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The news
Bank robbery
The Front Royal Police department announced that on Friday,
June 19, 2009 at approximately
3:00 pm the First Bank, located
at 1717 North Shenandoah Avenue was robbed. The suspect
entered the bank and demanded
money, leaving with an undisclosed amount. No one was hurt
during the robbery. The suspect
is described as a light skin black
male, 6’2”-6’4” in height, thin
build, wearing light colored shirt
and pants and black boots.
The Front Royal Police Department was assisted in a search for
the suspect by the Warren County Sheriff ’s Office, Virginia State
Police and Virginia Department
of Game and Inland Fisheries.
The investigation is still on going
and is being investigated by the
Front Royal Police Department’s
Criminal Investigation unit and
the Federal Bureau of Investigations.
No further details are being released at this time. Anyone with

information on this case is asked
to call Front Royal Police Detective Hirsch at 540-636-2208 or
F.B.I. Special Agent Stiefvater at
540-678-3404.
Warren County receives grant
funding for shared-use trail
and park
Warren County was notified on
June 18, 2009 that they had been
awarded $118,000 from VDOT’s
Transportation
Enhancement
Program for greenway projects
that have been in the planning
phases for quite some time. The
funding will go towards the construction of a shared-use trail for
Eastham Park, located off Luray
Avenue in Front Royal.
According to County Administrator Douglas Stanley, “This
grant will allow Warren County
to move forward with the first
phase of a pedestrian and bike
trail and the second phase of
Eastham Park. This project will
provide public access along the
South Fork of the Shenandoah
and will also fulfill our citizens’

Attention WCHS Class of 1994!!

Mark your calendars for our

15 year Reunion

August 22, 2009 6pm-11pm
The Apple House Banquet
Room • Tickets $25
For Details Call Beth Medved
Waller, ‘94 Class President
at 540-671-6145 or Jennifer
(Runion) Berry, Reunion Chair
at 540-622-4096

Beth Medved Waller, Inc
540-671-6145 • bethwaller@mris.com
TOP OFFICE PRODUCER AGAIN WITH NEARLY 3 MILLION IN
RATIFIED CONTRACTS IN 3 WEEKS!
Don’t let this market pass you BUY!

See my listings online on nearly 100 websites
including front page exposure on Realtor.com
and 80 other popular real estate sites!

REAL ESTATE UPDATE

Why rent when you can own your home for a low monthly payment?
100% financing and 96.5% financing available to qualified buyers AND
sellers can pay your closing costs! Uncle Sam is also giving $8k to
buyers who purchase by November 30, 2009--hurry, time is running out!
Warren Co. sales last month were up 72% over last year with 43 homes
SOLD! Don’t let this market pass you BUY!

desire for additional walking
trails and outdoor activities.”
The Warren County Department of Parks and Recreation has
already begun the clearing phase
of the trail that runs along the old
road bed on the Eastham property. The goal of the project is to
establish a connection between
the new public boat landing
constructed by the Department
of Game and Inland Fisheries
to planned playing fields and a
dog park. The trail will include
benches and signage overlooking
the South Fork of the Shenandoah River to educate trail users
about the historical significance
and former transportation value
of both the old road bed and the
South Fork of the Shenandoah
River.
The first phase of the Eastham
Park has already been completed
with the County constructing a
parking area for boaters to use after unloading at the boat landing
and parking for future phases of
the park and the Town building a
pocket park for visitors to enjoy
while in the area. Future plans of
the park include the addition several playing fields and a dog park
As funding becomes available, a second phase of the trail
will be constructed providing
further connections to Skyline
High School. Together the trail
and Eastham Park will form a key
segment of the Warren County
and Town of Front Royal’s Royal
Shenandoah Greenway (RSG).
The RSG will connect the Town
of Front Royal, Ressie Jefferies Elementary School, the new
Samuels Public Library, Shenandoah National Park, Skyline High
School, and Eastham Park.
“We are lucky enough to live in
a community that is surrounded
by the mountains and the river
and this is the perfect opportunity to capitalize on both of those
features,” said Stanley. “Thanks
to the support of the Board of
Supervisors and the efforts of
the County staff including Susan
Musante and Brandy Rosser, and
several community groups we are
finally seeing these projects come
to fruition.“
Brandy Rosser, Grants and
Special Projects Coordinator,
continues to work on securing
donations for the trail and park.
Anyone wishing to get involved
in fundraising, to provide inkind donations, or to donate to
the project can contact Brandy at

(540) 636-4600 or grantscoord@
warrencountyva.net.
For questions or additional information on the project, contact
Douglas P. Stanley, County Administrator, at (540) 636-4600 or
Daniel P. Lenz, Director of Parks
and Recreation, at (540) 6357750.

Mr. Benjamin Waters, age 33, was
transported to Winchester Medical Center for non life threatening injuries sustained from this
incident. The Warren County
Sheriff ’s Office is investigating
this complaint and anyone with
information can contact Investigator Ray Fogle at 540-635-4128.

Stabbing

Dozens of Virginia High
School Students Graduate
from State Police Academy

On June 21, 2009, at approximately 4:00am, the Warren
County Sheriff ’s Office responded to 693 Wildcat Drive in reference to a complaint of a stabbing.

On Friday, June 19, 35 high
school students from across the
Commonwealth became the new-
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est graduates of the Junior Law
Cadet program co-sponsored by
the Virginia State Police and the
American Legion, Department
of Virginia Inc. The young men
and women were presented their
graduation certificates at the Virginia State Police Academy in
Chesterfield County.
The 20th annual Junior Law Cadet program is a weeklong training curriculum for high school
students who have completed
their junior year. Cadets experience a life similar to a trooperin-training, complete with daily
room inspections and instruction by state police troopers on
Department operations, crime
scene investigations, officer sur-

Royal Family

Bowling Center
Behind Gateway Plaze
Rt. 522 So., Front Royal
540-636-3113
$2.00 game Monday

vival, undercover operations,
driver improvement, scuba training, defensive tactics and firearms
safety.
As part of their training, the
cadets also undergo a variety of
physical agility exercises used in
the Virginia State Police applicant testing process.
“The daily instruction and exercises gives the young men and
women a glimpse into the life and
training a Virginia State trooper
undergoes,” said Colonel W. Steven Flaherty, Superintendent of
the Virginia State Police. “It’s a
valuable experience, especially
for teenagers who have an interest in pursuing law enforcement
as a career. More importantly,
the Junior Law Cadet program is
one of the best ways for our Department to make contact and
build positive relationships with
today’s young people.”
The American Legion selects and
sponsors the students to represent the organization’s Virginia
districts. Attached is a list of all
participating students and their
hometowns.

Beauty Designs
Come out & play in the dark
Friday & Saturday 11pm-1am

Bowl & Lunch Special
11am - 3pm Monday-Friday
F R E E Shoe Rental
Bowl 2 Games • Choice of
Lunch Combo Meal
All for

$9.49 per person

person
RENT-A-LANE $10 per

Sat & Sun ONLY 12 noon-2pm
2 HOURS UNLIMITED Bowling
Up to 8 people per lane
Birthday
Parties!

Corporate
Outings!

royalfamilybowl.com

by Lorie

Welcomes Nail Tech Terri Mitchell

10-A Cloud St. Front Royal

540-636-1280

Among the graduates were
Ashley Bell and Andrew Nicholson of Front Royal,

The news
juries from this incident.
David Tipper appeared before
the court on June 15, 2009 and
charges were reduced from two
(2) counts of attempted murder
to two (2) counts of attempted
malicious wounding. He is being
held in the Warren County Jail
without bond.
Virginia State Police and Clarke
County Sheriff ’s deputies assisted
with the call.
Narcotics seizure

Shenandoah Farms incident
On June 13, 2009 at approximately 7:15p.m., the Warren
County Sheriff ’s Office received
multiple reports of a subject
shooting a firearm at a person(s)
in the Western Lane area of
Shenandoah Farms. Deputies
responded to the scene and confirmed gunshots in the area. The
suspect in the shootings was identified as David A. Tipper (48), of
1493 Western Lane, Front Royal.
Deputies located David Tipper in
the woods behind his residence
and he was arrested without incident. A Thompson Center Arms
.308 and ammunition were recovered at the scene.
After consultation with the
Commonwealth Attorney’s office,
warrants were issued for two (2)
counts of attempted murder and
one (1) count of shooting into the
occupied dwelling of George Forshee and Leslie Forshee of 1483
Western Lane. There were no in-

Rated as “World’s Greatest Wings”
by Ion Network
20 Wing Flavors • Catfish Dinners
Buffalo Shrimp • Wraps & Panini Sandwiches
NASCAR Room • 3 Big Screen TV’s

WINGS TO GO

Royal Plaza Shopping Center - Next to Radio Shack

540-631-WING (9464)

On June 7, 2009 Warren County
Sheriff ’s Deputy Robbie Lowery served a Contempt of Court
Capias on Jay Richard Work, Jr.,
a 29 year old male, of 1356 Khyber Pass, Linden VA. During the
arrest, Deputy Lowery observed
drugs and drug paraphernalia in
the home. According to Sheriff
McEathron, a search warrant was
issued for the home at the request
of Deputy Lowery. A search of
the home resulted in the seizure
of over two pounds of processed
marijuana, 22 marijuana plants,
psilocybin mushrooms, smoking
devices and currency. Narcotics
charges are pending the outcome
of the investigation.
Volunteer Opportunities
We at The Salvation Army are
seeking volunteers to help run
our Community Center. We
prefer the volunteers to be 18
years or older and to have some
experience working with children, but it is not a strict requirement. Our Community Center is
open to all community children
Monday through Thursday from
12:00pm to 5:00pm. If you would
like to sign up to volunteer, or if
you would like more information, please contact Captain Lisa
Booth at The Salvation Army at
(540)635-4020.
Also, The Salvation Army Thrift
Store is seeking volunteers to assist with sorting and rotating

donations. The Store is open
Monday through Saturday from
9:00am to 5:00pm. If you are
interested in volunteering your
time, please contact Debbie Clark
at (540)636-8872 during these
hours.
Volleyball Camp
The Warren County Parks and
Recreation Department in conjunction with Warren County
High School and James Madison
University will be sponsoring a
Wildcat Volleyball Camp for 8th
through 12th graders, at Warren
County High School, June 30th
and June 31st, 9:00am -4:00pm.
Cost is $100.00 per participant
a $25.00 deposit is due by June
20th. This includes lunch both
days and a T-shirt.
For more information contact
Coach Brill at 540-635-2194 ext,
43121 or via email at cbrill@
wcps.12.va.us. Registration forms
are available at the Warren County Parks and Recreation office.
$130,000 Awarded to Artists
The Marion Park Lewis Foundation awarded $130,000 to organizations and individuals this
year. Mrs. Lewis, a local businesswoman and patron of the
arts, was a founding member of
the Virginia Commission for the
Arts and Humanities and was instrumental in the founding of a
number of arts organizations in
the northern Shenandoah Valley.
Over $97,000 was awarded
to individuals in the northern
Shenandoah Valley. Among the
recipients were Ann Heap, Carla
Lawson, Marlene Lee, Nastassia
Lee and Anastasia Kubanda of
Warren County.
Grants totaling more than
$32,000 were also awarded to local organizations which promote
education in the arts. They are:
Barns of Rose Hill, Berryville
Main St., Inwood Dance Com-
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The news
pany, Masterworks Chorus of the
Shenandoah Valley, Opus Oaks,
Performing Arts Luray, Rockingham Ballet Theatre, Shenandoah Arts Council, Shenandoah
University, Shenandoah Valley
Discovery Museum, Shenandoah
Valley Music Festival, The Arts
Centre, Wayside Foundation for
Arts, Winchester Little Theater
and Winchester Musica Viva.
The foundation promotes education in the arts for residents and
art-program funding for organizations of the Northern Shenandoah Valley. $1,219,000 has been
awarded since the Foundation’s
inception in 1992.
The 2010 grant application
deadline will be in mid-March.
For more information please visit
the website at mplf-arts.org.
New website
Virginia Cooperative Extension
has launched a new website that
connects Warren County citizens
with the research-based knowledge at Virginia’s land-grant universities, Virginia Tech and Virginia State University.

The Warren County office website: offices.ext.vt.edu/warren
has office hours and directions,
a staff directory, volunteer opportunities, a calendar of local
events, news, and links to more
information. It also has details
about Extension programs in the
areas of agriculture and natural
resources, family and consumer
sciences, community viability,
and 4-H youth development.
“The Warren County website
features details about educational programs in agriculture, 4-H
youth development and family
and consumer sciences that focus
on improving the lives of Virginians,” said Crystal Smith, Unit
Coordinator, in Warren County.
Users can email questions to an
Extension Agent, find a program
that addresses a specific need, and
access links to publications and
resources, among other things.
The local website also connects
to the new Extension website:
www.ext.vt.edu
“The new website updates Virginia Cooperative Extension’s
public ‘face’ and helps users access our information more easily,”

2001 DODGE RAM SLT EXT CAB 4X4
R997A 65,000 MILES AUTO, V8. ENDS 07/15/09

said Rick Rudd, interim director
of Extension. “We’ve moved into
a new era of Web publishing and
we will continue to challenge
ourselves to find ways to use this

tool to reach online audiences.
Although technology cannot replace the personal day-to-day
education we deliver, it can be
a great asset in maximizing re-

sources and reaching the people
we serve.”
The Extension website includes
publications on topics ranging
from agricultural systems to food

Front Royal
Golf Club
Come play the
best 9 hole course
in the Valley!

One of Virginia’s oldest continuously
operating golf courses is still one of the
best golf values in all of the Shenandoah
Valley. Front Royal Golf Club is under the
operation, direction, and management of
the County of Warren.

SALE $10,854

Great Deals at www.shenandoahford.com

I-66 + Rt 522 North of Front Royal • 540-636-2901

Postal Business Center

Front Royal Golf Club brings back the 4-hour round of golf. It’s a fun and excellent test of golf you’re sure to enjoy.
Conveniently located just off I-66 at Exit 6, on Country Club Road in the beautiful and historic Shenandoah Valley.

Located next door to
Melting Pot Pizza

Warren County residents receive a 10% discount on greens and cart fees. Bring your driver’s license or
other proof of residency for discount.

122 W. 14th St. • Front Royal, VA

Packing • Shipping • Moving boxes •
Mailbox rentals • Notary • FAX • Laminating
• Copies

540-635-7997
540-635-2186 (fax)

We’re Here To Serve
You With Many Business
Services!

Warren County Residents Discount

New Weekday Afternoon Golf Rate

$20.00/18 holes include cart & green fees, Monday through Thursday after 3:00pm.

Deep Water Boating Access

The Front Royal Golf Club is expanding its services to the community with access to the Shenandoah River with
their boat ramp. We would like to invite you and your family to one FREE launch to discover boating, waterskiing,
fishing, swimming and all other water sports available on the beautiful Shenandoah. Deep water runs about a mile
downstream as the river widens along the way.
After a long day on the water, your lunch break or just heading home, stop by the club house for a meal and a
beverage of your choice. Check out the fee structure and join today.

For more information call (540) 636-9061 or
visit us at www.warrencountyva.net

Early July, 2009 • Warren County Report • Page 

To advertise in Warren County Report:
Contact Alison at alisond@warrencountyreport.com • 540-551-2072
or Dan McDermott at editor@warrencountyreport.com • 540-636-1014
safety to community planning;
links to local offices, 4-H educational centers, and agricultural

research and Extension centers;
expanded details about each of
the four programming areas;

online media kits on seasonal or
“evergreen” topics; a directory
of Extension experts; newsletter

Touching Life:

TAMING A KILLER HEADACHE

The news
and magazine articles; and facts
about giving to Extension.
For more information about
Extension programs and services
in Warren County, contact Crystal Smith at:
csmith06@vt.edu or
(540) 635-4549.
Virginia Cooperative Extension
brings the resources of Virginia’s
land-grant universities, Virginia
Tech and Virginia State University, to the people of the commonwealth. Through a system of
on-campus specialists and locally
based agents, it delivers education in the areas of agriculture
and natural resources, family and
consumer sciences, community
viability, and 4-H youth development. With a network of faculty
at two universities, 107 county
and city offices, 13 agricultural
research and Extension centers,
and six 4-H educational centers,

Virginia Cooperative Extension
provides solutions to the problems facing Virginians today.
Bible School
Front Royal Church of the Brethren Bible School at 106 W 13th
Street. July 13 thru 17 from 6:30
-8PM for ages 1 thru 12. 540-6352378 and leave a msg for more
info.
Art exhibit
Listhus Gallery will premire new
‘Digikyoe’ Exhibit on July 16th
Third Thursdays Art Walk at their
new location, 205 B Main Street,
703-477-7265.
Send briefs and short news releases to:
editor@warrencountyreport.com

Punishing pain pounded in
Bob Reynold’s head.
A vessel in his brain had ballooned and was seeping blood.
A stroke was imminent.
Interventional neurologist André Fredieu, a specialist in
delicate, minimally invasive procedures at Winchester
Medical Center stepped in. With a catheter he inserted
tiny platinum coils into the bulge, sealing off the weakened
vessel before it could burst.
Bob was home in Falling Waters, WV in two days.
He knows he was fortunate to have his life touched
by the talents of the caregivers awaiting him
at Winchester Medical Center.

CHERRYDALE APARTMENTS FOR RENT

• ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT $510-530
• TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT $600-640
• TWO BEDROOM HOUSE $710.00

Winchester Medical Center is part of Valley Health. Other facilities include:
Warren Memorial, Shenandoah Memorial, Hampshire Memorial, Page Memorial,
War Memorial Hospital, Surgi-Center and Winchester Rehabilitation Center

www.valleyhealthlink.com

Located on Cherrydale Avenue in Front Royal, all are newly renovated with
thermo-pane windows, all new kitchens, baths and appliances. Well located
quiet neighborhood. Garbage pickup included. Free Internet wireless “Hot
Spot.” One year lease and security deposit required. No dogs but cats may
be accepted with an additional agreement and fee.
“Not Luxury, but Value”

FURTHER INFORMATION: (540) 635-6000
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“Suspicious robotic figure”
terrorizes north corridor
On June 1, 2009 at approximately 9:08 am the Warren
County Sheriff ’s Office received a call of a suspicious
robotic figure located in the
parking lot of the Wachovia
Bank located in the Crooked
Run Plaza. Major Norman
Shiflett and Sergeant Roger
Vorous responded to the call
and determined as a precautionary measure to alert a
Bomb Technician with the
Virginia State Police. The
object was rendered safe and
upon inspection determined
not to be an explosive device.
It was then disposed of by the
Warren County Sheriff ’s Office. Wachovia Bank and the
522 Southbound Lane were
closed approximately 5 minutes during the procedure.
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When one councilman asked the $100,000 question, “Why are we discussing this [visioning project] as a cost when two positions have just been eliminated?” Mayor Tewalt
tersely cut that query short …

North corridor

‘Vision’ $ and corridor compromise highlight work session
Town ponders $100k for newest vision, compromise on corridor fee legal wars
By Lorie Showalter
Warren County Report
The Front Royal Town Council
considered several proposals at
its Monday, June 15th work session, all of which met with more
than a little skepticism from the
town’s budget wary board members. After recently eliminating
two staff positions to balance the
budget, the board was presented
with the option of embarking on
a Community Visioning Project
presented by David Bennett of
EDAW, Inc. at a cost of $100,000.
The project would consist of
long-term road and travel planning for the 340/522 corridors, as
well as the entirety of the town,
in an effort to prepare for future
growth of the town’s traffic and
parking, and incentive to bring
travelers off the interstate and

Oil Painting
for Beginners
Learn how to paint
a Baltimore Oriole

with Linda Smiley
at
Sun Studio Framing

Saturdays July 11, 18 & 25

Call (540) 636-6511 for information
or Email ssframe@shentel.net
20 E. 8th St.
Front Royal, Va.

(540) 636-6511

into the dining, shopping, and
downtown tourism areas.
When one councilman asked
the $100,000 question, “Why are
we discussing this as a cost when
two positions have just been eliminated?” Mayor Tewalt tersely cut
that query short, stating, “It’s not
the time to discuss that, it’s not
on the table.”
Town Manager Michael Graham asked presenter Bennett
to elaborate upon why counsel
should invest time and money in
such an endeavor during these
tough economic times, to which
Mr. Bennett explained, “You
want to be prepared for when the
economy turns around, ready,
with a plan in place and not
caught unprepared.” He further
explained their company’s purpose is to create towns “to come
to” and that the Skyline Drive
makes Front Royal a part of that
destination. “We look for ways
to try to generate dividends to
the community and entice those
who are just passing through, to
stop and visit, and not just drive
through,” said Bennett.

Discussion ensued as to whether to debate the project to another work session or town meeting
to which Tewalt stated, “We don’t
have enough information to make
a decision to spend $100,000.”
“What information do you
want?” Graham replied pointedly, citing 2008 council meeting
minutes giving him the option to
investigate such a stud. – “That’s
what gave me the authority to
move forward,” the town manager observed.
Council was recently taken to
task by former town planner and
development professional Joe
Duggan for pursuing a new community vision study after having
contracted or participated in at
least five others in the past eight
years, none of which have been
acted on.
It was agreed that council
would be provided with an RFP
(Request for Proposal) per Tom
Conkey’s request to further study
the scope of the contract. The
project was placed on the July
work session calendar.

PISTOL COURSES
			
			
			

• CONCEALED CARRY
• ADVANCED CONCEALED CARRY
• BEGINNERS

www.VirginiaPistol.com • 540-636-9476

“ WE BUY OLD GOLD ”
In the K-Mart Shopping Center Next to Skyline Insurance & Radio Shack
Ample Parking • Modern Showroom • Extended Hours.

$5.00 OFF Ring Sizing
(Limit 3/Expires 7/31/09)

$5.00 OFF Chain Repair
(Limit 3/Expires 7/31/09)

$5.00 OFF Watch Battery
(Limit 3/Expires 7/31/09)

“ WE BUY IT ALL ”

Bring us your unwanted
jewelery, old gold, broken gold,
vintage watches and coins, and
we will turn them into CASH!!!

Bring this ad in for a

“FREE Ring Cleaning”
“No Purchase Necessary”

(One per person/Expires 7/31/09)

The Chain Reaction
“Bill Tanner / Jeweler / Gemologist / Your Friend In The Jewelry Industry”
On-Site Jewelry Repair and Engraving. Many Repairs Done The Same Day.

NEW STORE HOURS! Mon-Sat 10am-6pm 540-636-7210

Corridor compromise?
A second presentation by shopping center attorney Clay Athey
and Riverton Commons owner,
Edens & Avant Vice-President
Sam Judd proposed an economic
compromise as a solution to the
simmering 522 Commercial Corridor meals tax fee litigation.
“It’s not your responsibility to
help my client with problems, but
it’s of mutual interest,” Athey told
council. He continued by asking
council to consider the impact of
the current economic slump on
the future of corridor restaurant
businesses claiming an undue
burden imposed by paying essentially a double meals tax, one
to the county as a tax, and one to
the town as a corridor “fee.”
Without a spirit of compromise, Athey said the 522 Corridor
could not only lose its existing
major restaurant chains, but also
face an inability to attract new,
upscale commercial tenants as a
consequence of that loss. Athey
indicated the process had already
begun and cited one lost chain
restaurant client, replaced with a
less tax or fee revenue-producing

business as an example.
As things stand, Athey said the
shopping center owners have
been helping subsidize those restaurant chain operations due to
the financial burden placed on
them from a combination of factors, including a declining economy and undue meals tax burden.
Athey claimed the situation was
already dire, with the national
chains faced with the choice of
paying either their meals tax feestrapped town water/sewer bills,
or their rents from their in-house
revenue.
“We cannot continue to subsidize their rent payments,” Judd
told council.
Councilman Chris Holloway
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North Corridor
asked how many businesses were
behind in their lease, to which
Judd replied, “If we weren’t currently working with a number of
them, (we) could evict several,
more than a few, today. They’re
(restaurants) paying more in
meals tax than in rent. We provide, in our leases, water and
sewer for all our tenants [at other
locations], this is the only complex we own that is set up this
way.”
But “whose fault is that?” town
council and staff have collectively
asked for over a year.
That town’s stance was reflected by Councilman Tom Conkey’s
comment that contracts mandating payment of the entire corridor
fee structure were signed by the
corridor’s commercial tenants,
restaurants included, and should
be abided by, regardless of shifting economic variables. Town
officials have long held that it is
not they who should be blamed
if corridor tenants were unaware
of the impact of the contracted
“corridor fees” on their businesses, particularly as it pertains to
restaurants and meals taxes.
Athey countered that such a
hard-lined stance could lead
to the loss of the corridor’s national chain restaurants, which
would likely be replaced by retail
businesses to which meals taxes
wouldn’t be an issue. – Either way
the town’s desired corridor meals
tax “fee” revenue, currently forecast at around $800,000 annually,
would be lost in its entirety.
In past public discussion town
officials have pointed out the full
$700,000 to $800,000 of corridor
fee revenues has been used to balance the existing town budgets.
The town’s ability to charge
fees attached to utility bills equal
to the tax revenue they would
have collected had 522 Corridor
businesses located in town was
created in 1998 to head off a potentially contentious annexation
fight between Front Royal and
Warren County. The compromise
encouraged the town to agree to
extend its central water and sewer service to commercial businesses locating on county land.
The 522 Corridor Agreement,
including the fees, was approved
by a 3-judge panel and signed in
early 1999. The county imposed
its own meals tax in 2002. After
several major chain restaurants
located in the corridor several
years later, they began crying

foul. One example of why was a
Cracker Barrel bill showing an approximate $13,000 monthly water/sewer and fee bill, $12,000 of
which was town meals tax-based
fees. Town officials used that bill
to indicate the amount of revenue they anticipated being generated by northside restaurants and
upon which they helped balance
their annual budget.
Calmer waters
A week after a less contentious
work session debate, council
unanimously approved a ‘Water
Rate Study’ contract between The
Town of Front Royal and Burton

“It’s not your responsibility to help my client with problems, but it’s of mutual interest.” – northside shopping centers’ attorney Clifford L. “Clay” Athey
& Associates, a Florida based
company, contracted to provide a
comprehensive water and wastewater utility study.
The cost of the rate study will
be $41,841. It is scheduled to be
completed within a 90 day period. Councilman Tom Sayre asked
town residents to be patient during the study and gave reassurance on the stringent requirements of the water study.
This study is designed to determine the actual cost of services
so that rates can be based on a
scientifically determined cost
structure. It will also study not
just water rate but cost for ancillary services such as connection,

Browntown’s 4th Annual

Donkey Plop Raffle
To be held on the grounds of the
Browntown Community Center

Saturday, July 4th
At the Browntown July 4th Celebration

Featuring “Otis” the Donkey

disconnect, and reconnect fees.
On a humorous note, Conkey
asked Graham, “I trust that the
river is in good shape?” to which
Graham laughed, “Yes, it’s in fine
shape … marvelous, the fishing

is supposed to be wonderful this
year.” – You might want to run
that assessment by the Shenandoah Riverkeeper, Mike; he has
an office in town about a block
from town hall, you know?
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Warren
County Report

Advertising
Representative
Warren County Report, the leading newspaper
in Front Royal and Warren County, is currently
searching for a top-notch sales representative.

One hundred tickets will be sold @ $10 each. Each numbered ticket corresponds with 100 spaces in the “grid field”. At 5 pm (or as soon as all
tickets are sold) on July 4th at the Browntown Community Center, Otis the
Donkey will be placed in the “grid field”. If Otis plops his droppings in your
real estate you will be the winner of $300. In the event he plops on the line,
between two spaces, the droppings will be measured and the prize given to
the space that had the majority of the nuggets.

Tickets will be pre-sold at the following locations
O.J. Rudacille Store in Browntown
or Buracker Construction LLC in Bentonville
or by contacting Martha Buracker @ 636-1879
or by e-mailing buracker@comcast.net

The ideal candidate would be organized and selfmotivated. Great people skills and a professional
demeanor are key. This individual should enjoy
the freedom of setting his or her own hours and
meeting new people. Previous advertising sales
experience is a plus. The candidate must be dependable, reliable and be a self-starter. This is a
commission-based position.
If you are poised and ready to take the next step in
your sales career, email:
editor@warrencountyreport.com
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Town

Tire disposal fees going up, no more plastic bags for leaves
Mayor casts decisive vote as council splits on code change on manager contract
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
On June 22 The Front Royal
Town Council unanimously approved the first of two necessary
readings on ordinance changes
altering the fees for the disposal
of tires and changing the parameters for the collection of yard
waste.
Upon the pending second readings at the next council meeting,
the fees for tires with rims not
exceeding 16.5 inches will be altered from $2 to $2.50; the fee for
tires without rims not exceeding
16.5 inches will increase from
$1 to $1.50; and any tire with or
without a rim over 16.5 inches
will remain at $3 per tire.
The town said the increase is
a result of higher fees imposed
by the county for the disposal of
tires.
Effective upon the second reading next month, the town will no
longer accept yard waste in the
type of typical plastic bags often

currently used by citizens for collecting grass, leaves and other
debris for town curbside pickup.
Such yard waste will have to be
placed in biodegradeable or paper
bags or in garbage cans no larger
than 32 gallons and not weighing
more than 50 pounds. Violations
of the prescribed changes will
lead the town to withdraw all future collections of these materials from those citizens deemed to
have violated the new ordinance.
Manager contracts
Also on June 22, council followed through on an initiative
to make the town manager’s position more attractive to future
applicants. Council split down
3-3 lines that could have been
anticipated in the wake of a work
session debate on June 1. Mayor
Eugene Tewalt cast the decisive
vote, siding with Vice Mayor Bret
Hrbek, Tom Conkey and Carson
Lauder, to lift a town code restriction that town manager contracts

be limited to one or two years.
At the June 1 work session Town
Attorney Tom Robinett pointed
out the existing town code conflicted with the Town Charter,
which holds sway and allow the
town and applicant to enter into
a mutually agreeable contract
without the time stipulation cited
in the code. Robinett suggested
the path of least resistance, altering the code to comply with the
charter.
Chris Holloway sided with Shae
Parker, who stated that with the
ongoing possibility of a total
change in a council majority perspective every two years, it made
sense to continue a system of annual review of the town’s chief
administrator.
However, the mayor ended up
siding with Conkey’s perspective
that longer contracts would attract more qualified candidates.
Conkey called the old code obsolete, and urged council to change
it, in order to change with the
times of increasing municipal

At left, town manager Michael Graham explains results are the key, not flittering electoral perspectives
on those results. From left, Shae Parker, Tom Conkey,
Carson Lauder, Mayor Tewalt (tiny face), Tom Robinett, Chris Holloway and Bret Hrbek listen.
competition for strong administrative leadership.
Recently council voted to a oneyear extension, to 2012, on Town
Manager Michael Graham’s ex-

isting four-year contract.
No second vote of approval
is required for this ordinance
change.
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Corridor lawsuit

Lauder said he believed it was important that the county “write a check” to the town to
help cover its legal expenses in “taking this monster on” should the case end up in court.
“If the town loses, the county loses also,” Lauder stated.

Town commits additional funds to corridor fee lawsuit
Lauder asks county to write a check to show its ‘shoulder-to-shoulder’ support
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
That a work session discussion
about ways to avoid all or nothing litigation over disputed Route
522 Corridor fees hasn’t altered
the town’s legal course was apparent exactly one week later.
During discussion of a transfer
of $45,000 from the town’s Gen-

Ivy Lodge
Gift Shop
101 Chester Street
Front Royal, VA
(540) 636-1446
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 4 pm

Great Gift Ideas, including:
Books, Pewter, Brass & Pottery
Locally Handcrafted Gift Items
& Much More

Proceeds benefit the Warren Heritage Society

eral Fund Contingency budget
to cover additional legal fees related to defending a challenge of
the Corridor Agreement, several
councilmen spoke to the importance of the town prevailing in
that lawsuit.
Tom Sayre, who removed the
appropriation from the Consent
Agenda to allow discussion, said
he wanted the public to know the
town was doing what it could to
uphold the agreement and the
collection of town fees tied to it,
and that, that effort was costing
town taxpayers another $45,000.
According to the motion made
by Sayre to approve the budget
transfer, that money will cover
outside legal expenses for “upcoming procedures” in the lawsuit.
Just seven days earlier Riverton
Commons officials, including attorney Clay Athey and Edens &
Avant Vice-President Sam Judd
asked the town to bend in order
to find a solution to what they
said will ultimately be a lose-lose
situation for all involved, includ-

ing the town, even if it prevails
legally (see related story).
However, it appears the town
is committed to proving in court
that its fees are not only legally
contracted, but legal in principal
regardless of any doomsday scenario’s corridor businessmen and
their attorneys regale them with.
Noting a letter of support from
the Warren County Board of
supervisors indicating “shoulder-to-shoulder” support of the
town’s legal defense of the corridor meals tax fee challenge had
not only been requested, but also
received, Carson Lauder upped
the ante on that expression of
support.
Lauder said he believed it was
important that the county “write
a check” to the town to help cover

   * On Main Street Since 1953 *
Selling RED JACKET®
WELL PUMPS to choosy customers
since 1991.

* Men’s Regular Haircuts *
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port of its case. Even North River
Supervisor Glenn White, a supporter of putting the county’s
support in writing, assured his
colleagues such a declaration
of support implied no future financial obligation by the county.
White said the board could consider any such requests individually, and was in no way obligated
to extend its moral support to legal or financial aid.
While Carter worried one step
would logically lead to the next as
the town’s legal expenses mounted, a majority concluded the
county could cross that bridge
when it came.
In the wake of Lauders’ June 22
statement, it appears White and
his colleagues have reached that
bridge.

ST NDARD SUPPLY

$9.99 Limited Time Offer
Royal Plaza Shopping Center - Next To Blockbuster
Credits Cards Accepted / Gift Cards Available

its legal expenses in “taking this
monster on” should the case end
up in court.
“If the town loses, the county
loses also,” Lauder stated.
When the board of supervisors
debated what action it should take
in response to the town’s request
for a written letter of support of
its defense of the restaurant challenge of the meals tax component
of the corridor fees, County Attorney Blair Mitchell assured the
supervisors such a letter did not
commit the county to any financial or even staffing obligation to
aid the town’s legal case.
Several supervisors, most notably Tony Carter and Richard
Traczyk, expressed concern the
town would eventually seek financial as well as emotional sup-
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[Graham] said the investors were at the point of having acquired the necessary financing
to build this facility, about $200 million …“We’re in the right time and place to do this and
it would provide all of our energy services,” Graham told council.

Solar farm

A real alternative energy revolution based in Front Royal?
No April Fool’s joke – investors, state officials eyeball solar-powered River City
By Roger Bianchini
& Lorie Showalter
Warren County Report
It may not have the “oomph” of
a perpetual motion, BIG BIRD
energy source based on a childhood toy as we reported on April
1, 2008, that the Town of Front
Royal had contracted for to revolutionize the international power
industry. – However, unlike local inventor-musician-humorist
John Kovac’s water-dipping BIG
BIRD, this energy “revolution”
might actually happen!
At a June 15 work session, the
Front Royal Town Council received a power-point presentation on a proposed solar power
project partnership between the
town and five companies described as “leading the field of renewable energy and energy conservation technologies.” Those
companies are SolAVERDE Inc.,
ENERGYCHEK, RTKL, Global
NES Inc and Reznick Group.
And while what they heard
wouldn’t undermine capitalism by
making the production of power
virtually free like Kovac’s BIG
APRIL FOOL’S BIRD promised
to do, it could put Front Royal at
ground zero of U.S. development
of a large-scale, environmentallyfriendly and cheaper municipal
power source, the sun – not to

mention provide most of the
town’s own power with some left
over to sell.
And this appears to be more
than an April Fool’s joke, at least
Town Manager Michael Graham appeared serious as he introduced SolAVERDE principal
Willie Lauterbach and others to
the work session. And a week
later on June 23, major players including Lauterbach were
back at town hall to discuss the
physical and fiscal variables that
could convert Front Royal into a
national and state showcase for a
public-private partnership massproducing solar energy for both
local and regional consumption.
On June 15, Lauterbach exhibited a sense of humor and grasp
of the implications of the economic climate after witnessing
the skepticism council greeted
earlier proposals on vision studies and contract compromises
that would cost the town money
in one way or another.
Lauterbach prefaced his presentation by telling council he
was glad he wasn’t asking them
for any money. Rather, what is
needed is land, a minimum of
150 acres, and cooperation, he
told council. Lauterbach said
the Front Royal-SolAVERDE-et
al solar project could produce
the largest solar power field on
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“It seems very good, everything seems to be falling in place … we’ll be able to create a solar field
that will satisfy most of our energy needs for our community, and have enough to sell back into
the grid. So, it’s a double good thing for the community …” – Town Manager Michael Graham

Solar farm
the east coast and would take
advantage of not only the project partners’ financial resources
and international development
experience, but also a favorable
governmental environment for
developing major and actually
environmentally friendly power
sources. A primary aspect of that
environment is REC’s, the sale of
Renewable Energy Credits, Lauterbach said.
Greg Horton told council the
sustainable energy project could
create 200 sustainable jobs.
Perhaps exhibiting the upside
of the private sector experience
and contacts he brought to his
first role in municipal government, Graham said discussion
with the major private sector
partners have been in the works
for months. He said the investors
believed they were at the point of
having the necessary financing to
build a massive solar power plant
here in River City, about $200
million Graham observed.
The eventual goal is for the town
to be able to produce the bulk of
its own power at substantially
lower rates, and also be involved
in the benefit of putting additional power back on the state
and regional power grid for sale.
That sale would help generate the
REC’s or tax credits that will help

make the project a financial winner from all angles.
“We’re in the right time and
place to do this and it would provide all of our energy services,”
Graham told council.
The Happy Creek Industrial
Park appears to be the frontrunner for a primary location for the
project, though there are indications multiple sites may be involved.
With council not totally out of
its earlier skeptical mindset from
the earlier presentations requiring significant capital outlay or
sacrifice by the town, Lauterbach
faced some scrutiny.
Tom Sayre asked about the
physical layout of the project,
whether there would be places
for residents to walk through and
how much land the panels would
actually occupy.
Shae Parker asked about downthe-road costs to the town, as well
as where the most financial benefit really lied. Lauterbach replied
that his proposal was “not a bait
and switch” proposition to lure
municipal partnership. However,
he added that if the town was
unresponsive to, or rejected the
idea outright, SolAVERDE and
partners would be forced to seek
another location.
Lauterbach pointed out that

Virginia was not the optimum
geographic location for such a
project, though he called the
commonwealth and Front Royal
good locations. He said who actually owned the land wouldn’t
ultimately affect the project’s financial bottom line, and that the
real profit would be generated
through the trade of the government REC’s. Lauterbach also indicated the project didn’t require
a municipal partner, only location and access to a nearby power
substation.
“Its real sustainable energy,
you’re going to control the price,”
Lauterbach told the town.
“It is an interesting opportunity to bring an energy producing
plant [here],” Graham told council. “But as much as I love Willie,
as Joe (Town Director of Energy
Resources Joe Waltz) said, the
devil is in the details. We have to
work with PJM (regional energy
provider
Pennsylvania-JerseyMaryland); how do we go about
telling them we’re going to start
producing all this power, including into the grid?”
Graham also pointed out the
project would require upgrades
to the town’s current electrical
system. – “Our grid only handles
42 Megawatts of power, what
happens when we drop 70 in,
we’ll have to see what upgrades
would be needed to drop it in, as
Joe pointed out.”
At the time of publication town
officials had not responded to
inquiries on how such a project
might affect the towns’ 50-year

commitment to AMP-Ohio’s
primarily coal-fired power production conglomerate. The work
session power point noted that
the town was locked into AMPOhio’s construction of two new
coal power and hydro power
plants to accommodate some of
the town’s future energy needs.

During past discussion, staff estimated the AMP-Ohio deal would
accommodate approximately 30
percent of the town’s projected
future energy needs.
A little help from our friends
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Solar farm

“Its real sustainable energy, you’re going to control the price,” Lauterbach told the town.

truly, WZRV New Director Mario Retrosi questioned Graham
about potential impacts on the
AMP-Ohio commitment from
the solar project during a June 25
Valley Today appearance (thanks
Mario).
“You will never 100 percent go
off the [regional power] grid, because even if we move forward on
this and we have enough power
for the Town of Front Royal just
through the solar, if we have a
tornado, if we have hurricanes or
something that knocks [the solar
panels] out, we have to have the
ability to have a back up source.
So what will happen is our dependency on the AMP-Ohio energy
will shrink. And we’ll be able to
use that at a time when we need
it,” Graham explained.
Riding the wave?
“I call this a defining moment in
businesses or life, or whatever it
is. And I think we’re at a defining
moment on this energy crisis that
we have,” Graham told Retrosi.
“And with our new president …
pushing that [alternate] agenda
very vigorously, what we’re finding is that there is a lot more interest … in solar technology. And

solar technology has just exploded. And I had an opportunity to
meet with Solar Canada, which
is the people we’re working with
on the solar panels, and they do
most of their work in Europe.
And they say Europe, the Orient
and everywhere else is advanced
over the United States. In fact,
the United States is way behind
in integrating solar power into
their day-to-day lives.
“To give you some ideas, Spain
offers an 80-percent rebate just
to put solar panels on each individual house. So you can almost
have the cost of the solar panels actually paid for in a year. So
that’s the kind of effort in Europe
that’s going on. Of course in the
United States, it’s much different
here,” Graham observed.
The town manager echoed his
work session comment that “the
devil is in the detail,” as the town
explores the parameters of becoming part of, dare we say it,
a veritable US solar revolution.
He observed that a number of
councilmen were taking a cautious approach to such a bold and
definitely not business as usual
proposition.
“It seems very good, everything
seems to be falling in place on

this as far as finances and everything else,” Graham said. “Really
what it is, is that we’ll be able to
create a solar field that will satisfy
most of our energy needs for our
community, and have enough to
sell back into the grid. So, it’s a
double good thing for the community: number one, we don’t
have to pay those nasty congestion charges and everything else;
number two, by selling it back to
the grid we let other people buy it
at higher prices [than our] while
ours continue to be low.”

buy your cheaper energy [from
other more traditional sources] at
night, because the power needs at
that time are far less (and cheaper).”
Graham also told Retrosi and
his 95.3 FM noon-hour audience
that if the plan is realized, “We
were told that Front Royal will be

the first – you know we talk about
green communities – but we will
be the first community to actually
really do it by being independent
of the grid.”
Talk about POWER – Today
Front Royal, tomorrow the world
– at least PJM’s little corner of it,
eh?

Today the sun,
tomorrow the …
Graham went on to explain
another benefit of incorporating
major solar fields not only into
the town’s electrical system, but
also into the regional power grid
(are you listening FCC??).
“The reason solar has so much
more popularity now is because
at peak times when you pay a lot
for power, like 4 o’clock in the afternoon – well, with solar that’s
when you’re pumping out most
of your energy. So you’re actually
producing energy when it’s really needed, at the time when it’s
needed. And you go out and you
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ENTER COUPON CODE
1111

Expires 7/10/09

Express Wash

$8.00

Special

- 3.00

Warren

County Report

Discount

Only $5.00

ENTER COUPON CODE
1112

Expires 7/10/09
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The artist said that while the home dating to 1795 had undergone a number of renovations that made its
current appearance different that that Lee and staff were hosted at by the Buck family in 1863, the general
physical ambience and documented historical record cemented his decision that history and his art could
mix at that location.

Mort Künstler

Künstler’s Bel Air appearance a rousing success
Remembering our past as the shadows of history loom all around us
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
June 13th was banner day for
Front Royal and its historical
Bel Air mansion, Bel Air’s current occupants, the LeHew family, as well internationally known

American artist Mort Künstler.
The crowd began gathering
well before the scheduled 10 a.m.
starting time for Künstler’s appearance to promote his newest
Civil War painting “The Autograph Seekers of Bel Air: General Lee, Front Royal, Va., July 22,
1863” and do some autographing
himself.
Künstler stayed busy throughout his five-hour appearance autographing a variety of sized and

priced prints of the “Autograph
Seekers of Bel Air.” The 77-yearold Künstler was gracious, sharing his time with not only patrons
of his art, but yours truly and
Warren County Report publisher
Dan McDermott. Unashamedly,
I will admit we two hard-nosed
journalistic professionals were
more like star-struck teens fawning over a passing celebrity as we
snapped away with two cameras,
and solicited a few autographs of

our own on our recent cover promoting the “Autograph Seekers”
signing event (show them the
picture, Dan).
As Künstler shared his time
with us I cast a wary eye over my
shoulder to apologize for holding
up the queue of print purchasers
waiting their turn. But alas there
were no immediately apparent
hostile glances as those close
enough to eavesdrop seemed to
be enjoying Künstler’s sharing

of the process of how his second
Civil War work set in Front Royal
came about – as for those of you
who were too far back to hear, accept this late apology for any delay we contributed to.
Künstler verbally verified the information published last issue on
how the new work came about,
pointing to his initial March 20
meeting with Bel Air’s current
owner Larry LeHew. During that
meeting the artist said he not

Main Street • Front Royal, VA

Showtimes: 622-9997

www.royal-cinemas.com
* Birthday Parties! *

Transformers:

Revenge
of the
Fallen
Starts

Congratulations graduates. Get started
on your financial future. Let’s talk.

June 24
Ice Age:
Dawn of the

Dinosaur

Starts
July 1

Harry
Potter

and the Half
Blood Prince

Starts
July 15

For a job done right, guaranteed, at a price that’s right!
Transmissions, Brakes, Tune Ups, Exhaust, Shocks, Cooling Systems, Oil/Fluid Changes & More

Over 20 million customers and 40 years in business!
• Certified Technicians • Locally owned & Operated
• Computer Diagnostics • Expanded Hrs: Mon-Fri 8-5pm
		 Sat 8-12 Noon

Financing Available
FREE
Computer
Scan!!!

10% OFF
ON ANY SERVICE (Up to $100)
May not be combined with any other offer.

The Best Transmission
Warranty in the Business
3 Years/36,000 Mile & Lifetime
Coverage Available Nationwide

540-636-4193

190 N. Commerce Ave., Front Royal, VA • www.aamco.com

540-636-4193

Valid only at 190. N Commerce Ave., Front
Royal, VA • Expires 12-31-09
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“And 50 yards in front and to the right side of the house, and at the base of a sloping and grassy hill, as you
can see back here, runs Happy Creek. It made sense that Lee and his staff would have stopped there to water their horses before leaving for the next stage of their journey from Gettysburg – and the name Happy
Creek itself is enough to inspire a painting!” – Morton Künstler
only familiarized himself with
the Bel Air property and its current state, but also the history as-

sociated with a stop by Confederate General Robert E. Lee and
his general staff as they returned

from Gettysburg in July 1863. The
March meeting with the LeHews
at Bel Air was facilitated through

Mort Künstler
Winchester’s King James Gallery, which handles local display
and marketing of many Künstler
works.
The artist said that while the
home dating to 1795 had undergone a number of renovations
that made its current appearance different that that Lee and
staff were hosted at by the Buck
family in 1863, the general physical ambience and documented
historical record cemented his
decision that history and his art
could mix at that location. “I became intrigued with the history
of the place and the numerous
possibilities for a painting. Then
there was Lucy Buck’s diary that
detailed her and her sister’s experience of the Lee stop following Gettysburg, I believe she was
20 or 21 and her sister 19 at the
time. And 50 yards in front and
to the right side of the house,
and at the base of a sloping and
grassy hill, as you can see back
here, runs Happy Creek. It made
sense that Lee and his staff would
have stopped there to water their
horses before leaving for the next

stage of their journey from Gettysburg – and the name Happy
Creek itself is enough to inspire a
painting!” Künstler said gesturing
over his shoulder.
Here seems an appropriate

Loving, Warren County
couple
wishing
to privately adopt
a newborn. Will
provide secure home,
unconditional love and
l a u g h t e r. E x p e n s e s
paid. Please call:

(866) 317-8054
Viviane & Mike

Valley Connector
Regional Shuttle
Commuter Bus Service
Above, Mort Künstler, at right, is gracious enough to pose with framed print of
most recent Civil War work set in Front Royal with purchaser Dee Stokes as the
setting of that work looms behind. Below–we got an autograph too!!!

Weekday service to: Dulles Airport; Vienna Metro;
Ballston Metro; Rosslyn Metro; Pentagon; Washington DC
www.shenvalleyconnector.com or www.vcapride.virginia.gov
Service provided by S & W Tours and Valley Commuter Assistance Program

703-825-5234

* With multiple daily routes to fit your schedule

JC’s Place
New York Style Bistro

Featuring homemade favorites:

Old
#7!

Pizza • Calzones • Subs • Italian Bread

Home of the famous “Old #7”
Open
Wed – Sun
Noon - 9 pm

Dinner Specials!
235 Rivermont Drive
Only 3 miles past the airport

631-3095

LIVE
MUSIC
1st & 3rd Thursdays
& Last Friday of each month
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Mort Künstler
place to recount the excerpt of
Lucy Buck’s diary “Sweet Hearth,
Sweet Heaven” describing Lee’s
departure from her father, William Mason Buck’s, Front Royal
home on July 22, 1863.
“And just as they were leav-

ing, the old gentleman hoped
we would not be troubled much
more by our enemies and bade
Nellie and me by all means not to
‘let any of those fine young Yankee
officers carry us off.’ We replied
that we depended upon him to

Dominion Health and Fitness
9816 Winchester Road • Front Royal

Stressed Out? Energize your life this Summer at
Dominion Health and Fitness • Membership as
low as $7.61 per week! Free Child Care! Buddy plan!

* Kids camp all summer! *

(540) 636-2820

Mountain Brook Estates
Have you been looking for that special piece of land to build
your full time, weekend or vacation home? If so, Mountain
Brook Estates may be just what you’re looking for.
Spring is a great time to look at property.
Builder and Surveyor available to show you the land at
your convenience.

Located in scenic Bentonville, VA this new mountain community of 10 lots (7 lots left
for sale) ranging from 5 to 11 acres has something for everyone. Lot 2 has views and
a pond and several lots have a stream going through them. High speed DSL Internet
will be available! For additional information, call Buracker Construction LLC, 540-6361879 or visit our website @ mountainbrookestates.net. Prices start at 129,999 up to
229,999. Directions from Front Royal: Take Rt. 340 South 9 miles to Bentonville. Turn
left on Bentonville-Browntown Road. Go 1 mile and turn left on Lockhart Lane. At the
end of Lockhart Lane, turn right. Subdivision begins at sign. Lots are marked. For
more information or to schedule an ATV tour please call Buracker Construction LLC
540-636-1879 or via e-mail at buracker@comcast.net
Looking for a builder? Call Buracker Construction LLC
540-636-1879 or visit buracker-construction.com

To advertise in Warren County Report:
Contact Alison at alisond@warrencountyreport.com • 540-551-2072
or Dan McDermott at editor@warrencountyreport.com • 540-636-1014
prevent such a possibility. Before
leaving he enriched Nellie’s autograph book and mine with his
name at the same time protesting
that he knew we would much prefer having our sweethearts’ there
rather than his. Dear old General!
– How I have always admired and
loved him …”
Morton Künstler,
American painter
It also seems appropriate here
to recount the personal history of
the artist who has become famous
for his depiction of American history, increasingly focused on the
American Civil War, as so much
of that history surrounds us here
in Front Royal, Warren County
and the Northern Shenandoah
Valley.
Born in 1931, Künstler attended
the Brooklyn College and UCLA
before studying illustration at the
Pratt Institute in Brooklyn. As a
New York City based illustrator
he sold to “The Saturday Evening
Post,” “Newsweek” and other periodicals. During this period he
also sold to advertisers and book
publishers, with several illustrations making the covers of Western paperback novels. Working with “National Geographic”
Künstler increasingly focused
on historical subjects and by the
1970s in addition to his illustration work, was selling Western
themed paintings to collectors.
Around this time a commission
from Scholastic Book Services
also led to 38 Künstler paintings
of animals. The first of a series of

one-man exhibitions at prominent New York galleries was in
1977.
In 1982 CBS-TV commissioned
Künstler to paint a scene to advertise the mini-series “The Civil
War” leading to a focus from
which he has never wavered too
far in the intervening years. A
book, “Images of The Civil War”
was published in 1993 as a companion volume to an A&E Network show of the same name. In
1994 Künstler was commissioned
by the US Postal Service for a
work commemorating a black
Civil War regiment, resulting in
issuance of the 1994 “Buffalo Soldier” stamp.
The level of Künstler’s popular-

ity and success might be ascertained from reproductions of his
work being circulated not only
in prints, but also on posters,
calendars, mugs, jigsaw puzzles,
among other things upon which
an artistic image may be placed.
It is safe to say Mort Künstler’s
art has made a strong cultural
impression on American society and those interested in its
history, particularly a Civil War
that remains a source of fascination across cultural boundaries around the world. Copies of
his prints are available through
the King James Gallery in Kernstown.
rogerb@warrencountyreport.com

Simply Cedar Log Homes • Linden, VA • www.SimplyCedarLogs.com
For more information on beautiful, energyefficient cedar log homes call Simply Cedar
Log Homes at (540) 636-8400 or email us at
simplycedarlogs@aol.com

Entertainment Schedule
June 26 - Eye Soar
June 29 - David Elliott
June 30 - Ralph Fortune
July 1 - Jake Trenary
July 2 - John Landes
July 3 - No Drama
July 6 - Ralph Fortune
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Obituaries
George Wallace Graham
George Wallace Graham, 70, of
Front Royal passed away Wednesday, June 24, 2009, at Warren Memorial Hospital in Front Royal.
A funeral service will be held on
Saturday at 11:00 a.m. at Maddox
Funeral Home. Burial will follow
in Prospect Hill Cemetery.
Mr. Graham was born June 20,
1939, in Lacey Springs, VA. He
was preceded in death by his wife
Edna Graham, and then met his
companion of sixteen years Betty
L. McInturff who passed away on
November 14, 2005. George was
employed by Rappawan, Inc. for
over 20 years as a truck driver
and heavy equipment operator.
He had many friends and to know
him was to love him. He loved to
cut up with friends and was quite
the ladies man. George enjoyed
the simple things in life; going to
“The Creek” hanging out with his
friend Ricky, supervising Shelley
on how to work in her garden,
or just sitting in the garage with
her husband Dale. He and Clar-

ence would spend the weekends
taking care of the yard work then
taking a break and drinking a cold
one. George was a big Redskins
fan and enjoyed watching his car
races. The thing he enjoyed most
in life though was making other
people happy. George has now
gone to a better place.
He is survived by his girls Diane
and Samantha Foster and was just
getting to know his new grandgirl
Ava.
Pallbearers will be William T.
Vaught, Jr, Clarence Deavers,
Butch Hupman, Shane Hupman,
Ricky Costello, and Dewayne
Showers.
Honorary pallbearers will be
Ritchie Vaught, Steve Showers,
Bobby Williams, and Hodges
Frame.
The family will receive friends
on Friday evening from 7:00 to
9:00 p.m. at the funeral home.

Ministry, he also conducted one
on one counseling. He was also
involved with Vets With a Mission, Promise Keepers, Bethel
Christian School and the Warren
Coalition. He served in Viet Nam
as an Army First Lieutenant.
He is survived by his loving wife
of nearly 20 years, Judith King
Kissinger; his children, Kristin
Fightmaster and husband Walter of Nokesville, Jill Estrada and
husband Jim of Stephens City,
Eric Kissinger of Nokesville, Steve
Norgaard and wife Karen of Lake
Oswego, OR and Wendy Knight

Stuart Henry Kissinger, III
Stuart Henry Kissinger, III, age
68, died Saturday, June 13, 2009
at Warren Memorial Hospital.
A memorial service was con-
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ducted on June 17, 2009 at New
Hope Bible Church, 80 North
Lake Ave., Front Royal with Reverend Terry Keaton officiating.
Stuart was born in Waynesboro,
PA on June 12, 1941 a son of the
late Stuart Henry and Josephine
Taylor Kissinger. Stuart retired
from civil service after 33 years
as a traffic manager and engineer
with the Army Corps of Engineers. He was a consultant for
Strategic Insight. He was a member of New Hope Bible Church
serving in the Transformation
Ministry and Vanguard Men’s

Obituaries
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SPACIOUS HOME. 4 bedrooms, 1 bath, living room, dining room,
breakfast room, unfinished basment. Offered at $110,000.

Brown & Rutherford Realty

www.brownrutherford.com • offices.era.com/erabrownrutherford
1220 N Royal Ave • Front Royal, VA 22630
Office: (540) 636-6121 • 800-551-7284
Fax: (540) 636-4288
Email: brrealty@lynxconnect.com

Bringing the resources of a Northern
Virginia law firm to the Valley.
Our practice focuses in the areas of:
Adoption
Family & Children’s Law
Health Law
Wills, Trusts & Estates
Personal Injury Law
Janet L. Ours (Admitted in VA)
David W. Silek (Admitted in VA and DC)
Stephanie Ryan (Admitted in VA and DC)
(703) 361-9700 • (703) 361-6400 (fax)
9306 Grant Avenue, Manassas, VA 20110
www.oaslaw.com

and husband Doug of Bend, OR;
and ten grandchildren.
In addition to his parents, Stuart was preceded in death by his
brother, Gary Kissinger and his
sister, Anne Glenn.
Personal condolences may be
offered to the family online at
www.turnerrobertshaw.com.
William Lee “Billy” Windle
William Lee “Billy” Windle, 52,
of Slanesville, WVA, formerly
of Front Royal, died Friday June
12, 2009 in Hampshire County,
WVA.
A memorial service was held
on Thursday June 18th at Maddox Funeral Home in Front Royal
conducted by Sammy Campbell.
Mr. Windle was born August
26, 1956 in Washington D.C., son
of Arthur E. and Patricia V. Layfield Windle. He had worked for
William A. Hazel Construction.
Surviving are his wife Linda K.
Windle; two daughters Bobbi Jo
Windle and Veasey Dawn Windle
both of Georgia; three step-sons
Frank, Mark, and Adam; two
step-daughters Karin and Sharon;
two brothers Dennis Ray Windle
of Kill Devil Hills, NC, and Arthur David Windle of Front Royal;
three sisters Betty Shell of Front
Royal, Frances Morris of Glennville, WVA, and Becky Hawes of
Stephens City; and seven grandchildren.
Honorary pallbearers were be
George Meadows, Eric Hawes,
Evan Hawes, Ricky Shell, Jr., Dennis Windle, Jr., and Howard Morris.
The family received friends at
the funeral home.
Memorial contributions may be
made to the American Heart Associaition, 7272 Greenville Ave.,
Dallas, Texas 75231 or to the Salvavtion Army, P.O. Box 269, Alexandria, VA 22313.
Arrangements were handled by
Maddox Funeral Home in Front
Royal, VA.

Office/Retail Space
For Lease

Landry Decorators

Call 540-635-3503

540-636-3177

1000 square foot space
Located at 201 East Jackson St.
Great location with heavy foot and street traffic

30 years experience
Painting (interior/exterior)
Plumbing • Carpentry
General Maintenance
* Licensed & Insured *
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Letters are encouraged. Please limit them to 750 words unless prior arrangements are
made. Email letters to editor@warrencountyreport.com and be sure to include your
name, town and contact information.

Letters
James W. Kilby
June 23, 2009
Warren County School Board
c/o Ms. Pamela McInnis, Superintendent
Warren County Schools
210 North Commerce Avenue
Front Royal, VA 22630
Re: Naming of Middle School
Please forgive my delay in writing about this issue. Kindly read
and consider my reasons for asking you to support the naming of
the school as the James Wilson
Kilby Middle School. I want to
also respond to those opposed
to naming the school after him
and why their arguments are not
valid.
A. Arguments in opposition
1. There are “already” two schools

Springfield
Computers
• PC & Mac
• New & Used Sales
• In-Home Repairs
• In-Shop Repairs
510 N. Royal Ave. • Front Royal

540-622-8055

named after a Black American.
How often have we heard the
argument that admission to
schools, appointments to jobs,
acceptance of contracts, everything should be based on merit?
Not on an allotment, not on quotas, not on numbers.
To name the school after James
Kilby is to base it on merit.
2. There were many schools where
desegregation was a controversy.
The most defining moment
in the history of this particular
school was its desegregation,
but not because of the final act
itself. What distinguished this

school from so many others was
the violence, the massive opposition to desegregation, and the
legal struggle which finally led to
permitting Blacks to enter that
school. Desegregation did not
come gently to Warren County.

where white sheets were burned,
his animals which were poisoned,
his water which was cut off, his
telephone on which life-threatening calls were received.

3. There were “significant” others
involved with Kilby in achieving
the desegregation of this school.

Any person who or any organization which promotes significant and controversial change
is often divisive. This is true no
matter how one behaves, no matter how the position is presented,
no matter how non-violent. Kilby

What distinguishes Kilby from
others is that he was the moving
party, the initiator. That he was
viewed that way by the community was abundantly clear then
and now. It was the Kilby home
where bullets entered, his land

Concealed
Hand Gun
Permit
* 2009 Training Classes *

SpringfieldComputers.com

Saturday: 9am - 5pm • $60

Bradley G. Pollack
Attorney At Law

Info/flyer: 540-635-7816

Criminal, Family, Estate Planning, Foreclosure, Land
Disputes, Personal Injury

148 North Main St.
Woodstock, VA 22664
540-459-8600
540-459-8670 Fax
bpollack@shentel.net

Clock
Repair
Expert Repair and
Restoration
of Grandfather, Wall,
and Mantle Clocks
Highest standards maintained,
all work guaranteed.
Pickup and delivery available.
I make housecalls!

Stan Stocker
Clockmaker
Linden, Va.

(540) 671-3749
stan@stansclockshop.com

5. Kilby was divisive.

was non-violent.
An example of divisiveness was
the opposition to War-Mart’s application to build on Route 55.
Many said it was the second most
divisive event in this Town. It was
achieved non-violently and with
formal protest to the Town Council and to the Courts. For me and
many others, it was essential to
deny Wal-Mart’s application at
that location.
Being divisive should not be
used as a disqualifying factor.

July 25 • Aug 08 • Sep 05

Grey Wolf Academy • Front Royal

KIE LAW, PLC
Nancie Gallegos Kie
Former Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney for Warren
County

Areas of Practice:

Criminal Defense • DUI/Traffic Cases
Contested & Uncontested Divorces • Wills
Personal Injury • Overweight Citations
437 South Royal Avenue • Suite G • Front Royal, Virginia

540.622.2KIE (2543)
Call anytime. Walk-ins welcome.
Evening Appointments available.
Located in the Sam Snead Realty building.
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Letters are encouraged. Please limit them to 750 words unless prior arrangements are
made. Email letters to editor@warrencountyreport.com and be sure to include your
name, town and contact information.
6. Kilby was not an educator.
Kilby was not part of the formal school system, such as a
teacher or administrator. He did
serve as President of the PTA for
the Front Royal Colored School.
He was a leader in achieving the
same education for the Black race
which was available to the White
race. He served to enlighten the
general public on the necessity of
doing so.
But naming a school should not
be limited to those who are or
were a formal part of the system.

Naming a highway is not limited to those in the transportation field; naming a library is not
limited to librarians, naming an
airport is not limited to pilots or
airport administrators.
B. Why it is important to name
the school after Kilby.
1. The desegregation of this
school was not only an act involving education but a vitally important act permitting freedom, the
freedom to be educated as other
citizens in the community are

educated. Freedom is what this
country brags is its most basic,
most worthwhile characteristic.
Without Kilby, desegregation
and this particular freedom in
this particular community would
not have occurred until many
years later.
2. The Kilby name on the school
would forever stand as a model to
young people that no matter how
poor, no matter the politics, no
matter the initial numbers against
you, you can prevail if you are determined and your cause just.
3. Achievement of an objective
without violence is a critical lesson.
4. Denying the name is denying
history. The historic records of
this episode will reveal that for
approximately 15 years Kilby’s
son, James M. Kilby, has asked
the School Board to name the
school after his father and he has
been rejected.

Lawyers serving
injured persons
involved in:
• Automobile accidents
• Tractor-trailer
accidents
• Wrongful death cases
• Workers’
compensation
losses

5. Naming the school after Kilby is a way of saying that Warren County has actually finished
with denying his significant and
predominant contribution to
this particular school. Not to do
so is embarrassing that Warren
County would deny this chance
to finally and fully accept and,
moreover, praise him for what
he did, not on a street but in the
very site, the entire school building itself.
James Wilson Kilby is the most
compelling and appropriate
name for that school and rises
well above all other names considered.
Thank you.
Sincerely,
Elizabeth M. Molchany
Front Royal
Medical flights

Carl N. Lauer

Managing Attorney

636-3030

1-800-698-4907

Editor:
Each month, volunteer pilots
from Angel Flight Mid-Atlantic
fly patients needing specialized
medical care, including chemotherapy and dialysis, to hospitals throughout Virginia. Many
of these patients are from rural
areas and would otherwise be
hard-pressed to receive the care

Letters
they need.
These flights are part of General Aviation (GA), which includes
all flying except the scheduled
airlines and the military. Right
now GA is being imperiled by
misguided plans in Washington,
D.C. If these proposals are enacted, the outlook could be grim
for patients who use Angel Flight
Mid-Atlantic, as well as for millions of other people throughout the country who depend on
General Aviation for services and

jobs.
Among the proposals are new
costs and regulations. Since Angel
Flight Mid-Atlantic pilots already
donate their time and planes and
pay for their own fuel, these increased costs could ground them.
The impact on patients who live
in rural Virginia could be devastating, because they would have
to drive long distances to receive
care.
The new charges and regulations would involve not only
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“It is not my job to micro-manage staff … I’m ecstatic we have staff saying we don’t need
these people … I don’t feel the Town of Front Royal’s job is to put people on the payroll
– our job is to provide services.” – Front Royal Vice Mayor Bret Hrbek

Letters
medical volunteer organizations.
With an estimated 65 percent
of General Aviation flights conducted for public service and
business, many industries and
services would be affected, including agriculture, emergency
medical evacuation, law enforcement, aerial fire-fighting, package
delivery and the Civil Air Patrol.
In addition, millions of jobs depend on GA, which pumps more
than $150 billion into the U.S.
economy. Two members of Congress deem GA so essential that
they formed a caucus to educate
their peers on its value to the
American economy and transportation system.
Recently, the Aircraft Owners
and Pilots Association (AOPA),
the world’s largest pilot organi-

zation with more than 415,000
members, launched General Aviation Serves America. The goal of
this national grassroots campaign
is to educate policymakers, opinion leaders and the public about
the vital role GA plays in our local communities and the nation’s
economy. Actors Harrison Ford
and Morgan Freeman, both avid
pilots, are volunteering their services in support of the campaign.
(To learn more about the General
Aviation Serves America program, please take a few minutes
to visit:
www.gaservesamerica.com
The importance of GA and its
impact on the citizens of Virginia
cannot be overstated. For more
than 80 years, General Aviation
has played a significant role in

the lives of millions of Americans
across the country. I hope you
will join me in our efforts to ensure that it’s around for another
80 years, and well beyond.
Craig Fuller
President
Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association
Metro accident
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trict of Columbia.
Jim Webb
United States Senate
Letters are encouraged. Please
limit them to 750 words unless
prior arrangements are made.
Email letters to editor@warrencountyreport.com and be sure
to include your name, town and
contact information.

The Honorable Daniel K. Inouye,
Chairman
The Honorable Thad Cochran,
Vice Chairman
Committee on Appropriations
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510
The Honorable Patty Murray,
Chairman
The Honorable Christopher S.
Bond, Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing and Urban Development
Committee on Appropriations
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510
Dear Chairmen, Vice Chairman
and Ranking Member:

* We have Moved! *

tion authorizing $1.5 billion for
WMATA over ten years (Public
Law 110-432). As the entire nation saw firsthand yesterday,
WMATA’s aging infrastructure
is in dire need for improvements
and upgrades. The requested
funding will be used for capital
improvements that will prevent
future fatal accidents. These federal dollars will be matched by
Maryland , Virginia and the Dis-

Yesterday’s tragic accident
highlights the urgency of upgrading the Washington Metropolitan
Area Transit Authority’s (WMATA) metro system to insure the
safety of our constituents. We
urge you to give immediate attention to our request for $150
million for WMATA.
We recognize that the National Transportation Safety Board
must complete its investigation
but initial reports indicate that
this crash could have been prevented. News reports found that
the train car that caused the fatal accident was an older model
that federal officials recommended for replacement. It did not
have a data recorder or modern
improvements to stand up to a
collision, and it was two months
behind on its scheduled maintenance. We are advised that
WMATA never replaced the car
because it would have been too
costly and complicated. Instead
WMATA made improvements to
the car to extend its service life.
The transit system in our Nation’s Capital should have sufficient resources to improve safety
and upgrade its aging infrastructure. This is why in the last Congress we championed legisla-

Engle’s Angle: Good News, Bad News
By Kevin S. Engle
Warren County Report
“You’re gonna get hurt,” my wife said.
“You’re too old to play softball.”
Those encouraging words came immediately after I informed her I was
coming out of retirement.
“Remember how you used to make
fun of guys your age who were on the
team?”
“I didn’t do that ……. did I?” Maybe I
did, but I only made fun of the really old
guys, not the ones in their 40s.
I was on the eve of another birthday.
Sure I hadn’t played in seven years, but
geez, I’m not in a wheelchair. Yet. It’s
bad enough that I have to battle Father
Time. Not my wife too.
When game day rolled around, she
politely declined to go, saying she
needed to clip the dog’s nails.
I was skeptical, especially since we
don’t have one.
“When they carry you off the field and
put you in the ambulance, I don’t want
to be there to see it.”
Thanks. I think.
So what happened?
There was good news and there was
bad news. The good news? I was still
in one piece. The bad news? As my
wife had feared, there were injuries. A
dislocated shoulder and a hamstring
pull. But the really good news? They
weren’t mine. My biggest complaint

was a sore hand from not enough padding in my glove.
Team Kevin – 1
Team Father Time & ”the wife” – 0
A week later, my wife politely declined
to go again, saying she had to give
Fluffy the cat a bath. Fluffy belongs to
the neighbors. The ones we don’t like.
Plus, I recently learned that cats are
bathing do-it-yourselfers. They don’t
need any help. Ok, I see what’s going
on here, although I’m not sure what it
is.
So what happened?
Just like the first week, there was
good news and there was bad news.
The good news is that once again, I
avoided having to ride in the back of an
ambulance. The bad news included a
sore neck, a sore shoulder and a swollen ankle. The really bad news is all
these things belonged to me.
Team Kevin – 1
Team Father Time & ”the wife” – 1
A few days later, the neck is better,
the shoulder is still somewhat sore and
the ankle is almost back to normal. I’ll
be ready for the next game, especially
since we have an extra week off.
So how do we break the tie? Can we
flip a coin?
Does anyone know if aspirin helps a
bruised ego?
– kevinengle456@comcast.net
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Warren County High School – 2009 Graduation
Carl and Emily Thompson Charitable Trust Fund – Top academic
female at Warren County High
School who meets all the requirements of 4 years in the Warren
County School System - $3,500
– Sarah Elizabeth Schmidt
Top 10 seniors in alphabetical
order for graduation
Rebecca Sage Birch – daughter of
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Birch
Nicole Lynn Bird- daughter of
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Bird
Brianna Lauffer – daughter of
Cathy and John Brishcar and the
late Bob Lauffer.
Kevin Allen Linger – son of Linda
Linger and Henry Linger
Among the WCHS students planning on entering the
military is Jesse Dove, headed for the U.S. Navy.
Awards
Q.D. Gasque Award – Brianna
Lauffer – class of 2009 - $100
		
Hugh D. Hite Award – Ashley
Leann Day - $500 and Plaque

Warren County Educational
Foundation Scholarship – Top
academic male at Warren County
High School who meets all the
requirement of 4 years in the
Warren County School System. $3,500 – Andrew Joseph Schurtz

Holly Marie Mills – daughter of
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Mills
Emily Patrick – daughter of Mr.
& Mrs. Douglas Patrick
Sarah Elizabeth Schmidt – daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Schmidt
Andrew Joseph Schurtz – son of
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Schurtz

Browntown Annual July 4th Celebration

Sean Patrick Thompson – son of
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Thompson

Saturday July 4th 2009

Taylor Clay Walton – daughter of
Mr. & Mrs. Kip Walton

On the grounds of the Browntown Community Center

Admission: Adults $4.00, Children 3 & up $4.00
(includes all kids activities) - Tots under 3 are free
Schedule of Events		
4:00 pm: Grounds Open		
4:30 pm: Parade
5 pm - 9 pm: Music - Live Bluegrass Band
“The Naked Mountain Boys” 		

Kids Activities Included in admission
Moon Bounce, Duck Game
Sack Races, Tug-O-War
Beanbag Toss, 3 Legged Races
Watermelon Eating Contest

Other Activities
50/50 Bingo, Cake Walks, Horseshoes, Pony Plop Raffle, Dunk Tank, Redneck Golf
Menu (kitchen open till 9)
Hamburgers, Hotdogs, BBQ Ribs, Baked Beans, Coleslaw, Chips, Homemade Desserts
& Soft Drinks
Fireworks at Dark
Fireworks Display sponsored by Browntown Community Center Assoc.
Please bring your own lawn chairs and flashlights
Sorry, no Pets! No Alcoholic Beverages. Rain Date: Sunday, July 5th
Browntown Community Center- 96 Browntown Road, 340 South through Front Royal, pass
skyline drive entrance, left at next light, 649 Browntown Rd. Go 8 miles, Community Center
on left. For information: 540-636-1879 or 540-622-6304.

2009 Valedictorian
Warren County High School
Andrew Joseph Schurtz
Andrew Joseph Schurtz, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Schurtz
has been named valedictorian

Warren County High School 200 Valedictorian Andrew Joseph Schurtz (left) and Salutatorian Sarah
Schmidt
of the graduating class of 2009
of Warren County High School.
Member of the National Honor
Society and Interact Club, Andy
has had a successful high school
career in a variety of activities.
He has been an outstanding band
member, playing in the concert
band, marching band and jazz
ensemble. His talent on the
trumpet has led him to be part of
a select group to perform for the
drama club spring musical “Into
the Woods”. He has received the
Louis Armstrong Jazz Award for
two consecutive years and was
selected for the All-District Band.
He is the recipient of the Harry
E. Parker Memorial Scholarship,
the Virginia Tech Pamplin Scholarship and the Shenandoah Valley Chapter of the Virginia Tech
Alumni Scholarship.
He was
also a finalist for the Prudential
Spirit of Community Award, and
a nominee for the Virginia High
School League Wachovia Citizenship Award.

WATERFRONT
HOME

Rare property, 200 ft.
Frontage - deep water on Shenandoah
River. Front Royal,
VA, New Master
Suite, 3BR,3BA,3FP,
Beautiful park-like
setting. Private boat
ramp, decks, dock,
pavilion, wet bar, jet
tub & much more!
Asking $349,900.

riverhouse2009@hotmail.com • 877-211-3135

Andy plans to attend Virginia
Tech and major in chemistry to
pursue a final career in Pharmacy.
Community minded trumpeter
describes Andy. Although band
takes up a tremendous part of his
life, he still found the time to be a
member of the freshman and JV
basketball team and the varsity

Huge Indoor
Church Yard
Sale!
Quality items including: TV’s,
exercise equipment, furniture
items, electronics, video games,
baby items, jewelry, perfume,
clothing, books and much more!
Proceeds to benefit youth
department and building fund.

Saturday, June 27th
8:00 AM- 2:00PM
Impact Christian Center
134 North Loudoun Street, (Old
Town Mall, Next to Post Office)
Winchester, VA 22601
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At left, Warren County High School Principal Ernestine J. Jordan gives a touching send-off to graduates while, at right, families greet
the class of 2009.
football team. However, community service and leadership are
Andy’s strong points. He was a
member of the Warren County/
Front Royal Chamber of Commerce Youth Leadership Class of
2008-09. He has supported the
work of the National Honor Society with the American Red Cross

blood drives, and he has performed volunteer work with the
Shenandoah National Parks. This
volunteerism contributed to his
successful completion of his Eagle
Scout Award and project, which
was to restore a historic dayshelter, build a 40 yard trail and
build picnic tables at various lo-

Need Cash?

cations in the park including Old
Rag Mountain. With all of these
activities, he still has found the
work ethic to maintain the high
level of academic achievement
taking honors and AP classes and
working part-time with his father
in the construction business.
Dr. Kenneth Castor teaches
Andy in AP Calculus and Honors

By Samantha Weaver

Front Royal
Federal Credit Union
has Home Equity rates
as low as 4.99%*APAAPRPR
*5 year. Loans up to15 yr. APR =
Front Royal Federal
Annual Percentage Rate. Financing
Credit Union
80% of appraisal minus balance on
230 N. Royal Ave.
First Trust. Member pays appraisal,
113 South St.
closing costs, & flood deterFront Royal, VA 22630
mination fee. Rate subject
540-635-7133
to change without notice.
Federally Insured
by NCUA
www.frontroyalfcu.org
Equal Housing Lender.

Untitled-1 1

6/10/2009 11:39:43 AM

• It was expatriate British novelist
Lawrence Durrell who made the following observation: “There are only
three things to be done with a woman: You can love her, suffer for her or
turn her into literature.”
• Have you ever known anyone who
engaged in verbolatry? In this era of
reality TV and instant everything, it’s
not likely. “Verbolatry” is the worship
of words.
• Every year, GMAC conducts its Na-

Physics. He has observed Andy
throughout his senior year. He
says, “Andy is a winner with extraordinary potential for future
success and leadership positions.
He is very intelligent, extremely
motivated and dedicated to academic excellence. Andy is truly
a first class, top rate student. His
motivation and strong work ethic

extends across the challenging
academic program he has selected.”
With his early decision acceptance to Virginia Tech he plans
to major in chemistry, and then
continue to Shenandoah University to pursue the doctorate in
Pharmacy.

tional Drivers Test, administered by
telephone to drivers in all 50 states.
Respondents are asked questions
pulled from official driver license exams across the country. This year’s
results are in, and they’re not encouraging. More than a quarter of those
surveyed -- 28.1 percent -- completely failed the test. Perhaps unsurprisingly, people in New York scored the
worst, while drivers aged 18 to 24
were more likely to fail than those in
other age groups. Drivers in Idaho
and Wisconsin tied for first place.
Interestingly, more men than women
passed, and drivers in the South had
the highest rate of failure.

that the perfect pint of Draught Guinness requires a rather lengthy process
(comparatively speaking), involving a
double pour. They’ve got it down to
a science, evidently; a proper pint
should take precisely 119.5 seconds
to pour.

• In Arkansas it is illegal to mispronounce the name of the state.

Thought for the Day: “If you do not
look facts in the face, they have a
way of stabbing you in the back.”
-- Winston Churchill

• Officials at Guinness Brewing claim

• In today’s economy, wouldn’t it be
nice if your kids could contribute to
the family’s finances? For instance,
Marla Olmstead, who is all of 9
years old, is an artist. A serious artist, in fact: Her paintings sell for up
to $25,000 each. Perhaps you should
take a second look at the pictures on
the fridge.
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2009 Salutatorian
Warren County High School
Sarah Schmidt
Sarah
Elizabeth
Schmidt,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Paul
Schmidt, has been named salutatorian of the graduating class
of 2009 at Warren County High
School in Front Royal, Virginia.
Sarah is also a graduating student
of the Mountain Vista Governor’s
School for Science, Math and
Technology. She will be attending the University of Virginia this
fall and plans to major in English
Education. Sarah is the 2009
recipient of the Robert C. Byrd
Scholarship, the Harry E. Parker
Memorial Scholarship for Band,
the John Phillip Sousa Award,
and the Semper Fidelis and Distinguished Student Awards from
the US Marine Corps. Sarah was
Warren County High School’s
nominee for the prestigious Jefferson Scholarship at the University of Virginia.
Highly motivated and talented
describes Sarah as a student at
Warren County High School. A
member of the National Honor
Society, Sarah has also been a
student athlete in Varsity Soccer
for four years, along with playing in the Concert Band, the Jazz
Band and Marching Band. She
was selected as the head drum
major for the 2008-2009 school
year. She performed solos for the
jazz festival and was selected for

the All – District Concert Band
as third chair alto saxophone.
Sarah was recognized with
leadership potential skills early
in her high school career, when
she attended the Youth Leadership Institute in 9th grade, the
Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership
Conference in 10th grade and the
World Leadership Conference
in Washington, D.C. Outside
school activities also kept Sarah
very busy. She has been a Girl
Scout, earning her Bronze, Silver
and Gold Awards, as well as organizing soccer clinics for the youth
of the community.
David Dingess, band director, probably knows Sarah better than any of her other teachers. Sarah has been a part of his
program for 4 years. He says,
“Sarah has maintained one of the
busiest schedules I have ever seen
and has made it look easy, even
though there has been nothing
easy about it. She is top in her
class academically, even though
she has a schedule that is loaded
with the challenging courses at
Governor’s School.” He continues to say that “her leadership
was essential in our improvement
and success in this year’s music
program.”
Sarah attributes her love for
English to Ms. Marilyn Corker,
her 9th grade teacher. Sarah
wants to become a teacher and
give back to her community
through teaching, coaching and

WCHS graduation

girl scouting. Sarah will achieve
her goals and become the leader
she strives to be.

2009 WCHS Graduates Entering the Armed Services
Jesse Dove – US Navy
Christopher Williams – US Ma-

rines
Trung Eric Nguyen – US Marines

The music you grew
up with and

RIVER REWARDS!
www.theriver953online.com
WIN:
TICKETS • GIZMOS • GADGETS

AND MUCH MORE!

Is your business advertising in Warren
County’s most popular newspaper?
If not, you are probably spending too
much to reach fewer people.

540-551-2072 or 540-636-1014
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Skyline High School – 2009 Graduation

The Warren County Educational
Foundation Scholarship, which
goes to the Top Academic Male
Student, will go to John Michael
Vrtis. The Carl and Emily Thompson Charitable Trust Foundation
Scholarship, which goes to the
Top Academic Female Student,
will go to Susan Ashley Maddox.
Both of these students meet all of
the requirements of being in the
Warren County School System
for 4 years. Each student will receive $3500.
The Hawk 4 Award goes to Susan Maddox. This award is given
to the student that best exemplifies the key attributes of success:
success in school, success in the
workplace, success in relationships; indeed, success in life.
Those attributes are:
Respecting Yourself and Others
Valuing Learning
Being Here
And Thinking Positively

Mr. and Mrs. John Lam
Savea-Ann
Loa Anakalea –
daughter of Ms. Renae Raudales
Jessica Brianne Lantz – daughter
of Mr. & Mrs. Jack Lantz
Susan Ashley Maddox – daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Keith Maddox
Brittany Lynn Schmidt – daughter of Carla Guiffre and Roy
Schmidt
Jeffrey Tyler Settle – son of Jeff
& Jen Settle and Sandra & Frank
Raynor
Zoe Diane Sumrall – daughter of
Mr. & Mrs. William Sumrall
LeAnn Sutphin – daughter of
Charles & Donna Sutphin
John Michael Vrtis –son of Mary
Vrtis & Nina Beran

TOP 10 SENIORS IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER FOR GRADUATION

Graduate Plans
25% of the class is going to a 4
year college
38% of the class is going to a 2
year college total of 63%
7% of the class is going into the
Military
3% of the class is going to a
Trade or Technical School
37% of the class is going to
Work

Ariel Elyse Fitzgerald – daughter
of Mr. & Mrs. Frank Fitzgerald
Kristal Nicole Lam – daughter of

VALEDICTORIAN

2004 Chevy Impala

4D Sedan, 6 cyl, auto, A/C, AM/
FM/CD, C/T/PL/PW/PS, Aluminum
wheels, R-defog, 69,246 miles
#880622

$6,989

(540) 635-2156 • (540) 635-9242

9 South Commerce Avenue • Front Royal, VA 22630

All lines of insurance:
Auto  Health
 Business
 Life
 Home



Insure with us
with confidence!
11 Water Street · Front Royal, VA

(540) 635-8401

The 2009 Valedictorian is Miss
Susan Ashley Maddox, daughter
of Mr. & Mrs. Keith Maddox. Susan is going to Virginia Tech and
has been accepted into the engineering program.
Her speech is as follows…..

Good morning everyone! Wow,
there are so many of you out there!
My little brother offered to give
this speech for me, and I kind of
wish I had taken him up on that
offer. But at the same time, it’s
great to see so many faces of support and love. On behalf of every
graduate here today, I say thank
you. Thank you for that support
and love you have given us every
day of our lives.
And here we are on graduation
day. Today is a really special day!
Graduates, today is all about us.
It is about you, it is about me, and
it is about us as a whole. It is as
this whole that we are number
one. As a whole we are strong.
As a whole we are champions.
We are Skyline High School’s
class of 2009!
As students begin the transition from high school to “the
real world” they are often overwhelmed with countless amounts
of advice. Since I am a graduate
as well, I don’t really have much
advice for my fellow classmates.
Rather, I would like to address the
triumphs of the graduating class
before you.
In our sophomore year at Warren County High School, we were
informed that there would be
a high school, called Skyline. It
would be the home of the mighty
hawks, sporting the colors blue,
green and gold. We were going
to be separated from fifty percent
of our friends and classmates the
following year.
A situation like that can either
make or break a student body.
We could have attended Skyline,
unwilling to give up our Wildcat
traditions. We could have cried.
We could have rebelled. But we
didn’t. We came to SHS openminded and eager to be a part of
something new.
The class of ’09 did not get to be
the last class to graduate from the
Luray Avenue High School, nor
the first class to graduate from
Skyline High School. Not first,

Supervisor Tony Carter and Skyline High School Principal Andrew Keller face the class of 2009–and the
bright sun–at graduation ceremonies.

not last. No fame and no glory.
And yet, the class of 2009
stepped up to the plate. Our
boys’ basketball team finished
second in the district and third in
the region this year. Tootie Jackson led the girls’ basketball team
to a second place finish in the district championship. Our football
team started off the season with
a 5-0 record. Ashley Rasmussen
finished first at states in the shotput this year, awarding Skyline its
first state title.
But it isn’t just our senior athletes. It’s the spirit you see at ev-

ery Skyline event. It’s the blue,
green, and gold all over town. It’s
the community feeling we have
here at Skyline and how we are
all friends. It’s the Hawk Flock!
Where is my Hawk Flock out
there?
So many Skyline traditions have
been set by this graduating class:
the students tailgating before
football games, the bonfire the
night before homecoming and
the homecoming parade.
Graduates, it is these events you
will remember from your senior
year. It is the friends you made

UMBERTO’S
Pizza & Pasta

170-4 Delco Plaza in Winchester – next to Costco

Family-owned business • Open Every Day for Lunch & Dinner

Sun - Thurs only:

Buy 1 Dinner get
2nd one 1/2 price!
Does not include Daily Specials or other
coupon offers. Only valid w/coupon.
Umberto’s. (Exp. 7-31-09)

Dine-in • Take-out
* CATERING *
Mon-Wed: Kids under 12
eat FREE w/ paying adult

540-722-3811

Regular & Catering Menus: www.umbertoscafe.com
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at this new school that you won’t
ever forget.
And soon each of us will leave
here and go forth, separated from
these new friends and our fami-

lies, seeking to make our mark
upon the world. Moms, please
do not cry for us. Be assured that
your child is going into the world
with the strength of a hawk. We

have all overcome this obstacle
and persevered! Know that we
CAN rise above when the going
gets tough.
And also be confident that your
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Skyline graduation
child is going into the world with
all your love and blessing. Dads,
Grandmas, Grandpas, I don’t
want to leave anyone out. This
part is for you all too. The lessons
you all have taught us will guide
us through the rest of our lives.
It is because of you that we have
made it this far. From dirty diapers, to t-ball practice, to school
field trips, to driving lessons,
to graduation day. You have always been there. Family is always
there, good or bad. Brothers and
sisters, grandparents and cousins,
aunts and uncles. And especially
to our parents we all owe a huge
thanks. We love you.
Finally, remember that your
child is going out into the world
with the support of the teachers
and administration of this school.
Our minds are filled with the
knowledge they provided. They
were always there for us, caring
more than they needed to. I especially would like to thank our
principal, Mr. Keller. The time
and effort he puts into getting to
know every student at this school
is outstanding. He goes above
and beyond. I personally owe
him a great deal of thanks for the
million times he helped me this
year, as I’m sure most every se-

nior here today does. No task
was ever too small or mundane
for his attention and no comment
or suggestion was ignored.
In closing, I’d just like to remind
my fellow seniors to remember
where you come from. We owe
where we are today to our experiences of yesterday. Remember
how you thrived at Skyline High
School and as a Hawk. I think
that if each of us applies that same
drive and heart to everything in
life, we will all prosper.
Finally, congratulations to my
fellow graduates. You have all
earned this moment today. You’re
awesome!
SALUTATORIAN
The 2009 Salutatorian is Miss
Ariel Fitzgerald, daughter of Mr.
& Mrs. Frank Fitzgerald. Ariel
will be attending the University
of Virginia and plans to study
biochemistry.
Her speech is as follows….
Every graduate sitting before
me has been working towards
this day for many years. Up until
this point, our lives have revolved
solely around school. It has been
the most important and dominant
part of life to all of us. It does not

Now’s the time to buy! Best
Prices, Lowest Interest Rates
* Your key to great homes at great prices with great financing *
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matter whether you were an athlete, or in drama, or even just a
regular student, we have all made
our own distinct mark upon this
school and its students. We are
the last split high school class of
Warren County and Skyline, and
in my opinion that makes us extremely unique. We remember
the joy we felt as sophomores
when we were finally able to walk
the halls of the old Warren County High School, but that does not
even compare to the joy we feel
now. The transformation from
a wildcat to a hawk, and from
maroon and grey to blue green,
and gold, was difficult. However,
we have all been an important
part of the development of Skyline High School. We have created many traditions that will
never be forgotten and we have
dedicated ourselves to the tremendous growth of love and respect for the Skyline Hawks. As
a result, we can all now proudly
call Skyline High School “home”.
But graduation signifies a new
beginning. We must now move
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From Left, Skyline HS 2009 Salutatorian Ariel Fitzgerald and Valedictorian Susan Ashley Maddox
on and take the next step of our
lives. Whether you plan on continuing your education or have
chosen a different path, I hope
you will take everything you have
learned here and use it to achieve
all that you have ever dreamed of.
I hope you will continue to strive
for excellence and never fall short
of your potential. As Ralph Emerson once said, “Do not follow

where the path may lead. Go,
instead, where there is no path,
and leave a trail.” I hope you follow these words and make your
own personal mark on the world.
Lastly, I hope you remember all
the friendships you have created
and the memories you have made
along the way. Whether you have
bonded with fellow classmates,
underclassmen, or even teachers,

I hope you are thankful for all of
the relationships that you have
made. I believe that we would
not be who we are today without
the support of our families and
all the faculty of Skyline High
School. They have all prepared
us for this, and will now be proud
to watch us receive our diplomas.
As soon as we cross this state we
are no longer high school stu-

dents, we are graduates. We have
been pointed in the right direction and now we must continue
on alone. We have our own goals
to achieve, ambitious to acquire,
and dreams to reach. I have faith
in this class and I am honored to
be a part of it. Congratulations
to the second graduating class of
Skyline High School, the class of
’09. Good Luck!

Are things just “not right” with that old campground membership you have?

Do you have an RV in your yard that you never use?

We’ll show you a better way!
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Thomas packs the house at R-MA commencement
Kindness, respect for others, self-discipline urged by Supreme Court Justice
By Dan McDermott
FrVaToday.com
Accompanied by a security team
at least six-strong, U.S. Supreme
Court Associate Justice Clarence
Thomas used humor and the wisdom of lessons “learned the hard
way” in offering old-fashioned
common sense advice to the 2009
graduating class at RandolphMacon Academy May 30.
The Supreme Court’s quietest
member displayed a dry wit and
sharp sense of comedic timing in
his talk which began with the admission that graduation was his
favorite day of school but that he
had no memory of anything that
had been said at his own commencement four decades previous or who had said it.
“I have no clue of who spoke or
what was said. I can only assume
that the bishop was the speaker
and he had a religious message
and had a message about character. So today I do not presume
that I will hold you in rapt attention,” he said.
He urged the students assembled at Melton Memorial
Gymnasium to pay attention and
promised to be brief.
Justice Thomas recalled his
high school years with fondness.
He graduated in 1967 from Saint
John Vianney Minor Seminary in

Savannah, GA. “The school has
long since closed but for the few
of us who were fortunate enough
to attend, it provided as rigorous
an education as could be found
in the deep south. For me, those
years were transformative,” he
said.
Thomas shared a favorite saying
that “If you want to know what is
down the road, ask the person
who’s coming back.”
“The gray hair and wrinkles that
you see on older people have been
earned the hard way by living and
dealing with the challenges of life.
We adults here have all been your
age. You have not been ours,” he
said.
Thomas’ nephew Mark had
previously attended the Air Force
JROTC school
Full audio of speech available on
frvatoday.com
Complete transcript
THOMAS: Thank you Gen. Hobgood for your warm introduction–for your friendship over the
years.
Honored guests, faculty, staff,
family, friends and most important–graduates, this is a wonderful day.
First I’d like to, on your behalf, to
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all the time! Coming Soon a new line of Hard Apple Ciders - 4 varieties!
Don’t forget to get your VA Wines here! Dinners 4-8 pm Tuesday-Sunday!

540-636-6329 • www.theapplehouse.net
EXIT 13 OFF I-66• 7 Days a Week
APPLEHOUSECATERING@HOTMAIL.COM

thank this wonderful institution.
I’ve had dealings with R-MA even
prior to my nephew Mark coming here. I have found it to be
understanding of the problems
of young people, willingness to
help them, whether it’s Tae Ho
Lee or Victor McCoy, to bring the
best out of them so that they can
go on with their lives. For that I
commend each of you and I commend this institution.
Also I’d like to remember for
a moment, at least let us recall
and think about young men and
women like Trey, in our armed
forces, who sacrifice and make it
possible for us to sit here in peace
today. Free people in a free country.
Next, let me congratulate each
of you graduates. I have to say,
graduation was my favorite day
of school.
AUDIENCE: (Laughter)
THOMAS: I still believe that
graduating from high school is
a very, very special event. I have
long thought that education was
the second door to freedom and
for me that door opened wide in
high school.
I treasured my high school experience more than my years in college and my years in law school
but, as Sir Winston Churchill said
under much, much different circumstances, this is not the end. It
is not even the beginning of the
end. But, it is perhaps the end of
the beginning.
As such, it is certainly a time to
celebrate, for each of you, a time
to pause and a time to take stock
of where you are, how far you can
come and yes, how far you must
go.
It is hard to believe but it has been
more than four decades since I sat
where you graduates now sit. It is
so long ago that I often wonder
what I could possibly say to any of
you that you might find relevant.
But be that as it may, there were
nine students in my graduation
class of 1967 at Saint John Vian-

ney Minor Seminary in the Savannah, Georgia area. The school
has long since closed but for the
few of us who were fortunate
enough to attend, it provided as
rigorous an education as could be
found in the deep south. For me,
those years were transformative.
Even so, I have absolutely no recollection of the commencement
exercises.
AUDIENCE: (Laughter)
THOMAS: I have no clue of who
spoke or what was said. I can only
assume that the bishop was the
speaker and he had a religious
message and had a message about
character. So today I do not presume that I will hold you in rapt
attention.
AUDIENCE: (Laughter)
THOMAS: I am sure that you are
anxious to move to the next stage
of your lives. Or perhaps a dinner
or a party.
AUDIENCE: (Laughter)
THOMAS: But I ask each of you
to give me your attention for a few
minutes. I promise to be brief.
Some years ago a friend showed
me a saying that has since stuck
with me. “If you want to know
what is down the road, ask the

person who’s coming back.”
In a sense, I have come back after
some forty years to give you a few
suggestions that might be helpful to you down the road of life,
at least the part of it that I’ve already traveled and already seen.
First, life is not easy. It is not easy
for any of us. It will probably not
be fair and it is certainly not all
about you. The gray hair and
wrinkles that you see on older
people have been earned the hard
way by living and dealing with the
challenges of life. We adults here
have all been your age. You have
not been ours.
AUDIENCE: (Laughter)
THOMAS: There is so much that
happens in those years that divide us. When I was a teenager,
I labored under the delusion that
I knew everything. With the wisdom that only comes with the
passage of years, the older folks
warned me presciently and ominously, “Son, you just live long
enough and you will see.”
They were right. Life is humbling
and can be hard, very hard. Life
is a series of decisions, good and
bad. And many are very, very difficult. It will be up to each of you
to make as many good decisions
as possible and limit the num-
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ber of bad ones. Then, to learn
from them all. And even when
all around you insist on making
wrong decisions, you must resist.
Being accepted or popular for
doing what is wrong is an awful
Faustian bargain and as for all
Faustian bargains, not worth the
cost. It is never wrong to do what
is right–hard but never wrong.
Whatever your next endeavor after this day, do it well. If it is a job,
the military or–as is the case for
virtually all of you–college, do it
to the best of your abilities.
Each year at the court I hire four
new law clerks. These young
men and women are the best of
the best. The major difference
between them and most of their
peers is self-discipline. By self
discipline I mean doing what you
are supposed to do and not doing what you aren’t supposed to
do. Though there are countless
distractions wherever you go and
whatever you do, you must take
care of your business. Remember,
the rewards of self-indulgence are
not nearly as great as the rewards
of self-discipline.
But even as you take care of your
business, there are a few other
characteristics that I believe are
crucial.

like prodigal sons and daughters,
they will always be there. Even if
we don’t deserve them and often
we don’t.
Having needed them myself, I
know they will always be your
saving grace.
Trustworthiness and honesty are
also at the top of the list.
If you can’t be trusted with small
matters, how can you be trusted
with large ones or important
ones. It may be hard to be honest
but it’s never wrong.
For my part, I can only work with
honest people. I need to be able
to trust them.
Conscientiousness and timeliness are also very important.
As I tell my law clerks, I want my
work done and I want it done on
time. No matter what you do, do
it right and do it on time.
My brother used to say that he
hurried up to be early so he could
wait. Not a bad idea.
Gratitude and appreciation.

At the very top of the list are
the three F’s: faith, family and
friends.

None of you–and I mean none of
you– made it here on your own.
There are people in your lives
who gave birth to you, raised you
and loved you–even when you
were not so lovable.

When all else fails and we feel

AUDIENCE: (Laughter)
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THOMAS: Thank those people
who put up with your antics and
yet loved you through it all. Thank
those who have helped you, even
in the smallest way. You can never
know how much a simple thank
you means to a person.
Thank the people who paid your
tuition and your expenses. There
are those who helped you and
counseled you through tough and
difficult times or when you had
to make hard decision and were
compassionate enough to tell you
what you needed to hear not necessarily what you wanted to hear.
Take some time today, this day, to
thank them, much as Tae did.
Thank your parents. Then try to
live your lives as though you really appreciate their help.

her and me on the bureau. She
clutched it, almost lovingly and
pulled it close to her chest. This,
she said, goes into my coffin.
Thank your parents, your teachers and all who help you. A simple
thank you will do wonders. Make
it a point to do it today.
Next, stay positive. There will be
those around you who are cynical and negative. These attitudes
are cancers of the spirit that add
nothing worthwhile and detract
from so much that is good. Associate with people who add to
your life not subtract from it.
Perhaps it would be a good idea
to associate with people whom
you are comfortable introducing
to your parents, to your ministers, to your mentors or to other
authority figures in your lives.

I never took the time to properly
thank my grandparents, the two
people who saved my life and my
brother’s and made it possible for
me to be here today. Deep down
I know they understand as they
always did and as parents always
seem to find a way to understand.
But it is a burden that I will carry
to my grave. So don’t put it off, do
it today.

Always have good manners. Good
manners will open doors that
nothing else will. And if given the
choice between two competent
persons, most of us will opt to
hire the one with good manners.

Almost 30 years ago I visited my
8th grade teacher. It was the first
time I had seen her since I was in
high school. I thanked her for all
she had done for me. She told me
the truth. She was compassionate
by being honest and by having
the highest expectations for me.
In the course of our conversation
I said that I was probably one of
many who had already come back
to thank her after her more than
40 years of teaching. She said,
“No, you are the first.”

AUDIENCE: (Laughter)
THOMAS: Believe me, they remember. And not as kindly as
you might think. I thank God my
grandparents made me address
adults properly and made me say

One final note about her. A few
years ago on one of my visits with
her in a retirement convent in
New Jersey, she showed me her
tiny room. It was simply decorated. A small bed, a bureau and
a chair. While telling me about
the room, she listed the items
to be given away after her death.
She is well into her 90s now and
has been a nun for over 75 years.
It was along the lines of a rosary
to her niece, a prayer book to
the Franciscan Sisters and other
items to various family members. There was a large photo of

Another bit of advice. No matter what older adults say about
calling them by their first names,
don’t.

please and thank you, Sir and no
ma am, mr., mrs. or miss.
Finally, the golden rule that is almost universal. Treat others the
way you would like to be treated.
If you want to receive kindness,
respect and compassion you
must first give it. But to do that
you must first have them yourselves.
There are no guarantees in life.
But even with all these uncertainties and challenges, it is worth living the right way and I assure you
I would trade places with you in a
heartbeat to do it all over again.
As you commence the next chapter in your young lives, I urge
each of you to do your best, to
be your best. Each of you is a
precious building block for your
families, your communities, your
country. It is truly up to each of
you to decide exactly what kind
of building block you will be and
you will become.
I congratulate you on your graduation and I wish each of you Godspeed and good luck.
Full audio of speech available on
frvatoday.com
editor@warrencountyreport.com
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Business

Royal Entertainment nets chamber Business of Year
BRAC, Boyles and Matthews garner other top recognitions at annual banquet
By Cara McBroom
Warren County Report
Recently the Front Royal-Warren County Chamber of Commerce acknowledged outstanding community contributions by
its membership. Top Award winners at the Annual Awards Ban-

quet were:
• Business of the Year, The Royal
Entertainment Group, which is
Royal Cinemas and Royal Family
Bowling Center.
• Non-profit of the year, Blue
Ridge Arts Council
• Education Award, Mary Matthews - “I love kids and that’s the

New Beginnings Community Greetings
“Introducing Your Business to
New Homeowners in our Community”

***

P.O. Box 1025
Front Royal, VA 22630
540 635-8660
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At left, Rick Novak’s Royal Entertainment Group was named business of the year.
He is congratulated by Warren Memorial Hospital President Patrick Nolan

June 29-July 5, 2009

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Get
your facts together and become familiar with them before you have to face
up to that interview. The better prepared you are, the easier it will be to
make that important impression.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) New
information might warrant changing
your mind about a recently made decision. Never mind the temporary confusion it might cause. Acting on the truth
is always preferable.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Creating a loving atmosphere for those you
care for could pay off in many ways.
Expect to hear some unexpected but
very welcome news that can make a
big difference in your life.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Stepping away from an old and seemingly
insoluble problem might be helpful.
Use the time to take a new look at the
situation and perhaps work out a new
method of dealing with it.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) You’re
still in a favorable goal-setting mode.
However, you might need to be a little
more realistic about some of your
aims. Best to reach for what is currently doable. The rest will follow.
VIRGO (August 23 to September
22) A setback is never easy to deal
with. But it could be a boon in disguise. Recheck your proposal, and
strengthen the weak spots. Seek
advice from someone who has “been

there and done that.”
LIBRA (September 23 to October
22) Coming up with a new way of handling a tedious job-regulated chore
could lead to more than just a congratulatory memo once the word reaches
the “right people.” Good luck.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) What you might call determination someone else might regard as
stubbornness. Look for ways to reach
a compromise that won’t require a
major shift of views on your part.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to
December 21) You’re still in a vulnerable mode vis-a-vis “offers” that sound
too good to be true. So continue to be
skeptical about anything that can’t be
backed up with provable facts.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to
January 19) Thrift is still dominant this
week. What you don’t spend on what
you don’t need will be available for
you to draw on should a possible
(albeit temporary) money crunch hit.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Staying close to home early in
the week allows for some introspection about your social life. Sort out
your feelings before rejoining your
fun-time fellows on the weekend.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20)
It can be a bit daunting as well as exciting to find yourself finally taking
action on a long-delayed move for a
change. It helps to stay with it when
others rally to support you.
BORN THIS WEEK: Your love of
home and family provide you with the
emotional support you need to find
success in the outside world.

three major areas of focus, membership and retainment (current
membership is at 600); programs
and events (he was at a nice one);
and communications (especially
important in a down economy).
“I’m excited for a better year
for businesses. The economy is
making a turn around,” Chamber
Director Niki Foster said look-

ing into her crystal ball. “And it’s
nice to see folks upbeat. Things
are becoming more positive and
we’re excited about it.”
Also acknowledged were board
of directors members: Katie
Tewell (re-elected), Mike Boble
(re-elected), Todd Jones (reelected), Charlie Sackett and Eric
Rodney.
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Business

Wal-Mart welcomes new store manager
By Cara McBroom
Warren County Report

Formerly from Burke, VA, Michael Johnson has been
tapped to head Front Royal’s Wal-Mart

Warren County’s Wal-mart has
introduced a new store manager,
Michael Johnson. Johnson relocated to the Front Royal area in
May from Burke, Virginia, where
he managed a 104,000 squarefoot Wal-mart. He was born and
raised in Burke but is looking forward to the professional opportunity to manage a larger store,
203,000 s.f. here.
Johnson said the change of locales has gone well so far and that
he is becoming familiar with not
only his new staff, but customer
base as well. As a manager, Johnson is responsible for training
employees and seeing that cus-

tomer complaints or concerns
are addressed.
One thing Johnson is excited
about is continuing to facilitate
Warren County’s first Wal-Mart’s
integration into the community.
“We take a very generic model
of the store and customize it to
fit the community. It’s a relatively
new store and it’s important to
cater to the area,” Johnson said.
Johnson said his favorite thing
about his job is that it’s always

Going “Green”
One Step at a Time
Advertisement

44 year old man needs
enough work to survive
I will haul away any scrap metal you have around your home, farm
or business FREE of charge. I presently make $4.00 per hundred
weight minus gas for the scrap I haul from your place for FREE.
I will remove for FREE... vehicles and/or parts, tractors or other machinery, freezers, refrigerators, AC units, washers, dryers, furnaces,
hot water heaters, iron tubs, sinks, pipes, radiator heaters, car engines,
transmissions, rims, lawn mowers, tillers, riding tractors, weed-eaters, snow blowers, bicycles, wood stoves, aluminum camper shells,
campers, trailers and anything else metal... FREE... FREE... FREE so
call me and I’ll haul it and the mess disappears FREE of charge. I’ll
travel to Warren, Clark, Frederick and maybe other places depending
on amount to be hauled.
I also can do tree work, clean out basements, buildings, attics or
homes to be rented for very affordable rates and the estimate is FREE
so please call.
If everyone would think about that one job that they have wanted to
get done but haven’t gotten to it yet... call me and just as this country
was founded on the bartering system,,, we will do just that... we will
figure out how to agree on the price and get it done.
I would also like to take the time to say thanks to all who have called
since I started running this ad... I have met and worked for a lot of
good people.
Realtors please call.
Citizens please call.
Business owners please call.
Contractors please call.

Thanks for reading.
Thanks for calling

540-631-4020

B&A
Cleaning
Service
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Great Rates

Along with reducing your impact on
the earth’s resources, “going green”
can often save you money. And it
doesn’t necessarily have to involve a
big lifestyle change. Here are some
simple steps you can take to live a bit
“greener.”
At Home:
• Buy local meats, dairy products
and vegetables. Wash clothes in cold
water and dry them on a line outside.
Shop garage sales or buy used instead
of new. Buy a faucet filter and stop
buying bottled water. Install ceiling
fans and turn off the A/C.
• Install a low-flow shower head.
Use a water drum to collect roof rainwater for watering the garden and
lawn.
• Instead of using pesticides that
contain chemicals, look for cheaper
and safer alternatives. For example,
sugar and boric acid is said to kill ants.
At Work:
The greenest way to go to work is
not to go to work. Telecommuting
saves on clothing costs, eating out,
vehicle use and so much more. But if
you have to show up, there are ways to

changing. In fact his role in the
company has changed from beginning as a cart pusher in Christiansburg.
“Everyday there are new opportunities. It’s never boring.
I’ve never sat at a desk and said,
‘What am I going to do to get me
through the day?’ ”
Welcome to Warren County,
Michael. – Now when does that
sale start in summer leisure
wear?
“go green” at work.
• Don’t buy office supplies until
you’re sure you can’t make do with
what you have. Print double-sided
pages. Make your own scratch paper
out of the reverse side of paper that
would ordinarily end up in the trash.
Decide if software upgrades would let
you get another six months or a year
out of your computers. Lower (or
raise) the thermostat one degree.
• For commuting, keep your car
tuned up to reduce emissions and
increase your gas mileage. Reduce
your highway speeds to save gas. Use
public transportation, if possible, or
walk, bike or carpool.
Not everything “green” is a money
saver, however.
• Compact fluorescent light bulbs
cost more when you buy them, and
you might have a problem getting rid
of them later if stores in your area
aren’t signed up to collect and dispose
of CFLs.
• Green cleaning products cost more
and are thought not to work as well.
Look for products you can make yourself with simple ingredients.
You don’t have to “go green” all at
once. Take it a few steps at a time and
you could end up with a bonus: a lessexpensive lifestyle.
David Uffington regrets that he cannot personally answer reader questions, but will incorporate them into
his column whenever possible. Write
to him in care of King Features Weekly
Service, P.O. Box 536475, Orlando,
FL 32853-6475, or send e-mail to
columnreply@gmail.com.
© 2009 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Stanley said current county statistics indicated the actual central point of countywide population was virtually at the new Warren County High School off Westminster Drive on the southeast side of town. That
location is perhaps two miles from the planned county public safety facility site.

911 center

Town, county discuss benefits of joint 911 dispatch center
Bridge opening, improved communications on development proposals sought

FRPD Chief Richard Furr, Warren County Sheriff Daniel McEathron and Town Councilman Carson Lauder
ponder various aspects of joint law enforcement operations.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Despite some initial questions
about the organization, process,
location and cost benefits it appears the Town of Front Royal
and Warren County may be moving toward progress and an ultimate consensus on including a
joint 911 law enforcement/emergency services Dispatch Center
as part of the county’s planned
Public Safety Building. That approximate 38,000 square foot,
$13 to $14-million building is
planned for a 15-acres site on
county property just northeast of
Skyline High School and between
the access roads leading from the
highs school to 340 South and
Criser Road.
At the quarterly town-county
liaison meeting of June 18, Mayor
Eugene Tewalt peppered both law
enforcement and county officials
for an explanation of the benefits
of joint dispatch and assurances
that the town’s citizens would
not be ill served were the town
to move its dispatch operations
outside the town limits. However
by meeting’s end, both Tewalt
and County Board Chairman Archie Fox appeared to agree that
the estimate of benefits of joint
911-dispatch presented appeared
to outweigh any potential prob-

lems.
Both Warren County Sheriff
Daniel T. McEathron and Front
Royal Police Chief Richard Furr
had departed after the dispatch
center discussion to accommodate their schedules. However in
the first of the two liaison agenda
items discussed, the county’s two
“top cops” appeared to agree
joint dispatch has reached the
stage where any possible drawbacks have been addressed and
overcome.
Chief Furr explained that when
the joint dispatch topic had first
been raised several years ago,
there was serious concern that
“after hours” calls revolving
around such things as town power outages could be adequately
addressed by joint dispatch. Furr
said there now are third-party
services, including one based out
of Harrisonburg, that appeared
to provide precisely the service
needed to assure no loss of town
response in such cases.
Both McEathron and Furr
agreed that separating emergency dispatch 911 calls from
more routine or administrative
calls would prove a benefit to all.
– “Then dispatch can focus on
what they’re supposed to be doing,” McEathron said, explaining
that calls to administrative and
other departments often went

through dispatch in the current
set up.
At this time all 911 calls go
through the sheriff ’s office, which
has state 911-budget grant funding sources. Calls requiring FRPD
or emergency services responses
are then forwarded to the appropriate department. Moving to the
new system would eliminate an
additional call between the sheriff ’s 911-dispatch and responding
units from FRPD or emergency
services. Ultimately that could a
lifesaver for town citizens in very
time-sensitive emergency situations, both Furr and McEathron
agreed.
The chief and sheriff said each
department now employees five
dispatchers, two of whom are on
duty at each department at any
given time. In a joint scenario
it was stated that a total of only
three dispatchers would be on
duty at any one time, so reducing
shift costs, particularly from the
town’s perspective.
Questioned
about
design
changes that might be required
at the county’s planned new public safety building to accommodate joint dispatch, McEathron
said it was not a problem. That is
because the idea of joint dispatch
was factored into the original
plan given to the project’s initial
design consultant, Moseley Architects.
Joint headquarters?
While positive movement was
made toward joint dispatch, the
notion of a combined headquarters for town and county law enforcement appeared to be going
nowhere.
Councilman Carson Lauder observed the current council consensus appeared to be that the
police station needed to be within
the town limits. However, Mayor
Tewalt observed that consensus
could rapidly change from election to election. Lauder agreed
any existing council consensus
could change multiple times before the new public safety building is built.
County Administrator Doug
Stanley also pointed out the
proposed public safety building

site was directly adjacent to the
town’s southern boundary at Criser Road and 340 South. While at
one edge of town, that location

is probably less than a mile from
the current FRPD headquarters
on West Main Street and Luray
Avenue. Commenting on the im-
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County Administrator Doug Stanley says town police
dispatchers can go “right here,” as Chief Furr listens
and Supervisor GLenn WHite gets a closer look.
portance of central law enforcement location to both the county
and town, Stanley said current
county statistics indicated the actual central point of countywide
population was virtually at the
new Warren County High School

off Westminster Drive on the
southeast side of town. That location is perhaps two miles from
the planned county public safety
facility site.
McEathron noted that his department was in immediate need
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“We just want to make sure we’re all on the same page and working in the same direction.” – County Administrator Doug Stanley on improved communications regarding
Reciprocal Rezoning Proffers between town and county
of a new and expanded administrative facility and the FRPD was
likely in a similar situation. The
sheriff noted the current plan is
for the new public safety site to
accommodate county needs for
20 years.
Lauder asked if it was feasible to accommodate a separate
FRPD headquarters adjacent to
the planned county facility at a
later date?
“Do you want my short answer?
– No,” Sheriff McEathron replied.
Stanley observed that while
the site adjacent to Skyline High
School was 15 acres, perhaps
only 5 to 7 of those acres would
accommodate the actual building
currently planned as a one-story
structure.
In conclusion, the mayor asked
his police chief to prepare a written summary of the cost, logistics
and perceived benefits of joint
dispatch for council to consider.
He also asked if the county needed a final answer within a specific
timeframe. Stanley replied that
while there was no “drop-dead”
date approaching through July,
sooner was better than later.
Reciprocal zoning proffers
Liaison’s other topic required
much less detailed analysis and
back and forth. It was agreed that
it would be a mutual benefit if
back and forth communications
on potential impacts of residential rezoning applications in one
municipality, upon the services
of the other, were more efficient.
In a June 18 memo to council,
Town Planner Andy Conlon noted the town-county Reciprocal
Zoning Agreement was a 2004
amendment to the 1999 Route
522/340 Corridor Agreement.
He stated the amendment was
designed to let each municipality
comment on development rezoning proposals in the other during
the review and public hearing
process.
Conlon cited two recent development proposals within the
town limits, one by Chris Ramsey
(that had been on the table for
two years) and one by Front Royal Limited Partnership. Both are
located in the Leach’s Run-Happy
Creek Road area.
Conlon stated that Ramsey had
been turned down in part because the applicant had “refused
to proffer measures to mitigate
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HOLLYWOOD ... When Nicole
Kidman walked out on Woody Allen,
he had to find a replacement for his
latest film. So he tested umpteen
actresses until he found just what he
wanted in British actress Lucy
Punch. A relative unknown, Punch
has had roles in “The Class” on CBS,
“Hot Fuzz” and “Ella Enchanted.” She
also will star in “Young Americans,” a
comedy scheduled for January
release. At this writing, Woody hasn’t
named his film, which will feature the
formidable cast of Antonio Banderas, Sir Anthony Hopkins, Naomi
Watts and Josh Brolin. Shooting
begins this summer in London.
Remember the name Lucy Punch
(how could you forget that one?).
Want to get your own TV show? One
way is to have eight babies. Octomom
Nadya Suleman has landed a realityshow deal. Wouldn’t it be fun if
Conan or David Letterman booked
her for an interview on their late-night
shows, and she showed up with all 14
bambinos?
And speaking of babies, how’s this
for a plot? Halle Berry will star in
“The Plot.” This about a couple desperate to have a baby who find themselves in a terrible situation when they
learn the surrogate they hired to carry
the baby is insane. The film is based
on the book by Kathryn Mackel.
Take a good long look at any recent
picture of Jack Nicholson. It’s a fresh
face, the way one looks after a little
tuck here and there. He is joining the
cast of an as-yet-untitled romantic
comedy starring Reese Witherspoon
and Owen Wilson. This about a professional softball player (Witherspoon) torn between two men. One a
solid businessman, the other a charming ballplayer. As I understand it, Jack
will play the father of the girl. Anytime you would like to see him in person, go to a Lakers basketball game.
He’s always there.
Cher is in the news again. This time
around she is suing Universal Music

Lucy Punch
Group. Her claim is the company
ripped off her and the heirs of Sonny
Bono to the tune of $5 million. And
just in case you didn’t know, the lady’s
full name is Cherilyn Sarkisian La
Piere, and she has two offspring:
Chastity and Elijah Blue.
So, shoot me. I’m not a Conan
O’Brien fan. He’s a bit too “cutsie frenetic” for my taste. I prefer the laidback type, but as the French say, “chacun à son goût.” If you saw his opening show, you saw him running from
New York to Los Angeles. For me it
was like watching a promo for “What
Makes Sammy Run.” And to fans of
Jay Leno: Don’t be sad. He’ll be back
in September at 10 p.m. on NBC.
***
BITS ’N’ PIECES: Leonardo
DiCaprio in the Big Apple taking in
play after play and giving audiences a
thrill when they caught sight of him. ...
Coming out this way? Want to see
celebs? Try The Grove and the adjacent Farmers Market in the Fairfax
District. They could be and are shopping there, just as “me and thee.” ...
And did you know that Errol Flynn
was quite a drinker? I’m told he would
inject oranges with vodka using a
hypodermic syringe and bring them to
his film sets.
© 2009 King Features Synd., Inc.
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911 center
County fiscal impacts.” Conlon
added the town planning staff
was currently awaiting a response from the county on impacts related to the Front Royal
Limited Partnership application.
He added that he was aware of no
instances of the county sending
rezoning applications to the town
for impact review within the past
year. He added the town had,
however, been given an opportunity to comment on the county’s
review of Comprehensive Plan
Amendments under consideration.
“We just want to make sure
we’re all on the same page and
working in the same direction,”
Stanley commented.
It was agreed that future staff
communications on such impacts
between the town and county
also be sent to the full board and
council membership to make sure
all elected officials were aware of
the issues on the table in a timely
manner.
Lauder suggested a 60 to 90 day
turnaround between the municipalities on requests and responses as a starting point for improvement.

a brief discussion of when the
completed, five-land North Fork
Bridge would open and how
lighting it would be facilitated.
The county administrator
told the committee Sept. 1 was
VDOT’s projected deadline for
opening the completed North
Fork Bridge. VDOT officials have
pointed out throughout the year
that the project was running
ahead of schedule due to relatively mild winter weather. However,
Stanley said he believed the project contractor’s early finish bonus deadline had already passed.
During recent VDOT reports to
the county supervisors it was explained that some unanticipated
problems leveling the Guard Hill
Road approach to the new bridge
structure had been experienced,
but were in the process of being corrected over the past two
months. Tewalt said the town had
committed to paying for poles to
support the bridge’s lighting system.
Both town and county officials
commented they hoped their minor role in the project was not
causing any of the apparent delays in getting the bridge open.

Bridge opening – soon?

Author’s email:

The meeting concluded with
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… the first responder at the scene, WCSO Sgt. Jason Poe found “blood on the kitchen floor going down the
hallway to a back bedroom” where Rexroad’s body was located “lying in the fetal position.” – information
from an affidavit for an April 6 search warrant of the site of Ashley Rexroad’s death

Plea agreement nets boyfriend 20 years in Rexroad death
50 years, 30 suspended leaves family wondering if justice has been done
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
The tragic death of a 21-yearold local girl in a domestic shooting incident in April of last year
has resulted in a plea agreement
prison sentence of 20 years for
25-year-old Kevin S. Johnson.
Johnson was the live-in boyfriend of Ashley Rexroad, who
was found dead at the scene of
the Shenandoah Shores home
the couple shared with a second
male.
What had been anticipated to
be a multiple-day trial was averted on June 17, when Johnson
entered into a plea agreement
dropping a second-degree murder charge, in return for guilty
pleas to four related charges.
Judge Dennis L. Hupp accepted
the agreement despite what Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney Nick Manthos admitted was
some dissension from Rexroad’s
family.
“No they weren’t [happy],” Manthos said of the Rexroad family’s
reaction to the 20-year sentence.
“But they were in agreement with
the concept of a plea agreement
and they understood some of my
concerns.”
Among those concerns Manthos explained, was that despite
the fact Johnson could have been
convicted of both Felony Murder and Second Degree Murder,
each carrying 5 to 40-year sentences, he could have only been
sentenced to serve time on one
of those convictions. That is because Felony Murder is also a
Second Degree Murder category,
though with a different set of circumstances.

Hupp sentenced Johnson to a
total of 50 years on four guilty
pleas, with 30 years suspended.
Johnson also faces 10 years probation once released and could
serve the suspended portion of
his sentences if he got into legal
trouble either after his release or
while in prison, Manthos said.
Johnson must serve 100 percent
of both a three-year sentence for
use of a firearm in the commission of a felony, and a two-year
sentence on possession of a firearm by a convicted felon – both
mandatory minimums.
Hupp imposed a 40-year sentence on the Felony Murder plea,
suspending 25 years of that sentence. Johnson must serve 85
percent of that 15-year prison
sentence, Manthos said. Johnson
was also sentenced to five years
on possession of marijuana with
intent to distribute, with all of
that sentence suspended.

Shenandoah Shores home where
Rexroad died according to a
search warrant request issued the
day of the shooting.
“[Dispatcher] said that there
were two calls and that on the
first one a male was heard yelling, ‘No, Ashley no!’ ” the search
warrant affidavit states. “The second call was a male who gave his
name as Kevin Johnson saying
that someone has been shot (his)
girlfriend. [Dispatcher] said that
the male then was asked where
she was shot and the male said
under the chin. The male said
that he was going to kill himself
and that the female wrestled the
gun away from him and that it
was an accident.”
However, the first responder at
the scene, WCSO Sgt. Jason Poe

found “blood on the kitchen floor
going down the hallway to a back
bedroom” where Rexroad’s body
was located lying in the fetal position.
Two men were at the scene.
Johnson, believed to be the
“white male” Deputy Poe first
encountered “covered in blood”
and “exiting a side porch door
screaming;” and a second white
male found in the basement during a sweep of the residence. It
was in the basement that Poe first
observed evidence of an indoor
marijuana grow.
In addition to an automatic
handgun eventually identified
as the weapon from which the
shot that killed Rexroad was
fired, deputies also discovered
a shotgun and shotgun shells in
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Questionable circumstances
If there was some dissension
from Rexroad family members on
the imposition of only 20 of the
50 years Johnson was sentenced
to, it might be explained by questions that were immediately
raised about the circumstance of
the shooting.
At 7:54 p.m., April 6, 2008,
sheriff ’s office deputies were
dispatched to 242 Apple Way in
Shenandoah Shores following
a 911 call from Johnson. Deputies arrived seven minutes later
according to an April 7 WCSO
press release. Rexroad was discovered dead at the scene.
The 911 dispatcher on duty
reported two calls from the

Warren

the bedroom where Rexroad was
found.
Manthos presented evidence at
sentencing that the couple had
been engaged in heated arguments on and off both the day
of the shooting, and several days
prior.
Whatever the precise sequence
of events surrounding the untimely death of Ashley Rexroad
were, her own MySpace Internet site indicated a fascination
with firearms. On that MySpace
site, also featuring photos of
Rexroad and Johnson together,
one “Personal Interest” was listed
– “Guns!!!”
Ultimately, as with her relationship with Kevin Johnson, it was a
fatal attraction.
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DSS

“… I discovered Ricardo Perez and Ronald King worked together at Prince William County Social Services – it’s a small world.” – Bill Pierceall

Pierceall targets DSS consultant for conflict of interest

The WCDSS Board of Directors has been in the critical
sights of several regulars at their monthly meetings,
including Bill Pierceall and Linda Selover. The third
member of County Supervisor Richard Traczyk’s figurative “gang of 3” DSS critics, Judith McClosky, has
generally been absent from those meetings in the
wake of filing a $600,000 civil suit last February over
her 2007 termination by WCDSS Director Ron King.
Bill Pierceall tells the WC Social Services Board of Directors he continues to
discover myriad potential improprieties involving the department and the most
recent county attempt to pin those alleged improprieties down. Interested spectators behind Pierceall include Linda Selover, snapping pictures of the press
snapping pictures of Pierceall, and County Attorney Blair Mitchell in the cheap
seats.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
On June 18, William Louis Pierceall told the Warren County Department of Social Services that
he remains incredulous at the
extent of the corruption and Machiavellian maneuverings he perceives exist within that depart-

ment and county government at
large.
“No matter how cynical I become I can’t keep up,” Pierceall
said as he began to list his issues
with a now-contracted consultant’s study of the county social
services department, among other things including recent FOIA
hearing testimony.
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One primary issue for Pierceall
was what he called a potential
conflict of interest that could
taint any finding of Springsted
Inc.’s independent study of the
county social services department. Pierceall has championed
such an independent review of
the department since early this
year. However, now that a study
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has been approved and contracted at a cost of $10,000-plus
expenses by a Minnesota based
company with regional offices in
Richmond, Pierceall is claiming
the dominoes are in place for another “sweep-it-under-the-rug”
whitewash of a department he
has sought massive management
and supervisory changes to for
nearly three years.
In describing his perception of
why a Springsted study could be
fundamentally flawed, Pierceall
pointed to Ricardo Perez’s past
employment as director of the
Prince William County Department of Social Services. At issue
for Pierceall is a portion of Perez’s
leadership of the Prince William
Social Services Department that
overlapped current WCDSS Director Ron King’s employment
there. King is one of a trio of local
officials Pierceall has called to resign. The other two are WCDSS
Board Chair Prudence Mathews
and WC Sheriff Daniel McEathron.
Party of the first part …
“… I discovered Ricardo Perez
and Ronald King worked together at Prince William County Social Services – it’s a small world,”
Pierceall read from a prepared
statement during the public presentations portion of the WCDSS
June meeting during which he
was the only speaker.
Questioned later, King said he
worked as a Social Worker III at

the Prince William Department
for less than a year, between May
1988 and February 1989. King
said Perez oversaw a department
with perhaps 300 employees at
two primary locations while he
was employed there. “He was not
my direct supervisor – it wasn’t
like we had lunch together or
anything like that. He may have
known who I was,” King said. As
for any conflict of interest implied by his 10-month presence
in a department Perez headed
from 1975 to 2002, King declined
comment, saying such a determination was for others to make.
& the party of second part
Following his linking of Perez
to King, Pierceall went on to tie
WCDSS attorney Neil Knudsen
to a New Hampshire court document related to a protective order
involving Dennis Burke. Pierceall
has alleged that Burke threatened him during the January DSS
meeting by asking him to leave
the meeting room to talk outside. At the time of that January
afternoon meeting at the WCGC
Burke was accompanied by his
13-year-old son, who was part
of one of Pierceall’s earlier revelations about DSS benefits being
received by family or friends of
board members. At the time Pierceall termed Burke DSS Board
Chairman Prudence Mathews’
“man-friend.” Later queries to
the DSS board and staff indicated Pierceall’s Knudsen reference
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As for any conflict of interest implied by his 10-month (1988-89) presence in a department Perez headed
from 1975 to 2002, King declined comment, saying such a determination was for others to make.

Pierceall is claiming foul play and
yet another county-orchestrated
whitewash of what he and several
like-minded individuals believe is
a seriously flawed department.
According to County Administrator Doug Stanley and Springsted Senior Vice President John A.
Anzivino, Pierceall has e-mailed
Springsted’s Minnesota corporate
office complaining about Perez’s
presence among the staff that will
conduct the local review. Stanley
had this to say about Pierceall’s
most recent complaint on the nature of how the county conducts
business:
“Neither Warren County nor
our contractor is going to comment on the DSS study while it is

in progress … To engage in discussions regarding bits and pieces of half truths would be counter
productive to the process. Having worked with Springsted before on projects with the County
including the recently completed
Fire and Rescue Study, I implicitly trust that Springsted and their
staff will ensure that the study of
the Warren County DSS operations will be performed in an unbiased and comprehensive manner. Now let them do their work.
– NO further comment,” Stanley
said, echoing Anzivino (see related story).
rogerb@warrencountyreport.com

Who says homes aren’t selling?
May sales figures:

Linda Selover and County Attorney Blair Mitchell peruse WCDSS agenda packets,
likely from different perspectives. Selover and Mitchell have been butting heads
for about a year now over a far-reaching Freedom of Information Act request Selover has filed against WCDSS.
likely related to Burke’s divorce
proceedings around 1997. Pierceall said the document bearing
Knudsen’s signature was Burke’s
challenge of a protective order
filed by his wife at the time.
‘Amazing, isn’t it?’
As his description of the seem-

ingly ripening county and social
services conspiracy continued,
Pierceall said he had also discovered information on “another
relative of a social services board
member receiving DSS benefits.”
Pierceall alleged that made five
DSS board members he had uncovered who had relatives receiving social services benefits.
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– “Amazing, isn’t it?” Pierceall
asked rhetorically.
While raising a figurative eyebrow at this metaphorically incestuous theory of benefit distribution, Pierceall did not assert
that the referenced benefits were
being illegally received.

• We’ve SOLD and contracted over 30 homes in
2009. 44 homes SOLD in Warren County in May
of 2009 and there are currently 487 homes on the
market.
• Sales are up and the volume of homes for sale is
falling. Great news for Warren County.
• Buyers take note: you only have until Nov 31 to
take advantage of your $8000 tax credit. Call us to
see if you qualify.
• Regardless of what the media is telling you:
there are still 0 down payment loans available.
Cash in on the current 5% interest rates.

To study or not to study?
Despite previous reservations
from several supervisors that the
money would not be well spent,
likely overlapping past reviews
from several sources including
special grand juries, the state social services department and the
DSS board and management itself, on June 2 the Warren County Board of Supervisors unanimously approved a $10,000-plus
expenditure to hire a consultant
to review operations and management at the Warren County
Department of Social Services.
Pierceall first began publicly
lobbying the supervisors to contract the outside consultant study
in March and April during the
current county budget process.
However, now with both the
county and social services on
board for the independent review,
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“Now why would you ask that? So what? – That’s my answer. We speak with a lot of
people.” Warren Taxpayers for Responsible Government rep Richard Hoover on whether
Traczyk’s trio of core DSS critics were members of or consultants of WTRG

County

Springsted defends integrity of social services review
Former Prince William DSS director’s role described as ‘technical advisor’
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Springsted Inc. Senior Vice
President John A. Anzivino disputes assertions his company’s
review of management and operations at the Warren County Social Services Department could
be tainted by the presence of a
former Prince William County
Social Services Department
head.
Self-styled community activist
and county governmental critic
William Louis “Bill” Pierceall has
questioned the presence of Ricardo Perez as an advisor to Springsted on the Minnesota consulting firm’s social services review
panel. In remarks to the WCDSS
Board on June 18, Pierceall raised
the specter of Ronald King’s past
employment in Prince William
County during a part of Perez’s
27-year tenure as the director of
that county’s social services department.
Perez declined comment on
Pierceall’s assertions and referred questions on his role with
Springsted to that company’s Senior Vice President John A. Anzivino of Springsted’s Richmond
regional office. However, Perez
did confirm his 27-years as director of the Prince William County
Social Services Department. Perez’s resume with Springsted indi-
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cates that during his tenure with
Prince William DSS, the organization had over 320 employees,
with an administrative budget of
$20 million and a program budget of over $60 million. Following
his retirement from Prince William County, Perez founded “Organization Outfitters” in 2002.
“Organizational Outfitters is a
consulting and training company
committed to equipping organizations with the tools, skills and
ability to achieve their vision.
Organizational Outfitters operates in accordance with its core
values of Teamwork, Integrity
and Creativity to help customers
focus the resources of their organization on achieving outstanding performance,” Perez states in
a summary of his organization’s
professional role.
Contacted by phone on June
23, Anzivino said Perez was not
a part of the team that would
conduct interviews upon which
Springsted’s report, scheduled
for completion and submission
to Warren County by Aug. 30,
would be based.
“Mr. Perez is a technical advisor,” Anzivino said of Perez’s role
with the company. Asked if that
meant Perez would participate
in the assessment of the data
gathered by on-the-scene staff
or helped formulate the study’s
parameters, Anzivino repeated
only that Perez was a “technical
advisor” to Springsted, declining
further elaboration.
“We provided a project team.
The county seems comfortable
with the parameters of the study
and the team members,” Anzivino said, adding that his company
understood the severity of some
of the local organizational issues
raised about WCDSS departmental functions.
“Our company has been doing a
wide variety of organizational reviews for over 50 years … we feel
the team we’ve put together will
produce an unbiased study and
one that the county will find useful. We will not comment again
until the study is completed,” Anzivino said. He did confirm that
the WCDSS review was in progress as of June 23.

Celebrating
15 Years of
"Developing lives under
the banner of Christ"
NOW ENROLLING KINDERGARDEN
THROUGH HIGH SCHOOL
*Special – Mention this special code “RCS10 and all NEWLY
registered full time elementary students will receive a $100
rebate at the end of the school year. All NEWLY registered
full time secondary students will receive a $200 rebate at the
end of the school year! Hurry, you must enroll by July 10th to
receive this special rebate!
*Offer only available to students not previously enrolled at Riverfront Christian School

Academic
Achievement
The overall school score
on the Stanford X test is
80% nationally. In 2009,
students averaged 1750
on SAT scores.

Memberships
Riverfront Christian School is a member of the
following organizations:
• Association of Christian Schools International
• Virginia Council of Private Education
• Valley Middle School Sports Conference
• Warren County Chamber of Commeree
• Virgina Assoc. of Christian Athletes

Community Outreach
RCS provides many servantleader opportunities through:
• Mission trips
• Care packages for soldiers
• Lock-Ins
• Talent show
• Field Trips
• Random Acts of Kindness
Activities and Clubs
Riverfront offers a variety of
activities and clubs to its
secondary students.
These include:
• Interact club
• Student council
• Rodin Thinker’s club
• Praise band
• Outdoor adventure club
Financial Aid
Financial assistance is available to
famileis who qualify. Applicants will
be considered on a case by case
basis.

Athletics
The sport program at RCS includes:
Volleyball
Basketball
Cross-Country Tennis
Golf
Soccer
Cheerleading
Part-time Students
RCS recognizes that our community has a wealth of home schooled
students. Here, they are given the
chance to attend a school that
caters classes to their specific
needs Participation in this program
makes home school students
eligible to play on RCS sports
teams.
High School Subjects
open to the home
school community:
Pre-Calculus, Geometry, Calculus
Physics, Biology w/lab
Spanish I, Spanish II
Government & Economics, Geography
Speech & Drama, Photography
Literature, Grammar, S.A.T. Essay Prep

Riverfront Christian School, 55 E. Strasburg, Rd, Front Royal, VA,
resoffice@riverfrontchristian.com
540.635.8202
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WCMS

3-2 Vote: Split school board
opts for Warren County
Middle School
Didn’t finish High School?
You need your GED!
Want to get it FREE?
FREE GED Practice Tests & Classes
Blue Ridge Technical Center & Samuels Library

(540) 667-9744 or (800) 435-5945

www.needmyged.org
Must be 18 or older to participate
Northern Shenandoah Valley Adult Education

After much debate, the school board voted 3-2 to name the former Warren County
High School “Warren County Middle School.”

South Street Grille

Horton's Nursery &
Garden Center

12 oz prime rib: $12.95
Surf & Turf: $19.95

ABC on Premises
Breakfast All Day
In-Town Delivery
on orders $25 or more

South Street Grille
424A South Street

636-6654

Horton's
Nursery

Add a lb of crab legs to any
dinner for only $9.99
Hours:
Sun-Thur 7am - 9pm • Fri & Sat 7am - 10pm

$5 OFF
with purchase of $20 meal.
Dine-in Only. Excludes Alcohol.
Valid w/ coupon only. Exp. 7/18/09

Horton's Nursery &
Garden Center
2731 Front Royal Pike
Winchester, VA

540.869.2115

Open
7 Days a
week

Store Wide
SALE!

Customer Apprecation Days

25% to 50% OFF

valid only w/coupon July 1 thru 31st
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By Lorie Showalter
& Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
On June 25 a divided Warren
County School Board voted 3-2
to appease a portion of the county’s history, but not another. On a
motion made by Kim Athey and
seconded by Jim Wells, the name
of Warren County Middle School
was approved for a public school
facility that has born the name
Warren County for 69 years.
Athey, Wells and Vice Chairman Joanne Cherefko supported
maintaining the county name on
the middle school despite a twomiddle-school capital improvement plan that will make the
school a feeder to Skyline High
School, with a second planned
middle school feeding the new
Warren County High School.
Lost in the series of motion was
an initiative spearheaded by the
family of the late James W. Kilby
Sr. to name the school of that civil
rights activist. Kilby played an integral part in the desegregation of
not only Warren County, but also
Virginia public schools. Within a
week of the June 25 school board
vote, the Town of Front Royal
had unveiled the re-naming of
a section of Stonewall Avenue
in front of the old Luray Avenue
high school for Kilby Sr.
School board comments indicated a preference to retain the
Warren County name while only
one middle school was serving
the county. What that means for
the future of the school’s name is
anybody’s guess.
Commenting on the lack of consideration of naming the school
for his father, James Kilby Jr., one
of those first black students to
face bitter racial hatred for being
allowed to attend WCHS in February 1959, said, “It’s their loss,
they’ll be embarrassed [in the
long run] about it.”
In previous discussions about
high school and middle school

40 Acre Farm, 4BR,2BA home,fenced,
outbuildings/ Bank Barn, Machine shop,
Run-ins and dog kennels. Perfect for
horses or cattle. Page valley.
Call Sue Kinyon
510 N. Royal Ave
622-6353 office
683-1014 cell

naming, school officials have indicated a historical preference
for school names at that level of

WCMS

other than people. Kilby name
supporters have been skeptical of
that rationale.

Rev. James M. Kilby, Jr., in suit, is joined by T-shirted
supporters in his quest to have a new middle school
named after his late father. The school board instead
voted 3-2 to name the former high school building
Warren County Middle School.

Daily...

Lunch
Specials day
- Fri
Monday
99

$4

Karoke
Front Royal recently honored the late civil rights activist and former resident James M. Kilby, Sr. by renaming a street in front of the former Warren County
High School “Kilby Dr.” Standing in front of the new
sign are (front row from left) Catherine Kilby, who
was married to James for 62 years, and her daughter
Patricia Kilby-Robb. In the back, from left, are Catherine’s sons, Rev. James M. Kilby, Jr. and his brother
Gene Kilby, who was the youngest of five children.

Monday
&
Saturday
9pm -1am

Live Music
Every Thursday

Poker

Wednesday Nights

540.551.9953 7-9pm & 9:30 - 11pm
101 W. 14th Street, Front Royal, VA
(Expires 9/30/2009)
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The Humane Society of Warren County also announces our newest program: Habitat for Hound Dogs. If
you have a usable doghouse, crate, kennel or run that you no longer need … We will make them available
to low income families free of charge … We are collecting now, please call 635-4128 for pick up or more
information and warm a dog this winter.

Ask Stewart
Dear Stewart:
Many of my friends are telling me that
Front Royal has an arboretum. Where
is this arboretum and what the
heck is an arboretum anyway?
An arboretum, according to the dictionary, is “a plot of land on which many
different trees or shrubs are grown
for study or display”. Think of it as
an outdoor museum for trees where you
can visit and perhaps decide what kind
of tree you might want for your own
property based on what the trees look
like at the arboretum.
Front Royal’s arboretum was built
several years ago by the town, but
unfortunately was forgotten and left
to its own care. Recently, the Front
Royal/ Warren County Tree
Stewards adopted this arboretum
and
promised
that,

not only will it be maintained on a regular basis, but the group would plant
new trees there each year. Most years
the graduating class of “All About
Trees”, the annual training class put
on by the Tree Stewards, select and
plant a new tree appropriate for this arboretum. In addition,
some
memorial
trees are planted there as well.
Different
arboretums
may
have
different
themes.
For
example,
some
may
be
strictly evergreens or others may have
springtime blooming plants, such as
azaleas and rhododendrons to highlight the different varieties available.
The focus of our arboretum is primarily native plants - ones that do well in
the local environment. You can find
trees like Hawthorns, Magnolias,
Sourwoods
and
Fringe

Trees
in
this
arboretum.
The
arboretum
is
located
off
Commerce
Avenue
just south of Main Street and
across from the flea market. Come
and visit as often as you would like!
You might even see me there sometime.

Ask
Stewart

– Stewart
To learn more about the Front Royal/ Warren County Tree Stewards,
visit:
www.treesfrontroyal.org
The Front Royal/Warren County
Tree Steward program has been
in existence since 1997. Currently
there are 24 certified tree stewards
and 7new interns who are volunteers
dedicated to improving the health of

trees by providing educational programs, tree planting and care demonstrations, and tree maintenance
assistance throughout the community. Through classroom training and
hands-on practice, Tree Stewards
learn the basics of tree biology and
physiology, tree identification, planting, and maintenance techniques.

Tree Stewards make a commitment to
improving and protecting their community forest. Each month Steward
will answer a question from our readers. If you have a questions regarding
tree planting, care or maintenance,
please forward it to Stewart in care of
frwctreestewards@comcast.net and
we may publish it in a future issue.

Warren County Humane Society Pets of the Week

Open Mon.-Sun. 10am to 4pm - Closed Wed. • 1245 Progress Drive, Front Royal, VA • 540-635-4734 • humanesocietywc@gmail.com

Please ask about our low cost spay and neuter program. Please be sure your pets at home are spayed/neutered and up to date
on vaccinations. Check out our other adoptable pets on www.warrenco.petfinder.com
Dogs Available For Adoption:

Rosie is a female Shepherd/Husky mix. She has
beautiful eyes. She was surrendered to us by her
owner. She is up to date on vaccinations, has been
microchipped, and spayed. She is good on a leash
and her previous owner said she is a great lap
dog! She is 2 years old, has medium length hair,
and weighs around 60 lbs. She needs someone to
work with her on house training.

Rosie’s ad sponsored by:

Little Red Dog
Pet Services
Andrea Coats
Certified Dog Trainer
540-551-0994

Bailey is a male Beagle/Terrier mix. He
came to us as a stray weighing only about
15 lbs. He was very scared and shy. He has
put on some weight and and is now a happy,
friendly dog. He loves to play with other
dogs and loves attention.

Gracie is a female black and tan Coonhound. She
is about 3 years old and weighs about 45 lbs. She
was found as a stray by Animal Control so we don’t
know much about her history. She was skinny and
looked like she just had puppies. She has been
spayed and looks much better now. She is very
friendly and smart. She is currently being fostered
so if you would like to see her please call to set
an appointment.

Teddy is a male Lab/Chow mix. He is a big
teddy bear. He was found as a stray by Animal Control. He loves to play, give kisses,
and knows how to sit. He is great with other
dogs. He is around a year old and weighs a
little over 50 lbs.

Bailey’s ad sponsored by:

Gracie’s ad sponsored by:

Teddy’s ad sponsored by:

Listhús Gallery
Fine Art, Gifts and Custom Framing

216 E Main St. Front Royal
703-477--7265

www.listhusgallery.com

Martins Foods
409 South St.
Front Royal
540-635-2249

Wanda Snead
Property Management
Serving the area for 16 years
Sam Snead Realty
540-635-9753
SamSneadRealty.com

If you are interested in adopting one of our dogs, the adoption fee is $145 and includes the spay/neuter, vaccinations, microchip, flea/tick treatment and deworming. Thank you for your support of the
Humane Society. With your help we have been able to place thousands of animals in good homes. Contact Alison @ 540-551-2072 if you would like to become a pet sponsor too!
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Community

Key Benefits of a Community Owned Municipal Electric System

AMP-Ohio Community Relations representative Eric Lloyd, left, poses with Bernadette Sayre and Front Royal Mayor Eugene Tewalt following presentation of one
of three scholarships awarded to eligible relatives of employees of departments
in six eastern states affiliated with the company’s energy production system.
Sayre, daughter of Front Royal Town Councilman Tom Sayre, won for her essay
on the benefits of municipal power systems to their customers. A former LFCC
student, Sayre is planning to attend George Mason University in theater and performing arts.
By Bernadette Sayre
(A written essay for the AMP Ohio
scholarship.)
The reliability of a municipal
owned, not for profit electrical
power company in your home
town is a huge advantage over a
for profit, private electric company. Citizens are more secure
in knowing that they will have
twenty-four hour dependable
service by local electric employees who are more familiar with
their community and care more
about them personally - they are
more than just a house number in
the system. Owning a municipal
electric system means it is reliable, local, and yours.
Citizens should have quicker
response time to their electric

problems from people who know
and understand the community
- compared to an out of touch,
out of the area, for profit private
power company. Further, you can
depend on good customer care
from a municipal owned electric
company. The response time to
a problem is usually within six or
less hours.
Moreover, your light and power
outages should also be kept to
a minimum and experiences of
some of the worst power outage
conditions will be fixed quicker
because the local electric department will have lower travel time
and will always be working hard
to fix the problem and restore
your power. Local employees are
more inclined to have your best
interest at heart, not the bottom
line of shareholder profit.
Public power rates and fees

have traditionally been lower
than private owned electric companies who are more concerned
about the company’s profit ratio
than the citizens at large living
and working in the local area. On
a national average, public power
residential customers pay about
18% less for electricity than private power residential customers. Commercial public power
customers pay, on a national average, 9% less for electricity than
private power company customers.
Most communities are dependent on purchases from the
wholesale power market to meet
their energy demands. By binding together through partnerships
with other public organizations,
public power systems can obtain
economies of scale and purchase
electric on the open market at a

cheaper price for their citizens.
Additionally, through the American Public Power association’s
Hometown Connections subsidiary, public power customers
can purchase operational, retail
products, and services at portfolio competitively priced values.
Energy conservation, especially
during peak times, is important
because it keeps costs lower and
the environment cleaner. I am
glad that AMP-Ohio offers member communities opportunities
such as the load management
program, the green pricing program, compact fluorescent lights
and new digital thermometers to
help keep power low during peak
times and conserve energy.
Moreover, another advantage
of membership with AMP-Ohio
is the opportunity of portfolio diversity with renewable or restored
resources such as wind (wind
power), water (hydropower), sun
(solar), vegetation (biomass), and
internal heat of the earth (geothermal). Municipal customers
consume a tremendous amount
of electric energy every day. Individually, a community is similar
to string, but member communities, interwoven, are like rope,
strong and resilient, working together for the common good and
in the best interest of the community.

19
Plan Ahead Before
Traveling With Pet
DEAR PAW’S CORNER: I’m
moving from my hometown to
Lansing, Mich., next month, and I
plan to drive the whole way. My
mom is coming along too, to help
out. The big worry though, is my
dog “Sparks,” a toy terrier. He gets
very agitated in the car. I also don’t
know if he’ll be allowed to stay in
hotels with us along the way. I have
a few weeks before starting my new
job, and I want to “meander” a bit
and see the country, but will that be
possible with Sparks along? —
Jeannie from Tampa, Fla.
DEAR JEANNIE: With a bit of
planning, you should be able to have a
fun road trip without stressing Sparks
(or yourself) too much. The first person to call is Sparks’ veterinarian.
You’ll need a copy of his medical and
shot record for his new vet in Michigan. Talk to the vet about your
planned trip and about Sparks’ anxiety in the car. Medication is available
to help calm your dog while traveling.
Alternatively, you could try taking
him on a couple of car trips before your
big move. For example, drive about 3060 minutes to a nice park, hop out and
take Sparks for a walk around, then drive back home. Sometimes a pet’s only
car experience is a short ride to the vet,
so doing something different may help
ease that anxiety.
Finding a pet-friendly hotel during
the trip may not be as difficult as you
think. Many national hotel chains
have pet policies that allow smaller
pets, and some have even more liberal
rules. Motel 6, for example, has a onepet-per-room policy and charges no
additional fees.
Plot out your driving route along
with sights you want to see, and where
you will likely stop for the night, then
call ahead to hotels in that area (or
look them up online) to ask about their
pet policy.
Send your tips, questions and comments to Paw’s Corner, c/o King Features Weekly Service, P.O. Box
536475, Orlando, FL 32853-6475, or
e-mail them to pawscorner@hotmail.com.
© 2009 King Features Synd., Inc.
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FrVaToday.com
Fri Jun 26, 2009
Forecast for 22630 (88° | 63°)
2pm - 3pm Library Event at Samuels
Public Library. WEIRD & WACKY
SCIENCE FUN - Watch a static electricity
generator makeobjects float, solve
science mysteries and make a talking
gadget to take home with you. For ages 6
and up. Please register at the library.
2pm - 7pm Vino E Formaggio Wine
Tasting. www.vinoeformaggio.com 6352812
7pm - 10pm Front Porch Style Pickin’
Party at Warren County Senior Center,
1217 Commonwealth Ave. All levels of
talent are welcome. Acoustic instruments
only.
7pm - 8pm Gazebo Gathering. Enjoy an
evening of FREE musical entertainment
at the Gazebo located downtown at Main/
Chester Streets. Tonight enjoy the sounds
ofthe “Virginia National Guard 29th Army
Band & American Legion Community
Band (a joint concert delighting all with
music from pops to patriotic). Gazebo
Gatherings 2009 is presented by the
Blue Ridge Arts Council sponsored
in partnership with the Town of Front
Royal, County of Warren and the Virginia
Commission for the Arts.
Sat Jun 27, 2009
Forecast for 22630 (88° | 63°)
8am - 1pm Farmers Market. That’s
right! Running until October 30th - The
Downtown Front Royal Farmers Market
is finally HERE! Every Thursday evening
from 4-8 and Saturday morning from
8-1 the community can come and enjoy
fresh produce, baked goods, gluten-free
items, Kettle corn,flowers, plants, herbs,
soy candles, aromatherapy soups and
lotions and more! Keep checking the
paper for information on guest speakers
and special events to be held during the
market hours. We hope that this farmers
market will turn out to be a Front Royal
traditionfor whole community. 540-6310099.
8am - 4pm Warren County Fair Flea
Market. COME AND PLAY OUR “WHAT
IS IT” GAME. OUR VENDORS OFFER
COLLECTIBLES, JEWELRY, ANTIQUES,
SPORTS MEMORABILIA, NASCAR
ITEMS, COMIC BOOKS, DOLLS, NEW
& USED FURNITURE, HOUSEHOLD
ITEMS, TOOLS AND SO MUCH MORE!
YOU ARE SURE TO FIND SOMETHING
FOR EVERYONE AT PRICES FOR
EVERYONE. The Flea Market is open
every weekend expect during the fair.
540-635-5827 www.warrencountyfair.
com/15.html
10am - 3pm Grand Opening. The
Samuels Public Library Board and Staff
Invite you to help us celebrate your new
library! 10:00 - Speeches 11:00 - Magic -

KevinOwens 1:00 - Music - Wild Mountain
Boys Tours and refreshments Learn
more about the Friends, the Foundation,
Programs and Volunteer activities.
nlynch@samuelslibrary.net
10am - 6pm Vino E Formaggio Wine
Tasting. 124 E. Main Street. 10:00 am
- 6:00 pm Always free and always fun!
www.vinoeformaggio.com 635-2812
2pm - 3pm Library Event at Samuels
Public Library. TEEN CREATIVE
WRITING CLUB - For ages 12 and up.
Please register at the library.
Sun Jun 28, 2009
Forecast for 22630 (85° | 65°)
8am - 4pm Warren County Fair Flea
Market. COME AND PLAY OUR “WHAT
IS IT” GAME. OUR VENDORS OFFER
COLLECTIBLES, JEWELRY, ANTIQUES,
SPORTS MEMORABILIA, NASCAR
ITEMS, COMIC BOOKS,DOLLS, NEW
& USED FURNITURE, HOUSEHOLD
ITEMS, TOOLS AND SO MUCH MORE!
YOU ARE SURE TO FIND SOMETHING
FOR EVERYONE AT PRICES FOR
EVERYONE. The Flea Market is open
every weekend expect during the fair.
540-635-5827 www.warrencountyfair.
com/15.html
1pm - 4pm Vino E Formaggio Wine
Tasting. 1 - 4 pm
6pm - 9pm Baseball Game at Bing Crosby
Stadium in Front Royal, Virginia. Enjoy
Cardinals Baseball tonight at the Stadium!
They play the Fauquier Gators. Front
Royal Little League Night. Admission:
$5.00/Adults;$3.00/Seniors and $2.00/12
& under.
Tue Jun 30, 2009
12:30pm - 1pm Tourism Tuesday on The
River 95.3 FM. Hear the latest tourism
related news and events every Tuesday
at 12:30! If you can’t listen live check out
the podcasts at www.theriver953online.
com
2pm - 3pm Library Event at Samuels
Public Library. “ANANSI THE SPIDER”
How did a little spider from Western Africa
get to be so famous? Find out in this
live production by Impressions Theatre.
Perfect for the whole family.
6:30pm - 7:30pm Dedication Ceremony
at Warren County Soccer Plex. The Town
of Front Royal will hold a Dedication
Ceremony for the Cherrydale Avenue
Improvements at the Shelter located in
the Warren County Soccer Plex near
Salem Avenue. The public is invited to
attend.
7:30pm - 10pm Baseball Game at
Bing Crosby Stadium. Enjoy Cardinals
Baseball tonight at the Stadium! They
play the Winchester Royals. Valley Health
Night. Admission: $5.00/Adults;$3.00/

Please e-mail brief calendar notices in this format to: layout@
warrencountyreport.com
Seniors and $2.00/12 & under.
Wed Jul 1, 2009
10am - 11am Library Event at Samuels
Public Library. Today is Toddler Storytime.
The Theme is TRAINS.

& under.
Sat Jul 4, 2009
Independence Day
8am - 1pm Farmers Market at Village
Commons. See desc. July 2.

11am - 12pm Library Event at Samuels
Public Library. Today is Preschool
Storytime. The Theme is TRAINS.

8am - 4pm Warren County Fair Flea
Market at the Fairgrounds.

12:30pm - 1pm Warren County Business
On The River 95.3 FM.

10am - 6pm Vino E Formaggio Wine
Tasting

Thu Jul 2, 2009
10am - 11am Library Event at Samuels
Public Library. Today is Toddler Storytime.
The Theme is TRAINS.
11am - 12pm Library Event at Samuels
Public Library. Today is Preschool
Storytime. The Theme is TRAINS.
3:30pm - 4:30pm Library Event at
Samuels Public Library. Today is Big Kids
Storytime for ages 6 and up.
4pm - 8pm Farmers Market. That’s
right! Running until October 30th - The
Downtown Front Royal Farmers Market
is finally HERE! Every Thursday evening
from 4-8 and Saturday morning from
8-1 the community can come and enjoy
fresh produce, baked goods, gluten-free
items, Kettle corn, flowers, plants, herbs,
soy candles, aromatherapy soups and
lotions and more! Keep checking the
paper for information on guest speakers
and special events to be held during the
market hours. 540-631-0099.
7:30pm - 10pm Baseball Game at
Bing Crosby Stadium. Enjoy Cardinals
Baseball tonight at the Stadium! They play
the Woodstock Riverbandits. Admission:
$5.00/Adults; $3.00/Seniors and$2.00/12
& under.
Fri Jul 3, 2009
4th of JULY HOLIDAY OBSERVED. The
Town of Front Royal Business Offices
will be CLOSED today to observe the
4th of July holiday that is tomorrow.
Trash/Recycling for this day has been
rescheduled to Wednesday, July 1, 2009.
2pm - 3pm Library Event at Samuels
Public Library. It’s BOARD GAME
SHOWDOWN! Bring your board and
compete against others at old-fashioned
board games such as chess, Monopoly,
Bingo and checkers. For ages 8 and up.
Please register at (540)635-3153.
2pm - 7pm Vino E Formaggio Wine
Tasting www.vinoeformaggio.com 6352812
7:30pm - 10pm Baseball Game at
Bing Crosby Stadium. Enjoy Cardinals
Baseball tonight at the Stadium! They play
the Covington Lumberjacks. Admission:
$5.00/Adults; $3.00/Seniors and $2.00/12

12pm - 9pm Main Street Melodies.
Celebrate our country’s independence
with tunes and remember to wear your
red, white and blue and/or service
uniforms at the Gazebo located at Main &
Chester Streets.
4pm - 10pm July 4th Celebration at
the Browntown Community Center in
Browntown, Virginia. Admission: $4.00/
Adults, Children 3 & up $4.00(includes all
activities), Under 3 are FREE. Don’t miss
the parade at 4:30pm and the Bluegrass
Band from 4:00pm - 9:00pm. Fireworks
begin at Dark. Lots of kids activites, 50/50
Bingo, Cake Walks, Horseshoes, Pony
Plop Raffle, Dunk
Tank, Redneck Golf, plenty of food/drinks
to purchase until 9:00pm. Please bring
your own lawn chairs and flashlights.
Sorry, No Pets and No Alcoholic
Beverages. Rain Date: July 5.
Sun Jul 5, 2009
8am - 4pm Warren County Fair Flea
Market at the Fairgrounds.
1pm - 4pm Vino E Formaggio Wine
Tasting
6pm - 9pm Baseball Game at Bing Crosby
Stadium. Enjoy Cardinals Baseball tonight
at the Stadium! They play the Winchester
Royals. Admission: $5.00/Adults; $3.00/
Seniors and$2.00/12 & under.
Tue Jul 7, 2009
12:30pm - 1pm Tourism Tuesday on The
River 95.3 FM. Hear the latest tourism
related news and events every Tuesday
at 12:30! If you can’t listen live check out
the podcasts at www.theriver953online.
com
7pm - 10pm Full Moon Tour at CEDAR
CREEK BATTLEFIELD. Join our
reenactors as they describe the Battle
of Cedar Creek. Learn more about the
War Between the States. Watch for the
ghost of Nettie Cooley. Meet at the Cedar
Creek Battlefield Foundation Visitors’
Center Route 11, south of Middletown, VA
at 7 pm. $10 per person. Remember to
dress warm and wear comfortable shoes!
RSVP to the CCBF at (540) 869-2064.
Post-tour refreshments at the Visitors’
Center. ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE
PRESERVATION AND EDUCATIONAL
OUTREACH OF THE NON-PROFIT

CEDAR CREEK BATTLEFIELD
FOUNDATION.
7:30pm - 10pm Baseball Game at
Bing Crosby Stadium. Enjoy Cardinals
Baseball tonight at the Stadium! They
play the Staunton Braves. Admission:
$5.00/Adults; $3.00/Seniors and $2.00/12
& under.
Wed Jul 8, 2009
10am - 11am Library Event at Samuels
Public Library. Today is Toddler Storytime.
The Theme is DOGS.
11am - 12pm Library Event at Samuels
Public Library. Today is Preschool
Storytime. The Theme is DOGS.
5:30pm - 7pm Business After Hours- First
Citizen’s Bank
Thu Jul 9, 2009
10am - 11am Library Event at Samuels
Public Library. Today is Toddler Storytime.
The Theme is DOGS.
11am - 12pm Library Event at Samuels
Public Library. Today is Preschool
Storytime. The Theme is DOGS.
4pm - 8pm Farmers Market at Village
Commons.
7:30pm - 10pm Baseball Game at
Bing Crosby Stadium. Enjoy Cardinals
Baseball tonight at the Stadium! They play
the Waynesboro Generals. Admission:
$5.00/Adults; $3.00/Seniors and$2.00/12
& under.
Fri Jul 10, 2009
2pm - 3pm Magic Show at Samuels
Public Library. CREATIVE MAGIC SHOW!
Black Ties Magician Michael Klee will
present an amazing magic show, perfet
for the whole family.
2pm - 7pm Vino E Formaggio Wine
Tasting
7pm - 10pm Bluegrass Party at
Browntown Community Center in
Browntown, Virginia. Enjoy Gospel & Old
Time Music tonight. Acoustic Instruments
Only. All levels of musicians are welcome.
“Food will be available” Homemade soup
or chili, chicken salad, sandwiches, hot
dogs, desserts, hot coffee, soda & water.
Proceeds benefit the Community Center.
7pm - 9pm Gazebo Gatherin.’ Enjoy an
evening of FREE musical entertainment
at the Gazebo located downtown at Main/
Chester Streets. Tonight enjoy the sounds
of the “Intrepid Jazz” (contemporary,
yet timeless acoustical jazz). Gazebo
Gatherings 2009 is presented by the
Blue Ridge Arts Council sponsored
in partnership with the Town of Front
Royal, County of Warren and the Virginia
Commission for the Arts.
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Front Royal-Warren County Chamber of Commerce
64TH ANNUAL DINNER
The 64th Annual Dinner – “Making
the Green-Your Fairway to success”
held Thursday, June 18 at Holiday
Inn & Suites was a fun evening for
all. Congratulations to Royal Cinemas/Royal Family Bowling Center
– Business of the Year; Roy Boyles
– Citizen of the Year; Blue Ridge
Arts Council – Non-Profit of the
Year; and Mary Matthews – Education Contributor of the Year. We
would like to thank our sponsors:
Embarq, DuPont, TV3 Winchester,
BB&T, The Apple House, The River
95.3 FM, Warren Memorial Hospital,
Blue Ridge Shadows, Holiday Inn
Hotel & Suites, Houlihan’s, Melanie
Hamel – Weichert Realtors, Culligan, CBM Mortgage, LLC, Jack
Evans Chevrolet & Cadillac, Front
Royal Federal Credit Union, Noble
& Noble Financial Associates, Idea
Garden, Warren County Report,
DeWayne Coats, Commonwealth
One Federal Credit Union. Thanks
to all those who donated to the Silent & Live Auction.
BOARD ELECTION RESULTS
The membership elected current
board members Todd Jones – T
Tech Systems, Mike Noble – Noble
& Noble Financial Associates, Katie
Tewell – The Apple House to another 3 year term. Newly elected to a 3
year term: Eric Rodney – Shen Valley Web Hosting and Charlie Sackett – Charlie’s Auto Repair.
LEADERSHIP SIGN UP
Applications are currently available for both the Chamber’s Adult
and Youth Community Leadership
Programs. The Youth Leadership
program is open to public, private or
home-school students, 15-17 years
old. The Adult Leadership program
is open to any individual living or
working in Front Royal or Warren
County. Participants in these programs study a certain aspect of the
community each month for eight
months. The topics are Local Government, Education, Health and
Human Needs and Services, Community Organizations, Local Economy/Business & Industry, Justice and
Law Enforcement, News Media and
Art, Culture, History, Tourism and
Recreation. There is the opportunity

to sponsor a student for the Youth
Leadership Program at $100. Cost
for adults in $500, anyone signing
up before August 1st will receive a
$100 discount. Anyone interested in
sponsoring a student or participating in either of the programs please
contact Amber at 540-635-3185 or
visit www.frontroyalchamber.com/
VALLEY SMOKIN BBQ FESTIVAL
The Valley Smokin BBQ Festival”
sponsored by Edward Jones Investments is looking for those who
think they have what it takes to
make good BBQ. The BBQ Festival will be held on October 2 & 3,
2009. The total of cash and awards
for this event is $8,750 ($8,250.00
in cash prizes and $ 500.00 for trophies) sponsored by Edward Jones
Investments, Jim Kenney Insurance, B. J. Sager, Brian Williams,
Harry Heard, DDS and T Tech Systems. This event promises to bring
teams from all over the country to
compete for the title of best BBQ!
For information on competing in the
event, or being a crafter at the event
– contact Pam Riffle at priffle@frontroyalchamber.com or 635-3185.
INTERESTING IN HOSTING A
MORNING EVENT?
The Chamber is interested in beginning morning networking events
and is looking for businesses interested in hosting. If you would like
more information – contact Niki at
nfoster@frontroyalchamber.com or
635-3185.
WARREN COUNTY RECEIVES
GRANT FUNDING FOR SHAREDUSE TRAIL AND PARK
Warren County was notified on
June 18, 2009 that they had been
awarded $118,000 from VDOT’s
Transportation Enhancement Program for greenway projects that
have been in the planning phases
for quite some time. The funding
will go towards the construction of a
shared-use trail for Eastham Park,
located off Luray Avenue in Front
Royal. According to County Administrator Douglas Stanley, “This grant
will allow Warren County to move
forward with the first phase of a pedestrian and bike trail and the second phase of Eastham Park. This

project will provide public access
along the South Fork of the Shenandoah and will also fulfill our citizens’
desire for additional walking trails
and outdoor activities.” As funding becomes available, a second
phase of the trail will be constructed
providing further connections to
Skyline High School. Together the
trail and Eastham Park will form a
key segment of the Warren County
and Town of Front Royal’s Royal
Shenandoah Greenway (RSG).
The RSG will connect the Town of
Front Royal, Ressie Jefferies Elementary School, the new Samuels
Public Library, Shenandoah National Park, Skyline High School, and
Eastham Park.
Brandy Rosser,
Grants and Special Projects Coordinator, continues to work on securing donations for the trail and park.
Anyone wishing to get involved in
fundraising, to provide in-kind donations, or to donate to the project can
contact Brandy at (540) 636-4600 or
grantscoord@warrencountyva.net.
For questions or additional information on the project, contact Douglas
P. Stanley, County Administrator, at
(540) 636-4600 or Daniel P. Lenz,
Director of Parks and Recreation, at
(540) 635-7750.
MEMBER NEWS
The River 95.3 presents ‘a Flag a
Day Giveaway’. From Flag Day,
June 14 until Independence Day,
July 4, the station will give away
an American Flag every day to a
listener. Each day is sponsored by
a local business. A portion of the
proceeds from the advertising sales
will go to the local chapter of Rolling
Thunder, Virginia Chapter 1. Rolling Thunder supports the regional
VA Hospital, supports families during National Guard call-ups and
provides Christmas gifts to Vets in
local senior care facilities. Tune in
and listen for your chance to win an
American Flag!
Downtown Front Royal will have
their Annual Meeting on June 25, 7
p.m. at the Blue Ridge Arts Council.
Refreshments will be served.
Gazebo Gatherings - The Virginia
National Guard 29th Army and
the American Legion Community
Bands will be performing at the Gazebo this Friday, June 26 at 7 pm,

Town Commons, Main and Chester
Streets. For up-to-date weather information, contact the Blue Ridge
Arts Council 540.635.9909.
Blue Ridge Hospice plans two camp
sessions for children ages six to 16,
who are dealing with grief and loss.
The first session is Saturday, June
27, and the second camp is Saturday, August 15. Both sessions run
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Winchester Youth Development Center.
To register, visit www.blueridgehospice.org or call 540-536-5210 for
more information.
Belle Grove Plantation’s annual
Living History Camp for Kids is
set for Monday, June 29 through
Thursday, July 2. Modeled after
Belle Grove’s successful School
Tour program, children ages 8 to 10
actively explore aspects of the historic Valley plantation. During four
days of history and hands-on fun,
children experience exciting daily
adventures and learn how life on an
18th century plantation differs from
their modern lives. The camp is
limited to 25 children, ages 8 – 10.
The camp will run June 29 – July 2
from 9:30 a.m. until 1 p.m. Camp
fees are $75 per child, $60 for Belle
Grove or National Trust member
children, and $60 each for three
or more children in a family. The
deadline to register is June 15th.
For registrations forms and more information, please visit Belle Grove’s
website: www.bellegrove.org or call
(540) 869-2028.
Superintendent Martha Bogle announced the continuation of the
Shenandoah Neighbors’ Day to celebrate park neighbors. Additionally,
the National Park Service has announced three fee free weekends
to encourage Americans seeking
affordable vacations to visit our national treasure, including Shenandoah National Park. Entrance fees
will be waived on July 18-19 and
August 15-16.
Refresh yourself and your connections with Reiki and like-minded
friends and Valley Health. The
theme for this refresher: Healing
with Presence. Learn to offer healing by just being present with another person. Prerequisite: Reiki I
training from any instructor - August

1, 2009 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM - $95
early registration by July 3 or $125
thereafter. For information or to
register call Eka at 540-636-0605 or
email at ekapioti@valleyhealthlink.
com.
Please join the Front Royal Police
Department in Celebrating National
Night Out on Tuesday, August 4
from 7-9PM. The theme this year
is “Give Neighborhood Crime and
Drugs a Going Away Party”. Neighborhoods throughout the Town
of Front Royal are invited to join
forces with thousands of communities nationwide for the National
Night Out crime and drug prevention event. National Project Coordinator Matt Peskin said, “This is a
night for America to stand together
to promote awareness, safety and
neighborhood unity. National Night
Out showcases the vital importance
of police-community partnerships
and citizen involvement in our fight
to build a safe nation.” Vendors are
needed for this event. There is NO
CHARGE for space, but we do ask
that each vendor work safety and
awareness themes into their booth,
if at all possible. Displays for and
participation with children would be
greatly appreciated. If you would
like to take this opportunity to bring
awareness to your business or service, please contact Janice Hart at
631-2763 for more information.
Pam’s European Skin Care is now
offering new facials such as Perfect
Combination Facial, Advanced Biogen Facial and High Skin Refiner
Deep Lift. Contact Pam Brown at
540-683-1675 for more information.
WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS
AFLAC Insurance
Dave Allan
P. O. Box 93
Front Royal, VA 22630
540-683-1134
twistmwris@aol.com
Aire Serv of Bull Run
(Heating & Air Conditioning)
Tina Bramble
401 Cedar Crest Lane
Front Royal, VA 22630
540-631-9670
Fax – 540-636-6456
Tina.bramble@mail.aireserv.com

www.frontroyalchamber.com
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Kids page

Sponsor the Kids Page! Call Alison Duvall
540-551-2072 • alisond@warrencountyreport.com

Sponsor the Kids Page!
Call Dan McDermott
540-636-1014 • editor@warrencountyreport.com
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To advertise in Warren County Report:
Contact Alison at alisond@warrencountyreport.com • 540-551-2072
or Dan McDermott at editor@warrencountyreport.com • 540-636-1014

Diversions

Is your business advertising in Warren
County’s most popular newspaper?
If not, you are probably spending too
much to reach fewer people.

540-636-1014

or

540-551-2072
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Diversions

To advertise in Warren County Report:
Contact Alison at alisond@warrencountyreport.com • 540-551-2072
or Dan McDermott at editor@warrencountyreport.com • 540-636-1014
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To advertise in Warren County Report:
Contact Alison at alisond@warrencountyreport.com • 540-551-2072
or Dan McDermott at editor@warrencountyreport.com • 540-636-1014

Diversions
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The Ford Motor Company
Celebrated its 106th Anniversary
on Tuesday, June 16th

Dear Friends and Neighbors,
We’re proud to be a part of the automotive company that’s driving a brighter future. Not only for our community, but for our country at large.
In our community… just to name a few organizations, our family and our employees support Valley Baseball leagues, Fire Departments, County Fairs,
Little League Athletic Teams, and the Public Schools.
Green Innovations: The NEW 2010 Mercury Milan is the most fuel-efficient mid-sized sedan in America.

John Marlow
President/
Owner

Bill Lawhead
Finance
Director

707 N. Commerce Ave., Front Royal • 540-635-4158 • 888-862-7569 • www.marlowmotor.com

Salesman

Maynard
Leckie
Sales Consultant

Patrick Bryant Mark Jenkins Matt Cooper
Sales Manager Sales Manager Service & Parts
Director

Cathy J. Dennis
Business
Manager

Dane Williams

“Coming together
is a beginning,
staying together
is progress and
working together is
success”
– Henry Ford

Kay Marble Melissa McWhinney
Assistant
Head Cashier
Office Manager
Receptionist

Gordon Hammrick
Internet
Sales Manager

Dave McCall
Service
Advisor

Dana Freedman
Service Advisor

Chris Breeden
Technician

Michael
Wadell
Technician

Rodney Bridge
Technician

DJ Green
Technician

Roger Allison
Detail

Mike Bailey
Detail
Manager

Today
Andi Malbone
Sales & Service
Liaison

Tara Jones
Sales

Robert Dennis
New & Used
Sales

Bill Johnson
Parts

“When everything
seems to be
going against you,
remember that the
airplane takes off
against the wind,
not with it”
– Henry Ford

Ford Model T

Today

1970 Lincoln Mark III
“You can’t build
a reputation on
what you are
going to do.”
– Henry Ford

We are proud to be Americans
and hope to see you soon.
And we hope to see you driving
one of our quality vehicles.
Thank you for all your support!

F150 Ford Lariat

2010 Lincoln MKZ

“A business
absolutely devoted
to service will
have only to worry
about profits. They
will be embarrassingly large.”
– Henry Ford

Jordan Dinges
Parts and Service

