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The news

Finger severed in domestic dispute; reattachment unsuccessful
On December 18, 2008, officers from the Front Royal Police
Department responded to 122
Virginia Avenue, Apartment 3,
for a 911 hang-up call. Upon arrival, officers found a 42 year old
female with a severe hand injury.
The female had received her injury during a domestic dispute
in which her right hand was
caught in a door which had been
slammed shut. The incident severed the tip off of her right index
finger, which was recovered at the
scene. The female was transported to Warren Memorial Hospital,
where the finger was reattached.
Stephen A. Pisanelli, 42, resisted arrest by the officers on
the scene. He was taken into custody and charged with one count
of malicious wounding and one
count of hindrance of an emergency 911 call. Pisanelli was also
served with an emergency protective order. He was held in the
Warren County jail without bond
pending an appearance in the
Warren County Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court on Thurs-
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day, January 29, 2009.
Warren County Report spoke
with the victim, whom we will
not identify.
According to the victim, she
was attempting to leave the home
and her boyfriend slammed the
door in anger after her, crushing
her hand. She realized she was
bleeding but was not yet aware
she had lost part of her finger.
Allegedly the victim called 911
and the boyfriend knocked the
phone out of her hand. Police dispatch reported the 911 hang-up
and several officers responded.
One of the officers found the finger.
The victim said her knuckles
were broken in 5 places and she
required 150 stitches to re-attach
the finger.
Unfortunately, we received late
word that the finger had become
infected and would have to be
amputated at the second joint.
Browntown Road Shooting
On December 10, 2008 the
Warren County Sheriff ’s Office
responded to Warren Memorial
Hospital for a report of a shooting victim that had been brought
to the hospital.
The victim was identified as 38
year old Gary Hawk, Jr. of Bentonville, Va. Mr. Hawk was driven to Warren Memorial Hospital
by his step son Lloyd Heflin, also
of Bentonville. Mr. Hawk was
admitted to Warren Memorial

Del. Clifford L. “Clay” Athey, Jr.
18th District House of Delegates
Serving Fauquier, Frederick, and Warren County

Stacey & I thank you for the opportunity to serve.
If I can be of any help, please contact me at (540) 635-7917,
			
in Richmond at: (804) 698-1018,
			
by E-Mail at: DelCAthey@house.state.va.us,
			
or by mail at:
PO Box 406, Room 510
						
Richmond, VA 23218

Hospital and later transported to
Winchester Medical Center for
injuries sustained from a gunshot
wound.
The initial report indicated the

incident occurred inside of a vehicle parked in the parking area
of the Thompson Wildlife and
Game Reserve at the intersection
of Freezeland Road and Blue Mt.

Road in Warren County. A rifle
was to have discharged while it
was being unloaded by Lloyd Heflin.
The investigation revealed the
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initial report to be false as to the
location and circumstances relating to the discharging of the
weapon.
The shooting happened around

7:00 a.m. on December 10, 2008
on Browntown Road in Warren
County. Gary Hawk, Jr. was operating the motor vehicle when
a rifle located on the back seat

discharged, shooting Hawk in
the back. Gary Hawk, Jr,’s stepson
Lloyd Heflin was sitting in the
back seat when the rifle accidentally discharged.

The investigation into the incident is being jointly worked
by the Warren County Sheriff ’s
Office and the Game and Inland
Fishery Department to determine
if any charges will be placed.
Anyone with any further information is asked to contact Sgt.
Gordon Foster or Investigator
Steve Goldizen with the Warren
County Sheriff ’s Office at 540635-7100.

Additional charges filed in
house ramming incident
On December 16, 2008 at approximately 1:00 a.m. the Warren
County Sheriff ’s Office responded to a report of a GMC Sonoma
pickup being driven into a residence, owned by Tony Laing, located at 1156 Mountain Road in
the Rivermont area of the County.
The operator of the vehicle was
identified as Billy Joe Huffman
of Warren County, who fled the
scene prior to law enforcement

arrival.
Sergeant Jason Poe observed
the vehicle in the area of Strasburg Road a short time later and
subsequently arrested Billy Joe
Huffman for Driving Under the
Influence of Alcohol, 3rd offense
within 10 years.
There was significant damage to
the structure, which caused the
home to be condemned by the
Warren County Building Inspector’s Office for safety reasons.
Two occupants of the residence
sustained injuries in the incident
and were treated and released
from the hospital.
On January 1, 2009, Billy Joe
Huffman of 4572 Strasburg Rd,
Strasburg VA was arrested on
one count of attempted malicious wounding of a family member, one count of attempted malicious wounding, and one count
of felony destruction of property,
stemming from the December
16, 2008 incident. The attempted
malicious wounding charges are
the result of Huffman striking
the victims with his pickup. Billy
Joe Huffman was released upon
posting a $7,500 secure bond for
the attempted malicious wounding of a family member and a
$5,000 secure bond for attempted
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malicious wounding and felony
destruction of property. The arraignment dates have been set for
Jan. 20 and 22.
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The case is still being investigated and further charges are pending. Anyone with information
on this crime is asked to contact
Investigator Kevin Nicewarner at
540-636-2208.
Be on the lookout for...

Two arrested in Papa Johns
robbery
The Front Royal Police Department has announced the arrest
of two local residents following
an investigation into a reported
robbery on October 08, 2008,
according to Richard H. Furr, Interim Police Chief.
Justin James Decristofaro (19)
and Destiny Rae Fugatt (18) were
arrested on December 17, 2008
for several felony offenses including Embezzlement and Criminal Solicitation following a two
month investigation conducted
by investigators with the Front
Royal Police Department’s Criminal Investigation Division.
According to Furr, at approximately 9:38 pm on October 08,
2008, officers with the police
department responded to Papa
Johns Pizza, located at 610 North
Royal Avenue, for a reported
armed robbery. Further investigation revealed a female juvenile
employee had fabricated the robbery and arranged for Decristofaro and Fugatt to be given an
undisclosed amount of money
belonging to Papa Johns.
Decristofaro was held on a
$3000.00 secured bond, while Fugatt was released on a $3000.00
unsecured bond.

The Front Royal Police Department is seeking help from
the public in a larceny incident
which occurred in the Colonial
Drive area on September 25,
2008 Felony warrants have been
obtained on Daniel Eli of Bethlehem, Pennsylvania in reference
to Breaking and Entering, Conspiracy, and Larceny. Eli is described as a twenty three year old
white male, five feet five inches
tall, 120 pounds, with brown eyes
and brown hair. He is implicated
in this incident as well as other
similar incidents on the I-95 corridor.

Daniel Eli
The incident involved a male
subject who came to the homeowners’ door and stated that he
was an employee of the Town of
Front Royal. The subject inquired
as to where the homeowners’
property line was located. The
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homeowners walked to the back
of the residence and showed the
subject the property line. They
were with the subject for about 15
minutes, during which time the
subject would use a cell phone on
and off.
The subject had been driving
a blue or grayish colored station
wagon; however, he left the residence on foot as the vehicle he
was in earlier had disappeared.
After the subject left, the homeowners found numerous items
out of place within the home.
Subsequently, the homeowners
found that jewelry and cash had
been taken from the residence.
This investigation is ongoing
and anyone with information in
relation to Daniel Eli or this incident is asked to contact Detective
D.L. Fogle at 540-636-2208.
Driveway scams
The Warren County Sheriff ’s Office reminds citizens to be on
the lookout for driveway scams.
Driveway scams are on the rise
and mostly target the elderly
population. The scammer will
approach the unsuspecting homeowners demanding money
for services, such as asphalt sealants applied to driveways. In
most cases the homeowner did
not contract the work. As a rule
of thumb, if you did not contact
someone to do work for you and
someone shows up at your door
demanding money for services,
it is probably a scam. If you find
yourself being harassed or intimidated by a scammer, call 911.
An officer will respond to your
location. If you suspect or have
been a victim of a scam contact
your local authorities. Warren
County Sheriff ’s Office 540 6354128 and the Front Royal Police
Department 510 635-2111.
Openings for citizen’s police
academy
The Front Royal Police Department and the Warren County
Sheriff ’s Office announces seats
are now available for the 2009
Citizens Police Academy. This 13
week course, free of charge, will
begin on February 3 and conclude with a graduation on May
5. Classes will take place at the
Apple House on Tuesdays, from
7PM - 9PM. This is the citizens
opportunity to learn about the
Police Department, Sheriff ’s Of-

fice and the Warren County Judicial System. For applications,
please contact Janice Hart at
jhart@frontroyalva.com or call
631-2763.
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R-MA teacher honored
Stephanie Portillo, a Spanish teacher at Randolph-Macon
Academy, has received the Air
Force Association’s (AFA) Medal of Merit and the “National
Citizenship Education Teacher
Award” from Veterans of Foreign
Wars (VFW) and the Ladies Auxiliary.
The AFA Medal of Merit is
awarded for “exceptional services in local, regional or national
fields and shall denote great initiative on the part of the recipient
for specific achievements.” Only
.05% of the regional members are
eligible to receive the award each
year.
Portillo’s work with the community service program at R-MA
was partly responsible for her
nomination for both awards. Portillo was nominated for the VFW
award by Col Gary Sadler, Commandant of Randolph-Macon
Academy, and his written nomination letter shows why she is deserving of both the AFA Medal of
Merit and the VFW award.
State park attendance down
The Shenandoah River State
Park in Bentonville had 4,224
visitors in December, 2008, down
from 7,397 last year due to construction.
New Linden trash site opens
Jan. 8
On Jan. 7, Warren County
and Joyce Engineering, Inc. announced a formal “Opening
Ceremony” for the Linden Public Trash Compactor Center on
Tuesday, January 13, 2009, at
11:00 a.m.
According to Deputy County
Administrator Richard Magnifico
the new compactor site opened
for business at 6 a.m., Thursday
morning, Jan. 8. The facility is
located on Dismal Hollow Road,
directly across from the VDOT
Park & Ride, about a quarter mile
from the old Linden compactor
site.
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Town liaison

“I think it is way premature to open any can of worms on the corridor.” Vice Mayor Bret
Hrbek on potential liaison committee agenda

Town approaches liaison: Let’s talk – just not about ‘that’
Town argues over liaison agenda, nixes 522 Corridor Agreement as topic
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
At a January 5 Special Meeting, the Front Royal Town Council considered both internal and
external suggestions for the inaugural meeting of resurrected
town-county liaison committee
meetings. The meetings were
halted by mutual agreement two
years ago during a particularly
tense period when the town and
county were at odds over town
approval of central water extension requests by the county and
subdivision rezoning proposals
on both sides of the town-county
boundary.
With the town council having forwarded a new liaison format, including monthly rotating
memberships and locations, as
well as required liaison agenda
approval by both council and the
board of supervisors, both bodies
had those agendas on the table at
respective meetings Jan. 5 and 6
(see related story). The county had
suggested including discussion of
two town liaison initiatives – the
monthly rotation of locations and
memberships and a monthly status report by the town manager
and county administrator to the
other’s governing body.
And while council went in
circles with motions, amended
motions and general disagreement over exactly what it was the
county wanted to discuss about
the liaison format and reports, it
was an internal proposal to bring
the potential of further discussion
of the Route 522 Corridor Agree-

ment to the liaison table that created the most heated debate. The
proposal to broach the subject of
revisiting details of the 10-yearold corridor agreement that has
the town bracing for a lawsuit by
corridor restaurants was made by
two first-term councilmen, Shae
Parker and Chris Holloway.
However, by a 4-2 margin,
Parker and Holloway dissenting, council rejected the topic as
appropriate for liaison discussion now and perhaps ever. Vice
Mayor Bret Hrbek led the fight
to exclude the corridor agreement from liaison discussion.
Hrbek reminded council that the
supervisors had voted to support
the town in any potential lawsuit
brought by corridor restaurants
over the legality of inclusion of
the town meals tax as a part of
“payments in lieu of taxes” (PILOT) fees attached to corridor
water bills for town central water. The town and county jointly
signed the corridor agreement in
1998 as a revenue and annexation
compromise.
“I think it is way premature to
open any can of worms on the
corridor,” Hrbek said.
“I think the can of worms has
already been opened … People
want this resolved, we want this
resolved,” Holloway retorted.
“My intent is not to imply anyone is doing anything wrong,”
Parker said in explaining his intention in introducing the topic.
“But I think we need to establish
if we are at a point where we need
to revisit that document … in any
part whatsoever – to get clarifi-
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cation as to whether we’re both
happy with the document.”
Despite over a year of closed
council meetings on the topic,
Hrbek said he felt council should
first address any corridor issues
internally before bringing the
subject to liaison.
“The fact you’re talking about it
now shows you have an interest
in talking about it at some future
point,” Parker told Hrbek.
“Not really,” Hrbek replied.
Another first-term councilman,
Tom Conkey, took Hrbek’s side.
Conkey said the town shouldn’t
give the county the opportunity
to say “no” on any aspect of the
corridor agreement with litigation pending.
“We need to be lock step,
shoulder to shoulder and of one
mind,” Conkey said of the town
and county’s position in a lawsuit
over the legality of any aspect of
the corridor agreement. “To say
‘do you want to talk about it?’ is
too broad … it could weaken our
position as we move forward.”
After Conkey broached the
subject of potential breach of
contract by the restaurants that
signed the corridor agreement,
including Applebee’s, TGIFriday’s and Cracker Barrel among
others, that are now protesting
those contracts, Holloway pointed to apparent confusion about
the extent of the fees applied to
water bills by the corporate management of those restaurants. “A
lot of people didn’t know that
aspect existed until they went to
turn their water on,” he said.
“That’s not my problem, that’s
not my fault,” Conkey replied of
his perception of the town position on the matter.
“There is a way to resolve that
– a lawsuit,” Hrbek said of the
anticipated litigation challenging
the legality of the corridor agreement contracts and the town’s
inclusion of a meals tax in the
fees corridor restaurants pay for
town water and sewer. Attorneys
for the restaurants and shopping
centers have pointed to the “pass
through” nature of a meals tax to
Give your business the exposure it needs
by placing an ad in the only locally-owned
newspaper in Warren County.
Call 540-636-1014

customers as fundamentally different from real estate, business
licensing and other taxes applied
directly to corridor businesses.
“It would be nice to resolve
it prior to a lawsuit,” Holloway
countered.
Following the 4-2 vote rejecting any discussion of the corridor
agreement at liaison it appeared
the council majority is fully willing to let the courts decide the
future of the corridor agreement
and the fate of restaurants most
impacted by the inclusion of
meals and lodging taxes in fees
attached to water bills. Perhaps
coincidentally, the lone business
yet hit with both meals and lodging tax PILOT fees is the northside Holiday Inn attached to Blue
Ridge Shadows, which recently
filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy
protection. Of course there are
myriad aspects of the BRS operation, including a golf course,
housing development, the hotel
and attached Houlihan’s Restaurant. It should be noted Houlihan’s, which operates the hotel’s
catering business, is not a part of
the initial BRS bankruptcy filing.
Revenue impacts
During a report on corridor
revenues during a work session following the special meeting, Town Finance Director Kim

Gilkey-Breeden told council that
meals and lodging tax fees accounted for about three-quarters
of the town’s anticipated annual
522 corridor revenue. That would
be $656,000 of the projected
$875,000 in revenue the town is
anticipating this fiscal year, she
said.
Gilkey-Breeden also said that
at the halfway point of fiscal year
2009 the town had realized 48.84
percent of anticipated revenue.
The permanent loss of the meals
and lodging tax revenue would
force the town to double its existing real estate tax rate of 7
cents per $100 of assessed value
to compensate for that loss, she
added. The town finance director
also told council a three-month
suspension of the meals and
lodging tax aspect of PILOT fees
would force the town to make up
$165,000 of lost revenue.
“That is why we’ve been able to
keep our real estate tax rate so
low, we depend a great deal on
other revenue – meals, sales [and
other] taxes” to meet operational
costs,” Town Manager Michael
Graham told council. Graham
said other than a real estate tax
increase, the loss of corridor fee
revenues could lead the town
to contemplate raising in-town
business tax rates, including
meals and Business and Professional Licensing fees.
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Stanley told the board the county had “shattered” a previous low, set in 1997, in new house construction
permits issued in 2008. Last year the county issued only 109 new home permits. That compares to 251 in
2007, when the housing market had already began its downturn … That new construction reflected a .6
(point-6) percent growth rate.

County liaison

County approves 5-pronged January liaison agenda
Fox, White re-nominated to chair, vice chair seats without opposition
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
The discussion wasn’t much
shorter than the town’s the previous evening, but a consensus was
reached a tad easier the morning of Jan. 6 as to what the Warren County Board of Supervisors
would submit for inclusion in the
agenda of the first 2009 Front
Royal-Warren County Liaison
Committee meeting.
The only real disagreement was
the number of items that should
be submitted. South River Supervisor Linda Glavis suggested
drawing the reigns in at five items.
Glavis told Happy Creek Supervisor Tony Carter she feared inclusion of a sixth item he suggested,
an update briefing on the joint
town-county purchase of the
McKay Springs property, might
be a bit much for the inaugural
liaison meeting after a two-year
hiatus. Carter, who will be the
county’s first rotating representative (they’re going by last name
initials), deferred to Glavis’s suggestion.
The only other concern expressed was whether the necessity of having both boards approve
all submitted agenda items might
create a time crunch for the proposed Jan. 15 meeting date. Moving the meeting to February or
the fourth Thursday, rather than
the third, was suggested by Vice
Chairman Glenn White. However, a check with Council Clerk
Jennifer Berry later in the day
indicated the town would be prepared to move forward with the
scheduled Jan. 15 date.
Berry will be keeping minutes

of the first meeting hosted by the
town at the Front Royal Town Hall
conference room. Whether she
will maintain that duty or it will
be passed to County Board Clerk
Janice Dearaway on a monthly
rotating hosting schedule will be
one of the topics of discussion by
the liaison committee.
In addition to the (1) liaison
committee terms and procedures
submitted by the town, which
some supervisors have termed
cumbersome or lacking continuity in some regards, the county
has approved discussion of (2) a
reciprocal zoning agreement on
fees paid by each government to
the other on zoning permits; (3)
the town’s reimbursement to the
Warren County Sheriff ’s Office
for the housing of overnight inmates cited on town misdemeanor codes; (4) possible compensation to the sheriff ’s office for
washing FRPD police cars; and
(5) clarification of plans to add
one town seat to the Economic
Development Authority board
of directors and the financial implications of that changed EDA
board makeup.
Inclusion of the two reimbursement issues with the sheriff ’s office was suggested by Warren
County Sheriff Daniel McEathron. In a written summary of
those issues, County Attorney
Blair Mitchell explained that the
town has been paying $10 a head
for overnight town code misdemeanor stays at the county jail,
while the cost to the county is $45
to $47 per night. The sheriff ’s office also called an increase in the
number and frequency of washed
police cruisers – estimated at 5

SAVE
10%*

per weekend – “more of a burden” both economically and time
wise. The town does not pay for
that service, nor does it discount
the WCSO for the water used,
Mitchell pointed out.
In a written explanation of the
reciprocal zoning agreement,
County Administrator Doug
Stanley pointed out there as been
a lack of uniformity in how each
municipality charges the other on
zoning permit applications in the
wake of a Feb. 2006 liaison committee discussion on the impacts
of the town and county’s zoning
on the other.
The town council will consider
the submitted county liaison
agenda at its regular meeting of
Jan. 12. During its special meeting of Jan. 5, council suggested a
final mutual approval of liaison
agendas at the outset of each liaison meeting.
Another year
At the outset of the board’s
first 2009 meeting, Chairman
Archie Fox and Vice Chairman
Glenn White were nominated to
hold their respective seats. Fox’s
nomination came from Richard
Traczyk, the man he succeeded
as chairman last year. White was
nominated by Linda Glavis.

					

Stanley told the board the
county had “shattered” a previous low, set in 1997, in new house
construction permits issued in
2008. Last year the county issued
only 109 new home permits. That
compares to 251 in 2007, when
the housing market had already
began its downturn. Of the new
permits, 14 were issued within
the Town of Front Royal, which is
part of the county, and 95 outside
of town. That new construction
reflected a .6 (point-6) percent
growth rate. The county’s highest
recent annual growth rate was 2.9
percent in 2004, Stanley said.
During the economic and
housing boom when the 20-year
Capital Improvement plan was
adopted in 2004-05 and the great
residential growth debate was
at its height, the county was anticipating maintaining annual
growth at or just below the 3 percent level, or 400 or more new
homes per year.
Stanley also summarized anticipated cuts to this year’s county
budget and efforts to deal with
that revenue shortfall. He said
the county is expecting a loss of
$143,359 from the state and $1.05
million in local revenue shortfalls. To meet that $1.19 million
revenue loss the county is cutting
departmental budgets across the

board at an average of 3 percent,
with a 2 percent cut requested
from the public school system.
Those cuts are expected to save
the county $1.22 million in the
current budget.
The 2010 fiscal year is expected to be even bleaker as the
county, state and country flounder through a recession forecast
by most experts to deepen for at
least a total of two years.
During a work session following the meeting, the board
reached a consensus to proceed
through the old Warren County
High School renovation/conversion project relying on a school
board-appointed Clerk of the
Works to oversee the project
and the county’s interests. The
board rejected both an outside
contractor at an estimated cost
of $354,796, and a salaried, fulltime temporary county employee
“Owner Representative” under
the county building inspections
department.
The School Board’ Clerk of the
Works on the two high school
building project, Walt Maben,
was cited for excellent work that
should suffice on the new project,
especially with what was learned
on those project about initial attention to design aspects of the
project.
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“My lifelong goal has been to move myself into this seat and if that opportunity presents itself I’m here for
the long haul … I’m in no rush to retire. My health is good and I enjoy [the work], so I’ll probably stick here
as long as my health holds out.” – Interim FRPD Chief Richard Furr on prospects for longer tenure

FRPD transition

Furr makes it official – applying for FRPD chief’s job
WCSO Major Norman Shiflett withdraws name from consideration

Richard Furr discusses his and FRPD’s future during
December press conference announcing his desire
to be more than an interim chief.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
There’s one officially in and one
officially out of contention as the
Town of Front Royal considers a
permanent successor to retired
Front Royal Police Chief Ronald

A. Williamson. After four years
as chief at the end of a 27-year career in the department, Williamson retired effective Dec. 1. Captain and Deputy Chief Richard H
Furr, himself a 26-year veteran of
the department, became Interim
Chief at that time.

At a Dec. 22 press conference
in the FRPD Chief ’s office he now
occupies, Furr made it official
that he would seek to occupy that
office on more permanent basis.
“It’s been an honor for me to be
here the 26 years I have been here
and an honor that the council and
town manager had enough confidence in me to make me interim
chief during this period of transition – and I will be seeking the
appointment permanently,” Furr
said in opening his press conference.
With Williamson endorsing
Furr to be his permanent replacement in an interview with this paper about his pending retirement,
it wasn’t exactly a secret that Furr
would seek more than an interim
appointment. However, with the
vacancy going out to advertisement and one other local law enforcement officer, Warren County Sheriff ’s Office Major Norman
A. Shiflett, publicly throwing his
hat into the ring, Furr decided to
publicly acknowledge his appli-

cation as well.
One man out
Less than a week after Furr’s announcement, Shiflett withdrew
his name from consideration.
Shiflett did not mention Furr’s attempt to become the second successive FRPD chief named from
in-house. Rather, he cited satisfaction with his current position.
“While I greatly appreciate the
overwhelming public support
and encouragement I have received over the last week, I have
a great job now as Major of the
Warren County Sheriff ’s Office.
My working relationship with
Sheriff Daniel T. McEathron,
the Warren County Government, and County Administrator
Doug Stanley makes my current
position the best job in Warren
County,” Shiflett, a 25-year veteran of the sheriff ’s office, said in
a Dec. 30 press release.
“Over the last five years the
Warren County Sheriff ’s Of-

fice has advanced tremendously,
which in turn is a great benefit
to the citizens of Front Royal and
Warren County. Although much
has been accomplished, we still
have much work to do for the
citizens of Warren County. Because of those challenges, I will
remain with the Sheriff ’s Office
at this time,” Shiflett stated. “I am
not however, ruling out applying for the Front Royal Chief of
Police position in the future, but
because of the current circumstances and the good working environment, my family and I have
decided that I should not apply
for the Chief of Police position at
this time.”
A change of plans
While acknowledging that he
had recently considered his own
retirement from law enforcement, Furr said the opportunity
to become chief had altered that
notion.
“I could have retired about a
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FRPD transition
year and a half ago. But Chief
Williamson came to me and told
me that his plans were to retire in
another year or so, and asked me
to stay on with the department
– that he felt I would be a natural
choice for the next chief of police.
So I made a drastic decision to
delay my retirement and I stayed
here with the police department
for this opportunity.
“My lifelong goal has been to
move myself into this seat and if
that opportunity presents itself
I’m here for the long haul,” the 51year-old Furr said. He also said he
had guaranteed Town Manager
Michael Graham a minimum of
three years in the office should he
get the job.
“I’m looking long range, I’m 51
years old; I’m not ready to retire
yet. When I looked at retirement
a year and a half ago I actually had
a job lined up with the Virginia
Inland Port to start a second career as a police officer there. But
then this opportunity presented
itself and I decided to stay here …
I’m in no rush to retire. My health
is good and I enjoy [the work], so
I’ll probably stick here as long as
my health holds out,” Furr said. “I
feel I’ve prepared myself for the
job by being deputy chief in the
department and getting the hands

“When I first came here back in 1982 the department had a bad reputation. Over the
years we’ve worked hard to turn that reputation around,” Furr said.

on experience in running this department. I have also attended
numerous courses through our
local academy and other avenues
to better myself for this position
and I feel I’m prepared and ready
to move forward.”
Furr has been deputy chief and
captain of the administration
and investigations divisions since
2005. Responding to questions
about his qualifications during
his press conference, Furr also
cited his work in community
civic groups, including the local
branch of the Fraternal Order
of Police. Furr said he was especially proud of the ‘Shop with a
Cop’ Program he credited former
officer Laura Lantz with getting
rolling after he broached the idea
with the FOP membership several years ago. After Lantz’s retirement Furr said he took over
the program chairmanship. “This
year we were able to take 49 kids
shopping and brought gift cards
for 20 more kids. We spent, probably a total of $9,000 on that program thanks to the support of the
community,” he said.
No done deal
Asked why he felt it necessary
to make his application official,

Report from Richmond
By Delegate Clay Athey
Virginia House of Delegates
Greetings from your Delegate to the Virginia General Assembly.
The 2009 Virginia General Assembly Session begins promptly at
noon on January 14, 2009 at the State Capitol in Richmond.
As Chairman of the House Policy Committee, one of my major focuses over the last seven years has been preserving the
dream of a college education for the children of parents of modest means. As a graduate of Lord Fairfax Community College,
through my own experience, I have come to realize that only
through keeping community college affordable thereby encouraging a family to choose to more economically educate their children for the first two years at a Virginia Community College, can
we preserve the dream of a college education for families facing
economic uncertainty and rising tuition rates at Virginia’s prestigious public 4-year universities.
In keeping with that mission, I previously patroned successful legislation which guarantees that students who complete an
approved 2-year degree curriculum at a Virginia Community College will be able to transfer all of their credits to a Virginia Public
University and enter a Virginia Public University as a rising junior.
In addition, I successfully patroned legislation in the past which
provides up to a Two Thousand Dollar scholarship for Virginia
Community College graduates who transfer into Virginia’s 4- year
public universities while maintaining a 3.0 gpa during their tenure
at a Virginia Community College.
This year, I am sponsoring three additional legislative proposals
to better ensure that children of Virginia residents have access to
Virginia Public Universities either as an entering freshman or following the completion of an approved 2-year course of study at a
Virginia Community College. The Bills I have proposed include:

Furr said, “A lot of people are saying they thought the chief ’s position was a done deal, that it had
already been decided but it hasn’t.
I have a lot of support and I hope
those people that are supporting
me will voice that support … I
have a lot of support from the officers here in the department. I’ve
kind of felt this out a little bit and
I wouldn’t be moving forward if I
didn’t feel I had support from the
officers.”
As if on cue as reporters were
leaving the station following Furr’s
press conference, one of those
supporters did speak up. Chief
FRPD Dispatcher Janie Clatterbuck, herself a 29-year veteran of
the department, expressed some
unsolicited in-house support of
the in-house candidate for chief.
“I believe he’s totally qualified
and that it would be good for the
morale of the police department
– I think he’s the best person for
the job,” Clatterbuck said of Furr.
Furr was born in Houston, Texas,
and moved around with his family before they settled in Page
County, where he graduated
from high school. Furr began his
law enforcement career in Elkton
in December of 1980 before coming to FRPD in April 1982.
Furr said he would stress the

1) A Bill which makes it a condition of a Virginia Public University
receiving state funding that the university maintain a student body
in which over 70% of their undergraduate students are residents
of the Commonwealth of Virginia prior to seeking admission at
the public university.
2) A Bill which makes it a condition of a Virginia Public University
receiving state funding that when the university accepts applications of transfer students into their university they must choose a
minimum of 80% of their transfer students from their pool of applicants who have either graduated from or are attending Virginia
Community Colleges.
3) A Bill which establishes a scholarship matching program
which provides financial assistance to Virginia Community College graduates which ensures that the tuition they pay for their
junior and senior year at a Virginia public 4-year university remains equal to the tuition the student paid while attending the first
2 years at a Virginia Community College.
Although we have made some progress in assisting middle
class families in reaching their families dream of a college education for their children, many of my constituents still find it very
difficult to get their child either initially accepted at one of our
prestigious Virginia Public Universities or accepted as a transfer student from a Virginia Community College. My constituents
have paid for our Virginia Community Colleges and Virginia Public Universities through their tax dollars and they deserve to have
their children educated in a Virginia Public University. Although
some Virginia Public Universities have opposed my previous reform measures and will probably oppose the current proposed
legislation, I am determined that my twins and the children of my
constituents will one day have the opportunity to graduate from
a Virginia Public University either by being directly admitted as a
freshman or by transferring as a junior, as I did, from a Virginia
Community College.
Merry Christmas and the current and hopefully future graduates
in the Athey household thank you for the opportunity to serve.

continuation of efforts to make
the town police department a
more professional operation the
community could be proud of.
“When I first came here back in
1982 the department had a bad

reputation. Over the years we’ve
worked hard to turn that reputation around,” Furr said.
FRPD currently has 37 sworn
police personnel and approximately 15 civilian support staff.

Please Mark your Calendars!

I’m sponsoring a Valentine’s Day
Dance and hope you’ll join me! It
will benefit the FR/WC
American Red Cross:
• February 14, 2009
from 7pm-11pm at Bowling Green
Country Club North
• Tickets: $25 Per Person (Inc. DJ,
Karaoke, 2 Drink Tickets & Snacks!)
Please contact me for tickets or call
the Red Cross: 635-2333
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In the end Front Royal and Warren County is just one corner of the world at large, with
the same ups and downs; hopes and fears; dreams, challenges and day-to-day adventures
– EXCEPT ITS OUR CORNER – and not such a bad corner when all is said and done.

2008

The year in review: 2008 - It wasn’t that great
From bad weather to bad blood and a lousy economy – good riddance
By ROGER BIANCHINI
Warren County Report
A particularly wise, if anonymous, man once observed,
“things change but they stay the
same.” Perhaps my favorite version of this timeless wisdom was
offered by former Major League
Baseball pitcher Dan Quisenberry, who made the profound observation on the nature of time, “I
have seen the future – it is much
like the present, only longer.”
As I went through the Warren
County Report Archives (available in their entirety to you at our
website: www.warrencountyreport.com) for this year in review
issue I was reminded of these
timeless sayings. For it seemed
that what was in many cases, still
is. A small sampling would include:

•

the regional and interstate
debate over a joint Dominion/Allegheny Power plan
to feed anticipated increased
power needs along the Eastern Corridor by running additional huge power lines
originating in the highly
polluting Ohio Valley coalfired power grid and extending through rural areas of
Pennsylvania, West Virginia
and our portion of Virginia;

•

Front Royal and Warren
County municipal bickering over everything from
the assets of their own joint
Economic
Development
Authority; to a commercial
trash tipping fee debate that
has remained unresolved
for over a decade; to a new
dispute over a $40,000,
1992 bequeathment to the
town to give free swimming lessons to children;

•

a declining US, regional
and state economy – not to
mention a related and faltering dialogue between new
northside corridor restaurants, their attorney and the
Town of Front Royal over the
legality and fiscal impact of
corridor tax/fees tied to water bills;

•

All the way down to how to
reorganize official liaison
committee communications
between the town and county to try and resolve areas of
mutual interest or conflict.

I could go on but then we
wouldn’t have room to remind
you in more detail of how these

and other issues transpired
throughout the year as reported
on our pages. We have spared
much rehashing of the more recent developments still fresh
in your minds – Shae’s seat, the
AG opinion overturned by the
courts, etc. to go further back in
our collective mental “Wayback
Machine” to bid adieu to an often
troublesome year.
But let’s not forget the positives
– our friends, family, a community that will rally around those
who have suffered personal
loss and hard times that make
our own pale by comparison
– that give us all a reason to plow
through those myriad negatives
of the “real world.”
In the end Front Royal and Warren County is just one corner of
the world at large, with the same
ups and downs; hopes and fears;

dreams, challenges and day-today adventures – EXCEPT ITS
OUR CORNER – and not such
a bad corner when all is said and
done.
Maybe by looking back we can
see the similarities between then
and now in order to find ways to
become more positive in addressing the issues that both separate
and unite us – not to mention
holding our municipal, state and
even national leadership more
accountable in addressing the issues under their various purviews
in a manner that helps, rather
than hinders the communities
they represent.
But to lighten the mood, I have
picked one of my personal favorites from the last 12 months with
which to begin this review.
rogerb@warrencountyreport.com

Sometimes the truly rewarding things in life are free.
Like our River Rewards Program. It’s completely
free to join. And it’s fast and easy.
Just visit our web site www.theriver953online.
com and check it out.
River Rewards is a points-based program a lot like credit card points or airline miles. Except,
of course, you don’t have to pay anything to join or accumulate River Rewards!
You can earn points for listening to the station, taking surveys, answering on-line trivia,
playing our slot machine and even earn points just for entering our sweepstakes for some
great prizes.
So visit us online and take just a moment to sign up for River Rewards. We’ll see you there!

www.theriver953online.com
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“Power will become virtually free after the initial costs, which as I said are incredibly low
anyway. And the machines produce absolutely no pollution of any kind – unless you let
the plant workers smoke on site.” – John Kovac on implications of new power source

Science & energy

Kovac gives town the bird – and boy are they grateful
Childhood machine could be key to clean energy production in Front Royal
people who should have known
better.” Then Councilman Hrbek
also good-naturedly admitted to
a momentary lapse as he tried to
recall the “quotes” attributed to
him in the story, not to mention
council approval of the contract
itself.)

By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
(Managing editor’s note: Perhaps it is telling that I twisted
Dan’s arm to begin the review of
2008 with this story first published
on Thursday, April 3. While we
didn’t publish on April 1, the first
three words of the story were a
clue as to its nature. Two months
later then Mayor James Eastham
asked me not to be as subtle with
the next April’s Fool story involving the town because he and staff
were still getting perfectly serious
congratulations and inquiries on
the “power project.” Project “Inventor” Kovacs also reported several congratulatory calls “from

The first Tuesday in April local musician and inventor John
Kovac announced a long-term
contract with the Town of Front
Royal to provide power cheaply
and cleanly. Kovac estimated his
perpetual-motion-machine plant
based on a childhood toy could
generate as much as 10 percent
of the town’s future power needs
within the next five years.
In the wake of this week’s contract signing the town is moving
to patent the operation on a scale
big enough to provide municipal
power. Town Attorney Tom Robinett said if scale is determined
to be a legally supportable basis
upon which to patent the operation, Front Royal stands poised to
become ground zero in an energy
and economic revolution likely
to reverberate around the world.
Days before the contract was
signed Kovac produced engineering schematics indicating radically low construction and produc-
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Kovac’s invention produces power in a two-step process. Courtesy Photos Judi
Floyd.
tion costs for his process. Kovac
estimated those costs would be
so low that within a century all
forms of competitive energy production would become obsolete.
Why?
“Power will become virtually
free after the initial costs, which
as I said are incredibly low anyway. And the machines produce
absolutely no pollution of any
kind – unless you let the plant
workers smoke on site,” Kovac
laughed. “There’s really no argument against this other than that
power generation will cease to be
an endless source of wealth for a
few well-positioned energy conglomerates – but hey, somebody’s
got to make a sacrifice when such
a basic means of production is literally revolutionized.”
Revolution, means of production, virtually free power???
“Kovac’s big bird machine is
Leftist, way Leftist propaganda,”
Councilman Bret Hrbek said
when contacted about the deal.
“I’m sure the Marx Brothers
would be duly appreciative of this
event.”
Kovac admitted to being a Marx
Brothers fan since childhood, coincidentally perhaps from around
the same time he discovered the
perpetual-motion toy bird. However, he denied any particular
political leaning. Locally, Kovac
is best known for teaching children to make a variety of musical instruments out of discarded
plumbing materials that are easily mistaken for pipe bombs in
this age of humorless paranoia
and random worldwide violence.

Kovac said his non-musical
creative process was galvanized
during the recent debate over
the Town of Front Royal’s controversial half-century contract
with American Municipal PowerOhio to invest in the purchase of
energy from a coal-fired power
plant the town is also investing in
the construction of.
“I read that contract was only
going to provide about 35 percent
of the town’s future power needs
and that other more environmentally-friendly power sources
were being explored to balance
the bad press that could be generated – along with power – from
such an investment in what is arguably the most environmentally
destructive type of power generation known to man.
“They mentioned water and
wind as potential alternative energy sources at a time I found
myself entranced by the meditative qualities of an antique toy
I found in an old shop on East
Main Street right here in town.
I think I’d just read about the
AMP-Ohio contract and other
potential power sources for the
town in Warren County Report
and I was playing with this thing
– you’ve seen it, it’s wooden bird
on a fulcrum that dips it’s beak
into a bowl of water in front of it
and then pops back up for a little
while before repeating the process continuously. Basically it’s a
perpetual motion machine. But
what is it? – It’s water and a bird,
which is wind sort of, combined
to generate motion.
“Well as anyone who’s read

Einstein knows, E=mc2 , which
means energy equals matter
times the speed of light squared.
With that information filed away
I hooked a little generator monitor up to my toy bird and sure
enough it started registering energy production. Well, one small
dip for my bird, one giant leap for
mankind,” Kovac opined. “It hit
me like crystalline bullet to the
center of my brain – make a lot
of them and what do you have?
You have a lot of little energy
monitors registering a lot of little
power sources, or maybe a lot of
really big birds registering a lot of
bigger energy sources – the details are still on the drawing board
but the principal is flawless!”
Mayor James Eastham downplayed the implications of the
town’s contracted perpetual motion energy source and a potential patent of it.
“We’ll see how it goes. It sounds
stupid but all the testing we’ve
done at our town electrical department seems to indicate it
works,” Eastham said.
The mayor declined comment
on the possibility that once a
patent is achieved the town may
move to annex a swath of Warren
County’s Route 522 Industrial
Corridor as a location for the first
perpetual motion power plant on
earth.
“Don’t go starting those kinds
of rumors, Roger – our goals are
beyond,” Eastham said.
Today Front Royal, tomorrow
the world, eh mayor?
See Kovac’s bird at www.tinyurl.
com/kovakbird
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“No, this is not related to the transmission line … This is a good location, it supports
load growth in Northern Virginia, [and] it’s a well-developed project.” – Dominion’s Jerry
Llaneza on CPV purchase

Energy

CPV, Dominion Power make it official – the ‘buy’ is on
Dominion commits to build cleaner power plant here – timeframe unknown
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
(note: Dominion Power purchased development rights to the
floundering CPV-Warren gasfired power plant on the drawing
board for several years. However,
the project’s fate remains a question mark. At the time the sale
was announced in March any
relationship to the controversial
Dominion-driven TrAIL Line
project was denied. Ironically
perhaps, the announcement coincided with a sometimes emotional town council debate over
a 50-year commitment to more
polluting coal-fired power – see
following story)
“They made me an offer I
couldn’t refuse.” – Okay, okay,
that’s not exactly what Competitive Power Ventures Vice
President for Development Chris
Ganley told me about why his
company is selling the rights to
the proposed CPV-Warren power plant to Dominion Power.
However, with Dominion still
in the midst of a “power” struggle
with numerous political and citizen opponents of its cross-state
550-kilovolt power line project,
Ganley’s actual quote, “It was a
deal we couldn’t pass up,” is certainly close enough for a “Godfather” reference. After all, Warren
County was one of the involved
municipalities that unanimously
weighed in against the Dominion-Allegheny Power transmission line project.
However, Dominion Director
of Business Development Jerry
Llaneza dismissed the notion Dominion might use ownership of
the CPV-Warren project and its
projected $1.9 million of annual
county tax revenue as “leverage”
to gain support from local offi-
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cials for the controversial power
line.
“No, this is not related to the
transmission line,” Llaneza said
of the CPV purchase.
Llaneza also said the CPV deal
would have no impact on the
company’s pursuit of approval of
the 550-kilovolt TrAIL (Trans Allegheny Interstate) Line designed
to run power from existing and
more polluting coal-fired power plants in the Ohio Valley to
Northern Virginia and the Eastern U.S. corridor.
The CPV-Warren plant, powered by cleaner if more expensive
gas, has always been planned as
a supplemental, rather than primary power source. The project
faced exceptional environmental scrutiny from local, state and
federal agencies due to its proximity to Shenandoah National
Park, whose northern entrance is
less than 10 miles from the CPVWarren site. That 34-acre site is
in the county’s Warren and Kelley Industrial Parks in the U.S.
340 North corridor. During the
county supervisors March 4 public hearing on CPV’s request to
reword the language of its Conditional Use Permit, Ganley pointed
out the plant is not authorized to
operate at capacity due to emissions restrictions.
Permit change
Ganley and Llaneza officially
announced the pending sale
– within a matter of days they
later said – to the Warren County
Board of Supervisors following
the public hearing and 4-1 vote
of approval on the conditional
use permit wording change. That
change allows the plant to install off-site electrical lines necessary to connect the plant to
power grid systems operated by
regional power consortium PJM
(Pennsylvania-Jersey-Maryland).
Only South River’s Linda Glavis opposed the permit change,
citing environmental concerns
about the plant itself and the lack
of local employment opportunities it would provide – the plant
is forecast to employ 20 people,
most with special skill sets. Responding to Glavis’s concerns,

Happy Creek Supervisor Tony
Carter pointed out that CPV’s
cleaner operation and purchase
of power production offsets from
dirtier Ohio Valley and West Virginia coal-fired plants known to
pollute the Shenandoah Valley
would actually have a positive environmental impact. That positive
benefit would come from reducing the production levels at those
coal-fired power plants through
the CPV offset purchases.
“This plant will have less impact
on the environment than not
building it,” Ganley added.
“Natural gas is cleaner,” Glenn
White concurred.
“Not burning fuel is cleaner,”
Glavis responded.
“Not burning fuel means no
electricity,” Carter countered.
Asked why they had waited until after approval of the permit
change to announce the sale, Ganley said, “The requested change
we were seeking was completely
unrelated to the transaction. We
did not want to have the two interrelated at all. We wanted that
vote to be independent of the announcement.”
During discussion of the permit
request county staff and Ganley
repeatedly assured the board that
all permits and restrictions on
the project would transfer to any
subsequent involved parties.
Dominion’s interest
“We need additional power

generation in the state of Virginia,” Llaneza said of his company‘s
motivation to purchase the CPV
project. “This is a good location,
it supports load growth in Northern Virginia, [and] it’s a well-developed project … So, all of those
factors and the fact we need additional [power] generation on
the Virginia power system led us
to the decision to purchase the
project from Competitive Power
Ventures.” …
Ganley said such buyouts are
not unusual in the power industry. “These kinds of transactions
happen in various forms, this is
certainly one of the outcomes
… it really depends on what the
counter parties interest is at the
time,” he observed.
TrAIL battle
Ganley admitted the sale of
CPV-Warren to Dominion factored into his company’s decision
to withdraw from opposition to
the TrAIL project in Virginia. But
he added that CPV would continue its opposition to TrAIL. However, rather than in Virginia that
opposition will now be centered
in West Virginia.
“The primary reason we pulled
out [of the Virginia fight] is because we are still active in the
West Virginia proceedings opposing the TrAIL … line. We really only need to win one state to be
victorious,” Ganley said as Llaneza stood silent nearby. Asked if

Dominion might be pondering
the purchase of any CPV projects
in West Virginia, Ganley interjected with a laugh, “I don’t think
we have any gas-fired plants in
West Virginia.”
A series of State Corporation
Commission public hearings on
the TrAIL proposal reflected
overwhelming public and political (local, state and federal)
opposition along the proposed
Northern Virginia route through
Frederick, Warren, Rappahannock and Fauquier Counties on
the way to a substation in Loudoun County. West Virginia hearings have seen the same sort of
groundswell of opposition. That
opposition is centered around
environmental and historical site
impacts, future usage projections, and the lack of benefit to
the communities through which
the line would run.
One small step for …
Following the announcement of
the sale to the board of supervisors, Llaneza stated, “I’m here to
say yes, we do have definite plans
to develop this power plant.”
However, Llaneza added that
he could not yet provide a timeframe for that development. CPV
has already received one two-year
emissions permit extension from
the state to allow the project to
continue to seek investors and a
contract for the bulk purchase of
its power …
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“I don’t like coal period. I think we should move away from coal. Everybody is vying to be the replacement
to oil and coal is making its pitch. The problem is that coal is actually worse than oil. No offense to the
AMP-Ohio people but these stacks are very tall and are designed to disperse pollutants – and guess where
they land? – Stan Brooks on energy debate

Energy debate

Paying for our own noose?
Town Council debates the true price of power
By Dan McDermott
Warren County Report

“I

will be part owner. AMP-Ohio is
a 37-year-old nonprofit corporation that will operate the plant.
During discussion following

man Stanley W. Brooks, Jr. said.
“No offense to the AMP-Ohio
people but these stacks are very
tall and are designed to disperse

Brooks asked why
the smoke stacks
were made so tall to carry the pollution
to the Skyline Drive?

don’t like coal
period. I think
we should move
away from coal.
Every-

Dan McDermott

In the same week that Warren
County began issuing special disposal receptacles to encourage
the use of energy-efficient light
bulbs, an emotional and divided
Front Royal Town Council voted
4-2 to approve a controversial 50-year contract
with American Municipal Power-Ohio
(AMP-Ohio), to buy
approximately 40%
of its electricity from
a proposed coal-fired
Ohio power plant in
which
the
to w n

a Feb. 25th public hearing, two
councilmen opposing the town’s
participation in the AMP-Ohio
project reiterated concerns about
regional pollution and health
impacts, mining
techniques and
the coal industry
itself.

body is vying to be the replacement to oil and coal is making its
pitch. The problem is that coal is
actually worse than oil,” Council-

pollutants – and guess where
they land? The wind comes out
of the west and floats our way
and settles in the Shenandoah
Valley and we have a problem
in the Shenandoah Valley that
we don’t seem to want to take
on. It doesn’t take long to drive
on the Skyline Drive and look
to the west to see the problem.
Some of it is our making, that’s
for sure. But a lot of it is coming
from the coal plants to the
west. These states reap some
of the benefits, the money
they make on coal and from the
production of electricity. Our
only protection is the federal
government but I haven’t seen

the federal government step up.
So here we are paying for the
noose around our neck. I just
wish that council would hold
on to this, think about it a little
longer and see if we can’t come
up with some other alternatives,”
Brooks said.

Councilwoman M. Eileen
Grady said that as a matter of
principal she voted against buying into the plant and would vote
against the contract to purchase
the plant’s power. “Take the
emissions out of the picture and
just look at what’s happening to

A Benefit for

Blue Ridge Educational Center
Saturday
January 10, 2009
5 pm - 8 pm
Elks Lodge
Guard Hill Road
Front Royal, VA 22630

Snow date:
January 24
RSVP
631-9503

Mid-Eastern Dinner & Dance Performance with Silent Auction
Adults $30
Children under 12
$5.00 w/adult

Catered again
by
Cute’s Mobile Cafe

Purchase tickets early!
Last year’s show
sold out!!

Donations are also welcome and tax-deductible
Mail to BREC, P.O. Box 1820, Front Royal, VA 22630

A United Way Member Agency

WYNN’S RESTAURANT
Order your $50
color ad for the
February
Valentine’s
pull-out section!

OPEN:
Tuesday through Saturday: 5 am to 3 pm

Wishing all our customers a
very healthy and happy 2009!

Call Leanne Bryant
540-305-6347
lbryant@warrencountyreport.com

BREAKFAST SERVED ALL DAY
219 East Main Street, Front Royal • 540-635-5956

Start your new year off with a gift that will last a lifetime.
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Energy debate
the land,” she said. “In good conscience I just can’t support this.
As Americans, as a smart society
we can do better.”
Having made the motion to
approve the energy purchase,
Councilman Bret W. Hrbek
noted he had read that the emissions from the proposed AMPOhio plant would fall below the
threshold of current and pro-

tive power cannot be captured
and held or stored, they noted,
it must be generated as it is consumed. Hrbek said that renewable sources could often only be
viewed as supplementary power
sources …
Brooks … pointed out that Europe gets about 20% of its power
from wind while the comparable
figure in the United States is 1%
despite
a study
he read
that

“We have already
bought into the plant.
This is just to get
the power.”
- Councilman
Bret Hrbek
posed regulations. Pointing out
council had already voted to
purchase part of the plant,
Hrbek observed, “So if
we didn’t approve this,
we would own part
of a power facility
that we can’t take
advantage of?”
Public Utilities
Director Joseph
Waltz said the
town currently uses
a constant
base load
of
about
20,000 kilowatts, 12 months a
year. Front Royal would purchase
approximately 8,059 kilowatts
from the Ohio plant. Waltz added that the town is interested in
diversifying it’s power sourcing
and hopes to bring a proposal
to council in the spring for 3,500
kilowatts of hydro-generated
power (it did). He also indicated
his department is investigating
biomass, solar and local wind
generated power as potential
power sources for the town’s remaining future needs.
Hrbek and Waltz also discussed the downside of many of
these alternative sources. It was
stated that wind, solar, and hydro-generated power levels will
fluctuate with naturally occurring fluctuations in their power
sources, whereas coal power
generated from a plant is fairly
constant and reliable. Alterna-
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Sullivan responded by describing a series of new innovations that would have that effect.
It’s the “latest and greatest,” she said.

“So that the dispersion of
the pollutants will drift away?”
Brooks commented. “If you
had to put up 10-foot stacks, I
wonder if Ohio would approve
them?” Brooks asked pointedly
about Ohio Valley coal plant
emissions known to drift across
state lines, including into Virginia and its Shenandoah Valley.
Brooks also asked if AMPOhio was making an effort to get
the power plant approved before any new, tighter regulations
came into effect.
Sullivan
responded
that the plant would
meet all current
rules and that
there were no
specific limits
on carbon emissions. She added that tighter
rules and higher
emission taxes
were expected in
the future but said
the plant would
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BUDGET SELF

STORAGE
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said the US actually had better
topography to capture wind than
did Europe. Brooks noted the
economic advantages of the deal
but suggested council should
consider “the other price to the
health of the country and maybe
even the health of the earth itself.”
After Hrbek’s motion to approve the contract, seconded by
Vice Mayor Timothy W. Darr,
Brooks gave AMP-Ohio representative Pam Sullivan a polite
grilling on the environmental issues involved in coal power generation.
Brooks asked how tall the
plant’s smokestacks would be
and why they were generally
made so tall?
Sullivan said she didn’t know
how tall they were but that their
purpose was primarily for emissions dispersion.

fall under all current regulations
and had received its final air permit from the Ohio EPA …
Councilman Thomas H. Sayre
asked if the plant’s stack(s) would
have scrubbers on the sides to
keep them clean and reduce carbon emissions.
Sullivan responded by describing a series of new innovations
that would have that effect. It’s
the “latest and greatest,” she said
…
Following its “state of the valley, state of the earth, state of
the town economy” discussion,
Hrbek, Tewalt, Sayre and Darr
voted for approval, with Brooks
and Grady voting their stated
opposition.

FREE!
with 1 Month Paid Rent & Security Deposit

With Coupon
*Subject to availabilty

INCREDIBLE PRICES!

540-635-4000
1-800-296-0044
Rt. 619 & Corner of Airport Rd
Front Royal, VA
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Tragedy

A community united in grief

As one family suffers, a community offers support
Loss of father, two young children mourned at Candlelight Vigil
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
A Candlelight Vigil for
three local family members
who died in or as a result
of a house fire in the early
morning hours of April
17 drew several hundred
people to the Front Royal
Moose Lodge the evening of
April 23. The event marked
the first mass public expression of support for the Cook
family struck by tragedy one
week earlier. It was also the
first public appearance of
surviving family members.
Eight-year-old Madison
Cook and her four-yearold sister Stevie died in the
blaze that quickly engulfed
their three-level home.
Their father Steven died two
day later in the Washington
Hospital Center from injuries sustained in the fire. At
the vigil one week after the
fire Steven Cook was remembered for trying to save

his daughters despite the severity of his own injuries.
The presence of Steven
Cook’s widow, Melissa, who
survived injuries suffered
in the fire – and other family members, friends, lodge
members and well wishers created an emotionally
charged atmosphere that
left even strangers to the
Cook family in tears.
The charred remains of
the Cooks’ Anderson Street
home lies within plain sight
of Front Royal Moose Lodge
829 where the Cooks were
members. Personal messages, condolences, flowers
and other gestures of concern began appearing along
the neighborhood fence line
off John Marshall Highway
within days of the fire.
The candlelight vigil was
organized by 18-year-old
Caitlyn Caputo, a waitress
at the Moose Lodge, with
the help of other lodge officials. Caputo said she had

waited on the family about
a week prior to the fire and
felt some gesture of caring by the lodge toward
the family was appropriate.
However, Caputo said she
never expected the huge
April 23 turnout extending
well beyond the lodge membership.
An age-old question
… While the question of
why bad things happen to
good people and the innocent is one that has haunted
mankind throughout history, Marlow Heights Baptist
Church Pastor Jim Bunce
said we are left to cling to
our faith and our hope that
in Eternity the seemingly
unanswerable will be resolved.
Bunce referenced the Biblical story of Job and his afflictions. While the Marlow
Heights minister said Job
never received the answer to

why such things are visited
upon the innocent, the experience made him view the
world in a new and fresher
way.
“Look at what’s happened
here already,” Bunce told the
crowd gathered for the Cook
family Candlelight Vigil. “In
this last week we’ve been
reminded of the value of human life. Our family members and our friends are not
to be taken for granted. Instead, every day is a day to
love them more and let them
know that we love them.
“We’ve been reminded
over these past seven days
how precious today is – because this is the only day
that we’re guaranteed to
have. And we need to make
the most of this day because
there might not be a tomorrow.
“And we’ve also been reminded that as a community
we have a responsibility to
each other” …
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“The letter pretty much speaks for itself – my clients want to act in the role of a mediator
in this dispute.” – Riverton Commons attorney Clay Athey

Town approves corridor, EDA resolutions
Threat of litigation by Riverton Commons restaurants hovers over passage

And Chic-fil-A would have gone right here - well, Clay
Athey could have been saying that in this file photo
from an earlier public hearing on the northside corridor retail centers.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
(Note: the conflict brewing over
the town meals tax tied to restaurant water bills in the 522
Corridor erupted on these pages
in May-June. As 2009 begins, the
question posed in this story’s final
line remains unanswered.)
Welcome to Corridor Wars,
Part 2 and Waters Wars, well I

can’t count that high without taking my shoes off. – On June 9, the
Front Royal Town Council followed the Warren County Board
of Supervisors in endorsing two
resolutions aimed at establishing
a united front on two issues that
have risen to the surface of controversy and potential litigation.
Those issues are fees tied to the
1998 Route 522/340 Corridor
Agreement and control of assets
and operational decisions by the

PISTOL COURSES
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www.VirginiaPistol.com • 540-636-9476
Now Available at Prospect Hill Cemetery: Monuments, Cremation
Urns, Cremation Niches, In Ground Vases, Bronze Flag Holders and
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Front Royal-Warren County Economic Development Authority.
While there was unanimity of
support for the corridor agreement the town is facing the threat
of litigation over; their was continued opposition to the EDA
resolution by the incoming mayor …
But while there may be unresolved details and a current
council minority of one in opposition to the EDA resolution,
it is the corridor agreement that
is the most pressing of the two
issues for the town government
right now …
Both town and county officials
have pointed out the agreement
is designed to compensate the
town for potential lost tax revenue and expenses associated with
the extension of central water
and sewer to northside corridor
business outside its municipal
boundaries. That extension was
facilitated in part by an existing
water and sewer line the town
extended to the corridor’s first
major industry, DuPont, about
15 years earlier. As big box industry was initially courted in the
wake of the corridor agreement
it was viewed unanimously as a
mutually beneficial arrangement
enabling community economic
development and an expanding
commercial tax base.
But with new chain restaurants
now on the ground in Warren
County and paying bills including
two 4-percent meals taxes, one
calculated as part of a monthly
supplemental fee in lieu of town
taxes – all hell has broken loose,
though mostly behind closed
doors as the legal implications
of pending lawsuits is discussed
by the corridor agreement’s two
principals, the Town of Front
Royal and Warren County.
Litigation?

Prospect Hill Cemetery Association, Inc.
200 W. Prospect Street • Front Royal, VA 22630 • 540-635-5468

All ‘D’series memorial art property of Design Mart. Copyright © 1978-2005 Design Mart. Used with permission. All other rights
reserved. License #L 0010002

In a May 16 letter to Warren
County Administrator Doug
Stanley, Riverton Commons Attorney Clay Athey requested a
meeting with the Warren County
Board of Supervisors to discuss
what he termed “a dispute” between four restaurant tenants of

Riverton Commons – Cracker
Barrel, Applebee’s, Chic-Fil-A
and Starbuck’s – with the Town
of Front Royal. That dispute centers on the inclusion of the town’s
4-percent meals tax in its calculation of the supplemental fee attached to town water and sewer
bills in the 522 Corridor.
“The discussion may well involve potential litigation which
may arise as a result of the Town’s
insistence that it may include the
Town meal’s tax calculation in
the water and sewer rate,” Athey
wrote Stanley. The Riverton
Commons attorney went on to
cite “an estimated annual water
and sewer bill” to Cracker Barrel of $180,000 “using the Town’s
calculation method” at the root
of the emerging dispute.
Athey points out he does not
represent individual tenants, but
the shopping centers owners. Litigation is the last thing on his or
his client’s minds, he says.
“The letter pretty much speaks
for itself – my clients want to act
in the role of a mediator in this
dispute. In respect to the Route
522 Agreement the town council
is well aware of my legal opinion that they are misinterpreting
the agreement, that it does not
permit them to charge a double
meals tax to restaurants as part of
their water and sewer bill in the
522 Corridor. And they are aware
of my opinion of the chance of
their stance being successfully
defended in the likelihood of litigation with our two restaurants.
But again, my clients want an
amicable settlement, they hope
to work in cooperation with the
town, county and anybody else to

resolve this without litigation.”
Athey says the problem is specific to the town meals tax, which
he believes differs in nature from
the other taxes used to calculate
the supplemental corridor fee.
“That’s kind of odd since Clay
was on the council when it was
written and he certainly knows
Quarles and Bullets have been
paying that as long as they’ve
been out there,” Brooks said of
the town meals tax’s presence in
the corridor agreement. “I think
council understands that Clay no
longer represents the Town of
Front Royal like he did when he
was on council, but now represents his paying clients” …
Athey counters that conversation and compromise, rather
than hard line stances should be
the bottom line.
“I am proud of the cooperative
relationship that existed between
the town council, the board of
supervisors and the economic
development authority when I
was a councilman and mayor of
Front Royal. And the crowning
achievement of that cooperation
was the Route 522 Agreement.
And it may well be the single
most important thing that we
were able to accomplish while I
was in local government.” Athey
pointed to the new jobs brought
to the area and the industrial and
commercial tax base that has
propelled a wave of public capital
improvements to the county, including new schools without the
need of exorbitant personal tax
hikes.
So peoples, where do we go
from here?
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In his memo on the northside tax estimates to the board Stanley also noted that the county is
poised to lose approximately $671,000 of annual Business, Professional and Occupational License (BPOL) tax revenue that the Town of Front Royal is phasing out over a three-year period.

Corridor debate

First Crooked Run Center tax revenue estimates in
What does the first $594,190 in northside tax revenue really mean?

By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
(Note: Optimism, tempered
with caution were voiced as the
first tax numbers for the northside retail corridor were reported
in this March article. The underlying question of northside county
retail’s ultimate impact on intown business remains an underlying question.)
Hot dog – less than six months
in and Warren County is estimating nearly $600,000 of tax revenue
from Phase One of the Crooked
Run Commercial Center!!!
So, is the county in “fat city?”
Are personal real estate and
property taxes about to go crashing through the floor? Will we all
now be able to afford some DC
prices that seem to be gravitating our way? Has our community
finally attained semi-urbanized,
capitalist “nirvana?”
Well, not so fast sports fans
– let’s do a little reading between
the lines. According to County
Administrator Doug Stanley
there is definitely an upside, but

also some cautionary notes to be
taken.
First, in a memo to the Warren
County Board of Supervisors,
Stanley acknowledges that the
$594,190 figure is less than the
tax revenue estimate of $723,960
made by staff in January 2007.
However, Stanley points out
those numbers are likely to come
closer together once Phase One
of the Crooked Run Center is
fully built out. Stores included
in a Feb. 29 tax estimate on the
Crooked Run Center were Target, TGIFriday, Famous Footwear, Fashion Bug, Staples, Petco,
as well as some revenue from yet
to be opened businesses paying
real estate, property or licensing
taxes. Those latter businesses are
McDonald’s, Wachovia Bank and
7-11/Citgo.
Stanley also informed the board
that some sales tax revenue generated by the new northside commercial development replaces
sales tax revenue that would have
been generated by some previously existing county retail and
dining businesses. Stanley did
not make a guess at what portion

of the $195,500 sales tax estimate
that might be. An educated guess
might be made in the wake of
what numbers are filed by some
of those pre-existing businesses
on their 2007 tax returns versus
their previous year’s numbers.
Stanley also pointed out that
$323,786 of the new revenue will
be gobbled up by new positions
approved in the current budget
year for additional sheriff ’s office and fire and rescue personnel requested to accommodate
additional manpower needs generated by the northside corridor
commercial development. Those
personnel increases include three
road deputies requested by the
Warren County Sheriff ’s Office
and four additional responders
requested by the county fire and
rescue department.
Stanley also reminded the
board that all meals tax revenue
is mandated to public school
capital improvements – not that
that is a bad place to put it as the
county and school board ponder
Phases Two of the planned threephased public schools capital
improvement project. The meals
tax figure presented with the
other tax numbers on Feb. 29 was
$248,600.
In his memo on the northside
tax estimates to the board Stanley also noted that the county
is poised to lose approximately
$671,000 of annual Business,
Professional and Occupational
License (BPOL) tax revenue that
the Town of Front Royal is phasing out over a three-year period.
That was tax revenue the town
allowed the county to collect on
certain businesses within the
town limits. State law allows
towns the discretion to allow the
counties they lie in to collect such
taxes.
So where does that all leave us?
If you add the cost of additional
sheriff ’s office and fire and rescue
personnel ($323,786), 25 percent of the BPOL revenue lost
this year ($167,750) and estimate
about 50 percent of the sales tax
accumulated on the northside
as lost elsewhere in the county
($100,000) = you have $591,536
– which is pretty much a push of

This aerial photo from mid-2007 shows Crooked Run
Shopping Center on the right and Riverton Commons
on the left. By Roger Bianchini/Courtesy CASSAviation.
the current tax revenue estimate
of $594,190 for the Crooked Run
Center.
So, no fat city yet – I guess we
can all cancel those European vacation plans as the county nets
about $2,600 in new or uncommitted commercial tax revenue

for the year and the Euro soars to
over $1.50 for the first time in its
brief currency history ... but not
to worry, the Riverton Commons
numbers aren’t in yet.
Give your business the exposure it needs
by placing an ad in the only locally-owned
newspaper in Warren County.
Call 540-636-1014

The last small (.84 acre) lot available fronting the
west side of route 522/340 in the master planned
commercial district of North Warren County, 1/4
mile north of Country Club Rd. and the shopping
centers anchored by Wal-Mart, Target, and Lowes.
Town water already on site. Build now or rent out
the 3BR, 1BA house and develop later. Listed at
$650K, this property won’t last long.

Call Chris Turner at (540) 305-4958
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The impasse that led to the nearly two-year legal battle was a water and sewer rate hike
of 570 percent that FDR officials said threatened to take their annual water and sewer bill
from $170,000 to $1.2 million.

Town, FDR Services settle water-sewer rate war
Two years of litigation ends with compromise, 15-year service contract
The wisdom of Mick
Peragine observed that conventional wisdom is that the best
compromises are those “where
neither side is perfectly happy.”
Front Royal Mayor Jim Eastham
concurred with that assessment
in lauding the settlement.
“After lengthy negotiations – i.e.
years – we’ve reached an agreement that both parties could live
with. Like most negotiated contracts you don’t necessarily get
what you want, but ultimately you
get what you need,” Eastham said
in apparent tribute to the lyrical

wisdom of Mick Jagger – or did
Keith write that line?
In addition to Jagger-Richards,
Eastham credited the work of
former Interim Town Attorney
Robert Mitchell and Town Manager Michael Graham for their
work in resolving the dispute.
“I believe we really turned a
corner on negotiations when
the new town manager became
a part of them. With his corporate background Mike could see
both sides. He and Bob Mitchell’s
work was crucial to a resolution,”
Eastham said …

-ODULAR "ATTER Y
3TORAGE

WHOLESALE PRICING
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
(Note: After several years of
highly contentious discussion and
litigation, the Town of Front Royal
and northside industrial laundry
FDR Services reached an out of
court settlement seen as mutually
beneficial in allowing the business
to survive and the town to realize
higher than in-town utility rates
– maybe there is a message here
for the negotiations with northside restaurants protesting PILOT
fees tied to water bills.)
Maybe it will feel like this when
the Middle East Wars end after
we’re all gone, or at least are used
to paying $8 a gallon for gas and
seeing our tax money go to bail
out failing investment bankers.
The feeling is relief – the battle’s
over and now we can get on with
our lives without the recriminations, wasted money and vilifications that got the whole thing
rolling in the first place.
Order your ad for the
February Valentine’s Day
pull-out section!
Call Leanne Bryant

540-305-6347

lbryant@warrencountyreport.com

At a March 17 Special Meeting,
the Front Royal Town Council
voted 4-1, with Stan Brooks dissenting and Tom Sayre absent,
to enter into a settlement and
15-year contractual arrangement
on water and sewer service with
FDR Services Corporation of Virginia. Contacted by phone, FDR
Director of Government Affairs
Michael Peragine said company
officials had also signed off on the
agreement this week.
The settlement between the
Town of Front Royal and commercial laundry FDR ends 22
months of litigation and four lawsuits, three state and one federal,
challenging the legality of Front
Royal’s water and sewer rates and
policies on a number of fronts.
At stake from both sides’ perspectives was economic survival
– for FDR, its very commercial
existence; and for the town, the
ability to charge sufficient rates
to create necessary revenue from
its central utilities.
The impasse that led to the
nearly two-year legal battle was
a water and sewer rate hike of
570 percent that FDR officials
said threatened to take their annual water and sewer bill from

$170,000 to $1.2 million. That
hike came as the town’s 10-year
reduced rate contract with former owner Tartan Textiles expired shortly after FDR’s August
2005 purchase of the Kelley Industrial Park facility.
The settlement includes a retroactive rate that will effectively
double FDR’s monthly bill, rather
than increase it eightfold; and a
fifteen-year service contract that
locks in a tiered water-sewer rate
along in-town prices, rather than
the normal doubled county industrial corridor rate. Despite its
county location, FDR will also pay
a town Business, Professional and
Occupational License (BPOL) tax
based on annual gross revenue.
Chaos vs. order
“The 600-percent [utility rate]
increase threw the company’s
business plan into chaos,” Peragine said following the settlement. “Now we can plan a future,
get costs under control and take
other steps to bring our costs into
line … Part of the settlement is
FDR’s withdrawal of all four of its
legal suits against the town …
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I remember talking a couple of years ago to a mortgage broker on my radio show who was advocating
stated-income and interest-only loans.
I asked her what would happen if the value of a home went
down and an interest-only loan recipient had to sell? She scoffed at the notion. Housing had been going up
forever! Was I crazy?

Economy

Should the Dow be at 3,000?
Up a grand, down a grand - Great Depression 2.0?

“As I mentioned in a post on Warren County Report’s website, if you look at the historical trend, the Dow Jones Industrial Average had a
pretty steady rate of growth following World War II until about 1984. Then it got pretty crazy, or “irrationally exuberant,” as former Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan put it. If you follow the line above from 1950 to 1984, the Dow should be at most around 3,000
today. So what happened?”
By Dan McDermott
Warren County Report
The large red headline on Matt
Drudge’s Drudge Report said it
all: “WOW!!”
The Dow Jones Industrial Average had risen 936 points.
But while Wall Street investors
were euphoric following Monday’s record comeback, I thought
I would pause to take a look at
history.
As I mentioned in a post on
Warren County Report’s website,
if you look at the historical
trend, the Dow Jones Industrial
Average had a pretty steady rate

of growth following World War
II until about 1984. Then it got
pretty crazy, or “irrationally exuberant,” as former Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan
put it.
If you follow the line above from
1950 to 1984, the Dow should be
at most around 3,000 today.
So what happened?
There were many factors which
far more learned scholars than I
could better explain. But I think a
combination of loose regulations,
a want-it-now mentality, and the
Internet were a large part of the
rise.
Loose regulations allowed lend-

ers to loan people homes they
could not afford.
I remember talking a couple of
years ago to a mortgage broker
on my radio show who was advocating stated-income and interest-only loans.
I asked her what would happen
if the value of a home went down
and an interest-only loan recipient had to sell? She scoffed at the
notion. Housing had been going
up forever! Was I crazy?
And a stated-income loan which
provides hundreds of thousands
of dollars to someone with shaky
credit on a signature is a liar’s
dream come true.

Unfortunately, as the introductory teaser rates made way for
balloons or sharp increases, that
dream often turned into a nightmare for the homeowner–but not
for the mortgage broker who was
long gone with her commission.
Part of the blame goes to people who barely earn enough to
rent but allowed themselves to
become intoxicated about the
thought of owning a home and
either didn’t read the fine print
on the contracts or fooled themselves into thinking they could
handle it later on.
Or lied.
Just hand me the keys. I want it

now!
But more of the blame goes to
the government officials and financial executives who allowed
or encouraged it to happen.
I also think the Internet is a major cause of the huge increase in
the stock market.
The Internet is the biggest invention humans have ever created.
It has virtually eliminated all
borders among countries who
choose to participate.
One of the biggest effects is the
creation of thousands of technical and other well-paying jobs in
India, China and other countries.
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And the Main Street businesses and their struggling employees and broke former customers
surely noticed when the government didn’t get around to acting until the Wall Street tycoons
started to feel the same pain much of the rest of America has been feeling for more than a year.

Economy

With the Monday, Sept. 29, 777-point drop in the Dow
Jones Industrial Average and Congress continuing to
bicker with each other and President George W. Bush
over plans to prop up Wall Street and its failing financial sector, perhaps the time is right for banks across
the nation to fly this traditional US distress signal
- an upside down American flag. This week Wachovia
joined other financial institurtions such as Lehman
Brothers, Merrill Lynch and AIG struggling to survive.
While this upside down flag blowing in the wind recently was the result of a broken rope, not a distress
signal, the distress in the US economy seems very
real. In mid-September, Bank of America CEO Ken
Lewis predicted the disappearance through merger
or failure of half of the nation’s 9,000 banking institutions in coming years. Many are questioning the
very nature and function of capitalism amidst cries
for help from CEO millionaires threatening economic
Armegeddon for the masses if their failures aren’t
supported by $700 billion or more of US taxpayer
money - YIKES!!! WCR photo by Roger Bianchini
This led to increased revenue
and a higher standard of living
in these previously impoverished
developing nations.
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They are even collecting our
debt.
So now, as another guest on my
radio show noted in 2006, China
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and India use more energy than
the entire world did ten years earlier.
And a lot of the money generated was made available to Wall
Street and in turn to fund these
creative mortgages.
As money became plentiful and
easy, the prices of homes rose to
levels that were absurd and unsustainable.
It was a big Ponzi scheme that
has now begun to unravel.
We may or may not technically
be in a recession, usually defined as two quarters of negative
growth.
But we are most definitely in a
housing and a disposable income
depression.
No one is buying a home. No
one is eating out or going to the
movies.
Drive around town and notice
all the banners, signs and other
sign-ordinances-be-damned
methods being tried by desperate
businesses large and small to try
an attract someone–anyone with
a spare dollar to spend in a store
or restaurant.
And if you wander into a bar,
the drink you buy may be served
to you by the person who listed
your house a few years ago.
These conditions didn’t change
yesterday with the rebound on
Wall Street.
And the Main Street businesses
and their struggling employees
and broke former customers surely noticed when the government
didn’t get around to acting until
the Wall Street tycoons started
to feel the same pain much of the
rest of America has been feeling
for more than a year.
So what is next? Look at the
chart.
And get ready to weather this
storm for a long time.
Web response:
In large part, I agree with you
wholeheartedly.
However, the big thing you’re
not taking “stock” of is that the
80’s was the first decade to really feel the meteoric rise in globalization. Companies not only
Order your ad for the
February Valentine’s Day
pull-out section!
Call Leanne Bryant

540-305-6347

lbryant@warrencountyreport.com

started selling more abroad, but
the started realizing economies
of scale and scope, as well as the
multinational’s ability to economize through outsourcing. Of
course, the Internet blew things
up even more as the market’s
user base grew enormously.
Back in the 70’s, playing the
market was a rich man’s game.
Today high school kids have
Ameritrade accounts.
Again, I agree with you (and
Alan Greenspan) that irrational

exuberance certainly did dominate the 90’s–he made his speech
in 96 by the way. But much of the
markets gains were warranted by
global market growth. That said,
I would consider a 3000 Dow irrational apathy. But I do see your
point.
Barry Vucso
http://rblb.wordpress.com/
What do you think?
editor@warrencountyreport.com
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The bottom lines in the current EDA debate appears to be not only how much EDA autonomy in the economic development decision-making process is a good thing, but whether the EDA is poised to become
another political football caught in the middle of personal and municipal bickering …

EDA $$$

Show me the money – Brooks calls out EDA financing
EDA’s reduced municipal funding request opens a fiscal can of worms
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
(Note: Early in the year a council
majority began a push for control
of EDA assets and decision-making authority. Here are excerpts
from three stories recounting the
evolution of that contentious effort.)
Push continued to come to
shove between the Front Royal

Town Council and the Front Royal-Warren County Economic Development Authority this month.
At council’s March 10 meeting
Stan Brooks made a public call
for the sale of EDA land and redistribution of EDA cash assets.
That call echoed a politely testy
discussion between Brooks and
Interim EDA Executive Director
Mike South at a council work session one week earlier.
That work session conversation

Dominion Health and Fitness
9816 Winchester Road • Front Royal

began as a report on the EDA’s
2009 budget, which the town
funded about an eighth of last
year per a 72-28-percent funding
agreement with Warren County
developed by a co-sponsored
consultant. However, conversation quickly turned toward cash
assets and land values.
South responded to work session queries about the EDA’s
financial status by saying the
town-county economic develop-

ment authority had $1.69 million
in unrestricted assets and an estimated accumulated land asset
of $18 to $26 million. However,
South pointed out the EDA pays
$310,000 per year on a $2.6 million actual debt on those largely
undeveloped land assets.
Referencing three EDA parcels totaling 148.9 acres cited by
South at the outset of the work
session Brooks asked, “If you sold
148 acres for $9 million, what
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would you do with it?”
South replied that he didn’t
believe that conversational tack
was productive. Rather, he suggested the EDA and town, along
with the county and other stakeholders work toward achieving a
consensus on achieving a unified
economic development plan for
the community’s future.
Undeterred Brooks said, “I
would contend that money belongs to the people of Front Royal
and Warren County and that the
town and county through their
elected representatives should
decide how to spend it – but we’ll
deal with that later.”
Show me the money
Brooks’ “later” began emerging seven days later. During the
council concerns portion of the
March 10 meeting Brooks began
by lauding the EDA for the economic development work it had
done with town and county money in recent decades.
“They became very involved in
land purchases and sale and were
very successful at that. But the
market is different now,” Brooks
stated. “It’s not clear exactly
where we are right now – but it’s
somewhere between $15 and $20
million.” And while Brooks allowed that estimate did include
the former and still somewhat
problematic bankruptcy court
controlled Avtex property within
the town limits, he continued,
“But I believe there is disconnect
that we need to fix – that being
that money that was fronted to
the EDA belonged to the people
of Front Royal, the people of
Warren County” …
Show some love!
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“I’m still confused … What does the town want – profits, revenue? This doesn’t make
sense.” – North River Supervisor Glenn White

Town move on EDA assets likely futile
State law protects autonomy of economic development authorities
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Have you ever had an itch you
can’t scratch? That may be the
Front Royal Town Council’s situation as it ponders a Resolution
that in effect demands the Front
Royal-Warren County Economic
Development Authority return
the bulk of $1.69 million in cash
assets and potential revenue estimated anywhere from $10 million
to $25 million from land sales to a
joint town-county account.
With a town resolution “instructing” EDA compliance with
town directives on asset redistribution on the table, the Warren
County Board of Supervisors and
the EDA held a joint work session
to discuss the situation and the
county and town’s relationship
to the EDA on April 1. Despite
the humorous implications of
the date there was little levity expressed as the EDA’s role in community economic development
and its relationship to its founding municipalities was discussed.
A county staff summary of state
laws applicable to Industrial or
Economic Development Authorities stated, “Once an IDA
or EDA is created, it is separate
and distinct from the locality that
created it, and the locality that
created it has no power, authority
or control over the funding and
resources of the IDA/EDA …”
One exception was noted under

Show some love!

circumstances when a condition
specifying such a return of funds
was mapped out at the time it
was provided by the municipality. Town staff may be scrambling
to find such a condition on past
town funding as the town Resolution on the redistribution of
EDA assets brought forward last
month remains tabled. Front Royal Mayor James Eastham declined

comment on the legal status of
the EDA or the town Resolution
in the wake of the county-EDA
work session.
North River Supervisor Glenn
White, who suggested that work
session two weeks ago expressed
some bafflement at the situation.
“I’m still confused,” White said
near the end of the April 1 work
session. Noting discussion of $10

540-305-6347

lbryant@warrencountyreport.com

“Is a request for all assets realistic?” White asked.
“No, not [for us] to operate,”
Interim EDA Executive Director Mike South replied. – “When
someone says they want your
profits [from economic development], you have to consider all
aspects of the situation, sales,
marketing costs, debt service,
transportation infrastructure development … it might be zero.”

Town to EDA – ‘Pretty please with sugar on top’
Town rephrases effort to gain control of millions in EDA assets
Wishing our
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2009!
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million of potential EDA asset
distribution, White asked of the
town Resolution, “They don’t
want the whole $10 million do
they? What does the town want
– profits, revenue? This doesn’t
make sense.”
Among the town Resolution
directives is the return of all but
$200,000 of the EDA’s estimated
$1.69 million of unencumbered
cash.

205 East Main Street Front Royal, VA 22630
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The Lucky Star Lounge will take our winter break
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and entertainment in the Shenandoah Valley

We Look Forward to Serving You in 2009

By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
On April 14 the Front Royal
Town Council considered and
passed a kinder, gentler – and
legally – worded Resolution
concerning the redistribution
of Front Royal-Warren County
Economic Development Authority assets.
By a 5-1 vote, Eugene Tewalt
dissenting, council approved a
Resolution stating that the EDA
“should return” all revenues
from real estate sales and all but
$200,000 in cash assets estimated at over $2 million.
An earlier draft penned by
Councilman Bret Hrbek “instructed” the town-county EDA
to return that cash and any return on land sales – estimated
at anywhere from $5 million to
$25 million – to a joint TownCounty account. That original
draft was determined to have
no legal weight to “instruct” or
demand anything of the EDA
according to state law.
“Once a locality has created
an IDA/EDA, it has no authority to dissolve the IDA/EDA
or to seize its assets,” Warren
County and EDA officials were
told during an April 1 work session to discuss the Front Royal
Town Council initiative on EDA
assets. County Attorney Blair
Mitchell cited a legal decision
(IDA v. Suthers) and Section
15.2-4914 of the State Code of
Virginia in explaining an EDA’s
status and autonomy.
Obviously privy to the same

information prior to the April
14 meeting, council and Hrbek
regrouped but did not abandon
the effort to redistribute the
EDA’s wealth.
The major movers of the council initiative, Hrbek and Stan
Brooks, cited accountability and
oversight as the motive for the
town move on EDA assets.
“We’re asking, not telling
– that’s for sure,” Brooks said
while making a series of wording amendments to the Resolution on April 14.
In stating his opposition to the
Resolution, Tewalt questioned
its reasoning and potential result.
“It appears to me like some
of the council feels [the EDA’s]
got too much power. And with
power comes the financial end
of it as far as the money they
have sitting in the bank. And I
disagree with that. I think they
need money in the bank to operate properly,” Tewalt said later.
Tewalt said he agreed the EDA
should be responsible to the
town and county in its operations, but added, “I think they
have been responsible for what
they have done in the past. I
mean there’s not a purchase of
real estate that they do without coming first to the Town
of Front Royal, and I’m sure to
the board of supervisors, and let
them be aware of any purchase
of property and any prospects.
So, I think they’ve been more
than fair” …
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“After six months of implementation, it was clear that the fees did not improve the safety of Virginia highways. The citizens of Virginia expressed concerns regarding these fees, and based on
these concerns, I have signed the bills that repeal the fees.” – Gov. Tim Kaine

Abusive fees

‘Abusive driver fees’ hit the dustbin of legislative history
Refunds included in ‘civil remedial fee’ repeal signed into law by governor

By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
(Author’s note: As reported by
Publisher Dan McDermott in
the preface to this story, WZRV/
WFTR and Warren County Report Newspaper were the first
news organizations in Virginia
to report that the civil remedial
fees were actually the equivalent
of huge new fines for some very
minor traffic offenses [beginning
with the author’s radio interview
with Front Royal attorney and
Town Councilman Tom Sayre].
WCR fielded calls and e-mails
from major media organizations
across the state and was mentioned in stories across then nation. Several prominent state legislators denied the accuracy of the
story, including civil remedial fee
bill author Del. David Albo and
the Speaker of the State House,
who actually wrote a letter to his
local newspaper denying the story. When our story was verified on
the front page of The Washington
Post four days later the denials
stopped abruptly and a grassroots
movement began across the state
leading to the repeal of the fees
…)
Not in our town – or anyone
else’s – that is the fate of the con-

troversial civil remedial fees tied
to the 2007 Virginia Transportation Act. On March 27, Governor Timothy M. Kaine signed
Senate Bill 1 and House Bill 143
to immediately repeal the abusive
driver fees and provide refunds
to citizens against whom the fees
have been assessed.
The fees, which were part of
House Bill 3202 passed during
the 2007 General Assembly ses-

sion last spring, were intended to
raise revenue for highway maintenance and improve the safety
of Virginia highways – in the end
they did neither.
“After six months of implementation, it was clear that the
fees did not improve the safety of
Virginia highways,” Kaine said in
a March 27 press release issued
from his office. “The citizens of
Virginia expressed concerns re-

garding these fees, and based on
these concerns, I have signed the
bills that repeal the fees. I thank
Sen. Ed Houck and Del. Tim
Hugo for sponsoring the repeal
bills.”
“In the earnestness of trying to
solve the transportation issue, a
mistake was made. This was simply the wrong way to go about
funding transportation. And today is the day we correct all that,”

Houck commented after Kaine
signed the repeal into law.
Front Royal attorney and Town
Councilman Tom Sayre was
among the first to sound an alarm
over the fees. He referenced
Houck in reacting to the repeal.
“He was quoted in the governor’s
press release as saying ‘the dagger has gone through the beast’s
heart’ or something of that nature – it’s a beautiful thing,” Sayre
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Abusive fees
said of the repeal.
Local publicity
A public backlash over the
$750-$3,000 fees exploded statewide after it was revealed they
included relatively minor offenses, including learner’s permit violations, obstructed view,
improper signaling, and applied
only to those holding Virginia
driver’s licenses. Media attention to the nature of the so-called
abusive driver fees spread across
the state from right here in Front
Royal in the wake of Sayre’s June
7 interview with this reporter on
WZRV, 95.3 FM’s Valley Today
show and a series of subsequent
articles in Warren County Report
circulated statewide. As a defense
attorney with a client base potentially impacted by the fees, Sayre
was among the first in the state to
attack inclusion of the civil fees in
the 2007 Transportation Act.
A subsequent initiative from
the Front Royal Town Attorney’s
Office to have enforcement of the
civil driving fees removed from
Front Royal town traffic codes
brought an influx of state and
D.C. media to the Front Royal
Town Council meeting of July
23. However, a 4-3 majority with
Mayor James Eastham break-
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ing a 3-3 deadlock decided to
ere on the side of caution rather
than risk a state legislative backlash that might negatively impact
state revenues earmarked to the
town. In supporting the majority (Brooks, Darr, Grady and
the mayor) view, Eileen Grady
observed the civil fee issue was
a state problem that should be
resolved at the state level, rather
than by rebellious municipalities.
Responsible for prosecuting the
town’s civil fee cases, Town Attorney Tom Robinett told council
his legal opinion was that the fees
exclusive application to Virginia
driver’s violated state and federal
equal protection under the law
statutes.
Six months after the Front Royal
Town Council declined to lead a
“Virginia Fee Party” on legal principals, the governor began calling
for the abusive driver fee repeal.
The governor moved on the issue after statistical information
showed the fees were not raising
anywhere near the anticipated
revenue, which ranged from $65
million to $130 million per year.
Neither was there any statistical
evidence the fees were improving
highway safety in Virginia.
Throughout this region it was
“unofficially” acknowledged that
from street enforcement through

court systems, officials around
the state were increasingly prone
to reduce charges on lesser civil
fee offenses to prevent the apparent legal double jeopardy and
undue financial burden the fees
imposed on Virginia drivers.
Legal dominoes
The “civil remedial fees” are just
one of the funding mechanisms
of the 2007 Virginia Transportation Act that have now been
abolished.
The taxing and bond function
of Regional Authorities created
to raise transportation funding
for road projects in Northern Virginia and Hampton Roads were
struck down as illegal by the Virginia Supreme Court last month.
The state’s high court ruled the
Northern Virginia Regional
Transit Authority’s taxing power
was unconstitutional because the
authority was appointed rather
than elected.
State lawmakers are expected to
consider reconstruction of those
authorities along with statewide
solutions to replace lost transportation revenue in a special
legislative session Gov. Kaine
said he plans to call this spring
(see Kaine visits story elsewhere
in this issue) …
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With Wayside Theatre’s Youth Series production of “Romeo and Juliet” staging a final dress rehearsal nearby in the Skyline High auditorium, Kaine perhaps appropriately concluded by addressing the importance
of meaningful communications in the function of all human endeavors, including government.

State - Governor visits

Kaine cites importance of dialogue in state government
Governor brings ‘Town Hall’ meetings to county’s Skyline High

Virginia Governor Tim Kaine threatens to get physical with WCR’s Roger Bianchini during Town Hall
meeting at Skyline High School this fall - just kidding.
The governor, a short list finalist for the Democratic
vice presidential nomination in 2008, wasn’t really
threatening to choke the life out of your esteemed
reporter after learning of his support of Independent
Presidential candidate Ralph Nader.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
The evening of March 20th
Governor Tim Kaine brought his
road show to Warren County’s
Skyline High School for one in a
series of Town Hall meetings designed to bring state government
a little closer to those it ultimately
impacts.
After acknowledging the new
state of the art public educational
facility playing host to the event,
Kaine reviewed the collective
failures and successes of the recent legislative session and previewed hopes for a coming special session – largely to deal with
transportation funding – likely to
be called for May.
During his visit to Warren
County Kaine addressed a wide
range of topics from increased
educational opportunities for atrisk children, consumer protections, the environment, campaign
and election reform, transportation funding challenges and public safety, among others, before
taking questions from the public.
Those questions ranged from
the potential of legislative initiatives to hold insurance companies liable for unjust coverage
denials to local officials seeking
solutions to plummeting state

transportation revenues – “Our
Six-Year [Road] Plan looks more
like a 26-Year Plan,” Shenandoah
District Supervisor Richard Traczyk recently observed.
In the wake of defeat of a major regional funding aspect of
the 2007 Transportation Bill
– appointed regional authorities
empowered to raise money – by
the state Supreme Court, Kaine
said he was inclined to revisit a
statewide solution utilizing the

state’s relatively low gasoline and
car sales taxes to compensate for
the loss of as much as $500 million of anticipated road construction funding. Kaine called Virginia’s 17-cent gasoline tax one
of the nation’s lowest and pointed
out it had not been raised since
the mid-1980s. He also noted
that while the state’s general sales
tax was 5 percent, the car sales
tax was only 3 percent.
Kaine also said he would stand
with other governors and legislators nationwide in fighting private and federal moves to utilize
controversial “national security
corridor” designations to justify eminent domain seizures of
state lands for private business
initiatives. One such initiative is
the Dominion/Allegheny TrAIL
power line project through this
region to service the eastern
U.S. corridor from Ohio Valley
coal plants. The TrAIL project
remains a political hot potato in
both Virginia and West Virginia.
Among those Kaine fielded
questions from during his local
appearance were Warren County Administrator Doug Stanley,
former North River Supervisor
Ron Llewellyn, Warren County
Democratic Committee Chairman Eric Olsen, and recent
Democratic 27th District State
Senate candidate Karen Schultz.

Kaine was introduced to the local crowd assembled in the Skyline High cafeteria by Front Royal
Mayor James Eastham.
Who’s listening?
With Wayside Theatre’s Youth
Series production of “Romeo
and Juliet” staging a final dress
rehearsal nearby in the Skyline
High auditorium, Kaine perhaps
appropriately concluded by addressing the importance of meaningful communications in the

function of all human endeavors,
including government. Kaine observed that all Virginians would
be best served in the upcoming
special session and beyond if all
the state’s elected officials would
carry the principal of Town Hall
meetings back to Richmond.
“There’s no solution to this
which is just – hey, the government says this is the way it’s going
to be,” Kaine said of the proper
function of the state’s government …”
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“Thus, although the Constitution does not explicitly prohibit the delegation of such decisional authority concerning the imposition of taxes, that delegation is prohibited by
necessary implication …” – Va. Supreme Court

Va. Supreme Court rules against NVTA road taxing
Local plaintiff, delegate weigh in on decision, state funding responsibilities
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
On Feb. 29, the Virginia Supreme Court unanimously ruled
that one of two regional Transportation Authorities created by
the state legislature to generate
revenue streams for road improvements does not Constitutionally have the authority to
impose taxes. Two such special
authorities had been set up, one
in Northern Virginia, the other in
Hampton Roads.
By a 7-0 vote the court said
legislators improperly delegated
taxing powers to the unelected
members of the Northern Virginia Transportation Authority.
The law authorized the NVTA
to raise $300 million by levying
seven regional taxes and fees and
issuing bonds to pay for highway
projects. The court’s ruling invalidates those bonds.
Justice Bernard S. Goodwyn
wrote, “The General Assembly
has failed to adhere to the mandates of accountability and transparency that the Constitution
requires when the General Assembly exercises the legislative
taxing authority permitted by the
Constitution.”
Although the Supreme Court
ruling did not directly apply to
the Hampton Roads Transportation Authority, Gov. Tim Kaine
said it made any planned taxes
from that authority a moot point
as well.
The state high court ruling
drew divergent reactions from
two area politicians with a direct
stake in the decision.
Republican Front Royal Town

Councilman Tom Sayre is one
of the plaintiffs in the legal challenge of the Transpo act’s funding mechanisms led by Patrick
McSweeney, a Richmond attorney with conservative Republican ties. Sayre joined the
challenge after garnering a great
deal of publicity in opposing another funding aspect of the 2007
Transpo Bill, the civil remedial
fees. While eventually included
in the legal challenge of the bill,
Sayre pointed out the civil fees
challenge was separate to the
main thrust of the case challenging the creation of unelected regional taxing authorities.
“This is a problem when leaders
want to pass the buck instead of
being true leaders – if you want
to raise taxes, you must do it
yourself, do not pass the buck,”
Sayre said in the wake of the ruling. “Asking local governments
to take the hard work of getting
somebody else to do your job ain’t
a solution. This is also a problem
with unfunded mandates set by
higher legislative authorities over
lower legislative authorities.”
Eighteenth District Del. Clay
Athey took another perspective on the intent of the Assembly’s attempt to create regional
authorities to pay for regional
roads. When the legal challenge
of the 2007 Transpo Bill was filed
last year, Athey said he felt the regional authorities and their taxing
powers were a preferable alternative to a statewide gasoline tax
that would spread the cost of primarily urban road improvements
to all Virginia’s citizens, including those who would receive no
direct benefit from those roads.

“Local Knowledge..... Global Reach”

540-675-1675

www.piedmontsir.com
12693 Lee Highway, Washington, Va 22747

	  “I felt it was unfair for my constituents to pay a huge gas tax increase to build roads in Northern
Virginia and Hampton Roads. If
they want more roads in their
districts, let their constituents
pay for them – not mine,” Athey
said of funding responsibilities.
While Athey singled out Democratic Gov. Tim Kaine for criticism for the opinion the authorities were constitutional, other
sources across the state pointed
out Kaine was relying, at least in
part, on the advice of Republican
Attorney General Bob McDonnell …
In typical “legalese” the high
court ruling illustrated that the
parameters of state taxing authority is far from a black and white
issue, to wit – “Upon review of
the constitutional provisions set
forth above, we conclude that
the Constitution, in keeping with
rights enumerated in Article I,
Section 6 of the Constitution’s Bill
of Rights, clearly contemplates
that taxes must be imposed only
by a majority of the elected representatives of a legislative body
… Thus, although the Constitution does not explicitly prohibit
the delegation of such decisional
authority concerning the imposition of taxes, that delegation is
prohibited by necessary implication, and the General Assembly
may not delegate its taxing power
to a non-elected body such as
NVTA.” (emphasis added)
Be that as it may, Athey bemoaned the alternative now on
the table of a statewide gasoline
tax increase that will primarily
fund road construction in two of
Virginia’s most urbanized areas,
Northern Virginia and Hampton
Roads. Of a pending state gas tax,
Athey predicted, “it would have
to be over 50 cents per gallon
to satisfy the Northern Virginia
and Hampton Roads delegation,
which now makes up by itself a
majority of the votes in the House
of Delegates … The bill creating
the authorities, which was sent
Give your business the exposure it
needs by placing an ad in the only
locally-owned newspaper in Warren
County.
Call 540-636-1014

to Governor Kaine’s desk, required the local elected officials
in Northern Virginia and Hampton Roads to vote to increase the
taxes on their constituents to
fund the Regional Authority.”
Athey said it is the Assembly
voting strength comprised by
those two urban areas’ delegates

and those delegates’ unwillingness to ask their own constituents
to pay for their regional transportation needs that has created the
current situation.
“I will continue to oppose a
statewide gas tax increase to pay
for roads in Norfolk and Arlington,” Athey concluded.
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(State police spokesperson) Tyler said Trooper Forrester’s speed at the time of the accident may never be
released due to Freedom of Information exemptions related to personnel matters. “I would hope that at
the end of the day all the pertinent information will be made available – and I assume it will be in a court
of law.” – Front Royal Town Councilman Stan Brooks

State secrets

Questions remain about state trooper collision
Public’s right to know at issue as accident investigation continues

By Roger Bianchini
and Dan McDermott
Warren County Report
(Note: When a serious, if nonfatal traffic accident involving a
speeding state police cruiser and
a vehicle turning on to North
Shenandoah Avenue occurred on
Dec. 11, 2007, this paper attempted to ascertain the circumstances.
We felt the fact the involved civilian driver, Lee Barrett of Front
Royal, was charged with DUI and
related offenses did not explain
the apparent speed of a police vehicle responding to what was described a routine traffic stop. Our
inquiry to the Virginia State Police revealed Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) exemptions that
could keep all the circumstances

of the accident from the public’s
eye. While info released later by
the state police exonerated Trooper D.E. Forrester, the overriding
issue of the public’s right to know
all details of governmental activities impacting the public safety

remain unresolved.)
As the Town of Front Royal
ponders how slow is slow enough
to keep its streets safe for its citizens, a Dec. 11 accident has left
one citizen seriously injured and

Loving, local Christian
couple seeks private
adoption of infant.
W ill provide for all
legal expenses. Call
us toll free and let’s
talk some more.

(866) 317-8054

law enforcement to ponder policies on how fast is fast enough
to offer backup for routine traffic
stops.

Division II Virginia State Police
Public Information Officer, Sgt.
F.L. Tyler said Trooper D.E. Forrester observed a Front Royal Po-
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Kathy’s Beauty Barn

State secrets
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Thanks to all our customers! We look forward to serving you in 2009!
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477-D South Street • Front Royal, VA
Royal Plaza Shopping Center

540-636-9970
lice traffic stop “and something he saw alerted him
to what he thought was not routine about that traffic stop.” …
Tyler confirmed the 22-year-old Forrester was responding as backup to the FRPD traffic stop when
his marked 2007 Ford Crown Victoria State Police
Cruiser slammed into a 1987 Crown Victoria driven
by 36-year-old Lee Barrett of Front Royal. Barrett,
who lives with his wife Cynthia on Strasburg Road,
is believed to have pulled into the trooper’s path attempting to turn left out of the East Coast Gas Station/Convenience Store on the west side of Shenandoah Avenue.
Tyler’s initial information was that Forrester was
southbound into town when the accident occurred.
The impact of the collision, which occurred at 10:12
p.m., left the trooper’s car facing north …
Information forthcoming?
Tyler said Forrester’s speed at the time of the accident may never be released due to Freedom of Information exemptions related to internal personnel

issues.
Tyler also said the same restrictions apply to accidents involving law enforcement that apply to the
general public on the release of accident information. Tyler pointed out police only releases names,
types of vehicles and charges stemming from accidents.
So in addition to Barrett’s name and vehicle description, it is also known he was soon charged
with multiple offenses, including DUI, 2nd offense,
driving on a suspended license and refusal to take
a breath or blood test. Trooper J.C. Schiavone filed
those charges against Barrett …
Tyler said the result of the state police investigation of the accident being headed by Sgt. J.D. Stump
of the Kernstown office would “presumably” be
turned over to the Warren County Commonwealth’s
Attorney’s Office for review.
“I would hope that at the end of the day all the
pertinent information will be made available – and
I assume it will be in a court of law,” Front Royal
Town Councilman Stan Brooks said.

• Unable to load pictures onto your
new digital photo frame?
• Need help downloading on your new
device?
How frustrating!
Call our highly experienced technicians
here at Royal Oak Computers and set
up an appointment today!
We are happy to assist with
Office problems, transferring
installing wireless equipment:
you out! We can work with
computer, or face to face!

wireless connections, Microsoft
of data, fixing networks and
Royal Oak Computers can help
you over the phone, over the

Call today!
131 East Main Street • Front Royal, VA 22630
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Place your valentine in February’s special Valentine’s section. Call Leanne at
540-305-6347 or email her at lbryant@warrencountyreport.com

“Ruff, ruff” - Humane Upheaval

Humane board recalled under contentious circumstances
Accusations fly over membership voting eligibility, animal care priorities

Jeanette Farrell, front left, & Kim Vohs, back right,
display their anti-board ballots among supporters.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

for one community non-profit organization.)

(Note: It began with a Valentine’s
Day board of directors’ decision
not to return an escaped pet to
the owner, proceeded through
staff conflicts with the WCSO,
and culminated with the Oct. 16
recall of the entire Humane Society of Warren County Board
of Directors. Below are excerpts
from two stories published following that October board recall
summarizing a tumultuous year

It may have come as no surprise
to Humane Society of Warren
County Board of Directors President Douglas R. Scott that he was
about to lose a vote of the general
membership to oust his entire
board on Oct. 16. With a standing
room crowd of 110 or more people gathered in the Santmeyers
Youth Center the writing was on
the wall. As debate escalated over
the recall move it seemed Scott’s

City Styles
Hair Salon - Spa
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• So Cap Hair Extensions
• Extreme Eyelash Extensions - Tear Proof...great for Brides!
• Facials
• Massage
• Color Lab
• Make Up Artistry

50 Riverton Commons Plaza • Front Royal, VA 22630

540-631-3237

support was confined largely to
the rest of the five-member board
with which he sat and a small
number of recently hired Julia
H. Wagner Animal Shelter staffers hand picked to counter inhouse opposition Scott believes
conspired to discredit him and
his board in the wake of a rash of
turnovers beginning in June.
In fact Scott told the crowd
“this is more about networking
and friendships” than issues as
the recall vote loomed.
When all the arguing and finger pointing was over Scott announced the result of the recall
vote: 38-16-1.
“The recall vote has failed,” Scott
deadpanned, quickly adding, “Just
kidding, it has succeeded by a 69
percent margin.” The one isolated
vote was to recall only Scott and
leave the remainder of the board
in place.
Removed along with Scott,
were Dr. Richard Hammett, Ken
Garvey, Mary Williams and Ted
Kane. The board was down to
five members following the June
9 resignation of Kim Vohs in
protest of the ouster of Shelter
Director Jeanette Farrell and the
Sept. 29 removal of board Vice
President Lou Landerer …
Elected to the HSWC Board
of Directors following the recall
were local resident and Manas-

Parkside
Renovations
• Handyman
Services
• Drywall
• Painting
• Remodeling
• Decks
• Small Jobs
Donald B. Quarton

(540) 635-1943

sas area veterinarian Kent Smith,
Mike Kenyon, Kim Vohs, Judge
John Ewell, Middleburg Humane Society founder and Director Hillary Bogley and Charles
Hamner. In an impromptu first
meeting under a street light by
the youth center parking lot the
board elected officers – Kenyon,
president; Bogley, vice president;
Hamner, secretary; and Ewell,
treasurer.
Former and again board Presi-

dent Kenyon later addressed the
recall vote margin. He pointed out
that the 16 people whose memberships had been terminated by
Scott prior to the meeting were
polled and indicated they would
have added their votes against
the current board – “So the margin would have been more like 80
percent if they had been allowed
to vote,” Kenyon said …
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“Ruff, ruff” - Humane Upheaval
The Nadia factor

The Oct. 16 HSWC board turnover was the second in 17 months
and reflected changing alliances
and controversies surrounding
how the Wagner shelter has operated and prioritized its function over that time.
In late spring of 2007 Scott,
who had become board president
about six months earlier when
Mike Kenyon resigned those duties, called for the ouster of Kenyon and three other board members – Kelly Walker, Judge Ewell
and Christine Winterkorn …
Scott characterized the June
2007 board turnover as procedurally correct and an expression
of the will of the general membership – 16 months later it seemed
that turnabout was fair play.
In 2007 Scott admitted to paying for society memberships for a
number of shelter staff as a “gesture of holiday good will” prior
to the 2007 board membership
controversy coming to a vote. At
the June 2007 special meeting attended by many of those new humane society members Scott had
brought on board, Kenyon, Walk-

er, Ewell and Winterkorn’s ousters were finalized. A fifth board
member, Carol Goddard, then
resigned in protest over the action and its method. Other than
Scott, only board Treasurer Ted
Kane survived that shake up.
The Scott-led board eventually
included Vohs, Garvey, Williams,
Hammett, Kane and Lou Landerer. Garvey works with Scott
at Scott’s non-profit right to life
organization, Life Decisions International. Williams is Garvey’s
stepmother. Landerer is a neighbor of Scott’s. And Hammett is a
Strasburg veterinarian who supported Scott initiatives to reduce
euthanasia as a population and
disease-control mechanism at
the shelter.
Despite a small hourly wage increase for shelter staff in the wake
of the 2007 board turnover and
Vohs’ immediate installation as a
board member, relations between
Scott and some of his former allies began to sour within the year.
Perhaps ironically, it was aspects
of that promised hands on board
involvement that led to trouble.
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Final hire
One unexpected development prior to the recall vote was
Scott’s introduction of a new Julia H. Wagner Shelter director
to replace second Interim Shelter Director Brenda Helsley. The
new permanent (hopefully longer
than six days) shelter director introduced by Scott on Oct. 16 is
Jane Johnson. Johnson told the
crowd she had to retire from her
animal control position with the
Warren County Sheriff ’s Office
due a back injury and consequent
disability …
Give your business the exposure it needs
by placing an ad in the only locally-owned
newspaper in Warren County. Call 540-636-1014

In Appreciation of our Valued Customers!

Inside Wal-Mart
(540) 635-7351
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Changing alliances
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Doug Scott explains recall vote procedure as TV 3
camera watches, along with, seated from left, new
Shelter Director Jane Johnson and the interim director she replaced, Brenda Helsley.

Vohs resigned her board positions in protest of the forced
ouster of Farrell on June 9. That
ouster followed Farrell, Scott
and several other board members’ (Vohs, Kane, Scott and
Hammett’s) first court appearance four days earlier in a civil
suit filed by Kathy Mauk. Mauk
was attempting to sue the entire
humane board and the shelter
director over a refusal to have
her dog Nadia returned to her
from the shelter following a sixth
documented escape from her rural South River District home off
Browntown Road. Collarless and
tagless, Nadia was picked up by
WCSO Animal Control on Feb.
12 and taken to the shelter. By a
Feb. 14 board meeting there appeared to be a unified front in
refusing to return Nadia to the
Mauck household.
But with civil liabilities as high
as $15,000 hanging over each defendants’ head things began unraveling … With Farrell out and
Vohs resigned, infighting accelerated between the board and shelter staff over policies regarding
euthanasia, overcrowding and
allegations over resultant disease
among the shelter’s cat population. Also at issue was fault over
a lack of legally required paperwork involving the movement
and treatment of cats at Hammett’s veterinary practice.
Violations reported by Farrell
based on information supplied
by shelter staff lead to citations
by the state vets office against the
board of directors and the shelter
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“I think it is awesome how quickly things have turned around … Jane has been doing a
great job just getting dumped into this … And we thank all the community for their support and for their well wishes.” – new HSWC Board President Mike Kenyon

“Ruff, ruff” - Humane Upheaval

Wagner Shelter two weeks later – ‘a remarkable change’
In the wake of contentious board recall, humans & animals move on
have turned around. It is a lot
quicker than we anticipated. Jane
has been doing a great job just
getting dumped into this immediately. And we thank all the
community for their support and
for their well wishes.”
“The first week was hectic,”
Johnson admitted. “Nothing was
maintained, we were out of medication, there were staff training
issues. I’m not blaming [staff ] –
there was a management change
here about every week, wasn’t it?
It smelled bad; it was filthy. But
we’ve gotten it back to the way it
should be.”

Nadia the dog prior to her unfortunate February escape that unleashed an unexpected series of events
within the local animal shelter and humane society.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
In the wake of her sometimes
colorful comments during an ultimately successful Oct. 16 Humane Society of Warren County
Board of Directors recall meeting (see related story), one might
wonder how newly hired Julia H.

Wagner Animal Shelter Director
Jane Johnson would be adjusting
to life with a board of directors
other than the ousted one that
gave her a 3-year contract the day
of the recall meeting.
The verdict according to both
Johnson and newly re-installed
HSWC Board President Mike
Kenyon is just fine.
“Things are wonderful. I told
Jane to trust her instincts on
staffing issues and I think it is
awesome how quickly things

So while it’s still early in a
changing landscape, it seems that
wherever the blame has lain for
the recent tumult at the HSWC
and its shelter, the recent board
turnover has had an initially positive impact in moving things forward onto more steady footing
for both humans and animals at
the Wagner shelter.
But even the ousted board and
its president’s harshest critics

may have to admit their adversaries got at least one thing right in
the end – after months of firings,
hirings, refirings and walkouts, it
appears the previous board’s final
hire was on the money. At dawn’s
first light in the wake of the Oct.
16 rocket’s red recall glare, it appears Jane Johnson is the right
person, in the right place, at the
right time for the Julia H. Wagner
Animal Shelter.
437-A South Royal Avenue
Front Royal, VA 22630

540-635-9808
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Johnson is very familiar with the
Wagner shelter from her years as
a Warren County Sheriff ’s Office
animal control officer. As she explained at the recall meeting she
had to give up that work sue to a
back and shoulder injury.
“When Kimmie Vohs was here
[as shelter director, pre-2007] the
place ran as smooth as glass and a
lot of those people have graciously agreed to come back. Ashley
[Priest] and Anna Marie [Fahey]
are the only two who stayed with
me after I took over on the 17th.
Everybody else are old employees
who came back or new ones that
I found that are so good” …
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“His innocence was so grand. I miss him every moment. I feel him everywhere – I guess
the notion of the one heart got through to me and that is a wonderful legacy.” – a friend’s
recollection of murdered Buddhist Monk Mogu

Murder mystery

A personal remembrance of a soul in wonder
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

(Note: The still unsolved late June
murder of Fauquier-based Buddhist Monk Mogu rocked members of this community with close
personal and professional ties to
the Korean native known to many
here for his healing work)
A Warren County resident who
befriended the Korean Buddhist
monk murdered at his home in
Marshall late last month recalls a
gentle spirit with a gift for healing.
The woman, who asked to remain anonymous due to unanswered questions about the murder, met Du Chil Park as Monk
Mogu, a practitioner of acupuncture and other Eastern medical
techniques. Over 18 months ago
Mogu was recommended by a
friend for potential treatment of

her son, who suffers from a muscular disability. Not only did the
monk have success in treating her
son’s back pain from scoliosis related to his condition, but he also
had great success treating her for
arthritic symptoms that severely
limited her mobility at times.
“The monk was so innocent that
we could do things in life that he
hadn’t experienced because he
wouldn’t take any money from
me and I believe that was common of how he was. I took him
to the airport one time and he
was going to fly home and treat
poor people, very poor people in
Korea for months with his acupressure. He had what he called
a shelter that some people took
care of while he was gone. And
he would return once a year for
a couple months and treat them
and help them with their different
health ailments. So I would say I
must reimburse you in some way

for treating my son and he would
say, ‘No, no – not necessary.’ ”
However, the offer led to social
outings at which the monk exhibited a childlike sense of wonder
that was striking to her Western
sense of adult sensibilities.
“I would take him to different
places where he could see different parts of life that he hadn’t
experienced because he was a
monk and he told me he had been
a political prisoner years ago in
his native Korea and he hadn’t
had a lot of experience there. I
don’t watch TV, so I’m not really
in touch with the political aspect
of it – but we developed a friendship, we were great friends because I wanted to thank him for
helping my child and helping me.
“And it was his innocent spirit,
his innocent soul that amazed
me. You could introduce him
to things like he was a child. He
would see things for the first time
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Monk Mogu was very fond of Sammy the cat. “He is
very clever cat,” he often told Sammy’s owner. Courtesy Photos/Jungtosa Temple
and he would say, ‘Oh my goodness I’ve never experienced this
in my life, my heart beats as one,
as this person’s heart beats.’ It
would be an awesome thing and
you could feel his wonder. He
taught me that we are all of one
heart and that we must always remember we are of the one heart.”
Mogu’s experiences with his local friend culminating with a June
14 Gordon Lightfoot concert at
Wolf Trap less than two weeks
before his death.
“He’d never been to a concert
before and he told me that was
the first time he had ever been
at a peaceful place where there

were so many people in one place
at one time and that the energy
was beautiful. Before when he’d
been in large crowds it was not
as positive – political rallies or
what not – but Gordon Lightfoot
was a very positive experience
for him. But his favorite was Pink
Floyd’s music – I don’t know if
you should print that though …”
“His innocence was so grand.
I miss him every moment. I feel
him everywhere – I guess the notion of the one heart got through
to me and that is a wonderful
legacy …
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Joys of country living

“Toto, I don’t think we’re in suburbia anymore!”

Neighbors point fingers (not guns) during shooting debate
Tempers flare over proximity of gunfire, deer carcasses and ‘Turkey Buzzards’

I am NOT
a buzzard!

By Greg Johnson
Warren County Report
Neighbors seeking a county
code change to add the Stonewall Estates Subdivision (SES)
to the list of county subdivisions
where the discharge of firearms
is legally prohibit ran into a technical difficulty in the wake of a
sometimes contentious Dec. 16
Public Hearing before the Warren County Board of Supervisors. That difficulty was that the
request came from individuals,
rather than an official neighborhood entity such as a property

owners association. The subdivision does not have a formal
property owners association as
of yet.
Following the public hearing,
County Administrator Doug
Stanley told the board the reason
to have county codes amended
to include the discharge of firearms as a misdemeanor violation
within neighborhoods was to
give the Sheriffs Office authority
to bring criminal charges against
violators. Citing the public hearing debate, North River Supervisor Glenn White observed that
property owners had already

agreed not to discharge firearms
within the boundaries of the subdivision by signing the neighborhood covenants and were further
subject to existing state codes on
the discharge of firearms. The
board majority also concluded
that the matter was one in which
it was necessary to have some
entity other than individuals act
for the subdivision.
The Board voted down a motion to approve the requested
ordinance addition by a 3-2 vote,
Carter, Glavis and Fox forming
the majority, acknowledging that
were a Property Owners Association formed, the new POA
could reintroduce the request.
In introducing the public hearing on the request, County Attorney Blair Mitchell told the board
that several residents of the subdivision had petitioned the board
to add their subdivision to the
seven subdivisions within Warren County where such behavior
is subject to criminal prosecution. Mitchell said petitioning
residents reported hearing extensive gunfire and produced an
e-mailed photo picturing dead
deer carcasses in close proximity
of one home in the area. Mitchell
reported that the neighborhood
covenants prohibit the discharge
of firearms within the subdivisions boundaries, but those
covenants provide only civil
remedies, not enforceable by the
Warren County Sheriffs Office.
Resident Mary Dougherty told
the Supervisors that residents
hear gunfire throughout hunting
season and expressed concern
for the safety of the children and
a resultant decrease in property values. She did observe that
properties adjacent to the neighborhood did permit the discharge
of firearms for hunting and other
sporting purposes. Tom Dougherty followed and reiterated the
issues his wife had expressed.
In an impassioned statement
citing the 14th Amendment of
the United States Constitution,
Herb Dunkle said that equal protection under the law was the primary underlying issue of the discussion. Dunkle, who has butted
heads with the county over ordi-

nance restrictions imposing aesthetic standards on how private
property must be maintained,
said county codes should not exceed Virginia state law on the use
of firearms or any other property
right. State law, he stated, makes
it unlawful to discharge a firearm
within 100 yards of any structure,
road or pathway. That is all the
legislation necessary to address
the concerns expressed during
the public hearing, Dunkle told
the board.
Following Dunkle’s observations, Ray Clark said of his neighbors seeking the new county ordinance – “These people are out
of control.”
“All the property owners signed
these [neighborhood] covenants
prohibiting the use of firearms
but they would have you believe
that people are ‘running wild’ on
the roads, firing guns and jumping ATV’s over car hoods,” Clark
said.
Clark further stated that any
resident could bring suit against
any other resident in court for
violating SES covenants and
that the issue was a matter for
civil remedy between neighbors,
rather than the impetus for a
county ordinance change. Clark
told the Board his intention
was not to ‘cast stones ‘ at any
one but asserted he was being
wrongly accused by his neighbors on the firearms violations.
Clark surmised no civil action
had been brought against him
over those alleged violations due
to his neighbors’ own liability on
other covenant violations. He
also brought the board’s attention to the Warren County map
of the Cooley Road area where it
had been alleged that firearm violations were taking place. Clark
contended that previous speakers were exaggerating the density
of the houses in the area.
Clark also directly asked the
board who sent the accusing email photos targeting him, adding that any deer found dead on
his property were taken legally.
Per public hearing guidelines,
Clark got no direct response to
his question from the board.
Despite Clark’s assertions

about the neighborhood’s layout,
another resident, Dr. Garrigan,
told the board the neighborhood
was too ‘tightly packed’ to permit
the safe use of firearms. Garrigan
supported earlier speakers’ concerns for the safety of residents
and their children.
Don Eckers was next to the podium. Eckers turned to Clark in
the audience and stated, “I sent
the e-mails.” Board Chairman
Archie Fox then admonished
Eckers, reminding the speaker
to address his remarks to the
board, rather than others present. Eckers then told the board
that “Turkey Buzzards” had been
lined up on the peak of the roof
of his home across the road from
Clark’s property. Eckers said his
wife, whom he characterized as a
‘country girl from Utah,’ told him
there must be ‘carcasses nearby’
to attract the buzzards. Eckers
said he later walked about thirty
steps onto Clark’s property where
he had seen and photographed
about five deer carcasses within
a 10 by 30-yard area.
Perhaps attempting to lighten
the mood, Supervisor Glenn
White informed Eckers that the
proper name of the birds roosting on his roof was ‘Turkey Vulture,’ rather than ‘Buzzard,” or
more properly, simply ‘Vultures.”
Clark, who had earlier commented that any deer on his
property had been taken legally,
then returned to the podium and
informed the assembly it was his
intention to obtain a trespassing
complaint against Eckers. Clark
then fingered Eckers for the earlier alleged covenant violations,
citing an undue accumulation of
trash bags at his neighbor’s residence.

This ad costs less than
twenty bucks. Give your
business the exposure it
needs by placing an ad
in the only locally-owned
newspaper in Warren
County.

Call 540-305-6347
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Life in Warren

Order your valentine by calling Leanne at 540-305-6347
lbryant@warrencountyreport.com

Pawsitive Pup makes dog grooming more convenient

In an attempt to help busy dog
owners keep their dogs looking
and feeling great, Pawsitive Pup
offers a dog grooming service
that comes to your doorstep.
Pawsitive Pup, a new local mo-

Karaoke
Morning Captured
I rushed out to capture it
(As if I could)
The ice covered pines and majestic trees
We had lived under the storm watch for two days.
The sun came out and before the melt
I knew that I needed to see
Every blade of grass and limb of tree
Enshrined in perfect harmony.
As the glint of rainbow surfaced from the gleam
Of sunlight and ice forming the crystal
It was clear to this observer that God knew full well
How to protect us from the rush of life.
As the hawk flew overhead
And the limbs came crashing down
As water melted down my arm sleeve
I tried to steal a moment in time.
Frozen in memory will be this glorious morning
When the sun brought life back to the meadow and woods
Where winter had lived for a day or more
An icy world too serene to disturb.
						
						

Mary Ellen South
Poem and Photo

bile dog grooming service, offers
a totally self-contained grooming
salon on wheels in the convenience of your driveway. The unit
is equipped with a generator, water heater, air conditioner, fresh

and gray water tanks and all the
conveniences of a regular grooming salon.
“Most grooming salons keep
your dog in a crate before and
after grooming. They are subject
to other dogs, loud noises and
being handled by more than one
person” said Laurie Hilvers. “We
provide a more personalized service to keep your dog looking its
best. Two trips to the grooming
salon can be eliminated with one
simple visit from Pawsitive Pup.”
This service allows your dogs to
be pampered without the nervous
emotions that come with being in
an unfamiliar environment. Your
dog feels great because it is at
home.
For more information about
Pawsitive Pup mobile grooming
service, please visit their website
www.pawspup.com or call 540683-6370.

The ghost of Christmas Eves’ past visited
the 300 block of Jamestown Road.

Mon - Wed
9 pm - 1:30 am
Thurs
10 pm - 1:30 am

Union Hall
Bar & Grill
231 Chester Street
Front Royal, VA

(540) 636-6811

Photo by Janice Miller.

Okay, so you aren’t Shakespeare.
But your special someone would
still probably love getting a
valentine from you in Warren
County Report.
See Leanne Bryant, our resident cupidologist. She’ll
hook you up with a terrific valentine.
(And yes, she’ll even help you write it.)

Valentine hotline: 540-305-6347
lbryant@warrencountyreport.com

Mid January, 2009 • Warren County Report • Page 35

Please e-mail brief calendar notices in this format to:
layout@warrencountyreport.com
Bluegrass Party
Fri, January 9, 2009
7 pm – 10 pm
Browntown Community Center

hosting a “Mid-Eastern Dinner and
Dance Performance” with a silent
auction. Tickets are $30.00/adults and
$5.00/children 12 and under.

Everyone is invited to Browntown’s
Bluegrass Pickin’ Party held at
Browntown
Community
Center
in Browntown, Virginia. You will
hear gospel and old time music by
acoustic instruments only. All levels of
musicians welcome. Food/Drinks are
available for sale. More Information:
(540)636-3588.

Front Royal Oratorio Society
First rehearsal for Spring season
Mon, Jan. 12th
7:30 P.M.
Fulton Fine Arts Center
Randolph-Macon Academy

Dinner & Performance
Sat, January 10, 2009
5 pm – 8 pm
Elks Lodge in Front Royal
The Blue Ridge Education Center is
hosting a “Mid-Eastern Dinner and
Dance Performance” with a silent
auction. Tickets are $30.00/adults and
$5.00/children 12 and under.
Gold’s Gym Open House
Sat, January 10, 2009
9 am - 2 pm
Gold’s Gym in the Royal Plaza shopping
center, will be holding an Open House
and Member Appreciation Day on
Saturday January 10, 2009 from 9am
until 2pm. Planned activities open to
the public free of charge include gym
tours, face painting for the children,
meet the Personal Trainers, and a
variety of group exercise classes.
The first 100 members or guests
through the door will also receive a free
Gold’s Gym water bottle. Additionally,
any member that brings in a guest will
receive a special promotional T –shirt,
while supplies last.
For more information contact Casey
Cope at (540) 636-3400 or visit us at
www. goldsgym.com/frontroyalva

Town Council Meeting
Mon, January 12, 2009
7 pm – 8 pm
Warren County Government Center

the first of 11 Bluegrass Jam Sessions
at the fire station at 221 North
Commerce Avenue in Front Royal.
These jam sessions will be ACOUSTIC
INSTRUMENTS ONLY and held on the
third Friday of each month from Jan.
to Dec. except May. We encourage
all musicians, regardless of age or
experience to attend. There will be
food and drinks sold separately to help
raise money. There is NO ADMISSION
CHARGE. Donations are greatly
appreciated and will accepted during
these events. All proceeds will benefit
The Front Volunteer Fire and Rescue
Department to help support the daily
operations. These events will be
held in a non smoking environment,
however, designated places will be
provided for those who wish to smoke.
This event is open to all age groups
and all welcome to attend. For more
information please contact Patrick
Harvey or Phillip Charles at the Front
Royal Fire and Rescue Department at
540-635-2540.

Board of Architectural Review
Tue, January 13, 2009
7:30 pm – 8:30 pm
Front Royal Town Hall

Board of Zoning Appeals
Mon, January 19, 2009
7 pm – 8 pm
Warren County Government Center

The meeting is held in the upstairs
Conference Room.

Christian Unity Service
Tue, January 20, 2009
7 pm
First Baptist Church of Front Royal

The Society is seeking singers, all
voice sections, to join the chorus to
learn and perform works of various
composers. Anyone interested is
invited to call (540) 622-6974 or (540)
667-0867 for more information about
FROS, which has been presenting
free concerts for music lovers for over
45 years.

Bluegrass Jam Session
Fri, Jan 16, 2009
Front Royal Vol. Fire and Rescue
The Front Royal Volunteer Fire and
Rescue Department will be presenting

The service will be held at the First
Baptist Church of Front Royal (14
W. First St.) and will begin promptly
at 7:00PM on Tuesday, January 20,
2009.
This special service is organized by
the FRWCMA each year as part of the
Worldwide Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity. This year’s theme is “That They
May Become One In Your Hand.” We
will be joined by the Williams Chapel
Mass Choir of Front Royal, VA and by
Rev. Dr. Harold A. Carter, pastor of the
New Shiloh Baptist Church, Baltimore,
MD. Rev. Carter will be preaching
from Ezekiel 37:15-19, 22-24a. His
sermon is titled, The Miracle of Two
Sticks Becoming One.
On this particularly historic
Inauguration Day, we invite you to
join us for this wonderful opportunity
to celebrate the unity that we can
experience in and through Christ
Jesus. For more information and
for printable bulletin inserts, please
visit the Association’s website (www.
frwcma.org/unity.htm).
A “Ministry Fair” will be held
immediately following the service
in the Fellowship Hall. Join us for a
time of fellowship as we enjoy cookies
and other treats. Various ministries
and social service organizations

The Ministers of the Front Royal/
Warren County Ministerial Association
(FRWCMA) invite you to participate
in our annual Christian Unity Service.

from across Warren County will have
information tables/booths set up
around the room for you to visit.
If you would like more information
about the Christian Unity Service, the
Ministry Fair, or would like to volunteer
to bring cookies, please contact Chris
Weber (cweber@rockland.cc or
540.878.0311).
Planning Commission Meeting
Wed, January 21, 2009
7 pm – 8 pm
Warren County Government Center
Bridal Showcase
If weddings are a part of your business, then your business needs to be
a part of the 2009 I Do Bridal Showcase. The showcase will be held at
Bowling Green Country Club. Spaces
are available at all levels. Contact
Heather to reserve your space today
at 635-3185 or hgrimsley@frontroyalchamber.com.

You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown

Please e-mail brief calendar notices
in this format to:
layout@warrencountyreport.com

Lawyers serving
injured persons
involved in:

Simply Cedar Log Homes

• Automobile accidents

(local dealer for Katahdin Cedar Log Homes)

• Tractor-trailer
accidents
• Wrongful death cases
• Workers’
compensation
losses

Dinner Dance
Sat, January 10, 2009
5pm – 8pm
Elks Lodge in Front Royal

Carl N. Lauer

Managing Attorney

636-3030

The Blue Ridge Education Center is

FREE to good home: 2
very cuddly, loveable male
cats. Both fixed. MUST go
together. Contact Darin @
540-622-3740

Activities & events

As simple as ABC. Affordable – Beautiful - Comfortable
If you’d like more information, contact us @
(540) 636-8400 or simplycedarlogs@aol.com

1-800-698-4907
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Front Royal-Warren County Chamber of Commerce
Happy New Year!
NEW & IMPROVED CHAMBER
SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM
Sponsorship has its privileges! Your
Chamber has unveiled new and
improved sponsorship package designed with our members’ needs in
mind. Sponsorship opportunities are
available for all members, small to
large. Contact the Chamber at 6353185 or info@frontroyalchamber.com
for more information. The deadline
to sign up for sponsorship is January
15th. Sponsorships are offered on a
first-come, first-serve basis.
BRIDAL SHOWCASE
If weddings are a part of your business,
then your business needs to be a part
of the 2009 I Do Bridal Showcase.
The showcase will be held on Sunday, February 8th at Bowling Green
Country Club. Spaces are available
at all levels. Contact the Chamber to
reserve your space today at 635-3185
or info@frontroyalchamber.com.
REALITY STORE VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED
The Chamber’s Education Committee
is coordinating the “Reality Store” for
all sophomores at Warren County and
Skyline High Schools. The Reality
Store will take place at Skyline High
School on Wednesday, February 11th
and Warren County High School on
Thursday, February 12th from noon
until 2:30 p.m. on both days. The
Reality Store provides students with a
look at life after high school and helps
teach a valuable lesson on the importance of further education. Volunteers
are needed for both days. Contact the
Chamber at 635-3185 or info@frontroyalchamber.com to volunteer or for
more information.

for the title of best BBQ! If you are
interested in serving on the BBQ
Festival committee, competing in the
event, or being a crafter at the event
– contact Pam Riffle at priffle@frontroyalchamber.com or 635-3185.
CHAMBER DAY AT THE CAPITOL
Virginia Chamber members, local
chamber of commerce executives
and members from across the Commonwealth will convene at the Library
of Virginia for a briefing on the issues
before the 2009 Virginia General Assembly. Chamber Day at the Capitol
participants will hear from Virginia’s
top leadership and will then have the
opportunity to walk across the street
to Capitol Square and meet with their
representatives as well. Confirmed
speakers are Lt. Governor Bill Bolling, Attorney General Bob McDonnell,
and Speaker of the House Bill Howell.
Governor Tom Kaine has also been
invited to speak. Chamber Day at the
Capitol is a wonderful opportunity for
the business community to come together and meet with Virginia’s leadership. Cost to attend is $55 including
lunch and $35 without lunch. Contact
the Chamber for additional information.
MEMBER NEWS
What? Front Royal/Warren County
Relay for Life Kick-Off Party When?
January 10, 2009 6:30PM- 8:00PM
Where? North Warren Fire Hall, 89
Rockland Rd., Front Royal, VA Who?
Team Captains, Team members, anyone interested in starting a team, corporate sponsors....everyone is invited!
Why? Get information on the 2009
Relay for Life event, register your
team, learn how to start a team, get
fundraising ideas or learn how you can
be a corporate sponsor! There will be
games and door prizes! Wear purple
and bring a friend! Visit our new website at www.FRWCRelay.org
The Blue Ridge Educational Center
will hold a Mid Eastern Dinner and
Dance Performance on Saturday,
January 10, 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. at the
Elks Lodge on Guard Hill Road. Purchase your tickets early! Last year’s
show sold out!! RSVP by January 3rd
at 631-9503.

VALLEY SMOKIN’ BBQ FESTIVAL
The Chamber is pleased to announce
that the “Valley Smokin BBQ Festival”
has been sanctioned by the Kansas
City BBQ Society. The BBQ Festival
will be held on October 2 & 3, 2009.
This event promises to bring teams
from all over the country to compete

Blue Ridge Housing Network is hosting a free VHDA Homeownership Education Class on January 14th & 21st,
2009 between 6:00pm – 9:00pm both
nights at 115 Chester Street, Front
Royal. This program is designed to
take the mystery out of the home buying process and help first-time home-

buyers prepare to make the important
choices related to homeownership.
We will go over Personal Finances,
Credit Reports, Role of the Lender,
Working with your Real Estate Agent,
Home Inspections and Closing you
Mortgage Loan. The is a Freddie Mac
and Fannie Mac approved class. For
Reservation call (540) 622-2711.
CommonWealth One Federal Credit
Union on Shenandoah Avenue wants
to help lessen your after Christmas
stress. Open a VISA credit card
with CommonWealth One and from
January 1st through February 28th
all balance transfers will have a low
6.90% APR UNTIL THEY ARE PAID
IN FULL. Also when you transfer your
balance from another card to your
CommonWealth One VISA credit card
you are entered into our $200.00 VISA
GIFT CARD SWEEPSTAKES! CommonWealth One Federal Credit Union
“Your Lifetime Financial Partner”. For
more information call 540-635-9600 or
www.cofcu.org.
The Front Royal Oratorio Society,
George T. Amos Music Director and
Judy B. Connelly accompanist, announces the first rehearsal for its
Spring season will be Monday, Jan.
12th, 7:30 P.M. at the Fulton Fine Arts
Center, Randolph-Macon Academy,
Front Royal. The Society is seeking
singers, all voice sections, to join the
chorus to learn and perform works of
various composers. Anyone interested is invited to call (540) 622-6974 or
(540) 667-0867 for more information
about FROS, which has been presenting free concerts for music lovers for
over 45 years.
The Blue Ridge Hospice announces
the following workshops: Drop-In
Grief Support Group, 3rd Saturday
of each month, 10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
at Blue Ridge Hospice Residential
Center Family Room; January 8th,
Safe Passages Support Series, every
Thursday for 8 weeks, 2 p.m. – 3:30
p.m. 13 West 2nd Street. For more
information or to register call 540-5365210 800-238-5678.
Your local American Red Cross offers
First Aid, CPR and AED training that
is important for your employees and
for emergency preparedness. Our
program meets OSHA guidelines and
can be presented at your location or at
our office. Cost is $50 per person and
includes all materials. Please contact
the Front Royal office at 635-2333 or
email us at frwcarc@embarqmail.com
to schedule a class.

Royal Oak Computers is offering a
special for Chamber Members on
Hewlett Packard Deskjet 6940 for just
$79.95. They are normally $99.95 and
we have less than 10 left. For more
information contact 540-635-7064 or
mary@royaloakcomputers.com.
Costco Wholesale, the premier membership warehouse club, has a great
offer for your company! Costco
Wholesale would like to host a complimentary reception for your employees, right on your premises. At the
Costco Wholesale Membership reception, your employees who sign up as
an Executive Member will receive a
$20 Costco Cash Card. Or, join as a
Gold Star Member and receive a $10
Costco Cash Card. Sign up for your
reception today so your employees
can take advantage of all the savings.
During this promotion any NEW Executive Business member is offered a
$25 cash card. Executive Membership is $100.00 a year and includes
a free Household card. A Gold Star
Membership is $50.00 a year and includes a free Household card. With
our Costco Wholesale Memberships,
Your employees can enjoy great savings on thousands of high-end, brandname products and services. In addition to offering quality products at low
warehouse prices, each warehouse
offers a variety of convenient member
services such as; a free hearing aid
test from our Hearing Aid Center, the
Travel program, Pharmacy, 1- Hour
photo, Optical Department, Tire Center, Deli, Bakery and 24 hour shopping
on Costco.com. At Costco Wholesale
we’re committed to offering the absolute best value to our members with a
risk-free 100% satisfaction guarantee
on every product we sell with a full
refund. The reception will include refreshments and Costco Wholesale will
provide all of the materials you need
to introduce Costco Wholesale to
your employees before and after the
reception. These include broadcast
e-mail applications; posters, flyers,
paycheck stuffers, and information for
your newsletter and more. If you are
unable to hold an Employee reception
at your company, we would be happy
to provide information on how you can
have one at Costco Wholesale so that
your employees won’t miss out on the
value of a Costco Wholesale membership. This Costco Cash Card offer is
available for a limited time. For more
information contact Louise Ford at 540722-9129 ext. 238 or w239mkt02@
costco.com.

WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS
Montgomery Engineering Group, Inc.
Ben C. Montgomery
180-9 Prosperity Drive
Winchester, VA 22602
540-869-0308
(fax) 540-869-0332
ben@meginc.biz
www.meginc.biz
Strike First Corporation of America
(Fire & Safety Products)
Randal M Joyner
1330 Progress Drive
Front Royal, VA 22630
540-636-4444
Fax – 540-636-6945
randal@wbdoors.com
www.strikefirstusa.com
Pam’s European Skin Care
(Facial’s/Skin Care/Babor)
Pam Brown
100 Peyton St.
Front Royal, VA 22630
540-683-1675
Pambrown51@hotmail.com
TOWN OF FRONT ROYAL
Monday, January 12th, 7 p.m. at the
Warren County Government Center
Monday, January 23rd, 7 p.m. at the
Warren County Government Center
COUNTY OF WARREN
Tuesday, January 6th, 9 a.m. at the
Warren County Government Center
Tuesday, January 20th, 7:30 a.m. at
the Warren County Government Center
UPCOMING EVENTS
January 8 - Adult Leadership
January 13 - BBQ Festival Committee,
9 a.m. at the Chamber
January 14 - Downtown Property
Owner’s Meeting, 9 a.m. at the Town
Hall
January 14 - Chamber Board of
Director’s Meeting, 3:30 p.m. at the
Chamber
January 14 - Business After Hours,
Elks Lodge, 5:30 p.m. – 7 p.m.
January 19 - Chamber Closed
January 20 - Wine & Craft Committee,
9 a.m. at the Chamber

www.frontroyalva.com
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While leaving the dining hall one afternoon, I noticed the college sponsored a fair around the square for all of the extracurricular
activities … to encourage sign ups. One thing that caught my eye was all these girls flying through the air. As I stood there the coach
encouraged me to try out and sent over a few ‘flyers’ (female cheerleaders) to pump me up about the team, basically saying guys on
the team were the best thing since sliced bread. – Chris Traczyk’s introduction to college cheerleading

Ravens’ connection

NFL playoffs - Still Cheering Purple Pride
Chris Traczyk’s roundabout path to the NFL’s Baltimore Ravens

Air time (you’ve got to be kidding) - earthbound, Chris
upper left, and the boys wait for a blond to come out
of orbit.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Well the Redskins went from a 6-2
start to a 2-6 finish that unceremoniously bumped them from playoff
contention in week 16 despite a spirited win over playoff bound Philadelphia; and for you old silver and blue
Cowpoke fans out there – well, you
know that ugly story (even if it is only
ugly to you); and having fallen short
in my own attempt to capture a second Shenandoah Fantasy Football
League title in 3 years with a dumb
first round playoff lineup move (I
know, that is only ugly to me), I was
searching for a reason to drum up
some interest in the upcoming NFL
playoffs.
And guess what!!! – I found it right
here in River City in the unlikeliest of places. That place is the Warren County Board of Supervisors,
Shenandoah District to be precise. It
turns out that Shenandoah District
Supervisor Richard Traczyk has a
direct link to the Baltimore Ravens
– his son Chris.

No, Chris isn’t rookie QB Joe Flacco’s agent (damn!), nor is he the heir
apparent to middle linebacker Ray
Lewis, or even a tackling dummy for
the highly rated, much-feared Lewisled Baltimore defense (thank God)
– no, Chris has it much better than
that (at least that last one) he’s a Ravens cheerleader.
All right you aging jocks, wipe the
smirks off your faces. You may have
seen Chris on the sideline during
a Ravens telecast, he’s one of those
bulky guys tossing the female cheerleaders around and hoisting them
over their heads for … well, a cheer!!!
After graduating from Warren
County High School, Chris Traczyk
attended James Madison University
where he obtained a BS degree in
Communications and minored in
Business and Information Technology. So, what has that got to do with
tossing comely young ladies around
during professional football games?
We’ll let Chris explain.
“While at JMU I didn’t want to
do the fraternity rush, nor try out
for a sports team that required a lot

$9.99 Limited Time Offer
* Men’s Regular Haircuts *

Blue Ridge Barber Shop
Royal Plaza Shopping Center - Next To Blockbuster
Credits Cards Accepted / Gift Cards Available

Open 7 Day’s A Week

415 - B - South St. Front Royal, VA • 540-635-9552

of travel, but I wanted to stay active in an organization and stay in
shape. While leaving the dining hall
one afternoon, I noticed the college
sponsored a fair around the square
for all of the extracurricular activities
and organizations to encourage sign
ups. One thing that caught my eye
was all these girls flying through the
air that ended up being the cheerleading squad. As I stood there the
coach encouraged me to try out and
sent over a few ‘flyers’ (female cheerleaders) to pump me up about the
team. Basically they said guys on the
team were the best thing since sliced
bread. So I tried out and made the
co-ed cheerleading team as a fun
thing to do. It was an interesting and
exciting experience, and it was something I enjoyed doing to entertain the
crowds.”
Chris’s dad said his son’s move
into college cheerleading came as a
surprise to both he and wife Carol,
albeit it one that led to the family’s
increased interest in JMU football
games.
“When Chris joined the JMU
cheerleading team we a little surprised but Chris seemed to be enjoying the activity, so we regularly
attended the games mainly to watch
in amazement, not the football team,
but the cheerleaders going through
their difficult stunt routines. When
Chris graduated and moved to Baltimore we thought his cheerleading
days were over and needless to say
we were surprised when we got the
call that he had tried out and made
the Ravens Stunt team.”
Chris explains the unexpected,
even to him, segue into professional
team cheerleading.
“After graduation from JMU and
leaving Front Royal, I started working for the federal government at
the Social Security Administration
in Baltimore, Maryland, where I am
employed today. After I settled down
in my new job, I noticed an ad in the
local paper for the co-ed cheer position for the Baltimore Ravens NFL
team. I thought about it for a while
and decided with my background, I
might have a chance, and let’s face it
– how exciting would that be to be
part of the NFL experience! Coincidently, two days later, I saw one of the
cheerleaders working out at my gym
decked out in Raven cheer gear, and I
got the information I needed to have
another go at the sport at the professional level.
“In March of 2004, I attended the
tryouts along with about 30 other
male ‘stunters’ and 280-plus gorgeous ladies trying out for the stunt

and dance teams. I was in awe by
how many people where there and
started second-guessing if I made the
right decision.
“Several cuts were made over a
two-day span and to my delight my
number was still on the roster – I
made the team! The past three years
have been exciting – working on the
field and meeting a lot of interesting people, football players and the
team’s administration. I have been on
morning television news shows, advertisements, live radio broadcasts,
modeled clothes in team catalogs,
and best of all, I get to cheer in front
of 70,000 fans.
“Sometime I can be seen on national TV holding a Ravens flag on
the field. We also do some stunts
and routines at the beginning of the
game, which are broadcast from time
to time. Occasionally we also get
shown on the stadium’s video board,
but the main focus of course is on the
players and the game.”
Chris also gets a limited number
of guest tickets that have allowed his
parents to share his NFL experience
– even if their focus isn’t always on
the players and the game.
“Carol and I, as parents, receive
free tickets and have met many people associated with the team,” Dick
says. “The Ravens have family night
once a year and we get to go down on
the field and meet the owners, other
parents, and husbands and wives of
the other cheerleader. Needless to
say we have become Ravens fans.
When watching the games at home
we always look for Chris performing
on the sidelines but unfortunately
national TV does not spend much
time focusing on the cheerleaders. But when at the games we have
watched in wonder and admiration
over the past 3 years as he and his
fellow cheerleaders performed seemingly impossible routines, complicated and dangerous to say the least.”
But despite the thrills and NFL
perks, Chris says this season may be
his last on the Ravens sideline due to
the time constraints of “real life.”
“I still DJ on the weekends and
also sell real estate. The cheerleaders only work home games, get $100
per game, free parking, a free lunch
and the best seats in the house at
field level. We are required to attend
regular practices twice a week, run
3 to 5 miles a practice, and then do
our routines for 3 hours, so it’s very
demanding both physically and mentally. The job does not come without
some pain. I have had a broken nose,
sprains, black eyes, many stitches and
related injuries related to this type of

fun, but it’s all part of the sport.
“A few fond memories of past seasons include the first time I ran onto
the field with 52 players behind me
coming out of the tunnel; Bart Scott’s
tackle that knocked the Pittsburgh
Steelers quarterback out cold – it
was so loud I could hear the breath
knocked out of him; and meeting
the coaching staff on the field. I also
caught a ball from Indianapolis Colts
quarterback Peyton Manning during a playoff game that he threw out
of bounds. In addition, I remember
Randy Moss’ touchdown pass that
won a game for them with a few seconds left on the clock. At the time,
there was a huge rainstorm and he
ran by me yelling.
“It is incredible when you get to
be there on the field and actually see
how big and tall the players actually
stand. Being on the field you get to
hear the unedited versions of what
the players are really saying to the
other team as they come out onto the
field. I will say, once you put on that
uniform it’s like you are a different
person. I have met and worked with
so many great people and made some
lifetime friends, so it will be hard to
put down.”
If this is to be Chris’s last year
cheering Purple Pride, it has been
a good one with the Ravens making
the playoffs behind a rookie QB, a
stepped up running attack reminiscent of the Jamal Lewis/Priest Holmes days (at least against the Cowboys
in week 16, it was), and that same old
brutal “D” – it’s just too bad despite
its impressive opening round road
win at Miami, with its 6th seed, Baltimore isn’t going to see a home playoff game - darn - pss, pss, Chris, how
about one more year, I had an eye on
that airborne blond with the ponytail
…

Chris is on the right.
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As one Israeli conscientious objector recently stated in a “Democracy Now” interview
after being released from prison, “At least in Israel there is debate over the actions of the
right-wing government, in the US you don’t even get that.”

Analysis
Opinion:

The Gaza Holocaust
Israeli dissent: ‘Israel is like the abused child who grows up to be the abuser’

Photo by Bilal Mirza
By Elizabeth Molchany
The 1967 war between Israel
and Egypt, Jordan, and Syria was
born of a lie that Israel had to wage
a pre-emptive attack to defend itself, much as George Bush said
the US had to wage a pre-emptive attack against Iraq because
it had weapons of mass destruction. Declassified documents in
recent years of statements by Israeli Minister of Defense Moshe
Dayan reveal the contrary. Since
then, in violation of more than
100 UN resolutions and the Geneva Conventions, not to men-

Home made placard from
Melbourne protest December 30, 2008 about
Israel’s attack on Gaza.
Photo by Takver taken on
Swanston Street towards
the back of the march.

tion the international standard of
unlawful aggression the US held
Iraq to as justification for the first
Gulf War in 1991, Israel has retained control of the Occupied
Territories it captured in 1967
and committed numerous atrocities reported in its own media,
to which the US is complicit in
its American-made, Americanpaid DC9 Caterpillars, F16s, and
Apache helicopters, among other
weapons.
The Occupied Territories includes the Gaza Strip, a small
25 x 6 mile area bordering the
Eastern Mediterranean Sea, inhabited by 1.5 million Palestinians, 20 percent of whom and
their forefathers have lived there
for centuries. Eighty percent are
refugees created when 750,000
Palestinians were forced or fled
in fear from their homes in what
is now Israel in April 1948, before
the first Arab-Israeli war. They
and their forefathers had lived
there for 1600 years since the 7th
century.
For 42 years, Israel has had tight
control over Gaza, making it the
world’s largest prison. No one
may leave or enter without an
Israeli permit. When its troops
left in 2005, Israel left 44 acres of
massive rubble when it demolished Jewish-only housing rather
than leave it for the Gazans to

use as an act of good faith since
it had illegally occupied the land
so long.
But Israel retained control of
Gaza’s air, land, and sea, and the
money they earn on produce and
other products, and imposed a
blockade on food, fuel, water,
electricity, medicine, even ink
and paper and parts and supplies
necessary for a viable economy.
Because of this, thousands of
Palestinians are starving, hopeless, and helpless. It is the middle
of winter, they are freezing and
without fuel, food or money.
In an open and democratic election in 2005, Hamas was elected.
Hamas has refused to recognize
Israel’s right to exist based on
Israel’s refusal to accept the existence of a Palestinian state and
their rights to human dignity,
freedom and security. Despite
this, Hamas immediately offered
Israel a 10-year ceasefire and acceptance of a 2-state solution if
Israel would agree to return to
the 1967 borders. Israel refused.
Hamas abided by its own 18month unilateral truce.
In June 2008, Hamas and Israel
agreed to a 6-month truce during
which Israel was to relax its blockade. Israel immediately breached
that part, and would not even allow Gazans to fish within 3 miles
of their own coast without a permit, stringently enforced.
On November 4, Israel again
breached the truce by entering
Gaza, killing 6 Palestinians, and
sealing the borders, denying food
and all necessities, foreign journalists and dignitaries, including
President Carter. On Dec 27, Israel launched its massive assault
despite the fact that not one Israeli had died during the past year
from a Qassam Rocket. Hamas
responded with its only weapons, Qassam Rockets, killing 4
Israelis. Since Israel’s attack with
American weapons, hundreds
of Palestinians have been killed,
3,000 wounded, and their entire
infrastructure destroyed or seri-

ously damaged, including homes,
the American school, the university, dormitories, stores, markets,
fishing boats, the Gaza mental
heath center. This massacre,
planned six months in advance, is
not about Hamas or rockets but
about Israel’s upcoming elections
and denying the right of a Palestinian state. Israel’s own human
rights organization, B’tselem, describes it as a crime against humanity.
Had Israel wanted peace, it
would have returned the occupied territories to the Palestinians, the rightful owners under
international law; it would have
accepted the Saudi peace initiatives offered in 2002 and 2007,
which all 21 Arab states signed,
recognizing Israel and offering it
permanent peace in return for an
Israeli withdrawal from lands captured in 1967, establishing a Palestinian state with East Jerusalem
as its capital and a just solution to
the issue of Palestinian refugees.
Each time, Israel said no, contradicting the notion Israel alone
seeks a just and peaceful solution
to regional issues. http://tinyurl.
com/SA2007PlanHaaretz http://
tinyurl.com/JPAcceptInitiative
Please do not rely on the main-

stream US media – you will not
find the truth there. Research
the alternative media on the Internet and other sources, such as
Link and Free Speech TV’s “Democracy Now” daily news show,
online sources such as Jewish
Voices for Peace, the Electronic
Intifada, or England’s print media The Independence and The
Observer, which are also available online, as are the Israeli
newspaper Ha’aretz, and Israeli
organizations such “Gush Shalom,” “B’tselem” and “Breaking
the Silence: Israeli Soldiers Talk
About the Occupied” – the latter at www.shovrimshtika.org/index_e.asp
As one Israeli conscientious
objector recently stated in a
“Democracy Now” interview after being released from prison,
“At least in Israel there is debate
over the actions of the right-wing
government, in the US you don’t
even get that.”
Elizabeth Molchany is an attorney in private practice in
Front Royal, VA. Ms. Molchany
is a long-time student of the crisis in the Middle East. She can be
reached at:

emmolchanylaw@embarqmail.com

Palestinian men bury the body of 4-year-old Lama
Hamdan at Beit Hanoun cemetery in the northern
Gaza Strip December 30, 2008. Lama and her sister
were reportedly riding a donkey cart Tuesday near
a rocket-launching site that was targeted by Israel.
Photo by Amir Farshad Ebrahimi
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Letters

Letters to the Editor are welcome but must include the senders name, address and contact information.
Please limit your letter to 750 words and email: editor@warrencountyreport.com

History’s revenge?
Editor:
It’s not often I feel compelled to
respond to articles I read in the
local papers, but this one I cannot ignore.
It seems the Town Council is
not looking out for the best interests of our town when they allow
Mr. Greenan to strip this property of basically the most important
Historical Architectural features,
knowing this property is situated
well within the boundaries of the
Historical District.
I thought the guidelines for any
changes to these properties was
well defined, and not open to a
vote as to whether uncharacteris-

tic changes could be made … Vinyl “anything” has absolutely no
business being added onto this
home whatsoever! Period!
The council decided to overturn the ruling by the BAR, simply because “this is his property
and he should be able to do with
it what he sees fit.” Let’s hope
the Vice Mayor never decides to
go for the next step. This goes
against the entire designation of
the Historical District. Why even
have a Historical section of town,
when someone … can desecrate
the beautiful structure and turn
it into another boring vinyl-clad
monstrosity?
About 1.5 years ago I bought
a beautiful, nearly 100-year-old
home just outside the District.

I picked this mainly because it is
basically in the same shape as it
was in 1920, including, and especially because of, the original
wooden windows. I’m no attorney and certainly don’t make the
kind of money that Mr. Greenan,
no doubt, does – but I have been
slowly restoring every inch of this
home, including the windows. I
have personally had the assistance of Ms. Failmezger and her
husband in this process. This is
what they do and LOVE – restoration and the components to
make it happen.
Instead of ripping those gorgeous, original windows, they
could have contracted with them

By Kevin S. Engle
Warren County Report
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Didn’t finish High School?
You need your GED!
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area, but I do have a love and respect of all things old and beautiful and have done extensive
investigations into my home, it’s
style and it’s past inhabitants. I
chose this town because my home
chose me! I love the beauty in all
the old, wonderful structures we
have here, but if decisions like
this one continue, we won’t have
anything of beauty left.
Mr. Greenan should be ashamed
of his actions & I hope the past
inhabitants of that property find
a most creative way to punish
him.
Maureen McHugh
Front Royal

All that Glitters

Answer:		
A. You don’t want them in your underwear.
			
B. You shouldn’t eat them.
			
C. You’ll find them everywhere.
			
D. All of the above.
Question: What do sand, artificial Christmas tree needles and glitter have in common?
What we were thinking? Obviously we weren’t. What other reasonable explanation could there
be? Why else would we buy Christmas cards with glitter on them? I hate glitter. It gets in everything and on everything. Like sand from the beach that you find months after your summer vacation, and artificial Christmas tree needles that mysteriously keep appearing long after the holidays
are over, the same is true of glitter. And once it gets on you or your clothes, it’s there for life.
When it was time to write our cards and I opened the first of three boxes, I was not happy. We
don’t like receiving glitter-filled cards. Why did we buy them? No matter who was to blame,
although I think my wife was the guilty party, immediate action was required. Carefully handling
them, as if they were radioactive waste, I had to contain the mess to one location. Get out a beach
towel, check for sand, and go to work. It was a good idea. Good ideas don’t always work.
These cards weren’t sprinkled with glitter. They were doused with it. Drenched. Soaked. Saturated. You get the idea. There was so much on the inside of the cards that it rendered my pen
useless after just a few cards. Even the envelopes were full of it. We couldn’t lick them unless
we wanted shiny tongues. My wife suggested using a wet sponge to seal them. It worked, but
that meant glitter i n the kitchen. The stuff was already spreading like an out-of-control computer
virus.
We spread out our Christmas card writing over several days. When we were done each night,
I’d roll up the towel to quarantine the little things, and then off we’d go to the hose down station to
wash away the radioactive debris from our clothes and bodies.
When the cards were ready to mail, into a plastic bag they went. I didn’t want it all over the inside
of my car, but I’m sure it’s just a matter of time before I start spotting it there too.
I’m getting a little smarter, not as though that’s saying much. Now I open all our cards over the
garbage can in case they contain you know what. And if they do, I’ve been known to utter a nasty
word or two.
Answer:
A. Postal workers were required to warn recipients of incoming hazardous
material. “Warning – Glitter” should do the trick.
			
B. Glitter manufacturers were fined for littering. After all, it is G + litter.
			
C. I hit the lottery.
			
D. All of the above
Question: The world would be a better place if

Engle’s Angle
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to restore the originals for much
less than vinyl replacements.
The originals would have lasted
longer (I will monitor how the vinyls hold up during the next 7 or
so years), maintained Historical
integrity, and lastly, kept yet another Historical property intact
in our quaint little town.
Don’t even get me started on
the vinyl siding!! I suppose that
will be considered “historical” in
2080.
I don’t suppose my point of view
will ever make it to the printed
pages of your paper, but I sure
would be interested in making it
onto that Board of Architectural
Review. I have no degree in this

Top executives from the glitter industry are scheduled to go before Congress to ask for
federal bailout money. The author will be testifying against them.
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The Reflex 80’s Tribute Band

Sat. Feb. 7th
Playing the BEST 80’s music since the 80’s!!!
Featuring tributes to:

Duran Duran • Madonna • Prince • George Michael • Blondie • B-52’s
Heart • Simple Minds • Poison • The Cure • Whitesnake • and more!!!!

Union Hall Bar & Grill

Victoria’s Restaurant
Open Sundays at Noon with NFL Sunday Ticket on widescreen TVs!

231 Chester Street • Front Royal, VA • (540) 636-6811

