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Inaugural Parade

“It’s a true blessing for me to be in this organization and to see the President and to be able to
march in the parade. To be in the band selected out of all the different bands in Mississippi is a
true blessing and an honor.” – 17-year-old Petal High band member T.J. Taylor

Mississippi’s Petal High Band marches into history
With a stopover at Warren County’s Skyline High for a final practice
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Prepare yourselves for “a memory of a lifetime” was the general
message of Warren County and
Town of Front Royal officials
greeting a high school band from
Petal, Mississippi, to Front Royal
and Skyline High School on Jan.
19. While school was closed for

By Samantha Weaver

Martin Luther King Day, school
administrators opened two-yearold Skyline High’s doors and
grounds to allow the Petal High
School Marching Band a final
outdoor rehearsal prior to their
appearance in the Presidential
Inaugural Parade the following
day.
And while the Petal Marching Band is no stranger to hon-

ors, state championships and
appearances around the nation,
several band members we spoke
to seemed to realize the import
of the approaching moment to
themselves, their band, school
and nation.
“This is the biggest thing since
Kennedy’s Inauguration,” Principal Trombonist E.J. Miller
observed of the mood of many

could eat at once, but it was eliminated. Interestingly, the reason for
the elimination had nothing to do with
cruelty to animals, but rather had to
do with the difficulty of preventing
cheating. It seems that some wouldbe competitors were breeding smaller
and smaller fish for consumption.

¥ Who among us isn’t familiar with
the line, “Quoth the Raven, nevermore”? As virtually anyone who
made it through middle-school English class can tell you, it’s from Edgar Allan Poe’s classic poem “The
Raven.” Considering the ubiquitous
nature of the work, though, you might
be surprised to learn that Poe earned
a grand total of $9 from the first publication of the poem.

¥ Herpetologists can tell you that of
all the victims of rattlesnake bites,
only about half of them actually hear
the telltale rattle before being bitten.

¥ The word “alimony” is derived from
the Latin word “alimonia,” which
means “nourishment.”

¥ It was famed Elizabethan playwright
William Shakespeare who made the
following sage observation: “Beauty
is all very well at first sight; but whoever looks at it when it has been in
the house three days?”

¥ Those who study such things say
that the month in which you are most
likely to be shot, strangled or poisoned is December. They don’t seem
to venture an opinion regarding why,
however.

¥ The “Guinness Book of World Records” used to have a category for
how many live goldfish a person

¥ On average, British women are
shorter than women in the United
States.

¥ The brain of an ostrich is actually
smaller than one of its eyes.
***
Thought for the Day: “Bureaucrats
write memoranda both because they
appear to be busy when they are writing and because the memos, once
written, immediately become proof
that they were busy.” -- Charles Peters
(c) 2009 King Features Synd., Inc.

younger Americans. For while
President John F. Kennedy may
be ancient history to the teens of
the early 21st Century, his well
reported appeal to the nation’s
youth of the early 1960’s rings
familiar to their own generation’s
emotional connections to President Obama.
“It’s a true blessing for me to
be in this organization and to
see the President and to be able

to march in the parade. To be in
the band selected out of all the
different bands in Mississippi
is a true blessing and an honor,”
17-year-old T.J. Taylor said as he
stood with fellow baritone player
Joy Grimsley preparing to brave
temperatures 30-some degrees
colder than characteristic of their
home town.
We asked Trombonist Miller if
the cold and snow might damp-

17 year-old T. J. Taylor stands in 30 degree weather
with 16 year-old Joy Grimsley as the two baritone
players await practice outside Skyline High School
in Front Royal, VA Jan. 19.
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“They are better than my high school band already and they’re only warming up.” – Dan
McDermott
en the Mississippi band’s spirits
come inauguration day.
“It doesn’t matter. My mind’s
not going to be focused on that,
my mind is going to be focused
on how awesome it is to be there,”
Miller enthused, along with Flute
Section Leader Ericka Morris,
who agreed wholeheartedly that
the weather would be irrelevant
to the events of the following day
for the Petal contingent.
And while the temperatures
on the 19th hovered slightly below freezing throughout the day,
as if on cue as the band left the
comfortable confines of Skyline
High’s auditorium around 1:45
p.m., the clouds lifted, snow flurries evaporated and the sun even
peeked out to cast a soft glow as
the 158-strong Petal Marching
Band and Color Guard warmed
to their task in the Skyline football stadium parking lot.
As the brass and reeds warmed
both their lips and instruments at
one end of the lot and the drumline beat a steady rhythm at the
other end, it quickly became ap-

parent why Petal High was one
of 70 marching bands chosen to
participate in the 56th US Presidential inauguration from a pool
of 1,300 applicants.
“They are better than my high
school band already and they’re
only warming up,” Dan McDermott whispered to me in case
any ghosts of his high school past
were listening.
“Yea, this droning horn and reed
warm up with the drums rattling
away down there is pretty avant
garde – I wonder what their stage
band is like?” I wondered aloud.
Ninth-grade Principal Mike
Lott, one of Petal High’s four
principals, pointed out that 40
percent of his school’s 1,200, 912 grade students are involved in
music in one way or another.
The Petal High School Band
website – www.petalbands.org
– notes it “is the largest organization in the Petal School District,
comprised of approximately 160
students in grades 9-12. During
the fall, these students are a part
of the All-Superior PHS March-

ing Band. The band performs at
football games and makes appearances at parades and community
events as well as competitions
throughout the South. During
the winter and spring, the band
is divided into two performing
ensembles that include the PHS
Symphonic and Concert Bands.
The Petal Band program now also
offers winter performing opportunities with the Indoor Visual
Ensemble and the Indoor Percussion Theatre. All of these groups
have received continuous superior ratings in state and regional
competitions.” – And some federal, state and local bureaucrats
and politicians would have you
believe the arts don’t enrich the
US student experience enough to
fund directly.
Lott said that while the Town of
Petal’s population is about 10,000,
the school district’s population
reaches beyond the town limits
into Forrest County to serve a total of about 25,000 people.
And while the band is no
stranger to travel and awards,

Inaugural Parade

Town of Front Royal Mayor Eugene Tewalt presents
the key ring of the town to Petal High School 9thgrade Principal Mike Lott as the Petal High Marching Band gets down to business in the Skyline High
School parking lot.
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Ninth-grade Principal Mike Lott … pointed out that 40 percent of his school’s 1,200, 9-12 grade
students are involved in music in one way or another. The Petal High School Band website – www.
petalbands.org – notes it “is the largest organization in the Petal School District …
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From left, Principal Trombonist E.J. Miller, Flute Section Leader Ericka Morris, Drum Major Greg Barr and
Color Guard Captain Josie Taylor.
Trombonist Miller said the band’s
director didn’t initially alert the
band about the application for
the Inaugural Parade out of fear
of setting his oung charges up for
a big fall.
“Our Band Director Mr. “G”
(Garnard) made the statement to
our Hattiesburg American Newspaper that he didn’t even expect
to make it, that’s why he didn’t
say anything [to us] about it. And
then when he got the papers back
it was a huge surprise for us.”
And speaking of huge – Warren Public Schools Superintendent Pamela McInnis noted that
Skyline (60) and the new Warren
County High (50) bands combined were smaller than the Petal
contingent.
As the band practiced on Skyline High’s grounds under the

watchful eyes of Assistant Directors Ryan Saul and Chris Word on
Jan. 19, Director Mr. Mike Garnard was in DC running through
the logistics of the Petal High
School Band’s march through
history the following day.
“We congratulate you on your
achievement, and maybe someday our schools can reach the
kind of achievement you have
– we hope so at least,” the Petal
band, school officials and sponsors were told during welcoming
ceremonies in Skyline’s auditorium.
Front Royal, VA Mayor Eugene
Tewalt, Warren County, VA Board
of Supervisros Chairman Archie
Fox, FR Vice Mayor Bret Hrbek,
Town Councilmen Shae Parker
and Chris Holloway and Warren County, VA Administrator





Preparing for the cold - what’s that tuba doing on your
head?
Doug Stanley, his wife and family
joined McInnis in welcoming the
Petal contingent to Front Royal
as a staging area for its jump to
the nation’s capital just 70 miles
to the east the following day.
Also lauded for their work in
facilitating Petal’s trip north were
members of Rotary Clubs and
Chambers of Commerce on both
ends of the trip. Local resident
Stephanie Fretwell of the Linden Rotary, whose sister lives in
the Forrest County-Hattiesburg
area of Mississippi where Petal
is, acknowledged several months
of logistical efforts to see that
Petal High would have their place
on the national stage on Jan. 20,
2009, as Barack H. Obama is inaugurated as the 56th President
of the United States. Deborah
Reynolds (not that one, you aging movie buffs), both a Petal
Rotarian and Chamber President
thanked her local counterparts
for their help, and other local officials for their support and assistance as the Petal Band got in
its final practice before the big
day. And remember what the late

opera singer Pavorotti said about
practice, kids – “If I don’t practice for one day, I notice; if I don’t
practice for two days, the band
notices; and if I don’t practice for
three days, the audience notices.”
The band arrived in Front Royal
at about 11 a.m. on Jan. 19 after
an overnight stay in a Roanoke
Holiday Inn. They descended on
the South Street Burger King and
McDonald’s for lunch before arriving at Skyline to be greeted
by Activities Adminstrator Buck
Smith at 1 p.m. They will stay at
the Northern Virginia 4-H Educational Center in southern Warren County the evening of the
19th before heading east early.
“I think they told us we’d be getting a 4 a.m. breakfast call,” one
band member pondered. That estimate was later pared back even
earlier as those around the band
said they were expecting to pull
out of the 4-H Center and Warren County by 4:30 a.m. for their
march into the historical American landscape.
(Dan McDermott contributed to
this story)
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Letters are encouraged. Please limit them to 750 words unless prior arrangements are
made. Email letters to editor@warrencountyreport.com and be sure to include your
name, town and contact information.
Employee Free Choice Act
Editor:
Virginia’s small businesses are
struggling right now because of
the recession. They’re struggling
to get customers, pay bills and
keep the doors open.
The last thing Virginia’s familyowned businesses need is some
bureaucrat dictating the wages
and benefits they pay their employees.
But that’s exactly what the labor unions and some members of
Congress want to see happen.
Union bosses and their friends
in Congress are trying to pass
something called the Employee
Free Choice Act. This woefully
misnamed bill would replace secret ballots with a process known
as card check.
If the bill were to become law,
unions could organize a workplace simply by “persuading” a
majority of workers to sign authorization cards. There would be no
subsequent secret-ballot election
-- and no chance for management to present their case as to
what the ramifications might be
for their employees’ futures.
Once the union had enough
signatures, contract negotiations
would begin. If the union couldn’t
come to terms with management
within a set number of days, then
a federal bureaucrat would step
in and dictate wages and other
benefits.
The Employee Free Choice Act

would open employees to union
intimidation. Organizers could
corner workers in the parking
lot or even at home. Don’t let the
name fool you. This is the Employee Forced Choice Act.
A 2007 survey by the respected Virginia-based polling firm
McLaughlin & Associates found
that almost four in five voters
opposed this card check legislation. As state director of the National Federation of Independent
Business, Virginia’s leading small
business association, I hope Senator-elect Mark Warner and Sen.
Jim Webb will listen to their constituents on this issue.
As governor, Mark Warner
helped Virginia earn a reputation
as a business-friendly state by
promoting the commonwealth’s
right-to-work law and encouraging firms to come here because of
our excellent labor-management
climate.
Card check will change all that.
If the unions and federal bureaucrats can dictate wages and benefits, small business owners will
have to decide whether they can
afford to grow, add jobs or even
stay in business.
Under card check, a repair shop
is as vulnerable as a manufacturing plant. Men and women struggling to make payroll, provide
insurance for their workers, put
gas in their fleet or advertise their
goods and services will become
union targets. If Big Labor and
some members of Congress have
their way, these small business-

es -- and the people who work
for them -- would have unions
shoved down their throats.
In this increasingly tough financial climate, the last thing
we need is a bill that will make
life even tougher for small business owners, the backbone of
the American economy. These
entrepreneurs, who aren’t coming to Washington for a handout,
should not be sacrificed so that
unions can have their political
spoils. Join NFIB by telling our
senators that card check is a bad
idea –for business, for labor and
for Virginia.
Julia Ciarlo Hammond
National Federation of Independent Business
Richmond, VA
Clinton fundraising
The Honorable William J. Clinton
William J. Clinton Foundation
55 W 125th St
New York NY 10027
Dear President Clinton:
I am deeply troubled by news
reports that you will continue active fund-raising efforts for the
Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee (DCCC) even
if your wife is confirmed as secretary of State. This news comes
on the heels of reports that your
foundation has collected at least
$41 million from foreign nations

Opinion
including countries such as Saudi
Arabia, Oman, Qatar and Brunei.
That doesn’t include the millions
more from foreign individuals
and entities. I think these fundraising activities—both in the
political and foreign arenas—are
indefensible for the spouse of a
sitting secretary of State.
Senator Richard Lugar raised
concerns similar to mine at
Tuesday’s confirmation hearing
for Mrs. Clinton: “The core of
the problem is that foreign governments and entities may perceive the Clinton Foundation as a
means to gain favor with the secretary of State.” Foreign Affairs
Committee Chairman John Kerry
echoed these comments saying
that Senator Lugar was “expressing the view of the committee as
a whole.” Mr. Lugar added that
the “only certain way to eliminate
this risk going forward is for the
Clinton Foundation to forswear
new foreign contributions when
Senator Clinton becomes Secretary of State.” I am in complete
agreement.
Broadly speaking, while individual donations to presidential
election campaigns are limited in
amount, and restricted altogether from foreign sources, fundraising for presidential libraries
is completely unregulated and as
such ripe for corruption, or at the

very least, the appearance of impropriety. The opportunities for
such indiscretions will, of course,
be exponentially greater when
Senator Clinton becomes Secretary of State Clinton.
In November I wrote to President Bush urging him to make
public donor information to his
library and not to accept any
money from the Chinese government because of its grave human
rights abuses. We know for a fact
that various repressive governments, such as China and Saudi
Arabia, have big name Washington lobbyists on retainer to help
them curry favor in the halls of
power. Sadly the people that
these governments persecute
and imprison cannot afford such
luxuries. An unregulated arena
like a presidential library is no
exception. Furthermore, these
same lobbyists contribute widely to congressional candidates
and political parties. They are
the same firms and individuals
from which you will be soliciting
money via the DCCC. Foreign
governments, D.C. lobbyists,
the secretary’s ear—I shudder
to think how influence-peddling
could taint and permeate American foreign policy.
Your situation is unprecedented. For eight years you, Mrs.
Clinton and your daughter were

“Local Knowledge..... Global Reach”

540-675-1675
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12693 Lee Highway, Washington, Va 22747
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Opinion
America’s First Family. Never
before has the wife of a former
president served as secretary of

How Old Do You Feel?
A show of hands, please:
How many of us feel significantly younger than
our real age?
Many seniors feel, on
average, about 13 years
younger than we really are.
So says a large study that
was done over the course
of six years with participants aged 70 and older.
The mirror told a different story, though. It’s not
surprising that women
felt closer to their real age
when it comes to appearance. We can blame Madison Avenue for that one,
I’m sure. In certain circles
there’s a negative stereotype about older women,
and unfortunately some of
us buy into it. Men don’t
seem to have the same selfimage problems, according to the study. And given
the same age between men
and women, women perceived themselves to be on
average four years older
than the men.
By the end of the study,
however, it was the men
whose satisfaction with
themselves
decreased
more than the women’s
did.
Perceptions in general
changed as the study went
on. By the end of the study,
many reported a decrease
of a few years in the differ-

State. Not only would Mrs. Clinton be America’s top diplomat,
but constitutionally she would

ence between real and perceived age.
There was a link between
feeling young and healthy
and living a long life, of
course. Those who had
a positive attitude about
aging in general had the
greatest discrepancy between real and perceived
age. Those who started the
study with health issues
perceived their age to be
closer to what it actually
was.
I’m not sure I like the
attitude of one of the researchers, though. She was
quoted as saying that the
13 years is an “illusion.” Of
course it is. But so are the
images that are put before
us by Madison Avenue. As
long as we’re happy and
healthy, does it matter
what “number” we assign
ourselves?
Matilda Charles regrets
that she cannot personally answer reader questions, but will incorporate
them into her column
whenever possible. Write
to her in care of King Features Weekly Service, P.O.
Box 536475, Orlando,
FL 32853-6475, or send
e-mail to columnreply@
gmail.com.
(c) 2009 King Features
Synd., Inc.

also be the first cabinet official
in the presidential line of succession. You once famously joked
during the 1992 campaign cycle
that if you were elected, Americans would get “two for the price
of one.” The connection between
husband and wife both literally
and in terms of public perception
is inseparable.
In late December, the Washington Post editorialized, “There is
no getting around the uniquely
difficult issues posed by the dual
roles of Hillary Rodham Clin-

ton as future secretary of state
and former president Bill Clinton as the head of a foundation
that raises money from foreign
governments…[E]ven if Ms.
Clinton is not influenced by gifts
to her husband’s charity, the appearance of a conflict is unavoidable.” CNN too echoed similar
sentiments: “The potential conflict of interest, for a man with
intimate access to America’s top
diplomat, is enormous.”
[Recently] the Washington Post
editorial page recommended

Mrs. Clinton press you to “suspend foreign fundraising” altogether. In the best interest of the
nation you served, I, too, call on
you to stop all foreign fund-raising, as well as political fund-raising. I implore you to refrain from
placing your wife, and this country, in a compromising position.
Best wishes.
Sincerely,
Frank R. Wolf
Member of Congress

Early February, 2009 • Warren County Report • Page 

Letters are encouraged. Please limit them to 750 words unless prior arrangements are
made. Email letters to editor@warrencountyreport.com and be sure to include your
name, town and contact information.
Gaza
(Publisher’s note: In our last issue we printed an opinion piece
on the Gaza conflict sent to us by
local attorney Elizabeth Molchany.Of the 21 persons writing comments on Ms. Molchany’s piece
on our website, 19 were positive.
Below is a sampling of that positive response to balance the views
expressed in our one hard copy
response from Karen Cohen, of
the political action group EMET,
printed first. See others at www.
warrencountyreport.com )
Editor:
It is with disgust that I read
your opinion article “The Gaza
Holocaust”. If I didn’t know better, I would think I was reading
from the Al-Jezeera Post and not
a newspaper from the Commonwealth of Virginia.
I can only say that the article
is full of non-truth’s. While the
author claims to be a student of
the Mid-East Crisis, it appears
instead that she is a follower of
Arab propaganda which has so
widely circulated throughout the
world with the help of petro-dollars paving the way.
If you think for one second that
peace will occur if only Israel will
go back to pre-’67 borders, you
must be kidding yourself. The
proof is in the Gaza withdrawl of
2005, in which Israel evacuated
the area and uprooted 10,000 of

its most loyal citizens in order to
give the land for peace paradigm
a chance. Not only did Jewish
philanthropists purchase the
greenhouses so the Palestinians
who would be moving into the
area would have a way to support
themselves, but beautiful synagogues were left empty so the Arabs could use them as their houses of worship. The Palestinian
people had their opportunity and
no sooner did they move into the
area, but their primary goal was
to build a terror base, not to build
their people. Call it the fault of
Hamas, a terrorist organization,
but the people of Gaza voted for
their government. A government
that promised social reform but
instead has been busy building
tunnels to smuggle in missiles
and teaching their children to
be martyrs in the name of Allah.
A government that could have
been building instead of shooting bombs into the neighboring
city of Sderot, Israel. And not
just one or two bombs…..thousands of bombs have been sent
over from Gaza targeting nursery schools and residential areas
until Israel finally decided to do
what every government in the
world is obligated to do: protect
its citizens. There only mistake
is that they didn’t do it sooner
before the buildup or arms had
reached the level that it did.
Just a little history lesson……
the Arabs were given a two state
solution in 1948 and rejected

the idea as the thought of a Jewish homeland amongst the Arab
world was not acceptable to them.
The whole idea of a Palestinian
people came into being once the
Arabs realized they would not
beat the Israeli’s militarily but
that the West would sympathize
with their so-called struggle for
nationhood.
And if your author thinks Israel
is the only target of hate filled
Muslim terror organizations, she
should think again. In the mind
of Hamas, Israel is the little satan
and the US, yes that includes the
Commonwealth of Virginia, is
the big satan. Hamas is against
everything the US and Israel
stand for…..freedom of speech,
freedom of religion and democracy in the true sense of the word.
There is no compromising with a
terror group who hates everything you stand for. It is hard for
Americans to understand this
concept but understand it they
must or Ms. Molchany, the author of the despicable article will
be standing in line for her burka
instead of enjoying the freedoms
we have come to take for granted
in our wonderful country.
Karen Cohen
Member of the Board
Endowment for Middle East
Truth
1050 Conn. Ave. 10th Floor
Washington, DC 20036
• On January 9, 2009 at 11:05 pm

Opinion
Willie said:
Excellent article - stating the
facts - on what led up to the
present destruction of Gaza and
what is happening now. Americans need to research for themselves and not rely on the TV to
tell them what is happening in
Gaza as so much of it is Israeli
Propaganda. Shame on the Congress for supporting Israel and
the taking of so many innocent
lives! What is happening to our
humanity - why are we not supporting basic human rights for
all - and instead siding with an
Apartheid state with our money
and military equipment?
• On January 11, 2009 at 10:54
pm Susanne Hoder said:
I have been to the occupied territories, and have seen the persecution of the Palestinian people
by Israelis. Christians as well as
Muslims are seeing their land and
water taken to illegally expand a
state for one ethnic group alone.
It is time for Americans to realize that the warm and generous Palestinian people are not
the demonic enemies our press
has made them out to be. They
are victims of an ethnic cleansing
that began more than 60 years ago
with the massacre of unarmed
men, women and children at Deir
Yassin, and continues today in
Gaza. Our money and weapons
make Israel’s aggression possible.
Thanks to Ms. Molchany for this
insightful piece.
• On January 14, 2009 at 1:40 pm
Saalakhan said:
The French philosopher Voltaire once said, “Those who can
make us believe absurdities, can
also cause us to commit atrocities.”
Israel’s unconscienable aggression, over the past six decades,
against a people who had noth-

ing to do with the European holocaust - and my own country’s
support of these “crimes against
humanity” - have been based on
a long litany of “absurdities.”
I thank Ms. Molchany for the
thoughtful and WELL DOCUMENTED contribution she’s
made to the cause of truth and
justice!
• On January 15, 2009 at 4:43 pm
Fran Sarguis said:
I have read the Molchany article
published in the Warren County Report newspaper. I found
it brilliant, accurate, and a rare
honest look at the depredations
committed by Israel on a totally
outmatched population in Gaza.
Israel is able to wreak havoc, rain
phosphorus bombs on women
and children, demolish homes,
flatten entire neighborhoods, all
thanks to unlimited armaments
and murdering helicopters provided and paid for by the US taxpayers …
If your land is illegally occupied,
contrary to a multitude of UN
resolutions, and contrary to international law, and if talk won’t
right this wrong, what are you
supposed to do? When the Germans occupied France in the second war, the French Resistance
took actions far more lethal than
the harmless Hamas rockets. The
way the Germans responded was
to execute the population of entire villages (Oradour-sur-Glane
is a good example). How does
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Opinion
the present and disproportionate
outrage by the Israeli forces dif-

The Trillion-Dollar Standard
At least the word “trillion”
still has cachet as denoting a
lot of money. “Billion” has been
surpassed during the past few
months, and “million” has long
been positively quaint.
The Obama team wants to
keep its two-year stimulus plan
(just) beneath a trillion dollars, sensing that 13 figures is
the price point when the public
might balk at the fiscal bacchanal. (The entire Pentagon budget
is $500 billion.)
That Congress will take more
time, into February, to pass the
bill constitutes a notable act
of fiscal restraint in the Age of
Obama. Otherwise, congressmen will make like those Germans who lived through the
hyperinflation of Weimar Germany -- and shove cash out the
door in wheelbarrows. Obama’s
team wants to get 80 votes for
the stimulus plan in the Senate,
and took a step toward it with
word that it is considering $300
billion worth of tax cuts as part

fer from the German occupiers in
France? …

of the plan.
Sure, that’s a tax cut “only” in
the hundreds of billions. But
consider: President Bush’s first
tax cut, $1.35 trillion over 10
years, delivered $174 billion in
tax relief in its first two years.
Obama is nearly doubling Bush’s
cuts that were denounced by
Democrats as recklessly profligate. Bush’s second tax cut
in 2003 cost $350 billion over
10 years. Obama is engaged in
shameless fiscal logrolling, hoping to pick up Republicans by
devoting roughly 40 percent of
his plan to tax cuts.
They are characteristic Obama
tax cuts, with a strong whiff of
spending about them. He wants
to give people $500 tax credits
-- a version of the $131 billion
stimulus that didn’t work in early 2008 -- and throw a bunch of
tax benefits at business, including a credit for hiring. None of
this is as straightforward -- nor
will it provide as much economic benefit -- as simply cutting the
payroll tax for working people
or cutting the corporate tax rate
for business.
Even with tax cuts absorbing
some of his plan, Obama is testing the outer limits of spending.
The federal government spends
about $60 billion a year on transportation and other sorts of infrastructure. As Harvard economist Edward Glaeser points
out, doubling that amount still

[Letters are encouraged. Please
limit them to 750 words unless

“would represent only 8 percent
of a $750 billion package.” Obama
might be reduced to the expedient suggested by John Maynard
Keynes of burying money in
bottles and then paying people
to dig it up (some of the projects
on the “shovel-ready” list compiled by the nation’s mayors are
only marginally less foolhardy).
During the campaign, Obama
was careful always to say -- less
than honestly -- that his spending proposals were paid for.
Now, it doesn’t matter. Ohio
Gov. Ted Strickland left a begging voice message with Obama
chief of staff Rahm Emanuel that
captured the moment perfectly:
“Rahm, it’s Ted. You’ve never
failed me, and I need $5 billion.”
The stimulus spending -- or
most of it -- will eventually disappear, and Obama will have
to raise taxes. The fiction of his
campaign was that repealing the
Bush tax cuts on the rich would
pay for everything. Repeal probably gets $50 billion a year, which
in Washington’s newly adjusted
fiscal lexicon is negligible. It
takes a trillion to get anyone’s
attention. And “quadrillion”
comes next.
Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2009 by King Features Synd.,
Inc.

prior arrangements are made.
Email letters to editor@warrencountyreport.com and be sure

to include your name, town and
contact information.]

Widows Are Due
Reimbursement

February.
If you know a widow to
whom this might apply,
clip this column for her. If
you’re in a service organization such as the American Legion and you’ve had
married members pass
away, talk to the widows
and ask if they had to pay
back the last benefit check
they received.
While the VA says it will
send the money (once it
sorts out who’s to get it),
chances are there will be
many widows who slip
through the cracks, possibly for something as simple as an address change.
It might only involve $100,
or it could be thousands.
Doesn’t matter. If the war
veteran died after Dec. 31,
1996, the money from the
last check belongs to the
widow.
The VA’s number is 1800-827-1000.

Since 1996, the Department of Veterans Affairs
has been demanding reimbursement for benefit
checks sent during the
month that a married war
veteran died. It shouldn’t
have done this. Twelve
years ago, a law was passed
that directed the VA to allow spouses to keep those
final benefit and disability
checks.
Yet untold hundreds of
thousands of widows (possibly as many as 50,000
per year) were dinged for
the money just at the time
they needed it most. Either
the widows paid it back
or started making payments when they received
demand letters -- or the
government got into their
checking accounts and
took it back. Sometimes it
was both.
The VA says the problem
was caused by a computer
glitch that was never fixed.
When the new law took effect, automated letters demanding repayment just
kept rolling out.
Now that the problem
has come to light, the VA
plans to fast-track a fix and
get checks out starting in

Write to Freddy Groves
in care of King Features
Weekly Service, P.O. Box
536475, Orlando, FL
32853-6475, or send email to columnreply@
gmail.com.
(c) 2009 King Features
Synd., Inc.
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Town announces Commerce
Ave. water main break
The Town of Front Royal experienced a major break beginning in the morning of Monday
January 19. Department of Environmental Services personnel
responded to the break at about
5:00 am to observe significant
flow discharging into the open
area around the bike trail to the
west of Commerce Avenue between Prospect Street and Stonewall Avenue. A 14” waterline that
services the central portion of the
Town and provides the primary
water source for the Guard Hill
and Route 522 Corridor.
This waterline break resulted in
reduced pressure throughout the
Town especially for higher elevation locations.
Town crews were able to isolate the waterline break at around

5:00pm and proceed with the installation of a temporary band.
Normal pressure was restored to
the system soon after the repair
was completed.
A permanent repair band was
obtained this morning, January
20, and was scheduled to be installed that afternoon. Reduced
water pressure will occur during
this repair.
Repair of the break was hindered due to the number of calls
to the Police Department reporting no water at locations, when
water service was available at a
reduced pressure. When reporting a utility problem, please provide accurate information so that
the Town can properly react and
respond.
We apologize for the inconvenience of low water pressure during this break. Unfortunately, the
cold temperatures usually result
in shifts in the subsurface soils.
This shifting can result in breaks
in the waterline. This weekend
resulted in five waterline breaks
that the Town repaired.
If you have any questions about
this waterline break, please contact the Department of Environmental Services at (540) 635-

7819.
Town Launches Public Notices
E-mail List
The Town of Front Royal is now
providing citizens with the ability
to receive public notices and announcements from the Town via
email. (As in the past, the notices
will also be posted on the website
under “Public Notices.”)
To join the Public Notices email
list, send a blank email with the
subject line “subscribe” to publicnotices@frontroyalva.comThis
e-mail address is being protected
from spam bots, you need JavaScript enabled to view it . An email
will be sent to you requesting
confirmation; follow the instructions in that email to confirm
your subscription.
Due to the fact that legitimate
email is sometimes mistakenly
classified as spam, the Town recommends adding the email address publicnotices@frontroyalva.com This e-mail address is
being protected from spam bots,
you need JavaScript enabled to
view it to the address book or the
list of safe senders.

Warren County officially opens
new Linden Compactor Site
Warren County has completed the development of the new
Linden compactor site. The new
compactor site is located approximately ¼ mile west on Route 649
(Dismal Hollow Road) from the
former location next to the Apple House. The new site encompasses one acre and includes two
compactors, recycling containers
and an attendant building.
According to Doug Stanley,
County Administrator, the new
facility offers a number of improvements including:
• Safer access for residents
• Additional room for recycling
opportunities
• Better traffic flow
• Attendant building with restroom facilities for site attendant
Archie Fox, Chairman of the
Board, indicated that, “The new
compactor site really turned out

nicely and will serve residents
of the County for many years to
come. I want to thank Larry Andrews for his generosity in donating the land to the County to allow us to make this long awaited
improvement. This represents
the first of two proposed compactor site upgrades to improve
access for our residents.”
Tony Carter, Supervisor for
the Happy Creek District, indicated that, “The new compactor
site will provide a safe, quick and
convenient location for residents
to dispose of their trash and recyclables. Thanks to all of the
County staff who had a hand in
working on the project. ”
According to Dick Magnifico,
Deputy County Administrator,
“As part of the project, the former compactor location at the
Apple House will be cleared and
restored. The total cost for the
improvements to the site was
$711,879.96, which includes design and engineering costs.”
Stanley added that the County
Capital Improvement Plan includes the eventual upgrade/replacement of the Route 340/522
compactor in coming years as
well. “We have had a real need

$5

115 South Street • Front Royal
Just Up From Kmart

CAR
WASH

683-4226

$4 OFF

$3
OFF

Best Value!

Ultimate Wash
Add Rain-X®
Special

Warren

County Report

Discount

$14.00
$3.00
$17.00
- 4.00

Only $13.00

ENTER COUPON CODE
1116

Expires 2/4/09

Ultimate Wash
Special

Warren

County Report

Discount

$3
OFF
$14.00
- 3.00

Only $11.00

ENTER COUPON CODE
1113

Expires 2/4/09

Supreme Wash
Special

Warren

County Report

Discount

$3
OFF
$12.00
- 3.00

Only $9.00

ENTER COUPON CODE
1111

Expires 2/4/09

Express Wash

$8.00

Special

- 3.00

Warren

County Report

Discount

Only $5.00

ENTER COUPON CODE
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Expires 2/4/09
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Don’t forget
VALENTINE’S DAY! SAVE
$20

Get 12 Long Stemmed Red Roses plus a Free Premium Ruby Vase
Only

$

Place order NOW for Valentine's delivery!
Supply is limited. Only at

39

www.ProFlowers.com/Newspapers
1.866.247.2827

99

+S&H
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437-A South Royal Avenue
Front Royal, VA 22630

540-635-9808

www.samsneadrealty.com • Fax: 540-635-7128 • Toll Free: 800-292-3548

SKYLINE
CAVERNS
One of Front Royal’s TOP TOURIST
ATTRACTIONS is for sale. Multiple
income producer. Tours, souvenirs,
mini train ride and mirror maze. All on
45 commercial acres in 4 tracts with
other possibilities. Property shown
by appointment only. Financials
available. Qualified investors only.
MLS#WR6620369

$3,990,000

American
Red Cross
Valentine’s Day
Dance!

• Saturday, February 14, 2009 from
7pm-11pm at Bowling Green Country
Club North
• Tickets: $25 Per Person (Inc. DJ,
Karaoke, 2 Drink Tickets & Snacks!)
Please contact me for tickets or call
the Red Cross: 635-2333

Beth Medved Waller, Inc
540-671-6145 • bethwaller@mris.com
Top Producer again in December with over 1.1 million in ratified contracts-now’s the time to buy!

See my listings online on nearly 100 websites
including front page exposure on Realtor.com
and 80 other popular real estate sites!

to expand and modernize these
facilities due to the population
growth that has occurred. It has
taken a number of years to identify and acquire sites and to budget
for the funds to make the necessary improvements, but the wait
has been worth it for the residents of the area.”
The County would like to take
the opportunity to thank the
Apple House and Ben Lacy and
George McIntyre for leasing the
County the location for the past
20 years. The site served the community well until the County ultimately outgrew the site. The
County would also like to thank
Joyce Engineering and Key Construction for their work on the
design and construction of the
site.
11th Street fire causes
major damage to adjoining
townhouses
Warren County Fire and Rescue
units responded to a reported
townhouse on fire with entrapment in 600 block of West 11th
Street in Front Royal on Tuesday
morning, January 13. A staffed
ambulance arrived from the
hospital within 2 minutes at 619
West 11th St. to find heavy smoke
showing from roof of a two-story
townhouse. They assisted with
evacuation that had been started
by neighbors and passersby.
Fire units arrived a short time
later to find fire showing from the
rear and smoke through the roof.
Primary search was conducted to
verify all occupants were out of
the structure and fire was located
in the second floor bedroom and
void spaces of the roof and floor.
Initial assignment brought units
from Companies 1, 10, 2 and
Truck 1, as well as County career
staff. A size up showed fire extension into adjoining townhouses
at 617 and 621 West 11th Street.
A second alarm was requested
and brought units from 4 and
51 (StrasburgVFC 51). Fire was
brought under control in 50 minutes with complete extinguishment and overhaul taking 3 1/2
hours.
Nicholson Enterprises owned
the townhouses at 617 and 619;
while 621, was owned by David
Zigler of Manassas.
The fire was determined to have
originated in 619 and spread to
the townhouses at 621 and 617
W. 11th Street. The townhouse at

619 suffered damages estimated
at $125,000. Damages were estimated at $25,000 at 617 and
$45,000 at 621. While occupants
of 619 and 621 were staying with
relatives, the occupants of 617
were being assisted by the Warren County Chapter of the Red
Cross.
There were no injuries to occupants, but three firefighters
received minor injuries, two of
which were treated at Warren
Memorial Hospital and released.
The cause of the fire is under investigation by the Warren County Fire and Rescue but is not believed suspicious.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Time of Call: 8:20 AM
Dispatch: 8:22 AM (Engines 1, 10, 2,
Truck 1, Truck 10, Career staff)
On scene: 8:25 AM (Fire from rear
roof area)
2nd Alarm: 8:47 AM (Engines 4 and
Truck and Engine 51 [Strasburg])
Under Control: 9:42 AM
Cleared: 12:09 PM

FRPD arrests local with pistol
stolen in Kentucky
Front Royal Police Department’s Interim Chief Richard H.
Furr announces the arrest of Eric
Devaughn Berryman, 34 years
old of 120 West 17th Street, Front
Royal.
According to Interim Chief
Furr on January 16, 2009, Mr.
Berryman was stopped by Officer
Jason Lethcoe for traffic violations. During his encounter with
Mr. Berryman, Officer Lethcoe
was assisted by K-9 Officer Jason Bates and his K-9, Diesel. As
a result of their investigation the
officers seized two handguns, a
Ruger .44 Magnum Super Black
Hawk revolver and an AMT .380
semi-auto pistol.
After running the weapons
through a wanted check, the
AMT Pistol was reported stolen

in Boone County, Kentucky. Mr.
Berryman was arrested and taken
to the Warren County Jail where
he is being held without bond for
charges of misdemeanor Carrying a Concealed Weapon; felony
Possession of a Stolen Firearm;
and felony Possession of a Firearm after having previously been
convicted of a felony; and Possession of Burglary Tools.
This case is still under investigation and could result in additional
charges pending the outcome.

DUI ‘Checkpoint Strikeforce’
results announced
As advertised by the department in mid-January, the Front
Royal Police Department conducted a Driving Under the Influence saturation patrol January 16
through January 19th, 2009. This
patrol was conducted as part of
CHECKPOINT STRIKEFORCE,
a grant funded operation by the
Division of Motor Vehicles.
Lieutenant R. Clint Keller advised that during this operation
the Front Royal Police patrol division arrested two motorists for
Driving Under the Influence.
One of those arrested on Jan.
18, on a first offense DUI, who refused breath and blood tests, remained incarcerated at the time
of a Jan. 20, FRPD Press Release
on the initiative. That 48-year-old
was arrested at Church Street and
Stonewall Drive. He is a Church
Street resident and is scheduled
for a general district court return
date on Feb. 10 at 10 a.m. He is
being held in Warren County Jail
on a secured bond.
A 25-year-old arrested on
Jan. 17 on West 14th Street was
charged with DUI (subsequent
offense) and operating his vehicle
while his license was suspended
due to a previous DUI offense.
The 25-year-old is free on bond
awaiting a hearing, also on Feb.
10, at 10 a.m. That man is a Stephens City resident.

Navigating Difficult Economic
Times
The Front Royal-Warren County Chamber of Commerce, the
Economic Development Author-
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ity and the Lord Fairfax Small
Business Development Center
have collaborated on a seminar
series – “The Lifeline Series” - for Warren County businesses
on navigating difficult economic
times.
Bill Sirbaugh, Executive Director of the Small Business Development Center, is assembling the
presenters for the series. The first
seminar was held on December
10, 2008 at the Economic Development Authority offices. The
speaker for that seminar, Casey
Willson, is a retail specialist with
the Maryland Small Business Development Center. Mr. Willson
was an accomplished retailer for
more than 35 years. For the first
seminar, he brought his dynamic
style and wealth of knowledge to
the group, and won high praise
for the content of his presentation. He will be revisiting Front
Royal in the near future to conduct individual assessments for
retailers.
“These are difficult times,” said
Niki Findley, President of the
Chamber of Commerce, “and we
want to offer our constituents and
business community as much information as possible on how to
contain and sustain healthy businesses.”
The next seminar in the series
is scheduled for February 24th,
8 am until 10 am at the Warren
County Government Center. The
seminar, entitled “SOS-Bankers’
Forum,” will focus on:
* Potential Traps and Pitfalls;
* Protecting Yourself and Your
Business;
* Banking Services Available in
Tough Times;

Advertise in our upcoming Valentine’s Day Pull-Out Section! Call Leanne Bryant at 540305-6347 • lbryant@warrencountyreport.com
* Partnerships Between Banks
and Businesses in Getting to
“Safe Harbor:”
* Understanding Unique Economic Times;
* Obstacles Banks Face in Difficult Times.
In addition to the roster of
speakers, the Virginia Department of Business Assistance and
the federal Small Business Administration will have displays
and information on hand for attendees.
In March, 2009, the EDA,
Chamber and SBDC join in partnership with Shenandoah University’s Byrd School of Business
Advisory Board for a workshop
on “How to Survive and Prosper
in the Current Economic Crisis”. The workshop is scheduled
for March 10th from 9:00a until
4:00p at the SU campus in Winchester.
In April, 2009, the “Lifeline
Series,” will continue with a Retail Session Follow-Up by Casey
Willson. And, in May, 2009, the
series will present Accounting in
Challenging Times.
“Part of the EDA’s scope of services is to design and provide
business assistance programs that
support of our business community. The challenges of our current
economy beg attention, guidance
and professional assistance,” said
Jennifer McDonald, executive director of the Economic Development Authority.
“That’s why we are working diligently with the Chamber and the
SBDC to get this information out
to business owners and managers.”
“We encourage all business

owners and corporate managers
to attend,” said Findley. “There is
a wealth of information in these
presentations – and you never
know what piece may help stabilize your business strategies.”

New board members for
downtown group
Downtown Front Royal, Inc. is
pleased to announce the instatement of three new board members to our organization; Maggie Sill, James Martin and Kelley
Miller.
Maggie Sill of Heaven Sent
Shoppe, a Christian book & gift
shop has been extensively involved in the promotion and improvement of the Downtown area
for many years. She previously
served eight years as a Board
member of the Downtown Business Association (DBA), and is an
active member of the Front Royal
Police Chief ’s Advisory Board.
James Martin is a Senior Consultant for PRAMM Consulting.
His expertise is in the areas of
organizational and project management, business operations,
financial management, human
resources, contracts, and negotiations. James is a member of
the Front Royal/Warren County
Chamber of Commerce and
serves on the steering committee
of the Blue Ridge Job Readiness
Academy .
Kelley Miller has owned and

operated New Look Kitchen and
Bath in Front Royal since 1981.
She is involved in various community organizations and is an
active Rotarian.
Downtown Front Royal, Inc. is
a 501(c)3, not-for-profit, community development organization and a Virginia Main Street
Program DHCD Commercial
District Affiliate. DFR works with
various groups throughout the
community such as the Chamber
of Commerce, the Economic Development Authority, the Town
of Front Royal , Virginia Tourism
and dozens of local non-profit
groups to showcase the beauty,
strength and vitality of our historic downtown area. DFR is currently looking for volunteers for
our Home for the Holidays Committee, Design committee and

Red Cross Valentine’s Dance
The American Red Cross, Top
of Virginia Chapter invites the
public to support its mission
while celebrating Cupid’s big day
on February 14, 2009. From 7p11p at Bowling Green Country
Club North, bring your valentine or find a new one at the Red
Cross Valentine’s Dance. Tickets
can be purchased by calling the
-ODULAR "ATTER Y
3TORAGE

WHOLESALE PRICING
at the Happy Creek Technology Park
of EAGLE & Other Safety Products
&LAMMABLE
&LUIDS 3TORAGE
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3TAND
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ST NDARD SUPPLY
   * On Main Street Since 1953 *

Economic Development Committee. For more information
about DFR visit our website at
www.downtownfrontroyal.org

3AFETY ,IGHTING
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Selling RED JACKET®
WELL PUMPS to choosy customers
since 1991.

Choose to call ST NDARD SUPPLY at
635-4547 for a professional installer near you.

SAFETY
PRODUCT
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2ECEPTICALS
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Buy all your OSHA required
products DIRECT.

Come and see our showroom at
1330 Progress Dr., Front Royal

CALL 540-636-4444
for a complete catalog
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Red Cross office at 635-2333 or
Beth Waller at 671-6145 (the $25
per person tickets include snacks,
DJ/Karaoke and 2 drink tickets).
The Valentine’s Dance will be

the first big event to benefit the
Top of Virginia Chapter of the
American Red Cross. Since the
FR/WC Branch teamed up with
Winchester , Frederick & Clarke

this year, the dance is a wonderful
opportunity for a cross-county
event to gather all area Red Cross
supporters. We hope it will be the
first of many fundraisers that will

Start the New Year out right….

Take care of the honey-do list!
Have you got a list of home projects that need a professional? Let
Buracker Construction LLC help you with that list. Our experienced
crew can design and build from your ideas! Call us at 540-636-1879 or
e-mail buracker@comcast.net to discuss your project.

We offer the following specialized services:
Finished Basements – Are you all cramped up in your
current living space? Turn that empty basement space into a
family room, office or bedroom.
Additions – Add that extra living space you’ve needed. Don’t
move, improve.
Garage’s and Barns – We do that too. Bring us your idea’s
and we’ll design one that fits your needs.
Porches and Decks – Did you buy one of those houses that
either had no deck or a teeny tiny one? We can build you a real deck, one that you can entertain
your friends and family on and be proud.
Gazebos – We can build a gazebo or pergola so you
can relax and
enjoy the great
outdoors!
Update your
look! Does
your siding
need to be
replaced?
We can install
Log siding, Cedar siding, Vinyl siding, Hardiplank
Siding and Smart Side Siding. How about replacement
windows. Get rid of those old drafty windows and get
some Energy Star rated replacements.
If you are looking for a new house – we have two completed homes ready to move into. Or,
we can build for you on one of our lots in scenic Bentonville, or on a lot of your own. Now is a
great time to buy a new home!

Buracker Construction LLC
Custom Homes and Construction Services
2594 Stonewall Jackson Hwy, Bentonville, VA 22610

540-636-1879 • fax: 540-636-1591

Email: buracker@comcast.net Website: buracker-construction.com

enable our communities to join
together to share in a festive time
while supporting our Red Cross.
During these challenging economic times, donations are down
dramatically but our spending for
disaster relief is up significantly.
Warren County has unfortunately been plagued with fires, with
two fires in January 2009 alone.
Since January of 2008, the Warren
County Disaster Action Team has
provided Red Cross assistance to
38 people, and local disaster relief
is just one of the many areas that
is in great need of funding. The
Valentine’s Dance is the ultimate
“win-win”—it will be a fun evening supporting a great cause…
and it will give the Red Cross an
opportunity to promote its spring
area fundraisers! We’ll have information on display and be selling tickets to upcoming events,
most notably the Celebrating
Heroes Gala and the Shrimp and
Oyster Fest. The Gala will be held
at the ProJet Aviation Hanger at
the Winchester Regional Airport
on March 7, 2009.
This year’s theme is honoring
our veterans and active military
personnel and it will be a “MASH
Bash” from 6pm-10pm . The 7th
Annual Shrimp and Oyster Fest

will be held on April 25, 2009 ,
catered by The Apple House.
Due to our upcoming fundraisers in March and April when we’ll
be soliciting donations and sponsorships, we are not actively seeking sponsors for the Valentine’s
Day event. Instead, we are focusing the dance on thanking our
communities, promoting our upcoming events (where we will be
seeking sponsorships) and joining
together in our first cross-county
endeavor. Beth Waller, chair of
the American Red Cross Front
Royal/Warren County Branch,
decided to sponsor the event to
keep the ticket prices low, with
hopes that the low price will enable even people on tight budgets
to enjoy the event and learn about
the American Red Cross.
“I really wanted to keep the
ticket prices affordable so that
we could open up the dance to
the entire community. With everyone alarmed by the economy,
many couples aren’t able to afford
the wonderful fundraisers hosted
by our many nonprofits throughout the year. The dance will be
a fun way to celebrate the day,
and we hope people will enjoy it
enough to mark their calendars
for our major fundraising events

Accidents & Personal Injury
Law Offices of Thomas H. Sayre
Civil & Criminal Trials

Concentrating in:
• Adoptions
• Child Custody
• Social Security
Disability
• Serious Auto
Accidents
• Wills & Deeds

Licensed in VA & WV

540-636-7777
Telecopier: 540-636-3763

222 E. Main St. Front Royal, VA 22630
E-mail: tsayre@embarqmail.com • www.sayrelawoffice.com
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that will follow in 2009!” Waller
said.
The $25 per person ticket includes snacks, entertainment (DJ
and Karaoke by the DJ Connection), and 2 drink tickets. A reasonably-priced cash bar will also
be available. In addition to dancing, karaoke, and a “singles dance,”
one of the activities during the
night will be a drawing for a fabulous door prize. We are encouraging attendees to bring a donation
for the silent auction that will be
held at the Shrimp and Oyster
Fest on April 25th. For each item
donated, donors will get a chance
for the drawing that will be held
at the dance. We’ll have the items
donated on display throughout
the night so folks can preview
some of what proves every year
to be an extensive auction. The
silent auction donations are tax
deductible and a wonderful way
for local businesses to advertise
their community support. There
are also many sponsorship opportunities available at all levels
for the upcoming spring events
that attendees can learn about
on Valentine’s Day. For more information, contact Waller at 540671-6145 or the Red Cross office
at 540-635-2333.
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Bills on the Policy Agenda being debated this week include:

Report from Richmond
By Delegate Clay Athey
Front Royal, VA
Greetings from your Delegate
to the Virginia General Assembly. As Chairman of the House
Republican Policy Committee, I
have been working over the past
year to develop numerous proposals to reform and strengthen a
myriad of Virginia statutory law.
Over the coming weeks, I will be
highlighting and explaining the
Policy Committee proposals as
well as bills which I am personally proposing to address issues
unique to the citizens of Fauquier,
Warren and Frederick Counties. I
hope to track those bills to their
successful passage or to their untimely death.

(1) HB 1634 - Campaign finance;
prohibited activities during
regular sessions of the General
Assembly. Prohibits any General
Assembly member, the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Attorney General from attending
any event held during a regular
session of the General Assembly
that is sponsored by any political
party committee, registered lobbyist, or any organization, group,
or person from whom the member or statewide official received
a campaign contribution during
the previous calendar year.
(2) HB 1598 - Certificate of public need; criteria for determining
need and method of filing. Replaces existing criteria for determining need for the purposes of
a Certificate of Public Need with
six new criteria including (i) the
extent to which the proposed
service or facility will provide or
increase accessibility to the residents of the area to be served and
the effects on accessibility in areas having distinct and unique
geographic, socioeconomic, cultural, transportation, and other

barriers to care; (ii) the level of
documented community support
from the citizens, businesses,
and governmental leaders; (iii)
the extent to which the proposed
service or facility will impact the
costs of and charges for providing
quality health services; (iv) the
extent to which the proposed service or facility increases institutional competition; (v) the extent
to which the proposed service or
facility will promote quality assurance and cost effectiveness
through improvements or innovations in the financing and delivery of health services; and (vi)
the extent to which the proposed
service or facility will increase
service to indigent populations.
This bill also allows for the electronic filing of applications for a

Certificate of Public Need.
(3) HB 2060 - Mental health law
revisions. Amends mental health
statutes to address issues resulting from the overhaul of mental
health laws during the 2008
Session. This bill clarifies requirements that law-enforcement initiated emergency custody remains subject to the four
hour limit and two hour extension provisions; clarifies that the
employee or designee of the community services board attending
a commitment hearing need not
be the person who prepared the
prescreening report, and that
neither the employee or designee
of the community services board
attending a commitment hearing
nor the independent examiner

HUGE MOVING SALE
50% - 70% OFF on all clothing and shoes till Jan. 30th
Jan. 31st - Final moving out day
Irina Bosworth, Owner

Irna’s

Moving to 3349 Valley Pike #800
Rt. 11, Winchester, next to Sunoco

Open Mon - Sat: 10:30 am - 5 pm

118 A East Main Street in Front Royal • (540)

222-3592

Headlamps
yellowed
and dingy?
Ricks Auto Care
can restore
them to bright
and clear for a
fraction of the
cost of new
Your Hometown Full Service Auto Repair And Tire Center
• Engine Diagnostics • Tune-Ups • Brakes • Shocks
headlamps.
• Suspension • Exhaust • Cooling System
Improve visability
Competitive Rates
BG Engine Services
Foreign & Domestic
Professional Service
Interstate Batteries
at night and
Brand Name Tires
2088 John Marshall Hwy., Front Royal, VA 22630 during inclement
weather for safer
winter driving
ricksautocare@embarqmail.com

540-636-4040
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Cakes, cookies and brownies
for all occasions. Call Tina
today to place your order!

540-635-5247

www.bakedtoperfection.com

Postal Business Center
122 W. 14th St. • Front Royal, VA

Located next door to
Melting Pot Pizza
Packing • Shipping • Moving boxes •
Mailbox rentals • Notary • FAX • Laminating
• Copies

540-635-7997
540-635-2186 (fax)

We’re Here To Serve
You With Many Business
Services!

THE APPLE HOUSE
OF LINDEN, VA
SINCE 1963

FRIDAY NIGHT BUFFETS ARE BACK! Call to add your email
to our list for menu updates! NEW Spring Vera Bradley has
arrived and the line is gorgeous! PINKS! GREENS! PURPLE!
MORE! Check out our continuing SALES!

who attends the commitment
hearing shall be excluded pursuant to an order of sequestration
of the witnesses; clarifies that the
prescreening report shall be admitted into evidence and made
part of the record of the case; and
extends the CCRE reporting requirement to close of business on
the next business day following
the hearing resulting in involuntary commitment. This bill has an
emergency clause.
(4) HB 2061 - Psychiatric Inpatient Treatment of Minors Act;
outpatient treatment; etc. Provides that a person who meets
the criteria for involuntary commitment under the Psychiatric
Inpatient Treatment of Minors
Act may be ordered to mandatory outpatient treatment if less
restrictive alternatives to involuntary inpatient treatment are
appropriate and are available and
the minor and his parents have
the capacity to understand the
stipulations of the minor’s treatment and to comply with such
outpatient treatment and that
they have agreed to abide by the
treatment plan. The bill also sets
forth how such mandatory outpatient treatment will be monitored
and how a minor’s noncompliance with such treatment will
be addressed. The bill also clarifies that the commitment criteria
for minors, and not the criteria
for adults, apply when the emergency admission of a minor is
sought under the procedures for
the emergency admission of an
adult set forth in Article 4 (§ 37.2808 et seq.) of Chapter 8 of Title
37.2. The bill also provides that
a minor who has been properly
detained by a juvenile and do-

mestic relations court may petition for voluntary admission and
treatment of mental illness. Currently, such detained minors may
not voluntarily seek admission.
The bill further requires that if a
minor is in a detention home or
shelter care facility when admitted to a mental health facility, the
director of the detention home
or shelter care facility or his designee shall provide, if available,
certain information relating to
the minor to the mental health
facility and to the juvenile and
domestic relations district court
for the jurisdiction in which the
facility is located if such court
is different than the court that
placed the minor in detention or
shelter care. The bill also clarifies
under what circumstances the
qualified evaluator who examined the minor must attend the
minor’s hearing and under what
circumstances the evaluator’s report is admissible.
(5) HB 2395 - Reporting of pressure sores. Requires nursing
homes, certified nursing facilities, and assisted living facilities
to report data on the occurrence
of pressure sores among patients
or residents.
(6) HB 2402 - Criminal law; identity theft; penalty; restitution;
victim assistance. Clarifies that
to obtain money, credit, or anything else of value by using without authorization or permission a
person’s identifying information
is prohibited under the identity
theft statutes.
As always, I thank you for the
opportunity to serve. During session, I can be reached at 1-804-

698-1018 or by emailing me at
delcathey@house.virginia.gov

Obenshain conducts survey
Asks constituents to share opinions online
Area Sen. Mark Obenshain
unveiled his 2009 legislative
survey, inviting constituents to
share their thoughts about the
most critical challenges facing
the Commonwealth this year.
Constituents can log on to www.
markobenshain.com to fill out
the survey, or may call (804) 6987526 to request that a copy be
sent to them by mail.
“As my colleagues and I seek
ways to balance the budget without sacrificing critical services, it
is important to hear from constituents about what matters
most to them,” said Obenshain.
“The responses I receive will help
me better represent the people of
the Twenty-Sixth District in the
General Assembly.”
The survey will remain online
at http://www.markobenshain.
com for the duration of the 2009
session of the Virginia General
Assembly.
Senator Mark Obenshain represents the Twenty-Sixth District

Okay, so you aren’t Shakespeare.
But your special someone would
still probably love getting a
valentine from you in Warren
County Report.
See Leanne Bryant, our resident cupidologist. She’ll
hook you up with a terrific valentine.
(And yes, she’ll even help you write it.)

540-636-6329

EXIT 13 OFF I-66• 7 Days a Week
APPLEHOUSECATERING@HOTMAIL.COM

Valentine hotline: 540-305-6347
lbryant@warrencountyreport.com
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in the Senate of Virginia. The
district includes the city of Harrisonburg and the counties of Warren , Shenandoah, Page, Rappahannock and part of Rockingham.

Advertise in our upcoming Valentine’s Day Pull-Out Section! Call Leanne Bryant at 540305-6347 • lbryant@warrencountyreport.com
chase two 15 passenger vans with
lifts to provide these services.
We invite any interested public
or private transit or para-transit
operator in the Warren County
area to comment on the proposed services by sending a written notice by February 1, 2009 to
DRPT-Public Transportation Division, P.O. Box 590, Richmond,
VA 23218-0590 and to Blue Ridge
Opportunities at 37 Water Street,
Front Royal, Virginia 22630.

Soccer Registration announced
Front Royal Soccer Association will hold registration for the
Spring 2009 season on the following days: Tuesdays Feb. 4th
and 11th from 5 pm to 7 pm and
on Saturdays Feb. 7th, 14th and
21st from 10 am to noon at the
Front Royal Soccer Association
Office at 216B East Main Street,
Front Royal, VA 540-635-2966

Blue Ridge Opportunities
seeks public input
Blue Ridge Opportunity Services, Inc. proposes to provide
transportation to individuals with
disabilities in the county of Warren and the Town of Front Royal
to and from vocational training,
group employment sites, and
other community integration and
socialization projects with in the
scope of services offered at Blue
Ridge Opportunities. Funds are
being requested from the Commonwealth of Virginia to pur-

Front Royal Pulls Together for
March for Babies
On Saturday, April 4, 2009, at
Lions Park’s Fantasyland Shelter,
residents will put aside whatever
cares they each may have to join
together in support of Warren
County’s babies by participating in March for Babies. “Helping babies be born healthy is
vital to the hope and future of
our community,” said Melanie
Hamel of Weichert, Realtors, and
2009 March for Babies Chair.
“One day, all babies will be born
healthy, but we’re going to have
to walk to get there.”
The most urgent infant health
problem in the U.S. today is premature birth. It affects more than

half a million babies each year,
with the number growing every
day. The March of Dimes issued a
Report Card on Premature Birth,
giving both the nation and Virginia a D. Babies born too soon
are more likely to die or have disabilities. The March of Dimes is
committed to reducing this toll
by funding research to find the
answers to premature birth and
providing comfort and information to families who are affected.
Participation in March for Babies will provide a memorable
and rewarding day for the whole
family. “In addition to the threemile walk, food, and fellowship,
March for Babies is an opportunity to teach children the value
of volunteering—how their gifts
of time, energy and money, no
matter the size, can have a big
impact when they’re part of supporting a worthy cause,” said
Mrs. Hamel. “And for families of
all sizes and ages, supporting the
cause of healthy babies is a perfect match!”
In 2009 national March for
Babies sponsors are Kmart, the
March of Dimes number one
corporate supporter, CIGNA,
Continental Airlines, Famous
Footwear, Farmers Insurance
Group of Companies, FedEx,
First Response, Liberty Tax Services, Mead Johnson Nutrition
and Ther-Rx. Front Royal March
for Babies is also sponsored, in
part, by Royal Broadcasting and
Warren Memorial Hospital.
To join in, visit marchforbabies.org, or call toll-free (866)

MOD BABY to sign up as an individual, to start a corporate, family
or friends team, or donate to help
babies be born healthy. Participants can also pick up sponsor
forms at Kmart.
The March of Dimes is the leading nonprofit organization for
pregnancy and baby health. With
chapters nationwide and its premier event, March for Babies,
the March of Dimes works to improve the health of babies by preventing birth defects, premature
birth and infant mortality. For
the latest resources and information, visit marchofdimes.com or
nacersano.org.

Wolf on violent video games
Rep. Frank Wolf has announced
that he is cosponsoring legislation
that requires all video games with
a rating of “Teen” (T) or higher be
sold with a health warning label
similar to what is on cigarettes
and alcohol.

The Video Game Health Labeling Act of 2009 (H.R. 231) would
create a new rule within the Consumer Product Safety Commission requiring that “Teen” and
“Mature” games have a warning
label that reads: “WARNING:
Excessive exposure to violent
video games and other violent
media has been linked to aggressive behavior.”
Wolf, who has been speaking
out about the violent nature of
video games like “Grand Theft
Auto,” “Killzone” and “Gears of
War” and their respective sequels for a number of years, said
parents need to have as much
information as possible about
the video games their children
are playing. Recent studies from
Pediatrics Journal, University of
Indiana, University of Missouri
and Michigan State University
all point to a neurological link
between playing violent video
games and aggressive behavior in
children and teenagers, he said.
“Just as we warn smokers of the
health consequences of tobacco,
we should warn parents – and
children -- about the growing scientific evidence demonstrating
a relationship between violent
video games and violent behavior,” Wolf said. “As a parent and
grandparent, I think it is important people know everything they
can about the extremely violent
nature of some of these games.”
editor@warrencountyreport.com

Italian Restaurant
“Authentic Italian Meals”

·
·
·
·
·
·

Pasta
· Pizza
Steaks
· Chicken
Veal
· Stromboli
Full Course Dinners
Beer, Wine & Cocktails
Take Out Available

A Great Taste from Italy to the Valley

Front Royal, VA

PART TIME
HELP WANTED

Call Ken for more information.

540-683-4226

Mon thru Thurs 11am - 10pm · Fri & Sat 11-11 · Sun Noon-10pm · Closed Tues

Bring this Ad in for 20% Off!
Dine-In Only • Excludes Alcohol

865 John Marshall Hwy · Rt 55E near 522 Intersection
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January, 2009 term
Terry Lynn Allen
The Warren County, VA Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges that:
On or about May 23, 2008, in the
County of Warren, Terry Lynn Allen, 48, of 129 Franklin St., Front
Royal, VA 22630, did unlawfully
and feloniously sell or distribute a
Schedule II controlled substance,
to-wit: Oxycodone.
Joseph Elwood Beaty, Jr.
The Warren County, VA Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges that:
COUNT ONE: On or about October 17, 2008, in the County of
Warren, Joseph Elwood Beaty, Jr.,
18, of 204 Lucky Way, Linden, VA
22642, did unlawfully and feloniously take, steal, and carry away

Ariel Dawn Berry

The Warren County, VA Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges that:

The Warren County, VA Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges that:

lowest rate while the other balance
continues to accrue higher interest.
Any payment amount over the minimum will be applied to the higher
interest balance.
• There will be no more arbitrary
middle-of-the-day cutoffs to accept
payments. If a payment is received by
5 p.m. on a given day, it’s considered
as being received that day.
• If there are to be changes to your
account, you must receive 45 days
notice.
• You must be given an adequate
amount of time (21 days) to receive
and pay your bill.
• There will be no more two-cycle
billing, where card companies have
gone back to ding you with interest on
the same amount a second time.
Suggestion: Use 2009 to get organized so that you’re never late on a
payment again. Make more than the
monthly minimum payments and get
the balances paid off as soon as possible. Don’t give the card companies
any reason to use their remaining
loopholes to raise your rates. There’s a
good chance that more people are
going to be denied credit, as the card
companies won’t be able to make as
much money with questionable practices.
David Uffington regrets that he cannot personally answer reader questions, but will incorporate them into
his column whenever possible. Write
to him in care of King Features Weekly
Service, P.O. Box 536475, Orlando,
FL 32853-6475, or send e-mail to
columnreply@gmail.com.
© 2009 King Features Synd., Inc.

Jose Luis Castillo

COUNT ONE: On or about September 23, 2008, in the County of
Warren, Jose Luis Castillo22, of
1700 Roberts St., #6, Winchester,
VA 22601, did unlawfully and feloniously, while being a member
of a “mob”, maliciously shoot or
wound one Marcus Alejandro
Ruiz Lopez, with the intent to
maim, disable, disfigure or kill
said Marcus Alejandro Ruiz Lopez.
COUNT TWO: On or about
September 23, 2008, in the County of Warren, Jose Luis Castillo,
did unlawfully and feloniously
use and display a firearm while
a committing or attempting to
commit a felony.

Parkside
Renovations
• Handyman
Services
• Drywall
• Painting
• Remodeling
• Decks
• Small Jobs
Donald B. Quarton

(540) 635-1943

Christopher Michael Greer
The Warren County, VA Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges that:
COUNT 1: On or about February
24, 2008, in the County of Warren, Christopher Michael Greer,
28, of 284 Wesley Lane, Stanley,
VA 22851, did unlawfully and
feloniously drive or operate a
motor vehicle while under the
influence of alcohol, or any other
self-administered intoxicant or
drug, such offense being the third
or subsequent offense committed
within a ten year period.
COUNT 2: On or about February 24,2008, in the County of
Warren, Christopher Michael
Greer did drive a motor vehicle
on a highway at a speed of twenty
miles per hour or more in excess
of the applicable maximum speed
limit where the applicable speed
limit is thirty miles per hour or
less, or at a speed of sixty miles
per hour or more where the applicable maximum speed limit is
thirty-five miles per hour, or at a
speed of twenty miles per hour or
more in excess of the applicable
maximum speed limits where the
applicable maximum speed limit
is forty miles per hour or more,
or in excess of eighty miles per
hour regardless of the applicable
maximum speed limit.
COUNT 3: On or about February
24, 2008, in the County of Warren, Christopher Michael Greer
having been arrested for a violation of §18.2-51.4, 18.2-266, or
18.2-266.1, or of a similar ordi-

King Features Weekly Service

Credit-card changes dictated by federal regulators were supposed to take
effect by the end of the year. They didn’t. The feds have now given creditcard companies (that weren’t too
pleased with the changes anyway) a
year and a half to get ready.
Here are some of the changes that
will take effect in the summer of 2010:
• If your interest rate goes up, the
card company will no longer be
allowed to impose that higher rate on
pre-exiting balances — unless a payment is more than 30 days late.
• When you open an account, your
interest rate will be disclosed to you,
and the card company will be required
to honor that unless your payments are
late.
• No more universal default. If your
credit score plunges due to not paying
a different debt, the card companies
can no longer raise your rate because
of your payment record to others.
• If you have both purchases and
cash withdrawals on your credit card
at different interest rates, the banks
will no longer be able to apply your
payment only to the balance with the

COUNT ONE: On or about November 12, 2008, in the County
of Warren, Ariel Dawn Berry,
18, of 1688 W. Commonwealth
Dr., Front Royal, VA 22630, did
unlawfully and feloniously conspire to rob C.I. of U.S. Currency,
by means of assault or otherwise
putting him in fear of serious
bodily harm.
COUNT TWO: On or about November 12, 2008, in the County
of Warren, Ariel Dawn Berry, did
unlawfully and feloniously, maliciously cause bodily injury to one
C.I., with the intent to maim, disable, disfigure or kill said C.I.

January 26-February 1, 2009

Credit-Card Changes
to Favor Consumers

the goods and chattels belonging
to Bradley and Cheryl Ecklund,
with a value of $200.00 or more.
COUNT TWO: On or about October 17, 2008, in the County of
Warren, Joseph Elwood Beaty, Jr.,
did unlawfully and feloniously,
break and enter a dwelling house
of Bradley and Cheryl Ecklund,
with the intent to commit larceny
therein.
COUNT THREE: On or about
October 17, 2008, in the County
of Warren, Joseph Elwood Beaty,
Jr., did unlawfully and feloniously
sell stolen property with an aggregate value in excess of $200.00
where he knew or had reason to
know said property was stolen.

nance, and having been advised
by the arresting officer of the
terms of the implied consent law
and the consequences of an unreasonable refusal to consent,
did unreasonably and unlawfully
refuse to permit a sample of his
blood or breath to be taken for
the purpose of testing to determine the alcohol or drug content
of ills blood having previously
been convicted of two violations
of 18.2-266 or 18.2-268.3 within
10 years prior to February 24,
2008.
Whitney Elizabeth Henry
The Warren County, VA Circuit Court Grand Jury charges
that: On or about November 12,
2008, in the County of Warren,
Whitney Elizabeth Henry, 18, of
117 W. 8th St., Front Royal, VA
22630, did unlawfully and feloniously conspire to rob C.I., of U.S.
currency, by assault or otherwise
putting him in fear of serious
bodily harm.
George Allen Huffman, Jr.
The Warren County, VA Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges that:
COUNT ONE: On or about October 26, 2008, in the County of
Warren, George Allen Huffman,
Jr., 23, of 275 Mulberry Rd., Front
Royal, VA 22630, did unlawfully
and feloniously take, steal, and
carry away the goods and chattels
belonging to Alex Amos, with a
value of $200.00 or more.

KIE LAW, PLC
Nancie Gallegos Kie

Former Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney for Warren County

Areas of Practice:

Criminal Defense • Personal Injury • DUI/Traffic Cases
Contested & Uncontested Divorces • Debt Collection
Overweight Citations • Wills
437 South Royal Avenue • Suite G • Front Royal, Virginia

540.622.2KIE (2543)
Call anytime. Walk-ins welcome. Free Consultations and Evening Appointments available.
Located in the Sam Snead Realty building.
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COUNT TWO: On or about October 26, 2008, in the County of
Warren, George Allen Huffman,
Jr., did unlawfully and feloniously
take, steal, and carry away the
goods and chattels belonging to
Kevin McMahon, with a value of

Advertise in our upcoming Valentine’s Day Pull-Out Section! Call Leanne Bryant at 540305-6347 • lbryant@warrencountyreport.com

$200.00 or more.
COUNT THREE: On or about
November 7, 2008, in the County
of Warren, George Allen Huffman, Jr., did unlawfully and feloniously take, steal, and carry away
the goods and chattels belonging

Employment
Small Govt Contracting firm looking for full time admin staffing. $8/
hr including full health benefits. Respond to:
http://www.ardentmc.com/careers/

and select job listings/ front royal/
administrative support.

PISTOL COURSES
			
			
			

• CONCEALED CARRY
• ADVANCED CONCEALED CARRY
• BEGINNERS

www.VirginiaPistol.com • 540-636-9476

to Larry Hinton, with a value of
$200.00 or more.
COUNT FOUR: On or about November 7, 2008, in the County of
Warren, George Allen Huffman,
Jr., did unlawfully and feloniously
take, steal, and carry away the
goods and chattels belonging to
Christopher Black.
COUNT FIVE: On or about November 10, 2008, in the County
of Warren, George Allen Huffman, Jr., did unlawfully and feloniously take, steal, and carry away
the goods and chattels belonging
to Mike Brown, with a value of
$200.00 or more.
Michael Eugene Kerns
The Warren County, VA Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges that:
COUNT 1: On or about November 21, 2008, in the County of
Warren, Michael Eugene Kerns,
31, of 107 Little River Dr., Winchester, VA 22601, did unlawfully
drive on a public highway a motor vehicle or self-propelled machinery while his license, permit,
or privilege to drive had been
suspended or revoked.
COUNT 2: On or about November 21,2008, in the County of
Warren, Michael Eugene Kerns
did unlawfully and feloniously,
knowingly and intentionally possess or transport any firearm after previously being convicted of
a violent felony.

Freddy Orlando Lazo-Torres
The Warren County, VA Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges that:
COUNT ONE: On or about September 23, 2008, in the County of
Warren, Freddy Orlando LazoTorres, 22, of unknown address,
did unlawfully and feloniously,
while being a member of a “mob”,
maliciously shoot or wound one
Marcus Alejandro Ruiz Lopez,
with the intent to maim, disable,
disfigure or kill said Marcus Alejandro Ruiz Lopez.
COUNT TWO: On or about September 23, 2008, in the County of
Warren, Freddy Orlando LazoTorres, did unlawfully and feloniously use and display a firearm
while a committing or attempting
to commit a felony.
Faith McHale
The Warren County, VA Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges that:
COUNT 1: On or about November 8, 2008, in the County of
Warren, Faith McHale, 36, of unknown address, being 18 years of
age or older, did unlawfully and
willfully contribute to, encourage, or cause any act, omission, or
condition which rendered K.M.,
a minor less than 18 years of age,
delinquent, in need of services, in
need of supervision, or abused or

neglected.
COUNT 2: On or about November 8, 2008, in the County
of Warren, Faith McHale, being
a parent of, guardian for, or person responsible for the care of
M.M., a child then under the age
of eighteen years, did unlawfully
and feloniously, by willful act or
omission or by a refusal to provide care necessary for the health
of said child, cause or permit the
life or health of such child to be
seriously injured.
COUNT 3: On or about November 8, 2008, in the County of Warren, Faith McHale being 18 years
of age or older, did unlawfully and
willfully contribute to, encourage, or cause any act, omission, or
condition which rendered M.M.,
a minor less than 18 years of age,
delinquent, in need of services, in
need of supervision, or abused or
neglected.
COUNT 4: On or about November 8, 2008, in the County of
Warren, Faith McHale while lawfully confined in jail or lawfully in
the custody of a court or officer
thereof or a law enforcement officer on a charge or conviction of
a felony, did unlawfully and feloniously escape without force or
violence or setting fire to the jail.
Kevin Leslie Neale
The Warren County, VA Circuit

About 20,000 people read this paper.
An ad this size costs just $164 in color or
$131 in black & white.
Is your business benefiting from the area’s
best advertising deal?
Let’s talk about it.
540-636-1014 • warrencountyreport.com

B&A
Cleaning
Service
Residential and
Commercial

683-6311
Great Rates
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Court Grand Jury charges that:
COUNT ONE: On or about April
18, 2002 through April 17, 2003,
in the County of Warren, Kevin
Leslie Neale, 34, of 1435 John
Marshall Highway, Front Royal,
VA 22630, did unlawfully and
feloniously carnally know, with-

ARIES (March 21 to April 19)
Taking some time out of your
usually busy social life could be
just what you need to help you
focus on putting those finishing
touches on your plans for a possible career change.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20)
A misunderstanding about a
colleague’s suggestions could
create a delay in moving on with
your proposal. But by week’s
end, all the confusing points
should finally be cleared up.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20)
You might feel overwhelmed by
all the tasks you suddenly have
to take care of. But just say the
magic word -- help! -- and you’ll
soon find others rushing to offer
much-needed assistance.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22)
Finishing a current project
ahead of schedule leaves you
free to deal with other upcoming situations, including a possible workplace change, as well as
a demanding personal matter.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) Turn
that fine-tuned feline sensitivity
radar up to high to help uncover
any facts that could influence a
decision you might be preparing to make. Devote the weekend to family activities.
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) A state of confusion is
soon cleared up with explanations from the responsible parties. Don’t waste time chastising
anyone. Instead, move forward
with your plans.
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) You might feel obligated
to help work out a dispute between family members. But this
is one of those times when you
should step aside and let them

out the use of force, L.R., a child
thirteen years of age or older but
under the age of fifteen.
COUNT TWO: On or about
April 18, 2002 through April 17,
2003, in the County of Warren,
Kevin Leslie Neale, did unlawfully and feloniously carnally know,
without the use of force, L.R., a

work out their problems on
their own.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Your ability to resolve an on-the-job problem
without leaving too many ruffled feathers earns you kudos
from co-workers. You also impress major decision-makers at
your workplace.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22
to December 21) Newly made
and
long-held
friendships
merge well, with possibly one
exception. Take time to listen
to the dissenter’s explanations.
You could learn something important.
CAPRICORN (December 22
to January 19) Be prepared to
be flexible about your current
travel plans. Although you don’t
have to take them, at least consider suggestions from the experts in the travel business.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) A problem with a recent financial transaction could
lead to more problems later on
unless you resolve it immediately. Get all the proof you need
to support your position.
PISCES (February 19 to March
20) Daydreaming makes it difficult to stay focused on what
you need to do. But reality sets
in by midweek, and you manage
to get everything done in time
for a relaxing weekend.
BORN THIS WEEK: Your ability to reach out to those in need
of spiritual comfort makes you a
much-revered, much-loved person in your community.
(c) 2009 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

child thirteen years of age or older but under the age of fifteen.
COUNT THREE: On or about
April 18, 2002 through April 17,
2003, in the County of Warren,
Kevin Leslie Neale, did unlawfully and feloniously carnally know,
without the use of force, L.R., a
child thirteen years of age or older but under the age of fifteen.
COUNT FOUR: On or about
April 18, 2002 through April 17,
2003, in the County of Warren,
Kevin Leslie Neale, did unlawfully and feloniously produce, or
make, sexually explicit visual material which utilized or had as a
subject, a person less than eighteen years of age.
COUNT FIVE: On or about April
18, 2002 through April 17, 2003,
in the County of Warren, Kevin
Leslie Neale, did unlawfully and
feloniously produce, or make,
sexually explicit visual material
which utilized or had as a subject,
a person less than eighteen years
of age.
COUNT SIX: On or about April
18, 2002 through April 17, 2003,
in the County of Warren, Kevin
Leslie Neale, did unlawfully and
feloniously produce, or make,
sexually explicit visual material
which utilized or had as a subject,
a person less than eighteen years
of age.
COUNT SEVEN: On or about
September I, 2004 through December 20, 2004, in the County
of Warren, Kevin Leslie Neale,
did unlawfully and feloniously
carnally know, without the use of
force, S.O., a child thirteen years
of age or older but under the age
of fifteen.
COUNT EIGHT: On or about
September I, 2004 through December 20, 2004, in the County of
Warren, Kevin Leslie Neale, did
unlawfully and feloniously produce, or make, sexually explicit
visual material which utilized or
had as a subject, a person less
than eighteen years of age.
COUNT NINE: On or about May
I, 2003 through April 30, 2004,
in the County of Warren, Kevin
Leslie Neale, did unlawfully and
feloniously produce, or make,
sexually explicit visual material
which utilized or had as a subject,
a person less than eighteen years
of age.
COUNT TEN: On or about May
1, 2003 through April 30, 2004,
in the County of Warren, Kevin
Leslie Neale, did unlawfully and
feloniously produce, or make,

sexually explicit visual material
which utilized or had as a subject,
a person less than eighteen years
of age.
William Gavin Oden
The Warren County, VA Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges that:
COUNT 1: On or about October
3,2007, in the County of Warren,
William Gavin Oden, 38, of 1321
Happy Creek Rd., Front Royal,
VA 22630, did knowingly possess
sexually explicit visual material
which utilizes or has as a subject,
a child of less than eighteen years
of age.
COUNT 2: On or about October
3, 2007, in the County of Warren,
William Gavin Oden did knowingly possess sexually explicit
visual material which utilizes or
has as a subject, a child ofless
than eighteen years of age.
COUNT 3: On or about October
3, 2007, in the County of Warren,
William Gavin Oden did knowingly possess’sexually explicit
visual material which utilizes or
has as a subject, a child of less
than eighteen years of age.
COUNT 4: On or about October
3, 2007, in the County of Warren,
William Gavin Oden did know-

ingly possess sexually explicit
visual material which utilizes or
has as a subject, a child of less
than eighteen years of age.
COUNT 5: On or about October
3, 2007, in the County of Warren,
William Gavin Oden did knowingly possess sexually explicit
visual material which utilizes or
has as a subject, a child of less
than eighteen years of age.
COUNT 6: On or about October
3, 2007, in the County of Warren,
William Gavin Oden did knowingly possess sexually explicit
visual material which utilizes or
has as a subject, a child of less
than eighteen years of age.
COUNT 7: On or about October
3, 2007, in the County of Warren,
William Gavin Oden did knowingly possess sexually explicit
visual material which utilizes or
has as a subject, a child of less
than eighteen years of age.
COUNT 8: On or about October
3, 2007, in the County of Warren,
William Gavin Oden did knowingly possess sexually explicit
visual material which utilizes or
has as a subject, a child of less
than eighteen years of age.
COUNT 9: On or about October
3, 2007, in the County of Warren,
William Gavin Oden did knowingly possess sexually explicit
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• Tractor-trailer
accidents
• Wrongful death cases
• Workers’
compensation
losses
Carl N. Lauer

Managing Attorney
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Indictments
visual material which utilizes or
has as a subject, a child of less
than eighteen years of age.
Carlos Gonzales Perez
The Warren County, VA Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges that:
COUNT ONE: On or about September 23, 2008, in the County of
Warren, Carlos Gonzales Perez,
23, of unknown address, did unlawfully and feloniously, while
being a member of a “mob”, maliciously shoot or wound one
Marcus Alejandro Ruiz Lopez,
with the intent to maim, disable,
disfigure or kill said Marcus Alejandro Ruiz Lopez.
COUNT TWO: On or about September 23, 2008, in the County of
Warren, Carlos Gonzales Perez,
did unlawfully and feloniously
use and display a firearm while
a committing or attempting to
commit a felony.
David Allen Ragan
The Warren County, VA Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges that:
On or about November 20, 2008,
in the County of Warren, David

Advertise in our upcoming Valentine’s Day Pull-Out Section! Call Leanne Bryant at 540305-6347 • lbryant@warrencountyreport.com

Allen Ragan, 39, of 85 Highland
Park Lane, Front Royal, VA 22630,
did unlawfully, feloniously, knowingly and intentionally possess a
firearm, after having previously
been convicted of a felony.
Michael Jabz Smith
The Warren County, VA Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges that:
On or about May 9, 2009, in the
County of Warren, Michael Jabz
Smith, 51, of 408 Hill St., #3, Front
Royal, VA 22630, did unlawfully
and feloniously sell or distribute a
Schedule II controlled substance,
to-wit: Cocaine.
Yvonne D. Stevenson
The Warren County, VA Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges that:

COUNT 2: On or about November 3, 2008, in the County of
Warren, Yvonne D. Stevenson did
unlawfully and feloniously obtain
or attempt to obtain any drug or
procure or attempt to procure
the administration of any controlled substance as defined in
the Drug Control Act through
fraud, deceit, misrepresentation,
embezzlement or subterfuge, or
by forgery or alteration of a prescription or written order for the
dispensing of a controlled substance, or through the concealment of a material fact, or by the
use of a false name or the giving
of a false address.

Charles Mickey Talbot
The Warren County, VA Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges that:
COUNT 1: On or about September 20, 2008, in the County of
Warren, Charles Mickey Talbot,
23, of 18 E. Prospect St., Front
Royal, VA 22630, did unlawfully, feloniously, and maliciously
stab, cut, wound or by any means
cause bodily injury to Anthony
Brady, Jr. with intent to main, disfigure, disable or kill, and thereby
caused the said victim to be severely injured and to suffer permanent and significant physical
impairment.
COUNT 2: On or about September 20, 2008, in the County of
Warren, Charles Mickey Talbot

TUESDAY ONLY

* Good on regular drycleaning items only. Not valid on laundered shirts, specialty items, household items, etc. Restrictions apply.
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Front Royal
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Christine Rebecca Whitsell
The Warren County, VA Circuit
Court Grand Jury charges that:
On or about September 30, 2008,
in the County of Warren, Christine Rebecca Whitsell, 54, of 120
E. 4th St., Front Royal, VA 22630,
did unlawfully and feloniously,
with the intention of converting
goods or merchandise to her own
use without having paid the full
purchase price thereof, willfully
conceal the goods or merchandise of K-Mart Store, having previously been convicted of larceny
or an offense deemed as larceny
two or more times.

Leatherwood, Duke Bare -- but there were also
names that could’ve been 1950s movie stars -- Tab
Boyd -- and even one with star power in ragtime
music: Scott Joplin drove the No. 53 and started
55th.
Based on their names, some drivers could’ve been
making their Formula One debuts (Stoyan Zutich)
or had their likeness on a pinup calendar (Ragina
June).
This was a race for purists, men and women will-

COUNT 1: On or about November 3, 2008, in the County of Warren, Yvonne D. Stevenson, 37, of
unknown address, did unlawfully
and feloniously buy, receive, or
aid in concealing stolen property, having a value of $200.00 or
more, and belonging to Walmart,
knowing that the property had
been stolen.

3 for 2 Winter Special
Bring in 3 pieces of Dry
Cleaning Get 1 FREE

did unlawfully and feloniously, in
the commission of a felony, stab
or wound Anthony Brady, Jr.

A Trip Back in Time to Rockingham
ROCKINGHAM, N.C. -- It wasn’t NASCAR, but
it looked like NASCAR back when major races
were run at North Carolina Motor Speedway.
Now it’s called Rockingham Speedway, and on
New Year’s Day the famed mile track hosted the
Polar Bear 150, a Street Stock race.
What the Street Stocks lost in speed to their
modern counterparts, they more than made up
for in close competition. Why? Because the track
was crowded with 67 starters that lined up three
abreast at the start.
The Indianapolis 500 is most noted for three-car
rows, but that’s the way the Southern 500 at Darlington began back in the early years.
Among the entries was a Dodge Charger that
looked very much like -- practically identical to -the No. 71 K&K Insurance cars of Harry Hyde and
Nord Krauskopf. Among those who drove the car
“back in the day” were Bobby Isaac (who won the
Grand National title in 1970, back before it was
known as Winston Cup), Dave Marcis and Buddy
Baker. Bobby East drove the No. 71 on New Year’s
at Rockingham.
Some of the names were recognizable -- Sprint
Cup crew chief Jimmy Elledge was in the race as a
driver -- but most were obscure.
There were classic stock car names -- Jason Leatherwood, Roscoe Thompson, Waylon Flynn, Wally

Teams get ready for the race on the
starting grid at Rockingham Speedway on New Year’s Day. (Monte Dutton photo)

ing to brave the elements at an almost forgotten
race track when they could’ve watched wall-towall football in the comfort of their own homes.
About 5,000 fans showed up to watch Chuck
Barnes of Louisville, Ky., win the Polar Bear 150.
***
Monte Dutton has covered motorsports for The
Gaston (N.C.) Gazette since 1993. He was named
writer of the year by the National Motorsports
Press Association in 2008. His blog NASCAR This
Week (http://nascar.rbma.com) features all of his
reporting on racing, roots music and life on the
road. You can e-mail Monte at nascar_thisweek@
yahoo.com.
(c) 2009 King Features Synd., Inc.
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“There is hereby imposed and levied by the Town on each person at the rate of (4%) on the amount paid
for meals purchased from any food establishment, whether prepared in such food establishment … or
not, and whether consumed on the premises or not.” (Bold typeface added by plaintiff ),” – Town code, Section 75-24

Corridor wars

Restaurants file suit over corridor meals tax fees
Meals tax singled out as ‘pass-through’ tax on customers
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Anticipated for over two
months, the lawsuit challenging inclusion of a Town of Front
Royal meals tax in “PILOT” fees
attached to commercial central
water and sewer bills in the Route
522 North Corridor was filed in
Warren County Circuit Court on
Friday, Jan. 9.
The three plaintiffs are the primary national chain restaurants,
Cracker Barrel, Applebee’s and
TGI Friday’s, located in either the
Riverton Commons or Crooked
Run Commercial Centers on both

sides of Route 340/522 just north
of the Interstate 66 Front Royal
interchange. The restaurants are
not challenging the Corridor
Agreement or PILOT fees in general, but rather have singled out
the one fee – the meals tax – that
is hitting them hardest in the
pocket.
The suit states inclusion of the
town meals tax component of the
PILOT fees has raised the restaurants’ monthly water and sewer
bills about 650 percent – from
“under $1,000 to nearly $7,300”
in one Applebee’s bill cited; from
“approximately $2,000 to nearly
$15,000” in a Cracker Barrel bill;
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and from “under $2,500 to over
$12,000” in a referenced TGI Friday bill.
In a mid-September press conference, town officials presented
an April 2008 Cracker Barrel water-sewer bill totaling $13,674.
Of that amount, $13,169 was in
PILOT fees, with $12,330 of that
total comprised of the meals tax
component.
Plaintiff problem
In September we asked Richmond lead attorney for the restaurants, William “Sandy” Rowe,
why his clients had signed contracts that appear to include the
town meals tax in the PILOT
(Payment In Lieu Of Taxes) fees
attached to town central water
bills. Those contracts read in
part:
“User shall pay to the Town a
water and sewer rate equal to the
charge to In-town commercial
users plus an amount equal to all
taxes and license fees the User
would pay to the Town if … (the
business) was located within the
Town limits.” Second on a list of
those taxes and fees are “meals
and lodging tax.”
Rowe responded that “a careful reading” of those service contracts reveal only agreement to
provide revenue and tax information to the town upon which
to base calculation of the various
taxes included in the PILOT fees.
He explained further that the restaurants believe the meals tax is
a pass through tax to customers,
rather than a tax on the business
itself. So while the restaurants
may have agreed to supply information that a meals tax could be
calculated from, Rowe contends
the restaurants have not agreed
to pay the meals tax component
of the fees.
Rowe categorizes a meals tax
with others not included in the
PILOT fees. In the suit such taxes
are listed as employee withholding, the county’s meals tax, and
state sales and use taxes – “None
of these are taxes the Plaintiffs
would pay to the Town if the Restaurants were located within the
Town,” the suit states. Rather the

restaurants contend they are taxes levied on and paid by the customers or employees of any given
business.
Town problem
“If the restaurants were located
within the Town, each would collect the Town’s Meals Tax from
its customers and would remit
the tax to the Town,” The suit
states.
The suit continues to cite the
town’s own codes, Section 75-24,

in upholding that argument.
“There is hereby imposed and
levied by the Town on each person at the rate of (4%) on the
amount paid for meals purchased from any food establishment, whether prepared in such
food establishment … or not, and
whether consumed on the premises or not,” the suit quotes from
the town code (Bold typeface
added by plaintiff ).
A closed meeting to discuss the
suit was added to the council’s
Jan. 12 agenda. Council is also
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Corridor wars
requesting an official letter of
support upholding a Resolution
of support a split Warren County
Board of Supervisors approved
last June. The supervisors approved the resolution of support
for the town in the fee dispute
by a 3-2 vote, with Traczyk and
Carter dissenting. At issue for
those two supervisors was not
the agreement or fees themselves,
but rather a clause promising “legal support” were the town to be
sued on the matter.

Purpose
The PILOT fees are designed
to protect the town’s interest in
not only covering the cost of providing central water and sewer
to businesses located outside its
limits, but also against potential
lost tax revenues should in-town
businesses suffer from the new
county-based competition enabled by the agreement entered
into by the town and county in
1998. The fees were also seen as
protecting in-town businesses by
providing a level playing field in

“User shall pay to the Town a water and sewer rate equal to the charge to In-town commercial users plus an
amount equal to all taxes and license fees the User would pay to the Town if … (the business) was located
within the Town limits.” Second on a list of those taxes and fees are “meals and lodging tax.” – from water
and sewer service contracts signed by 522 Corridor businesses
cost of operations for both in and
out of town businesses receiving
town central utilities. The corridor agreement was seen as a
compromise that helped avoid a
contested annexation of the corridor area the town would have
pursued to provide such central
utilities without the agreement.
Town Manager Michael Graham has pointed out the town
has budgeted in the anticipated
corridor fee revenues to support its current 2009 fiscal year
budget. Town Finance Director
Kim Gilkey-Breeden told coun-

cil on Jan. 5, the loss of the meals
tax component of the corridor
fees would cost the town about
$656,000 of total anticipated corridor revenues of $875,000 in the
current budget year.
The 1998 corridor agreement
was seen as a first of its kind in
Virginia and was upheld by the
state legislature and a special
three-judge panel that reviewed
its basic premise. While one small
food operation, now Bullets, tied
to the Quarles Truck Stop has
paid the meals tax component
of the fees since 2001, this is the

first legal challenge of that aspect
of the agreement.
The corridor’s national chain
restaurants have balked at, as
well as questioned the legality of
passing the meals tax portion of
PILOT fees on to customers on
their bills, as they would a tax.
And while they are also questioning the fairness of what would
amount to an 8 percent meals tax
passed on to customers, 4 percent
county tax and 4 percent town
“fee,” town officials have pointed
out that less than 30 miles away
those same chains pass on ser-

SASSY SALSA FAJITAS
Wrap a small portion of the shredded Salsa Brisket in a warm, flour tortilla and top
the fajita with shredded lettuce and cheddar cheese, or some of the Jicama Salad
below, and top with Pace’s Four Cheese
Salsa Con Queso.
SALSA JOES
Combine the shredded Salsa Brisket with
Pace’s Pico De Gallo. Pile the meat mixture on toasted hamburger buns, or in
pita bread.
Football Menu Scores a Touchdown
I love football, and the big game on Feb. 1
is the perfect time to gather together with
family and friends. I’m not at all surprised
by a survey where 72 percent of the participants remembered what they ate, but
couldn’t remember who won the game
the year before. According to the National Football League, Super Bowl Sunday
ranks second behind Thanksgiving as the
biggest day of food consumption. It’s also
the most popular “at home” party event of
the year, surpassing even New Year’s Eve.
I’ve discovered an easy way to feed a
houseful of hungry football fans. I use a
pre-cooked, smoked brisket and a goodquality, packaged salsa like the Pace
brands. From these two main ingredients,
I can create a smorgasbord of delicious
dishes on a budget. This super game-day
menu uses brisket in a variety of ways and
features a jicama salad with a spicy, salsa
dressing. The recipes are quick, easy and
guarantee that you’ll be free to enjoy the
party along with your guests.
SALSA BRISKET
Brush the pre-cooked brisket with 1 1/2
cups of Pace Triple Pepper Salsa. Follow
the baking directions on the brisket package. Allow the heated brisket to cool before slicing. Serve half of the sliced brisket
with a bowl of the Triple Pepper Salsa and
a basket of rolls. Shred the rest of the brisket, and use it in the recipes below.

SALSA BEEF SALAD
Combine the shredded Salsa Beef with
Pace’s Pico De Gallo. Pile the Salsa Beef
on top of pita or tortilla chips, top with
some of the Jicama Salad, and sprinkle
with Cheddar cheese.
SALSA QUESADILLAS
Pre-heat the oven to 425 F. Take 10 (6inch) flour tortillas and place them on a
large baking sheet that has been lightly
sprayed with oil. Heap several tablespoons
of the shredded Salsa Brisket in the center of each tortilla. Add 2 tablespoons of
Pace’s Four Cheese Salsa Con Queso and 3
tablespoons of shredded Cheddar cheese.
Fold the tortillas in half. Bake 10 minutes
until golden and crisp. Cut each quesadillas into thirds. Serve warm with a bowl of
Pace Salsa. Makes 30 appetizers.
SALSA STUFFED BAKED POTATOES
Bake the potatoes at the same time you’re
heating the pre-cooked brisket or microwave the baking potatoes until soft. After
baking, wrap the potatoes in aluminum
foil to keep warm. Serve the baked potatoes with individual bowls of Pace’s Four
Cheese Salsa Con Queso, broccoli, shredded cheese and the vegetables of your
choice as toppings. This is a great recipe
for your guests who are vegetarians. Nonvegetarians will also enjoy these baked
potatoes stuffed with the shredded Salsa
Brisket.

Photo courtesy of Pace Foods, www.pacefoods.com
JICAMA SALAD WITH SALSA VERDE
DRESSING
Jicama also is known as a Mexican Potato
or a Chinese Turnip and is high in vitamin
C. This salad is also delicious as a topping
for the Salsa Fajitas.
Dressing
1/2 cup Pace Salsa Verde
1/4 cup olive oil
1/3 cup lime juice
1 teaspoon Dijon mustard
1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon pepper
Salad
1 small jicama, about half a pound
4 radishes, thinly sliced
1 small purple onion, thinly sliced
5-6 small cherry tomatoes, quartered
1 ripe avocado, sliced
1 small cucumber, seeded and sliced into
quarter-inch slices

1 cup sweet white or yellow corn kernels,
cooked and chilled (or frozen)
1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon pepper
Slice and/or cube all the vegetables. Mix
together all dressing ingredients. Add to
vegetables. Toss to combine, refrigerate
for 30 minutes and serve chilled.
***
Angela Shelf Medearis is an award-winning children’s author, culinary historian
and the author of five cookbooks. Her latest cookbook, “The New African-American Kitchen,” is in bookstores now. She’s
known as The Kitchen Diva and is the executive producer and host of “The Kitchen
Diva!” television cooking show. Visit her
Web site at www.divapro.com.
(c) 2009 King Features Synd., Inc.
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“What has changed? – Nothing,” Hoover said of the decade since Tederick and Athey
voted for a corridor fee structure including the town meals tax.
vice taxes of about 11 percent, 6
percent of which is a Winchester
City meals tax, to their customers.
In defense of the town
At council’s Jan. 12 meeting,
county resident and retired federal employee Richard Hoover
defended the town’s stance on the
corridor fee issue. Hoover blasted both former county supervisor Matt Tederick and former
Front Royal town councilman
and mayor Clay Athey for what
he said were “efforts to weaken
the town’s fees structure on the
corridor.” Hoover said he found
himself in the odd position of defending the town on the corridor
agreement “against two people
who crafted it and embraced it”
when it was drafted in 1998. Both
Tederick and Athey were in their
respective local offices when the
corridor agreement was negotiated in 1998 and signed in early
1999.
“What has changed? – Nothing,” Hoover said of the decade

since Tederick and Athey voted
for a corridor fee structure including the town meals tax.
Hoover singled out Tederick
and his self-described grassroots
organization “Save Our Shopping Centers” for the brunt of his
criticism. He said Tederick had
“raised more conspiracies than
Robespierre and all the old French
revolutionaries put together” in
criticizing the town government
for its stance on maintaining
the meals tax component of the
PILOT fees in the face of litigation from the national restaurant
chains.
Hoover cited Vice Mayor Bret
Hrbek’s assessment that Tederick
seemed to be “throwing as much
mud as he could” at the town
government over the fee dispute.
Hoover derided Tederick’s apparent refusal to release a membership list of his grassroots
organization, citing that membership’s positions in the community and “fear of retribution.”
“Nonsense,” Hoover said of that
rationale.
Hoover also cited Cracker Bar-

rel as a $1.6 billion corporation
attempting to shift its contracted
financial burden onto the backs
of the citizens of Front Royal.
“They want to call the shots
in Front Royal,” Hoover said of
Cracker Barrel and the other national corporate plaintiffs suing
the town.
Athey now is legal counsel
for the two shopping centers,
Crooked Run and Riverton Commons, in which the corridor chain
restaurants are located. He alerted local government to the potential of litigation over the meals
tax component of the PILOT fees
last May. However, Athey points
out he has no legal relationship
to the plaintiffs in the lawsuit and
has contended his clients, the
shopping center owners, were
simply trying to head off hostile
litigation between their major
restaurant tenants and local government.
Commercial expansion?
Tederick has blasted both the
town and county over corridor

Corridor wars
business issues, the town for the
aforementioned fee dispute; and
the county over last year’s failure to approve the rezoning that
would allow the Crooked Run
Center to expand west along I-66
into Phase Two of its planned development.
Coincidentally, that Commercial (from Agricultural) rezoning request for Phase Two of the
Crooked Run Center was scheduled for a second public hearing
on Jan. 20. The rezoning application was recently re-filed after
the legally required one year wait
following board denial.
Wearing his Crooked Run
Center attorney’s cap, Athey has
pointed out the second phase expansion of the Crooked Run Center has always been a part of its
development plan. His client believes that expansion and a promised access road running from the
fully-developed shopping center
parallel to US 340/522 north is
crucial to the long-term economic viability of the Crooked
Run Center. Athey admits it unlikely there would be immedi-

ate movement on development
of the Phase Two Crooked Run
project in the current economic
climate. However, he adds that
the promised opportunity of that
expansion when the market turns
is viewed as a key developmental
component to both existing and
potential business clients of the
shopping center.
This argument is expected to
be reiterated at the Jan. 20 Warren County Board of Supervisors
meeting when a public hearing is
scheduled on the Crooked Run
rezoning request (see related story).
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Sometimes the truly rewarding things in life are free.
Like our River Rewards Program. It’s completely free to join. And it’s
fast and easy.
Just visit our web site www.theriver953online.com and check it out.
River Rewards is a points-based program a lot
like credit card points or airline miles. Except, of
course, you don’t have to pay anything to join or
accumulate River Rewards!
You can earn points for listening to the station,
taking surveys, answering on-line trivia, playing
our slot machine and even earn points just for
entering our sweepstakes for some great prizes.
So visit us online and take just a moment to sign
up for River Rewards. We’ll see you there!
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Corridor wars

Town officials refused to comment on the nature of the ruling being sought … However, as this reporter
told WZRV/WFTR News Director Mario Retrosi during an appearance on the Jan. 20th edition of the
News at Noon, that judgment is not likely to be on the fundamental point of whether the meals tax itself is
a tax on the involved businesses or those businesses’ customers.

Town authorizes response to corridor suit
Outside counsel Carter Glass brought in to aid town legal staff

With much at stake - about 3/4’s of the town’s anticipated corridor fee revenues - Vice Mayor Bret Hrbek
reads Jan. 19 Special Meeting motion authorizing the
town to secure outside legal assistance in the corridor fee suit as Mayor Eugene Tewalt listens.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
At a Special Meeting of Jan.
19 it took the Front Royal Town
Council less than seven minutes
to approve a motion authorizing
Town Attorney Tom Robinett to
file an initial response to the law-

suit filed Jan. 9 by three North
Corridor restaurants (see related
story).
Council unanimously approved
Shae Parker’s motion authorizing
Robinett to file for a Declaratory
Judgment in the suit on the town’s
behalf. Council also rejected an
amendment offered by Council-

Our Pets
I’m reading the book “Marley & Me: Life
and Love With the World’s Worst Dog,”
which has been made into a movie. I’m 19
pages into the book by John Grogan, and I
already know I’m hooked. I expect that I’ll
be in stitches as well as need a good supply of Kleenex for the remainder.
The book has me thinking about how
important our pets are in our lives -- that
they do become family members: One day
we love them, the next day we can’t stand
them, and then we love them all over
again, bad behavior and all.

man Tom Sayre seeking to limit
the town attorney’s authority to
seek a settlement without out an
official vote of approval by the
full council. Sayre found no support for his amendment, which
was defeated by a 5-1 vote.
Tom Conkey spoke for the
majority on Sayre’s amendment
when he observed such a limitation could “tie the town attorney’s
hands” as he attempted to reach a
successful resolution of the case,
either in or out of court.
Following the votes on Parker
and Sayre’s motions, council
adjourned to a closed session,
which lasted about half an hour.
When it came back to the public
meeting, council unanimously
approved a motion read by Vice
Mayor Bret Hrbek to retain outside legal assistance in defending
the town against the lawsuit challenging the legality of inclusion
of the town’s four percent meals
tax as part of the fees charged to
corridor commercial businesses
for town central water and sewer service. That outside counsel
is Carter Glass. With the stakes
high, an estimated $600,000 of
anticipated initial annual corridor fee revenues of $800,000, the

I remember a couple of dogs I had as a
kid -- I remember them in the way you remember a distant relative. They’re in my
mind’s photo album, but names and interactions are a bit foggy. It’s the animals
we’ve had since our children came along
that stand out in my mind.
My main requirement for pet ownership in our family is that the animal has
to love my kids. It doesn’t have to have a
good bloodline or know tricks. It doesn’t
even have to like me that much. It only
has to see my children and love them unconditionally, whether they’re noisy and
grumpy or affectionate and happy (that’s
really the same requirement I have for
family and friends, too -- they must love
my kids unconditionally).
The first animal we owned was a dog
named Lucky. My husband wanted a hunting dog, so he invested in a breed known to
be good hunters. Lucky not only flunked
her pet obedience school (she had several
accidents on the trainer’s floor), but when
she went off to hunting school, the trainer
called and said, “You really need to pick

town has sought the aid of the
one of the state’s most respected
attorneys on certain areas of municipal and business law.
Eyebrows were raised by some
opponents of the town’s fight to
keep the meals tax component in
its corridor fee structure when it
was discovered Glass met with
council in closed session about
a year ago when the corridor fee
dispute with the northside restaurants began to surface. One
of Glass’s areas of expertise is annexation and litigation surrounding contested annexations. However, following the Jan. 19 votes,
Mayor Eugene Tewalt assured
this reporter that Glass’s role will
have nothing to do with annexation of any portion of the northside corridor.
Questioned later about the nature of the Declaratory Judgment
the town will seek in the case,
Robinett explained it is a request
a judge rule on the legality of a
particular aspect of law related to
the suit.
“As in the Shae Parker case,
when the judge ruled Parker had
been legally seated by council,”
Robinett said to illustrate his
point.

up your dog. She’s never going to be a
hunter; she’s a family dog.”
God had heard my children’s prayers at
night, “Please Lord, send us a family dog.”
Lucky was loved on, sat on and pulled
on by our son and daughter. She followed
both kids around the backyard like a
shadow. When the school bus arrived in
front of our house each afternoon, Lucky
was posted by the fence waiting for our
daughter to get off the bus. She was a very
good dog who had eight beautiful puppies.
We kept one, Blondie, who, like her
mother, who later died, was a pal to my
kids. I remember looking out into the
backyard often and seeing them all piled
in the hammock. Blondie thought she was
human. She wandered off though a few
years ago, and we haven’t seen her since. I
still have dreams about her, and each time
I see a dog that resembles her, I always
take a second look.
After Blondie left we adopted a pound
puppy, Ginger, to have as a friend for our
kids and for our Grandpa’s dog, Barney.

Town officials refused to comment on the nature of the ruling
being sought.
However, as this reporter told
WZRV/WFTR News Director
Mario Retrosi during an appearance on the Jan. 20th edition of
the News at Noon, that judgment is not likely to be on the
fundamental point of whether
the meals tax itself is a tax on
the involved businesses or those
businesses’ customers. As stated
elsewhere in this edition, that appears to be the diciest part of the
case for the town. Rather, the Declaratory Judgment would more
likely involve another aspect of
the case in which the town’s position is stronger.
From conversations with town
officials since Warren County
Report broke this story in May,
an educated guess would be the
judgment would seek a court ruling on the legality of the plaintiff ’s
ability to pass the town corridor
fees, particularly the meals tax
component, on to their customers on their bills as they would a
tax.
No dates have yet been set to
hear motions in the suit filed in
Warren County Circuit Court.

Barney was a big black lab, a senior citizen
in dog years, who was hard of hearing, as
well as a heavy breather and drooler. He
so much wanted to be in the middle of
everything; he was a puppy at heart. We
tried to make him a housedog once, but
marking his territory by peeing on the leg
of my dining-room table and on a cabinet
in the entryway put an end to that. He
died of old age.
Ginger has grown into quite a spoiled
dog. Our son and daughter let the 60pound dog sleep on the foot of their beds
(don’t tell Ginger I gave away her weight;
she thinks she’s a toy poodle).
And we’ve had a couple of spoiled cats
over the years, too. Cheesecake, our current cat, is meowing at the window as I
write. He wants in -- through the window.
But that’s another column.
Write to Taprina Milburn in care of King
Features Weekly Service, P.O. Box 536475,
Orlando, FL 32853-6475.
(c) 2009 King Features Synd., Inc.
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“I never felt this was not the proper future use of this land.” – Richard Traczyk

Retail expansion

Supervisors vote to allow Crooked Run expansion

?

Will clothing king Kohl’s lead corridor economic resurgence in 2012?

By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
On a day when most Americans
agree their nation took a dramatic turn – even if they can’t agree

on the advisability of that turn
– residents of Warren County debated the future direction of their
corner of that nation.
In the words of both citizens
and elected officials at a public

hearing on a request to rezone
86 acres of Agriculturally-zoned
land to facilitate the expansion
of the Target anchored 35-acre
Crooked Run Center, what was at
issue was how much is the soul of

a community worth, and where
does that soul really lie?
At stake 70 miles to our east
may have been the fate of the
history of the world. At stake at
the Warren County Government
Center the evening of Jan. 20,
2009, was commercial expansion in the Route 522 North Industrial Corridor and what such
expansion means. Following the
board’s 3-2 vote rejecting North
River Supervisor Glenn White’s
motion to deny the rezoning,
South River Supervisor Linda
Glavis told the board, “We have
given away the county.”
Approximately one year ago
Shenandoah District Supervisor Richard Traczyk sided with
White and Glavis in denying the
Crooked Run rezoning application. At that time Traczyk said
he felt it was too soon for the
county to authorize additional
commercial development before
existing or approved but yet to
be built northside corridor businesses were given a chance to
establish themselves. One year
later and with a proffer that the
developer would not apply for
any occupancy permits on the rezoned land before April 1, 2012,
Traczyk changed his swing vote.
In explaining that change, Trac-

zyk cited the time lapse involved,
the changing economic climate,
and altered and expanded proffers that promise the county nearly a million dollars. Included in
those proffers are up to $750,000
in matching funds for VDOT
road improvements to the area;
up to $150,000 for recreation,
including $50,000 for Fishnet
ballfields and up to $100,000 for
the county skatepark; as well as
contributions to the North Warren Fire Department based on

WINTER BLOWOUT SALE!!
Get a FREE SPARE
with any Holmes or
Cargomate Trailer
purchased until 1-31-09

Take $250.00 off any
Quality equipment
trailer, in-stock
trailers only
Plus an additional 100.00
off any 2008 model still in
stock or maybe your trailer
needs maintenance?

We pack the bearings
in your trailer!
SINGLE AXLE: $40.00
TWO AXLE: $80.00

any parts needed are extra, 3500# axles only

Former Front Royal Mayor and Town Councilman
Stan Brooks asks the county supervisors to carefully
consider northside commercial expansion proposals
- “You only get once chance [to get it right],” Brooks
told the board. Brooks was critical of traffic and topography issues related to the Crooked Run proposal.

A glum crew - from left, Crooked Run Center developer Tom Mercuro, attorney Clay Athey and Development Manager Ed Murphy absorb criticism of their
proposal and motives prior to reversal of fortunes
from last year’s failed effort to aquire expansion rezoning.

Call us we will hitch you up!!
214 Commerce Ave.
Front Royal, VA

540.635.8201
www.crimstrailer.com
info@crimstrailer.com
Sale ends 1-31-09
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Retail expansion

“People come here and pay sales taxes and keep our property taxes down. – What’s wrong
with that?” – Tony Carter

Oww, that hurts! - Glenn White faces specter of defeat of his motion to deny the
Crooked Run rezoning request as his one board ally, Linda Glavis listens along
wiht Board Clerk Janice Dearaway.
commercial floor space square
footage; and a potential elementary school site should Warren
Memorial Hospital not act on
its 10 year purchase option on a
portion of the property. Crooked
Run attorney Clay Athey noted
the hospital was five years into
that option and was believed to
now have “other plans” for its expansion and relocation.
“I never felt this was not the
proper future use of this land,”
Traczyk said. He observed that
the recent Chapter 11 bankruptcy filing of the Blue Ridge
Shadows development, including
its new Holiday Inn, indicated
his instincts about the 2008 timing being too soon were correct.
He added that he had repeatedly
been told as much by many of his
constituents.
However, with the state and
nation now in a full-blown recession and fears the economy
could deteriorate into a depression in coming years, Traczyk
said now was the time to position
the county for commercial expansion when the economy does
turn around.
“I looked at the county’s financial
needs long term and short, and I
noted the public’s overwhelming
support for this proposal both
in the past and present. And
most importantly I looked at [the
Crooked Run developer’s] past
performance and their ability to
deliver the goods … And with the

prospects of a large property tax
increase to satisfy county financial needs in coming years I am
compelled, compelled to support
this [application] at this time,”
Traczyk said.
While Richard Hoover derided
the proposal as “the fiddling of
special interests” out to make a
buck at the expense of altering
the rural nature of the county
against the will of the community, one of the project’s most vocal
supporters, Matt Tederick, questioned who did not have a special
interest in asserting their relative

positions.
“I appreciate Mr. Hoover and
Mr. Weddle – they are consistent – and that is a rare quality,”
Tederick said of the first two of
six speakers against the project
at the public hearing (four spoke
in favor). Tederick acknowledged
Hoover’s aversion to “imported
special interest groups.” But then
Tederick questioned pointedly
whether or not a retired DC federal bureaucrat, as he characterized Hoover, or “someone with a
200 or 300-acre [northside] farm,”
with a nod to the retired Weddle,

weren’t, in fact, conveying special
interests of their own?
In stating his continued support
of the rezoning, Happy Creek Supervisor Tony Carter contradicted those who asserted the project
was unnecessary and in the interest of a few, rather than the community as a whole.
“I think this is required,” Carter
stated, citing the potential of additional jobs and an increased
commercial tax base.
“People come here and pay
sales taxes and keep our property
taxes down. – What’s wrong with
that?” Carter asked, glancing toward White and Glavis.
White said he only opposed rezoning the land before the county’s Comprehensive Plan was altered to describe the acreage in
question as for future commercial
use, rather than its current Agricultural designation. White and
Glavis, who both campaigned on
anti-development platforms in
2006, stated that failure to strict
adherence to the existing Comp
Plan regardless of any anticipated
changes set the county up to be
sold out to any future development request that contradicted
the county’s Comprehensive
Development Plan. White suggested putting approval on hold
until the planning commission
next reviewed and recommended
changes to the Comprehensive
Plan.

Carter responded by asking
White if his point was that the
board should take its lead from
the planning commission –
“Didn’t the planning commission
send this to us with a recommendation of approval when it first
came before them [in 2007]?”
Carter asked.
County Administrator Doug
Stanley informed the board the
planning commission had forwarded the original rezoning proposal with a 3-1 recommendation
of approval, Krum dissenting and
Bower abstaining due to his job
with Warren Memorial Hospital.
When White responded, “That’s
not the point,” grumbling was
heard from supporters of the
proposal in the crowd.
After the 3-2 vote defeating
White’s original motion to deny
the rezoning, Traczyk made the
motion to approve the request
with Carter’s second. Told by
County Attorney Blair Mitchell
they should restate the reasons
for support of the new motion,
Traczyk said, “I stand by my original statement.”
“So do I,” White said with a
smile despite the specter of imminent defeat facing him.
Traczyk’s motion of approval
of the request passed along the
same 3-2 lines White’s original
motion was defeated by.
rogerb@warrencountyreport.com

205 East Main Street Front Royal 540-635-5297

Open Monday through Saturday at 11AM
Serving Lunch, Dinner and Live Entertainment

No need to brown bag it…

Warm up

ON THE ROAD AGAIN AUTO SALES & FINANCE

www.ontheroadagain1.com • 540-636-3112

USE YOUR TAX RETURN TO PUT YOURSELF
INTO A QUALITY CAR, TRUCK, VAN or SUV!
•
•
•
•

DOWN PAYMENTS STARTING AS LOW AS $500.00!!
NO CREDIT CHECK!! & THE OPPORTUNITY TO
ESTABLISH or RE-ESTABLISH CREDIT!!
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VEHICLES THAT COME WITH A 3Month/3000
Mile POWER TRAIN WARRANTY

Owners Dirk & Cindy Essert WANT TO GET YOU ON THE ROAD AGAIN!
SERVING FRONT ROYAL & THE SURROUNDING AREAS FOR 10+ YEARS!

with our homemade soups
Daily Lunch Specials served fast
at a price you can afford
Front Royal’s
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Live Music SCHEDULE
Friday 1/23: No Drama Band
Saturday 1/24: Mark Clay
Tuesday 1/27: Luke Johnson
Wednesday 1/28: John Landes
Thursday 1/29: Ralph Fortune

Friday 1/30: Ricky J Band
Saturday 1/31: Dry Mill Road
Monday 2/2: Dave Elliott
Tuesday 2/3: Hank & Friends
Friday 2/6: Shortness of Breath

FREE WIRELESS!
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The mayor indicated the town would likely continue with its suggested monthly rotation (the meetings
are monthly) – “If you (the county) come on a six-month basis it’s okay with us, it won’t effect us.” – Front
Royal Mayor Eugene Tewalt on liaison appointees

Town-County

I’m picking up good vibrations – liaison starts smoothly

But ‘who’s on second’ in rotating wildcard membership?

Together again - town and county resume liaison
committee meetings on Jan. 15.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
It was all “peace, love and understanding,” to quote an old Elvis Costello musical refrain, at the
first Front Royal-Warren County
Liaison Committee meeting in
about two years. Not that I was
disappointed – but the challenge
of accurately portraying the type

of knock down/drag outs, sniping and headhunting that have
characterized so much of towncounty relations in recent years
can help keep the professional
journalistic juices flowing.
But greeted by comments like
“no big deal” and “no problem
with that” on the agenda topics
discussed on Jan. 15 alerted at
least one reporter present to the

The last small (.84 acre) lot available fronting the
west side of route 522/340 in the master planned
commercial district of North Warren County, 1/4
mile north of Country Club Rd. and the shopping
centers anchored by Wal-Mart, Target, and Lowes.
Town water already on site. Build now or rent out
the 3BR, 1BA house and develop later. Listed at
$650K, this property won’t last long.

Call Chris Turner at (540) 305-4958

potential challenge of having to
explain the realization of higher
consciousness and commonality of cause in town-county relations – (that’s okay, we’ll see how
that goes as the alphabet rotation
proceeds through “H, S, X, Y and
Zed”). And after all, the initial
topics resulting in all the good
vibrations were only procedural
matters on how liaison will proceed in coming months.
First, was the nature of administrative staff reports to the other
municipality, if any – “no dancing girls and all that” was the
lighthearted comment of Councilman Tom Conkey – or hostile
grilling by the recipients of those
reports was the consensus; and
second, whether liaison locations
will rotate on a monthly, three or
six-month basis – the aforementioned “no problem with that”
comment made by Front Royal
Mayor Eugene Tewalt seemed to
indicate agreement a long-term
rotation would provide more stability for the board clerks recording and preparing for the meetings.
There even appeared to be tolerance of differences in how the
respective bodies may choose
their liaison representatives. Tony
Carter, the county’s first rotating
member, has suggested those appointments also be for lengthier
terms, six or three months were
the terms broached. Tewalt responded that the town wasn’t
interested in dictating how the
county selected its liaison membership. The mayor indicated the
town would likely continue with
its suggested monthly rotation
(the meetings are monthly) – “If
you come on a six-month basis
it’s okay with us, it won’t effect
us,” Tewalt said.
Conkey, the town’s first rotating
member, acknowledged Carter’s
point that some issues may linger
through several months’ worth of
liaison meetings. However, Conkey observed that the continuity
of representation through those
discussions would be provided
by the ongoing representation of
the mayor, board chairman and
the town manager and county
administrator.

Conkey added that the rotating memberships would also facilitate the two elected board’s
members getting to know each
other and break up any perceived
“soapbox” for members from either side with specific agendas to
push. Carter responded by stating his belief the “soapbox” issue
that helped derail liaison in 2007
had been largely a result of nonliaison members sitting in and/or
going public to the press with
their particular agendas. Carter
also observed that if the county
appointed its other member for
six months it would give that appointee the opportunity to become acquainted with all council
members were they to continue
to rotate on a monthly basis.
Of course with a four-person
county board, minus the chairman, and a six-person council
plus the mayor, the dual rotations
would match up different second
members over the course of one
year’s 12 meetings.
Agendas
Even the topic that appears
to present the biggest potential
hindrance to substantial liaison
discussion hardly created a ripple

of tension. That item is required
approval of all submitted agenda
items by both bodies.
The mayor said council wanted
to keep liaison agendas confined
to substantial matters – “We
don’t want petty items, nickel and
dime, we only want things with
meat on them.”
“I don’t see any real problem
with that,” Board Chairman Archie Fox responded.
However Carter, who had one
smaller item – discussion of the
joint town-county McKay Springs
purchase – deleted from the Jan.
15 agenda by his own board, cited the importance of information
review for newer members of
both boards.
Conkey agreed, citing his private sector business experience.
He acknowledged the importance of both “information sharing” and “information processing” and noted the difference in
amount of time given to each. Info
sharing, also referred to as status
reports, require little time and
cover ground like Carter’s suggested McKay Springs purchase.
Information processing covers
Tewalt’s referenced “things with
meat” will take more time for discussion. Tewalt agreed info shar-

Del. Clifford L. “Clay” Athey, Jr.
18th District House of Delegates
Serving Fauquier, Frederick, and Warren County

Stacey & I thank you for the opportunity to serve.
If I can be of any help, please contact me at (540) 635-7917,
			
in Richmond at: (804) 698-1018,
			
by E-Mail at: DelCAthey@house.state.va.us,
			
or by mail at:
PO Box 406, Room 510
						
Richmond, VA 23218
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Town-County
ing could have a place at liaison
as long as the timeframe devoted
to it did not hinder the meatier
discussion of items of substance.
Tewalt also questioned the time
impact of submitted items being
stricken by the other body. Fox replied that shouldn’t be a problem
– “If you strike it, it is off. There’s
no need for additional discussion,” Fox said of any timeframe
questions the town had about resubmitting those agendas.
It should be noted council
struck two items submitted by
the county for the first liaison
agenda. One was a reciprocal
agreement on rezoning application fees (for additional staff time
to study); the other the town’s
$10 per night contribution to
the county for prisoner costs estimated at $45-$47 per night at
the county jail on inmates incarcerated on town code violations
(it was determined by town staff
the town isn’t legally bound to
compensate the county for any of
those costs).
A third county-submitted
item, town compensation to the

sheriff ’s office for washing town
police cars, was removed at the
county’s request. Both items involving his department were suggested by Sheriff McEathron. The
latter item, requesting a look at
reduced water fees from the town
for the car washing, was removed
after the county staff acknowledged reduced water rates from
the town in other areas, which are
seen as reciprocal in nature, if not
directly related to the topic raised
by the sheriff. Among those are a
waived double connection fee
and water rate to Skyline High
School outside the town limits.
Council also rejected one item
co-sponsored by two of its own,
Parker and Holloway, for the first
liaison meeting. While that item
may have been the “meatiest”
suggested for liaison, it may have
been that “meat” that led to its
exclusion. By a 4-2 vote, Parker
and Holloway dissenting, council
rejected raising the issue of the
1998 Route 522 Corridor Agreement for liaison discussion of
whether further review was appropriate.

HOLLYWOOD ... Everybody seems
to be “getting into the act” of naming
the 10 best. Could be movies, actors,
actresses, songs, etc. Now the American Film Institute has announced
its choice of the 10 Best Movies of
2008. They are “The Curious Case of
Benjamin Button,” “The Dark Knight,”
“Frost/Nixon,” “Frozen River,” “Gran
Torino,” “Iron Man,” “Milk,” “Wall-E,”
“Wendy and Lucy” and “The Wrestler.” If any of you care to get into the
act, send your choices. We’ll print
them.
I was saddened to learn of the
death of Margaret Truman. I loved
her books -- mostly mysteries taking
place in Washington, D.C. Always
attention-keeping, interesting and
enlightening. I’m told she also was a
loving wife, great friend, good mother
and caring grandmother.
Dustin Hoffman has been making
the rounds, talking about his latest
outing and career. And what a body
of work this man has had. “The Graduate,” “Midnight Cowboy,” “Kramer
vs. Kramer,” “Tootsie,” “Rain Man,”
“Lenny” and on and on. He’s 71 and
still going strong. Hoffman grew up in
L.A. His mother was a jazz pianist,

and his father was a set decorator.
He is happily married and has two
children -- a daughter, Rebecca, and
a son, Max. And it is our devout hope
we’ll keep getting more and more
Dustin in more pictures.
Some of you definitely remember
when the frizzier a femme’s hair, the
better. Then, all of a sudden, everything went straight: Long hair, usually parted in the middle, and actually
ironed straight. Jennifer Anniston’s
locks were like that at the “Marley
and Me” premiere. So were Barbra
Streisand’s when she was honored
by the Kennedy Center. The only one
I haven’t seen like that is Julia, but I
haven’t seen her lately.
Aside to William W. of Washington, D.C. You want to know all about
Heather Graham. Well, here’s what
I know. She was born in Milwaukee
on Jan. 29, 1970. She was raised in
a devout Catholic family that wanted
her to become a nun. However,
Heather didn’t want that calling. She
had a yearlong romance with actor
James Woods, who was twice her
age. When she broke up with him,
she had a fling with Ed Burns. Her
original job was as an usher at the
Hollywood Bowl. She says about herself: “I see myself as this nerdy geek
that people find attractive.” And William, obviously you do.
And to Kenneth L. Of Baton Rouge,

9816 Winchester Road • Front Royal

The town’s vocal opponents of
that topic, primarily Hrbek and
Conkey, pointed to the pending,
now filed, litigation over corridor
fees brought by three national
chain restaurants located in the
522 commercial corridor (see related story). With a tight 3-2 June
vote the county board approved a
resolution of support for the town
in any litigation filed on the issue,
Hrbek and Conkey questioned
the wisdom of opening another
“can of worms” that could lead to
the county backing off its support
of the town to any degree.
However, Parker pointed out
that the corridor agreement is
10 years old and questioned the
wisdom of ignoring a potential
review of the document at a crucial juncture for the town. Holloway added that the corridor “can
of worms” was already open. The
two first-term councilmen questioned whether avoidance, rather
than discussion between the two
municipal principals that crafted
the agreement a decade earlier
was the best course of action at
this time.

Stressed Out? Energize your life this Winter at Dominion
Health and Fitness • Membership as low as $7.50 week!
Free Child Care! Free Orientation!
Fitness for the entire family!

(540) 636-2820
Mountain Mystic
Trading Company

Offering a wide variety of sterling silver and gemstone jewelry, chimes, rock and mineral specimens, books, cards, journals, relaxing and meditative music, tapestries,
candles, incense, fragrance and essentials oils, stickers, antique jade carvings, and
so many more one of a kind items!

215-B South Street • Front Royal • 635-6318

Open everyday from 10-6, except Sunday from 12-5 and closed on Wednesdays

La.: Yes, Clark Gable did win an Oscar. But not for Rhett Butler in “Gone
With the Wind.” He was awarded
the little man for “It Happened One
Night.”
* BITS ‘N’ PIECES: At a 1982
press conference, Joan Collins wore
a dress made from all the newspaper stories written about her. ... Kirk
Douglas used to change into his pajamas as a hint to guests who stayed
too long. ... And Mae West wore 10inch heels. ... Most of us are aware
of the first femme Academy Award
winner, but what about the second?
It was Mary Pickford for “Coquette” in
1929. ... And re the Academy Awards,
already hair and makeup artists are
readying their scissors and brushes.
... Hopefully ‘09 is going well for all of
you.
(c) 2009 King Features Synd., Inc.

• ACT NOW FHA RATES AS LOW AS 5% for qualified borrowers
• If you recently purchased a home with an FHA Loan at 6% or higher, call
now for info. on our fast, easy, streamlined process.

Find out your monthly savings potential!

Contact Raymond or Christi Heflin
Va. License #MB-1823

• Purchase Loans to 100%
• FHA and VA Loans
• No Money Down Programs
• Refinance

Please call (540) 635-0404
Or visit us at 505 S. Royal Ave. • Front Royal, VA
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It was pointed out that confidentiality on topics at municipal closed meetings is a courtesy, not a legal requirement of its membership. However, since the EDA is a third party it was stated that such a legally binding agreement probably could be required of councilmen and supervisors attending closed EDA sessions.

Town-County

Liaison reacts to late EDA feedback on autonomy
Board appointments, funding formula changes under consideration
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
With two board seats on the
Front Royal-Warren County Economic Development Authority
expiring on Feb. 12, the only nonprocedural topic of the Jan. 15
town-county liaison committee
meeting took on added importance.
That topic was the EDA – it’s
makeup, funding and response to
a six-month-old town generated
resolution attempting to seize
control of the bulk of EDA assets,
along with increased control of
EDA decision-making authority.
Town Manager Michael Graham pointed out the town had
just received the official EDA response to the resolution on Jan.

12 and had not yet had time to
place it on an agenda to review
collectively. While council may
not have officially reviewed the
response yet, Councilman Tom
Conkey had seen enough to understand it. As to the pivotal
point of control of nearly $2 million in EDA cash assets and any
subsequent profits from land
sales not legally committed to related costs, Conkey observed to
the liaison committee, “It’s a nice
way to say no.”
“In large part the EDA’s success
has been assisted by the level of
fiscal ability the EDA holds. We
would encourage the continuation of the EDA’s present path of
paring down debt and keeping
funds in reserve for future projects,” the EDA board said politely

in its official response to the town
resolution.
In a spring 2008 initiative propelled forward by now Vice Mayor Bret Hrbek and then Councilman Stan Brooks, a council
majority, current Mayor Gene
Tewalt dissenting, instructed the
EDA to return the requested assets. However, that “instruction”
was softened to a “request” when
the town’s legal department discovered state law granted EDA’s
financial autonomy from their
founding municipal bodies unless
otherwise stated in founding or
subsequent documentation. The
reason most often stated for such
EDA autonomy is to separate the
long-term function of economic
development from shifting political moods and agendas.
EDA Board split

Mountain Fence
We Install Fences Year Round!

Call today
for a FREE
estimate in
Northern
VA or
Shenandoah
Valley

• Wood
• Vinyl
• Aluminum
• Chain Link

Call: 540-635-9981 or
703-606-5327

As for the EDA Board membership, the EDA deferred to the
town and county governments
that make those appointments.
The EDA response only suggested both municipalities “carefully
consider the background and expertise of the subsequent EDA
Board appointees to ensure a
mix of experiences that will benefit the citizens of the Town and
County.”
On that topic, Supervisor Tony
Carter asked if the town planned
to limit its EDA appointees to
town residents or would broaden
its selection criteria to a county
resident with business interests
or ties to the town. It did not appear the town had made a final
decision on that question. However, there has been a recent initiative to limit other town board
appointments, starting with the
Board of Architectural Review, to
town residents. First-term Councilmen Parker and Holloway have
been the driving force behind
that initiative despite similar stated concerns on limiting the availability of qualified applicants.
Carter suggested that the town
and county explore bringing
someone with a north industrial corridor perspective aboard
should either of the seats coming
up for appointment be vacated.
Current EDA Board Chairman

Patty Wines and retired DuPont
official John LaBarca’s seats are
those that expire on Feb. 12.
While Wines is expected to apply
for reappointment, there is some
speculation LaBarca may not.
While both Wines and LaBarca
are county appointees, Wines also
has a business office in town.
County Board Chairman Archie
Fox also commented that while
the previous council had actively
sought additional town representation on the EDA board, which
would be tied to additional town
funding, there appeared to be a
possible change of opinion on
the council seated on July 1. The
county and town currently split
their portions of EDA funding
on a 72-28 percent split. The suggested change in the EDA board
membership from two to three
town appointments would likely
lead the county to request a 5545 percent funding split with the
town.
Mayor Eugene Tewalt commented it appeared the current
council majority “could go either
way” on the EDA board makeup-funding issue. Town Manager Michael Graham added that
while the previous council “had
come together” on the changing
the EDA board from five county
appointees and two from the
town to a 4-3 county/town split
in the June resolution – “I guess
we have the right to change our
mind.”
With the vacancies coming
up Feb. 12 and the next liaison
scheduled for the third Thursday
of February it remains unclear
how the county will deal with the
vacancies when they occur.

Confidentiality
The town resolution also requested that any member of the
town or county elected boards
attending EDA board meetings
be allowed to attend EDA closed
sessions. The EDA responded
that could be accommodated
providing those municipal members sign a confidentiality agreement on any information heard
at those closed meetings.
It was pointed out that confidentiality on topics at municipal
closed meetings is a courtesy,
not a legal requirement of its
membership. However, since the
EDA is a third party it was stated
that such a legally binding confidentiality agreement probably
could be required of councilmen
and supervisors attending closed
EDA sessions.
The necessity of such confidentiality in the EDA’s case was
cited due to the bulk of material relating to land purchases or
sales and business negotiations.
A loose-lipped elected town or
county official privy to closed
EDA business strategies could be
positioned to sabotage EDA deals
they opposed by dropping closed
meeting information to the press,
public or involved parties.
On deck
Should both the town and
county elect to continue with one
rotating member, next up would
be Chris Holloway for the town
and Linda Glavis for the county
– batters up.
rogerb@warrencountyreport.com

Loving, local Christian
couple seeks private
adoption of infant.
W ill provide for all
legal expenses. Call
us toll free and let’s
talk some more.
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We are designed to move and exert effort every day, not just on Tuesday and Thursday’s.
Unfortunately, our technology and lifestyle is designed to let our muscles take an extended holiday.

Health & fitness

Perfectly Imperfect

Show some love!
Order your ad for the
February Valentine’s
Day pull-out section!

Call
Leanne
Bryant
540-305-6347

lbryant@warrencountyreport.com
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Gold’s Gym hosts 12 Week Fitness Challenge
Gold’s Gym, Front Royal in the Royal Plaza shopping center, is
hosting a 12 week Fitness Challenge. Registration for the Challenge, available to members only, ends January 31, 2009 states Casey
A. Cope, General Manager of Gold’s Gym, Front Royal. While the
program runs 12 weeks, it is designed to harness the energy and
motivation found at the New Year and converts it to an independently driven force of habit that will last a lifetime. The top 10% of
participants that make the most significant total body transformations will be recognized. All participants will be invited to attend
and be honored at a special Awards reception to be held in May at
the gym to announce the winners.
Prizes include free annual memberships, massages and makeovers donated by local business sponsors.
Benefits to participants include 3 meetings with a staff Personal
Trainer and attendance to 4 Workshops geared towards goal setting and obstacles to success, cardio and strength training, optimizing nutrition for success and beyond 12 weeks, be a winner for life
presented by Viviane Knight, Personal Training Director and staff
nutritional counselor.
Golds Gym, the authority in fitness since 1965, operates 650 franchises world wide. The Front Royal location offers over 75 pieces
of cardio, state of the art strength equipment, world class personal
trainers, over 25 group exercise classes, women’s private gym, cardio cinema, tanning, saunas, and a supervised Kidz Club. In addition, membership includes travel benefits to other clubs throughout the world.
For more information about Gold’s Gym and the 12 week Challenge, contact Cope at (540) 636-3400 or visit us at www. goldsgym.
com/frontroyalva.
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With over 20 years in the fitness
industry, Viviane Knight, is a Certified Personal Trainer and Nutrition Consultant at Gold’s Gym
Front Royal. She can be reached
at 540-660-4501 or by e-mail:
VCKnightCPT@gmail.com
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• Exercise is NOT optional. We
are designed to move and exert
effort every day, not just on Tuesday and Thursday’s. Unfortunately, our technology and lifestyle is
designed to let our muscles take
an extended holiday. If the majority of your day is sedentary, you
must also exercise daily. Think
you have a physically demanding
job? Does a machine or gadget do
the work? Air gun, paint sprayer,
‘Roomba’ auto-vacuum cleaner,
SE Johnson Automatic Shower
Cleaner? Get moving daily and
wake up your muscles. As a plus,
you’ll keep your mind active as
well.

There are more of course, but
I’ll save them for another time.
Let these tips guide you with setting your resolutions. Remember also, that the body is always
changing, so your goals should
as well. My sincerest wishes for
health, happiness, family, friendship and fitness in the coming
year to you. 2009 is your year to

Travel
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• Health and wellness is NOT a
numbers game. If you know me,
you know I really like data – gathering it, charting it and analyzing
it. It’s the scientist in me. People
will often judge their happiness
based on their numbers. They’re
happy if they lose a pound or a percent in a given week; They’re sad
if they don’t. Although the data
gives us a good idea of whether
we are following the right path, it
isn’t the only indicator of success.
You’re also doing this to improve
your mood, longevity/quality of
life, how much energy you have
for your loved ones, etc. The low
body fat stuff is nice side effect.
Keep this in perspective.

• All calories are NOT created
equal. This has to do with quality of food. A 100 calorie Nabisco
cookie snack pack and Diet soda is
not equivalent to a 4 ounce serving of lean protein and tall glass of
water. Good nutrition supportive
of your goals is a must. Rationalizing that you’ll work off that bag of

chips by adding another 30 minutes to your next workout is not
only unlikely, but it also sets off
a cascade of physiological events
that is hard to overturn and reset
back to normal. Choose your indulgences wisely and sporadically
and keep the portions small.

lt

The new year and new resolutions are right around the corner.
In my 20+ years as a fitness professional I’ve heard them all and
yes, I’m guilty as charged of also
setting unattainable, outrageous
goals myself. It is one of the best
traits of the human condition, to
set lofty goals and expectations,
but in my experience they must
absolutely be tempered with factual and physiological science.
However, despite all that we
know, human metabolism can be
vastly unpredictable and ornery.
Reality is, we are perfectly imperfect.
Didn’t want to hear that? Me
neither. But once we accept it,
the road of health and wellness is
far less bumpy. Here’s some of my
favorite tips to keep perspective
and keep healthy.

• Progress will NOT come
weekly. Allow me to back pedal
slightly, weekly progress often
does come initially once you’re
consistent, however, it won’t
stay that way, nor does it always
happen for all. The body simply
doesn’t functional in linear fashion. Progress often happens in
leaps and bounds. You may lose
3 lbs the first 3 weeks, then nothing. Then, 3 weeks later lose another pound. Don’t give up on
superior health habits because
you didn’t lose some body fat last
week or even last month. Keep
this in perspective.
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By Viviane C. Knight
Warren County Report

Softball

If so, the Front Royal Travel 10U Girls Softball Team
would like to invite you to try-outs on February 8th, 2009.
We are looking for girls who are 9 or 10 years old as of
December 31, 2008. If you are interested and would like
more information please contact:
Margie Sims 636-9233
Julie Vaught 636-1004
CJ Campbell 635-4055

WARREN COUNTY BABE RUTH LEAGUE
(For players 13-18 living in Front Royal or Warren County)
P. O. Box 1181
Front Royal 22630

Registration Dates for 2009 Season
Players born before May 1, 1996 and on or after January 1, 1990 are eligible

Saturday, January 31, 2009				
Saturday, February 7, 2009				
Saturday, February 14, 2009				

9-12 am
9-12 am
9-12 am

Registration Fee: $85.00 for first player
			
$140.00 for two or more players in one family
Sign-Up Location: Front Royal Volunteer Fire Department Hall
			
Commerce Street, Front Royal
Bring original or certified copy of birth certificate(s). It (they) will be returned
before you leave registration area.
Call Maya Harpster, 540-622-0203, if you’d like additional information
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Crime

Gardner testified that she visited Drysdale at his Chester Street home on Dec. 15 and that
it soon became apparent to her that Palmer was “pretty intoxicated.”

Not my fault – judge doesn’t buy it
Man convicted of assault of former House of Hope director
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

On Jan. 20, a former resident of
The House of Hope was convicted of misdemeanor assault of the
woman who was the driving force
behind establishing the men’s
homeless shelter now situated on
Warren Avenue in Front Royal.
Gregory Lee Palmer, who has
been incarcerated since his arrest
the day after the incident, was
given a 30-day suspended sentence and a $500 fine, with $400
suspended, on the simple assault
conviction. A felony charge of
grand larceny stemming from the
same incident was nul prossed
by Assistant Commonwealth’s
Attorney Nick Manthos. Palmer,
51, was also ordered to seek an
anger management evaluation at
Northwestern Community Services within 30 days of his release
from jail.
As a result of the Dec. 15 incident and criminal cases pending
from it, House of Hope Director
Leslie Gardner recently resigned
her position as the shelter’s director. Gardner says she plans to
maintain contact with the shelter
through volunteer work and denied any pressure to resign from
the shelter board of directors in
the wake of an incident involving
Palmer at the Chester Street cottage home where he worked caring for an invalided man.
“I resigned so I could say what
I wanted to here without it reflecting my personal views back
on The House of Hope,” Gardner

explained as she awaited Palmer’s
trial outside Warren County General District Court the afternoon
of Jan. 20. Gardner expressed confidence in the leadership of the
shelter’s board of directors now
headed by Siggi Hepp-Dax. She
said $4,000 had been raised since
the offer of a matching funding
donation of up to $10,000 made
by an anonymous donor in December. Gardner said she might
try to focus her volunteer attention on the 14-bed Safe Haven
house recently acquired adjacent
to the House of Hope where the
organization’s first contact with
men in the midst of substance
abuse crises is made.
Prior to the trial Gardner
seemed more focused on whether Palmer was receiving adequate
representation from his court appointed attorney than on assuring the defendant’s conviction.
“A man’s life is at stake here,”
Gardner said of Palmer’s legal
predicament stemming from her
visit to the residence of David
Drysdale, who testimony indicated has lost his mobility as the
result of a brain tumor. Gardner
said Palmer had been a House
of Hope resident from January
to June of 2008 and that he had
acquired work aiding Drysdale in
his living situation through the
state.
Gardner testified that she visited Drysdale at his Chester
Street home on Dec. 15 and that
it soon became apparent to her
that Palmer was “pretty intoxicated.” She said over the course of

about a half hour Palmer became
very argumentative over money.
Eventually Palmer grabbed her
glasses, cell phone and keys. She
retreated to her van, which was
parked outside the Chester Street
residence. After Palmer followed
her to the van she asked if she
could come back in out of the
cold. While inside both she and
Drysdale asked Palmer to return
her possessions to her, Gardner
testified. She said Palmer reacted
by throwing her keys at her.
When she returned to her van
to leave, Palmer followed her and
a scuffle took place during which
she said Palmer pulled her hair
and drug her from the driver’s
seat to the passenger seat and
wrestled her keys away. She returned to the residence and was
able to call 911 with Drysdale’s
phone after locking herself in the
bathroom, she testified.
Palmer returned and forced his
way into the bathroom and began
wrestling Drysdale’s phone from
her, she said. However, when
Palmer realized she had been
connected to the 911 operator, he
relinquished the phone and left
the residence, Gardner said.
Questioned on direct examination by Manthos, responding
FRPD Officer Brian D. Miller
said he was told “exactly” the
same story by Gardner at the
scene. Miller described Gardner
as “clear spoken and calm” at the
scene. However, when he could
not find Palmer and cold not
verify her story due to a lack of
marks on her body he advised her
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to seek her own warrant from the
magistrate.
For the defense
Despite Gardner’s expressed
concerns over the quality of Palmer’s legal representation, once the
misdemeanor trial began defense
attorney Michael Fleming and his
client went full bore in attempting to shift blame for the incident
onto Gardner.
In cross-examination of Gardner, Fleming focused on a difference in her original statement to
authorities and her testimony.
However in the end, Judge W.
Dale Houff said he saw little difference between Gardner’s original version of Palmer’s statement
to her – “I’m going to kill you”
– and her testimony on the stand
that Palmer said, “I will kill you.”
Fleming also elicited an admission from Gardner that she had
consumed two beers while visiting the men prior to the incident.
Asked if it was possible Palmer
had taken her keys to keep her
from driving because she had
been drinking, Gardner said,
“Yes, but it’s not logical.”
She later explained she lives
within a block of the Drysdale
cottage and that if Palmer had
been concerned about her driving he simply could have walked
her home, rather than taken her
keys, glasses and phone.
On the stand in his own defense
Palmer was unrepentant.
“I don’t feel I need to apologize,
I’m right,” Palmer told Manthos
under cross-examination.
On direct examination Palmer,
who admitted to being a convicted felon, said Drysdale had
first become upset at Gardner
“because she owed us money.”
Palmer also accused Gardner of
having consumed at least four
beers, including two at her home
earlier that day.
“Things got heated. She was under the influence and that’s why I
took her keys,” Palmer testified.
In his defense summation,
Fleming pointed out Palmer had
been arrested at Gardner’s residence “without incident” the following day. However, Gardner

later explained she had called the
police on Dec. 16 after swearing the warrants out after seeing
Palmer’s van parked in front of
her home. “I wasn’t there, he let
himself in. They didn’t say that,”
Gardner asserted following the
trial. She also said she only swore
the warrants out the next to day
after Palmer refused to return
her glasses and phone to her.
In rendering his guilty verdict,
Houff pointed out it had been
Palmer who fled the scene after
realizing the police were on the
way. He also noted that the responding officer observed nothing in Gardner’s behavior to indicate she was intoxicated.
“Maybe Mr. Palmer thought he
was trying to protect the public,”
Houff observed somewhat skeptically, “However, there is little
doubt he exceeded his authority
on contact with another person.”
In seeking the prosecution’s
disposition on sentencing, Manthos told the court Gardner did
not want Palmer to face any additional jail time. Earlier, Gardner
had explained that she had found
her missing possessions under
the passenger seat of her van,
where Palmer told her he had put
them when she visited him in jail
following his arrest. That led to
the prosecution’s dropping of the
grand larceny charge.
Despite the attempts to discredit her during the trial, Gardner was philosophical afterward.
“Greg has been sober, as I understand, for years and years and
years at a time. He had, and operated his own business in Fairfax.
And this is not to sound overdramatic, but to know what a nice
guy he is, it’s distressing. It’s up to
him – but I tried.”
Show some love!
Order your ad for the
February Valentine’s
Day pull-out section!

Call
Leanne
Bryant
540-305-6347

lbryant@warrencountyreport.com
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Striker conclusion

“I think everyone’s thought was to get this behind us. It was obviously an unfortunate
situation. And it was resolved, not in the least part by the prosecutor, in the best interest
of Mrs. Striker.” –Cathy Sue Striker’s attorney Michael V. Greenan

Over at last – plea deal nets Mrs. Striker 30 days suspended
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

On Jan. 13 a plea agreement was
reached in Warren County Circuit Court that appears to have
ended the legal skirmishes over
a July domestic dispute involving
a retired Front Royal Police officer, his wife and their 29-year-old
son.
On that day Cathy Sue Striker
plead guilty to a reduced charge
of simple assault of her husband,
James Douglas “JD” Striker.
“Simple assault” is a Class One
misdemeanor. Mrs. Striker was
sentenced to 30 days in jail with
all 30 days suspended. Mrs.
Striker will also serve one year of
unsupervised probation and was
ordered to complete a one-hour
class on the effects of domestic
violence on children. She will
also pay $247 in court costs.
Mrs. Striker was initially
charged with felony attempted
malicious wounding of her husband. She faced possible sentences ranging from 12 months
in jail to 10 years in prison on the

original charge. The maximum
sentence on a Class One misdemeanor is 12 months in jail and a
$2,500 fine, her attorney pointed
out.
Mrs. Striker’s attorney, Michael
V. Greenan of Front Royal, said
the charge against his client was
essentially the result of a misunderstanding during what had
primarily been an argument between Mrs. Striker and her 29year-old son Brian.
“After her son hung up she
tossed some silverware on the
floor of the kitchen and then
picked up a knife set before going
into the room where her husband
was. She had no intent to harm
her husband. If he took the precaution of lifting a piece of cloth
up because it was kitchen knives,
not spoons in her hand, it was
simply because he didn’t know
her state of mind after the blow up
on the phone. I think everyone’s
thought was to get this behind us.
It was obviously an unfortunate
situation. And it was resolved,
not in the least part by the prosecutor, in the best interest of Mrs.

New Beginnings Community Greetings
“Introducing Your Business to
New Homeowners in our Community”

***

Striker.” Greenan pointed out that
“30 days suspended” is about the
most minimal sentence that can
be expected on any misdemeanor
conviction these days.
Glenn R. Williamson of the
Frederick County Commonwealth’s Attorney’s Office was appointed special prosecutor in the
Strikers’ cases due to JD Striker’s
long relationship with the Warren
County prosecutor’s office during
his law enforcement career here.
Earlier pleas

On Dec. 8, JD Striker, who retired from FRPD in October
2006 after a 25-year career on the
force, pled guilty to a single misdemeanor charge of reckless use
of a firearm. He served a 30-day
sentence under house arrest on
that conviction and paid a $200
fine. Striker’s house arrest was
completed on Jan. 13. Two other
misdemeanor charges of brandishing a firearm were dropped
as part of the December plea
agreement stemming from the
July 15 domestic incident at the
Strikers’ home in a rural portion
of southern Warren County.
Striker said he had fired a .25
caliber pistol out a second floor
window to get his son’s attention
to stop pounding on the windshield of the van Brian found his
mother locked in when he arrived
at the scene with his girlfriend
Mary Brennan. Brian said he be-

lieved his mother had expressed
suicidal threats at the time. However, he later admitted his father
was not aware of that fact and
did not understand why he was
pounding on the van. Brian said
the situation had been frightening and confusing at the time but
that he later realized his father
had not meant to harm him when
the gun was fired. In a December
interview Brian noted he had attempted to acquire legal counsel
for his father after his arrest and
expressed continued love for both
his parents.
While the original charges
against JD Striker were filed the
day of the incident, the felony
charge against Mrs. Striker was
not filed until the grand jury indictments on Oct. 10, the same
day new indictments against her
husband were filed after he appealed a Warren County Juvenile
and Domestic Relations Court
conviction. At that time Striker
said he appealed that conviction, which was also part of a plea
agreement, after receiving a sentence of 30 days in jail from Judge
Ronald Napier. Striker pointed
out he had no previous criminal
record and with his court experiences over 25 years in law enforcement had not anticipated
anything other than a suspended
sentence on the initial plea deal.
At the time Williamson pointed
out there are no guarantees in
plea agreements and final dispo-
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sition is at the discretion of the
judge.
Awaiting the grand jury’s indictment on term day, Oct. 10,
JD and Cathy Sue Striker appeared together in court, along
with Striker’s brother Jack. Cathy
Sue Striker was visibly upset that
day and was comforted by her
husband as they awaited the new
indictments.
rogerb@warrencountyreport.com

Betta Fish Didn’t
Have to Die
DEAR PAW’S CORNER: I’m
writing regarding the column about
the children who didn’t take care of
their pet fish. It seems to me that the
consequence of failing to take care
of the Betta fish was that the fish
died. Teaching the kids to be
responsible is a wonderful thing;
the parent was not being responsible.
I didn’t see the original letter, but
apparently the fish wasn’t being
fed. The mother should’ve put it in
her routine to accompany the kids
daily to their pet-care chores and
verify they were being accomplished. If the kids didn’t want to do
those chores, she could’ve given the
fish away. And if she was unable to
fit overseeing the pet care into her
schedule, she should have never
gotten the fish in the first place.
I’m not accusing the mother of
intentional animal cruelty, but definitely of being irresponsible. How
can she teach responsibility when
she wasn’t responsible herself? In
the long run, if neglect is the cause
of the fish’s death, she, not the children, is responsible.
On the positive side, she is correct
to not allow the kids to have another
pet. Good for her on that count. —
Beth
DEAR BETH: That’s a sensible
answer, Beth, and thanks. I got quite a
few letters on this issue, many fairly
hysterical. While I don’t condone the
death of a pet due to neglect, I’m also
quite sure the mother felt badly about
what happened. If she didn’t, she
wouldn’t have asked me for advice on
getting another pet.
That leaves one remaining question
for my readers: How can her children
prove to her that they are ready for
another pet?
Send your tips, questions and comments to Paw’s Corner, c/o King Features Weekly Service, P.O. Box 536475,
Orlando, FL 32853-6475, or e-mail
them to pawscorner@hotmail.com.
© 2009 King Features Synd., Inc.
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“It’s fun. You meet people. You make friends, kill some time and acquire a skill because
even if you aren’t experienced, as you go, you get better. And it costs you nothing to sit
down and learn the game.” – Louie Rodinos on Texas Hold ‘em phenomena

Entertainment

You got to know when to hold them, know when to fold …
Victoria’s-Union Hall Bar & Grill offers path to poker immortality (& TV)
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
You’ve seen them on TV, from movie
stars to steely-eyed professional card
players to moonlighting white-collar
professionals and computer geeks who
only come out of their rooms during the
new moon – eyeballing each other with
the two face down cards in front of them
as they maneuver through five “river”
cards toward the final table and the million dollar pots and multi-million dollar
winnings, celebrity, Vegas high rolling,
chorus girls, the JACKPOT!!! – It’s Texas
Hold ‘em, folks and it’s hot, Hot HOT!!!
And now right here in River City you
can maneuver your way toward that
dream of instant – well almost instant
– fortune and your 15 minutes of fame
at the Vegas tables where the latest and
greatest annual super-sporting event is
held. NO, NO, not Tampa Bay and the
Super Bowl (who cares) – it’s Vegas,
baby and The World Series of Poker!
Victoria’s/Union Hall Bar & Grill manager Louie Rodinos has teamed up with

Thomas Hughes, a Winchester Regional
rep of Stars and Bars Poker Series ( www.
snbpoker.com ) to host Texas Hold ‘em
tables five nights a week (Sunday-Thursday) on the second floor of the Union
Hall Bar & Grill. Games start at 7 p.m.
and 10 p.m. There is also a Friday night
game at the new Front Royal Breaktime
Billiards, Hughes adds.
Tut, tut, tut – settle down all you
sweaty ABC agents and “no horseplay
here in River City” town fathers. This is
strictly legal – if ESPN carries it, it must
be legit. In fact Hughes and Rodinos explain that no money changes hands. In
fact (and this was my favorite part), it
doesn’t even cost anything to enter. Just
show up, sit down, get your $4,000 in
chips, put on your poker face and show
us what you got – or rather try to bluff
us into thinking you ain’t got what you
got; or is it you got more than you got? I
guess it’ll work either way.
But no money, you may be wondering
– what’s the point?
Well, that is the point, points that is, as
well as nightly prizes like gift certificates
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Entertainment
and apparel.
Hughes explains that players
can sit in to tables as often as they
choose to accumulate points that
qualify you to move beyond your
host venue to quarterly regional
competitions with a seat at the
annual SNB Poker Championship
at stake. Win their annual championship held every May or June
and SNB Poker will put up the
$10,000 entry fee for your seat at
The World Series of Poker and a
shot at, well – Poker Immortality.
If you’re going to dream, why
not DREAM BIG?
Rodinos says there are usually
between 30 and 50 players that
show up each night since he began hosting the SNB Poker nights
in August.
“There was a big demand right
from the start,” Rodinos says. “It’s
fun. You meet people. You make
friends, kill some time and acquire a skill because even if you

aren’t experienced, as you go,
you get better. And it costs you
nothing to sit down and learn the
game.”
Hughes points out that TV’s
exposure of poker as a spectator
sport has helped bring the game
out of the perception of seedy
back rooms of 1930’s movies and
into the parlor of respectable society.
“It’s grown into a spectator
sport with big, big popularity
right now. Any time you turn on
a TV, you’re going to see Texas
Hold ‘em. And we’re going to
make Front Royal the headquarters of world poker tournaments,
right here. So everybody’s welcome to join and play for free and
have a chance to win and go on to
the big tables.”
In fact Hughes points out the
game has gotten so popular here
that the Union Hall is hosting the
next Winchester Regional Tournament on Feb. 15. Hughes says

“This is fun. It doesn’t cost you anything. You can get a good meal while you’re here, a
soda or coffee. – Dan, the poker player
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“They wiped me out fast tonight but I’ve won a couple of tables since I started coming.
My son was playing and got me here,” Dan told us. “In fact they tell me I’ve already qualified for the regional here in February.”
120 qualifiers will participate in
that tournament, which begins at
11 a.m. Rodinos will put out one
of his famous lunch buffets to see
contestants do not become faint,
at least from starvation. And
while it is a little late to qualify for
the February regional, top point
totals as of Jan. 31 qualify – unless

of course you are THAT GOOD,
fear not. Regionals happen every
three months and it appears the
Union Hall will host the next one
as well.
When Union Hall games start
at 7 and 10 there are usually three
tables of eight to 10 players to
start each round. Each table plays

out till there is one man, or woman (we saw three ladies at the
tables the night we were there)
left holding all the chips at that
table and your qualifier points.
It is single elimination, everyone
takes a turn at dealing and a sanctioned SNB tournament director
is on hand to assure nothing is up

Entertainment
anyone’s sleeve (hey, I saw it in a
movie once).
As we circled the tables at the
start of the 10 o’clock round in
mid-January, camera in hand and
promising not to flash pictures of
anyone’s hands to anyone else, we
asked one early eliminated contestant how things went.
“They wiped me out fast tonight but I’ve won a couple of
tables since I started coming. My
son was playing and got me here,”
Dan told us. “In fact they tell me
I’ve already qualified for the regional here in February.”
Dan traces his poker playing
back to his days in the military in
the 1960’s.
“I was stationed in Alaska for
awhile. We got paid once a month
and we had “payday stakes” to
break up the monotony. We
played dealer’s choice then and
sometimes you had to give your
money back to the sergeant that
paid you. That was a little tough
but you lay your cards down and
you take your chances.
“This is fun. It doesn’t cost you
anything. You can get a good
meal while you’re here, a soda
or coffee. I won’t drink while I’m
playing. I’m out now so I might
have one beer but that’s it. You
can’t take chances these days,”
Dan observed.
And while Dan got us on the
topic of chances, I had been initially resistant to another Dan,
McDermott’s, suggestion I sit in
at one table and write a comedy
piece about my experience getting unceremoniously bumped

with nary a hand won. But as I
lurked for a better camera angle
the barely suppressed sense of
anticipatory excitement at each
table, the sly looks, the poker faces were drawing me in …
“Hey guys, does a straight beat
a flush? I can never keep that
straight,” I asked.
Sit right down here, Mister
reporter – you want to take the
deal?
I’m hungry
Victoria’s is open seven days a
week from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. In
addition to the aforementioned
buffet, 11-3 Mon-Sat at $6.99
and 11-9 Sundays at $9.25 with
reduced prices for children (I
love the chicken livers with onions even if it’s bad for my gout),
Victoria’s serves a variety of hot
oven-baked subs during lunch,
along with gyros, burgers, fish
and chicken sandwiches in the $6
range. Dinners offer more varieties of seafood, pasta, steak and
chicken dishes, as well as appetizers and salads. Most dinners
are in the $8 to $13 range with a
$15.99 12-ounce Prime Rib or a
Surf and Turf in the low $20’s at
the top end of the menu.
The Union Hall Bar & Grill is
open seven days a week from 4
p.m. to 2 a.m. and offers, in addition to food from Victoria’s kitchen, an astonishingly talented DJ
and Karaoke host, dancing, trivia
contests, and wall to wall sports
TV.
rogerb@warrencountyreport.com

A Benefit for

Blue Ridge Educational Center
Re-Scheduled!
Note New
Date, Time and
Location

Saturday
January 31, 2009
4 pm - 7 pm

Calvary Episcopal Church
11 N. Royal Avenue
Front Royal, VA 22630

Snow date:
February 7th
RSVP
631-9503

Mid-Eastern Dinner & Dance Performance with Silent Auction
Adults $30
Children under 12
$5.00 w/adult

Catered again
by
Cute’s Mobile Cafe

Purchase tickets early!
Last year’s show
sold out!!

Donations are also welcome and tax-deductible
This was NOT representative of the author’s hand!

Mail to BREC, P.O. Box 1820, Front Royal, VA 22630

A United Way Member Agency
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History and literature are lived through research, exploration and presentation. Students
use the literary, visual, and performing arts to express their expanding consciousness,
often sharing their work with their peers.

Education

‘Farm School’ propels Montessori’s hands-on philosophy
Adolescent Program stresses the farm as microcosm of human interaction

Katie Brown mowing the lawn

Teacher David Salgado, students Bronte Salgado, Rory Grambo, Allie Mingo, Ursula Bell and Joshua Owens in seminar
By Leslie Fiddler
Warren County Report
In “Overschooled but Undereducated” (2008), educators John
Abbott and Heather MacTaggart
contend that teens are “hardwired for hands on learning.” If
this is the case, adolescents at
Mountain Laurel Montessori’s
Farm School in Flint Hill are well
placed, for Abbott and MacTaggart’s claim dovetails with Dr.

Maria Montessori’s “Erdkinder”
(in German, “land child”) pedagogy.Montessori (1870-1952) had
an innate confidence in children’s
ability to “self-construct.” She asserted that the profound changes
of adolescence were best met by
a meaningful connection to the
land, literally “grounding” 12-15
year olds in the ebb and flow of
agrarian life. Why a farm? Montessori viewed farms as a rich
matrix of human and natural

• Sales & Service • Design & Installations
• Grid Tie & Off Grid • Back Up Power • Stand By Systems
• Commercial, Industrial & Residential

history and systems, as unique
microcosms of society and thus
as a fertile source of engaging
work and study. Today Mountain Laurel’s Farm School, sited

in Rappahannock County’s Piedmont landscape, offers numerous
opportunities for students to explore and employ their strengths
in the broader world.
Says Farm School Director Susan Holmes “The Farm School
has a life of its own because the
students take personal responsibility in the management of everything we do.” Studies emerge
around one theme - the symbiotic relationship between nature
and civilization. Academic basics

Didn’t finish High School?
You need your GED!
Want to get it FREE?
FREE GED Practice Tests & Classes
Blue Ridge Technical Center & Samuels Library

Free Estimates
Financing Available

(540) 667-9744 or (800) 435-5945

TC ENTERPRIZES

www.needmyged.org

LINDEN, VA

Must be 18 or older to participate
Northern Shenandoah Valley Adult Education

540-660-2913

become arenas of lively study.
Mathematics, chemistry, biology,
anatomy and physics are tied to
the farm through water quality
analysis, soil science, food preservation techniques, animal studies, organic gardening, and farm
shelter construction. History and
literature are lived through research, exploration and presentation. Students use the literary,
visual, and performing arts to express their expanding conscious-

This color ad costs about
forty bucks. Give your
business the exposure it
needs by placing an ad
in the only locally-owned
newspaper in Warren
County.
Call 540-305-6347
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Education

Changes

Changes: gallery of Unique fine old furnishings,
consignments, local art. If you don’t like it, change it!

Architectural Old House Parts, Inc.
Salvaged house parts=green construction
Entryway • Mantles • 5 ½’ clawfoot tub
7’ copper tub w pine surround • Unusual Doors, Windows
Ask about window restoration
540-636-7984 • www.Oldhouseparts.net

D&B
Chocolate
“Be My Valentine” baskets for $25.00.
The basket includes 2 truffles,
1/4 lb of fudge and 1/4 of chocolates.

120 - 124 E. Main St. • Front Royal, VA

BUDGET SELF STORAGE

Clayton Hatcher and Phillip Grambo take a musical break during farm school.

First Month FREE!
with 1 Month Paid Rent & Security Deposit
With Coupon *Subject to availability

INCREDIBLE PRICES!
540-635-4000 • 800-296-0044
Rt. 619 & Corner of Airport Rd • Front Royal

The Woodburning Lady
Beautiful Custom Hand-Crafted Woodburnt
Personalized Wood Gifts for All Occasions

ness, often sharing their work
with their peers.
There is ample work and play,
much of it outdoors. In keeping
with Montessori’s belief that “the
exercises of practical life have a
truly educational purpose” students begin their day with chores:
be it animal care, bee keeping,
cooking, gardening, grounds
keeping or the cleaning and maintenance of the facilities. Students
design and run the farm economy.
The culinary team cooks a weekly
dinner, breakfast and lunch for
all, often using homegrown in-

gredients. “Physical expressions”
encompasses activities as diverse
as soccer, martial arts, archery,
skiing, hiking and canoeing. Students experience camaraderie,
sportsmanship and simple, joyful
play while testing and increasing
their physical capabilities.
One of ten adolescent programs
fostered by the North American
Montessori Teachers Association with support from the International Centre for Montessori
Studies (Bergamo, Italy), Mountain Laurel’s Farm School began
operation in 2004. Initially locat-

ed in south Rappahannock County, the program acquired its own
property at Sunny Slopes Farm,
10 miles north of Front Royal on
Rt. 522, in 2007. A regional institution, Mountain Laurel serves
families and children from Warren, Rappahannock, Shenandoah,
Page, Fauquier, Prince William
and Frederick Counties.
Both the Front Royal and Farm
School campuses are holding
open houses on Sunday, January
25 from 1 - 3:30 pm. For information call 636-4257 or visit www.
mountainlaurelmontessori.org

About 20,000 people read this paper.
A full-color ad this size costs less than a
hundred bucks.
Is your business benefiting from the area’s
best advertising deal?
Let’s talk about it.

thewoodburninglady.com • 540-305-6347

540-636-1014 • warrencountyreport.com
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The role of lady takes all of the human values and qualities that our culture labels as
“feminine” (such as peacefulness, kindness and nurturance) and elevates them. Laura
Bush’s legacy illustrates those feminine values in action.

History

Will Michelle write a new script for the ‘First Lady?’

As First Lady, Laura Bush drew on
the traditions of “ladyhood,” combining self-effacement and quiet
achievement. Catherine Allgor, a
historian of First Ladies, says that
we will miss her after she has left.
By Catherine Allgor
History News Service
A week before the historic election of 2008, a small group of
historians and journalists was invited to the White House to chat
and lunch with First Lady Laura
Bush. Organized by the Office of
First Lady, this event was intended to unveil renovations made to
the nation’s house by Mrs. Bush.
And as planned, Laura Bush
gave a personal tour of the Lin-

coln bedroom and other “family
rooms” to this select group.
But it was also clear that her
office wanted these professional
writers and scholars to know
something of the work that Laura
Bush had done as First Lady. This
impressive list of projects encompasses domestic causes from
historic preservation to Katrina
relief as well as international efforts, including the United Nations Literacy Decade, fighting
AIDS in Africa, and bringing
breast care awareness to the Middle East. It is not an exaggeration
to say that people, many of them
women and children, are alive
because of her.
The extent of the good work
that Laura Bush did for the coun-

$9.99 Limited Time Offer
* Men’s Regular Haircuts *

Blue Ridge Barber Shop
Royal Plaza Shopping Center - Next To Blockbuster
Credits Cards Accepted / Gift Cards Available

Open 7 Day’s A Week

415 - B - South St. Front Royal, VA • 540-635-9552
Did you know that Warren County Report is read by about 20,000 people and is the most
popular newspaper in Front Royal and Warren County by far?
Give your business the exposure it needs by placing an ad in the only locally-owned
newspaper in Warren County.

Call 540-636-1014 • warrencountyreport.com
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tion, when little girls didn’t necessarily grow up to be ladies;
they became women. Women
do a lot of unladylike things, such
as speak truth to power, which
rather than diffuse conflict (a
lady’s first priority) tends to stir
up trouble. Still, like many of us,
Mrs. Obama undoubtedly retains
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you can do to make things more
pleasant for everyone?”
That’s not a bad way to start
constructing a national policy.
Catherine Allgor is the Croul
Visiting Professor of History at
Claremont McKenna College and
a writer for the History News Service.

• On Jan. 26, 1838, the first Prohibition law in U.S. history is passed in
Tennessee, making it a misdemeanor
to sell alcoholic beverages in taverns
and stores. Despite an often-vigorous
effort, the federal government failed to
prevent the large-scale distribution of
alcoholic beverages, and organized
crime flourished.

January 26-February 1, 2009
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try and the world would surprise
many Americans, even the most
fervent Bush supporter or Republican Party devotee. A close
look at the specifics of her accomplishments shows that hers
is the legacy of a lady. Not just
a capital “L” First Lady, but the
kind of lady that generations of
mothers and grandmothers modeled for, as well as inculcated in,
their daughters.
The role of lady takes all of the
human values and qualities that
our culture labels as “feminine”
(such as peacefulness, kindness
and nurturance) and elevates
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• On Feb. 1, 1893, Thomas Edison
finishes the first movie studio on his
property in West Orange, N.J. The studio, a frame cabin covered with black
roofing paper, was built on a pivot so it
could be turned to face the sunlight
throughout the day. Edison spent $638
building the studio, which he called a
“revolving photographic building.”
• On Jan. 27, 1918, the first Tarzan
film, “Tarzan of the Apes,” is released.
The silent movie, based on Edgar Rice
Burroughs’ novel, was the first in a
long line of Tarzan productions.
Olympic champion swimmer Johnny
Weissmuller starred in 11 Tarzan
movies from 1932 to 1948.
• On Jan. 28, 1959, the Green Bay
Packers of the National Football
League sign Vince Lombardi to a fiveyear contract as the team’s coach and
general manager. In his first season,
Lombardi guided the Packers to a 7-5
record and a third-place finish in the
NFL’s Western Conference.
• On Jan. 30, 1972, in Londonderry,
Northern Ireland, 13 unarmed civilrights demonstrators are shot dead by
British army paratroopers in an event
that becomes known as “Bloody Sunday.” In April 1972, the British government released a report exonerating
British troops from any illegal actions
during the protest.
• On Jan. 29, 1980, the U.S. Postal
Service issues a stamp honoring
comedian W.C. Fields. On screen,
Fields was a misanthrope who hated
children and animals and fought
bankers, landladies and the police.
Friends reported that his stage presence reflected Fields’ true personality.
• On Jan. 31, 1990, the Soviet
Union’s first McDonald’s fast-food
restaurant opens in Moscow. Throngs
of people lined up to pay the equivalent of several days’ wages for Big
Macs, shakes and french fries.
© 2009 King Features Synd., Inc.
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President Obama is likely to take his cue from Winston Churchill, who is said to have
said, history will be kind to me, for I intend to write it. But he risks doing so at a disadvantage unless he begins to take the historians’ craft seriously.

History

Who Can Write Obama’s History?
American presidents have relied, with varying success, on loyal followers to write the history
of their administrations. Our incoming president may choose a path less traveled.
Obama’s presidency before he’s
had his own chance to do so.
Leave it to Obama to take it all
in stride. It’s easy to imagine him
suggesting casually, as John F.
Kennedy did to his would-be iconographer, Arthur Schlesinger,
Jr., that he hopes someone is busy
getting it all down. The hint was
vintage Kennedy. For surely there
was no better reason to employ

Schlesinger, the historian who
had already done wonders for
Jackson and FDR.
Of all the recent presidents,
Kennedy was the most historically sensitive -- if we’re to agree
with Schlesinger -- in that he
possessed an almost existential
sense of himself. Yet out of his
mere one thousand days in office
a powerful legend was born that

survives to this day. That wasn’t
by accident.
Other post-World War II presidents have fared less well. Who
today remembers the histories of
Eric Goldman (on LBJ), or Emmet
Hughes and Stephen Ambrose
(on Eisenhower)? Presidents
Nixon, Ford, Carter, Clinton and
See Obama, 40

No Free Rides
By Kevin S. Engle
Warren County Report

American presidents have been
known to want a loyal follower
close at hand to record their
achievements for the ages. Lincoln had Nicolay and Hay. Grant
had Twain. Franklin Roosevelt
had Sherwood and Rosenman.
Theodore Roosevelt and Ronald

Reagan each had Edmund Morris. What about Barack Obama?
Who will write his history?
The answer is simple: Obama
himself.
It’s hard to recall a recent
president entering office with
so heavy a historical burden. No
fewer than half a dozen major
books about him reportedly are
in the works. They’ll try to define
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Engle’s Angle

By Kenneth Weisbrode
History News Service

Times are tough. And they’re about to get tougher. You’ve probably heard airlines now charge
passengers to check their bags. There’s more to come. Look for the following changes in the near
future.
Do you like eating out? If so, bring your own fork next time. And knife. And spoon. That’s right.
No more free utensils. Same goes for plates and napkins. Do you like ketchup on your burger?
You’d better start toting that too.
When you grocery shop, do you use a cart or basket? Next time, expect to pay a rental fee. And
those plastic bags are a penny apiece.
It’s great that gas prices have dropped, but stations will soon charge to use their pumps. Otherwise, bring a hose and start siphoning. I’d recommend having some mouthwash handy as well.
Do you take your car to a garage to have the oil changed? If you bring along your own tools, it
won’t cost as much. Use theirs and pay extra.
The Post office won’t be raising rates for awhile, but if you’ve gotten accustomed to home delivery of your mail, that’s now an additional service. Save money by picking it up yourself.
Ever ride the Metro into D.C.? Like the Post Office, fares aren’t going up … as long as you stand.
Seats are extra, although anyone over 98 with a heart condition is exempt. A doctor’s note and
birth certificate are required.
Thank goodness highway rest stops won’t charge to use the facilities, but if you forgot toilet
paper, you’d better have a few quarters in your pocket.
Churches have been impacted too. As a result, communion will no longer be free. Be prepared
to shell out a dime for a sip of grape juice and 25 cents for a swig of red or white wine. If you’d like
a rare vintage, contact your church for current prices.
Nothing is better than munching on hot buttered popcorn when you’re at the movies. Start bringing your own bucket, or rent one of theirs. Same goes for your drink cup.
Bookstores will now charge a reading fee. Twenty-five cents per book or $5 for unlimited reading
samples.
Clothing retailers are getting in on the act as well. If you want to try on that pair of jeans, the
dressing room is available for a small fee. Or, if you’re bold, you could do it in the middle of the
sales floor at no cost. If you have to return those new jeans for whatever reason, no more full
refunds.
Businesses are even looking at how they can squeeze out a few more bucks from their employees. That chair you sit in, and the computer on your desk? They’re now yours, thanks to payroll
deduction. Pens and pencils are still complimentary, for now anyway. One a month.
With all this bad news, where’s the silver lining? There isn’t one. Silver prices have gone up too
much. It’s been replaced by soy beans.

To increase his personal cash flow, the author now offers valet parking at his home for all
visitors. Tips are encouraged. If you’d like your car back without any scratches or dents, they’re strongly
recommended.
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One more traffic fatality on Route 340 South
Jan. 9 head-on collision fatal to 33-year-old Front Royal man
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
A man determined to have been
at fault in a head-on collision
between two pickup trucks on
Route 340, south of Front Royal
on Jan. 9 paid dearly for his drivVirginia State Police accident investigators use
surveying equipment in
an attempt to create a
map of the scene of a fatal crash on 340 South in
Warren County.

• Guaranteed Bank Approval or a vehicle of your choice is free
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• Check out our new website www.checkeredflagauto.com
425 S. Royal Ave. • Front Royal, VA
540-635-9300 Office • 540-551-0984 Cell
Obama, from 39
both Bushes each lacked a successful court historian, Haldeman, Woodward, Bernstein and
Rove notwithstanding.
Judging by what we’ve seen so
far, Obama won’t suffer their lot.
He’s been lucky in the quality of
his admirers. No, he has a different problem. In contrast with
Kennedy, Obama has substituted ambivalence for subtlety
where history is concerned.
He pays regular homage to it
but doesn’t seem taken with historians, as Bush II or Truman
were. He’s conscious of his own
prominent place in the nation’s
history but has gone out of his
way to downplay the legacy issue. From what we’ve seen so far,

Obama prefers to show, not tell.
That’s why he’ll end up writing the history of his presidency
himself. Which won’t be so bad.
Obama’s already an accomplished memoirist. He evidently
prefers to be his own foreign
minister and his own in-house
intellectual. So why not his own
historian?
In this he reminds us of Kennedy’s famous remark to a group
of high achievers that the White
House had not seen so many
great minds in one place since
Thomas Jefferson dined there
alone. But even Jefferson came
to suffer from the whims of history -- and historians.
Obama won’t let that happen.
Instead, he’s likely to take his

ing error.
A Virginia State Police investigation headed by Trooper J. Rose,
which included a state police
crash reconstruction team, determined that a northbound 1998
Dodge Pickup truck driven by
Joseph Dale Kyle of Front Royal
crossed the centerline of the twolane road before striking another
pickup truck head on. The accident occurred at 3:42 p.m. that
Friday afternoon, three-tenths
of a mile north of Route 607, according to State Police Public Relations Officer F.L. Tyler.
The 33-year-old Kyle was transported from the scene to Warren
Memorial Hospital where he was
pronounced dead at 4:37 p.m.
The driver of the other vehicle,
a 1997 GMC Sierra pickup, was
Philip Matthew Cubbage of Rileyville. Cubbage, 56, was transported to Winchester Medical
Center. Cubbage survived the
injuries he sustained in the accident. No charges were filed
against Cubbage, who was determined to have been traveling legally within the southbound lane
when his vehicle was struck. Tyler said investigators determined
Cubbage was wearing a seatbelt
at the time of the accident but
that Kyle was not.
Two-lane US Route 340, a major
commuter route between Front
Royal and I-66 and Luray in Page
County, was closed for about two
hours following the accident.
cue from Winston Churchill,
who is said to have said, history
will be kind to me, for I intend to
write it. But he risks doing so at
a disadvantage unless he begins
to take the historians’ craft seriously.
The president-elect must make
sure that he, or a trusted associate, really does get it all down.
For no history or president can
have lasting value without leaving behind an honest and thorough record which stands the
test of time. This could prove to
be Obama’s biggest challenge of
all.
Kenneth Weisbrode is the Vincent Wright Fellow in History at
the European University Institute, Florence, Italy.
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Come Dance with Us…
Great for the Heart, Good for the Soul

The Front Royal – Warren County

AMERICAN RED CROSS

Valentines Day Dance
Music by DJ Connection

WHEN – February 14, 7:00 to 11:00 PM
WHERE – Bowling Green Country Club North
DRESS Up or Dress Down. Come with Your
Valentine or Find One There!
Tickets - $25 per person: includes two drinks, snacks &
entertainment. Bring a tax-deductible donation of a gift
certificate or other item for the Silent Auction to be held April
25th, 2009 at the Shrimp, Oyster & BBQ Fest. You will earn
the chance for a fabulous door prize raffled during the
Valentines Day Dance.
Tickets and Information: Call the Red Cross at 635-2333,
or Beth Waller at 671-6145.
Event Sponsor: Beth Medved Waller, Inc., of Weichert Realtors.
Thanks for supporting the American Red Cross, Top of Virginia Chapter serving Winchester, Frederick, Clarke and Warren.
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By its bad example, Illinois inspired an important constitutional reform. It may be too
much to hope for the same result from the current Blagojevich “pay-to-play” embarrassment.

History

Can Illinois Again Lead by (Bad) Example?
cluding passage of the U.S. Constitution’s Seventeenth Amendment, which mandated popular
election of senators. Can Illinois
inspire the country again?
Following the election of 1908,
the Illinois State Assembly met
to select a new U.S. senator. The
framers of the federal Constitution had decided that politically
knowledgeable and sophisticated
state leaders rather than the general public should select members
of the upper house of Congress.

A century ago, an Illinois Senate
seat was the focus of a scandal eerily resembling today’s storm over
Obama’s successor. That controversy led to a significant national
reform. Can it happen again?
By David E. Kyvig
History News Service
Illinois politicians’ sordid reputation for selling seats in the U.S.
Senate to the highest bidder is,
sadly, at least a century old. As
embarrassing as that history may
be to residents of the Land of
Lincoln, it is a past that suggests
ways to deal with the current
mess.
One hundred years ago the corrupt marketing of an Illinois Senate seat brought about both state
and federal electoral reforms, in-

Order your
color ad for the
February
Valentine’s
pull-out section!
Call Leanne Bryant
540-305-6347
lbryant@warrencountyreport.com

As intended, the system
brought extraordinary men, including John C. Calhoun, Henry
Clay, Daniel Webster and Charles
Sumner, to the Senate. Occasionally quests for Senate seats produced elevated public discussion,
such as the statewide 1858 debates between Abraham Lincoln
and Stephen A. Douglas over
slavery and other matters, before
the legislative majority made its
selection.
Few Senate contests reached
the standard Lincoln and Douglas set, however. Many seats
went to men of modest talent
and less vision, some of whom
allegedly paid large bribes for
the honor. By the 19th century’s
end, the U.S. Senate had become
widely known, as it still is today,
as a “millionaires club.” Numerous wealthy members had gained
their seats through hefty financial contributions to their state
parties and legislators.
Frequently legislatures deadlocked over the choice of a senator, adding to the appearance of
a defective system. In forty-five
contests in twenty states between
1891 and 1905, legislatures delayed filling a seat because they
were unable to agree upon a candidate. Fourteen seats remained
empty for a full congressional
term. In the worst case, Delaware
went for three terms with only
one senator and from 1901 to
1908 without any at all.
An Illinois scandal, not much
different from today’s, brought
to a head the demand for reform
that had been growing since the
1870s. For five months in 1909,
the State Assembly remained
deadlocked over the choice of a
new senator. Eventually it chose

a Chicago businessman, William
Lorimer. A six-term congressman, he, like Roland Burris, did
not lack credentials. Despite
charges of a corrupt selection
process, Lorimer took his Senate
seat.
A year later, however, an investigation confirmed the rumors,
revealing that a $100,000 corporate “slushfund” had been used
on Lorimer’s behalf. Four state
legislators were identified as having accepted large payments to
vote for him. A U.S. Senate inquiry led to a 1912 decision to expel
Lorimer from office.
As in the current situation, the
standing rules for choosing a
senator had been followed, but
the means of selection proved
so tainted that the Senate earned
applause for its subsequent action to cleanse itself. In Gov.
Blagojevich’s appointment, the
Senate is now facing similar image tarnishing, or enhancing,
choices. The Lorimer example
suggests that, if the Senate seats
Roland Burris, it would remain
free to remove him if his patron
Blagojevich were found unfit.
Having embarrassed the Senate,
the Lorimer scandal increased
pressure to reform the process
for selecting Senate members.
Since 1893, the U.S. House of
Representatives had repeatedly
favored a constitutional amendment providing for popular election of senators. Numerous states
also petitioned for such a change.
The Senate itself, however, had
consistently refused to comply.
Frustrated by Senate inaction
and persistent evidence of corruption, several states, led by
Oregon, developed their own
systems of requiring legislators
to accept the results of advisory
popular elections when filling
Senate seats. In the midst of the
Lorimer inquiry, Joseph Bristow
of Kansas, his state’s first popularly chosen senator, lobbied his
colleagues to embrace reform.
With the negative publicity
generated by the Illinois situation
together with rising concern that
enough states might petition to
force a constitutional convention
-- and who knew what that might
produce!-- the Senate finally capitulated in May 1911. In less

than two years the Seventeenth
Amendment was approved by
Congress and ratified.
By its bad example, Illinois inspired an important constitutional reform. It may be too much to
hope for the same result from the
current Blagojevich “pay-to-play”
embarrassment. However, closing the loophole that empowers
governors to fill midterm Senate
vacancies without a popular vote
would be a welcome start.
A more substantial consequence of revisiting this bit of
American history could arise
from its reminder that states,
now as then, possess considerable power to secure significant

electoral change. States today
could follow Oregon’s centuryold example by taking action to
democratize distribution of their
electoral votes. By assuring that
state electoral votes more closely
reflect popular preference, as
Maine and Nebraska have already
done, legislatures across the nation could pay Illinois’s current
governor the backhanded compliment they paid a century ago
to William Lorimer.
David E. Kyvig, Distinguished
Research Professor at Northern
Illinois University, is author of
“The Age of Impeachment: American Constitutional Culture since
1960” (2008).
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Please e-mail brief calendar notices in this format to:
layout@warrencountyreport.com
Hunting Banquet
Sat, January 24
6 pm – 7pm
Front Royal Fire Department
The Skyline Strutters Chapter Annual
Hunting Heritage Banqut is tonight.
Enjoy a Buffet dinner, Many door
prizes, raffle games and live/silent
auctions. Tickets: $50/person; $70/
couple; $20.00/youth. Tickets must be
purchased early to esure a seat! More
Info: Cliff Presley (540)635-2769; Art
Kasson (540)622-6103; Terri Lambrich (540)672-3321 or Cliff Burgess
(540)622-2695.
Council Meeting
Mon, January 26
7pm – 7pm
Government Center
Super Saturday
Financial Aid Event
Saturday, January 31, 2009
10 am - 3 pm
Skyline High School - Library
Financial Aid professionals will be
available to assist graduating seniors
and their parents with completing the
FAFSA online for free. A short overview of the financial aid process will be
given from 10am-10:30am. The rest of
the day will be open for families to go
online, complete the FAFSA and have
people available to answer questions.
There will be a drawing for a $100
book scholarship for the students who
complete their FAFSA. Questions?
Contact Katrina Clayton, College Access Coordinator, at 540-635-4144 x.
44232 or by email at:
kclayton@wcps.k12.va.us
Free Tax Help
Starts Feb 2
Good Shepherd Church
Free Tax Return Preparation - Here in
Front Royal at Good Shepherd Church
6th Street off Royal. Starts Feb 2nd to
April 15th, 2009. In February Monday,
Wednesday and Friday from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. For the first time, one night only
- Thursday, February 19th from 4 PM
to 8 PM. March and April will be Monday and Wednesdays 9 to 3 ending
Wednesday April 15th. Experienced
and trained community volunteers
(sponsored by AARP) can help you
with special credits, such as Earned
Income Tax Credit (EITC), Child Tax

Credit, and Credit for the Elderly for
which you may qualify. In addition to
free tax return preparation, our site
provides free electronic filing (e-filing).
Individuals taking advantage of the efile program will receive their refunds
in half the time compared to returns
filed on paper - even faster if you have
your refund deposited directly into
your bank.
Police Community Meeting
Mon, February 2
7pm – 8pm
Government Center
The Front Royal Police Department
will be conducting a Community
Meeting tonight to receive input from
citizens of Front Royal about concerns
in their neighborhoods. Attendees will
also receive a brief overview of programs and services offered by the
Police Department. Tonight’s meeting
is for North Sector residents and businesses North of 6th Street.
Library Event
Wed, February 4
10am – 11am
11am - 12noon
Samuels Public Library
The Children’s and Youth Services
Department of Samuels Public Library
host Storytime today for Toddlers. The
theme today is Bears.
Baseball Camp
Sat, February 7
1pm – 5pm
Warren County High School
The Warren County Parks/Recreation Department in conjunction with
Warren County High School will be
sponsoring a Wildcat Baseball Camp
today February 7 and February 21.
Cost is $50.00/person for 3 sessions
or $20/00/person for one session. For
more information please call Coach
Mathews at (540)327-9664 or via email at vmathewsl@wcps.k12.va.us.
Registration forms at Warren County
Parks/Rec. Office
You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown
Music, lyrics & adaptation by Clark
Gesner
February 7, 14, 21 & 28 at 1:30 PM
& 4:30 PM
Five Rings Very Little Theatre, 620
Virginia Avenue (636-2787) www.

fiveringstheatre.com presents quality
plays performed by adults for children.
All tickets are $5.
Library Event
Sat, February 7
1:30pm – 2:30pm
Samuels Public Library
The Children’s and Youth Services
Department of Samuels Public Library
host the Knitting Club today for ages 9
and up. Registration required.
Bridal Showcase
Sun, February 8
12pm – 4pm
Bowling Green Country Club
Today is the “I Do Bridal Showcase”.
Where brides and businesses come
together to make your wedding day
special. Sponsored by the Front Royal-Warren County Chamber of Commerce, Debbie’s Ivy Garden and Bowling Green Country Club. For more
information please call the Chamber
at (540)635-3185.

Activities & events
Department of Samuels Public Library
host Books and Barks where you relax
and read to Books and Barks Therapy
Dogs. Registration required.
Baseball Camp
Sat, February 14
1pm – 5pm
Warren County High School
The Warren County Parks/Recreation
Department in conjunction with Warren
County High School will be sponsoring
a Wildcat Baseball Camp today and
February 21. Cost is $50.00/person for
3 sessions or $20/00/person for one
session. For more information please
call Coach Mathews at (540)327-9664
or via e-mail at vmathewsl@wcps.k12.
va.us. Registration forms at Warren
County Parks/Rec. Office
Home Education Class
Sat, February 14
6pm – 9pm
Blue Ridge Housing Network
115 Chester Street, Front Royal

Library Event
Wed, February 11
10am – 11am
Samuels Public Library

Blue Ridge Housing Network is hosting a FREE VHDA Homeownership
Education Class tonight at 115 Chester Street. This program is designed to
take the mystery out of the home buying process and help first-time homebuyers prepare to make the important
choices related to homeownership. You
will go over Personal Finances, Credit
Reports, Role of the Lender, Workiing
with your Real Estate Agent, Home Inspections and Closing your Mortgage
Loan. This a Freddie Mac and Fannie
Mac approved class. For reservation
please call (540)622-2711.

The Children’s and Youth Services
Department of Samuels Public Library
host Storytime today for Toddlers. The
theme today is Valentines Day.

Valentine’s Dance
Sat, February 14
7pm – 11pm
Bowling Green Country Club North

Library Event
Wed, Feb 11 11am – 12pm
Samuels Public Library

The Front Royal-Warren County
Branch of the American Red Cross
will hold a Valentine’s Dance tonight.
Tickets: $25.00/person. Enjoy karoke
and music by DJ Connection. Bring
a tax-deductible donation for a silent
auction to be held in April and get a
chance for a door prize raffled during
the Dance. More Info: (540)635-2333
or (540)671-6145.

Council Meeting
Mon, February 9
7pm – 8pm
Government Center
BAR Meeting
Tue, February 10
7pm – 7pm
Government Center

The Children’s and Youth Services
Department of Samuels Public Library
host Storytime today for Preschoolers.
The theme today is Valentines Day.
Library Event
Sat, Feb 14 10:30am – 11:30am
Samuels Public Library
The Children’s and Youth Services

Photography Exhibit
Sun, February 15
5:30pm – 7:00pm

Blue Ridge Arts Council
Enjoy an opening reception of the Blue
Ridge Arts Council Photography Exhibit to held at their Gallery at 305 E.
Main Street tonight. The Exhibit dates
are January 15 - February 27.
BZA Meeting
Tue, February 17, 7pm – 8pm
Front Royal Town Hall
Library Event
Wed, February 18
10am – 11am
11am – 12pm
Samuels Public Library
The Children’s and Youth Services
Department of Samuels Public Library
host Storytime today for Toddlers. The
theme today is Music.
High School Play
Wed, February 18
Thu, February 18
Fri, February 18
Sat, February 18
7pm – 8pm
Warren County High School
The Warren County High School
Drama Department will present the
play “Noises Off!” tonight in the Warren County High School Auditorium.
Tickets are $5.00/person.
Planning Commission Meeting
Wed, February 18
7pm – 8pm
Government Center
Police Community Meeting
Thu, February 19
7pm – 8pm
Government Center
The Front Royal Police Department
will be conducting a Community
Meeting tonight to receive input from
citizens of Front Royal about concerns
in their neighborhoods. Attendees will
also receive a brief overview of programs and services offered by the
Police Department. Tonight’s meeting is for Middle Sector residents and
businesses between Main Street and
6th Street.

Please e-mail brief calendar notices
in this format to:
layout@warrencountyreport.com
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Front Royal-Warren County Chamber of Commerce
THE LIFELINE SEMINAR SERIES
The Chamber, EDA, and LFSBDC are
collaborating on a seminar series – “The
Lifeline Series” -- for businesses on
navigating difficult economic times. The
first seminar was held on December
10th at the EDA offices. The speaker
for that seminar, Casey Willson, is a
retail specialist with the Maryland Small
Business Development Center. He is an
accomplished retailer for more than 35
years. For the first event, he brought his
dynamic style and wealth of knowledge
to the group, and won high praise for the
content of his presentation. He will be
revisiting Front Royal in the near future
to conduct individual assessments for
retailers. The next seminar in the series
is scheduled for February 24th, 8 a.m.
until 10 a.m. at the Warren County Government Center. This seminar, entitled
“SOS-Bankers Forum” will focus on:
*Potential Traps and Pitfalls; *Protecting Yourself and Your Business; *Banking Services Available in Tough Times;
*Partnerships Between Banks and Businesses in Getting to “Safe Harbor”; *Understanding Unique Economic Times;
and *Obstacles Banks Face in Difficult
Times. In addition to the roster of speakers, the Virginia Department of Business
Assistance and the federal Small Business Administration will have displays
and information on hand for attendees.
To register for this seminar, contact
the Chamber at 635-3185 or info@
frontroyalchamber.com. Cost to attend
is $10/Chamber member or $20/nonmember. In March, the EDA, Chamber,
and LFSBDC join in partnership with
Shenandoah University’s Byrd School of
Business Advisory Board for a workshop
on entrepreneurship in tough economic
times. The workshop is scheduled for
March 10th from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. at
the SU campus in Winchester.
BRIDAL SHOWCASE
If weddings are a part of your business,
then your business needs to be a part
of the 2009 I Do Bridal Showcase. The
showcase will be held on Sunday, February 8th at Bowling Green Country
Club. Spaces are available at all levels.
Contact the Chamber to reserve your
space today at 635-3185 or info@frontroyalchamber.com.
REALITY
NEEDED

STORE

VOLUNTEERS

The Chamber’s Education Committee
is coordinating the “Reality Store” for
all sophomores at Warren County and
Skyline High Schools. The Reality Store
will take place at Skyline High School on
Wednesday, February 11th and Warren
County High School on Thursday, February 12th from noon until 2:30 p.m. on
both days. The Reality Store provides

students with a look at life after high
school and helps teach a valuable lesson on the importance of further education. Volunteers are needed for both
days. Contact the Chamber at 6353185 or info@frontroyalchamber.com to
volunteer or for more information.

VALLEY SMOKIN BBQ FESTIVAL
The Chamber is pleased to announce
that the “Valley Smokin BBQ Festival”
has been sanctioned by the Kansas City
BBQ Society. The BBQ Festival will be
held on October 2 & 3, 2009. This event
promises to bring teams from all over the
country to compete for the title of best
BBQ! If you are interested in serving on
the BBQ Festival committee, competing
in the event, or being a crafter at the
event – contact Pam Riffle at priffle@
frontroyalchamber.com or 635-3185.
CHAMBER DAY AT THE CAPITOL
Virginia Chamber members, local chamber of commerce executives and members from across the Commonwealth
will convene at the Library of Virginia
on January 28th for a briefing on the issues before the 2009 Virginia General
Assembly. Chamber Day at the Capitol
participants will hear from Virginia’s top
leadership and will then have the opportunity to walk across the street to Capitol
Square and meet with their representatives as well. Confirmed speakers are
Lt. Governor Bill Bolling, Attorney General Bob McDonnell, and Speaker of the
House Bill Howell. Governor Tom Kaine
has also been invited to speak. Chamber Day at the Capitol is a wonderful opportunity for the business community to
come together and meet with Virginia’s
leadership. Cost to attend is $55 including lunch and $35 without lunch. Contact
the Chamber for additional information.
MEMBER NEWS
The Humane Society of Warren County
will be holding a volunteer meeting on
Thursday Jan. 22 at 6:00 pm. at the
shelter. Anyone interested in becoming a volunteer is welcome to attend.
Good volunteers are needed to help
in a variety of ways including fundraisers, parades, and in-house obedience
training etc. as well as dog walkers, cat
huggers, handyman services, etc. If you
need more information please call 6354734. New members and fresh ideas
are welcome.

The Warren Coalition’s Youth In Action
group is sponsoring its fifth annual talent
show, “Youth Have Talent 09’.” Every
year the show gets bigger and better.
Proceeds benefit the youth of our community: YIA members attending the
Youth Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention Project Convention, Harmony Place
Children’s Program, and the Last Dollar
Scholarship. The show will be held on
Thurs., Feb. 26th at 7:00 at Skyline High
School, but includes acts from both high
schools. It is an inexpensive night of
great entertainment, and will give teens
an opportunity to be a part of something
positive. Any help from the business
community will be greatly appreciated.
There are three levels of sponsorship,
with incentives for businesses. Donations of gift certificates will also be used
as door prizes and rewards for the participants. Advertising will appear on
TV3 Winchester and on The River 95.3
WZRV, as well as posters and a power
point at the beginning of the show.
(There is a need for judges for auditions
on Jan. 27th and 28th!) Please call Diane Fisher at 540-636-6385 for more information or a sponsorship packet. The
Warren Coalition is a 501(c)3 and Youth
In Action members work to build leaders
and reduce underage drinking and drug
use in our community.”
With every facial at Pam’s European
Skin Care you will receive a complimentary makeover. Call (540) 683-1675 for
more details.
Blue Ridge Housing Network is hosting
a free VHDA Homeownership Education Class on January 21, 2009 between
6:00pm – 9:00pm both nights at 115
Chester Street, Front Royal. This program is designed to take the mystery
out of the home buying process and help
first-time homebuyers prepare to make
the important choices related to homeownership. Topics will include Personal
Finances, Credit Reports, Role of the
Lender, Working with your Real Estate
Agent, Home Inspections and Closing
you Mortgage Loan. The is a Freddie
Mac and Fannie Mac approved class.
For Reservation call (540) 622-2711.
The Blue Ridge Arts Council will have
photographs from local artists including,
Sandra Patterson, Valerie Garvey, Charlie Sackett, Evan Cox, Mary Bowen,
Lois Jordan Rogers, Andrea Stuart (as
of press time.)
Exhibit Dates: January 15- February 27.
Opening Reception: January 15 5:007:30pm.
On January 25th from 1-3 p.m., Wakefield Country Day School invites all
families to come for a tour and enjoy
some refreshments. WCDS is a private college preparatory PS-12th grade

day school offering a rigorous classical
education focusing on both character
and intellect. They have an unbroken
tradition of 100% 4-year college acceptance and our nine 2008 graduates
received over $1 million in merit scholarship offers. Come see what a Wakefield
Country Day School education could
mean for your child. WCDS is located at
1059 Zachary Taylor Highway, Flint Hill,
VA 22627 ~ (540) 635-8555 ext. 227 ~
www.wakefieldcds.org ~ bus service
available from 8 area counties.
Do you like giving massage, but wondered if you were doing it “right”? Here’s
an opportunity to learn from some professionals! Valley Health’s Wellness
Services at Warren Memorial Hospital
will be offering a massage class for
couples on Saturday, February 14th
from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. You and your significant other, family member or friend
can learn how to massage each other’s
hands, neck, shoulders, and back for relaxation and stress relief. Make the class
part of your Valentine’s Day celebration
with your sweetheart, or simply enjoy
spending part of the afternoon together
with a family member or friend practicing your massage skills. No disrobing is
necessary for the class. Eka Kapiotis,
CMT, and Kelly Clark, CMT, will teach
the class. They both have extensive
training and experience in Swedish and
deep muscle techniques in addition to
other therapies. The fee for the class
is $45.00 per couple. Pre-registration
is required. For more information or to
register, please call Massage Therapy at
Wellness services at 636-0608.
The online 2007-08 Lord Fairfax Community College annual report is now
available. Please click on the following
link to read about our collective achievements: http://www.lfcc.edu/2007-08-lfccannual-report/.
The Front Royal-Warren County Branch
of the American Red Cross will hold a
Valentine’s Dance Saturday February
14th from 7-11 at Bowling Green North.
Tickets are $25 per person, karaoke
and music by DJ Connection. Tickets:
635-2333 or 671-6145. Bring a tax-deductible donation for a silent auction to
be held April 25th, 2009 at the Shrimp,
Oyster & BBQ Fest and get a chance for
a fabulous door prize raffled during the
Valentine Dance.
Toray Plastics (America), Inc. received
Virginia’s “Exemplary Environmental
Enterprise (E3)” designation. The Virginia Department of Environmental
Quality (DEQ) recognizes organizations
with a fully-implemented Environmental
Management System (EMS), a commitment to pollution prevention and that
demonstrate superior environmental
performance. VEEP was established

to encourage top-notch environmental
performance through the development
and implementation of EMS and pollution prevention efforts. VEEP drives
environmental excellence by encouraging facilities within the Commonwealth
that have strong environmental records
to go above and beyond their legal requirements. Annually, Toray is required
to prepare a report to remain in good
standing within this program. Toray will
be required to show overall improvement in the operations of their EMS and
pollution prevention program as well as
have no significant compliance issues
to stay in the program. As part of our
acceptance into the VEEP program,
mid-year Virginia DEQ officials will be
on-site to present Toray PEF a plaque
and a VEEP flag to fly in front of its
facility. These items will be presented
during a recognition ceremony to be announced soon. The entire staff of Toray
Plastics (America), Inc. PEF Division is
very pleased to have achieved this accomplishment in environmental management. These achievements illustrate
Toray’s continued commitment to corporate social responsibility.
WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBER
Edward Jones Investments
George Karnes
115 North Royal Avenue
Front Royal, VA 22630
540-635-6798
George.karnes@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com
TOWN OF FRONT ROYAL
Monday, January 26th , 7 p.m. at the
Warren County Government Center
COUNTY OF WARREN
Tuesday, January 20th, 7:30 a.m. at the
Warren County Government Center
UPCOMING EVENTS
January 28 - Chamber Day at the Capitol
February 4 - Small Business Committee,
8:30 a.m. at the Chamber
February 4 - Warren County Business
Today on the River 95.3 FM
February 5 - Tourism Committee, 9 a.m.
at the Chamber
February 6 - Education Committee, 1:30
p.m. at the Chamber
February 8 - I Do Bridal Showcase, Noon
– 3 p.m. at Bowling Green Country Club

www.frontroyalva.com
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The Reflex 80’s Tribute Band

Sat. Feb. 7th
Playing the BEST 80’s music since the 80’s!!!
Featuring tributes to:

Duran Duran • Madonna • Prince • George Michael • Blondie • B-52’s
Heart • Simple Minds • Poison • The Cure • Whitesnake • and more!!!!

Union Hall Bar & Grill
Victoria’s Restaurant
Join us Superbowl Sunday Feb. 1st on widescreen TVs!
231 Chester Street • Front Royal, VA • (540) 636-6811

