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The news

Credit card suspect arrested
in MS
On Saturday, April 18, 2009, officers from the Gulfport (Mississippi) Police Department arrested
Ryan Nicholas O’Donnell, 37, of
Gulfport, Mississippi. O’Donnell
was wanted for felony credit card
theft in Front Royal, Virginia.

On April 13, Front Royal police
received a complaint from Asa
Pitkin of East Stonewall Drive,
Front Royal. Pitkin advised that
approximately $2,252 in purchases from Florida and Mississippi had been made from his
credit card account without his
authorization. Investigator David
Fogle of the Front Royal Police
Department, through his investigation, traced the purchases to
O’Donnell and obtained a warrant for his arrest.
Gulfport authorities arrested
O’Donnell on a fugitive warrant
in relation to the Virginia charges. During the investigation, case
agent Investigator Fogle also
uncovered suspicious activity
of O’Donnell which may be indicative of impersonating a law
enforcement officer in the South
Mississippi area. The information
was relayed to authorities there
and the investigation into that

The Ultimate Father’s Day Gift!

activity continues. O’Donnell
was held without bond pending
an extradition hearing. The investigation in both jurisdictions
continues and anyone with information is asked to contact Investigator Fogle with the Front Royal
Criminal Investigations Division
at 540-636-2208.
Front Royal resident to be
honored in DC for volunteer
work
MetLife Foundation Older Volunteers Enrich America Awards
will honor 25 Americans over age
50. Dennis Blome, 71, from Front
Royal will be honored for helping
1,100 fellow seniors understand
various drug programs and plans
and protecting seniors from fraud
and abuse scams.

The Obama Administration
is encouraging Americans of all
ages to serve their communities.
The National Association of Area
Agencies on Aging (n4a) and
MetLife Foundation will honor
recipients of the 2009 MetLife
Foundation Older Volunteers
Enrich America Awards. The
program, now in its seventh year,
honors older volunteers making exemplary contributions to
their communities and promotes
volunteering among older adults
nationwide. Award winners will
travel to Washington , DC for a
ceremony in their honor.
Dennis Blome, 71, of Front Royal, VA is being honored in Washington, DC for volunteering to
counsel over 1,100 seniors with
signing up for the right Medicare
plans since 2006. By taking the

Better yet, maybe he’ll even start cooking you dinner!
Call today and he could be cooking on Fathers Day!

Great Gift Ideas, including:
Books, Pewter, Brass & Pottery
Locally Handcrafted Gift Items
& Much More

Proceeds benefit the Warren Heritage Society

540-635-9808

68 Sandy Hook Lane • Huntly, VA

MLS#RP7006363 • $895,500

built by Buracker Construction LLC.

101 Chester Street
Front Royal, VA
(540) 636-1446
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 4 pm

www.samsneadrealty.com • Fax: 540-635-7128 • Toll Free: 800-292-3548

$895,500

Stone Bar-B-Q Pit

Ivy Lodge
Gift Shop

437-A South Royal Avenue
Front Royal, VA 22630

BEAUTIFUL COLONIAL
with the ultimate in modern living in a picturesque
setting surrounded by
rolling hills and beautiful
farm land. Year around 360
views. High quality custom
home with many upgrades,
built in bookcases,9Ft.
ceilings, open 2 story
foyer, first floor MBR/
porch, oak floors, fireplace, screened in back porch,3 brick porches on
front. Convenient location…5 minutes to I66, 25 minutes to Warrenton.

Let him be the envy of his friends with a

time to explain the various drug
programs and options, Dennis
has helped seniors solve billing
programs and pick the best drug

Loving, Warren County
couple
wishing
to privately adopt
a newborn. Will
provide secure home,
unconditional love and
l a u g h t e r. E x p e n s e s
paid. Please call:

(866) 317-8054
Viviane & Mike

Remodel Bath Groups Starting at $699
Featuring Toto and Gerber Toilets
Sold by & Installed by Professionals
501 E. Main St., Front Royal, VA

ADA Upgrades Available

Buracker Construction LLC
Custom Homes and Construction Services
2594 Stonewall Jackson Hwy, Bentonville, VA 22610

540-636-1879 or buracker@comcast.net

Buracker-construction.com
Call us today to discuss your special project!

ST NDARD SUPPLY

ST NDARD SUPPLY

635-4547
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plans, among other things. Dennis also volunteered to deliver
Meals on Wheels to homebound
seniors and he served as a volunteer tax counselor with the AARP
Tax Aid program. Dennis has
grown into an ardent advocate

for the protection of seniors from
fraud and abuse scams over the
years.
The event is May 1 at 11:45 am at
the Washington Plaza Hotel, Ten
Thomas Circle, NW, Washington, DC.

Mountain Mystic
Trading Company

We’ve doubled our showroom!
Offering a wide variety of sterling silver and gemstone jewelry,
chimes, rock and mineral specimens, books, cards, journals, relaxing and meditative music, tapestries, candles, incense, fragrance
and essentials oils, stickers, antique jade carvings, and so many
more one of a kind items!

The news

Distraction–free driving
encouraged

ing action occurred within three
seconds of the incident. (http://
www.vtti.vt.edu/PDF/100-Car_
Press-Release.pdf ).
“We recognize the need to raise
awareness about the dangers of
distracted driving,” says Chief
Furr. “All drivers would benefit
by making the commitment to
eliminate their dangerous driving
habits.” Driving while distracted
may be described as any activity
that takes one’s eyes and/or mind
off of the task of driving.
Common distractions behind the wheel include eating
or drinking, personal grooming,
cell phone use, or reading, just to
mention a few activities.

Chief Richard Furr has announced that the Front Royal
Police Department is joining
Governor Tim Kaine, DRIVE
SMART Virginia, the Virginia
Highway Safety Office and the
Virginia State Police in recognizing April 29th as Distracted Driving Awareness Day in Virginia.
Distracted Driving is recognized
as one of the major factors in
most roadway crashes.
A Virginia Tech Transportation
Institute study determined that
in 8 of 10 crashes and 65 percent
of near-crashes, a distracted driv-

Cell phone use is recognized
as a major distraction. In fact, a
University of Utah study shows
that a person talking on a cell
phone is four times more likely
to get into a crash than someone
driving without distraction from

Spring is a great time to look at property.
Builder and Surveyor available to show you the land at
your convenience.

Looking for a builder? Call Buracker Construction LLC
540-636-1879 or visit buracker-construction.com
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Service All Brands

Located in scenic Bentonville, VA this new mountain community of 10 lots (7 lots left
for sale) ranging from 5 to 11 acres has something for everyone. Lot 2 has views and
a pond and several lots have a stream going through them. High speed DSL Internet
will be available! For additional information, call Buracker Construction LLC, 540-6361879 or visit our website @ mountainbrookestates.net. Prices start at 129,999 up to
229,999. Directions from Front Royal: Take Rt. 340 South 9 miles to Bentonville. Turn
left on Bentonville-Browntown Road. Go 1 mile and turn left on Lockhart Lane. At the
end of Lockhart Lane, turn right. Subdivision begins at sign. Lots are marked. For
more information or to schedule an ATV tour please call Buracker Construction LLC
540-636-1879 or via e-mail at buracker@comcast.net

* Birthday Parties! *

Star
Trek

Open everyday from 10-6, except Sunday from 12-5 and closed on Wednesdays

Have you been looking for that special piece of land to build
your full time, weekend or vacation home? If so, Mountain
Brook Estates may be just what you’re looking for.

www.royal-cinemas.com



215 South Street • Front Royal • 635-6318

Mountain Brook Estates

Main Street • Front Royal, VA

Showtimes: 622-9997

Residential & Commercial

$500 REBATE

Free Estimates on Replacements

Up to

$1500 TAX
CREDIT

On Any Qualified
Complete System
Replacement

On Any Qualified
Energy Star Replacement

This offer is not valid with any other offer or
previous purchase. Expires 5/30/09.

This offer is not valid with any other offer or previous
purchase. Call about Tax Credit Details. Expires 5/30/09.

Faquier and Warren Counties

540-631-9670

$20 OFF
Total Comfort
Tune-Up
Regularly $79.95, now $59.95, this offer is
not valid with any other offer or previous
purchase. Expires 5/30/09.

AireServ.com/bullrun

Locally owned & operated by LCI Services.
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the phone. For someone texting
when driving, the likelihood is six
times higher.
Governor Tim Kaine recently
signed into law a bill that will
prohibit text messaging behind
the bill. This law takes effect on
July 1, 2009.
Drivers can pledge to drive distraction free at www.drivesmartva.org

seemed to be garlic mustard,
which the settlers brought over
from Europe for medicinal purposes. The students also uprooted European invasives – wintercress and mullein to allow room
for the park’s native plants to
thrive.
While weeding a National Park

seems an overwhelming task,
the students learned that every
little bit helps. 6th grader Emmy
Boucher also participated last
year and noticed that the plants
were smaller this year. “It took
more weeds to fill up a bag, but it
was easier to pull them up by the
root. It was hard work, but we

made it fun by singing and pretending that the weeds were delicious bites of food. We got really
hungry!”
The students wrapped up their
Earth Day adventure with a picnic lunch in the park. They are
looking forward to another work
party in a few weeks, along with
a hike with one of the park rangers. The students, teachers and
parents wish to thank National
Park Service Supervisor, Robin
IF YOU’RE NOT AT
George L Karnes II
YOUR LAST JOB, YOUR
Williams, and another volunteer
Financial Advisor
401(k) SHOULDN’T BE
naturalist, Ted Pryor, for guiding
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THE RIGHT INVESTMENTS IN YOUR IRA CAN
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To learn about the benefits of an
Edward Jones IRA, call or visit today.
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115 N Royal Ave
Front Royal, VA 22630
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www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Students Fight for Natives at
Park
In honor of Earth Day, Mountain Laurel Montessori School
students fought back against invasive plants in the Shenandoah
National Park . Armed with only
their muscles and gloves, the 5th
and 6th graders picked 18 bags of
invasive weeds to make room for
the emerging shoots of jack-inthe-pulpit, mayapple and skunk
cabbage that are native to this region.
The most prevalent invasive
found in the park this spring

Serving Warren & All Surrounding Counties
“Producers of Quality Buildings for 36 years”
• Re-roof & Re-side Existing Structures
• Horse Barns & Arenas
• Commercial Buildings
• Machinery Storages
• Garages

1.800.842.0276 • timberlinebuildings@hotmail.com

www.timberlinebuildings.com
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WHY
DO YOU THINK FOLKS ARE
DRIVING FOR HOURS TO GET HERE AND
BUY? BECAUSE OF THE GREAT DEALS AND SELECTION! IF YOU BUY WITHOUT CHECKING HERE
FIRST, YOU WILL NEVER FORGIVE
YOURSELF!

JEEP
WRANGLERS
Solid Rust Free Frames and Like New Late
Model Wranglers. Don’t drive all over creation and waste days looking at several
Wranglers. See 12-20 Wranglers on one lot
at all times. Below is the current inventory.
More coming in daily.
• 1988 Wrangler, Off White , 6 cylinder, 5 spd, Hard
Doors w/sliding windows, soft top $3250 Rugged
4x4!
• 1990 Wrangler Red, 4 cylinder, Hard Top, Full Hard
Doors, No mods, no abuse. CLEAN! $4500 SOLD! (
A gentleman named Nate drove all the way up from
Richmond to get this little sweetheart. He said we’re
thousands cheaper than anyone else! Brought his
dog, Wally with him and he liked all of our Jeeps. He
washed the tires on a few.Nice folks!)
• 1991 Wrangler New Black paint, 4 Cylinder Hard
Top, Full Hard Doors, all original, Sweetheart of a
Jeep! $4790
• 1992 Wrangler Black , 4 cylinder, 5 spd, Conv.
Top, Half Hard Doors, Big Tires. Hurry and I’ll take
$3990 for it. I may have it painted. If I do it will be
considerably higher.
• 1994 Wrangler Red , 6 cylinder, 5spd, Tan Hard
Top, Full Hard Doors $4590, super nice inside. Convertible weather is here! Nice Jeep.

CARS
• 1994 Buick Century, 69K MILES! Auto, A/C, NICE
car that’ll get 30mpg. Owned by an older couple.
New Tires, brakes, exhaust. Great for a commuter
car or a graduation present. $2990
• 1997 Subaru, Outback Wagon, AWD, 5 spd,
Green. $3990
• 2000 Ford Focus Wagon, Blue, Automatic Runs
Great! $3490
• 1993 Oldsmobile Cutlass CONVERTIBLE! Blue
with a white top. Only 79K original miles! New tires
and wheels, impeccably maintained. Drives great,
tight and smooth. You’ll have to drive it to believe a
car in this condition at this price. WOW! $3990

TRUCKS & SUV’s
• 1990 Ford F-150, 4x4, Short Bed, Power Windows, locks, A/C, V-8, 5 speed, Red, You’ll be happy
as a clam with this great truck! $3990
• 1994 Chevrolet 2500, 4x4, Ext. Cab, Auto, THIS
TRUCK WILL NOT BE HERE LONG! Hurry!!!
$3990
• 1999 Chevrolet S-10 Long Bed, Blue, Automatic
2WD, long bed with Matching Cap, New brakes and
rotors, $2990
• 2000 GMC Sierra, White, Full Size, Long Bed
Work Truck SOLD! (To a smart man from Middletown, Mark, who knew a great deal when he saw
it! $2990)
• 2001 Ford Expedition, 4x4. Just In! Black with

• 1997 Wrangler Red, Black Soft Top, 6 Cylinder, 5
Spd,Sharp! Best Buy in Town. $5490
• 1998 Jeep Wrangler, Sea Foam Green, 5 spd,
A/C, very pretty, unusual color and NICE. $5990
• 1993 Wrangler Silver, Sahara, 6 cylinder, AUTOMATIC Black Soft Top, CA Jeep, Incredibly Nice! I’ve
seen a lot of Jeeps, never a ‘93 this nice. The new
top of the line stereo and speaker system will knock
your socks off. If you want to ride in the open, don’t
hassle with taking the top off, it’s a breeze...simply
flip two handles and this top of the line top simply
slides back exposing blue skies and sunshine.
You’re riding in the breeze, topless, that easy. It’s a
very expensive, top of the line top. The Interior has
been professionally rhino lined. Seats are beautiful.
Nothing else to compare it to. Meticulously maintained. I want to keep this one! Better hurry before
I change my mind. $6590 SOLD! (Dick and Tricia
drove all the way here from above Hagerstown, MD
and fell in love with this little jewel. They HAD to
have it. I’m happy it has a good home! But I’m sorry
for all of you who looked at it and wanted to think it
over. You missed a one in a million.)
• 1997 Wrangler Slate Blue/Tan Hard Top, 4 cylinder, 5 spd, Full Hard Doors, NICE JEEP! This is
a rare Wrangler. You’ve got to see it. $5990 SOLD!
(Rebecca drove all the way here from Nelson County. She said she was tired of running all over, looking
at overpriced Jeeps. Her reaction when she pulled
on the lot: WOW! If I can’t find a Jeep here, I can’t
find one anywhere! And they are so much cheaper

than anywhere we’ve been” We hear these comments a lot.)
• 1998 Wrangler Sahara Green/Tan Top, 6 Cylinder, AUTOMATIC, Soft Top, Hard Doors, highly
sought after model. $6750
• 1999 Wrangler Black/Black Soft Top, 4 Cylinder,
AUTOMATIC, LIFTED, Custom Tires & Wheels.
Mean Look! $6890
• 2000 Wrangler YELLOW! Black Soft Top. Popular, hard to find color. I’ve had only 2 in the past year!
4 cylinder, 5 spd, A/C Very Clean, Used to commute,
no off road abuse. $6990
• 2001 Wrangler Blue, Tan Soft Top, 6 Cylinder,
Very nice, only 68K miles! 2 owner, Military Lady
owned. Frame looks like it’s new! $7890 SOLD!
(Mike from Front Royal barely got this one! Jim from
3 hours a way in MD was delayed by half a day getting here to buy it and Mike took advantage of that.
He got a NICE one!)
• 2004 Wrangler GORGEOUS Platinum color,
Black Soft Top, 5 speed, A/C. This Jeep looks in
showroom condition and runs perfect. HURRY!
$8990
• 2005 Wrangler
Silver, Black Soft
Top, 4 Cylinder, 6
speed, Extremely
CLEAN! Looks
like a new vehicle.
Older Couple used it as a convertible to haul the
grandkids around in. Never off the road! $9490

• 2001 SW300 Saturn Wagon, Silver Automatic,
NICE Car, Well Kept, looks super. $4990
• 2003 Mercury Sable, Biege, LS Premium,Auto,
Leather, Sunroof, SUPER GOOD LOOKING $5490
• 1999 Audi A4 Quattro, Silver, AWD, Automatic,
Leather, Sunroof, Only 88K Miles! $6990
• 2001 SW300 Saturn Wagon, Blue, Automatic,
Pretty, Only 59K Miles! Dealer Maintained $5990
• 1991 BMW 325 CONVERTIBLE, Dk. Gray, rare
Automatic, Leather, special edition, Only 56K one
owner miles! Never driven in the snow or rain. Super
rare car for the discerning BMW owner. Priced thousand below others with similar mileage. $7990
• 2003 Nissan Altima, Electric Blue, Automatic
3.5, FAST. 4 Door SPORTS CAR! $6990 SOLD! (A

young lady from Sperryville rushed over here the
minute she saw this car on our website. She just
had to have it. There were 3 people looking at the
car when she pulled on the lot. She jumped out and
said, “Get away from there, that’s my car!” She was
serious! She paid for it on the spot and took it home
with her.)
• 2007 Cadillac CTS,
Silver, 3.6, Automatic,
Only 19K Miles! Loaded, Balance of Bumper
to Bumper Factory
Warranty good through April, 2011 or 50K miles.
This car is priced well below book value. Why buy
new? PRICED TO SELL! $16,900

Gray Leather, Sunroof, rear A/C. Hurry before it’s
gone. Only 61K miles, Loaded. It’s NICE, NICE,
NICE. $8990 12 Month Unlimited Mileage Extended
Service Plan Available!
• 1994 DIESEL Crew Cab (4 full size doors),F-350,
has a $6K custom body with ladder rack/side locking
boxes, 5 spd, cold air conditioning, heavy duty hitch.
GREAT truck for the trades! Runs super and ready
to work. Green in color. This thing is a horse! Only
one available. $3990
• 2002 Ford F-150, 2WD Burgandy, auto, V-8, A/C,
CD, NICE truck. $6490
• 2003 Ford Supercab, 4x4, White, Work Truck,
Hurry! Someone is going to steal this truck! $6990
SOLD! (Yep, I knew it. Johnny from Stafford, VA, just
had to have this truck.)
• 2000 Dodge Dakota, 4x4, Silver, Club Cab 4x4,

5 spd, Very nice and superbly maintained $6450
SOLD! (Bob from Woodstock said this was the best
deal on a truck he’d seen. He actually bought 2
trucks from me, he liked the price so much.)
• 2002 Ford Ranger, Supercab, Tan, 4x4, Automatic Only 82K miles! Priced way below book $6990.
SOLD! (Bob from Woodstock jumped all over this
one! He didn’t even have to call his wife to buy it!)
• 2007 Tahoe, LT
New Body Style,
4x4, Black Beauty,
Cashmere Leather Interior, loaded,
new tires, balance of factory warranty for almost 2
more years. This Tahoe looks as perfect as any ’07,
‘08 or ‘09 you will find anywhere at thousands of dollars less. Unbelievably priced at $22,900

www.jeepsAmillion.com
Call me, Danny, about the
biggest selection of Jeep
Wranglers in the MidAtlantic at 540.635.5209
or anytime on my cell at
703.475.4497!

Call Troy anytime on his cell
at 540.623.5938.

From left, Danny, Happy Customer Leo & Troy!

We Talk Jeep!

FRONT ROYAL AUTO SALES “Home of the Happy Deal!”

411 N. Commerce Ave. • Front Royal, VA 22630

We Will Buy Your Car or Truck! Free
540-635-5209: Written
Appraisal. Just Stop by Anytime.

resonated with Mountain Laurel
5th grader Ethan Martin, “I like
to be in nature and it feels really
good to help out.” For more information about Mountain Laurel Montessori School and new
environmental education initiative, The Nature Lab, visit their
website at www.MountainLaurelMontessori.org. To learn more
about programs and resources
at the Shenandoah National Park
, visit their website at www.nps.
gov/shen.
Pictured: Mountain Laurel student Nichole Hughey holding gart !
n’ ut
Do s O
is
M

lic mustard, one of the invasive
plants the Montessori students
were uprooting in Shenandoah
National Park in honor of Earth
Day.
DUI train crash
Front Royal police responded
to a single vehicle accident with a
train on Wednesday night in the
800 block of Manassas Avenue,
according to Front Royal Police
Chief Richard H. Furr.
At approximately 11:42 pm, a
northbound 2009 Honda Insight
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PERSONALIZED
NOTEPADS
With Every New Printing Order of $45 or More

American Quick Print , Inc.

908 John Marshall Hwy. • Front Royal • (540) 636-4000

PRINTING • COPYING • FA XING • WEB DESIGN

O

&
S
U
R

PC

ILEK

Bringing the resources of a Northern
Virginia law firm to the Valley.
Our practice focuses in the areas of:
Adoption
Family & Children’s Law
Health Law
Wills, Trusts & Estates
Personal Injury Law
Janet L. Ours (Admitted in VA)
David W. Silek (Admitted in VA and DC)
Stephanie Ryan (Admitted in VA and DC)
(703) 361-9700 • (703) 361-6400 (fax)
9306 Grant Avenue, Manassas, VA 20110
www.oaslaw.com
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The news
owned and operated by Gabriel
Charles Storck of Christendom
Drive, Front Royal was struck by
a westbound Norfolk Southern
train. Damage to the Honda was
estimated to be approximately
$10,000 and damage to the train
was minimal.
Corporal S. W. Mauck estimated that the train was traveling
at approximately 15 mph when
it struck the Honda on the front
passenger side and dragged the
vehicle approximately 74 feet after the impact. There were no injuries reported in the crash.
Storck was arrested at the scene
of the crash and charged with
driving under the influence and
failure to stop at a railroad grade
crossing. Storck was held at the
Warren County Jail on a $1,500
unsecured bond and was issued
an administrative suspension of
his driver’s license. Storck will
appear in the Warren County
General District Court on May
26 to answer to the charges.

livable human environments
and a healthier planet. Green
Home Building is sponsored by
the Friends of Samuels Public Library.

H. Furr of the Front Royal Police
Department wants to remind
residents that there are certain
requirements they have to follow
when conducting yard sales.
In accordance with the Front
Royal Town Code, residents
must obtain a permit for their

Lawyers serving
injured persons
involved in:

Clock
Repair

• Automobile accidents
• Tractor-trailer
accidents
• Wrongful death cases

Expert Repair and
Restoration
of Grandfather, Wall,
and Mantle Clocks

• Workers’
compensation
losses

Highest standards maintained,
all work guaranteed.
Pickup and delivery available.
I make housecalls!

Yard sale rules
With spring in the air and rising temperatures, Chief Richard

Carl N. Lauer

Stan Stocker
Clockmaker
Linden, Va.

(540) 671-3749
stan@stansclockshop.com

Managing Attorney

636-3030

1-800-698-4907

* Cool’s Lawn Care *
#1 in Quality & Service. A cut above the rest
			
			
			

Green Home Building
Green Home Building: An Overview – Saturday, May 9 at 3:00
p.m. at Samuels Public Library.
Green building refers to design
and construction practices that
use energy wisely, protect the
health of occupants, and reduce
the environmental impact of
our built environment. Andrew
Grigsby, Principal and Sustainability Consultant with Commonwealth Sustainability Works
in Culpeper, Virginia, will introduce the principal elements
of green building: site selection;
energy use; water management;
materials; and indoor air quality.
Green choices in all of these areas must complement each other
to make the building as a system
function as needed. Properly designed, green buildings are more
comfortable, more beautiful, and
more affordable. Come and learn
about the future of construction
and how it will help create more

• Lawn mowing • Weed eating
• Mulching		
• Planting
• Trimming of small trees and shrubs

Est. 1985 • Free estimates • Licensed & Insured
Call Steve Cool: 540-683-1629 or 540-933-6687

Grey Wolf
Academy
Front Royal, VA

“Local Knowledge..... Global Reach”

540-675-1675

www.piedmontsir.com
12693 Lee Highway, Washington, Va 22747

2009 Training Classes

VA Concealed Hand Gun Permit
Saturday: 9am - 5pm • $60

May 2 • June 28 • July 25

Info/flyer: 540-635-7816
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yard sales from the Town of Front
Royal Business Office, which is
open Monday through Friday
from 8 AM – 5 PM. A separate
license is required for each day a
yard sale is conducted at an individual residence. The first two
licenses are issued free of charge,
but subsequent licenses incur a
fee of $5.00 each. No more than

six (6) yard sales may be conducted at an individual residence each
calendar year.
The permit also explains where
signs for yard sales can be placed.
Generally, no signs of any type
can be placed on the town’s right
of way at any time. This includes
telephone poles, street sign
posts, beside the street, etc. Signs

PASSAGES TRAVEL
& “We
CRUISES
Do Everything But Pack Your Bags”
Call for an appointment
5%JCTNGU5VTGGVŖ(TQPV4Q[CN8#

 Ŗ  

(CZ  
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The news

placed illegally will be removed
by the police department.
Any questions regarding this
ordinance can be directed to the
police department at 635-2111 or
the Business Office at 635-7799.

now the Sterling Public Library
branch manager for Loudoun
County will start her new job in
mid-May.
Baxter said he is delighted that

Landry Decorators

New Library Director
Samuels Public Library will
have a new director at the helm
for its June move to a new $7 million facility on Criser Road.
Frank Baxter, the President of
the board of trustees announced
….that Mary McGuire Lynch,

30 years experience
Painting (interior/exterior)
Plumbing • Carpentry
General Maintenance
* Licensed & Insured *

540-636-3177

Now Available at Prospect Hill Cemetery: Monuments, Cremation
Urns, Cremation Niches, In Ground Vases, Bronze Flag Holders and
Monument Cleaning

Ms. Lynch will lead the library
system. He noted that “the Board
of Trustees is excited about hiring an energetic and creative

Springfield
Computers
• PC & Mac
• New & Used Sales
• In-Home Repairs
• In-Shop Repairs
510 N. Royal Ave. • Front Royal

540-622-8055

SpringfieldComputers.com

Bradley G. Pollack
Attorney At Law
Criminal, Family, Estate
Planning, Foreclosure, Land
Disputes, Personal Injury

Prospect Hill Cemetery Association, Inc.
200 W. Prospect Street • Front Royal, VA 22630 • 540-635-5468

All ‘D’series memorial art property of Design Mart. Copyright © 1978-2005 Design Mart. Used with permission. All other rights
reserved. License #L 0010002

148 North Main St.
Woodstock, VA 22664
540-459-8600
540-459-8670 Fax
bpollack@shentel.net

IN CONCERT

at the Warren County Fairgrounds, Rt. 522 N., Front Royal, VA
Montgomery Gentry

General
Admission
$
40
***

MONTGOMERY GENTRY
SUNDAY, JUNE 7, 2009 - 7:00 P.M

Reserve
Seating
$
50 & $60

Oak Ridge Boys

General
Admission
$
20
***

Reserve
Seating
$
30

The Oak Ridge Boys
SUNDAY, AUG. 2, 2009 - 7:00 P.M

Tickets for both go on sale Saturday, May 9th at 8:00 a.m. at the Warren County Fairgrounds.
Phone orders and website sale, Saturday, May 9th at 10:00 a.m.
This is a Non-Refundable (Rain or Shine) Show. – No Smoking, No Pets, No Coolers or Alcoholic Beverages
from outside allowed. Beer to be sold at event. All pay except babies in arms.

540-635-5827

www.warrencountyfair.com • wcfair@comcast.net

$5.00 Handling Fee per Ticket - $5.00 Parking per Car
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The news
professional library director as
we move into our new facility;
someone with new ideas, creativity, dedication and the background to merge the programs of
Friends of Shenandoah River
State Park
Tue May 5: 7:00 pm
Park Maintenance Area
Please join us at our Friends
meeting held the first Tuesday of
each month. The public is invited.
We are an advocacy group for the
park and are planning several fun
activities for all ages. Park is located
on 340 S just north of Bentonville.
For directions call 540-622-6840.

our library system with the needs
of the community”. He said her
experience with programming,
community outreach, developing
partnerships with local organizations and working with volunteers were all factors that tilted
the Board of Trustees decision
toward Ms. Lynch.
Her knowledge and understanding of the community are
also a plus. Ms. Lynch started her
library career at Samuels Public
Library as the coordinator of children’s services and publicist. She
obtained her bachelor’s degree
from Mary Baldwin College and
her master’s degree in Library
Science from the University of
Maryland and has since directed

Skyline Hawks Boys
Basketball Calendar!

AD SPACE is being sold NOW
for the first annual SHBB Calendar.
Don’t get left out! • Ads are $35 and up.
Get your business’ name into the home of every student
and staff member at Skyline for pennies per home!
Please contact Soltana Fox at 540-233-0198 or
dereksmom711@yahoo.com
Deadline for ad copy is May 29, so don’t delay! Proceeds
to benefit the Skyline Hawks Boys Basketball Program!

the Rappahannock County Library, the Rockingham Public
Library, now called the Massanutten Regional Library and the
Mathews Memorial Library.
Many in our community are
aware, Barbara Ecton will be retiring later this year, but has been
willing to see us through this
transition into the new facility.
We are very appreciative of her
experience and dedication during
this period noted Frank Baxter.
Kids Voting names teachers of
the year
On Saturday April 18, 2009 Kids
Voting of the Northern Shenandoah Valley held its annual “Celebration Breakfast”. As part of the
celebration the member affiliates

Residential and
Commercial

EXCELLENT SCENIC SPRING & SUMMER RIDES

Front Royal Warren County Airport
DAILY

• Group Discount
• Aircraft Rentals
• Flight Training
• Photo Flights
• Glider Club

• Tie Down Avail.
• Charter Flights
• Gift Certificates
• New Hangers
• New Taxiway

$55

Per Person

PISTOL COURSES
			
			
			

• CONCEALED CARRY
• ADVANCED CONCEALED CARRY
• BEGINNERS

B&A
Cleaning
Service

Great Rates

For 20 Minute
Scenic Flights

teaching bulletin boards before
and after the election and also
provided Kids Voting and other
election related material for the
teachers in her school to use to
increase awareness and interest
in the election. The Kids Voting
of Warren County Teacher of the
Year from Skyline High School
is Mr. John Natalie. Mr. Natalie
has been his school’s Kids Voting
representative for two years. This
year when a Kids Voting Precinct
Captain vacancy occurred Mr.
Natalie immediately agreed to
step in to fill the vacancy. He also
helped to supply his precinct and

www.VirginiaPistol.com • 540-636-9476

683-6311

Airplane Rides

including Kids Voting of Clarke
County, Winchester/Frederick
County, Shenandoah County and
Warren County, each selected
teachers of the year for the first
time.
The Kids Voting of Warren
County Teacher of the Year from
Leslie Fox Keyser Elementary
School was Mrs. Pam Waters.
Mrs. Waters has been her school’s
Kids Voting representative for
the last two years. This year to
increase awareness and interest
in the Kids Voting election she
held a mock election using a traveling voting booth. She put up

INTRO
FLIGHT TRAINING
$99

Cass Aviation
(540) 635-3570

WARREN COUNTY AIRPORT/FRONT ROYAL

CFI
WANTED

KIE LAW, PLC
Nancie Gallegos Kie

Former Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney for Warren County

Areas of Practice:
Criminal Defense • DUI/Traffic Cases
Contested & Uncontested Divorces • Wills
Personal Injury • Overweight Citations
437 South Royal Avenue • Suite G • Front Royal, Virginia

540.622.2KIE (2543)
Call anytime. Walk-ins welcome.
Evening Appointments available.
Located in the Sam Snead Realty building.
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other precincts with volunteers
from the Skyline High School
National Honor Society.
Kids Voting USA is a non-par-

#290402

tisan, non-profit organization
dedicated to educating young
people about the importance of
voting. The mission of Kids Vot-

1998 Buick LeSabre Limited
White 4-door, 6-cyl, Auto, AC,
AM/FM, Cruise, Pwr Locks/
Windows, Tilt, Rear Defogger
$4,965

(540) 635-2156 • (800) 532-4389

The news

ing is to foster an informed, participating electorate by educating
and actively engaging our youth
and their families in the voting
process. The Kids Voting goal
of creating lifelong voters is accomplished through a program

of classroom lessons and by allowing the students to actually
experience voting on specially
prepared ballots on Election Day
at the same polling places that
adult voters use.
Kids Voting of the Northern

$9.99 Limited Time Offer
* Men’s Regular Haircuts *

Blue Ridge Barber Shop
Royal Plaza Shopping Center - Next To Blockbuster
Credits Cards Accepted / Gift Cards Available

Open 7 Day’s A Week

415 - B - South St. Front Royal, VA • 540-635-9552

9 South Commerce Avenue • Front Royal, VA 22630

Enter to win a $50 gift certificate. No purchase required.

For a job done right, guaranteed, at a price that’s right!
Transmissions, Brakes, Tune Ups, Exhaust, Shocks, Cooling Systems, Oil/Fluid Changes & More

Over 20 million customers and 40 years in business!
• Certified Technicians • Locally owned & Operated
• Computer Diagnostics • Expanded Hrs: Mon-Fri 8-5pm
		 Sat 8-12 Noon

Financing Available
FREE
Computer
Scan!!!

Shenandoah Valley is currently
the only Kids Voting USA affiliate
in the state of Virginia.
Shot dog incident
The Warren County Sheriff ’s
Office reports that on April 23,
2009 at approximately 12:39 p.m.
deputies responded to the area of
85 Aspen Hill Drive, Front Royal,
in reference to an altercation between neighbors Louis Cornelius
Tharpe and Richard O’Donnell
over a dog that belonged to Tharpe that had been shot.
Animal Control Deputy Carper
and Deputy J. Petty are investigating the incident. Anyone with information pertaining to this case

10% OFF
ON ANY SERVICE (Up to $100)
May not be combined with any other offer.

The Best Transmission
Warranty in the Business
3 Years/36,000 Mile & Lifetime
Coverage Available Nationwide

540-636-4193

190 N. Commerce Ave., Front Royal, VA • www.aamco.com

540-636-4193

Valid only at 190. N Commerce Ave., Front
Royal, VA • Expires 12-31-09

23rd Annual

Virginia Wine & Craft Festival
Saturday, May 16th 10 am - 6 pm
Come and Enjoy Tastings From Over 25 Virginia Wineries
Arts & Crafts - Delicious Food - Children’s Area - Live Entertainment
Buy Tickets Online at:
WINEANDCRAFTFESTIVAL.COM
No Pets Please

New

Wine and Nine Tournament
Bowling Green Country Club
Thursday, May 14, 2009

The nine-hole tournament format pairs perfectly with an evening
of wine tasting of some of the best locally produced wine.
For more info, contact the Chamber at 635-3185 or info@frontroyalchamber.com.

Front Royal-Warren County Chamber of Commerce 540-635-3185 or info@frontroyalchamber.com
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The news
is asked to contact the sheriff ’s
office at 635-4128.
Skatepark Fundraiser
The Front Royal Rotary Club
will be sponsoring a fundraiser at
Houlihan’s to benefit the Warren
County Skatepark. Present your

server with a fundraiser flyer
while dining for breakfast, lunch,
or dinner on any Tuesday in May
and 20% of your bill will be donated to the Skatepark. Flyers are
available for pick up at the Warren County Government Center,
Parks and Recreation Department, New Look Kitchen and

Bath, Royal Cinemas, and Royal
Family Bowling Center. For more
information contact Brandy Rosser, Grants and Special Projects
Coordinator, at 540-636-4600 or
grantscoord@warrencountyva.
net Come out and help a wonderful cause!

ST NDARD SUPPLY
   * On Main Street Since 1953 *
Selling RED JACKET®
WELL PUMPS to choosy customers
since 1991.

Choose to call ST NDARD SUPPLY at
635-4547 for a professional installer near you.

Fulton Hall Dedication
The dedication ceremony of
Randolph-Macon
Academy’s
newest academic building, Stan
Fulton Hall, will be held on Friday, May 15, 2009, at 2:00 pm.
Stan Fulton Hall was gifted by
Stan Fulton, an alumnus of Randolph-Macon Academy, during
the Academy’s recent capital
campaign. The $6 million facility
was completed during the winter,
opening for classes in February
2009.
During the ceremony, the Dr.
F. Whitworth Medical Clinic and
The Gnugnoli Family Technology
Center will also be dedicated.
The ceremony will include
Front Royal Mayor Gene Tewalt,
R-MA Chairman of the Board Mr.
Joe Silek, R-MA President Henry
M. Hobgood, and officials from
Lantz Construction and Adler
Architectural Services. The ceremony will culminate with an official ribbon-cutting.
This event is open to the public.
Immediately following the cer-

emony, tours of the new building
will be provided, along with light
refreshments.

Art Classes
Blue Ridge Arts Council
Oil Painting Class
Develop your artistic ability and learn about composition,
color theory, color mixing, and
basic painting techniques in our
Wednesday night beginning oil
class. Take ideas from conception to completion. If you have
ever wanted to learn to paint, this
is your chance. Every Wednesday from 5 pm to 6:45 pm. $20
per class for prepaid students
(monthly) or ($25 per class for
weekly pay students)

Are things just “not right” with that old campground membership you have?

Do you have an RV in your yard that you never use?

We’ll show you a better way!
24-Hour Security
RV Storage • Cabins
Hot Tub • Outdoor Pool
Organized Activities • Game Room
Dances • Fishing • Hay Rides
Baseball • Volleyball • Mini Golf
Clubhouse Rental for Weddings
or Receptions
Much, Much More!

Skyline Ranch Resort

Come on out and let us show you our resort.
Stay with us FREE for the weekend in your RV!

CALL TODAY! 540-635-4169

ext. 1

751 Mountain Rd • Front Royal, VA • www.skylineranchresort.com

Bring
your family
on out to the ranch
today!
Book it Now!
Call today to book
your visit and let us
show you WHY you
want “a piece of the
ranch!”

*Special Pricing if you Already Own a
Campground Membership Elsewhere.
(Pricing not discussed over the phone.)
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Call or email
Kelly Walker
to register for the class.
Call
683-9688 or email kwalker@
doubledogdesigns.com for more
information. Maximum 10 artists
per session.

Springfield Computers opens
in Front Royal–Teams up with
Kinyon and Romer of Long &
Foster real estate services
Springfield Computers has announced the opening of their
third location on the east coast,

Advertising
540-683-0728
540-551-2072

this one in Front Royal. Springfield Computers with their two
locations in Millsboro and Smyrna, Delaware, has just expanded
their services into Virginia.
They have joined together with
realtors Sue Kinyon and Patti
Romer of Long and Foster Webber & Associates in their new
location at 510 North Royal Avenue in Front Royal, just south of
Subway and the 6th Street intersection.
“With computer services and
real estate in the same location,
we feel we’re a one-stop shop
for Front Royal residents,” says
Springfield Computers co-owner
Jeff Springfield.
Springfield Computers provides full service repair and sales,
as well as in-home or business
services. The lead technician of
the Front Royal location will be
Dusty Taylor who brings several
years of computer repair experience to the company.
Formerly located at 621 S. Royal Avenue, professional real estate agents Sue Kinyon and Patti
Romer of Long & Foster Webber

The news

& Associates, with over 25 years
combined real estate experience, are now located in the same
building as Springfield Computers.
Springfield Computers may
be reached at 540 622-8022 or
visit www.SpringfieldComputers.
com. Long & Foster Webber and
Associates may be reached at 540
622-6353.
Front Royal United Methodist
Church set for Centennial
Celebration–Pastors returning
to the familiar stone church at
the heart of downtown Front
Royal
On Saturday, May 23, the Centennial Celebration marking 100
years of official church services
will begin with an open Church
for tours with costumed docents
from noon to 3 p.m. and a Social
Time beginning at 5 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall. At 6 p.m. there
will be a buffet dinner followed
by reminiscing by former pastors
and at 6:45 p.m. there will be a
DVD and narrated slide show.

On Sunday May 24, there will
be only one service at 10:30 a.m.,
with special music and no Sunday School. This will be followed
by a buffet dinner at noon in the
Fellowship Hall and again remi-

niscing by former members and
pastors. Reservations MUST be
made by May 18 for all food functions (with a free will offering).
Call the church office at 635-2935
for information and reservations.

•With interest rates historically low, there is no time better than the present
to purchase your first home or refinance your existing mortgage.
• ACT NOW FHA RATES AS LOW AS 5% for qualified borrowers
• If you recently purchased a home with an FHA Loan at 6% or higher, call
now for info. on our fast, easy, streamlined process.

Contact Raymond or Christi Heflin
Va. License #MB-1823

• FHA and VA Loans
• Refinance
• Call now to get prequalified!
Don’t miss this opportunity!

Please call (540) 635-0404
Or visit us at 505 S. Royal Ave. • Front Royal, VA
Rates subject to market conditions and availability

Sometimes the truly rewarding things in life are free.
Like our River Rewards Program. It’s completely free to join. And it’s
fast and easy.
Just visit our web site www.theriver953online.com and check it out.
River Rewards is a points-based program a lot
like credit card points or airline miles. Except, of
course, you don’t have to pay anything to join or
accumulate River Rewards!
You can earn points for listening to the station,
taking surveys, answering on-line trivia, playing
our slot machine and even earn points just for
entering our sweepstakes for some great prizes.
So visit us online and take just a moment to sign
up for River Rewards. We’ll see you there!

Win free trips to Massanutten
Resort & Colonial Williamsburg!

www.theriver953online.com
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“Were five shots necessary to deter any kind of dog?” – concerned acquaintance of L.C.
“Peanut” Tharpe over neighborhood incident resulting in dog shooting and physical confrontation between neighbors

The news

‘Peanut’ Tharpe’s dog shot during neighborhood dispute
Neighbors express concern over lack of charges despite use of gun in altercation
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
The Warren County Sheriff ’s
Office reports that on April 23, at
approximately 12:39 p.m. deputies responded to the area of 85
Aspen Hill Drive, Front Royal,
in reference to an altercation between neighbors Louis Cornelius
Tharpe and Richard O’Donnell.
Initial reports were the incident

involved a dog that belonged to
Tharpe that had been shot.
L.C. “Peanut” Tharpe is the
owner of Tharpe’s Garage &
Towing on Kendrick Lane and
85 Aspen Hill Drive is his home
address. Richard O’Donnell’s address is listed as 101 Aspen Hill
Drive.
One neighbor who asked not
to be identified out of fear of reprisal, said Tharpe’s dog was a

Italian Restaurant

“Authentic Italian Meals”

May Lunch Specials
Wed-Sat 11am - 3 pm
Lunch Starting at $3.99

New Items
*Personal Pizza
*Beef or Chicken
Wrap

Bring this Ad in for 20% Off
Regular Dinner Menu Items
Dine-In Only • Excludes Alcohol • Expires 5-31-2009

A Great Taste from Italy to the Valley

pit bull, though they asserted a
generally friendly one that neighborhood children could ride like
a horse. That neighbor expressed
the belief the dog was shot at the
time of the altercation between
the two men.
According to the sheriff ’s office
the dog survived despite being
shot multiple times, though they
would not confirm if the dog had
been shot as many as five times
with a .357 Magnum handgun.
Neighbors said Tharpe was hospitalized with possible back, neck
or head injuries but had been
released within 24 hours of the
incident. Information from the
WCSO on April 24 indicated the
initial 911 call was, in fact, a medical one.
Animal Control Deputy Carper
and Deputy J. Petty are investigating the incident. Anyone with
information pertaining to the
incident is asked to contact the
sheriff ’s office at 635-4128.
Thus far no charges have been
brought against either man. That

fact has worried several people,
including neighbors of the two
men and friends of Tharpe. Concern was expressed that a person who used a gun in a neighborhood dispute was walking
the street without having been
charged, at least over the use of a
firearm in public.
However, Sheriff Daniel McEathron explained that investigators
were initially working solely on
conflicting information provided
by the two men involved. Investigators are attempting to pin
down the precise location and
circumstance of the shooting, altercation, as well as the sequence

of events before forwarding any
report to the commonwealth’s
attorney’s office recommending
specific charges against either
man. And while that may be doing due diligence legally, it is of
little emotional comfort to some
area residents fearing their neighborhood is being turned into a localized version of old west towns
like Deadwood or Tombstone.
“Were five shots necessary to
deter any kind of dog?” one Tharpe acquaintance asked us about
the number of times they believed the dog to have been shot.
(Some information from a press
release)

1997 Ford F-250 XL 4x4 auto air 5.8 V8 94,000 miles. Stock # F8243BX Was
$7,995.00 Now $6245.00!

Great Deals at www.shenandoahford.com

I-66 + Rt 522 North of Front Royal • 540-636-2901

Creating a new generation of writers

865 John Marshall Hwy · Rt 55E near 522 Intersection

Closed Mon & Tue

9th Annual
National Day of Prayer
Community Prayer Service

at the Gazebo on Main Street, Front Royal
May 7 from 6:30 -7:30 pm
Local Pastors Participating

6:15 pm Pre-Program
Music by Anointed Voices
Gospel Choir
Sponsored by Front
Royal Community
Prayer

Bring your lawn chairs

An enthusiastic Teen Creative Writing Class meets at Samuels Public Library
in Front Royal. The group shares poems and short stories and offer positive
criticism of each others work over the summer. Seated from left are Michaella
Scott, 14; Faith Funderberg, 13 and Lydia Hisey, 14. Standing from left are Doug
Beck, 13; Matt Winters, 13; Megan Miller, 16; Amy Monk, 13; Alicia Clem, 12;
Brandon Klingemberg, 14; and youth services librarian Michel Ashby. For more
information on the class, call 540-635-3153.
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“It is so much needed that I believe it is more important to build it than to continue in office as a
supervisor if that is the will of the people.” – County Board Chairman Archie Fox on taking advantage of the tight building market to fund needed county capital improvements

County

Supervisors approve 1-cent tax increase in 2010 budget
Board opts to proceed with capital improvement projects in down market
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
One week after hearing 11 of
14 public hearing speakers addressing general economic issues
urge them not to include any tax
increases in the coming Fiscal
Year budget, the Warren County
Board of Supervisors decided
to proceed with its $85,583,789
budget as recommended by staff.
That recommendation includes
the one-cent real estate tax increase and an 85-cent personal
property tax increase. Several supervisors prefaced their votes in
support of the budget, only Tony
Carter voted against it, by reiterating that the personal property hike will basically be revenue
neutral to both the county and
its citizens who will be paying it.
That is because the increase from

$3.15 to $4 per $100 of assessed
value is designed to make up for
falling personal property assessments, primarily of automobiles.
Even with the hike staff is projecting an $84,000 shortfall in its
personal property tax revenues
for the coming year.
The four supervisors voting in
support of the budget on April
21 also concurred with the staff
rationale for the real estate increase, from 45 cents to 46 cents
per $100 of assessed value, as a
move that will allow the county
to continue to fund planned capital improvement projects to take
advantage of construction cost
savings of millions of dollars in
the current down building market.
While Carter’s vote raised the
eyebrow of at least one reporter
present due to its proximity to a

Mothers
Day Special
All You Can Eat
CRAB LEGS
$11.99

coming election year campaign
contested within his own Republican Party, Carter later denied
any electoral motivation. In stating his opposition, Carter said he
felt the county should reexamine
its rationale for new capital improvements while the public is
suffering through the national
economic downturn. “I’m not trying to be a prophet of doom and
gloom,” Carter said as he worried
that coming budget cycles could
occur in an even tighter economic climate than this year’s.
He later elaborated that should
the economy continue to decline
the county could find itself committed to building projects that
it will have increasing difficulty
funding.
However, the majority opinion
was that potential savings of as
much as $10 million of combined

DINING ROOM BUFFET

In a tight economy people can’t afford to be leaving
good clothes behind - Supervisor Tony Carter displays a sport coat to the camera discovered at the
WCGC after a recent meeting. The owner may claim
it at the county administrative offices.
construction costs for the middle
school renovation and new pub-

lic safety building was an opportunity the county could not pass

CARRY OUT BUFFET

* Plenty of room for meetings and parties! *

TOPS CHINA BUFFET

Next to K-Mart in Front Royal • WE DELIVER! • 540-635-2288
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County

Not everybody was mad at the county board majority
for a 1-cent real estate tax hike (to cover school and
other capital improvements) and 14-cent personal
property tax increase to compensate for lost tax revenue due to falling assessments. The latter tax has
been termed “revenue neutral” to both the county
and taxpayers.

Donahoe’s Florist
205 S. Royal Ave., Front Royal, VA

MOTHER’S DAY IS MAY 10TH !

Let Donahoe’s Florist send your love
to mom with a bouquet of fresh vibrant
flowers specially designed with mom in
mind. Her heart will surely flutter with
Teleflora’s “Mom’s Butterfly Bouquet” vase
with a pretty pink butterfly. Order early!

(540) 635-2815 • 1-800-806-5182
All major Credit Cards accepted

Jean Rudacille
Owner/Designer
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$
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$
5
Pieces
of
10
Pieces
of
$
$
Regular Dry Cleaning
Regular Dry Cleaning
(expires 5/28/2009)
(expires 5/28/2009)
$
$
Must Present Coupon w/ Incoming Order
Must Present Coupon w/ Incoming Order
$
$
$
$
$
$
29 E. Jackson St. • Front Royal
$
$
(Between
Sheriff’s
Office
and
Schewel
Furniture
Outlet
Store)
$
$
540-631-9300
$
$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

Spring into Clean!

$5.00
OFF


$10.00
OFF

Access Dry Cleaners

up. In addition to WCSO administrative offices, the new public
safety facility would house county fire and rescue administration
and 911-dispatch.
Even speaking as representative
of the traditionally fiscally conservative South River District,
Linda Glavis said she believed the
budget and its tax increase would
be in the best interest of the
county and its constituents. She
said that while her vote might not
make everybody happy, she was
making it in good conscience.
Board Chairman Archie Fox
noted that the county was in the
midst of a series of capital improvement projects, including
the two new high schools (completed); the new library (nearly
completed); the skatepark, which
is approaching construction this
year in order to maintain all the
public grant money committed
to it; and the coming renovation
of old WCHS into a new middle
school.
It is the approximate $6 million
lower construction bid on that
project ($17.6 million) than was
anticipated that has convinced
the board majority and staff that
now is the time to move on a
planned public safety building.
Fox called the public safety building “really, really badly needed.”
Fox pointed out the Sheriff ’s
Office was currently housed in a
renovated Jackson Street grocery
story, perhaps forgetting that he
was speaking from a facility renovated out of the old IGA Grocery
Store – in fact I believe he was
speaking from the approximate
past location of fruits and vegetables.
But seriously, of a new public
safety facility Fox said, “It is so
much needed that I believe it is
more important to build it than to
continue in office as a supervisor
if that is the will of the people.”
Following Fox’s impassioned
statement, Richard Traczyk,
Glenn White and Linda Glavis
joined the chairman in a roll call
vote of approval of the $85.58
million budget as amended.
Shenandoah Farms scrutiny
That amendment was offered
by Traczyk at the outset of the
board discussion of the budget.
Traczyk asked that the Shenandoah Farms Sanitary District tax
rate increases be removed from
the budget vote that evening.

He cited several issues raised by
a number of the public hearing
speakers complaining about the
use of sanitary district fees in
Shenandoah Farms. Among the
issues raised was management of
the money, that some road improvements funded by the fees
could be occurring across county
lines and on roads where people
lived who were not assesses the
sanitary district taxes. Traczyk
asked that a vote on the requested sanitary district tax rate hikes
in Shenandoah Farms – to $200
from $165 per improved lot and

to $225 from $190 per unimproved lot – be postponed until
the board’s second May meeting
(the 19th). That delay will allow
the supervisors and county staff
to make some on-site visits to
explore how and where the sanitary district’s Warren County tax
money is being used, Traczyk
said.
The other four sanitary district
rate hikes were not impacted by
the amendment and were approved as requested in Skyland
Estates, Shenandoah Shores, Blue
Mountain and High Knob.
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* Your key to great homes at great prices with great financing *
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• Job Loss protection insurance available on all
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• Up to $8,000 tax credit from Uncle Sam (cannot
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• Limited Offers Available Now! Don’t Delay, Call
Today!
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Deputy County Tax Assessor Roy Boyles, from the Commissioner of the Revenue’s Office, explained the
committee recommendation was made due to Wingate’s extensive experience and “extreme background”
in commercial and industrial assessments.

County

County approves contract on 2010 reassessments
Real estate reassessment likely to ease tax pressure on residential owners
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

During the Public Hearing input
on the county’s Fiscal Year 2010
budget at least one speaker referenced the additional tax burden
the 2006 real estate reassessment
put on residential taxpayers. And
while county staff explained that
it is illegal for a municipality to
arbitrarily raise or lower commercial, industrial and residential tax
rates, it was noted that such tax
rate changes are directly linked to
the reassessment process.
On April 21 the county began its move toward next year’s
much-anticipated reassessments
by approving a $474,175 contract
with Wingate and Associates to
handle the bulk of the reassessment process. The supervisors
decided to maintain a local Board
of Assessors review team as it has
done in past reassessments.
As County Administrator Doug
Stanley said in response to the
suggestion the county simply readjust its real estate tax rates to
ease the tax burden on citizens,
the current real estate tax rates
reflect the explosion in residential property values at the time
of the 2006 reassessment before
the housing market crash. In the
current economic downturn it is
anticipated that the 2010 reas-

Large Selection of Infant
and Toddler Camo!

sessment will correct the relationship between residential and
commercial and industrial real
estate assessments and tax rates.
While the state allows counties
with populations under 50,000
(Warren’s is about 36,000) to
conduct reassessments every five
or six years, Warren has elected
to do theirs every four years in
an attempt to keep assessments
closer to real market values. At
the time of the last reassessment
there was some discussion of
going to two-year reassessment
cycle. However, that idea was rejected, as we recall primarily due
to the costs involved for a county
this size.
Last year the county voted to
pursue a regional reassessment
option. Currently Clarke, Rappahannock, Page and Shenandoah
Counties are also involved. Warren appointed the county administrator, Board Vice Chairman
Glenn White and County Commissioner of the Revenue John
Smedley as its representatives to
the Regional Reassessment Committee. The committee recommended Wingate and Associates
despite the fact their bid was not
the lowest. Deputy County Tax
Assessor Roy Boyles, from the
Commissioner of the Revenue’s
Office, explained the committee
recommendation was made due

Superknife Folding
Utility Knives
Were $12.99 ea
NOW $3.99 each
or 3 for $9.00

to Wingate’s extensive experience and “extreme background”
in commercial and industrial assessments.
While the counties are continuing to pursue the regional reassessment through Wingate, each
locality is negotiating its own
contract with the company. According to a proposal included in
the board packet on the process
Rappahannock’s Base Appraisal
Fee is $20 per parcel, Page’s $17,
Shenandoah’s $17 plus an additional 5-percent fee. Clarke’s cost
was not included.
Stanley explained Rappahannock’s higher per parcel cost as
related to the lower number of
parcels to be reassessed. According to the proposal Shenandoah
has the most parcels to be reassessed, 32,862; followed by Warren’s 26,655; Page’s 21,273; and
Rappahannock’s 5,983. Clarke
has 8500 parcels, the Wingate
chart indicated.
Stanley has noted that in Prince
William County, which reassesses
every year, the 2009 reassessment
resulted in a tax hike to commercial and industrial owners, with a
corresponding decrease to residential. – So hold on kids, your
crashing property values will be
recalculated to reflect the actual
market prices, just not till next
year.

Stokes
GENERAL STORE
BACK IN STOCK!
Stokes General Store Hats
Just $4.99 each
2 colors to choose

Hi-Tech Hiking
Boots Just $69.99

Chill-Its brand
Temperature Control Products
Soak ‘em, Put ‘em On, Cool Down!
Headbands, Sweatbands, Towels
From $1.99

STORE HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m.-6 p.m.
Fri. 8:30 a.m.-8 p.m. • Sat. 8:30 a.m.-6 p.m.

The $474,175 cost to the county
from Wingate was calculated on:

·	26,572 parcels x $17.50 =
$465,010;
· 411 Mobile Homes at $15 per =
$6,165;
· and 1,000 digital photos calculated at $3 per = $3,000
The cost estimate does not include space, equipment, supplies
or local salaries attached to the
process through the county-appointed Board of Assessors of local citizens.
North River Supervisor Glenn
White questioned why Wingate’s
cost would actually be cheaper
per parcel ($17 versus $17.50)
if it performed the Board of Assessors function. Stanley said the
additional costs likely related to
additional training and travel expenses associated with working
with a third party BOA. Despite
the reduced costs per parcel (a
total of $13,265) if Wingate performed the review-appeal func-

tion, the supervisors seemed
unanimous in their desire to retain a local presence in that review and appeal process.
Linda Glavis asked how the
costs compared to the 2006 reassessment contract expense. Stanley replied that the per-parcel
cost had been in the $13 or $14
range, largely based, he believed,
on fuel costs of $1.50 at the time.
County tag date change
Also on April 21, the supervisors agreed to adjust the date
when county vehicle license decals are due from Feb. 15 to Dec.
5. The change will coincide decal
payments with the date when personal property taxes are due. The
change is seen as primarily one
of convenience with some paperwork cost savings to the county
achieved as well. Responding to a
question from Tony Carter, staff
explained the decals are valid
for the calendar year despite the
February payment date. So, there
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American Red Cross, Top of Virginia Chapter, Warren County
Branch wishes to thank the community for another SOLD OUT
Shrimp and Oyster Festival held on April 25, 2009!

County

Thanks to:
will be no overlapping of licensing years, costing the taxpayer or
county any lost revenue for the
two-month timeframe adjustment. Staff also noted many people already pay both in December
as a matter of personal convenience, so any impact on citizens
is seen as minimal, if any.
Everybody knows Donnie
In approving the staff recommendation for a bid on interior
security upgrades as the county
courthouse, several disclosures
of ties to the recommended lowbid contractor led to a humorous
interlude.
Linda Glavis began a series of
disclosures of ties to Donald F.
Poe Inc. principal Donnie Poe,
by stating he was a relative and so
she would abstain from the vote.
Glenn White then disclosed that
“eight or nine years ago” while he
was in the real estate business he
had had business transactions
with Poe’s company. However,
White said he did not believe that
past association would impact
his ability to vote objectively on
the bid approval.
Archie Fox then acknowledged
past business relations with Poe
from his well-drilling business
but also said he would be able to
vote objectively.
Tony Carter then acknowledged past business dealings with
Poe’s company from his work as
an agent for Stoneburner-Carter
Insurance Company. Carter then
added that he also believed that
Poe’s wife “may have been my
daughter’s cheerleading coach”
some years in the past, drawing
laughter. Carter also said he believed this multi-tiered connection would not impact his objectivity in voting on the matter.
“So, am I the odd man out
here?” Richard Traczyk then
asked for having no past business
or personal disclosure about Poe
to make.
The board approved Poe’s low
bid of $22,400 by a 4-0 vote.
Traczyk asked staff if there was
a reason that Poe’s bid had come
in so much under five competing bids. The second lowest bid
from Dave Buracker Construction came in at $44,750. Lantz
Construction was in the neighborhood with the Buracker bid at
$44,880, as was Oakes Construction’s bid of $49,795. Two other
bids came in considerably higher,

$74,747 from M.T. Puskar and
$76,100 from Petrine Construction.
While staff did not explain the
disparity between the two high
bids, Deputy County Administrator Dick Magnifico said Poe could
achieve approximately $18,500 in
cost saving because he was the
only bidder that could do work
on Historic doors in house, rather than farming that work out to
a third-party contractor. Poe explained he had the equipment to
do the doors, whereas the other
bidders did not, Magnifico told
the board.
Foster parents acknowledged
Earlier in the meeting, the
board unanimously approved a
Proclamation in support of May
as National Foster Care Month.
Linda Glavis, the board’s representative on the county social
services board, read the proclamation into the record. WCDSS

Director Ron King was present
for the acknowledgement, as
were a number of foster parents
and the children they provide a
loving home environment for on
a transitional basis.
The local proclamation noted
that 44 youths are currently in
foster care in Warren County,
and that statewide there are 7,074
children in foster care.
The proclamation read in part
that foster families “open their
homes and hearts to children
whose families are in crisis” playing a “vital role helping these
children and families heal and
reconnect;” and that “the foster
care system is only as good as
those who choose to be a part of
it.” The proclamation concluded
by urging more citizens with the
means and interest to become involved, lauded those who are involved and the professional child
welfare staff that work with foster
parents to see the system works
as it should.

MOTHER’S DAY SALE • 20% OFF
May 9 10-6 pm & May 10 11-5 pm

Gold Sponsor: Harry M. Sartelle III, DSS, PC;
Table Sponsors: CBM Mortgage-Cory Michael, Clear Title, Escrow & Settlements-Bill Tribus, Edward Jones – Bret Hrbek, George Karnes & Richard
Mason, First Bank, Hall Mechanical, Merv and Jackie Bourque, Sysco-Baugh
Northeast Co-Op, Inc., Virginia Hills Church, Warren Memorial Hospital, Beth
Medved Waller-Weichert Realtors, and Arnold and Phyllis Williams;
Silent Auction Sponsors: Allegheny Power and DuPont.
Silent Auction Donors: Access Cleaners, Allen Pearson Photos, Apple
House, AutoZone, Blue Ridge Shadows, Bowling Green Country Club, China Jade, Curves, Donahoe’s Florist, Dominion Health and Fitness, Duncan
Brothers, Farm Bureau-Dave and Debbie Morfit, Fox’s Pizza, Gold’s Gym, Image Makers, Main Street Pawn, Jack Evans Chevrolet, Jamestown Tobacco,
Jennerations Hair Studio, K-Mart, MBH Settlement Group, Marriott Ranch,
Martin’s, MJ Interiors, Mountain Mystic Trading Co., Name Portraits, Peaceful
Energies, Portraits by Carol, Purple Fern, Quality Inn, Royal Oak Bookshop,
Sensational Family Haircutters, Shenandoah Motors, Shenandoah Valley
Golf Club, Skyline Caverns, Target, Top’s China Buffet, Tres’ Bella, United
Bank, Wayside Theatre, Weichert Realtors, Barbara Shay, Penny and Dickson Schmoyer, Dee Stokes, Debera Taylor, Mary Baker, Ellen Cowley, Adele
Medved, Carol Kerr, Sandy Wilson, Vi Parrish, Jackie Bourque, Linda Keen,
Lorraine Hultquist, Art and Martha Gehly, Dianne Ricker, Sue Campbell, Patricia Windrow, Craig A. Zunka, DDS, Advance Auto Parts, Woodward House,
Shae Parker, Kathleen and Paul Hutchins, Sue Campbell.
Special thanks also to: The Apple House Catering, BJ Sager, Virginia Hills
Church, our wonderful volunteers, hardworking staff and 200 attendees!
Thanks to: the many blood donors who donated at my annual blood drive on
Thursday, April 23, 2009—we collected 51 pints of blood and exceeded our
goal! Thanks to Mario from The River 95.3 for his loyal support broadcasting
and to Papa Johns for their continued generosity in donating pizza!
The FR/WC American Red Cross is so blessed
to have such wonderful community support!

Please stop by and say hello at my open house
Saturday May 9, 2009 from 10am-1pm

Historic River Bend Farm

Antiques-Collectables-Estate Furn. & more
Thurs-Mon 11-5 Sat 10-6
540-675-1900
714 Zachary Taylor Hwy. Flint Hill, VA 22627

JC’s Place

Historic Estate with 2 lots totaling 20+ acres, a 3 bed 2.5 bath farmhouse circa
1750, PLUS carriage house w/ bedroom, loft, kitchen, living room, & bath, PLUS
rustic historic log cabin, PLUS pool, tennis/basketball court, livestock pond, 2
car garage, PLUS almost new metal detached garage, PLUS almost new 5 stall
metal stables w/ auto watering & tack room, PLUS tractor barn, log barn, long
barn, shed..Complete with views of Skyline Drive, enclosed sunroom, covered
porch, 7 woodburning fireplaces, large kitchen and dining rooms PLUS MUCH
MORE!
Only $650,000!
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Open House May 9
Directions: 484 River Bend Farm—take
340 past Skyline Drive, past Front Royal
Campground to R into RiverBend Farms
(across from Rocky Lane)—follow signs.

Beth Medved Waller, Inc
540-671-6145 • bethwaller@mris.com
Don’t let this market pass you BUY!
Call or email me for my updated “Best Deals in Warren County” list!

See my listings online on nearly 100 websites
including front page exposure on Realtor.com
and 80 other popular real estate sites!
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Anyone wishing to offer support to the fundraising effort or bake sale, or just seeking
information on the service specials available, can contact staff at AAMCO Transmission,
at 540 636-4193 or 635-7558.

Community

AAMCO Transmissions offers special event for burn victims
Service specials, bake sale will raise money for employee’s family that lost child

Amanda DeHaven, Thomas Fishburn and son Shawn
- Amanda’s cousin and Front Royal AAMCO Transmission Customer Service Manager Randy Poffinberger
explained that the photo survived the fire that took
Shawn’s life and left Shawn’s father fighting for his in
ICU with severe burns over more than half his body.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
One local businessman is rallying around one of his employees
suffering through a devastating family loss. On April 17, fire
swept through the Hedgesville,
West Virginia home Randy Poffinberger shared with his cousin
Amanda DeHaven, her fiancé
Thomas Fishburn and Amanda
and Thomas’s 3-year-old son
Shawn. Shawn died in the blaze
and Thomas suffered severe

burns over more than 50 percent
of his body.
Poffinberger was on the job
as customer service manager at
Front Royal’s AAMCO Transmissions at 190 North Commerce Avenue when we visited on April 27.
He seemed professionally helpful
during a customer phone call he
was handling when we arrived
at the shop office to get information about a planned benefit
event. With no detail other than
shop owner David Park planned a
fundraiser related to a house fire,

Del. Clifford L. “Clay” Athey, Jr.
18th District House of Delegates
Serving Fauquier, Frederick, and Warren County

Stacey & I thank you for the opportunity to serve.
If I can be of any help, please contact me at (540) 635-7917,
			
in Richmond at: (804) 698-1018,
			
by E-Mail at: DelCAthey@house.state.va.us,
			
or by mail at:
PO Box 406, Room 510
						
Richmond, VA 23218

we asked for Park and explained
why we were there. Poffinberger
replied that the fire had occurred
at his home. We asked for details
of both the fire and fundraising
event and were stunned to hear
that there had been a child fatality in the second fire in a year
occurring on April 17. The Cook
family fire in Front Royal last year
that took the lives of two children
and their father occurred on the
same date, a date which sticks in
my mind since it is also my birthday. Poffinberger mentioned that
someone else had commented
about the irony of the date to
him.
Somewhat steely eyed, he said
his cousin was all right, at least
physically, in the wake of the horrific event. He added that Thomas Fishburn had been released
from the intensive care unit but
was still hospitalized in serious
condition. Almost apologetically,
he acknowledged that his cousin
and her family weren’t local, but
that his boss had decided to do
something at Randy’s place of
employment to try and help the
family out financially.
Park plans a two-day event, on
Saturday and Sunday, May 9-10,
offering service specials, a bake
sale is also planned to help Randy
and his cousin’s family through
this tough time. The event will
run from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday, May 9, and from 9 a.m. to
6 p.m. on Sunday, May 10. Service specials will include a $20 oil
change, including up to 5 gallons
of house oil and a new oil filter.
The cost will be $10 for labor if
you provide you own oil and filter.
A $10 tire rotation will also be offered. All profits go to the family.
“Any and all donations would be
greatly appreciated,” Park says.
During Memorial Services at
the Front Royal Moose for the
Cook family last year, it was observed how the community’s expression of grief and support had
mushroomed far beyond those
who personally knew the family.
We believe this community’s
heart is big enough to extend
some level of support to a man
and his family in similar distress,
who while perhaps not county
residents, are tied here through

Randy Poffinberger in front of his Front Royal workplace where a fundraiser will be held with service
specials offered on May 9-10.
work and their basic humanity.
Anyone wishing to offer support to the fundraising effort or

bake sale can contact Park or staff
at AAMCO Transmission, at 540
636-4193 or 635-7558.

* Proud supporter of the Wine & Craft Festival! *
Valley Connector
Regional Shuttle
Commuter Bus Service
Weekday service to: Dulles Airport; Vienna Metro;
Ballston Metro; Rosslyn Metro; Pentagon; Washington DC
www.shenvalleyconnector.com or www.vcapride.virginia.gov
Service provided by S & W Tours and Valley Commuter Assistance Program

703-825-5234

* With multiple daily routes to fit your schedule

BUDGET SELF STORAGE

First Month FREE!
with 1 Month Paid Rent & Security Deposit
With Coupon *Subject to availability

INCREDIBLE PRICES!
540-635-4000 • 800-296-0044
Rt. 619 & Corner of Airport Rd • Front Royal
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[Wallace] cited H1-N1 as the virus responsible for a 1918 pandemic that killed between 60 million and 100
million people worldwide. However, he points out the current strain is different in that it has not only pig,
but also bird and human genetic components [and has not thus far been extremely lethal].

Pandemic

Are the wrong ‘swine’ taking the rap for flu outbreak?
Author points to role of industrialized farming in current pandemic threats

Courtesy: http://www.flickr.com/photos/paxie/
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
As of April 29 fears of an international pandemic of so-called
swine flu were gaining momentum based on these statistics:
· the first confirmed US death, a
23-month-old child in Texas;
· 65 confirmed cases in the US
(109 by April 30), 45 in New York
and 13 in California;
·	2500 reported cases in Mexico, believed to be the source of
this outbreak, with 7 confirmed
deaths and as many as 159 suspected fatalities;
· cases being reported worldwide, including Canada, Britain,
Spain, Germany, Austria, Israel,
South Korea, Australia and New
Zealand.
Consequently, the day this article was written the World Health
Organization raised the swine flu
alert level to 5 on a scale of 1 to
6, 6 being the highest alert level.
Also some nations have begun
banning the import of Mexican
and US pork products, though
the primary means of contamination once the virus spreads to
humans is inhaling airborne particles from coughs and sneezes,
or by touching a contaminated
surface and then touching the

nose or mouth. While the swine
flu virus can also be spread by direct contact with infected pigs or
areas where those pigs have been,
that is currently believed to only
be a danger in the source country,
Mexico.
According to an author who
has written extensively about avian flu, the current swine flu outbreak is suspected to have originated at a corporate pig farming
operation in Vera Cruz, Mexico,
with subsidiary connections to
a US-based industrial farming
company.
Robert Wallace is author of the
book “Farming Human Pathogens: Ecological Resilience and
Evolutionary Process.” He is also
a Visiting Professor of Geography
at the University of Minnesota. In
a recent interview on Democracy
Now he said he agrees with pork
industry officials who claim the
tag “swine flu” is a misnomer for
the current flu outbreak, though
he explained for different reasons
than those of food industry conglomerates.
The scientific name for the current swine flu is H1–N1, based
on two genetic components of
the virus, hemagglutinin and
neuraminidase. Wallace explains
that there are 16 variations of the
H factor and 9 of the N factor in
this virus. He cited one strain of

H1-N1 as the virus responsible
for a 1918 pandemic that killed
between 50 million and 100 million people worldwide. However,
he points out the current strain
is different in that it has not only
pig, but also bird and human genetic components. So, he says,
the pig component is not necessarily the driving force of the virus.
Perhaps unexpectedly, Wikipedia tells us H1-N1 is a subtype of
influenzavirus A, the most common cause of influenza in humans. H1-N1 strains are attributed with causing roughly half of
all flu infections in 2006. Other
strains of H1-N1 are endemic in
pigs and in birds – and as Wallace points out the current virus
combines all three strains. Animal based strains are often more
deadly because humans have no
built in immunity.
Wallace has termed the current strain the “NAFTA virus”
for the North American Free
Trade Agreement signed into law
in 1994. He explains that, that is
because it is our North American
version of world trade policies
driven by the World Bank and
International Monetary Fund
(IMF). Those policies over recent
decades have driven the ascendance of large-scale, industrial
farming operations over smaller,

more traditional farms worldwide, including in third world nations like Mexico.
Rather than sprawling, rural
farms with pigs numbering from
70 to a hundred or so, you have
what he calls “cities of pigs” of
perhaps 30,000 confined in very
tight, filthy and unnatural living
conditions. This is similar to the
fowl conditions in Asian chicken
farms that led to the avian flu
scare several years ago. As with
human cities, viral outbreaks
spread much faster in these
cramped and filthy conditions.
Wallace adds that while the
current H1-N1 strain has not
yet resulted in widespread fatalities, such virus’s ability to mutate
could make it more lethal over
time. He pointed out that in 1918
a spring outbreak was less lethal
than a secondary outbreak the
following fall.
World Health Organization
statistics indicate that common
flues result in a quarter to a half
million annual deaths worldwide,
most of those in less developed,
third world countries. Dr. Carlos
del Rio of the Emory University
School of Medicine in Atlanta,
Georgia is wary of the potential
of this strain. “This is a totally
new virus ... You have a virus to
which there’s no pre-vaccination,
there’s no prior immunity. And,
therefore, the mortality rate may

be higher than other influenza viruses.”
Thus far the known mortality
rate has been low, only one percent outside of Mexico and four
percent in the source country.
However on April 30, the Mexican government began advising
people to stay home and close
businesses for five days in an effort to stop the flu’s spread.
So, should we be alarmed;
should we be ready to bunker
down, surgical masks on, schools
and businesses closed, angry
mobs descending on people who
cough in public without covering
their mouths with both arms???
Hopefully not, after all we are
not a third world nation with
little in the way of resources to
throw at the problem, as indicated by President Obama’s already
requested $1.5 billion in support
funding to deal with the outbreak. Also medicine has come
a long way since 1918, as has the
worldwide communications network. – However, I know one
thing, I was casting a wary eye
at that bacon in the fridge when
I went upstairs for a snack in the
middle of writing this article …
ahhh heck, I think I’ll make a BLT
and rent that old Dustin Hoffman
movie “Outbreak” and settle in
for the evening. Besides, if I die
of anything this spring it’s likely
to be hay fever.

Mountain Fence
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Again, this is a rapidly evolving situation. The CDC will continue to provide guidance
as new information becomes available. You can obtain additional information about the
swine flu at the following CDC website: www.cdc.gov/swineflu/index.htm

Pandemic

County officials keeping an eye on ‘swine flu’ outbreak
department heads. “While it is
too early to declare a true pandemic situation, it is not too early
to begin to prepare actions that
will help isolate any outbreak, as
well as treatment in case an outbreak occurs in our part of the
country. Please share this information with your employees
“First, do not panic. To date,
there have been only 40 confirmed cases in the United States;
most of these are in New York
(28). If this figure continues to
rise, I will continue these updates. As stated by the Center
for Disease Control (CDC), there
are several everyday actions that
people can do to stay healthy:
http://www.flickr.com/photos/_belial/
The following memo was sent by
Warren County Fire and Rescue
Chief Richard Mabie to county
department heads in late April. It
contains information and advice
on how to approach and prepare
for the current swine flu outbreak
being reported around the world.
As of April 28, the county’s Fire
and Rescue Pandemic Coordinator Marti Viggiano said there
have no swine flu reports in the

region. However, on April 30
Maryland Gov. Martin O’Malley
reported six “probable” cases of
swine flu in Anne Arundel and
Baltimore Counties. Two children are among those suspected
Maryland cases.
“As most of you know, the United States and other surrounding
countries are experiencing an
outbreak of what is known as the
Swine Flu,” Mabie wrote county

· One, cover your mouth and
nose when coughing or sneezing;
preferably in a tissue. Then discard the tissue after use;
· Two, wash your hands often
with soap and water, especially
after coughing or sneezing.
· Third, avoid spreading germs
by touching your eyes, nose or
mouth.
· Avoid close contact with sick
people. If you get sick, stay home
away from work or school and

Is your business advertising in Warren
County’s most popular newspaper?
If not, you are probably spending too
much to reach fewer people.

540-683-0728

or

540-551-2072

limit exposure to others. Visit
your doctor if necessary. Also,
this strain of flu is shown to be
susceptible to prescription antiviral drug therapy.
“This is also an opportune time
to review your Department’s or
Agency’s continuity of operations plans in order to maintain
business while a portion of your
workforce may be out sick. If you

do not have a plan, call Captain
Marti Viggiano or myself for assistance in putting one together.
“Again, this is a rapidly evolving situation. The CDC will continue to provide guidance as new
information becomes available.
You can obtain additional information about the swine flu at the
following CDC website”: www.
cdc.gov/swineflu/index.htm

New Beginnings Community Greetings
“Introducing Your Business to
New Homeowners in our Community”

***

P.O. Box 1025
Front Royal, VA 22630
540 635-8660

Advertisement

44 year old man needs
enough work to survive
I will haul away any scrap metal you have around your home, farm
or business FREE of charge. I presently make $4.00 per hundred
weight minus gas for the scrap I haul from your place for FREE.
I will remove for FREE... vehicles and/or parts, tractors or other machinery, freezers, refrigerators, AC units, washers, dryers, furnaces,
hot water heaters, iron tubs, sinks, pipes, radiator heaters, car engines,
transmissions, rims, lawn mowers, tillers, riding tractors, weed-eaters, snow blowers, bicycles, wood stoves, aluminum camper shells,
campers, trailers and anything else metal... FREE... FREE... FREE so
call me and I’ll haul it and the mess disappears FREE of charge. I’ll
travel to Warren, Clark, Frederick and maybe other places depending
on amount to be hauled.
I also can do tree work, clean out basements, buildings, attics or
homes to be rented for very affordable rates and the estimate is FREE
so please call.
If everyone would think about that one job that they have wanted to
get done but haven’t gotten to it yet... call me and just as this country
was founded on the bartering system,,, we will do just that... we will
figure out how to agree on the price and get it done.
I would also like to take the time to say thanks to all who have called
since I started running this ad... I have met and worked for a lot of
good people.
Realtors please call.		
Citizens please call.		
Business owners please call.
Contractors please call.

Thanks for reading.
Thanks for calling

540-631-4020
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Wings To Go is open seven days a week, from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Monday-Friday; and 11 a.m.-9 p.m. on
Sundays. It is located at 433 South Street in the Royal Plaza Shopping Center between Radio Shack and
Plaza Dry Clean & Laundromat.

Business

Wings To Go opens to a rush in Royal Plaza
From 20 sauces, to sports TV and the ‘Homicide Challenge’ – it’s food & fun

Things have been busy since Wings To Go opened to
the public on April 22.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Despite the name, Front Royal
Wings To Go franchise co-owner
Sean O’Donnell want to make
sure people understand Wings
To Go offers more than just carryout and more than just wings
– not that, that’s a bad start. Our
first inkling this wasn’t going to
be just a walk in/walk out pickup
business came from a friend who
said simply “It’s BIG” after a visit
during remodeling about two
weeks before the April 21 dryrun pre-opening and April 22 official opening.
“We have tables, three plasma
screen TV’s, a NASCAR room
with a sit-down bar table to eat
at; and we have ribs, buffalo
shrimp, salads, wraps and Panini sandwiches,” O’Donnell said,
cleverly working this reporter’s
well-known affection for food
and sports TV into the conversation.
We also noticed a catfish sand-

I had to shuffle my wings
a bit for their photo op to
cover a half-eaten one,
not to mention two wings
stripped bare, after I forgot to take the shot before I dug in.

wich, and standards including
hot dogs, corn dogs and chicken
tenders on the menu. However
going with the flow, we opted for
an order of Buffalo Garlic wings
from a selection of all 20 Wings
To Go signature sauces, along
with some latticed fries, celery,
blue cheese and ranch dressing,
and a soft drink.
“I get a free refill on this soda, if I
need it, right?” I asked Sean as he
set a small side of Wings To Go’s
challenging “Homicide” sauce on
my tray as I settled in front of one
TV for some NBA and NHL playoff highlights. “Sure, you like hot,
don’t you?” Sean asked before
warning me to go easy on sampling the Homicide.
“I had a guy come in here and
order 10 Homicide wings the
other day,” Sean explained. “I
asked him if he’d ever tried them
before and he said ‘Don’t worry,
I love hot.’ I went by a little later
and he asked for a box to go. I
looked down and there were still
six on his tray. I guess they were
a little hotter than he thought
they’d be.”
For the daring lover of things
HOT, Sean explains Wings To
Go offers a Homicide Wing Challenge – which is personal consumption of 20 Homicide wings
in 10 minutes with no cooling
down menu or drink assistance
to ease the suicide, I mean homicide attempt. “Do it and you
win a free hat, T-shirt and 10piece wing order,” Sean said. “It
doesn’t include a free trip to the
hospital?” I asked of the Homicide Challenge prizes. “Hopefully
they’ll pull back before that’s nec-

essary,” Sean countered of discretion becoming the better part of
valor in such things.
On April 28, we asked Sean how
things have gone in his and partner William Schick’s first week of
business. “We’ve been swamped,”
he replied. “We have sold out of
chicken three times – but it won’t
happen again,” he promised. Preopening stocking is controlled by
the 24-year-old franchise, which
bases its estimates on other
Wings To Go openings in similar
markets, O’Donnell said.
“Impressive. – But you know the
key is keeping them coming back
after the flush of trying ‘the new
place’ out wears off on the public,” we reminded him, drawing
on our own vast personal WCR
backgrounds as successful/lesssuccessful restaurateurs through
past economic recessions and
what not.
O’Donnell replied that he
will rely on providing a quality
product with quality service in
friendly surroundings to bring
his customers back. And if the
competition gets tough in the
down economic market place,
O’Donnell can draw on his 10year career (1989-99) in the ring
as a semi-pro boxer to slug it out
– economically of course – with
the competition.
If anything, the squared circle
of the boxing ring prepares one
for the twists and turns of competition: the unexpected, the
adversity, not to mention the
preparation necessary to succeed
– whether those are gloves on
your hands, or a tray full of food
in them.
And in addition to his and his
staff ’s commitment to succeed,
O’Donnell points to the experience of the Wings To Go franchise itself. Wings To Go began
in a lone storefront location
across the street from Dover Air
Force Base in Dover, Delaware in
the summer of 1985, he told us.
“They say they literally began ‘on
a wing and prayer.’ Now they have
86 locations in 23 states, mostly
in the east but some out west too.
We’re the newest, and we hope to
be one of the best over the long
haul.”
Wings To Go is open seven days

From left, Sean O’Donnell with stafferes Chris Fitzgerald, Ami Darrow and Jason Crick. Chris and Jason
are head chefs and Ami keeps things flowing from
kitchen to customers at Wings To Go (or stay).
a week, from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.
Monday-Friday; and 11 a.m.-9
p.m. on Sundays. It is located
at 433 South Street in the Royal
Plaza Shopping Center between
Radio Shack and Plaza Dry Clean
& Laundromat.
In addition to lunch specials
and Family Meal Deals, catering
is available. Wings come regular
or boneless and in orders from
5 pieces ($4.99) to 100 pieces
($63.99). Sandwiches and wraps
run between $4.99 and $7.49,
with hot dogs at $2.49; half racks
of ribs at $8.99 and full racks at
$14.99. Salads run between $3.99
for a house to $7.99 for a Buffalo

Shrimp Salad. Chicken Tenders
and Buffalo Shrimp orders are
also available in a variety of sizes.
There is a Kid’s Menu and classic
sides and sodas as well.
And by the way, the BuffaloGarlic sauce is excellent … but be
careful, very careful of the Homicide sauce – seriously. We just had
a smidgen, got cocky and dipped,
just a little you understand, about
four straight slivers of chicken
and a couple of fries in it and had
to go for that soda refill in a mild
brow sweat. – Sean, give me a call
when somebody does that Homicide Challenge, I’ll bring the camera back for that.

PLAZA DRY CLEAN
& LAUNDROMAT
(Formerly Suds City)

* Organic Dry Cleaning
* Coin-Op Laundromat
* Alterations
* Shoe Repairs
* Wash & Fold Drop Off Services
* Clean, Fun Child Friendly
* Game Room
* Vending Snack Machines
* Wifi & Cable TV
Tues – Thurs 8am - 8pm

•

Mon, Fri & Sat 7am - 9pm

540-636-0040

429 South Street, Front Royal (Next to Wings To Go)
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The “American Scientist” describes the American chestnut as “one of the most economically valuable and
ecologically important trees” in America … “For three centuries most barns and homes east of the Mississippi were made from American chestnut” … By 1918 the fungus arrived in the Blue Ridge. A dozen years
later … 3-1/2 billion American chestnut trees were dead.

Nature

CRC keys effort to resurrect American Chestnuts

CRC ecology interns Sumana Serchan (left) and
Amanda Powell (right) with Northern Shenandoah
Valley master gardener Molly Steadman (middle).
By Leslie Fiddler
Warren County Report
The Conservation and Research
Center is hosting the latest effort by The American Chestnut
Foundation’s Virginia chapter to
breed a blight resistant American chestnut adapted to the soils
and climate of Northern Virginia.
Citizens, naturalists, master gardeners, students, professors and
American Chestnut Foundation
members planted 200 American
chestnuts on April 14 on the west
slope of the CRC’s Race Track
Hill. Marked by rows of blue
tubes, the experimental plot is
visible from Route 522, just north
of Gate 2, south of Front Royal.

they grew throughout Appalachia, from Maine to Georgia and
north to Ontario, in some areas
constituting 25 percent of the
hardwood forest.
“For three centuries most barns
and homes east of the Mississippi
were made from American chestnut,” Wikipedia tells us.
A single tree could supply
enough wood to build and furnish a house. Chestnut bark shingles lasted 50 years. Pigs foraged
chestnuts and, predating cattle
drives, were driven to Roanoke

for sale and slaughter. Farmers
picked bags of nuts and delivered
them to the local railroad station
for resale to Boston and Philadelphia city dwellers. During a hard
winter chestnuts provided sustenance to hardscrabble farmers.
Chestnut bark also supplied
tannin to local and European tanneries. Darwin Lambert, author
of “The Undying Past of Shenandoah Park,” writes that “Tanbark
was frequent cargo on wagons
moving across mountain passes
and in gundolas moving down
the Shenandoah River ... In 1874
the Cover Brothers Tannery in
Browntown employed 100 men
full time and another 150 for
springtime bark peeling and hauling. And the local historical record indicates that around 1890,
one week’s railroad freight leaving Front Royal included 260,000
pounds of tanbark. However, by
1904 the bark supply around the
Browntown area was exhausted
and Covers Tannery closed.
While the giant native chestnuts were being exploited, smaller non-native chestnuts were
imported for food stock. Carried
by blight resistant Asian nursery
stock the blight fungus arrived in
New York City where it was first
identified in 1904 at the Bronx
Zoo. An attempt was made to
stop its spread by creating a 35
mile swathe around Washington
DC. The fungus is highly mobile,
carried by the wind, birds, insects
and people, and attacks both
American chestnuts and chinquapin. As well, on the advice of
the U.S. Forest Service, Chinese
chestnuts continued to be imported and planted.

… to famine

trees survive.

By 1918 the fungus arrived in
the Blue Ridge. A dozen years
later, despite numerous attempts
to stop the blight’s spread, 3-1/2
billion American chestnut trees
were dead. Populations of wild
turkey, deer and bear plummeted. Industries failed and railroad
stations closed. By 1950 the formerly abundant American chestnut was a threatened species.
Yet some American chestnuts
have survived. Many (stunted)
survivors have sprouted from the
original root systems, occasionally forming nuts before succumbing to the fungus. The fungus is
local in range, so an American
chestnut can survive if there is no
other tree within 10 kilometers.
Also, there are pathogens, which
weaken the fungus, thus helping

Comeback, sort of
The rows of blue tubes at the
CRC represent a sophisticated
attempt by the Virginia Chapter
of The American Chestnut Foundation to assure the American
chestnut’s genetic diversity. While
both The American Chestnut
Foundation and its Virginia Chapter have other American chestnut orchards, the CRC planting is
their only all-American plot. Its
nuts were hand pollinated from
trees close to the CRC; parents
trees that pre-existed the blight.
The planting consisted of 10 seed
lots of 5-30 seeds each, 200 in all,
potentially hybridizing six types
of native American trees.
Cathy Mayes, president of the
Virginia Chapter of the Ameri-

Evil enemy garlic mustard red alert

From feast …
The “American Scientist” describes the American chestnut
as “one of the most economically valuable and ecologically
important trees” in America. Depending on growing conditions,
they range from a diameter of
about 6-foot-8-inches, frequently
reaching 15 feet. Known as “the
redwood of the eastern forests,”

Two year old garlic mustard, in bloom. The invasive
species outcompetes native species like trillium,
bloodroot and wild ginger. As even a pulled plant
can bring its seeds to maturation, it is best to leave
uprooted plants in black plastic bags in the hot sun
for several days to rot. The leaves are edible in
their first year. Photo by Leslie Fiddler.
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can Chestnut Foundation, writes,
“Because the nuts planted at CRC
are all pure American chestnuts,
they will all eventually die of the
blight. However, pure American
trees are essential for crossbreeding with the Chinese tree to pro-

duce the desired hybrid.
“Unfortunately, wild American
chestnuts are disappearing. If we
don’t plant and nurture American trees, the breeding program
could run out of healthy American genetic material. In addition,

Didn’t finish High School?
You need your GED!
Want to get it FREE?
FREE GED Practice Tests & Classes
Blue Ridge Technical Center & Samuels Library

(540) 667-9744 or (800) 435-5945

www.needmyged.org
Must be 18 or older to participate
Northern Shenandoah Valley Adult Education

Nature

this orchard gives us a place to
study methods of controlling the
chestnut blight, including growing the pathogens that are already
known to weaken it.”
Mayes predicts, “Some trees
will die in the first year. We hope
that others will live upwards of 20
years. With careful nurturing by
CRC and Virginia Chapter volunteers, many will live long enough
to produce fertile nuts, and a new
generation of pure American
chestnut trees will be born. This
is a work in progress,” she points
out. “We are making excellent
progress and we have great hope
for success, but we’re still on the
road. And we need American
genetic material to continue.”
To learn more about the American chestnut Mayes recommends
“American Chestnut: The Life,
Death, and Rebirth of a Perfect
Tree” by Susan Freinkel. Anyone
who knows of an American chestnut tree, especially if it flowers,
is asked to send samples to The
American Chestnut Foundation,
PO Box 158, Marshall, VA 20116.
A description of the American
chestnut and the protocol for
submitting samples is available at
www.vatacf.org/treeid

Check out our
Mothers Day Gifts!
Formerly
‘Just Teas’n’

Now located at 18 High St.
(corner of High & E. Jackson
St. behind Second Chance.)

May & June Specials

10% OFF Highlights & Pedicures
Valid May 1, 2009 - June 30, 2009

Booth Rental Available $75 weekly for first year

635-8600

100 MPG

NEED A QUALITY CAR,
TRUCK, VAN OR SUV
with GUARANTEED
FINANCING?

STREET LEGAL SCOOTERS
STARTING @ $1095
3 Styles to Choose From

Come to On The Road Again, Inc.
WE HAVE:
• LOW DOWN PAYMENTS!!
• THE OPPORTUNITY TO ESTABLISH or
RE-ESTABLISH CREDIT!!
• EASY TERMS – WEEKLY or BI-WEEKLY
• PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE!!
• VEHICLES THAT COME WITH 3Month/
3000 Mile POWER TRAIN WARRANTY
www.ontheroadagain1.com

Fully Automatic CVT Transmission
49.5cc 4 Stroke Engine Electric Start
with Kick Start Backup
2 Yr/24,000 Mile Engine/Trans. Parts
Warranty
Lots of Storage
No Driver’s License, Tags or Insurance
Required
www.affordableatvs.com

ON THE ROAD AGAIN AUTO SALES & FINANCE
1412 N. Shenandoah Avenue, Front Royal, VA • 540-636-3112
Owners Dirk & Cindy Essert WANT TO GET YOU ON THE ROAD AGAIN!
SERVING FRONT ROYAL & THE SURROUNDING AREAS FOR 10+ YEARS!

$5

115 South Street • Front Royal
Just Up From Kmart

CAR
WASH

683-4226

$4 OFF

$3
OFF

Best Value!

Ultimate Wash
Add Rain-X®
Special

Warren

County Report

Discount

$14.00
$3.00
$17.00
- 4.00

Only $13.00

ENTER COUPON CODE
1116

Expires 5/14/09

Ultimate Wash
Special

Warren

County Report

Discount

$3
OFF
$14.00
- 3.00

Only $11.00

ENTER COUPON CODE
1113

Expires 5/14/09

Supreme Wash
Special

Warren

County Report

Discount

$3
OFF
$12.00
- 3.00

Only $9.00

ENTER COUPON CODE
1111

Expires 5/14/09

Express Wash

$8.00

Special

- 3.00

Warren

County Report

Discount

Only $5.00

ENTER COUPON CODE
1112

Expires 5/14/09
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Community

“The very first losing ticket I bought, won.” – Gerry McWhinney

Mountain ‘Mystic’ or Lucky ‘Loser’
Mountain Mystic owner explains Match 3 lottery tuition winnings
By Lorie Showalter
Warren County Report

Hearing of a local lottery winner, who also happens to be an
early advertiser and long-time
supporter of Warren County Report, we rushed over to Mountain Mystic Trading Company
on South Street to corner owner
Gerry McWhinney before he
squandered all that state cash

on frivolous things other than
a long-term contract on a fullpage, color ad.
However, McWhinney quickly explained that we shouldn’t
confuse his winning scholarship
prize with actual dollars! That is
the message McWhinney wants
to convey to those who’ve heard
about his ‘winnings.’
McWhinney is one of 20 scholarship winners of the $50,000

THE APPLE HOUSE
OF LINDEN, VA
SINCE 1963

NEW Tuesday-Sunday Dinners 4-8 p.m.! Come enjoy
our great new dinners featuring Pork Chops, Tilapia, Chicken Caesar
Salads, and of course our famous BBQ! Great kids meals too! ALL NEW
CROCS are here and they are wonderful! New Styles for Men, Women,
and Children! Don’t forget that Vera Bradley makes great Easter gifts for
anyone! Check out our new website www.theapplehouse.net

540-636-6329

EXIT 13 OFF I-66• 7 Days a Week
APPLEHOUSECATERING@HOTMAIL.COM

Postal Business Center
122 W. 14th St. • Front Royal, VA

Located next door to
Melting Pot Pizza
Packing • Shipping • Moving boxes •
Mailbox rentals • Notary • FAX • Laminating
• Copies

540-635-7997
540-635-2186 (fax)

We’re Here To Serve
You With Many Business
Services!

Virginia Lottery’s Match 3 Birthday Scholarship Sweepstakes. He
said, “I was at Robinson’s Grocery
waiting in line and I saw the word
scholarship and had an intuitive
idea that I was going to win this
the very first time.”
I asked Gerry if maybe there
was something mystic in his intuition. He laughed and said, “It
was so weird, it was so totally
weird, because I never have that
feeling about winning anything.
But I think part of it was that it
wasn’t directly for me. I didn’t get
any money for it; none of us [wife
or daughter] will get any money
from it.”
It turns out that Gerry was hoping for a losing ticket. After having purchased about ten tickets
over the course of three months,
the first two he bought paid out
cash values of $5 and $10 respectively. He said, “If I’m driving
home and three numbers come
to me, I’ll go and pick up a ticket.”
This time the word scholarship
kept ringing in his ears because
both his wife and daughter are in
college and the educational debts
were beginning to weigh heavy
on his mind.
McWhinney thought he’d continue to try and buy that losing
ticket and he points out, “The
very first one I bought that was
a losing ticket [and which he entered online per lottery instructions] was the one that won.” As
he explains about the convoluted nature of this “winner” that
was really a “loser” or vice versa
– Ahh heck Jerry, ‘splain it to us
one more time.
Patiently he recounted how
only a no cash prize “losing” ticket can be entered into a scholarship Match 3 drawing. The scholarship prize is part of the Virginia
Education Savings Trust (VEST)
account funded by the Virginia
Lottery. VEST is an IRS Section
529 qualified tuition program.
McWhinney and the 19 other
lottery ‘loser-winners’ will get to
name the academic beneficiary,
which can be more than one
person. The scholarship money
then goes directly to the school
towards beneficiary tuition(s).
– In Gerry’s case, his daughter,

Jerry McWhinney at Mountain Mystic’s cosmic power
- and retail - center.
who has an inside on one scholarship nomination, is already in
her third year of college at James
Madison University, and his wife
is currently studying at Eastern
Virginia Medical School.
Representatives of the Virginia
College Savings Plan will assist
McWhinney and the other winners in establishing the VEST
accounts with initial balances of
$50,000. The beneficiary of each
account will then be eligible to
use the funds for qualified-higher
education expenses when he or
she is ready to go [or already enrolled] in college.
We were going to ask McWhinney, “What are you going to do
now? – Pack it all in, vacation in
Tahiti? Lead the good life?” And
indeed he will, if only in resting
a little easier when he gets home
each night knowing that mounting educational debt has eroded
a bit thanks to that lucky losing
ticket.
You can visit the Mountain
Mystic Trading Company online

at www.mountainmystic.com or
better yet, go to 215B South Street
in Front Royal and experience the
peaceful atmosphere of a unique
place to browse and shop locally
… and experience the true “mystic” of Mountain Mystic while
you’re there! – Maybe some of it
will even rub off … lucky, lucky,
lucky.

Match 3 ticket
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Community

Are you going to the prom?

By Mary Ellen South
Warren County Report
It’s that time of the year- spring,
school coming to a close and time
for the ritual we all (parent and
teenager) look forward to- the
prom. But for families with special needs children, going to the
prom is often not in sight. When
Andrew Sealock, a junior at Skyline High School, expressed interest to his Dad, Alan, the response
was, “ why not?.”

Of course, the challenges were
many. First, a date. Second, social skills. Third, the expense.
The only prospective date was a
good friend of Andrew’s who is
also special needs but not an at-

tendee of Skyline High School- in
fact, she is 24 years old. When
Andrew signed up for the big
event and gave his date’s age, the
answer was a resounding “NO”.
Alan felt that the school might
relent when they reviewed the
circumstances, so he went to bat
for his son. Alan has learned,
as do all special needs parents,
that sometimes you must make
exceptions for your child if you
want him to experience life as
a teen should. He also worried
about Andrew’s social skills with
a date. Andrew is well known at
Skyline- he helps with the various varsity teams and hangs out
a lot with the engineering staff
at school. His peers are few. He
is an example of mainstreaming
special needs kids who “fit” into
the special academic areas of the
curriculum, but miss out on the
many other activities that every young person needs in their
lives.
Alan had great reservations
about all of this actually working
out, even after approval by the
school and rental of tux, review
of etiquette and anything else he
could think of.
But on Saturday night, everything went smoothly. Andrew’s
older brother drove from Blacksburg to watch his “kid brother”
do something the family never

Dominion Health and Fitness
9816 Winchester Road • Front Royal

dreamed would occur. When
a call came at ten pm from the
school, Alan’s heart dropped.
But Andrew was just calling for
cash- needed to pay for a photo
as a remembrance of this special
day in his life.

Congratulations to Andrew, his
date and his family for having the
courage to take a step forward for
special needs citizens of our community. We are so proud of all
of you. Pictured are Andrew, his
date and his Dad, Alan.

This Mother’s Day give her the

Life’s Endless Circle
Pendant

Grandmother–
Mother

Mother–
Daughter

The three sides of the triangle
representing the grandmother, mother
and daughter, are intertwined by
“Life’s Endless Circle.”

Daughter–
Granddaughter

The top point of the triangle represents the
Grandmother/Mother, the lower left represents the
Mother/Daughter and the lower right represents the
Daughter/Granddaughter. “Life’s Endless Circle” unites
these three generations, expressing the relationship and special life bond
between them.
Available Exclusively at

The Chain Reaction

In the K-Mart Shopping Center Next to Skyline Insurance & Radio Shack
Ample Parking • Modern Showroom • Extended Hours

NEW STORE HOURS! Mon-Sat 10am-6pm 540-636-7210

Spring is just around the corner...order early before the rush!

elmuth Quality Utility Buildings
uilders Supply, Inc.
Locally built in the Shenandoah Valley by Mennonite
Craftsmen! We service what we sell! Rent to Own!

14x36 Swiss Barn w/ 7’ sidewall

12x30 Stable Tack

540-636-1907
888-636-1907

Advertising
540-683-0728
540-551-2072

ew
our n
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Ask a omy barn!
econ

Stressed Out? Energize your life this Winter at Dominion
Health and Fitness • Membership as low as $7.50 week!
Free Child Care! Free Orientation!
Fitness for the entire family!

(540) 636-2820

Structurally Engineered
to Meet VA Permits!
Sizes 8x8 – 14x36 • Many Options
FREE 30 Mile Delivery

1231 Shenandoah Ave • Front Royal, VA
(Close to Hospital)
I-66, Exit 6, 522/340 S.
Through lights, on left beside bank

We also have: lawn furniture,
playhouses, playground
equipment, gazebos, log cabins!

www.helmuthbuilders.com

12x24 Cottage w/ 8’ sidewall
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When it became apparent there was little enthusiasm for his initiative … Parker told Council
Clerk Jennifer Berry to exclude him from future council food orders. “I may attend but don’t order for me,” Parker said, putting his stomach where his mouth is – or something …

Town

Little enthusiasm for literal municipal belt tightening
Councilman Parker cites tight economy in seeking $2000 budget cut for food
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Perhaps anticipating the hard
economic times and coming
budget discussion at hand, the
April 6 Front Royal Town Council work session started off with
Councilman Shae Parker’s proposal to eliminate funding of free
meals to council during extended
meeting schedules. Staff has provided meals for council at times
meetings or work session/meeting combinations have begun at 5
or 6 p.m. and been anticipated to
extend to 9 or 10 p.m., not giving
councilmen a chance to eat at the
dinner hour before jumping into
the grind of municipal politics. –
Well, we certainly want council’s
tummies full so their heads can
be clear, or as clear as possible,
as they tackle the advisability of
laws impacting us where we live.
However, Parker told council
in tough economic times when

citizens and staff are being asked
to make sacrifices, council should
bite the bullet, or perhaps in this
case not bite it, at least not at
taxpayer expense. While he acknowledged that annual meal
expense has not been historically
great – $2,020 in 2008 – he called
for a gesture of municipal belt
tightening by eliminating even
that expenditure. He said that
should the necessity of providing
meals for such sessions be advisable, each councilman should
foot the bill for his own meal.
There was some grumbling at
this notion, and it wasn’t coming
from anyone’s empty belly. There
was no food apparent for the 5
p.m., April 6 work session – at
least not in the conference room
within site of this often-hungry
reporter – since no 7 p.m. meeting would follow.
In addition to the fact none of
the current council is on the dole,
Parker noted that Front Royal’s

council was the fourth highest
paid in the state and could therefore afford to foot the bill individually for any meeting munchdowns.
Carson Lauder noted this town
council is the fourth highest paid
because Front Royal is the commonwealth’s fourth largest town,
though subsequent opinions expressed to us said the town was
actually 6th largest in the commonwealth. Front Royal councilmen receive around $7,800 gross
per year for their political jobs,
one of them told us recently …
(hmm, food & money, maybe I
will run next year).
Tom Conkey pointed out he had
occasional 9 p.m. meetings with
Lauder when the councilman,
who is largely responsible for distributing his family’s famed cole
slaw regionally, had just gotten
off the road and not eaten since
breakfast. With a number of 9 to
5’ers and beyond, including Park-

er himself, on council, Conkey
questioned the wisdom or necessity of asking councilmen to rush
into municipal business on empty
or self-funded stomachs.
“I’d rather take a pay cut of $120
a year or whatever it is, than lose
that occasional non-taxed meal,”
Vice Mayor Bret Hrbek said.
Parker injected that he had calculated the individual cost per
councilman and mayor at $277
per year based on last year’s cost.
Tom Sayre said he agreed with
Hrbek, that when long meetings
starting early were scheduled it
was not a luxury to feed council
– adding with a nod to Lauder,
that perhaps future meals should
feature the councilman’s famous
family-recipe cole slaw.
Graham observed that the issue would go away if council
eliminated earlier work sessions,
beginning all at 7 p.m., the same
time meetings start. That should
assure a dinner break for most, if

not all before digging into a municipal dessert of political oneupsmanship.
However, there was general
agreement when Lauder said
he favored the earlier starts to
lengthy agendas to allow council
and staff to get home at a reasonable hour. Lauder also observed
there was a socially beneficial
function to the early arrival and
pre-meeting group social occasion.
When it became apparent there
was little enthusiasm for his initiative and a consensus was to
continue the occasional publicly
funded meals for the town’s public servants at the mayors’ discretion, Parker told Council Clerk
Jennifer Berry to exclude him
from future council food orders.
“I may attend but don’t order
for me,” Parker said, putting his
stomach where his mouth is – or
something …
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So is our young and relatively inexperienced council running headlong into the economic abyss
based on philosophical predispositions and ideological stances – or perchance do they have
something “out of the box” up their collective sleeve? … like a sales tax hike on cigarettes?

Town

Town axes ‘revenue neutral’ tax increase from budget
Library funding approved, revenue options explored as proposal dissected

Councilman Shae Parker looks skeptical as Town
Manager Michael Graham explains staff’s rationale
for mechanics of $35.05 million balanced budget proposal.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
The debate begun in earnest
during April work sessions over
specifics of the Town of Front
Royal’s $35,055,662 budget proposal continued following the
April 27 Town Budget Public
Hearing. During that public
hearing council heard five speakers and two letters read into the
record in support of full funding of the town’s share of operational support of Samuel’s Public
Library. The only other speaker,
Richard Karikoff, asked council
not to enact a personal property
tax hike during the current economic Recession, or mini-Depression.
In the end it was the expression
of those eight citizens, including two home-schooled children
that held sway, at least as far as
it matched the majority council
will expressed during the earlier
budget discussions.
Celestial maneuvers
in the dark?
The first reading approval of the
budget included amendments
eliminating the proposed 14-cent
personal property tax hike (to 74
cents) that was called revenue
neutral to both the town and the
citizens that would pay it (a forecast loss of $129,000 in revenue);

and funding of Samuels Public
Library at $82,000.
Vice Mayor Bret Hrbek’s motion to keep the personal property tax at the current 60 cents
per $100 of assessed value passed
unanimously, as did his motion to
fund the library at $82,000. Chris
Holloway withdrew his motion to
preserve a suggested position cut
in the planning and zoning department to allow further discussion at a May 4 work session and
not risk a final defeat that night.
Tom Sayre’s original motion to
approve the budget as presented
never got to a vote. His twiceamended motion passed by a 4-2
margin, with Holloway and Shae
Parker voting no. A work session
was scheduled for May 4, prior
to the required second vote of
approval scheduled for council’s
regular meeting of May 11.
It never seemed likely a council majority would follow Hrbek’s
stated desire, expressed during
an April 6 work session, to “zero
out the budget for the library.”
And it was apparent from that
same work session that there was
strong opposition to raising the
personal property tax this year
to help balance a fiscal year 2010
budget that not only is $660,000
less than the current town budget, but also faces a 6.8-percent,
one-million dollar revenue shortfall and an uncertain economic
future.

Homeschoolers and homeschooling parents were
prominent among those urging the town to fully fund
Samuels Public Library. “The library is a good place
to study ... we are very dependent on the library,” one
told council.
That future includes:
· a lawsuit by several 522 corridor chain restaurants that if
successful could slash another
$750,000 of anticipated PILOT
fee revenues from the budget;
· a federally-mandated wastewater system upgrade due to begin
next year currently estimated at
a cost of $30 million to $32 million – probably about $2 million
in annual bond payments;
· and then there’s that silly, little
national economic situation – recession, depression or whatever it
is that has thus far been forecast
to continue for another 18 to 24
months, and that on the optimistic side.
But not to worry, I guess, unless you’re the town manager or
finance director that deals with
town operations on a day-to-day
basis. During the April 6 work
session presentation of their budget recommendation, Graham
called it “penny-pinched, conservative and very tight.”
However, following the April
27 public hearing Holloway and
Parker questioned the morality
of job cuts to balance a municipal
budget. Parker said, “Two things
you don’t do in a bad economy
– raise taxes and lay people off.”
He said rather, the town should

“nickel and dime” to save positions, and perhaps he should have
added, think out of the box to add
revenue streams.
Graham asserted that in his
second budget cycle last year,
staff had pared $2.2 million in
operational costs out of the town
budget following the previous
year’s operational redesign process. Addressing the morality of
cutting jobs to balance the town
budget in a down economy, Graham said, “This has nothing to do
with moral, immoral. I hate to see
anybody go … but there could be
very difficult times ahead of us.”
He noted that not only has the
town not raised real estate or
personal property taxes in nine
years, but that at the time of the
last reassessment process in 2006,
the town had actually readjusted
personal property taxes down.
– “We didn’t equalize the tax rate
following the reassessment, we
actually decreased it. People paid
less taxes than they had before.”
Addressing the inclusion of
taking $129,000 of lost personal
property tax revenue from the
town cash reserves, Graham said,
“We were trying to protect the
fund balance in case the economy tanks more.” However, he acknowledged that ultimately how
to balance the budget was council’s decision.

“People talk about making sacrifices, everybody is making sacrifices – the library is closing on
Sunday. I’m proud that in this
economy we only recommended
losing two people,” Graham said
of the budget prepared by staff.
Of the library’s sacrifices, Director Eileen Grady later said under
current funding sources, including $600,000 for Warren County
and $82,000 from the town the
library will have to close Sundays, but would not lose access to
state funding streams, which had
been a concern had the town zeroed out library funding. Grady
said that while the library board
had initially requested $117,000
from the town, that request was
based on a higher funding stream
from the county. The library initially requested what it wanted,
around $800,000, from the county as it prepares to move into a
larger, new facility. Library officials had actually hoped to get
$660,000 from the county. The
town appropriation approved fits
the county-town library funding
formula of 88/12 percent, Grady
said.
Something up their sleeve?
So is our young and relatively
inexperienced council running
headlong into the economic
abyss based on philosophical
predispositions and ideological
stances – or perchance do they
have something “out of the box”
up their collective sleeve?
Perhaps a clue was offered by a
comment from Sayre that closed
the budget discussion following
all the motions, amendments,
votes and debate. – “I’d like to
propose a cigarette tax for further consideration,” the councilman said of the work session
scheduled for May 4. Later an
off-the-record conversation with
another councilman not always
on the same page with Sayre,
suggested that a cigarette tax of
perhaps three cents could make
up for all the lost revenue that
resulted from council’s moves of
that evening … puff, puff, “Very
in-ter-est-ing,” to paraphrase
Colonel Klink of Hogan’s Heroes
TV fame.
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Town

Legal gymnastics and municipal government – the great Parker voting rights debate

Sayre at odds with council over member voting rights
Councilman isolated in desire for legal opinion on Parker’s budget vote status

At left, Tom Sayre explains why he thinks the town should seek a judicial opinion on Shae Parker’s voting
rights prior to a budget vote as Mayor Eugene Tewalt listens and Deputy Clerk Nikkie Stabile records. Right,
Parker seems to be biting his lip as Town Attorney Tom Robinett gets a cat nap as Sayre makes his point.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
During the “council concerns”
portion of the April 27 Front
Royal Town Council Meeting
Tom Sayre addressed an apparent
rift between the council majority
and himself on the issue of fellow
Councilman Shae Parker’s voting
rights.
During an April 20 work session Sayre lobbied council, the
mayor and staff to seek a judicial
declaratory judgment on last October’s Virginia Attorney General’s opinion that Shae Parker does
not have full voting rights as an
“appointed” member of council
according Virginia’s State Constitution. That opinion would preclude Parker from voting on town
budgetary matters of over $500.
With council seemingly divided
on a number of budget matters
scheduled for public hearing
and a first vote of approval later
that evening, Sayre wanted to
make his position perfectly clear.
– “I just want the citizens to be
aware,” he said after summarizing
the situation and his reasons for
asking for a judicial opinion prior
to council’s pending budget votes
(see related story).
“I believe Mr. Parker has full
voting rights,” the only attorney on council explained. Sayre
perceives the issue as critical at this time due to the state
constitution’s stipulation that a

two-thirds majority of “elected”
members is required to approve
budgetary appropriations of over
$500 - that means every portion
of the town’s current $35 million
budget proposal.
However the remainder of
council has sided with Vice Mayor Bret Hrbek, whose opinion is
that the issue is currently a legislative one not requiring the interference of the judicial branch of
government; unless the council’s
voting status quo is challenged
legally. Council critic Matt Tederick and Sayre concur that should
Parker’s vote be the deciding one
in a 3-2 or 4-3, mayor breaking a
tie in the latter case, budget vote,
the town’s approval of its budget would likely come under just
such a legal challenge.
Tederick lambasted the town
government for its stance against
seeking the legal opinion now
during council’s April 13 meeting.
The former county supervisor
and county Republican Committee head said Robinett’s advice to
council that Parker did not have
full voting rights had created the
grounds for the legal challenge
Hrbek now contends doesn’t yet
exist.
However, Sayre may find himself isolated from his colleagues
on the issue because it was his
inquiry to the Attorney General’s Office through 10th District
State Delegate Clifford L. “Clay”
Athey’s office that led to the

formal AG opinion on Parker’s
situation. Sayre has defended
the move as one any citizen can
make and called it a reaction to
Robinett’s advice to council.
During the April 6 work session discussion on seeking a judicial opinion on Parker’s voting
right, the councilman in question quipped, “I don’t know what
I ever did to the Republicans in
this state, but it appears that all
of them in Virginia, at least all of
them with a law degree are after
me.”
Parker is an independent; Sayre,
Athey and McDonnell are all Republicans with law degrees. However, Sayre reiterated on April 27
that he has disagreed with both
aspects of the AG ruling regarding the legality of Parker’s seating
and his voting rights. Questioned
later Sayre seemed baffled as to
why he was council odd man out
in seeking to judicially overturn
the second portion of McDonnell’s formal opinion.
Yes & no
While he has been blamed by
some, including Tederick, for
unleashing the political harpies
throughout the state with his advice to council that Parker might
not have full voting rights, the
town attorney has pointed to
both local and state codes as a
possible way out of the dilemma.
In an April 8 letter to the mayor

and council, Robinett noted that
while Parker could not be considered as the third of five required “elected” member votes
of approval on budgetary matters
by state constitutional requirements, no such “elected” stipulation exists in the either the Town
Charter or state codes on the imposition of taxes.
As reported in our last issue,
the legal implications of all this
left at least one reporter’s head
spinning. However, it apparently
was enough reassurance for five
members of council to stroll merrily along toward legal approval
of their much-debated fiscal year
2010 budget without additional
legal input, especially from that
nasty judicial branch of government.
History
Last October 30 Virginia Attorney General Robert McDonnell
issued a two-part AG Opinion on
Parker’s Aug. 11 appointment to
fill Mayor Eugene Tewalt’s nowvacant council seat. The first part
of that opinion stated that Parker
had been seated illegally in violation of a state-mandated 45-day
timeframe on appointments to fill
vacant electoral seats. The second

part of the AG opinion addressed
Parker’s status as a councilman
“elected, appointed, or selected”
– take your pick – by his fellow
councilmen. McDonnell agreed
with Robinett’s opinion that such
members were “appointed” and
did not fit the state constitution’s
definition of an “elected” member. Consequently according to
McDonnell, Parker does not have
full council voting rights. That
latter ruling overturned perhaps
a century of business as usual in
Virginia during which appointed
members were considered “elected” by their colleagues in our Republican Representative form of
government (note: Republican
is not a political Party reference
in this case, but rather refers to
the democratically-based form of
representative government of the
United States).
The town challenged the first
part of McDonnell’s ruling and on
Dec. 5, 26th Judicial Circuit Court
Judge Dennis L. Hupp overturned
McDonnell on the 45-day timeframe violation. Hupp upheld the
town’s contention that former
Councilman Eugene Tewalt did
not become mayor until the prescribed July 1 date he was scheduled to take office despite the fact
he took the mayor’s oath of office
five days earlier to accommodate
the schedules of family members
who wished to be present for the
ceremony.
However, the town did not seek
a judicial declaratory judgment
on the second part of the AG
opinion while hustling to head off
a special election being pushed
by Tederick, among others, to fill
Parker’s seat. The reason for that
lapse that could at worst have
upheld the standing AG opinion,
and at best overturned it, remains
a somewhat mysterious omission
to some, including yours truly.
– But hey, I’m just a simple reporter … unless of course I decided on a spring 2010 run for a
piece of that municipal cash and
grub mentioned elsewhere in this
issue …

FrVaToday.com
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Letters are encouraged. Please limit them to 750 words unless prior arrangements are
made. Email letters to: editor@warrencountyreport.com and be sure to include your
name, town and contact information.
Standards of Learning?
Editor:
Not once have I read recently
anything that even remotely
mentions holding students, and
more importantly their parents
accountable for their child’s
academic progress. In the “real
world” if students even bother
to show up for class, they are
tired, depressed, uninterested,
overwhelmed, disruptive, unprepared, or unable to perform the
assigned work due to the lack of

fundamental skills such as reading and writing they were assumed to have learned when
passing earlier grade levels. They
come from diverse family situations, from the rare “Mom and
Dad” to the single parent with
two jobs, a parent with no job or
no education, an immigrant with
little English skill, a drug dealer,
addict, doctor, lawyer, or laborer.
Most across this diverse social
cross section have one thing in
common – they don’t have the
time or reason to be involved in
their child’s education. “It’s the

teacher’s job, let them do it,” and
if their child isn’t getting good
grades, blame the teacher.
Teacher morale is low, and justifiably so. They are being excessively burdened by bureaucratic
requirements that have little to
do with educating, and more
to do with justifying the jobs of
their superiors.  They are expected to adjust their teaching for
special needs, homebound, and
for students that “need” to pass.
A large proportion of teaching
time is wasted on students that
should not and do not want to be

Letters
in their class. When counselors
and administrators are notified
of failing students due to many
absences, lack of effort, or inability to perform basic reading and
writing skills, they continue to be
included in the testing scores and
class averages. Give the families
a good reason to care about their
children’s education and make
the student accountable to more
than Mom and/or Dad and our
test scores will match any other
country’s.
Jerry Scholder

(Spouse of a teacher)
Front Royal, VA
Litter volunteers
Editor:
I would like to recognize and
thank the volunteers who came
out last Saturday morning to join
the Front Royal-Warren County Anti-Litter Council’s annual
spring road clean-up effort. The
Valley Ladies and members of
Kiwanis helped out at the Linden
and Bentonville transfer stations
and handed out free cargo nets to
cover trash loads, while members
of Brownie Troop 326, the Interact Clubs of Riverfront Christian
School and Skyline High School,
the Kiwanis, the Knights of Columbus and neighbors from the
Bentonville area picked up over
sixty bags of trash on Route
340, Bentonville Road, Luray
Avenue, and Criser Road. The
problem of roadside litter, which
seems to be ever increasing, is
just one of the issues that the
Council addresses. We are always
looking for volunteers who care
about the valley to join us in our
efforts. Again, many thanks to all
of you who showed up and picked
up!
Nancy Ernst
Front Royal
Letters are encouraged. Please
limit them to 750 words unless
prior arrangements are made.
Email letters to editor@warrencountyreport.com and be sure
to include your name, town and
contact information.
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Community

“He brought the best out of us, out of all of us. I know he brought the best out of me and
stuff that I still carry today that I would teach to my daughters.” – 1985 Lady ‘Cat Melissa
“Missy” Jackson on her coach, Bob Mason

Looking at the past to inspire the present
Champs ‘53 and ‘84-’85 Lady Wildcats on-field achievements went a lot deeper

Members of the 1984-85 Warren County Lady ‘Cat
state championship softball teams gather at the
mound during April 24 ceremonies prior to the WCSkyline game at new Wildcat softball stadium.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
The weekend of April 24-25 saw
two, three actually, local youth
sports teams recognized and
honored for achievements that
remain the stuff of legend around
ballparks in these parts. Prior to
the April 24 Friday evening Warren County-Skyline High School
softball match-up, members and
friends of the 1984 and 1985
Lady Wildcats gathered to see
two State Championship banners hung on the right field fence.
The following morning, surviving
members, families and friends of
the 1953, 11/12-year-old Front
Royal Little League All Stars that
finished third in the Little League
World Series saw the Senior/
Babe Ruth League Field named
for their collective achievement
– Champions 53 Field.
It was a weekend that left this
old sportswriter reuniting with
some familiar faces, and I will
admit unashamedly, reduced to
a childlike awe chasing those old
Little Leaguers around for their
autographs on one of a number
of baseballs provided by the Warren County Parks and Recreation
Department for just such a purpose.
For me, comments made by
players on both teams reflected
a connection that goes deep into

community, team, friendship and
the lessons of properly applied
and understood authority. For
while the on-field achievements
of these teams were indeed spectacular, it may be the outside the
lines lessons the players learned
from their coaches and each other that keyed that success and is
why ultimately they are remembered.
Coaching clinics
“We had the greatest coach
ever – ever – Bob Mason is the
best. That’s what I remember
most,” Melissa “Missy” Jackson
said drawing some laughter and
agreement from her 1985 Lady
‘Cat softball teammates. “He was
hard, he was a very hard coach
but a good coach,” Jan Lowry
added.
“Vince Lombardi was no Frank
Nesbitt – he’d snarl at us and
say ‘Pay attention!’ ” 1953 Front
Royal Little League All Star Mike
Berryman said of his team’s head
coach during April 25 Champions
53 Field Dedication ceremonies.
Berryman said he meant no disrespect to the late and legendary
Green Bay Packers coach known
for his hard-nosed discipline.
However, the vivid if distant
memories of 12-year-old boys
encountering their first dose of
such coaching techniques must

a really big fish pond; and we beat
some awful good teams along the
way.”
Berryman recollected a technique his coach used to keep the
team’s heads out of the clouds as
they were becoming increasingly
successful. “I’ve got a rock in my
hand I picked up on the way out
of here … When we got back, I
think it was from Ottoman, New
Jersey and getting ready to go to
the Little League World Series.
After those nine wins we were
feeling pretty good about ourselves. We came to practice next
day, got there and Mr. Nesbitt had
12 buckets sitting out between
the dugout and here at home
plate. And we’re going, ‘What are
those buckets for?’ He said I think
you all are getting a little too uppity and a little too cocky. And
the people in this town have built
this field for you and you’re going to have to maintain it. And he
made us go around and pick up
rocks for an hour before we could
practice getting ready to go to the
World Series. – Now that’ll make
you kind of humble. And we’ve
tried to stay humble, with this

Players and family members representing the 1953
Front Royal Little League All Stars during Champions
53 Field dedication ceremonies on April 25.
take priority.
Coaching was a theme players
from both teams were willing to
elaborate on.
“He brought the best out of us,
out of all of us. I know he brought
the best out of me and stuff that
I still carry today that I would
teach to my daughters,” Jackson
said of Mason, again drawing
agreement from her teammates.
“For me personally, he always
made me feel special, never made
me feel like I didn’t belong. He
cared about all of us,” Jackson,
who was recruited into the Wildcat softball mix as a 1985 junior,
explained.
“I blew my knee out playing
basketball and he was the first
face I saw at the ER in the basketball season,” Robin Richardson
observed of her coach’s involvement with his players beyond
the softball field. “He heard I’d
gotten hurt and he came to the
hospital. That’s the kind of stuff
I carried on, the caring outside
of being our coach. Between the
white lines – he was tough – but
outside of that white line he cares
about you as an individual.”
Taking the microphone to represent his long-ago Little League
teammates, Berryman who traveled from his southern Virginia
home for the dedication, returned to the theme of the coaching of Frank Nesbitt and assistant
Lonnie Jordan. His voice crack-

ing with emotion, Berryman said,
“They took a group of characters
and made sure that we had the
knowledge to play this game right
– fundamentally sound – and
that’s how we got to where we
were. It was a remarkable coaching job and an inspirational job
to get us where we were. Because
we were a lot of little minnows in

Is your business advertising in Warren
County’s most popular newspaper?
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“They took a group of characters and made sure that we had the knowledge to play this game right – fundamentally sound – and that’s how we got to where we were. It was remarkable coaching job and an inspirational job to get us where we were.” Mike Berryman on 1953 Little League All Star coaches Frank Nesbitt
and Lonnie Jordan

Mike Berryman leans
over to share a moment
with late teammate Warren Miller’s 7-year-old
grandaughter Jordan Kenney, who proudly holds a
photo of grandpa. Jordan
took the field with her
grandma, Miller’s widow
Janice, to represent the
power-hitting first baseman in Champs 53 Field
ceremonies.
day and all, but we’re very proud
to have been a part of this along
with the rest of the town.
“I remember a practice where
we had come back from Handley and had to practice under the
lights after we played the game
– he wasn’t too happy with how
we’d played that day,” Tharpe
recalled of her coach. “And Mason had drilled one, I mean deep
– and Robin got on her horse and
was going across and I swear it
was like she levitated across that
field and she scooted across there
and picked up the name ‘Scooter.’
And Tina Cornwell was on third
base and she liked to sing Tina
Turner songs. And that’s the kind
of stuff you remember – that
every day stuff that made you a
team. Those kinds of things are
forged over time, and it is the every day things that made it a special time.”
“When we left the field we were
friends,” Jackson chimed in. “And
just seeing him today, he’s still the
same. He looks at you the same
and says the same things that just
make you feel good,” she added of
the coach that helped this team
forge the bond they carry to this
day.
“It was hard not to tear up out
there – it’s very special, very sentimental. It’s moments like this
when we actually get to see each
other and joke around,” former

Quite a rotation I hear - from left, Giles Darr, Maxie Cameron, who threw out the first pitch at newly
named Champs 53 Field in recognition of his no-hitter in Front Royal’s third-place, 3-0 win over Camfield,
PA in 1953 Little League World Series, Mike Berryman and Sam Cooksey, who hit his only World Series
homer in that game too - (we got you covered, Sam).
regional Player of the Year Tharpe said of occasions that reunite
teammates across time.
A town and its kids
The 1953 Little League All Stars
seemed to concur that Saturday’s
renaming of the Senior/Babe
Ruth League field for their team
carried similar emotions. Sam
Cooksey, who appears to be the
team archivist, called the Champs
53 Field dedication a magic moment bringing old friends with
a special bond back together. “I
think it’s something we’ve carried
with us all our lives. And it really
was – it was something seeing all
of us, and the family members
together again. It really is special
and I’m grateful to the county
parks and rec and everybody for
doing this.”
“It’s really nice to be honored
56 years later in this way,” Berryman said with a nod to Cooksey, whom he called, “Our highly

paid sports information director.”
It was Cooksey who uncovered
some dormant 1953 World Series
artifacts in the Little League Museum in Williamsport, PA. during his trip there helping sponsor
the 2007 Front Royal Challenger
League All Stars as part of that
year’s Williamsport World Series events. The old Little League
Museum photos and archives
brought a flood of memories back
for Cooksey. “You can’t imagine
what a thrill this has been for us
for all these years. They really did,
they would close up everything
for the games,” he said. “When
we’d go in the stores they’d give
us a piece of candy or a drink.
Front Royal was just a wonderful
town and the people embraced us
– baseball was a wonderful thing
for us.”
Cooksey also remembered
the eye opener it was for a team
from a town of 7,000 to be playing in front of crowds of 12,000
to 15,000 in Williamsport. In fact
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1984 and 1985 state champion Wildcats are flanked
by 2009 edition Wildcats, right, and Skyline Hawks
during pre-game ceremonies.
when this reporter, who came
to this town in 1986, first interviewed former members of the
1953 All Stars for a 40th Anniversary feature, the late Warren
Miller and Freddie Moore regaled us with another personal
recollection – this one involving
soft drinks. It seems Coke always
came in a bottle prior to that
time, at least in the backwoods
of rural northwestern Virginia.
Cans, it seems, were reserved for
the beers the local adults drank.
“We saw this kid open up a can
when we were wandering around
between games and we went ‘Uh
oh, look at that.’ We thought he
was drinking beer. We’d never
seen Coke in a can before,” Miller
and Moore laughed of the experience.
Berryman closed his remarks
with two stories echoing his
teammates’ memories about the
town’s relationship to its youth
teams. He recalled making 75
cents an hour as a 12 year old and
going across East Main Street to
open a charge account at Joe Silek
Sr’s. clothes store, the Royal Quality Shop where Royal Oak Com-

puters is now located. “ ‘Well,
how are you going to pay for it,
Mike?’ he asked. And I said well,
I got a job across the street. Joe
Silek is exemplary of everybody
in this town. – They took care of
me all the way through college.
And I guess after that 1953 season I didn’t walk 500 yards until
I graduated from high school. Every time I walked to town somebody would pick me up. And of
course at that time you didn’t
have to worry about getting in
the car with anybody.”
Indeed, it was a simpler time and
an era that while it may be gone,
is certainly not forgotten – and
worth remembering every time
we visit Champions 53 Field and
all its neighboring youth sports
facilities in the Warren County
Parks and Recreation Complex
behind Bing Crosby Stadium; not
to mention the new sports complexes at both Warren County
and Skyline High Schools.
Thanks for the memories, guys
and girls! – And kids, go create
your own memories, they’re out
there waiting for you.
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“If they were going to write a movie about it, they wouldn’t write it the way it happened because
nobody would believe it.” – retired teacher/coach Bob Mason on the 1984 Lady ‘Cat state championship softball run

Playing in the moment – 25 years later
Lady ‘Cats recall a coach and team’s focus on the task at hand

Coach it up - from left, former Wildcat football coach
Bob Myers and WCMS and junior high Athletic Director and coach Bill Lawson discuss post-game strategies with Bob Mason.

Kelly Tharpe-Miller, left center, gets some recognition, not to mention the point, from former teammates, from left Patty Romer, Jan Lowry and Robin
Richardson.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Following their April 24th recognition as the only two teams in
Warren County High School history to win state championships,
we asked several players to recall
some of the highlights of those
magical 1984 and ‘85 seasons.
The question came not long after
we had reviewed a synopsis of the
Lady ’Cats history compiled by
Coach Bob Mason while he was
still at the helm of Wildcat soft-

ball. Our jaw may have still been
sagging somewhat from what we
had read.
“At the beginning of the ‘85
season [Coach Mason] really
hammered us on not expecting
to repeat,” 1985 Regional Player
of the Year Kelly Tharpe said of
her coach’s focus on the moment,
rather than the past or the future.
“We were very young that year –
how many graduates did we have
after 84? We were a long shot that
second year,” Jan Lowry added.
That observation led us back

to Mason’s recruitment – or perhaps psychological warfare – to
fill some holes in his 1985 team’s
lineup. We asked Melissa Jackson about her late recruitment to
softball during her junior year.
“The only reason I played was I
had him as a teacher and he told
me I wouldn’t make the softball
team,” Jackson recalled of one
aspect of Mason’s transitional
strategy. “I had just broken, and
I don’t mean to brag, but Missy
Jackson held the Warren County
shotput record for over 15 years.
I broke it as a sophomore. But I
quit running track and throwing because you couldn’t do both
back then. And there’s no way
you were going to do both, that’s
just how important softball was
to Mr. Mason. If it was softball,
it was softball and that’s it. So I
quit doing track to try out for the
softball team because he told me
I wouldn’t make it because I was
going to be a junior and hadn’t
played. But I knew I could make
it – and I shocked him and I was
glad,” Jackson said drawing laughter from teammates – of course
out of the coach’s earshot following the April 24 ceremonies at
the new WCHS softball field off
Westminster Drive.
“Every day was just as important as the state championship,”
Tharpe observed of a team attitude instilled by their coach.
“He never looked beyond the
next game. He never looked down
the road and said ‘Well, we’ve got
Handley in two weeks and we’ve
got Park View in two weeks.’ It
was who we had the very next
day. So, every game was just as
important,” Robin Richardson
concurred.
In 1985 the Lady ‘Cats had to
depend on Handley’s second upset – and only second season win
– over Park View in the regular
season finale to even make the
regionals. They took advantage of
the outside help to pull their up
and down 13-5 season together
and peak at the right time, with
decisive regional wins over Turner Ashby (11-0); NW District
Regular Season Champ Loudoun
County, 19-13; and Nelson County 10-4 at state to reach a second

consecutive state championship
game. There they defeated Randolph-Henry 3-1 to complete the
improbable back-to-back state
title runs.
Recalling Mason’s past description of a potential third championship run in 1986 ending in a
one-run regional loss, the players began recalling the four-year
span between 1983 and 1986.
“Eighty-three was the good

HOLLYWOOD ... Tobey Maguire
climbs off the bicycle he rides about
town, and gets into a racing car for his
next pix, titled “The Limit.” This
based on the book by Michael Cannell about Grand Prix drivers Phil Hill
and Wolfgang von Trips, who are
real-life friends and rivals on the Ferrari team in 1961. Maguire has gone
on record as saying he more and more
wants to go into producing, which definitely means less acting. So, as the
French say, Chacun a son Goût.
Mary Steenburgen is one busy
actress, with two projects in the
works. One for the big screen, “Did
You Hear About the Morgans?” with
Hugh Grant and Sarah Jessica
Parker, and a comedy pilot for the
small one titled “Happiness Isn’t
Everything” with Richard Dreyfuss.
All this, and a happy marriage to Ted
Danson in real life. ... Kathy Bates
has joined Sandra Bullock in “Blind
Side.” This a “sports dramedy” based
on the best-selling novel “The Blind
Side: Evolution of the Game.”
I’m always thinking about who
reminds me of whom. Maybe you do
too. Anyway. Harrison Ford and
Richard Gere, Al Pacino and Robert
De Niro, Dustin Hoffman and Robin
Williams are some.
I don’t know whether you caught a
TV show naming the 20 sexiest
actresses of all time, with Marilyn
Monroe coming out numero uno.
Which brought to mind, why hasn’t
there been one naming the most beautiful feminine face of all time? If there
is, surely it will be either Elizabeth
Taylor or Greta Garbo. And, in re
Garbo, my mentor Frances Marion
wrote many of her movies and also
was a close friend. Garbo was a constant visitor, and because Frances had
a Swedish cook, the great Garbo spent
much time in her kitchen. Frances
always said Garbo had the “most gorgeous face she had ever seen, AND the
biggest feet!”
Will Ferrell’s “One Man Show”
was a big success on Broadway, and
now he is going into “West Side Sto-

athletes, ‘83 was full of athletes
– but ‘84 was the team,” Lowry
said. “We didn’t have the team
camaraderie we had in 84 and
85,” Tharpe, who was on all four
teams, observed of the first of
four outstanding WCHS softball
teams.
As the memories began flooding back, the players began recalling the four years and the
relative role of luck, persever-

Tobey Maguire
ry.” One of my favorite songs is
“Maria” from this musical, and when
he sang it for David Letterman on a
recent “Late Show,” he “almost
knocked my teeth out.” It was so great!
It’s going to be a big one for Al Pacino. He’s set to play Napoleon in the
screen adaptation of the book “Betsy
and the Emperor.” No other cast members have been announced at this writing.
How’s this for a plot? It’s the film
starring Chris Rock, Tracy Morgan
and Zoe Saldana. The title is “Death
at a Funeral” and it’s about a dysfunctional family that comes together for
the funeral of their patriarch. Chaos
ensues when deep, dark secrets are
threatened to be exposed by a man
who appears and claims to be the gay
lover of the family’s much-respected
deceased.
***
BITS ’N’ PIECES: Clark Gable not
only was one of the screen’s greatest.
He was also a great American, receiving several medals for bombing missions during World War II. ... It is a sad
Liam Neeson who has returned to
work after the death of his beloved
Natasha. ... And Gable also lost a love
when Carole Lombard was killed in
a plane crash. ... There’s a new series
in the works titled “Films that
Changed the World.” Should be great.
© 2009 King Features Synd., Inc.
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“Every day was just as important as the state championship … He never looked down the road
and said ‘Well, we’ve got Handley in two weeks and we’ve got Park View in two weeks.’ It was who
we had the very next day.” – 1984-85 Lady ‘Cats recalling their coach’s focus on the moment

Current WCHS Principal Ernestine Jordan shares a
moment and a laugh with 1984-85 alumni and state
champions Jan Lowry, Kelly Tharpe-Miller and Melissa “Missy” Jackson.
ance, skill and emotional fortitude. “We were a good team – we
were a very good team in ‘84 –“
“We were lucky in ‘85 …” – “We
were lucky in ‘84 too – at Turner
Ashby we were very lucky,” the
power-hitting Lowry said, recalling her own fielding gaff the team
was able to survive in a 7-6 regional semifinal win. In fact, that
win came in the midst of four
consecutive games the Wildcats
won by a run, often coming from
behind, on the way to its 9-3 State
Championship win over Jefferson
Forest, another game they came
from behind to win.
‘84’s Hollywood script
“If they were going to write a
movie about it, they wouldn’t
write it the way it happened because nobody would believe it,”
Mason told us of the 1984 championship run. And while newspapers don’t usually go into detail of
games played weeks earlier, much
less a quarter century ago – we
don’t really have a sports page, so
indulge us, and yourselves here.
– Because Mason was right, no
one would believe this anyway:
It began with a one-game Northwestern District Championship playoff with Park View. The
teams had split during the season
(6-4 WC, 7-5 PV), handing each
their only loss of the season. Then
only the district winner advanced
to regionals. Warren built a 9-0
lead only to see the home-standing Patriots stage a furious 8-run
fifth-inning rally. In the bottom of
the seventh, clinging to a 9-8 lead

with one out and a PV runner on
second, catcher Suzanne Longerbeam fielded a bunt to start a 23-6, first to third, with shortstop
Tharpe covering at third, game
ending double play.
In the aforementioned regional
win over TA at Harrisonburg, the
hard-hitting Knights rallied from
a 4-0 deficit to lead 5-4 in the seventh and final inning. Down to
their last out with Tharpe on first
with a single and the memory of
her throwing error haunting her, a
“teary-eyed” Lowry lined a gametying triple to left. She scored the
go-ahead run when Richardson’s
sharp grounder was misplayed.
Marcie Fox then singled Richardson to third. Richardson came
home with what proved to be the

winning run on a misplay of the
throw to the infield on Fox’s hit.
Down 7-5, TA got 2 on with no
outs before Warren pitcher Marie
Gadd and the Tharpe-led defense
shut down the rally with only one
run across for the 7-6 win.
Home in Front Royal for the regional final before what has been
estimated at well over 2000 fans,
behind Gadd Warren battled
Culpeper to a scoreless deadlock
into the sixth. Lowry tripled in
Tharpe and Carolyn Hembry for
a 2-0 Wildcat lead in the bottom
of the sixth. But aided by some
uncharacteristic Wildcat infield
lapses, Culpeper tied it in the
top of the seventh, and shut the
Cats down in the home seventh.
Culpeper then put the Warren
girls up against the wall with a
3-run rally that only ended when
a potential fourth run was ruled
out for missing the plate. Facing a “flame-throwing” Culpeper
pitcher who had limited WCHS
to three hits over 8 innings,
things looked bleak when Lowry,
whose bat had been carrying her
team, fanned to start the inning.
But Richardson reached on an
error and Fox walked to begin an
improbable rally. Stephanie Keeler singled Richardson in – 5-3.
Melissa Rudacille’s bunt single
plated Fox with Keeler moving
to third – 5-4. Longerbeam then
continued the execution of the
Lady ‘Cats aggressive bunt and
run game, placing her second try
down the first base line, scoring
Keeler “to steal” the Region II
title.

Community
But it was out of the frying pan
and into the fire as the Lady ‘Cats
traveled to Richmond to face the
odds-on state favorites Meadowbrook. The Monarchs sported a
29-game home winning streak,
were hard-hitting, with a solid defense set up behind a hard-throwing, control pitcher – and they
had scouted Warren and were
ready for the bunt and run game
the Lady Cats had pulled themselves past Culpeper with. Meadowbrook grabbed a 1-0 lead in the
first on two singles, an error and
fielder’s choice. Stellar defensive
play from both teams, including
“Scooter” Richardson’s long run
to snag a fading foul in right that
kept another run from scoring
on a controversial “out-of-play”
call, took the game to the seventh
with Meadowbrook leading 1-0.
Backs against the wall again, and
with only two singles and two
walks to show offensively, it happened again. With one out Keeler
beat a wide throw from short to
first. She took second on a passed
ball on a failed bunt attempt by
Rudacille. Rudacille then lined

a single over the first baseman’s
head. The Monarch’s right fielder,
her county’s athlete of the year,
charged the ball, fielded it on
one hop and fired to first in an
attempt to nail Rudacille on a 93 putout. However, the ball got
by the first baseman and Keeler
score to tie the game with Rudacille going to second. Longerbeam
lined out to short bringing Tina
Cornwell, 0-for-3 on the day,
to the plate. Humming “What’s
Love Got to do with it?” perhaps,
Cornwell worked the count to 32 before driving Rudacille in with
a single to right center for a 2-1
Wildcat lead. Cornwell, who took
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second on the throw home, died
there and it was the state favorites now with their backs to the
wall. Meadowbrook responded
with a leadoff single in the home
seventh. But Gadd fired to Tharpe on a grounder back to the
mound to retire the lead runner.
A fly to left took Meadowbrook
to their last out. An infield hit
put runners on first and second
with two outs. Gadd then got the
Monarch’s number two hitter to
pop out to Rudacille to end state
favorite Meadowbrook’s season.
Mason once told me after
the uproar at the game’s end he
walked over to the Meadowbrook

dugout, empty save for their female coach who sat stunned. He
tried to console her. “She said,
‘We were the better team,’ ” to
which Mason didn’t argue. She
told Mason, “We scouted you,
we were ready for your bunt and
run game but you didn’t bunt.”
Mason didn’t reply at the time
but told me as he recounted the
story, “We never got anybody on
base in position to use the bunt
and run.”
I guess sometimes it is better
to be both lucky and good, not to
mention focused in the moment.
After all that one-run drama, the
9-3 state championship win over

Jefferson Forest in front of somewhere between 3000 and 4000
hometown fans may have seemed
a little anti-climactic; but nonetheless in the moment, and the
moment they had all been working toward.
In recalling these games it
seems apparent that the collective team focus on the moment at
hand served these Lady ‘Cats well.
For it is but a series of moments
we all live in. And ultimately it
is what each of us makes of that
succession of moments that we,
and those who come after us are
left with. And because of the example they set in their moments,

it seemed worth doing an abbreviated play by play a quarter century later. WHEW, I don’t know
about you but that four-game
stretch took a lot out of me just
reading and writing about it!
Postscript: ‘76 to ‘09
Also acknowledged at the new
Wildcat softball field on April
24 were the Lady ‘Cats’ 1976-77
Regional Championship teams of
coach Sweeney Shiflett, who recruited Mason to replace him. As
Mason has often said, and it was
pointed out in the pre-game ceremonies, regional championships

were as far as it went at that time
– so who knows how far those
teams might have gone given the
opportunity.
And in an unhappy bit of irony,
for the Wildcats at least, in the
wake of the pre-game ceremonies, Skyline High sort of rained
on the Wildcat’s parade by prevailing by – guess what? – a run,
1-0, in 8 innings in the 2009 intown rivalry match-up that followed the day’s ceremonies. But
regardless of the winner, it would
seem that a tightly played, onerun extra-inning game was a very
appropriate conclusion to the
day’s events.

Warren County Humane Society Pets of the Week

Open Mon.-Sun. 10am to 4pm - Closed Wed. • 1245 Progress Drive, Front Royal, VA • 540-635-4734 • humanesocietywc@gmail.com
The Humane Society will be holding its first annual Adopt-a-thon on Saturday, May 2nd 8 am to 10 pm and Sunday May 3rd, 8 am to 8 pm. Saturday, Auction - Sat.May 2, Auction
begins at 5 pm. People and Pets Photography on site from 11 am to 7 pm, portrait packages available. All proceeds go to help the animals of the shelter.

Thank you for your support. For more information call 540-635-4734.

Dogs Available For Adoption:

Tito is a male Shepherd mix, black with brown,
about 7 years old. He was surrendered to us
by his owner who was losing his home. He is
a great dog, friendly and calm. He gets along
with other dogs. If you would like to make him
your new family member, the senior adoption
fee is $90 and includes his neuter, vaccinations, flea/tick treatment, deworming and microchip.

Flash is a female beagle
on the senior side of life.
She was brought to us on
4/10/09 after being found
as a stray.

Polka Dot is a female Dalmation/Aussie mix.
She is white with a lot of black spots. She is 2
1/2 years old and was surrendered to us by her
owner because they were no longer able to afford her. She is very friendly and affectionate,
is good with children, but timid around other
dogs, and she is good with cats. She has been
house trained, leash trained, and knows sit,
paw, stay, & come.

Scrappy is a beautiful Boxer/Pitt mix female, all black with white markings.She
is about 4 months old and was surrendered to us by her owner because they
had too many puppies. She is so cute
and playful!

Tito’s ad sponsored by:

Flash’s ad sponsored by:

Polka Dot’s ad sponsored by:

Scrappy’s ad sponsored by:

Valley Finds

Apple Mountain

Little Red Dog
Wanda Snead
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Tangela Phillips, Certified
Andrea Coates
Serving the area for 16 years
Decor + Collectibles
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Sam Snead Realty
Certified Trainer
valleyfinds.com
540-635-9753
Linden, 635-2665
540-551-0994
SamSneadRealty.com
540-622-6200
Call for Appointments
Contact Alison @ 540-551-2072 if you would like to become a pet sponsor too!
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“All of our songs begin life as a musical ‘discussion’ between an acoustic guitar and two voices. Our selfediting is brutal at that point in the song’s life; anything superfluous is cut out and the song reduced to its
essence. If I could write a song half as good as just one of Flannery O’Connor’s short stories I’d die a happy
man.” – Troy Haag

Music

Warren County Songwriters:

Earth Momma and the Cosmic Groove – for the pure joy
Troy and Paula Haag survive a Lovewreck to get a cosmic groove on

Troy and Paula Haag. Jessica Simpson Photography.
By Alfred Everettson
Warren County Report
In one of my previous articles,
I made many references to local band Lovewreck’s 2000 debut (and only) CD, “A Layover
To Catch Meddlers.” I have long
thought it was a crime that this
CD did not get the notice that
in my opinion it obviously deserved. So today, I have returned
to talk with principle Lovewreck
songwriter, Troy Haag and his
wife and often times co-writer,
vocalist Paula, to see what they’ve
been up to musically.

I contacted the Haags via their
son, Max (an accomplished musician in his own right) and, after
exchanging e-mail addresses, we
set the meeting for the interview.
The Haags have an in-house recording studio, (Southern Gothic
Productions) that, along with
their weekly occupations, puts
them on a very intense weekend
schedule of recording and practice. I was allotted the 12 noon to
2 p.m. slot. Being my very punctual, self I arrived on their doorstep at precisely twenty minutes
after twelve. I must admit, I felt
a bit nervous at first, but upon

Changes
It’s spring clean up and fix up time. While you’re at it,
make those changes you have been wanting. Add an
architectural detail here, change a peice of furniture
there, bring in a piece of “art” for a new fresh look. Architectural Old
House Parts, Inc. and Changes can help.
Bring us the problem. Let’s get creative.

Architectural Old House Parts, Inc.

Restoration, renovation contractors, we buy parts and are your parts
resource. 540-636-7984 • www.Oldhouseparts.net

D&B PickChocolate
up your loyalty card today.
Ten $5 visits = $5 FREE!
Ask about our loyalty cards & our monthly drawings!
540-622-2455

120 - 124 E. Main St. • Front Royal, VA

entering their home, I started to
feel relaxed. I noticed all the natural wood and earth tones of the
rooms. This was not a home in
the sense that I had been taught
– this was a sanctuary. The outside world stayed outside and
beyond the walls and the privacy
fence, which enclosed their yard.
I first heard of Troy from guitarist, singer-songwriter Eric
Trueblood of Purcellville, VA. In
the late 80’s, Eric’s band Trueblood produced an eponymous
homespun cassette of original
music. One of the songs, “Eating
the Crow” managed to stay in my
memory all these years a feat that
is not easily accomplished.
As we sat at the dining room table and Paula was fixing us a cup
of hot tea, I asked Troy about his
involvement with the Trueblood
project. “Yeah, I was on that, but
I didn’t do any of the writing. I
played acoustic on a couple of
tracks and did some back up vocals.” He laughed and said, “You
may be interested to know that
Eric is the bass player for our new
band, Earth Mama and the Cosmic Groove and the song, “Eating
the Crow” is in our set list.”
I asked Troy who he thought his
main influences were as a songwriter. “Oh man, my formative
years were spent worshipping
at the shrine of artists like The
Beatles, CSN, Neil Young, Dylan
and Elvis Costello. 70s AM radio
really had a huge influence on me
as a kid as well.”
“Then in the late 70s, early
80’s, during my formative Jr. and
Sr. high school days, I got more
heavily into bands like The Grateful Dead, Led Zeppelin, Yes and,
paradoxically, punk bands like
The Clash, The Ramones and The
Dead Kennedys. I saw no problems with liking both Pink Floyd
and The Sex Pistols (just don’t get
me started on 80’s music in general)”
“Songs don’t have to be epics to
get a point across or to strike that
sympathetic vibration in the human heart”, explained Troy. “Like
Tom Petty said, ‘don’t bore us, get
to the chorus’. For us, it’s all about
the hook. “We’re always search-

ing for the ‘ear worm,’ “ Paula
continued, “that line or melody
that just sticks in your head. The
line everybody remembers and
sings at the top of their lungs
when it comes on their car radio. We know pretty quickly if a
song is good because we can’t get
it out of our head for days.” Troy
added, “we know it’s a good one
if we catch each other humming

the song while going about our
daily business.”
Troy continues, “It’s not intentional, but most of the songs that
Paula and I write start as threeminute pop songs in the classic
sense of the word. All of our songs
begin life as a musical ‘discussion’
between an acoustic guitar and
two voices. Our self-editing is
brutal at that point in the song’s
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The last small (.84 acre) lot available fronting the
west side of route 522/340 in the master planned
commercial district of North Warren County, 1/4
mile north of Country Club Rd. and the shopping
centers anchored by Wal-Mart, Target, and Lowes.
Town water already on site. Build now or rent out
the 3BR, 1BA house and develop later. Listed at
$650K, this property won’t last long.

Call Chris Turner at (540) 305-4958
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This band is not about the money … Rather, we want to have fun, play the venues we want to play and support the things that we feel are important to us as human beings. We’re playing a Breast Cancer Benefit
at the Lucky Star on April 23rd and we’re hoping a lot of your readers will make it to the show.” – Paula
Haag

Music

Troy and Paula Haag lead the band through their paces at April 23 benefit for Clara’s Belles Cancer 3-Day
walk, with support from percussionist Jennifer Buff,
background, and the rhythm section and lead guitar
“up tight and out of sight” - as James Brown used to
say.
life; anything superfluous is cut
out and the song reduced to its
essence. If I could write a song
half as good as just one of Flannery O’Connor’s short stories I’d
die a happy man.”
Troy said, “I used to work for
UPS when I first moved to this
area. I’d write a complete song
in my head as I was making my
deliveries. There were no radios
in UPS trucks. Man, those were
some long days but I’d drive
around and write and edit entire
songs in my head. If I could still
remember the melody and lyrics when I got home, it generally
made it on tape. Now, technology
has put everything at our finger-

tips. Tiny digital recorders, unlimited virtual recording tracks,
effects, drum, bass and guitar
loops, I mean everything. Anything a songwriter could possibly
want. It sure would have made
things easier back then.”
I asked Troy if he had anything
new he’d like me to hear. He
jumped up and put a disc in the
Bose CD player by the table. As I
listened to the songs, “Helltown”
and “Let Go”, my toes started tapping which is perfectly normal
for a “Haag produced” song (their
parrot whistled, bobbed, twirled,
and made noises like a woman in
the grips of passion). The songs
were tight, bouncy and upbeat.

Cakes, cookies and brownies
for all occasions. Call Tina
today to place your order!

540-635-5247

www.bakedtoperfection.com

Troy said, “When I write, I look
for chances to explore and exploit
the double meanings of words
and their power to slant the perspective of the listener.”
After moving to the studio upstairs, Paula smiled at Troy and
asked, “Should we play “Betty”
for him?” Troy jumped up from
the stool and went into the back
room returning moments later
with a Martin acoustic guitar. After a few moments of string adjustments (we call it tuning up),
he and Paula launched into their
new song “Betty”. I immediately
noticed the harmony scheme, the
simplicity of its musical structure
and the heart-felt honesty of the
lyrics. In my book (or article), it
was another Haag success story.
I said, “Now tell me about the
new band.” “Well,” Paula said, “we
decided to put this band together
for the pure joy of performing.
We didn’t really concentrate on
originals at first, but, as we have
solidified the band’s line up, we’ve
found that all we really want to
do is write and play our own stuff.
That is not to say that we won’t
be covering other artists’ music
only that we will be very selective
in what we play. This band is not
about the money; we all have day
jobs that pay the bills. Anyone in
this game for the money needs
their head examined. Rather, we
want to have fun, play the venues
we want to play and support the
things that we feel are important
to us as human beings, like the
Breast Cancer benefit for Clara’s
Belles we did at the Lucky Star on
April 23.”
Earth Mama and the Cosmic
Groove is Troy and Paula Haag
joined by Rick Bennsky on guitar
and Jennifer Buff on percussion.
The rhythm section is as solid as
they come with Eric Trueblood
playing bass and Mike Breen on
drums.
If you’re wondering what to expect from this band, old Alf will
be happy to tell you: expect a well
rehearsed, amply oiled music
machine with soaring vocals and
astral harmonies, expect hearing some old favorites not usually covered by the less talented
and expect some of the greatest
original songs you’ve never heard
on the radio. In short expect the
unexpected.
Post Script
Besides being where the Haag’s

record their own material, their
custom studio, Southern Gothic
Productions, also offers a full line
of services primarily aimed at the
singer/songwriter. From song arrangement and development to
demos and full albums, Southern
Gothic Productions is committed
to helping the songwriter turn his
or her dreams into reality (or at

Family Owned
& Operated
Since 1995

least into bits of digital information). Contact them at:
cosmicgroove@rocketmail.com
w w w. m y s p a c e . c o m / e a r t h mamaandthecosmicgroovevirginia
southern_gothic_productions@
yahoo.com

Creative Touch

“Quality
Work, at a
price you can
afford!”

Paint & Drywall
Free Estimates!
Licensed/Insured • References • Interior/Exterior
Commercial • Industrial • Residential
• Custom Colors
• Staining
• Wallpaper
Removal
• Drywall
Installation and
Repair
• Pressure
Washing
Call Jason at (540) 743-1258 or (540) 539-1251

Don’t Stain Your Pants... Stain Your House!
Professional Log & Wood-Sided Home Specialist

• Pressure Washing
• Gutters			
• Weatherizing		

• Caulking & Sealant
• Repairs
• Landscaping

Work Guaranteed • CALL HANK 540-533-9438
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Community

Clara’s Belles & Beaus Team Captain Braidwood Costello reports that over $1,000 was
raised “thanks to the support of patrons.”

Clara’s Belles rally at Lucky Star for cancer awareness
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

What it’s all about - Clara’s Belles (& Beaus) were the
focal point of April 23 fundraiser for cancer awareness.

From left, Michael Graham, Mary Ellen and Mike
South, and Patty Graham lent their support.

Local musicians of note were also on hand to lend
their support to cancer research, and check out a
new band on the scene. From left, Ricky and Amanda
Wilkins with Ralph Fortune.

It was music, good cheer and
community for a cause as Clara’s
Belles & Beaus gathered for their
annual cancer awareness and research fundraiser. It was a packed
house at downtown Front Royal’s
Lucky Star Lounge the evening of
April 23 as a stellar cultural cross
section of public and private figures rallied to help Clara’s Belle’s
3-Day Cancer Walk team prepare, if not exactly train, for their
part in this year’s Washington
D.C. area 3-Day Walk for Cancer
Awareness and Research.
Cancer 3-Day paraphernalia,
including buttons and T-shirts,
were available for sale and donations could also be made to
a backdrop of camaraderie and
music. The music was provided
in the public unveiling of an exciting new group on the local scene,
Earth Momma and the Cosmic
Groove (see related music feature); the food and other refreshments were provided from the
Lucky Star menu; and the money
was provided by you – or those
of you lucky enough to have been
on hand for a great evening of
friendship and entertainment
with a purpose.
Clara’s Belles & Beaus Team
Captain Braidwood Costello
reports that over $1,000 was
raised “thanks to the support
of patrons.” Braidwood added a
special thanks to the Lucky Star
ownership – “Shawn, Patrick,
Lorena and Trevor, for their ongoing support of all the team’s
fundraising activities.”
Clara’s Belles was organized
several years ago as local friends
of one cancer victim committed
themselves to months of training and three days of organized
walking each year to help in the
national effort to help bring the
“C-monster” to heal once and
for all. And who knows, now that
science is no longer basically categorized along with witchcraft
across the 21st Century Potomac,
we may see a meaningful public-private partnership finally
achieve the medical conquest of
one of modern society’s more vicious diseases.
GO Cancer 3-Day walkers!!!
rogerb@warrencountyreport.com

Earth Momma and
the Cosmic Groove
provided the entertainment - Alf is
right, they’re good!
- at Clara’s Belles
Cancer
Research
Fundraiser at the
Lucky Star.

205 East Main Street Front Royal 540-635-5297

Open Monday through Saturday at 11AM
Serving Lunch, Dinner and Live Entertainment

Monday Night IS
Trivia NIGHT 7 PM

Check out our New
Spring Menu Items
Our outside patio is now open
Front Royal’s
Favorite Music Venue

Live Music SCHEDULE
Friday 5/1: No Drama
Saturday 5/2: Amanda Wilkins
Monday 5/4: Ralph Fortune
Tuesday 5/5: Travelin’ Jack
Wednesday 5/6: Eddie Pickett
Thursday 5/7: Jake Trenary
Friday 5/8: Shortness of Breath

Saturday 5/9: Earth Mama
& the Cosmic Groove
Monday 5/11: Tom Flegal
Tuesday 5/12: David Elliott
Wednesday 5/13: John Landes
Thursday 5/14: Ralph Fortune
Friday 5/15: Garmonbozia

FREE WIRELESS!
Visit our websites for up to date LSL news:
http://www.zen2go.net
Or www.myspace.com/luckystarlounge
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Putting an end to habitat loss may be next to impossible as more and more people vie for
fewer and fewer resources and move out further into the countryside, so conservationists
working to save elephants tend to concentrate on reducing or eliminating poaching.

Nature

EarthTalk™
From the Editors of E/The Environmental Magazine
Dear EarthTalk: Are elephant
populations stable these days?
-- Reuben Perrin, Hartford, CT
Far from it. The double
whammy of poaching (illegal
hunting) and habitat loss has led
to a dramatic decline in populations of both African and Asian
elephants in recent decades.
In 1930, there were between
five and 10 million wild African elephants, plying the entire
African continent in large bands.
Just 60 years later, when they
were added to the international
list of critically endangered species, only about 600,000 were
scattered across a few African
countries. Today that number is
likely less than 500,000.
While Asian elephants were
never as numerous as their African counterparts, their population numbers have also dropped
precipitously, from an estimated
200,000 a century ago to less
than 40,000 today. Conservationists fear that unless demand

dries up for ivory, and people
stop moving into prime elephant
habitat, the world’s largest land
mammal could become just a
memory within another hundred
years.
Putting an end to habitat
loss may be next to impossible
as more and more people vie
for fewer and fewer resources
and move out further into the
countryside, so conservationists working to save elephants
tend to concentrate on reducing
or eliminating poaching. While
trophy hunting of elephants
may have been big decades ago,
today most elephant hunters
are after the ivory in the tusks,
which have been a hot commodity across Asia for years as raw
material for highly prized and
often ornate carvings. Despite
elephants’ inclusion in Appendix
I of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species (CITES) in 1990—meaning the sale of tusks and other
elephant parts is a violation of
international law—poaching is
bigger business than ever, with
prices for ivory rising more than
16-fold in recent years.
Some countries, such as Tanzania and Kenya, are working
hard to hold up their end of the
CITES agreement, hiring patrols
of young men—some of them
former poachers themselves—to
monitor local elephant populations and enforce national and
international laws against killing
these and other endangered
species. Conservation groups

“Illegal hunting (primarily to obtain ivory) and habitat loss have combined to
cause dramatic declines in the numbers of both African and Asian elephants. In
1930, there were between five and 10 million wild African elephants, plying the
entire African continent in large bands. Today that number is likely less than
500,000. Pictured: Two African elephants standing face to face in Kenya’s Masai
Mara National Reserve.” Getty Images
like the African Wildlife Foundation (AWF) and the Wildlife
Conservation Society (WCS) are
working hand-in-hand with local
officials to improve elephant
habitat and keep poachers at bay.
These organizations hope that
the people in these regions can
learn how to bring in revenues
from tourism instead of hunting.
But elsewhere governments are
not as committed to the ivory
ban, let alone to following laws

imposed by outsiders. Government officials in Zimbabwe,
South Africa and Botswana,
for example, argue that trade in
ivory should be regulated, not
prohibited. They maintain that
countries that are managing
their elephants well should be
allowed to sell ivory in order to
pay for conservation measures.
In part to test such waters,
the first legal sale of ivory in a
decade took place in October

UMBERTO’S
Pizza & Pasta

170-4 Delco Plaza in Winchester – next to Costco
Family-owned business • Open Every Day for Lunch & Dinner

African Masks
and Artifacts
Chinese Jade
Carvings
Bronze
Pottery
More
Jewelry
Pottery
Art
Tibetan
Thangkas
and Artifacts

Sun - Thurs only:

Buy 1 Dinner get
2nd one 1/2 price!
Does not include Daily Specials or other
coupon offers. Only valid w/coupon.
Umberto’s. (Exp. 5-31-09)

Dine-in • Take-out
* CATERING *

Friday May 1
9:30am – 7:30pm
Saturday May 2
9:30am – 5:30pm
Sunday May 3
12:30 – 5:30pm

Mon-Wed: Kids under 12
eat FREE w/ paying adult

540-722-3811

Regular & Catering Menus: www.umbertoscafe.com

20 and 30 E 8th St

Front Royal, VA

540 636 4560

2008, despite protests from
conservationists. Buyers, mostly
from China and Japan, eagerly
snatched up some 100 tons of
stockpiled elephant tusks—no
elephants were killed recently
or illegally for the sale—with
the proceeds going to groups
working to save the elephant and
its habitat. But with the legal
ivory sale has come an uptick in
elephant poaching, leaving conservationists with that “one step
forward, two steps back” feeling.
CONTACTS: CITES, www.
cites.org; AWF, www.awf.org;
WCS, www.wcs.org.
SEND YOUR ENVIRONMENTAL QUESTIONS TO: EarthTalk, P.O. Box 5098, Westport,
CT 06881; earthtalk@emagazine.com. Read past columns
at: www.emagazine.com/earthtalk/archives.php. EarthTalk is
now a book! Details and order
information at: www.emagazine.
com/earthtalkbook.
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To advertise in Warren County Report:
Contact Leanne at lbryant@warrencountyreport.com • 540-683-0728
or Alison at alisond@warrencountyreport.com • 540-551-2072
Dear Stewart:
Why all of a sudden are those
giant ant hills growing up around
some trees in town?
– Concerned Citizen
Dear Concerned Citizen:
I’ve seen them, too. But they
are not anthills. They are piles
of mulch put there by well meaning
people.
Unfortunately,
they are very damaging to the
trees and need to come down.
If you walk through the woods
where I live, you do not see

stuff piled around the trunks of
trees. Instead, you see spread
throughout the ground decaying
leaves, twigs, and other organic
matter. This is what protects
the tree roots from temperature
extremes and provides natural
nourishment for the trees. If you
dig down a bit, the soil is nice
and dark and full of nutrients.
Now, let’s take a look at the
yard at your house. More than
likely, the contractor that built
your house scraped away all the
original good soil and used not
so good backfill to smooth out
your yard before the grass was
planted. Each year you rake all the

The Woodburning Lady
Beautiful Custom Hand-Crafted Woodburnt
Personalized Wood Gifts for All Occasions

leaves that fall and take them away
to the dump. This leaves nothing
for the trees as far as protection
from temperatures and drought
as well as natural nutrients.
Proper mulching does help
this situation. A layer of organic
mulch, like wood chips, spread to
a depth of two to three inches is
the correct way to do this. Piled
high against the trunk, the
mulch causes decay of the bark
at the base of the tree and could
very well cause the death of the
tree within a couple growing
seasons. You want to spread the
mulch bed at least out to where
the branches reach, called the
dripline. No mulch should actually touch the trunk of the tree.
Once properly done, the mulch
helps the soil retain moisture during drought season, protects the
trunk from lawn mower damage,
and over time, breaks down into
nice dark soil that creates nutrients for the tree to use as it grows.
The next time you see these
“anthills” or “volcanos” please
pass this on to the people that
own that tree. You could be saving them the expense of replacing that tree over the next couple
years.
–Stewart

Nature

Ask
Stewart

To learn more about the Front
Royal/ Warren County Tree
Stewards, visit:
www.treesfrontroyal.org

thewoodburninglady.com • 540-423-4925

Simply Cedar Log Homes • Linden, VA • www.SimplyCedarLogs.com
For more information on beautiful, energyefficient cedar log homes call Simply Cedar
Log Homes at (540) 636-8400 or email us at
simplycedarlogs@aol.com

The Front Royal/Warren County
Tree Steward program has been
in existence since 1997. Currently
there are 24 certified tree stewards and 7new interns who are
volunteers dedicated to improving the health of trees by providing educational programs, tree
planting and care demonstrations, and tree maintenance assistance throughout the community.
Through classroom training and
hands-on practice, Tree Stewards
learn the basics of tree biology
and physiology, tree identification, planting, and maintenance
techniques. Tree Stewards make
a commitment to improving and
protecting their community forest.
Each month Steward will answer
a question from our readers. If
you have a questions regarding
tree planting, care or maintenance, please forward it to Stewart in care of frwctreestewards@
comcast.net and we may publish
it in a future issue.

New Low Adoption Fees for Cats!
Warren County Humane Society has many cats available
now for only a $35 adoption fee! This includes: spay/neuter,
shots, worming and micro-chipping.
Now open everyday from 10am - 4pm except Wednesday.
We will hold our Annual Membership Meeting on Tues. April
14th at 5:45 at the Apple House. Dinner is $10. All is open
to the public. Please RSVP to the Humane Society. Items
are also needed for the Auction Fundraiser on May 2nd. (Tax
deductable.)

Call 540-635-4734
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in a 1958 consent decree the Supreme Court forced RCA, IBM and AT&T to sell patent licenses to foreign firms. The
justices had no intention of encouraging RCA to maximize short-term profits from its patent licenses. But that’s what
RCA did and so sped up the transfer of color TV technology to Japan. In the merry way of unintended consequences
RCA’s reactions to the decree gave a new company, Sony, its opening in consumer electronics.

History

Opinion: Unintended consequences can explain the meltdown
Capitalism’s unregulated “frothy voyages,” writes Joyce Appleby, have led us where nobody wants to go -- the Great Depression and, now, our Great Recession

Oklahoma as they lose the family farm
and move to California in search of a
better life.
• On May 4, 1965, San Francisco

tized for eager investors.
When CEOs at investment
banks and hedge funds paid star
traders handsome year-end bonuses, they intended to reward
and encourage superior performance. Totally unintended was
the creation of a testosteronedriven competition so intense
it kept at bay second thoughts,
looking at the larger picture or
listening to naysayers.
So we can say that our Great
Recession is the result of the unintended consequences of the
deregulation movement that
began in the 1970s with the deregulating of transportation
and moved to banking with the
Gramm-Leach-Blily Act of 1999,
which allowed commercial and
investment banks to consolidate.
This is not to assign blame, but
rather to point out that the freer
the market system the more individual initiatives -- all of them
pulling along in their train those
pesky unintended consequences
of their actions.
Usually unintended consequences move through daily
economic activity like any other
propellant, but sometimes they
converge and mutually enhance
each other. When they do, we’re
reminded that no one is in charge
of the market economy. This fact
makes it all the more imperative to draft laws that add some
regulatory ballast to capitalism’s
frothy voyages.
Suffering through one of these
periods of convergence now, we
ought to draw up a chair and
watch for the unintended consequences of our efforts to get
out of this economic mess -- or
perhaps the unintended conse-

King Features Weekly Service

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) You
might be tempted to be more assertive
when dealing with a job-related matter. But a carefully measured approach
works best at getting the cooperation
you’re looking for.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20)
While others urge you to act now, you
instinctively recognize that a move at
this time is not in your best interests.
You should know when to do so by
week’s end.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) A
busy schedule keeps you on the move
for much of the week. But things ease
up by the time the weekend arrives,
allowing you to reconnect with family
and friends.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Travel dominates the week, and despite
some delays in getting to where you
want to go, the overall experience
should prove to be a positive one in
many ways.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) Your
Leonine self-confidence comes roaring back after a brief period of doubt
and helps you get through a week of
demanding challenges and ultimately
emerge triumphant.
VIRGO (August 23 to September
22) Virgos who have made a major
commitment — personal or professional — should be able to tap into a

renewed reservoir of self-confidence
to help them follow through.
LIBRA (September 23 to October
22) You could soon receive news from
a surprising source that could cause
you to change your mind about how
you had planned to deal with an ongoing job-related problem.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) A surprise move of support
from a colleague who has never been
part of your circle of admirers helps
influence others to take a new look at
what you’ve put on the table.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to
December 21) While a bold decision
to take an “I know what I’m doing”
approach impresses some colleagues,
it also raises the risk of causing resentment among others.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to
January 19) A misunderstanding
’twixt you and a friend might not be
your fault at all, despite what he or she
suggests. Talk it out to see at what
point the confusion might have started.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Getting into a community
operation fulfills the Aquarian’s need
to help people. It also can lead to new
contacts that might one day help you
with a project.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20)
A minor problem could delay the start
of a long-anticipated trip for two. Use
the time to recheck your travel plans.
You might find a better way to get
where you’re going.
BORN THIS WEEK: You are a
dedicated romantic who seeks both

By Joyce Appleby
History News Service

ing around in the give and take of
economic transactions. People’s
intentions may be perfectly rational, but those intentions can, and
usually do, trigger an array of unintended reactions.
For instance, in a 1958 consent
decree the Supreme Court forced
RCA, IBM and AT&T to sell
patent licenses to foreign firms.
The justices had no intention of
encouraging RCA to maximize
short-term profits from its patent licenses. But that’s what RCA
did and so sped up the transfer
of color TV technology to Japan.
In the merry way of unintended
consequences RCA’s reactions to
the decree gave a new company,
Sony, its opening in consumer
electronics.
Another example of an unintended consequence came when
the mavens of information technology followed William Shockley from Massachusetts to his former home near Palo Alto. Leaving
Massachusetts with its strict nocompete laws for former employees did not figure in the decisions
that sent information technology
firms west. Yet California’s more
permissive laws enabled many of
the new residents to leave their
employers with ideas learned on
the job. Start-ups soon set the
pace for Silicon Valley’s growth
and prosperity.
Unintended consequences get
overlooked in economic analy• On May 9, 1671, in London, Irish
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Why do economic downturns
catch experts unawares? Even
more intriguingly, why do they
defy analysis after they’ve happened?
Neither economists nor financiers can agree on why the
world’s economies are in free fall
today. More than 70 years later,
there’s still no agreement on what
caused the Great Depression. Not
even in hindsight does consensus

emerge.
The answer to this puzzle lies
in the fact that economic activity sets in motion a battery of
unintended economic consequences. They can be propitious
for growth, or not. Usually they
move in different directions, but
sometimes they converge to produce disasters like the one we’re
experiencing.
In 1776 Adam Smith used the
law of unintended consequences
to explain how individual ambition served the common good.
It’s not from the benevolence of
the butcher, the brewer or the
baker that we expect our dinner,
he noted, but from their regards
to their own interest. The unintended consequence of their
self interest, mediated by competition, was better and cheaper
meat, beer and bread. The invisible hand of the market converted their motives into a force for
good.
Unintended consequences don’t
lend themselves to the mathematical
modeling preferred
by today’s economists. But that
hasn’t stopped them from bounc-

In 1776 Adam Smith used
the law of unintended
consequences to explain
how individual ambition
served the common good.
It’s not from the benevolence of the butcher, the
brewer or the baker that
we expect our dinner, he
noted, but from their regards to their own interest. The unintended consequence of their self
interest, mediated by
competition, was better
and cheaper meat, beer
and bread. The invisible
hand of the market converted their motives into
a force for good. – Joyce
Appleby
quences of studying unintended
consequences.
Joyce Appleby, UCLA emerita
professor, is co-director of the History News Service and author of
“The Relentless Revolution: A History of Capitalism,” forthcoming
this fall.

The season is a comin’

Photo by Paul Jaffe Photographer. Taken with an
iPhone 3G.
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Front Royal-Warren County Chamber of Commerce
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – 23rd ANNUAL VIRGINIA WINE & CRAFT
FESTIVAL
Join us for a fun-filled event in historic
downtown Front Royal. The 23rd Annual Virginia Wine & Craft Festival is
Saturday, May 16th from 10 a.m. – 6
p.m. We are in need of volunteers to
help with all facets this great festival.
Whether you are an early riser or you
prefer an evening slot we have a time
for you. Slots begin with set-up at 5
a.m. and go on until 6 p.m. If you
are interested in volunteering please
contact Pam at 635-3185 or priffle@
frontroyalchamber.com.
POWER OF GOLF SERIES
The Power of Golf Series is back at
Bowling Green Country Club (South
Club House) with Michael Farewell,
PGA Professional. The goal of this
Level 1 is to offer businesswomen a
convenient, low pressure, cost-effective way to learn the game of golf.
Taught in a friendly environment, participants will feel empowered to play
with more experienced golfers in tournaments and events upon completion of the program. This series will
cover important topics such as rules,
etiquette, and business development
tips for the golf course. The goal of the
level 2 program is to offer businesswomen a convenient, low pressure,
cost-effective way to learn the game
of golf. Taught in a friendly environment, participants will feel empowered
to play with more experienced golfers
in tournaments and events upon completion of the program. This series will
cover important topics such as rules,
etiquette, and will use practical situations on the course. A player must
complete level 1 before enrolling in
level 2.
Price for Level 1 or 2 entire classes
& Fun Tournament is $80 per person. Price for individual sessions is
$25 per person. Registration for the
2009 Spring Session is now available!
Please contact Niki Findley at nfoster@frontroyalchamber.com or call
540-635-3185 to register!
FRONT ROYAL-WARREN COUNTY
MAP – LIMITED SPACE AVAILABLE
The Chamber of Commerce is in the
process of updating the official Front
Royal-Warren County map. The
Chamber has contracted once again
with Community Link to produce the
map. Chris Rogers an advertising
representative with Community Link
is currently in the area to meet with

members regarding advertising. Chris
is the only official representative of the
Chamber selling ads on the map. If
you are interested and would like to
place an ad or get more information
please call the Chamber at 635-3185.
WINE & NINE GOLF TOURNAMENT
A Wine & Nine Golf Tournament will be
held this year in conjunction with the
Wine & Craft Festival. It will be held
Thursday, May 14 at Bowling Green
Country Club. Registration will begin
at 5 pm and tee-off at 5:30 pm. Participants will play 9 holes of golf and
taste wine at 3 stations on the course.
A cocktail reception featuring wine and
gourmet appetizers will be held after
the tournament. We have only 8 tee
box sponsor opportunities left. The
cost is $100 for signage at the tee
on the hole of your choice, company
listed in the tasting menu and an opportunity to place an item in the goody
bag. Individual golfers can register
for $40 and a foursome is $150. All
golfers receive wine tasting, gourmet
appetizers, green fees, cart, souvenir
wine glass and a goody bag. Wine
tasting only (no golf) is $15. The deadline to register has been extended to
May 8. Applications are available at
www.wineandcraftfestival.com and at
the Chamber office. Please contact
the Chamber at 635-3185 for more
information or to register.
MEMBER NEWS
Warren Memorial Hospital is pleased
to announce the April 20, 2009, opening of Valley Health Urgent Care at the
Outpatient Center at 120 North Commerce Avenue, Front Royal. Urgent
Care provides treatment for minor illnesses and injuries including sprains
and strains, flu and fever, coughs and
colds, and minor cuts and scrapes—
conditions that need treatment but
don’t require the Emergency department. Urgent Care is a convenient
alternative when your physician is
unavailable. Hours: Monday-Friday:
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. - Saturday: 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. - Sunday: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
(Limited Quick Care services provided
by a nurse practitioner) Appointments
are not needed. However, to minimize
wait time, same-day appointments are
offered. For more information, visit
www.valleyhealthlink.com or call 540635-0700.
Fraternal Order of Police Spring Carnival will be held April 29th – May 9th
at the Carnival Grounds next to Bing
Crosby Stadium. The Carnival will be
open 7 PM nightly except for Sunday.

Come and enjoy rides, games, and
food!

by and see these beautiful unique
items, and help the Relay For Life.

On May 2-3 the Humane Society of
Warren County will be hosting a variety of events. The shelter will be open
extended hours May 2-3 as part of a
nationwide Adopt-a-Thon. This event
is held to raise public awareness
about the number of great adoptable
pets that shelters have to offer. There
are many wonderful house pets just
waiting for a family to love. In conjunction with this event, there will also be
an auction on May 2nd. They are accepting good items to auction off, and
can pick up if needed. Tom Eshelman
is the volunteer auctioneer, 100% of
the money raised will directly benefit
the animals. There will also be a professional photographer on site for pet
or family portraits by appointment,
please call 635-4734 for an appointment or to have donations for the auction picked up.

HOULIHAN’S RESTAURANT + BAR
@ Blue Ridge Shadows resort is now
taking reservations for the Mother’s
Day Breakfast buffet from 8am till
10:30am at Houlihan’s and for the
Mother’s Day Brunch from 11am till
4:00pm at the Presidential Ballroom.
For more details please call 540/6313045.

Resumes and Job Interviewing -- a
Workshop: Sunday, May 3 at 2:00
p.m. Finding the ideal job takes a
lot of patience and hard work. Join
Al Larson, President of AC Larson &
Associates, Inc., and learn how to put
together a professional resume and
cover letter that will help you land an
interview. He will also share important
information about how to prepare for
that interview. AC Larson & Associates, Inc., which originally worked
with medium and large-size industrial
firms, has recently positioned itself
to provide Resume Preparation and
Interview Counseling to persons who
are coping with the current economic
challenges. This Workshop will be a
“hands-on”, working session. Attendees may bring personal materials for
evaluation. Resumes and Job Interviewing is sponsored by the Friends of
Samuels Public Library.
The Warren County Fair Association
is proud to present “Montgomery Gentry” in concert at the Warren County
Fairgrounds’ Sunday, June 7, 2009.
Tickets on sale Saturday, May 9, 2009
at 8:00 a.m. at the fairgrounds. Call
540-635-5827 or visit www.warrencountyfair.com.
A Judith Peiffer Hand-Woven Hope
Shawl is being raffled off to benefit The
American Cancer Society’s Relay For
Life on June 7th. The winner will receive their choice from 3 shawls handloomed from wool, mohair and cotton.
The shawls, valued at $250 each are
on display at Royal Oak Computers on
Main Street, and chances can be purchased for $2 each, or 3 for $5. Come

Front Royal Town Council is accepting
resumes and/or applications from citizens who are interested in serving on
the Economic Development Authority
(EDA) to fill and unexpired term ending 2/28/10 or the Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) to fill a 5-year term ending
5/2014. The Judge of the Circuit Court
appoints the BZA member. Town
Council only makes a recommendation. Citizens must live within the Town
limits for both positions. Applications
are available on the Town’s website at
www.frontroyalva.com or in the Clerk
of Council’s Office at Town Hall, 16
N. Royal Avenue (540)635-8007. All
resumes/applications should be forwarded to the Clerk of Council, Jennifer E. Berry, P.O. Box 1560, Front
Royal, Virginia 22630.
Joseph Duggan CLA, Landscape
Architect and president of J Duggan
& Associates was invited by the Potomac Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architecture to take
part in a round table symposium titled:
Voices of the Principals – 40 Years of
Landscape Architecture in the Nation’s
Capital. The symposium is intended
to provide a venue to showcase the
full range, depth and breadth of the
practice of Landscape Architecture in
the National Capital area and beyond,
will feature the Potomac Chapter’s
senior member, many of whom have
enjoyed long, effective and influential
careers, and will focus on sharing their
depth of knowledge and experience.
J. Duggan CLA has been practicing
Landscape Architecture in the Capital
Region for over 30 years, and as such
is considered a senior member of the
profession in our area. He will reflect
on his experience during the symposium.
The Lord Fairfax Small Business Development Center now offers free marketing counseling at their Middletown
office, by appointment. Call 540-86807093, or email cmajors@lfsbdc.org for
an appointment.
At Global Imaging Systems’, a wholly
owned subsidiary of Xerox, Annual

National Meeting this past week in
Orlando, TML was recognized as the
Founders Award Winner for being the
Independent Dealer with the best results vs. plan for 2008. TML has been
providing office technology solutions
to business customers in the NOVA
Market since 1985. In 2007 TML was
acquired by Global Imaging, a wholly
owned subsidiary of Xerox. TML sells,
services, supplies and supports Xerox
and Konica-Minolta copiers, mfp’s,
printers, solutions +++ to businesses
throughout NOVA from our offices in
Manassas and Winchester.
The Shenandoah Royal Orators
Toastmasters Group meets at 7:00
pm the first and third Monday’s of every month at the First Baptist Church
(Education Ctr) 14 W First St, Front
Royal, VA, 22630. We are always
looking for people that would like to
learn more about effective speaking,
giving presentations and improving
self confidence. For more information
contact 540-336-1922 or m_wolniewicz@yahoo.com.
WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS
Checker’s, Keith Martin, 135 Riverton
Commons Plaza, 540-551-9905
Prostate Cancer Awareness Project, Robert Hess, 1601 N. Sepulveda Blvd. #576, Manhattan Beach,
CA 90266, 310-496-3159, Robert.
hess@29000men.com,
www.29000men.com
Shenandoah Royal Orators Toastmasters Group, Michael Wolniewicz, P. O.
Box 283, Flint Hill, VA 22627, 540-3361922, m_wolniewicz@yahoo.
UPCOMING EVENTS
May 6: Small Business Committee,
8:30 a.m. at the Chamber
May 6: Warren County Business Today on The River 95.3 FM, 12:30 p.m.
May 6: High Achiever Awards, Warren
County High School, 5:00 – 6:30 p.m.
May 7: Leadership Graduation, 5:30
p.m. at the Blue Ridge Arts Council
May 12: Business Appreciation Reception, 6 p.m. at the Apple House
May 13: Wine & Craft Festival Committee, 9 a.m. at the Chamber
May 13: Chamber Board of Directors
meeting, 3:30 p.m. at the Chamber
May 13: Business After Hours, Warren Memorial Hospital – Occupational
Health, 5:30 p.m. – 7 p.m.
May 16: Wine & Craft Festival, 10 a.m.
- 6 p.m.

www.frontroyalchamber.com
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Please e-mail brief calendar notices in this format to: layout@
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FrVaToday.com
Fri May 1, 2009

1:30pm - 2:30pm Education
Committee
Chamber Office
7pm - 10pm FOP Carnival
Front Royal, Virginia Carnival
Grounds
The Fraternal Order of Police’s
Annual Spring Carnival is being
heldtonight through May 9. Enjoy
rides, games and food every night!!
Sat May 2, 2009
Pet Adopt-A-Thon
Humane Society of Warren County in
Front Royal, Virginia
Today into tomorrow is the first Pet
Adopt-A-Thon at the AnimalShelter.
An auction will be held today as
well. All proceeds will be used for
animal care at the shelter. More info:
(540)635-4734.
8am - 4pm Warren County Fair Flea
Market
Warren County Fairgrounds
COME AND PLAY OUR “WHAT
IS IT” GAME. OUR VENDORS
OFFER COLLECTIBLES,JEWELRY,
ANTIQUES, SPORTS
MEMORABILIA, NASCAR ITEMS,
COMIC BOOKS,DOLLS, NEW &
USED FURNITURE,
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS, TOOLS
AND SO MUCH MORE!YOU ARE
SURE TO FIND SOMETHING
FOR EVERONE AT PRICES FOR
EVERYONE. TheFlea Market is open
every weekend expect during the fair.
For more
information: 540-635-5827 http://
www.warrencountyfair.com/15.html
11am - 12pm Library Event
Samuels Public Library in Front
Royal, Virginia
Knitting Club meets today. For ages
89 and up. Registration is requiredat
(540)635-3153.
2pm - 5pm Vino E Formaggio Wine

Tasting
124 E. Main Street
2:00 pm - 5:00 pm Always free and
always fun! www.vinoeformaggio.com
7pm - 10pm FOP Carnival
Front Royal, Virginia Carnival
Grounds
The Fraternal Order of Police’s
Annual Spring Carnival is being
heldtonight through May 9. Enjoy
rides, games and food every night!!
8pm - 12am Benefit Dance
Elks Lodge
Your help is needed. Proceeds
to benefit Sandra Costello who
hasextremely aggressive cancer.
She is unable to work and has lost
herinsurance. BYO liquor. Beer &
soda available for
purchase. Music byCUZZ. Have a
good time & do the right thing. $5
donation. WilliamBeatty: 635-9551.
Sun May 3, 2009
Pet Adopt-A-Thon
Sat May 2, 2009 - Sun May 3, 2009
Humane Society of Warren County in
Front Royal, Virginia

8am - 4pm Warren County Fair Flea
Market
Warren County Fairgrounds
COME AND PLAY OUR “WHAT
IS IT” GAME. OUR VENDORS
OFFER COLLECTIBLES,JEWELRY,
ANTIQUES, SPORTS
MEMORABILIA, NASCAR ITEMS,
COMIC BOOKS,DOLLS, NEW &
USED FURNITURE,
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS, TOOLS
AND SO MUCH MORE!YOU ARE
SURE TO FIND SOMETHING
FOR EVERONE AT PRICES FOR
EVERYONE. TheFlea Market is open
every weekend expect during the fair.
For more
information: 540-635-5827 http://
www.warrencountyfair.com/15.html
1pm - 4pm Vino E Formaggio Wine
Tasting
124 E. Main Street

Wine Tastings 1 - 4 pm Always free
and always fun

2pm - 3pm Library Event
Samuels Public Library in Front
Royal, Virginia
“Resumes and Job Interviewing” a
workshop. Learn how to put together
aprofessional resume and cover letter
that will help you land aninterview.
Also learn how to prepare for that
interview. This workshopis “handson”. Attendees may bring personal
materials for evaluation.
7pm - 10pm FOP Carnival
Front Royal, Virginia Carnival
Grounds
The Fraternal Order of Police’s
Annual Spring Carnival is being
heldtonight through May 9. Enjoy
rides, games and food every night!!
Mon May 4, 2009
1pm - 7pm Blood Drive
Unity Masonic Lodge in Front Royal,
Virginia
The local Eagle Scouts are
sponsoring this Blood Drive. The
MasonicLodge is located next to
Skyline High school near the Criser
Roadentrance.
7pm - 10pm FOP Carnival
Front Royal, Virginia Carnival
Grounds
The Fraternal Order of Police’s
Annual Spring Carnival is being
heldtonight through May 9. Enjoy
rides, games and food every night!!
Tue May 5, 2009
Cinco de Mayo
Tue May 5, 2009 - Wed May 6, 2009
8:30am - 9:30am DFR Promotions
Meeting
Chamber Office
9am - 10am Valley Smokin BBQ
Festival Committee
Chamber Office

12:30pm - 1pm Tourism Tuesday
95.3 - the River radio station
Hear the latest tourism related
news and events every Tuesday at
12:30!If you can’t listen live check
out the podcasts athttp://www.
theriver953online.com/

2pm - 3pm Ambassador’s Meeting
7pm - 10pm FOP Carnival
Front Royal, Virginia Carnival
Grounds
The Fraternal Order of Police’s
Annual Spring Carnival is being
heldtonight through May 9. Enjoy
rides, games and food every night!!
Wed May 6, 2009
8:30am - 9:30am Small Business
Committee
Chamber Office
10am - 11am Library Event
Samuels Public Library in Front
Royal, Virginia
Toddler Story Time is today. The
Theme is “The Garden”.
11am - 12pm Library Event
Samuels Public Library in Front
Royal, Virginia
Preschool Story Time is today. Theme
is “The Garden”.
12:30pm - 1pm Warren County
Business On The River 95.3
On The River 95.3
3pm - 5pm Wellness Fair
Heritage Hall
Free to the community. There will be
door prizes, blood pressurechecking,
snacks and drinks and much more.
636-3700.
5pm - 7:30pm High Achiever
Awards
7pm - 10pm FOP Carnival
Front Royal, Virginia Carnival
Grounds
The Fraternal Order of Police’s
Annual Spring Carnival is being
heldtonight through May 9. Enjoy

rides, games and food every night!!
Thu May 7, 2009
9am - 10am Tourism Committee
Chamber Office

10am - 11am Library Event
Samuels Public Library in Front
Royal, Virginia
Toddler Story time is today. Theme is
“The Garden”.
11am - 12pm Library Event
Samuels Public Library in Front
Royal, Virginia
Preschool Story Time is today. Theme
is “The Garden”.
5:30pm - 7pm Leadership
Graduation
Blue Ridge Arts Council
6:30pm - 7:30pm National Day of
Prayer
Main Street in Front Royal, Virginia
Today is National Day of Prayer and
there will be a Front RoyalCommunity
Prayer Service today at the Gazebo
located at Main/ChesterStreets.
There will be special music, drama
team and
area pastorsspeaking.
7pm - 10pm FOP Carnival
Front Royal, Virginia Carnival
Grounds
The Fraternal Order of Police’s
Annual Spring Carnival is being
heldtonight through May 9. Enjoy
rides, games and food every night!!
Fri May 8, 2009
8am - 3pm Yard Sale & Bake Sale
Limeton Community Church
9 Limeton Main Street, Limeton VA.
340 South of Front Royal.
7pm - 10pm Bluegrass Party
Browntown Community Center in
Browntown, Virginia
Enjoy Gospel & Old Time Music
tonight. Acoustic Instruments Only.
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Alllevels of musicians are welcome.
“Food will be available” Homemade
soupor chili, chicken salad,
sandwiches, hot
dogs, desserts, hot coffee,soda
& water. Proceeds benefit the
Community Center.
7pm - 10pm FOP Carnival
Front Royal, Virginia Carnival
Grounds
The Fraternal Order of Police’s
Annual Spring Carnival is being
heldtonight through May 9. Enjoy
rides, games and food every night!!
7pm - 10pm Full Moon Tour
CEDAR CREEK BATTLEFIELD
Join our reenactors as they describe
the Battle of Cedar Creek. Learnmore
about the War Between the States.
Watch for the ghost of NettieCooley.
Meet at the Cedar Creek
Battlefield Foundation Visitors’Center
Route 11, south of Middletown, VA
When: 7 p.m., March 10, 2009Cost:
$10 per person Remember dress
warm and wear comfortable
shoes!RSVP to the
CCBF at (540) 869-2064 Posttour refreshments at theVisitors’
Center ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT
THE PRESERVATION AND
EDUCATIONALOUTREACH OF THE
NON-PROFIT CEDAR CREEK
BATTLEFIELD FOUNDATION.
Sat May 9, 2009
8am - 4pm Warren County Fair Flea
Market
Warren County Fairgrounds
COME AND PLAY OUR “WHAT
IS IT” GAME. OUR VENDORS
OFFER COLLECTIBLES,JEWELRY,
ANTIQUES, SPORTS
MEMORABILIA, NASCAR ITEMS,
COMIC BOOKS,DOLLS, NEW &
USED FURNITURE,
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS, TOOLS
AND SO MUCH MORE!YOU ARE
SURE TO FIND SOMETHING
FOR EVERONE AT PRICES FOR
EVERYONE. TheFlea Market is open

every weekend expect during the fair.
For more
information: 540-635-5827 http://
www.warrencountyfair.com/15.html
8am - 3pm Yard Sale & Bake Sale
Limeton Community Church
9 Limeton Main Street, Limeton VA.
340 South of Front Royal.
9am - 4pm Chi Running Seminar
HealthSource of Front Royal
Come join us to learn a new running
technique designed to allow you
torun injury-free, increase efficiency
with a mid-foot strike, andincrease
your speed while reducing effort.
Instructed
by: Dr. JeremyBusch D.C., C.S.C.S.
840 John Marshall Hwy Suite E.
*Participates mustpre-register online
at www.chirunning.com
11am - 4pm Crosswalk
Gazebo on Main Street Front Royal,
Virginia
Area churches and ministries
disburse to different areas of town
andbegin walking with crosses to
Gazebo. Several speakers from
localchurches and ministries will be
there as well as the
Rock Worship Bandand local
Christian entertainers. Water/canned
drinks will beavailable. Sponsored by
The Rockworship Center.

2pm - 5pm Vino E Formaggio Wine
Tasting
124 E. Main Street
2:00 pm - 5:00 pm Always free and
always fun! www.vinoeformaggio.com
3pm - 4pm Library Event
Samuels Public Library in Front
Royal, Virginia
GREEN HOME BUILDING: AN
OVERVIEW - Green building refers
to design andconsturction practices
that use energy wisely, protect the
health ofoccupants, and reduce the
environmental
impact of our builtenvironment.
Andrew Grigsby, Principal and

Sustainability Consultantwith
Commonwealth Sustainability Works
in Clupeper, VA, will introducethe
principal elements of green building:
site selection; energy use;water
management; materials; and indoor
air quality. Green choices inall of
these areas must compliment each
other to make the building as asystem
function as needed.
Properly designed, green buildings
are morecomfortable, more beautiful
and more affordable. Come and
learn aboutthe future of construction
and how it will help create more
livablehuman
environments and a healthier planet.
7pm - 10pm FOP Carnival
Front Royal, Virginia Carnival
Grounds
The Fraternal Order of Police’s
Annual Spring Carnival is being
heldtonight through May 9. Enjoy
rides, games and food every night!!
Sun May 10, 2009
Mother’s Day
8am - 4pm Warren County Fair Flea
Market
Warren County Fairgrounds
COME AND PLAY OUR “WHAT
IS IT” GAME. OUR VENDORS
OFFER COLLECTIBLES,JEWELRY,
ANTIQUES, SPORTS
MEMORABILIA, NASCAR ITEMS,
COMIC BOOKS,DOLLS, NEW &
USED FURNITURE,
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS, TOOLS
AND SO MUCH MORE!YOU ARE
SURE TO FIND SOMETHING
FOR EVERONE AT PRICES FOR
EVERYONE. TheFlea Market is open
every weekend expect during the fair.
For more
information: 540-635-5827 http://
www.warrencountyfair.com/15.html
1pm - 4pm Vino E Formaggio Wine
Tasting
124 E. Main Street
Wine Tastings 1 - 4 pm Always free

and always fun

Mon May 11, 2009
7pm - 8pm Council Meeting
County of Warren Government Center
Tue May 12, 2009
12:30pm - 1pm Tourism Tuesdays
95.3 - the River radio station
Hear the latest tourism related
news and events every Tuesday at
12:30!If you can’t listen live check
out the podcasts athttp://www.
theriver953online.com/
5:30pm - 7pm Business
Appreciation Reception
The Apple House
7pm - 7pm BAR Meeting
County of Warren Government Center
Front Royal, Virginia
Wed May 13, 2009
9am - 10am Wine and Craft
Committee
Chamber Office
10am - 11am Library Event
Samuels Public Library in Front
Royal, Virginia
Toddler Story Time is today. The
Theme is “Hats”.
11am - 12pm Library Event
Samuels Public Library in Front
Royal, Virginia
Preschool Story Time is today. Theme
is “Hats”.

Meeting
Chamber Office

5:30pm - 7pm Business After
Hours: Occupational Health
Thu May 14, 2009
10am - 11am Library Event
Samuels Public Library in Front
Royal, Virginia
Toddler Story time is today. Theme is
“Hats”.
11am - 12pm Library Event
Samuels Public Library in Front
Royal, Virginia
Preschool Story Time is today. Theme
is “Hats”.
5pm - 6pm Golf Tournament
Bowling Green Country Club in Front
Royal, Virginia
Today is the Wine & Nine Golf
Tournament - held in conjunction with
theWine & Craft Festival scheduled
for May 16, 2009. Registration
beginsat 5:00pm with tee-off
beginning at 5:30pm.
Participants will play 9holes of golf
for various prizes. At the end of
the tournament, acoctail reception
will be held that will feature 3 winetastingstations. More Information may
be obtained by calling
the Chamber ofCommerce at
(540)635-3185.
5:30pm - 8pm Wine on Nine
Bowling Green Country Club
Fri May 15, 2009

12pm - 7pm Main Street Melodies
Town of Front Royal, Virginia
Celebrate and honor our fighting
men and women in our nation’s
ArmedForces with patriotic tunes
at the Gazebo located at Main &
ChesterStreets. Wear your red, white
& blue and/or
service uniforms.

7pm - 10pm Bluegrass Pickin’
Party
Front Royal Volunteer Fire
Department, 221 Commerce Ave
All level of talents welcome; acoustic
instruments only. Food for saleto
benefit the FrontRoyal Volunteer Fire
Department

3:30pm - 5pm Chamber Board
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Kids page

Sponsor the Kids Page! Call Leanne Bryant
540-683-0728 • lbryant@warrencountyreport.com

Sponsor the Kids Page!
Call Leanne Bryant
540-683-0728 • lbryant@warrencountyreport.com
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To advertise in Warren County Report:
Contact Alison at alisond@warrencountyreport.com • 540-551-2072
or Leanne at lbryant@warrencountyreport.com • 540-683-0728

Diversions

Is your business advertising in Warren
County’s most popular newspaper?
If not, you are probably spending too
much to reach fewer people.

540-683-0728

or

540-551-2072
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Contact Leanne at lbryant@warrencountyreport.com • 540-683-0728
or Alison at alisond@warrencountyreport.com • 540-551-2072

Early May, 2009 • Warren County Report • Page 47
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Diversions

Page 48 • Warren County Report • Early May, 2009

Memorial Day Open House

Saturday May 23rd
Open to the public 10am to dark

Over 30 vendors including:

Open to the Public
Swimming Pool • Mini-Golf
Shuffle Board • Holey Board
Horse Shoe Pits • Softball Games
Horse Back Riding
Live Band in the Evening

Food Galore!
Fun, Food & Music All Day!

Economy RV • Papa John’s Pizza
On The Road Again
Mobile Trailer Service and Repair
Jack Evan’s Chevrolet
Jeff’s Mobile Shop Supplies + Equipment
Yellow Cab • Diane’s Jewelers
Marlow Motors • Wade’s Sheets
Denise Jane Photography
XS Sport Drinks and Supplies
Polka Dot Pot • Basket Cases
Downtown Antiques • Shorty’s
Hank and Friends Band
Front Royal Federal Credit Union
Many Local Artisans
Springtime Garden and Water Features
Lorraine’s Jellies and Jams

Yellow Cab
of the Shenandoah

ON THE ROAD AGAIN

AUTO SALES & FINANCE

Skyline Ranch Resort
751 Mountain Rd • Front Royal, VA
540-635-4169 • www.skylineranchresort.com

