’s Office received
a complaint from the Shenandoah Valley Behavioral Center of allegations from residents of sexual misconduct by a member of the
staff at the facility.
The case investigation resulted in the arrest of James Anthony
Brown, age 24, formerly of 219 Cloud Street, Front Royal, charged
with one felony count of carnal knowledge of a child 13 or 14 years
of age without force (VA Code 18.2-63). Mr. Brown posted a $2,000
secured bond.

Dinner & Fashion Show
From a release:

In case your wandering around town
in a daze of confusion these days, the
town-county Wayfaring Signs are beginning to sprout up to help re-orient
you.

March is red
cross month
From a release:

Warren County, VA March 7, 2008--The FR/WC American Red Cross announces
that March is National American Red Cross Month. The local group of Red Cross
volunteers thanks the community for their continued generosity. The FR/WC ARC
reports a busy 2007 with many lives touched by Red Cross services.
Helped 43 people who were victims of home fires
Trained 46 people in lifesaving skills ranging from CPR/First Aid to Disaster Response in addition to dozens trained through workplace Red Cross CPR courses.
Completed 93 trips to transport people to medical appointments
Held an average of 3 local blood drives per month
Provided assistance to local military families
	 “When you take a step back and look at the numbers of how many people were
helped, and in so many different ways, it really is quite something,” said Beth Medved
Waller, FR/WC American Red Cross Chair. “But even more special is the fact that the
only reason that we can do this work is because of the generosity of our donors and

The Warren County Council on Domestic Violence will hold
it’s Second Annual Dinner and Fashion Show on Friday, April 11,
2008.
The Event will be held at the North Warren Fire Hall at 6:00 pm.
Tickets are $35 each and include dinner by Bluefield Catering and
the Fashion Show with Fashion from A Second Chance, Cato, Peebles, and Tres Bella. T
The Fire Hall is located on 522 North past Front Royal.
For more information please contact Rita Biggs at 540-635-9194

volunteers. Their support and compassion, enabling us to help our neighbors in need
throughout the year, is simply magnificent. I can’t put into words how thankful we
are.”
Upcoming events:
Gold’s Gym Blood Drive March 21, 2008 from 2pm-7pm (Royal Plaza Shopping Center)
Riverton United Methodist Church Community Blood Drive March 25, 2008 from
2pm to 7pm (Strasburg Road)
Elizabeth B. Sherman Memorial Blood Drive April 24, 2008 from 12pm-6pm (Front
Royal United Methodist Church, Main Street)
6th Annual Shrimp, Oyster & BBQ Fest April 26, 2008 4pm-8pm (Grounds of Ivy
Lodge on Chester St)
The Shrimp and Oyster Fest is the organization’s primary fundraiser each year but
finding sponsors and silent auction donors this year has been challenging. Sponsorship levels range from silent auction donations, $500 table sponsors and $1,000-$1,500
event sponsors. The $50 per ticket event and silent auction will begin at 4 p.m. and
wrap up around 8 p.m. Catered by The Apple House, dinner is all you can eat, including
steamed and grilled shrimp, raw and fried oysters, BBQ, grilled vegetables and dessert
that you can enjoy with a cold beer, glass of wine, or a delicious non-alcoholic tropical
punch. Please consider sponsoring the event or bringing your family and friends to
enjoy the evening! Tickets and information about the event and the local Red Cross is
available by calling the office at 540-635-2333 or Beth Waller directly at 540-671-6145.
Nationwide, volunteers make up 97 percent of the Red Cross workforce. Please help
celebrate National Red Cross Month by becoming involved in your local organization!
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Life

Final Words
By Kevin S. Engle
Warren County Report

I’m happy to say I changed jobs recently. That’s right.
Based on the overwhelming response I received in regard
to my article on engagement and wedding announcements, I’m now writing them full time. As soon as the
paper was published, I received three phone calls asking me to write personalized announcements. I take that
back. One of those calls was a wrong number. Oh yeah,
another was from the police. Anyway, the requests have
been pouring in. I’ve decided though that I need to diversify. Protect myself in case the marriage market slows
down. So, if you or someone you know is in the market
for a personalized obituary, I’m your guy.
My father-in-law passed away two weeks ago and that
gave me the opportunity to write my first one. Because
it was family, I cut my mother-in-law a break and only
charged her half price. Now that I think of it, she never
thanked me. Hmm.

Anyway, here’s a sample of what I can do. I’m sure
you’ll be as impressed as my family was.
Bill Donaldson, born 79 years ago, died recently. He
was a great guy, especially after a few martinis. Bill was
married 17 years to Irene, 15 more than he was to Liza,
his first wife. And 10 more than to Rachel, his second.
There may have been another one in there somewhere,
but the family isn’t talking. Bill had five kids. Five that
we know of anyway. Bill, Jr. and Bill, III, Billi and Bobbi,
the twins, and finally, the surprise baby, Bill IV. There
are also numerous grandkids, but Bill didn’t like most of
them as he always said they only cared about his money.
They’ll all be surprised to find out there wasn’t much.
Bill retired at 55 from Boeing where he was an aerospace engineer, although the rumor mill said he was
asked to leave because of poor performance. He hated
that job, especially the people he worked with. He also
spent time at Lockheed Martin and Raytheon, as well as
a year in jail for writing bad checks.
When he wasn’t chasing women or burping loudly, Bill
liked nothing better than golfing with his buddies, especially when they paid. His friends enjoyed his company,
especially since they could all beat him, even though he
cheated like crazy.

JANE BOLEYN
The True Story of the Infamous Lady Rochford
AUTHOR: JULIA FOX
A fair young maiden in the blush of glorious anticipation,
Venturing into a world of opulence, intrigue, excitement.
Only to discover a maniacal throne, and hence the withdrawal of her elation,
Followed by disgrace, dissolution and unrelenting discontent.
Thus was the fate of Jane Boleyn. A woman with courage and intellectual prowess but, alas,
a victim of an aristocratic but depraved world. In this premiere publication by Julia Fox, Jane
Boleyn’s true history is well documented, dispelling certain untruths. This brilliant, thoroughly researched account of this historical era reveals the full tragedy of her life.
In this book, Julia Fox allows you to envisage the court of Henry VIII so realistically that
you almost feel transported to that place in time. The celebrations, the extravagances, the
pageantry as well as the constant presence of danger and intrigue permeate the pages. One
learns early on that to be an integral part of this atmosphere became imperative for Jane
Boleyn. After all, she had grown up at court and it was a lifestyle to which she had become
accustomed….even when the stakes were very high, indeed.   This biography is compelling
because it vividly describes what Jane had to endure (and the missteps she made) to maintain
her status as a ‘lady in waiting’; it outlines how Jane (after being widowed) cleverly negotiated a deal that would eventually allow her to live in relative comfort if, in fact, her days at
court should end; it explores the torment she suffered when she realized that all was for
naught. Finally, it declares that the lies, misjudgments and rumors were to prevail and Jane
would be left without recourse.    
Julia Fox maintains your attention and excitement throughout this book. Even though one
may feel overwhelmed by the numerous character references initially, once involved, distinguishing them becomes almost unimportant. Aside from this, the way in which you might
have viewed this time in history could be forever changed by this vivid account of a society in
which the slightest hint of impropriety could be your last.                     
(Review by Sheila Lamonzs; Front Royal Women’s Resource Center and Royal Oak Bookshop
donate books to Samuels Public Library that are by or about women. The complete list of 86
books placed in the Library since 2000 is available at the Bookshop or Library, and at www.
frwrc.org. JANE BOLEYN was a recent donation.)

Bill was a member of the local Catholic Church. His
faith was very important to him and he attended service
no less than four times a year.
He grew up on a dairy farm in Wisconsin but left as
quickly as he could because the hard work didn’t agree
with him. He attended Ohio State , earning his degree
in record time. Eleven years. To this day, no one can say
how he managed to get through it since he failed most of
his classes. In fact, everyone was surprised he even got
into college.
Bill’s family has asked that all memorial donations be
made to Boulder Lake Public Golf Course. Boulder Lake
is raising funds for their capital campaign, aimed primarily at building new bathrooms. Since Bill was full of it
himself, this is perfect. If you’d like to pay your last respects, you can do so at the course, where he’s buried
under the sand trap on #15, his favorite.
I just had a thought. I’ll bet I could make a killing writing baby announcements. Gotta go, there’s the phone
again. It’s good to be in demand.
In between wedding announcements and obituaries, the
author is thinking of fulfilling one of his lifelong ambitions,
caring for people’s pet snakes while they’re on vacation.
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General Assembly

Report from Richmond
Delegate Clay Athey, R-18th Legislative District
Greetings from your Delegate
to the Virginia General Assembly. At approximately 11:30 p.m.
on March 13, 2008, the 2008 Regular Session of the Virginia
General Assembly was
finally adjourned. The
Biennial Budget for
the Commonwealth of
Virginia from July 1,
2008 to June 30, 2010
was adopted just prior
to adjournment.
With an overall
spending
increase
lower than
the rate of
population
growth and
inflation, in
my opinion,
Vi r g i n i a’s
2008-2010
Budget is
fiscally responsible, structurally
balanced and limited to the core
services of government. This Biennial Budget is one of the leanest, most fiscally conservative in
modern times, and of great importance to taxpayers, the 20082010 Budget does not raise taxes.
This years Budget actually slows
the growth of overall spending by
reducing expenditures in some
instances and by eliminating
underperforming
government
programs. For example, the following under performing government programs were eliminated
in this Budget.

•
•
ists
•

Hard-to-Staff Schools
Turn-Around SpecialLeadership
Development Grants
•
Career
Switcher Mentor Program
•
Education for a Lifetime
Program
In

addition,
although
Governor
Kaine
wanted
to make
a maxim u m
w i t h drawal of
$423
million
from the States’ Rainy Day Fund,
the final budget agreement limited the withdrawal from the
States’ Rainy Day Fund to $296
million giving us additional available funding from the Rainy Day
Fund should the recession deepen next year.
The Biennial Budget also incurs
less debt than either the Governor’s introduced budget or the
budget approved by the Senate,
although Governor Kaine wanted
approximately $2.3 billion in taxsupported debt, the final budget
agreement includes only $478
million in debt obligations, which

This ad will reach about 17,000 readers.
It costs about 40 bucks.
Give your business the boost it needs with an ad in
Warren County’s most popular newspaper.
Call Christi at 540-671-6494 • christiboies@mris.com
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Home and Away

Q:

A:

PTSD Also Affects
Physical Health
Here’s another reason for new veterans to get checked for post-traumatic
stress disorder and get treated if it’s
diagnosed: Your future physical
health could be at seriously at risk.
In 1997, Dr. Joseph Boscarino took
the data from a study, done by the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, of 1,399 Vietnam-era Army
veterans. The study, done approximately 17 years after combat,
revealed that 30 percent of them were
diagnosed with PTSD.
Boscarino, himself a Vietnam veteran, carried the study many steps forward and concluded that there is a
mind-body connection with PTSD.
Serious physical illnesses, such as
disorders of the digestive, respiratory
and musculoskeletal systems, as well
as heart disease and infections, can
result years later from untreated
PTSD.
The hope was that by showing the
mind-body connection, more attention would be paid to veteran stress
issues to help eliminate serious physical illness down the road.
Fast forward:
Boscarino has authored a new study,
this time with 4,462 Vietnam-era veterans, now 30 years post-service, of
whom 2,490 had seen combat.
The results expand on what was
known 10 years ago: Stress sets off
chronic biological abnormalities in
the body, and having PTSD has longterm physical health implications.
Key is Boscarino’s belief that therapy after a traumatic event should happen very soon to avoid physical health
problems later, and that health should
be monitored. This can have a major
impact on the current crop of veterans
who are struggling with the VA medical system. Along with immediate
therapy after traumatic events, doctors
need to be asking stress-related questions of returning veterans, as well as
doing more extensive medical tests.
Write to Freddy Groves in care of
King Features Weekly Service, P.O.
Box 536475, Orlando, FL 328536475, or send e-mail to columnreply@gmail.com.
© 2008 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Own a Piece of History
Apartment for Rent
JUST RENOVATED!
12/12/07
• Central AC
• No pets allowed
• Laundry, parking, rental office on
limits apply
site
• One year lease
• Security deposit = one month’s rent • Walking distance to FRAT bus
stop, town playground, hospital
• 2 Bedrooms/1 Bath
and library
• 800 square feet

• $600.00 per month plus utilities
• Minimum and maximum income

Wonderfully Restored 1700’s Victorian Style Farm House.
This Home offers 4 Bedrooms and 3 Baths. Interior features 4 Working Fireplaces & Exposed Beams thru out. Exterior features a Stream, Barn/Stables,
Corn Crib, Estate Fencing, Views and More. Offered at $639,900
For your Personal Tour or more Information on this Great Home...

Call Christi Boies 540 671-6494

Mountain Oak Apartments (formerly Fairfield Apartments) are located at 343363 Kendrick Lane in Front Royal.
Contact person: Paul Clark, property manager, or paulc@rpjhousing.org

NOW OPEN
Over 80 ITEM Chinese Buffet!

Szechuan, Hunan and Cantonese Style Chinese Foods

10% OFF
Dine-in Only With This Coupon at Tops China Buffet, Front Royal, VA
(expires 4/3/2008)

CARRY OUT BUFFET

Lunch $5.95 • Dinner $7.95 (per box)

Phone 540-635-2288

Dinner
Lunch

$9.99
$6.25

*Seniors 10% Off*

Plenty of room
for meetings and
parties!

TOPS CHINA BUFFET
Next to K-Mart in Front Royal • Sun - Thu 10:30am - 9:30pm • Fri & Sat 10:30am - 10:30pm
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Life
Haz Mat Bath Mat: Adventures in stable bathroom footing
By Leslie Fiddler
Warren County Report
The other week I bought an
electric blue bath mat, its wavy
fronds reminiscent of a surreal
sea anemone bed. During its
inaugural use our son called
me into the bathroom to witness the mat’s acrid off gassing.
“Like the dead mouse that was
in Ryan’s wall” he declared. Later I changed his pillowcase because the smell had transferred
from his hair to the fabric.
My husband wondered if
the mat had been sprayed
with something to stop bacterial growth. My imagination
went nuts. DDT? I wondered.
A chemical banned in North
America but still used in China? The bath mat is very flexible hmmm could it be leaded?
Or maybe...gasp...it’s an endocrine disruptor. Could it affect
my son’s testosterone levels?
Shorten his life span? Maim his
children?
The next day, unsolicited,
my husband bought another
bath mat. This mat, also made
in China, advertised fire retardant, anti-mildew treatments
and 272 suction cups. I didn’t
feel much better. How could
I verify its safety? Trust the
manufacturer? Call a federal
inspector? Worry, worry, worry.
My critical thinking skills
engaged. Why does a bath mat
need fireproofing? The fire retardant in pajamas is toxic so
why should the bath mat’s fire
retardant be safe? Are antimildew treatments chemically
stable?
Maybe “Consumer Reports”
has a bath mat issue. After all
“Sports Illustrated” has a bathing suit issue! Hey. What about
a Rubbermaid bath mat? Surely
one could trust a local Made in
the U.S.A. product. But where
could I find one? Was I going
to spend a day comparison
shopping for bath mats? Nope.
We’ll keep bath mat #2. At least
it doesn’t smell.
But now how can I responsibly trash the tainted sea anemone bed? It’ll never rot. Should
I wait for the hazardous waste
collection? Nah. I’ll leave it
outside for a while ...

Local
artist
becomes
official
‘Daily
Painter’

Kelly Walker is a Day Tripper, we mean Day Painter. Some of her day paintings are on display in her
shop, Delilah’s, directly across the street, ironically(?), from the chamber of commerce.
From a release
One of the art world’s most exciting new
movements is connecting would-be collectors with affordable art. And a local artist has
become part of that movement. Kelly Walker, a Front Royal artist, was recently accepted
to a daily painter website as she continues to
produce a painting every day.
Daily Painting is a movement that started
in early 2006, attributed to Richmond, VA,
artist Duane Keiser, who set a goal to paint
every day for a year. He received much publicity and as a result many other artists emerged
who were doing the same thing. They started
posting their art for sale on a variety of websites.
Kelly Walker, former President of the
Front Royal-Warren County Chamber of

Commerce and local business woman, began painting full-time last year, and has been
daily painting for some time but has just
joined the movement by blogging her progress on her website, www.doubledogdesigns.
com Because of her daily painting progress
she was recently invited to join a daily painters website - www.dailyartpainters.com .
Daily Painters are a group of contemporary artists who paint every day and sell their
work directly to the consumer for reasonable
prices (averaging $100) eliminating the art
dealer and galleries and allowing many people to collect art that may not have been able
to afford it before. This new format doesn’t
make an artist rich but it does allow them to
make a living as an artist. “And that is what
many of us are looking for...a way to make
a living doing what we love to do-painting”,

Walker said of the movement.
Consumers can decorate their home with
original artwork without spending thousands of dollars. Walker explained that rather than buying from an impersonal gallery
or mass-market dealer, visitors to www.dailyartpainters.com can read about the artist
or visit their blogs, look at daily output and
make personal connections with the painters
whose affordable works will soon grace their
walls.
“The quality of the art on the site is very exciting,” says Walker, who has created over 60
paintings since January 1, 2008. “With prices
starting under $100, buying original artwork
for the home has never been easier.”
Walker’s progress in her painting a day
quest can be followed on her website or at
www.doubledogdesigns.blogspot.com

Construction Consulting

Call now for a free consultation
540-636-1804
We also perform:
Excavating
Grading
Gravel hauling
Drain Fields
Misc. Backhoe/Bobcat needs

Home construction is one of the most expensive projects
most of us will undertake in our lifetime. Most people
lose tens of thousands of dollars during the construction
or renovation of their home. WHY? Because they don’t
understand the many facets of the construction process
and incorrectly expect and hope that everyone involved
will do their job and do what’s best for the homeowner.

• Develop or review construction schedule
• Ensure sequence of construction is accurate
• Plan and Specification Review – evaluate
design, determine constructability, value
engineering
• Select design Professionals and
Contractors
• Control budgets and schedules
• Assess facility condition

Cline Construction, Inc. is also a full service Contractor. We can turnkey your project and leave you worry free.
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THE
APPLE HOUSE OF LINDEN

437-A South Royal Avenue
Front Royal, VA 22630

540-635-9808

						

www.samsneadrealty.com • Fax: 540-635-7128 • Toll Free: 800-292-3548

SKYLINE
CAVERNS

This full-color ad will
reach about 17,000 readers.

One of Front Royal’s TOP TOURIST
ATTRACTIONS is for sale. Multiple
income producer. Tours, souvenirs,
mini train ride and mirror maze. All on
45 commercial acres in 4 tracts with
other possibilities. Property shown
by appointment only. Financials
available. Qualified investors only.
MLS#WR6620369

SINCE 1963

With an annual contract
billed monthly it costs
less than $40 per issue.
Give your business the
boost it needs with an ad
in Warren County’s most
popular newspaper.

$3,990,000

Call Christi at 540-6716494
christiboies@mris.com
For classifieds, call Melissa at 540-635-4542
melissawcr@yahoo.com

Buffet Every Friday Night!
New Vera Bradley Merchandise Has Arrived! • Company
& Private Party Catering • Great Shopping • Gifts • Wines •
Famous Donuts Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner • BBQ Banquet
Room
EXIT 13 OFF I-66
540-636-6329 • 7 Days a Week
APPLEHOUSECATERING@HOTMAIL.COM

Irina’s Boutique
Looking for something different? Stop by!

Irina Bosworth, Owner

20% OFF • PARTY DRESSES
Women’s, Men’s, and Children’s Clothing
Miscellaneous Giftware & Collectible Items
Special Authentic Russian Items
Open Mon. – Sat. 10:30-5 • Closed Sundays

118 A East Main Street in Front Royal

(540) 222-3592

SHOP RATES

DIRECT BILLING

INSURANCE REPLACEMENTS
Full Line of Rental
Cars and Trucks

OPEN 7 DAYS
A WEEK!

540-636-2090
348A COMMERCE AVE
FRONT ROYAL, VA
FAST FREE PICKUP, JUST A PHONE CALL AWAY!

CASH OR CREDIT CARD

VAN RENTALS MOVING TRUCKS
SERVING WARREN, SHENANDOAH,
PAGE AND FREDERICK COUNTIES
WINCHESTER LOCATION: 540-667-8304

MOVING TRUCKS

15 PASSENGER VANS
· SHUTTLE BUSES
· CARGO VANS
· MINIVANS
New Winchester location: 110-7 Featherbed Ln

SUPPLIES

BOXES

LOCAL/ONE-WAY
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Driver charged in multiple vehicle accident
Truck’s abrupt lane change near I-66 entrance nets four hit vehicles
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

Having just heard of the death of landmark science thinker, inventor, philosopher and science
fiction author Arthur C. Clarke, I wandered aimlessly, missing the “Fountains of Paradise” and a
“Rendevous with Rama” all within the same smalltown block at the edge of “Imperial Earth.” With
my craft beeping imminent loss of its fuel source
I hurried into an international space fueling station. As illustrated on the fuel pump above, my
high-speed perfect pump came up one cent over
at “20.01” - I swear I did not set this up. “Childhood’s End” truly must be looming for us all.

WHAT A SWEET DEAL

Custom built home under construction, 4BR/3BA, great room
w/floor-to-ceiling stone fireplace, upgraded kitchen, hickory
hardwood floors, ENERGY STAR RATED LOW E GLASS. Over
3600 sq.ft. on a 5+acre level lot with views $459,900. Adjoining
lot available. Call for more details!!

Betty West

Toll Free: 866-864-8798
“Custom Built Homes”
Cell: 540-539-9378

The driver of a “Penske” box
truck that struck four vehicles
just north of Front Royal on Friday, March 14, has been charged
with reckless driving.
According to investigating Virginia State Trooper P. Smit, Nathaniel White, 63, the box-truck
driver, clipped a 2007 Volvo Food
Lion tractor-trailer as he attempted to move from the left to right
lane on U.S. 340 North approaching the entrance to Interstate 66.
White told the state trooper he
didn’t see the truck as he began
his lane change.
After striking the front of the tractor-trailer a glancing blow, White
lost control and proceeded to hit
three more vehicles stopped near
the signaled interchange. Two occupants of the second struck vehicle, a 2006 white Ford Explorer,
were the only reported injuries at
the scene. The driver of that vehicle, Christopher Shane Heater,

and his passenger Paul Nichols were transported to Warren
Memorial Hospital. Nichols was
later transferred to Winchester
Medial Center. After striking the
first Ford Explorer, White’s truck
hit a 2002 red Ford Explorer and
a 2006 Nissan Xterra. White is
from out of the area.
According to Warren County Fire
and Rescue Chief Richard Mabie,
White’s truck dumped about 50

gallons of fuel on the roadway as
a result of the accident. Responding to the scene were units from
Front Royal Company One, Rivermont Company Two, Linden
Company Four and North Warren Company 10. Warren units
neutralized the fuel spill which
was later removed by the trucking company.

Above, A late afternoon brush fire off Ridgebrook
Lane near Bentonville-Browntown Road on the afternoon of Saturday, March 15, was caused by embers
from what began as a private controlled burn, according to Warren County Fire and Rescue Department
personnel. The fire occurred between 4 and 5 p.m. It
took about 15 minutes to be brought under control
and burned a half to three-quarters of an acre. Units
from Front Royal Company One, Rivermont Company
Two, Linden Company Four and Shenandoah Shores
Company Five responded to the scene. At left, a cow
across the street stopped eating for a very brief moment during all the comotion.
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Opinion

Letters
Sloooooow speeds in town

Editor:
Has anybody noticed the speed
limits in and around Front Royal
have been dropping like the stock
market and just as welcome as
current gas prices. I have yet to
find anybody that agrees with
these pathetically slow speeds
and most believe them to be
nothing more than a source of
revenue, just like the recently
dropped abuser fees.
It now takes 5 to 8 minutes
longer each way through town.
This may not sound like much,
but add it up over a week and
then a year and look at how much
time is being wasted. In addition
to lost time, think of the wasted
fuel, higher emissions, stress, and
wear and tear on our vehicles.
I urge everyone to call the town
manager Michael Graham at
(540) 635-8007. If we all get together and complain, and complain often, maybe we can fix this
problem just like the ridiculous
abuser fees.
I would like help starting a petition drive, so please call.
Alan Stull
1197 Liberty Hall Road
Front Royal , VA 22630
(540) 635-9971
GOP in harmony
Editor:

—8—

My wife and I attended the recent Warren County Republican
Committee election of delegates
and officers of the Party. Seeing
no news reporters there I thought
some sort of a commentary was
in order.
It was a magnificent demonstration of unity and orderliness.
New participants were welcomed
and elected convention delegates;
although some local committee
offices were contested the defeated and elected closed ranks afterward in harmony and purpose.
I am so glad for the civilized
way things went because this was
the first political meeting my wife
ever attended! I’ve been to a few
hundred similar meetings myself
but I can tell you this was the best

ever.
In the past several months the
Warren County party has been
made a laughing stock by the
political malpractice stories that
glared from the newspaper pages, the true stories and the not so
true. The example of this public
meeting should put an end to the
rumors about the demise of the
party. It’s alive, it’s ready, and it’s
back on track. I’m happy and I’ll
bet John McCain is happy too.
Joe E. Swiger
119 Gloucester Road
Front Royal, VA 22630
[Letters to the editor are encouraged. Please send them via e-mail
to editor@warrencountyreport.
com. Letters must include the
senders daytime phone number
and address.]
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Feeding the Family
by Leslie Fiddler

Great Pea Soup

This soup is a tasty, nutritious
and economical meal for days
when the wind doth blow and
the larder awaits the replenishment of spring.

The recipe is from Cynthia Lair’s “Feeding the
Whole Family: Whole Foods Recipes for Babies,
Young Children and Their Parents”, 1997, Moon
Smile Press, Seattle, 279 pp. Lair has also authored
(with Scott Murdoch) “Feeding the Young Athlete: Sports Nutrition Made Easy for Players and
Parents”, 2002, Moon Smile Press, Seattle, 106 pp.
Both books are excellent sources of nutritional information and contain many family pleasing recipes.
Split Pea Soup with Fresh Peas and Potatoes
2 t olive oil
1 onion, chopped
1 stalk celery, chopped
1 carrot, chopped
2 small red potatoes, cubed
1 t cumin
black pepper
1 c green split peas
4 c water or stock
1 bay leaf
1/2 c peas (frozen are fine)
1 t salt
1 T fresh dill or 1 t dried

cooking a few minutes until the peas
are tender. Serves 4
Speed it up: soak
the split peas overnight and adjust
the liquid accordingly; then reduce
cooking time by 30
minutes. Or use a
pressure cooker.

Heat the olive oil in a large pot or pressure cooker.
Add chopped onion and saute until it begins to
soften. Add celery, carrot, potatoes, cumin and a
couple of grinds of pepper. Saute 5-7 more minutes. Add split peas, water and bay leaf. SImmer
for 1 1/2 hours (or pressure cook for 40 minutes).
Add fresh peas, salt and fresh dill; stir. Continue

Getting exercise can be a real
challenge with today’s lifestyles
and understanding all the components to physical fitness can
be misleading. So the Page and
Warren Office’s of Virginia Cooperative Extension are offering
a hands on event to help you
create an exercise program that
works for you and gain the understanding of how your body
works when exercised.
Lets Get Moving; Physical Activity For Your Health will meet
on:
April 15th – Page County
Extension Office 2-3:30 OR 78:30P.M.
April 17th – Warren County
Government Building, Commu-

nity Meeting Room 2-3:30 OR
7-8:30P.M.
Participants can choose which
location and session time to attend.
A hands on lesson about the
components to physical fitness
and how your body works when
exercised will be covered. Then
how to create an exercise plan
that fits your lifestyle will also
be shared by Brittany Wilkins
- Food Nutrition, and Health
Extension Agent. Class participants will leave with the knowledge of body movement and
motivation to keep up with their
exercise programs. This will be
accomplished by learning all
that physical fitness entails. Participants will be encouraged by
what they have learned and will

From a release:

Front Royal has been named
a Tree City USA community by
the Arbor Day Foundation to
honor its commitment to community forestry. It is the ninth
year Front Royal has received
this national recognition.
Front Royal is also the recipient of a Tree City USA Growth
Award for demonstrating progress in its community forestry
program in the following activity areas:
Partnerships			
Planning/Management
Utility Partnerships		
Standards/Specifications
Wildlife habitat
The
prestigious
Growth
Award recognizes environmental improvement and higher levels of tree care in Tree City USA
communities.
The Tree City USA program
is sponsored by the Arbor Day

Foundation in cooperation with
the National Association of
State Foresters and the USDA
Forest Service.
Front Royal has met the four
standards to become a Tree City
USA community: a tree board
or department, a tree care ordinance, a comprehensive community forestry program, and
an Arbor Day observance.
“Trees in our cities and towns
help clean the air, conserve soil
and water, moderate temperature and bring nature into our
daily lives,” said John Rosenow,
Chief Executive of the Arbor
Day Foundation. “Tree City
USA designation recognizes the
work of elected officials, staff
and citizens who plant and care
for the community forest. Trees
are a vital component of the
infrastructure in our cities and
towns, and provide environmental and economical benefits.
A community, and its citizens,
that recognize these benefits
and provide needed care for its
trees deserves recognition and
thanks.”

POLICE FOUNDATION DECLARES MARCH K-9
AWARENESS MONTH
From a release:

Page and Warren Counties to hold Free Physical Activity Educational Program
From a release:

Front Royal Receives Tree
City USA Growth Award

want to get started with exercising immediately!
This program is free to anyone interested in taking the first
step toward getting healthy.
No products will be sold at the
classes. Spaces are limited, so
call 540/778-5794 to enroll now.
Deadline to register is Friday
April 11th.
If you are a person with a disability and desire any assistive
devices, services or other accommodations to participate in this
activity, please contact the Page
Extension Office at 540/7785794/TDD* during business
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
to discuss accommodations 5
days prior to the event.
*TDD number is (800) 8281120.

The Front Royal Police Foundation announces their effort
to raise $10,000.00 for a Police
Tracking Dog. The recipient of
the dog will be the Front Royal
Police Department, who will
also utilize the animal for patrols. Throughout the month of
March the Front Royal Police
Foundation will hold events to
raise both funds and awareness
about tracking dogs. The public
is welcome to attend all events,
so watch local papers and press
for dates and times.
A tracking dog is needed to
assist in locating missing persons and to track suspects.
Time is of the essence when an
elderly person with Alzheimer’s
goes missing or a child disappears. An immediate response
is key, and too many times in
the past, the Front Royal Police
Department has relied on surrounding agencies to bring in

a dog for assistance. This delay
can compromise the search, the
evidence and the officer’s ability
to locate a suspect or a missing
person. By securing their own
tracking dog, the Front Royal
Police Department will be able
to respond in a more timely
manner during such a crisis.
The Front Royal Police Foundation, Inc. is asking for your
support in raising these funds.
They welcome your participation, and as a 501 c 3 organization, your donations are tax
deductible. Please send your
donations to:
Front Royal Police Foundation,
Inc.
24 West Main Street
Front Royal, Virginia 22630
c/o Captain Mark Werner
For more information please
visit: www.frontroyalva.com/
police
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Fast, Decisive Action Needed
at U.S. Land Ports

U.S. and Canadian officials will meet in tiny Jackman, Maine this March 2008, and, if winter permits, sink a ceremonial shovel into the cold, hard
earth. Aside from some local coverage, the kickoff
event for a new Land Port of Entry probably won’t
receive much attention. At least not the attention
it deserves.
The Jackman groundbreaking is more than just
pomp – a tangible step toward easing the fierce
border congestion spawned by heightened trade
with Canada and Mexico, made worse through
years of inattention to our land ports.
Not surprisingly, traffic and tempers have flared
to the boiling point. On average, about $2 billion
in trade cross the nation’s 163 border crossings
each day, along with 350,000 vehicles, 135,000 pedestrians and 30,000 trucks.
Jackman is getting a new facility because the
old one is woefully outdated. If only this Northern outpost were the exception! But the story’s the
same in countless Northern and Southern border
towns, where lanes intended to facilitate trade and
travel are too often choked with cars, trucks and
exhaust fumes.
America, her visitors and her neighbors deserve
a better front door, one that is welcoming, secure
and mutually profitable.
That is why I announced several months ago that
the U.S. General Services Administration (GSA)
– responsible for building and maintaining our
nation’s land ports - was committed to bringing
new resources and energy to this urgent task. The
President has asked us to meet a higher standard

at the borders focusing not solely on security, but
also facilitating the free flow of legitimate trade
and travelers. So, I want GSA to build what we
can, where we can as fast as we can.
Over the past several months, we have:
Significantly cut the time it takes to build and
design a land port;
Encouraged state and local leaders to send us
practical solutions to relieve congestion;
And urged greater participation from the private
sector, as infrastructure enhancements are a perfect opportunity for public-private partnerships.
GSA currently has 27 land port projects valued at $1.8 billion. Included in the mix are new
inspection booths, roads, bridges, and secondary
checkpoints. The building boom is underway at
Jackman and Calais, Maine, San Ysidro, Calif., San
Luis, Ariz., and many other cites.
In moving forward, we’ve learned some valuable
lessons. Those lessons will be part of the agenda
in May, when GSA sponsors a unique land ports
conference in San Diego. The event will bring together numerous experts on issues ranging from
city officials sharing insights on how sister cities
can improve commerce and security, to utilizing
public-private partnerships to stimulate new border projects, opportunities for local, small businesses to participate in the building boom at our
land ports, and to being prepared in case of a catastrophic event at the borders of the U.S..
Such topics warrant our undivided attention.
Ports of Entry are critical facilities that not only
control the secure flow of legitimate trade and
travel across our borders; ports also provide foreign visitors their first glimpse of our great nation.
I don’t want that view ruined by frustration, traffic and smog. I don’t want one more study telling
us what we already know - that the borders are unbearably congested. The time to act is now, and at
GSA, we are committed to action.
Lurita Doan is Administrator of the U.S. General
Services Administration

This ad will reach about 17,000 readers.
It costs about 60 bucks.
Give your business the boost it needs with an ad in Warren County’s most popular
newspaper.
Call Christi at 540-671-6494 • christiboies@mris.com

Warren County to Hold ServSafe™
Certification Class
From a release:
If you are a manager or “person
in charge” of foodservice operations for hotels, restaurants,
schools, clubs, institutions,
Food and beverage managers, Catering managers, Chefs,
or Dietary managers then this
course is for you. The Warren
County Office of Virginia Cooperative Extension is offering this
class for food service workers to
get their certification.
ServSafe™ will meet on April
21st, 23rd, and 28th from 9:003:00 p.m. at Warren County’s
Government Building in the
Community Meeting Room.
The first two days are the instruction classes and the third is
the exam.
Topics including food safety
impacts on the operation, the
flow of food through the operation: personal hygiene; purchasing; receiving and storing;
preparing, cooking and serving;
HACCP, and managing your
operation; cleaning and sanitiz-

ing; regulations and food codes
will all be covered by Brittany
Wilkins - Food Nutrition, and
Health Extension Agent. Class
participants will receive the
textbook upon payment and the
first class.
The cost for this course is
$104 per person if registered by
the deadline and $124 for walkins the day of the first class.
Spaces are limited, so call
540/778-5794 for registration
information.
Deadline to register is Friday
April 18th.
If you are a person with a disability and desire any assistive
devices, services or other accommodations to participate
in this activity, please contact
the Page Extension Office at
540/778-5794/TDD*
during
business hours of 8:00 a.m. and
5:00 p.m. to discuss accommodations 5 days prior to the
event.
*TDD number is (800) 8281120.

Tax workshop for the small
business
From a release:
Warrenton and Middletown – The Lord Fairfax Small Business
Development Center (SBDC) is presenting two Federal and Virginia
State Tax workshops, “Tax Workshop for the Small Business” at two
different locations and dates. It will be presented on Friday, April 4
at Lord Fairfax Community College- Fauquier from 12:30 – 4:30 pm
and on Wednesday, April 9, 2008 from 8:30 am – 12:30 p.m. at the
Middletown Campus of Lord Fairfax Community College. The attendance fee for either seminar is $ 30.00 and advance registration
is required.
David Reardon of the Lord Fairfax SBDC said, “Today, more than
before, the small business owner is expected to become an expert in
every part of their business. One of the most important obligations
is that all Federal and state tax liabilities be accounted for, be processed correctly, and be reported and paid in a timely manner.” The
Tax Workshop for the Small Business seminars will be presented
by David Reardon, SBDC business counselor, Karyn Alam of the
Virginia Department of Taxation, and Eric Olson of the Virginia
Department of Professional & Occupational Regulations. Some of
the topics they will discuss are the difference between an “Employee
and an Independent Contractor”, tax responsibilities once a business has added employees, self-employment taxes, the business use
of your home, business expenses, and regulatory overview.
Contact the Lord Fairfax Small Business Development Center in
Middletown at (540) 868-7093 or Lord Fairfax SBDC at Fauquier in
Warrenton at (540) 351-1595 to register or for additional information.
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1525 North Shenandoah Avenue
(540) 635-9447
(800) 461-1720

BLUEMONT INN

1370 North Shenandoah Avenue
(540) 636-7200
(888) 204-4803

BLUE RIDGE MOTEL

MOTELS

MOTELS

219 East Main Street
(540) 635-5956

WYNN’S

836 N. Commerce Ave.
(540) 636-6857

WENDY’S INTERNATIONAL

865 John Marshall Highway
(540) 636-8999

VILLA GIUSEPPE’S ITALIAN
RESTAURANT

231 Chester St.
(540) 636-0008

VICTORIA’S

411 South Street
(540) 635-2288

TOPS CHINA

424-A
South
The FRAT
(Front
RoyalStreet
Area Transit) Bus provides transit service for the Town of
(540)
636-6654
Front Royal Monday through Friday from 8:30am - 12:30pm and 1:00pm - 5:00pm.
The last runS
begins
at 4:00pm. All routes begin and end at the Front Royal/Warren
PELUNKERS
County Visitor
Virginia Regional Transportation Association (VRTA) op116 Center.
South The
Street
erates this service
enhance mobility throughout the community.
(540) to
631-0300
The FRAT Bus is radio dispatched, ADA accessible and equipped with the latest
UBWAY
wheelchair liftsSand
security systems. Persons with disabilities who are ADA certi530
North
Royal
Avenue off curbside anywhere within 3/4 of a mile of our
fied may be picked up
and dropped
(540)
635-4400
regular route. Please call in advance.
No Smoking, drinking, eating or food in open containers allowed.
TACO BELL
Fare - $.50 paid upon boarding the bus.
620
North
Royal Avenue
If you have any questions please call the Virginia Regional Transportation Associa(540)
635-1958
tion (VRTA) toll free at (877)777-2708 or (540)341-3464.

SOUTH STREET GRILL

304A E. Main Street
(540) 636-0070

SOUL MOUNTAIN CAFÉ

915 North Royal Avenue
(540) 635-6615

SKYLINE RESTAURANT

241 Chester Street
(540) 636-0056

ROYAL GARDEN RESTAURANT

RESTAURANTS
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Circled numbers indicate Battle of Front Royal stops

Times
:30 :00
:35 :05
:38 :38
:45 :15
:51 :21
:54 :24
:56 :26
:00 :30
:03 :33
:06 :36
:07 :37
:11 :41
:12 :42
:16 :46
:18 :48
:21 :51
:23 :53
:26 :56
:28 :58
:00 :30

Every Hour Between
8:30-11:30 / 1:00-4:00
8:35-11:35 / 1:05-4:05
8:38-11:38 / 1:08-4:08
8:45-11:45 / 1:15-4:15
8:51-11:51 / 1:21-4:21
8:54-11:54 / 1:24-4:24
8:56-11:56 / 1:26-4:26
9:00 - 12:00 / 1:30-4:30
9:03-12:03 / 1:33-4:33
9:06-12:06 / 1:36-4:36
9:07-12:07 / 1:37-4:37
9:11-12:11 / 1:41-4:41
9:12-12:12 / 1:42-4:42
9:16-12:16 / 1:46-4:46
9:18-12:18 / 1:48-4:48
9:21-12:21 / 1:51-4:51
9:23-12:23 / 1:53-4:53
9:26-12:26 / 1:56-4:56
9:28-12:28 / 1:58-4:58
9:30-12:30 / 2:00-5:00

1801 North Shenandoah Avenue
(540) 635-4101
(800) 487-3529

This black and white ad will be
read by about 17,000 people in
SCOTTISH INN
Front
and Warren County.
533 SouthRoyal
Royal Avenue
(540) 636-6168
It Scosts
a lot less than you think.
HENANDOAH MOTEL
1600 Shenandoah Avenue
Give
your business the boost it
(540) 635-3181
SKYLINE Rwith
ESORT Man
OTELad in Warren Counneeds
622 South Royal Avenue
635-5354
ty’s (540)
most
popular newspaper by
SUPER 8
calling
Tara
11 South
Street at 540-305-9776 or e(Intersection of Routes 340 & 55)
mail(540)
her
at tarawcr@yahoo.com.
636-4888
(800) 800-8000
ForTWI
classifieds
contact Melissa at
-LITE MOTEL
53 West 14th Street
540-635-4542
or melissawcr@ya(540) 635-4148
(800) 230-7349
hoo.com.

RELAX INN

10 Commerce Avenue
(540) 635-3161

Royal Hills Apartments
CENTER
CITY M
OTEL
Shenandoah
Commons
Apartments
South Royal Avenue
Royal416
Plaza
(540) 635-4050
Northwestern Community Services
OOL Apartments
HARBOR MOTEL
RoyalCArms
141
West
15thLion
Street
Gateway
Plaza
/ Food
(540)
635-2191
Visitor’s Center
Warren
CountyRGovernment
Center
FRONT
OYAL MOTEL
Park
Department
/ Youth Center
1400
N. Shenandoah
Avenue
Department
of Social
Services
(540)
635-4114
13th Street
Belmont Avenue
H&AMPTON
INN
17th Street
Belmont Avenue
9800&Winchester
Road
Senior Center
(540) 635-1882
Warren Memorial
Hospital
(800) Hampton
Kendrick Avenue Apartments
PIONEER MOTEL
The Family Store
541 South Royal Avenue
Samuels Library
(540) 635-4784
Warren County Courthouse
QUALITY INN
Visitor’s Center

1122 North Royal Avenue
Bus Stop (540)
Location
635-2196
Visitor’s Center
(800) 766-6748

BUDGET INN

FRAT Bus Schedule

1525 North Shenandoah Avenue
(540) 635-9447
(800) 461-1720

BLUEMONT INN

(888) 204-4803
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Bo Kane

Man’s Eye View
By Bo Kane
Warren County Report

Your lights are on, But you’re
not home. Your will, is not your
own.
		
- Robert Palmer’s
		
“Addicted To Love”
A couple of weeks ago I wrote
about “No TV Day” and heard
from parents who tried it, but
with one teeny, minor, almostnot-worth-mentioning change:
they let their kids PLAY ON THE
COMPUTER ALL DAY! So, the
message didn’t quite make it to
the finish line, and I’m guessing
the glazed-eyes and shoulder
slouch didn’t go away. Let me tell

By Diane Verhøeven
DEAR DIANE:
A few nights ago, my fiance and I
went downtown for dancing and
drinks with my best friend, Kelly,
and her boyfriend, Jack.
As usual, it was impossible to find
a place to park, so Jack decided to
park in his bank’s parking lot. We
told him it was a bad idea, because
downtown businesses are known for
the ease of which they will have an
unauthorized vehicle towed from
their parking lot after hours.
He said it would be OK; he would
just put a deposit slip on his dashboard to show that he is a customer
of the bank — surely they would not
tow a customer.
Well, just as sure as a bank will
charge you out-of-network ATM
fees, when we got back to the parking lot at the end of the night, the car
had been towed.
We grabbed a cab to the tow-truck
place and Jack paid to get his car
back. My fiance and I didn’t even
bother to offer to help pay the towing fees — we were adamant at the
time that he should NOT park there.
Were we correct in not helping to
defray the towing costs, or should
we have ponied up for his stupidity?
— WONDERING
IN WILMINGTON
DEAR WILMINGTON:
Technically, you were under no
obligation to pay any portion of the
fees or fines Jack incurred because he
was too lazy to find a proper parking
space.
However, I would’ve ponied up for
the cab ride. Let’s face it, Jack did all
the driving that night — picking you
up and taking you home. It would have
been a friendly gesture toward a
friend, albeit a stupid one, because we
all do stupid things from time to time.
And I’m sure if and when you do/did
something stupid, you’d want your
friends not to punish you too harshly.
Send letters to Diane c/o King Features Weekly Service, P.O. Box
536475, Orlando, FL 32853-6475. Or
you may e-mail her at dianeadvice@
yahoo.com.
© 2008 King Features Synd., Inc.

used to be, and there’s danger on
the cyber-streets too.
And since our kids HAVE to
learn computer skills, parents
have to pay more attention to
the kid when he or she is on it,
and turn it off a half hour after
the work is done … not counting
the time spent teaching mom and
dad how to ‘change formats’ and
‘drop’n’drag’.
And, Mom and Dad, don’t
be afraid to turn it off once in a
while, and don’t count solely on
the parental blocks on the computer. Any ‘bright’ kid will get
around them.

sponsibility one step at
a time. Virginia is
rated “good” on
their licensing
laws (by the
Insurance
Institute on
Highway
Safety
in
Arlington)
p ar tly
because
there are
45 minimum hours
of
supervised driving

one more story to try to get the
point across.
You’ve heard many parents’ lament “He’s just not doing well in
school and we don’t know what
to do. He’s very bright, he just
won’t apply himself.” The other
day I heard another twist on the
situation: a mother was talking
about her teen son who was having trouble in school even though
he’s not only ‘bright’ but a computer whiz-bang. And therein
lies the problem.
The teen was sent to the school
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bacteria. You can reduce the risk of
contamination by pouring the foundation on your fingertips or using a

my Lenten resolution rests on the
shoulders of Mike Brey and Luke
Harangody, but it’ll be a lot easier
if they make it to the Final Four..
At the risk of sounding irreverent, the Lent and Easter season
always reminds me of the time
I was explaining Easter to my
daughter, then about 5 or 6 years
old. I was showing her a picture
book of Easter Week and when we
got to pictures of Good Friday, she
leaned back and bellowed “Why
do they call it GOOD Friday?
Wasn’t too good for Him, was it?”
Sorry. I took care of it. Happy
Easter.
MansEyeView@gmail.com
March 17-23, 2008

Women/Pets

• Older cats tend to sleep more during the day and less at night.
So, how can you help your cat stay
healthy? Let it sleep. Younger cats
may not mind so much if they are
awakened by a human who wants to
play, but they will disappear a little later to finish their nap. Older cats could
be very put out by being suddenly
awakened — cranky and disoriented
— so let them sleep. Of course, there
are a few things to watch for, such as a
cat that seems lethargic between sleep
periods, or sleeps an excessively long
time.
Most cats roam the house for a few
hours each night, hunting, playing and
meowing a bit, but if a cat is extremely
restless or meows plaintively for a
long time at night, something could be
amiss. Excessive meowing often signals loneliness or distress, and is most
often heard from kittens and senior
cats. But any significant change in
sleep habits, energy and nighttime
activities should be monitored and
discussed with your cat’s veterinarian.
Send your tips, questions and comments to Paws Corner, c/o King Features Weekly Service, P.O. Box
536475, Orlando, FL 32853-6475, or
e-mail them to pawscorner@hotmail.com.
© 2008 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Life

Beth ranked #1 out of over 2,400 Weichert Realtors throughout the Northern Virginia
area for the number of listings sold last year.

First Daffodil of Spring
One warm day in the midst of very cold
Came the burst of joy from the stem.
Tucked back away from the wind,
The plant searched for the sun.
I stepped out to see the joy,
Yellow (my favorite color) grabbed hold of me.
The cup of sunshine held by a green stem,
Gave me a message I needed to hear.
Spring is coming, it’s not far off,
Soon the winds will slow down,
The sun will warm every garden
And others will bloom for you.
Many warm days are on the way,
Just hold on to that thought.
Meanwhile watch as other daffodils spring forth,
And the small crocus speak to you of rebirth.

Mary Ellen South

Accidents & Personal Injury
Law Offices of Thomas H. Sayre
• Serious Auto
Accidents
• Social Security
Disability
• Adoptions
• Criminal Defense
• Worker’s Comp
• Asbestos Meso
& Cancer cases
• Child Custody
• Wills & Deeds

Beth Medved Waller named “#1 Top Listings
Sold Associate” for Weichert’s capital region
From a release:

The Front Royal Weichert, Realtors office is proud to announce
that Beth Waller was named
“Top Listings Sold Associate”
for the entire Capital Region.
“Beth ranked #1 out of over 2,400
Weichert Realtors throughout
the Northern Virginia area for
the number of listings sold last
year. She’s in the top 5% nationwide and is proof that houses can
sell in this challenging market if
they are priced and promoted
correctly. In fact, she’s one of the
few agents who actually had their
highest sales volume in 2007,”
says Rita Rutledge, Managing
Broker of the Shenandoah Valley
Weichert office. The Metropolitan Regional Information System
(MRIS) year end report indicates
that Warren ’s total sales volume
in 2007 was down 33%, while
Waller’s sales were up nearly 20%
with 9.4 million sold and under
contract last year. “I owe my
success to my family’s support
and the referrals of friends and
past clients who think enough
to remember me when someone
they know needs a Realtor. I feel
tremendously blessed to be able
to live and work in the community I’ve loved my entire life and
to have the opportunity to show
buyers the benefits of the area,”
says Waller.
Unfortunately only 23 buyers closed on Warren residential property during the month
of February, according to MRIS
statistics. That’s a number typical for the past few months when
active listings have remained
around 550. The highest num-

bers of sales in 2007 were in
May and June with 53 and 51
residential sales respectively.
“You’d think we Re- altors
would be fighting
each other to
survive,
but
I’m constantly
amazed
by
the family-like
attitude
agents
from all
brokerages have
in
our
community. We’re
all in this
market
together and
ro o t i n g
for each
o t h e r
now more
than ever,”
Waller said.

FR/WC American Red Cross

6th Annual Shrimp,
Oyster & BBQ Fest
April 26, 2008 4pm-8pm • Tickets $50
Grounds of Ivy Lodge, Chester Street
All you can eat & drink plus extensive silent auction.
Sponsors and silent auction donors needed!

Call Beth Medved Waller for details 671-6145

Licensed in VA & WV

540-636-7777
Telecopier: 540-636-3763

222 E. Main St. Front Royal, VA 22630
E-mail: tsayre@embarqmail.com • www.sayrelawoffice.com

2000 Chrysler 300M, Fully Loaded, Sunroof,
Multi-CD Changer, Premium Sound, New
Tires, 130k Hwy Miles, Very Nice Car! Blue
Bk Value $8,850, Asking $7,000. Call Ron
(703) 606-5327.

2004 Dodge Dakota SXT, 4WD, 5 Spd., V-6,
Reg. Cab, Towing Pkg. w/hitch & ball, 38k Hwy
Miles, Exc. Cond., $10,800. Call Ron (703)
606-5327.
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“So, this kind of all came together as our first big joint project of multiple government agencies working together for something that is for the betterment of the community – state, town,
county, it doesn’t get any better than that.” – Town Manager Michael Graham

River

Luray Ave. boat ramp project – it makes you feel good
Town-county-state hope to have revitalized town river access ready by June
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Sometimes something just
comes along that’s so good from
all angles – you know, disparate
sides getting together on the
same page for the mutual benefit of all, the public good rising
above self-interest and private
gain – it just makes me want to
write a feel-good story and by
golly that’s what I’m going to do.
The “thing” in this case is a vision about to take off from the
planning to implementation stage

that the town, county and other
stakeholders are all on board for
financially and philosophically
– knock me over with a feather!!!
No, no, it’s not the Community
Roadmap to the Future – that’s
not likely, you were dreaming.
No, this is even more substantial, something you can walk on
without getting your shoes dirty
– well, maybe a little dirty – it’s
a town road leading to a county
parking lot leading to riverside
property once privately owned
and now donated to the county
for public use that will be con-

verted into a trail with a nearby
dog park and playing fields, some
landscaping and a state-constructed boat landing accommodating both canoes and smaller
powered fishing boats. At some
future point the site will also provide foot and probably bike access
into the 240-acre Avtex, or Royal
Phoenix Conservancy Park.
Town Manager Michael Graham is excited at the prospects
for revitalizing river access in
Front Royal.
“Here we are touted as the Canoe Capital of Virginia, the only

problem we had is that we really
had no place for anybody to put
a canoe in, in the town,’ Graham
said. “I mean we had this slot we
called the Luray Avenue boat
landing growing up but it wasn’t
well kept, Game and Inland Fisheries hadn’t really done anything
with their property. It just wasn’t
a spot where you’d want to tout
tourism. I don’t think it was a
very good representation of what
the town could have.
“When I run down there, there
are artist all over painting some
of the most beautiful landscap-

ing of this river bending around
the corner. And you can see it in
shops displayed all over town of
this beautiful setting looking in
one direction. It was ashamed
that once you got to that end and
looked behind you it wasn’t quite
the same – it was kind of embarrassing,” Graham says.
But that is about to change
– and it’s about to change fast, by
June if things going as planned,
Graham says. “We’re not fooling around,” Graham laughed.
“The opportunity came together
to work with some of the other
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River

“Like you said it’s one of those feel good type things that generations will enjoy for years
to come.” – Mayor James Eastham

stakeholders in this, which is the
county and Game and Fishery.
We said what does it take for us
to have something that would be
representative of our designation
of being the Canoe Capital of Virginia?”
The answer was a threepronged attack by town, county
and state along the bank of the
Shenandoah at that very same
Luray Avenue boat landing.
Graham said Game and Inland
Fisheries was enthusiastic and
established the river was deep
enough to accommodate small
motorized fishing boats, qualifying for a tier of state funding. The
town was on board to beautify the
property around its water pump-

ing station and Graham also
found out the county had its own
plans on nearby land for soccer
fields, a dog park and – hallelujah
– parking.
“After we all got together we
said this is feasible and it will be
very cost effective to do something like this … our tree stewards have signed on to put trees
around there. They won’t be big
to start off but in years to come I
think our kids will really appreciate this start.
“So, this kind of all came together as our first big joint project
of multiple government agencies
working together for something
that is for the betterment of the
community – state, town, coun-

ty, it doesn’t get any better than
that,” Graham enthused.
If Front Royal’s Town Manager
is enamored at the prospect of
what is about to transpire along a
picturesque bank of the Shenandoah River in the town limits, the
project is even nearer and dearer
to Front Royal Mayor Jim Eastham. In one way some of the land
has gone full circle through his
family, Eastham explained.
“There was a one-lane bridge
there that went to the Fork. And
when they built the 619 bridge,
they dismantled the other bridge
and the land reverted to my father. And he gave the boat landing part to Game and Inland
Fisheries years ago. And it just
always made sense that the highest and best use for that 16 acres
along the river bottom would be
for some sort of park and access
to the river,” Eastham said.
When his family sold the property that Skyline High School was
built on, the timing seemed right
to enable that use of the riverside
property near the end of Luray
Avenue.
“We sold them the site for the
school and we told them at the
time that our plan was to donate
the river bottom to the county,”
Eastham said.
“In the parks and rec plan we
had identified the 15-acre portion of the Eastham property
south of Luray Avenue between

the railroad tracks and the South
Fork of the Shenandoah as a
park site,” Warren County Administrator Doug Stanley said
on March 18. “And we were proceeding along the lines of looking
to build a parking facility there
and it worked out that the state
didn’t have room to be able to
do the boat landing – they can’t
construct parking on the Avtex
piece. So, really we were able to,
hopefully, construct the parking
for each of those sites, for the
town park, the boat landing and
the south end of the Avtex Conservancy trail.
“It’s a real good opportunity
for us to be able to jump start
our own project, but also to really get all three parties working
in concert to hopefully provide
an excellent public access point
to the river for Front Royal-Warren County, which is designated
as the Canoe Capital of Virginia –
but there wasn’t any public access
to the river [in town]. So, I think
it’s going to be a good location,”
Stanley said of the joint project.
Stanley pointed out during a
break in the March 18 board of
supervisors meeting there was
an application up that night for
extending a trail along the river
from the Luray Ave area to the
Route 619 bridge.
“This goes back to ‘Where the
Mountains Meet the River’ plan
that we did in 1994,” Eastham

points out. The plan, an award
winner on paper, the mayor
pointed out would connect the
community’s various distinctive
and impressive natural resources
and the town itself by hiking and
biking trails.
“From [the Luray boat landing]
it made sense that we connect
Main Street all the way down Luray Avenue because it’s so wide we
could designate a hiking and biking trail along Luray Avenue now
that the high school’s not there
anymore and they don’t need all
that parking now. Then you can
connect up with the boat landing
at the land my brother and sisters
and I gave to the county … and
when the Avtex site comes on
line we can move right on down
the river. So, we had all the right
people in place to make it happen now with the cooperation of
the county and Game and Inland
Fishery.
“Like you said it’s one of those
feel good type things that generations will enjoy for years to come.
In fact, I think I’d take my canoe down there but I don’t even
have a canoe right now,” Eastham
laughed from the river’s edge.
Well, this is a good excuse to
rectify that situation, Jim – you’ve
got what, three months – and I
smell a “farewell to the trials and
tribulations of public office” photo op right around the summer
solstice!
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What Goes Up, Comes
Down — Painfully
The great thing about skiing is how
it brings families together.
Unfortunately, it brought our family
together in the ski mountain’s infirmary.
The day had started out auspiciously
enough. After a few warm-ups on the
“bunny slopes,” I was ready for my
first real run of the day.
(Ominous foreshadowing note: In
the interest of preventing injuries to
old-timers such as myself, they should
dispense with the term “bunny slope”
in favor of something more manly,
such as “extreme slope.” There would
no need to spell out the full name,
“extreme-ly flat slope.”)
The first half of my run went perfectly. I maintained complete control
even while enjoying the beautiful
scenery. At that point I made what I
now realize to be a serious mistake: I
got off the lift.
The downhill portion of my run —
what some purists consider “skiing”
— wasn’t nearly as successful.
But it’s entirely possible that my
first run would have been just as successful had I not managed to fall on an
icy patch in that short distance
between the lift and the beginning of
the run.
I don’t resent the resort owners for
not setting up signs warning about ice.
Nor do I fault them for the lack of
notice about snow and high winds.
But what I can’t understand is how
they could be so careless — perhaps
criminally so — about not warning
skiers of the freakishly strong gravitational conditions that day.
I know the “g” forces were unusual
because my fall came despite my
going rather slowly. Because I don’t
ski often, my skis often have trouble
keeping up with my ability level
(somewhere below Crazy Insane
Olympic). Instead of maintaining the
proper parallel position, my skis often
flail about as though it’s their first

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) With
your practical side dominant this
week, it’s a good time to reassess your
finances to see what expenses you can
cut. Aspects also favor mending fraying relationships.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Your
Bovine-inspired determination to follow matters through from beginning to
end pays off in a big way. Enjoy a wellearned weekend of fun with a special
someone.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20)
Aspects favor re-establishing business
relationships you might have neglected. A family member’s request needs
to be given more thought before you
make a decision.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22)
While you might appreciate the
avalanche of advice coming from others, keep in mind that the intuitive
Moon Child is best served by listening
to her or his own inner voice.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) The
Lion’s social life whirls at centrifugal
speed this week as you go from function to function. Things slow by
week’s end, giving you a chance to
catch up on your chores.
VIRGO (August 23 to September
22) Don’t let your stand on an issue
cause a rift with a colleague. Insist on
both of you taking time to reassess
your positions while there’s still room

water by washing my dishes this way,
and that makes me happy.” — R.W. in
Michigan
• “When a bath towel or washcloth
gets old and raggedy, I cut it into
smaller pieces. I keep them in a bag
under the sink in the kitchen. They are
great for cleaning and for small
kitchen tasks, like drying vegetables
or meats, wiping up spills and such. I
also keep a ‘dirty’ bag under the
counter, which I take out to the laundry every day. I used to use a roll of
timetowels
on the amountain.
paper
day, it seemed, with the
So after my tips crossed, I gently
corrected
them
backbut
tonow
the Iparallel
various
uses
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them,
hardformation. My skis, perhaps panicking
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towels!” — G.G. in
reacted by flinging themselves into the air.
California
Flipping through mid-air, I figured
only thing at stake was my dignity,
•the
Use
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traysgiven
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I had pretty
the second I strapped on my skis.
grocery
store
to
prevent
drafts!
But at this point, apparently, the
extra gravity
kicked and
in, throwing
Remove
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cut
a
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to the ground with the force of a middle
linebacker.
trayItodidn’t
fit. Then,
reattach outlet covers
hear a “pop,” but the pain
near
myfoam
shoulder
told me that the twowith
new
lining.
day lift ticket I purchased that morning had not been my best long-term
•investment.
Three ways to save money on
Fortunately, I had read enough
water-heater
1) Setabout
your temperadventure bills:
books
climbers
ascending Mount Everest — many
ature
gauge
to aoflower
setting;
2)
without
benefit
ski lifts
— to learn
survival skills in a harsh environment.
Install
a
timer
so
that
it’s
not
heating
After coolly reviewing my options, I
decided the best plan was to lie on my
water
when you aren’t there to use it;
back like a pathetic wounded turtle
until
help
3) Add
an arrived.
insulating cover to keep
Help was close at hand, since I had
hadfrom
the escaping.
good sense to wipe out near
heat
the ski-patrol station at the top of the
mountain. In fact, I would recomSend
to Now
Here’splanning
a Tip,
mendyour
this tips
strategy
to others
own ski vacations.
c/otheir
King
Features
Weekly
Service,
The ski-patrol guy quickly sized up
the situation — he had a pathetic
P.O.
Box turtle
536475,
Orlando,
wounded
on his
hands —FL
and
took me to the infirmary, where I had
32853-6475
or
e-mail
JoAnn
at
herea pleasant reunion with my wife and
son.
satip@yahoo.com.
And now I must decide what to do
with my skis. It’s not like I can sell
© 2008 King Features Synd., Inc.
them. After all, they refuse to remain
parallel, and panic in the face of
gravity.
Write to Don Flood in care of King
Features Weekly Service, P.O. Box
536475, Orlando, FL 32853-6475, or
send e-mails to dflood287@comcast.net.
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for compromise.
LIBRA (September 23 to October
22) An opportunity you’d been hoping
for finally opens up. But read the fine
print before you make a commitment,
especially where a time factor might
be involved.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Your need to know what’s
going on behind the scenes leads you
to make some bold moves. Be prepared with a full explanation of your
actions if necessary.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to
December 21) A lot of details need
tending to during the early part of the
week. The pressure eases by the 20th,
allowing you to get back to your major
undertaking.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to
January 19) A friend asks you to act on
his or her behalf in a dispute. Be careful. You might not have all the facts
you need in order to make a fair assessment of the situation.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) A new development might
require you to cancel some of your
plans. But you adapt easily, and by
week’s end, you could receive welcome “cheering-up” news.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20)
Your recent workplace accomplishments boost your self-confidence just
as you’re about to consider a potentially rewarding, although possibly risky,
career move.
BORN THIS WEEK: Your love of
the arts is equaled only by your strong
sense of justice. People can depend on
you to always try to do what’s right.
© 2008 King Features Synd., Inc.
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What Goes Up, Comes
Down — Painfully
The great thing about skiing is how
it brings families together.
Unfortunately, it brought our family
together in the ski mountain’s infirmary.
The day had started out auspiciously
enough. After a few warm-ups on the
“bunny slopes,” I was ready for my
first real run of the day.
(Ominous foreshadowing note: In
the interest of preventing injuries to
old-timers such as myself, they should
dispense with the term “bunny slope”
in favor of something more manly,
such as “extreme slope.” There would
no need to spell out the full name,
“extreme-ly flat slope.”)
The first half of my run went perfectly. I maintained complete control
even while enjoying the beautiful
scenery. At that point I made what I
now realize to be a serious mistake: I
got off the lift.
The downhill portion of my run —
what some purists consider “skiing”
— wasn’t nearly as successful.
But it’s entirely possible that my
first run would have been just as successful had I not managed to fall on an
icy patch in that short distance
between the lift and the beginning of
the run.
I don’t resent the resort owners for
not setting up signs warning about ice.
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March 17-23, 2008

time on the mountain.
So after my tips crossed, I gently
corrected them back to the parallel
formation. My skis, perhaps panicking at being placed in such an unusual
situation, reacted by flinging themselves into the air.
Flipping through mid-air, I figured
the only thing at stake was my dignity,
which I had pretty much given up on
the second I strapped on my skis.
But at this point, apparently, the
extra gravity kicked in, throwing me
to the ground with the force of a middle linebacker.
I didn’t hear a “pop,” but the pain
near my shoulder told me that the twoday lift ticket I purchased that morning had not been my best long-term
investment.
Fortunately, I had read enough
adventure books about climbers
ascending Mount Everest — many
without benefit of ski lifts — to learn
survival skills in a harsh environment.
After coolly reviewing my options, I
decided the best plan was to lie on my
back like a pathetic wounded turtle
until help arrived.
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baton to©an
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already
seated.
Their only choice will be how the
music is conducted.
At this late hour, not much opportunity for effective change, either good
or bad, awaits them. As the years of
our stewardship of this marvelous
piece of real estate called the United
States have rolled by, we’ve perfected
the art of passing the buck from one
administration to the next.
Still, change may not be such an
impossible idea after all. Since we’ve
passed the buck for so long, a little
spare change is just about all that is
left.
Write to Francis Shrum in care of
King Features Weekly Service, P.O.
Box 536475, Orlando, FL 328536475, or send e-mail to francis@wtc
courier.com.
© 2008 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Oddities

• On March 23, 1839, the initials
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“O.K.” are first published,
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Boston Morning Post. Meant as an
abbreviation for “oll correct,” a popular slang misspelling of “all correct,”
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Marilyn Monroe in the famous film
“Some Like It Hot,” once said that
kissing Ms. Monroe was “like kissing
Hitler.” Makes you wonder how he
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—15
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Front Royal-Warren County Chamber of Commerce
LEGISLATIVE WRAP-UP
The Legislative Committee presents
the Legislative Wrap-up on Wednesday, April 2nd, Noon at the Government Center, featuring Senator Mark
Obenshain and Delegate Clay Athey.
Remarks from each representative will
be followed by a question and answer
period. Lunch will be provided. Cost
is $10. RSVP to 540-635-3185 or
info@frontroyalchamber.com
MARCH BUSINESS AFTER HOURS
Join us for fun, food & the power of
networking at the Hampton Inn for the
Business After Hours (BAH), Wednesday, March 26th, 5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Don’t forget your business cards!
BROWN BAG LUNCHEON SERIES
CONTINUES
The Brown Bag Luncheon series continues this month on Tuesday, March
25th, Noon at the Chamber. Judith
Canterbury, Founder of Inspirational
Development Center will be presenting a 10 step process to give you the
tools you need to achieve both Success and Inner Peace. This will be a
thought provoking and practical guide
to achieve the life you deserve. For
more information or to rsvp contact
635-3185 or info@frontroyalchamber.
com
WFTR CELEBRATES 60 YEARS OF
COMMUNITY SERVICE
2008 marks the 60th Anniversary of
WFTR Radio in Front Royal. The
Front Royal/Warren County Chamber
of Commerce was instrumental in
bringing a radio station to Front Royal.
The Chamber and area business people teamed together and WFTR went
on the air in 1948. The radio station
invite you to share your memories of
WFTR’s 60 years with them. Send
your memories via e-mail to info@royalbroadcasting.net. Listen to WFTR
for details on a big anniversary celebration they are planning!
CAREER & COLLEGE FAIR
A Career and College Fair will be held
at both Skyline and Warren County
High Schools on Friday, April 18th,
sponsored by the College Access
Network and the Front Royal-Warren
County Chamber of Commerce. The
fair will run from 9 a.m. until 11:30
a.m. at Warren County High and from
1:00 p.m. until 3 p.m. at Skyline High
School. The audience will be 8th
through 12th graders. Businesses

can register to have an exhibit space
at the event. There is a $35 registration fee. All proceeds will go directly
to the College Access Network Scholarship program. For more information
or to register, contact Katrina Moran at
635-4144 or nfoster@frontroyalchamber.com

ows for eggs, some stuffed with treats
& some with special prizes. Games
follow the hunt. Children are divided
into groups according to age. Easter
Egg Hunt is $3 per child. Family day
rates for Manor House Tours (noon to
4 p.m.) $5 Adults; Free for Children &
Belle Grove Members. For more information contact 540-869-2028.

MEMBER NEWS
The Front Royal Police Foundation,
Inc. has announced that to date they
have collected $6,100 in their effort to
raise $10,000 for a Police Tracking
Dog. The Front Royal Police Department will be the recipient of the tracking dog. This dog will also be able to
perform as a patrol dog. The Front
Royal Police Foundation, Inc. is asking for your support in raising these
funds. Your donations are tax deductible. Please make your donations to:
Front Royal Police Foundation, Inc.,
24 W. Main Street, Front Royal, VA
22630, c/o Captain Mark Werner.
The Front Royal Oratorio Society,
Inc. is soliciting ads from the local
businesses to help provide the funds
they need to bring free concerts to all
music lovers. For more information
contact Ann Andersen at 540-6226974 or annander@earthlink.net
The Warren Coalition announces
“Kick Butts Day” and are asking restaurants and businesses to have a
smoke-free day on April 2nd, as an
encouragement for people to think
about quitting, and reduce second
hand smoke. We will give a certificate
to any business who will be smoke
free on that day, and thank them in
the newspaper. We would encourage them to offer a discount or a
‘special’ on that day as an incentive.
Also on April 3, 2008 from 7:00-8:30
pm at Skyline High School cafeteria
the Warren Coalition, with support
from NWCSB, will facilitate ‘Community Conversations’. CC includes a
dialog between teens and adults on
underage drinking and teen issues;
PRIDE survey results, and a small
panel of speakers. Refreshments will
be served. We need the stakeholders
of the community there--as role models for our youth, and we want many
young people to attend. Please RSVP
to gayle@warrencoalition.org. For
more information contact 540-6366385 or diane@warrencoalition.org
Bell Grove announces their Annual
Easter Egg Hunt & Family Fun Day:
Saturday, March 22, 1 p.m. Meet the
Easter Bunny, and then hunt through
Belle Grove’s spacious yards & mead-

The Shenandoah Area Agency on
Aging (SAAA) is now offering an
exciting NEW TRANSPORTATION
SERVICE called WELL TRAN. This
service will be offered to citizens 60
and above in the counties of Warren,
Page, Frederick, Shenandoah, Clarke
and the City of Winchester. Well Tran
is a Non Emergency Transportation
service. For more information on
Service Days, Fee’s and Times or to
schedule an appointment please cal
the SAAA at 540-635-7141.
Valley Health Occupational Health
Services provides injured worker
treatment, pre-employment physicals,
drug screening and other services to
area employers from its clinic currently
located in Warren Memorial Hospital.
The clinic will be moving into the new
Warren Memorial Hospital Outpatient
Center located on Commerce Avenue.
It will begin operating at the new location on Monday, March 31. The new
phone number will be 540-635-0700.
The Front Royal Women’s Resource Center will be sponsoring
the Women’s Resource Breakfast on
Tuesday, March 18th, 7:30 a.m. at
Villa Giuseppe Restaurant. They will
be honoring “Women’s History Month
and Dare to Dream Grant Recipients”.
Sally Anderson, co-founder of the
Three Rings Arts Institute will be presenting a segment from her dynamic
one woman performance of Shirley
Valentine. RSVP to the FRWRC at
636-7007. The first 10 women to
RSVP will receive their breakfasts at
half price!
The Lord Fairfax Community College will be holding a job fair on
Wednesday, March 26th, from 11 a.m.
to 6:30 p.m. at the college. For more
information, simply go on line at www.
lfcc.edu/career/jobfairs.asp. Individuals with questions should contact the
LFCC Career Services Office at 540868-7235 or careerservices@lfcc.
edu.
The Lord Fairfax Workforce Solutions and Continuing Education is
offering the following classes: Continuing Education for Plumbing, Mar
22, 8 a.m.; Continuing Education for

Gas Fitters, Mar 22, 11 a.m. . For
more information call 540-868-7021.
The Lord Fairfax Small Business
Development Center will be offering the following seminars: 4/17 Th
Middletown Courts 30 Legal Issues
For Small Business David Griffin 6 8:30 pm; 5/8 Th Middletown Courts 30
Taxes and Licenses For Small Business Brian Davet 6 - 8:30 pm; 6/5 Th
Middletown Courts 30 Setting up Your
Business Books Angela Rudolph 6
- 8 pm; 5/13 Tu Middletown Campus
** QuickBooks I (part one of a two
part class) Angela Rudolph 9 am - 4
pm; 5/15 Th Middletown Campus **
QuickBooks ll (part two of a two part
class) Angela Rudolph 9 am - 4 pm;
6/10 Tu Middletown Campus ** QuickBooks I (part one of a two part class)
Angela Rudolph 9 am 4 pm. For more
information on these seminars contact Carolyn Majors in Middletown
(540) 868-7093 <cmajors@lfsbdc.org.
Chamber members receive a discount
on our seminars.
The Rotary Club of Linden will hold
its second annual Anniversary Gala,
“An Emerald & Ruby Celebration,” on
Saturday, April 12, 2008, 6:30-11:00
p.m., at Bowling Green Country Club
North. The event will feature dinner,
dancing (music by Jump Alley), live
and silent auctions. Tickets are $50
per person, including dinner (a cash
bar will be available). Attire is black
tie optional. Attendance is limited, and
all tickets are sold in advance of the
event. To purchase tickets, contact
Jean Plauger at Jean’s Jewelers, 540622-6166, Rhonda North, 540-6362199, or any member of the Rotary
Club of Linden before April 4, 2008.
Visit www.lindenrotary.org for more
information. For more information,
contact June Rinehart, 540-636-9984
or Lee Tolson, 540-671-6426.
The Front Royal/Warren County
American Red Cross will being holding an all-you-can-eat shrimp, oyster
and BBQ fest on Saturday, April 26th.
This is the only fundraising event for
the local Red Cross. It will be held
from 4:00 pm until 8:00 pm on the
grounds of Belle Boyd Cottage at 101
Chester Street in Front Royal. Tickets
are $50.00 per person. The proceeds
from this event will help the local
transportation and disaster response
programs. Please call 635-2333 or
e-mail frwcarc@embarqmail.com for
tickets or more information.
WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS
Arnold’s Painting

(Painting)
Christopher Arnold
23 Portsmouth Road
Front Royal, VA 22630
571-276-5788
Carnold837@yahoo.com
Big Bertha’s Babies
(Day Care/Child Care)
Judi Melrath
152 Richmond Road
Front Royal, VA 22630
540-622-2486
Thejcm50@embarqmail.com
Town Council
Monday, March 24th, 7:00 p.m. at the
Government Center
Board of Supervisors
Tuesday, March 25th, 7 p.m. at the
Government Center
UPCOMING EVENTS
March 25 - Brown Bag Luncheon Series, 12 Noon at the Chamber
March 26 - Business After Hours,
Hampton Inn, 5:30 p.m. – 7 p.m.
March 27 - Youth Leadership
March 27 - Warren County Technology
Consortium, 7 p.m. at the EDA office
April 2 - Legislative Wrap-up, Noon
– 1:30 p.m. at the Government Center
April 2 - Warren County Business Today on The River 95.3 FM, 12:30 p.m.
April 3 - Tourism Committee, 9:00 a.m.
at the Chamber
April 4 - Education Committee, 8:30
a.m. at the Chamber
April 9 - Chamber Board meeting, 4
p.m. at the Chamber

This ad will reach about
17,000 readers.
It costs about 20 bucks.
Give your business the
boost it needs with an ad
in Warren County’s most
popular newspaper.
Call Christi at 540-671-6494
• christiboies@mris.com
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Watch out! Your boss is coming around the corner!

Wayside Theatre’s presents “Romeo and Juliet” Annual Congressional ‘Academy
in emerging ARTIST in Action program
Day’ set for April 5
From a release:
Wayside Theatre Artistic Director Warner
Crocker today announced Wayside Theater will
present the Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Juliet” The
second production in the Emerging Artist in Action Program for the 2007-2008 Season will be
presented at the Skyline High School in Front
Royal, Virginia. “Romeo and Juliet” opens March
21h and continues through March 29th.
Warner Crocker, Artist Director and the director of Romeo and Juliet states, “This Emerging
Artist program allows young people the chance to
perform alongside professional adult actors. They
do not get that opportunity very often. And we are
excited about being able to offer this performing
opportunity for the young adults in our region”
Warner Crocker says, “It is age-appropriate casting, usually if there are young characters in a play,
I cast adults who look really young.”
Warner Crocker and Sarah Blackwell, Director
of Education program chose to present the story
using local teenagers in the lead parts. “There has
been a lot of interest in tackling Shakespeare by
our local youth,” says Crocker.
Sarah Blackwell says, “They are really phenomenal and surprise us daily. The young adults have
been instructed in speaking of Shakespeare’s dialogue and stage combat for this production, we
even had a boot camp in order to help them to get
into character”
The cast, includes local youth: John Sfarnas (Romeo), Sara Kahler (Juliet), Caleb Caudill, Aaron
Haecker, Daniel Russell, Brandon Shockey, Sa-

mantha Strong, Justin Thurston, Kelly Lawyer,
Callie Gibson, John Barbagallo, Matt McClanahan
with professional actors: Sarah Blackwell, Matt
Baldoni, Rick Hesson, Phil Luttrell, Chris Whitney, Carly Cramer,. The play is directed by Warner
Crocker and Set Design by Til Turner, Costume
Design by Tamara Carruthers and Lighting Design
by Christopher Ham.
Wayside Theatre’s “Romeo and Juliet” will be
performed at Skyline High School, 151 Skyline
View Road in Front Royal.
Romeo and Juliet official opening night is Friday,
March 21 at 7:30 PM. Performances will continue through March 29th. Ticket prices are $12 to
$15 dollars for adults and $10 for children 5 to 17.
Group discounts are also available. Performances
are on Friday and Saturday evenings March 21, 22,
28 and 29 and on Thursday evening, March 27 at
7:30 PM., Saturday matinees at 2:30 PM and Student matinees will also be available school classes.
Wayside Theatre is the second oldest professional theatre in the Commonwealth of Virginia
and is celebrating its 46th season of presenting
high quality, professional entertainment in 20072008. Single tickets, subscription packages and
group packages can be obtained by calling the Box
Office at (540) 869-1776. Additional information
can be obtained on the theatre’s website at HYPERLINK “http://www.waysidetheatre.org” www.
waysidetheatre.org. Wayside Theatre is located in
Middletown, Virginia on Route 11, Main Street,
just north of the intersection of I-66 and I-81.

“Driving Miss Daisy” is Wayside Theatre’s 2007-2008 Season Closer
From a release:
Wayside Theatre Artistic Director Warner Crocker today
announced Wayside Theater will
present the Alfred Uhry’s Pulitzer Prize winning Comedy Drama “Driving Miss Daisy.” The final production in the 2007-2008
Season will be presented at the
Royal Phoenix Theatre in Front
Royal, VA. Driving Miss Daisy
opens April 5 and continues
through April 26.
The story defines Daisy, an elderly Jewish lady and her point
of view through a network of
relationships and emotions by
focusing on her home life, her
synagogue, friends, family, fears,
and concerns. The place is the
Deep South, the time 1948, just
prior to the civil rights upheaval
in the United States. Having recently demolished another car,
Daisy Wertham, a rich, crusty

and sharp-tongued widow of 72,
is informed by her businessman
son that henceforth she must
rely on the services of a chauffeur. The person he hires for
the job is a thoughtful, unemployed black man, Hoke, whom
Miss Daisy immediately regards
with disdain and who, in turn,
is not favorably impressed with
his employer’s patronizing tone
and, he believes, her latent prejudice. But, in a series of absorbing, revealing scenes, spanning
25 years and filled with warm
humor and glinting insights, the
two, despite their mutual differences, grow ever closer to and
more dependent on each other,
until, eventually, they become
almost a couple.
Warner Crocker, Artistic Director, announces the cast of
audience favorites and Wayside
Theatre veterans: Faith Potts
(Grace and Glorie, Foxfire),

James Fleming (A Christmas
Story, Killer Angels, God’s Man
in Texas, A Closer Walk with
Patsy Cline) and Elliot Dash
(Othello) and the play is directed by Warner Crocker and Set
Design by Til Turner, Costume
Design by Tamara Carruthers
and Lighting Design by Christopher Ham.
“Driving Miss Daisy” official
opening night is Sunday, April
6 at 6:30pm.
Performances
will continue through April 26.
Ticket prices are $23 to $28 dollars for adults. Prices for children 17 and under are $10 for
any show. Group discounts are
also available. Wayside Theatre
2008-2009 Subscriptions for the
season with options that fit any
budget and any schedule are on
sale.

From a release:
Washington, D.C. – Rep. Frank Wolf (R-10), along with the other
members of the Virginia congressional delegation, will sponsor the
21th annual “Academy Day” on Saturday, April 5, for students interested in attending one of the nation’s service academies.
The year’s program will be at the new Museum of the Marine
Corps on Route 1 near the main gate of Quantico Marine Corps
Base in Triangle. Registration begins at 9 a.m.; the formal program
is from 9:30 - 11:30 p.m.
Representatives from the Naval Academy , the United States
Military Academy , the Air Force Academy , the Merchant Marine
Academy and the Coast Guard Academy will be on hand to explain the admission process and answer questions. Information on
ROTC programs also will be available.
“Academy Day gives students throughout the region the opportunity to find out more about the application process to some of the
nation’s top educational institutions,” Wolf said. “I am pleased we
are carrying on this fine tradition.”
For more information regarding Academy Day, or directions to
the museum, contact Suzanne Grimsley in Wolf ’s office at (703)
709-5800 or 1-800-945-9653.

“Be Kind, Rewind”
Running time: 101 minutes
MPAA rating: PG-13
Director Michel Gondry’s “Eternal
Sunshine of the Spotless Mind” is one
of my favorite films, so I was really
looking forward to seeing “Be Kind,
Rewind.”
The film stars Jack Black, Mos Def
and Danny Glover. Glover is the owner of a small video rental shop in Passaic, N.J., that must be the only video
store in the universe that still rents
VHS — and VHS only.
Glover’s assistant is Mike (Mos
Def). Together they try to eke out a living and keep the business afloat in
spite of the aggressive attempts by the
city to gentrify his block and shut the
store down.
Mike’s buddy Jerry (Jack Black) is a
tin-foil-hat-wearing kook who lives in
a trailer down the street. One night
while trying to sabotage the power station, Jerry somehow becomes “magnetized.”
He walks into the video store the
next day and accidentally erases every
tape in the store.
The boys panic when their regular
daily customer Miss Falewicz (Mia
Farrow) shows up for her daily rental.
She wants to rent “Ghostbusters.”
They tell her to come back in a few

hours.
Feverishly, the pair videotape a 20minute version of the film, which they
rent to the woman. She shows it to her
nephews, who realize the DIY version
they’re watching isn’t the actual
movie. But they don’t care. They want
to see more handmade remakes of
movies.
Almost overnight, people from the
neighborhood are wrapped around the
building with requests for Mike & Jerry’s films.

Jack Black
Because of Gondry’s reputation, I
knew “Be Kind, Rewind” would have
a kooky, ridiculous and nearly unbelievable premise.
I didn’t care.
I was swept away by the sweetness
and innocence of the film. “Be Kind,
Rewind” is like a modern-day fairy
tale. There’s an almost Frank Capraesque charm to the film that makes it
endearing.
“Be Kind, Rewind,” although not as
good as “Eternal Sunshine of the
Spotless Mind,” is a wonderful, sweet
little movie that’s well worth your
time and money.
GRADE: B
© 2008 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Watch out! Your boss is coming around the corner!
March 17-23, 2008
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Briefs

Foodway robbed

Foodway in Bentonville, VA. Photo by Gary Shank.
From a release:
On Wednesday, March 19, at approximately 8:20 p.m., a male
subject entered the Foodway Superette off U.S. 340 South in Bentonville and demanded money from the clerk. A small black handgun was displayed. The male subject left the store on foot with an
undetermined amount of money.
The subject is described as a clean-shaven white male, 24 to 28
years of age, 5’6” to 5’7” in height. The robber wore a dark hooded
sweatshirt, sunglasses and dark hat.
The Warren County Sheriff ’s Office is investigating the
matter. Anyone with information should call Investigator Laura
Klutz at 540-635-4128.

Real estate taxes will stay flat at 45 cents
Assessments adjusted to produce $522k of additional revenue
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Perhaps bowing to the public aftershock of last year’s real estate reassessment, the Warren County
Board of Supervisors unanimously voted to advertise the 2009 fiscal year budget with no real estate tax
increase.
However, that vote of unanimity came after a 3-2 split on a vote to include the possibility of a 1-cent
increase in the budget advertisement.
Board of Supervisors Chairman Archie Fox suggested advertising a 1-cent real estate tax increase
– just in case.
“That doesn’t mean we have to do it, it just gives us the option if it’s needed,” Fox said. However, Glenn
White’s motion to include the 1-cent tax increase in the budget advertisement was defeated by a 3-2 vote
after receiving no second. Only Fox joined White in supporting the county keeping its tax option open
at a 1-cent increase.
Consequently the current real estate tax rate will remain at 45 cents per $100 of value. Last year the
real estate tax was lowered from 82 cents by state law after the 2007 reassessment raised residential real
estate values by an average of about 90 percent. The board voted in a 3-cent increase to the adjusted real
estate rate of 42 cents last year, accounting for the current rate.
The county is advertising a still fluid budget submitted at $87.19 million, with a local General Fund
revenue requirement of $57.67 million. Staff noted those numbers could change due to fluctuations in
state and federal numbers.
A 4-percent upward adjustment to real estate tax assessments is forecast to produce an additional
$522,816 of county revenue that could accommodate an additional 2-percent in the public school budget. The school board has requested a 7-percent increase. Without the real estate tax reassessment the
county would likely have to cap the school increase at 5 percent, staff said.
Last year’s budget was $84.04 million, with a $54.26 million county General Fund contribution.
The is year’s budget includes the 7-percent public school increase ($1.3 million), as well as 2.5 percent
COLA and 2.5 percent STEP staff salary increases, and a half-percent General Fund contribution.

Basics – Getting Started

Create a New Look for the Space You Live In
By Heather Heiston
Warren County Report

As you stand back and look at the
room you are planning to redecorate
you think to yourself, “Where do I
begin?” Creating a new look can take
a lot of planning. Many people who
skip over planning and go right onto
buying, soon realize that what they
purchased did not fit their functional
needs. Below are some questions to
think about when determining how
space in the rooms of your home
should function.
· What are the respective needs of
each family member? Are children
going to be doing homework in the
room? Does a family member have
special activities that require the
room to have areas for hobbies?
· What about your regular leisure time
activities? Are you going to need a
space to sit down and read, or perhaps
an area for television viewing? Some
households need a gaming area or a
place to have a computer.

· Will the room be used by only adults,
or by the entire family (including the
family pet)? The ages and number of
children using the space, how many
friends that they entertain, and even
the family pet can affect many features of the rooms plans: finishes,
surfaces, layout, and lighting.
· Will you entertain in that room? If
you have a large family or entertain
many friends, it’s important to have
enough seating so that everyone is
comfortable.

· What do you and your family members like to sit on the most? People
in the same family often feel most
comfortable in seats that have very
different dimensions: seat height, seat
depth and back height. It’s a challenge
to design around one spouse who is
very tall and the other is short, because a chair or sofa that accommodates the short person likely will not
feel comfortable for someone who is
tall. Spaces need more than one type
of seating in these circumstances.
· Is your overall storage space insuf-

ficient? Since knocking down a wall
to make more room for storage is
typically not the practical thing to do,
consider ottomans or benches with
storage and cabinets with doors that
can close to hide unsightly objects.
Once you are on your way, starting the first phases of your decorating project, I would suggest writing
them down and keeping your ideas
in a folder. Use the same folder to
store magazine photos of designs and
rooms that you like, your favorite color schemes, and even those valuable
‘Practical Decorating’ tips that come
your way (wink, wink)!

(Heather Heiston is a DecorDesigner
with the national interior decorating franchise, Decor & You. She will
be holding a Decorating with Color
Workshop at Samuels Public Library
in Front Royal on Sunday April 6th
from 1 to 3pm. For more information please contact Heather at 703505-2023 or hhesiton@decorandyou.
com. You can also visit www.decorandyou.com/hheiston)
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Activities and events
EASTER
3/23/2008

Rockland Road. There is an admission. For more information please call
(540)635-9194.

Have a wonderful Easter holiday!
Town Council Meeting
3/24/2008 - 7:00pm
The Front Royal Town Council meets
tonight at the Warren County Government Center located at 220 N. Commerce Avenue.
Flea Market
3/28/2008 & 3/29/2008 - 8:00am
- 2:00pm
A flea market and yard sale is being
held today at the Browntown Community Center located in Browntown,
Virginia. You are invited to enjoy this
day to find that special something.
Proceeds benefit the Browntown
Community Center. More information
is available by calling (540)636-3588.
Library Event
4/6/2008 - 1:00pm - 3:00pm
Heather Heiston, professional Interior
Decorator with a national decorating
franchise, Decor & You, will hold “Decorating with Color” Workshop today at
Samuels Public Library. This event is
sponsored by the Friends of Samuels
Library. More Information is available
at (540)635-3153.

Bluegrass Party
4/11/2008 - 7:00pm - 10:00pm
Everyone is invited to Browntown’s
Bluegrass Pickin’ Party held at the
Browntown Coumunity Center in
Browntown, Virginia. You will hear gospel and old time music by acoustic instruments only. All levels of musicians
are welcome. Food & drinks are available for sale. Event will be canceled
if Warren County Schools are closed
due to weather. For more information:
(540)778-4777 or (540)636-3588. All
proceeds benefit the Browntown Community Center.
Gala & Auction
4/12/2008 - 6:30pm - 11:00pm
The Rotary Club of Linden will hold
its Second Annual Gala and Auction
tonight. Follow the yellow brick road
to an “Emeralds and Rubies” celebration. Money raised will be used for a
playground in Linden. The evening
will include a cocktail hour, dinner,
silent and live auction and dancing
to music of Jump Alley (a local band
from the Shenandoah Valley). Formal
attire. Tickets are limited. For more
information please call (540)671-6426
or (540)636-9984 or visit the website
www.lindenrotary.org

BAR Meeting
4/8/2008 - 7:30pm
The Front Royal Board of Architectural
Review (BAR) meets in the Town Hall
3rd Floor Conference Room located at
16 N. Royal Avenue.

Spring Clean Up
4/12/2008 - 8:00am - 2:00pm

Warren County - Spring 2008 Residential Clean-Up Day is today!! Open
containers for bulky items, such as old
furniture & appliances will be at (2)
County Locations: VDOT Park n’Ride
Fashion Show
located on Dismal Hollow Road at
4/11/2008 - 6:00pm
Linden and Transfer Station located
Tonight is the 2nd Annual Fashion on Shangri-La Road in Bentonville.
Show “An Asian Garden” to benefit Oil/Paint accepted at Transfer StaMarch 17-23, 2008
the Warren County Council on Do- tion only. Tires accepted at Transfer
mestic Violence. It is being held at Station only (max 20). Remember to
the North Warrren Fire Hall located on cover/secure your loads. Sponsored

by: County of Warren, Anti-Litter
Council of Front Royal/WarrenCounty
and Allied Waste. All vehicles must
display current County/Town Windshield Decal or County Waste Decal.
More information is available by calling (540)636-4600.

band and much more!! The ride to
the Browntown Community Center
is 8 miles of beautiful Redbud trees.
All proceeds benefit the Browntown
Community Center. For more information please call (540)636-1482 or
(540)635-6811.

Town Council Meeting
4/14/2008 - 7:00pm

BZA Meeting
4/21/2008 - 6:30pm

Puzzles

17-23,
The Front Royal Town Council March
meets The
Front 2008
Royal Board of Zoning Aptonight in the Warren County Govern- peals (BZA) meets tonight in the Warment Center located at 220 N. Com- ren County Government Center locatmerce Avenue.
ed at 220 N. Commerce Avenue.
Planning Commission Meeting
4/16/2008 - 7:00pm

Elizabeth B. Sherman Memorial
Blood Drive
4/24/2008 - Noon - 6:00pm

Games

The Front Royal Planning Commission
meets tonight in the Warren County Front Royal United Methodist Church,
Government Center March
located at17-23,
220 N. 2008
Main Street
Commerce Avenue.
6th Annual Shrimp, Oyster & BBQ
Springfest 2008
Fest
4/19/2008 - 11:00am - 5:30pm
4/26/2008 - 4:00 pm - 8:00 pm
The 3rd Annual RMA Springfest will
be held today. It is FREE and open to
the community. It will feature indoor/
outdoor games, bounce rides and
entertainment and will be held rain or
shine. Parade at 11:00am and Spring
Concert at 4:00pm.
Redbud Festival
4/19/2008 - 9:00am - 3:00pm
Come out and enjoy the 2008 Redbud Festival held at the Browntown
Community Center in Browntown, Virginia. It’s a full day of Old Time craft
demonstrators, house tours, Browntown items for sale, lunch, games,
herb & redbud plants sale, music on
classic instruments by the Tuscarora

Grounds of Ivy Lodge on Chester St
Main Street Melodies
4/26/2008 - 2:00pm - 3:00pm
Enjoy the sounds of jazz, big band,
classical oldies and instrumental favorites from D.J. Mike at the Gazebo
located in Downtown Front Royal.
Shrimp/Oyster Fest
4/26/2008 - 4:00pm - 8:00pm

—10—

Wellness Expo
4/26/2008 - 8:00am - 12:00pm
You are invited to the annual Warren
Memorial Wellness Expo today held
at the Warren County High School located on Westminister Drive.
Town Council Meeting
4/28/2008 - 7:00pm
The Front Royal Town Council meets
tonight in the Warren County Government Center located at 220 N. Commerce Avenue.
Church Notice
The Warren Charge of the United
Methodist Church will be holding a
revival,April 6-9. The speaker will
be the Rev. LeRoy Jones, leader of
evangelistic activities in the US, Ecuador, Ghana, Nigeria, and Zimbabwe.
Special music will be provided by Peg
Jones, SBG and others. The schedule
of services will be: Bennett’s Chapel
UMC (3.7 miles west of Rt. 340 on Rivermont Drive), April 6 at 8:45AM and
April 9 at 7:00PM; Asbury UMC(2.8
miles south on Rt. 340 from Rivermont
Drive junction), April 6 at 10:00AM and
April 8 at 7:00PM; Limeton UMC(5.7
miles south on Rt. 340 from Rivermont
Drive junction), April 6 at 11:45AM and
April 7 at 7:00PM. Come join us for
worship and17-23,
spiritual renewal.”
March
2008

Puzzles

The Front Royal/Warren County
American Red Cross will hold an allyou-can-eat Shrimp and Oyster Fest
today on the grounds of Belle Boyd
Cottage at 101 Chester Street. Tickets
are $50.00/person and all proceeds

Games

help the local transportation and disaster response programs. There will
also be a silent auction. Please call
(540)635-2333 for more information
and tickets.

[Please e-mail church notices to:
editor@warrencountyreport.com]
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Place your classified ad in the most widely-read newspaper in Warren County by calling
Melissa Barnett at (540) 635-4542.

Didn’t finish High School?
You need your GED!
Want to get it FREE?
FREE GED Practice Tests & Classes
Blue Ridge Technical Center & Samuels Library

(540)667-9744 or (800) 435-5945
www.frederick.k12.va.us/djh/adulted
Must be 18 or older to participate
Northern Shenandoah Valley Adult Education

Classifieds
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Tune Up
Most 4 Cyl Gas Engine Cars
$49.95 Labor
A Performance Transmissions & Auto Care
190 S. Commerce Ave
Front Royal, VA 22630
(540) 636-4193
Offer Valid Through April 30, 2008

Remanufactured Transmission
1982 - 2000 Chevy Gas Truck 4x4
700R4 $850
4L60E $850

Oil Change
Most Cars
$15 Labor

Timing Belt Replacement
Most 4 Cyl Gas Engine Cars
$250 Labor

A Performance Transmissions & Auto Care
190 S. Commerce Ave
Front Royal, VA 22630
(540) 636-4193

A Performance Transmissions & Auto Care
190 S. Commerce Ave
Front Royal, VA 22630
(540) 636-4193

A Performance Transmissions & Auto Care
190 S. Commerce Ave
Front Royal, VA 22630
(540) 636-4193

Offer Valid Through April 30, 2008

Offer Valid Through April 30, 2008

Offer Valid Through April 30, 2008

Remanufactured Transmission
1985 - 2000 GM Cars
2 WD Gas Engines
4T60E - $850

Front Brake Pad Replacement
Most Cars
$65 Labor

Transmission Flush
Most Cars
$69 Labor

A Performance Transmissions & Auto Care
190 S. Commerce Ave
Front Royal, VA 22630
(540) 636-4193

A Performance Transmissions & Auto Care
190 S. Commerce Ave
Front Royal, VA 22630
(540) 636-4193

A Performance Transmissions & Auto Care
190 S. Commerce Ave
Front Royal, VA 22630
(540) 636-4193

Offer Valid Through April 30, 2008

Offer Valid Through April 30, 2008

Offer Valid Through April 30, 2008

Remanufactured Transmission
1965 - 2000 Ford Cars
Front Wheel Drive
AXOD $795
AXODE $895
AX4N $995
CD4E $995

Remanufactured Transmission
1965 - 2000 Ford Cars
Rear Wheel Drive
C4, C6, FMX $500
AOD $650
AODE $750

Remanufactured Transmission
1965 - 2000 Ford Gas Trucks 4x4
C6 Models $500
AOD Models $650
E40D $995
4R100 $1,200

A Performance Transmissions & Auto Care
190 S. Commerce Ave
Front Royal, VA 22630
(540) 636-4193

A Performance Transmissions & Auto Care
190 S. Commerce Ave
Front Royal, VA 22630
(540) 636-4193

A Performance Transmissions & Auto Care
190 S. Commerce Ave
Front Royal, VA 22630
(540) 636-4193

Offer Valid Through April 30, 2008

Offer Valid Through April 30, 2008

Offer Valid Through April 30, 2008

