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Town – county

Town announces sale of Shenandoah River
Move aimed at closing $700,000 budget gap, reactions mixed
By Dan McDermott
and Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

FRONT ROYAL, VA—April 1,
2010: In what opponents are calling a
“desperate move to generate enthusiasm for an unnecessary tax hike,” the
Front Royal Town Council voted 3-2
Monday (with one abstention) to sell
the Shenandoah River for $2.4 million dollars to Frederick County, VA,
which has long coveted the oncepristine waterway to feed it’s desire
for more development.
In a hastily called press conference,
Town Manager J. Michael Graham
said the decision, while unexpected,
was a smart move. “Look, the river
used to be a major way to move
products from New Market to Harpers Ferry. But since I-81 came along,
it has clearly become a burden to
maintain. It has outlived its usefulness. And frankly speaking, it’s worth
a nice chunk of change, transgender
fish and all!” he said.
The final negotiated price for the
historic and majestic river would
close the town’s budget deficit for
two years.
Frederick County officials say they
plan to drain the river over a 16-year
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period provided that federal officials
agree. A public hearing involving
the EPA, the Virginia Water Control
Board and Department of Game &
Inland Fisheries is tentatively scheduled for Feb. 29, 2011.
One member of the Frederick
County delegation in attendance who
wished not to be named because he
was not authorized to speak on behalf of the board of supervisors said it
was a win-win. “Look, tourists come
to Front Royal to the ‘Canoe Capital’
and all that but it doesn’t say ‘River
Capital’ so you technically speaking
there is no liability issue. And a lot of
people will still swing by restaurants
and gas stations as they look for the
river and opt for the Skyline Drive.
Plus, of course, we’ll get a [boat]load
of water,” he said.
In an exclusive interview, Vice
Mayor Bret Hrbek, who was a strong
proponent of the idea, said it was a
matter of “wading through a river of
financial problems.”
“This wasn’t my first choice as you
know. But there comes a time when
you have to man-up and make the
tough calls. Ronald Reagan would
have sold it decades ago,” he said as
he looked misty-eyed at a portrait of
“the Gipper” hanging on his office
wall.
Front Royal Mayor and former
town public works director Eugene
Tewalt said with the decision to tare
down the Riverton Dam, his decision
to support the move was an easy one.
“I thought the river was still good for
something, or could be with a little
tweaking. But once we saw the numbers on that - $500k to a million to fix
to no apparent end, versus nothing,
or virtually nothing, to get rid of the
dam holding the river back – what
the heck?! I mean the state guys told
us Frederick County and Winchester

are using up most of the river’s water before it gets to us anyway. If it
doesn’t serve a purpose and they essentially control it already, what’s the
point?”
Asked about the possible loss of
recreational uses, including the canoeing that has given Front Royal
the title “Canoe Capital of Virginia”,
Tewalt was philosophical. “Well you
know that was nice of then Vice President Gore to do that, but we didn’t
even have a canoe launch point until
we spent all that money fixing up the
Luray Avenue boat landing last year.
And one launch point – canoe capital? I think that whole nature’s calling
tourist industry is more of a county
thing, than of much direct value to
the town.”
Informed his abstention didn’t
block the move, supported by Councilmen Sayre, Holloway and Vice
Mayor Hrbek, because it did not require a “super majority” fourth vote,
Shae Parker said, “Are you sure? – It
is sort of like a tax increase. I mean
it replaces tax revenue, doesn’t that
count?”
Eighteenth District State Delegate
Clifford L. “Clay” Athey said that
Parker probably should not have
even considered voting as an appointed member of council. “The
people didn’t elect him, he’s not a Republican – why are we even talking
about him?” Athey, who introduced
legislation this year negating the impact of appointed municipal body officials, wondered.
“What the *u@k!?” River activist and longtime river businessman
Trace Noel said. “Unfortunately, I
guess we all live downstream from
these guys. They just continue to astound me on an almost daily basis. I
mean what are they thinking? They
are going to sell a 2-billion-year-old
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historic river featured in movies, poems and songs for centuries so they
don’t have to add $20 per year to real
estate taxes?”
Local Tea Party activist leader Tim
Ratigan was angered by the news, if
from a different angle. “I don’t want
the tax increases – I’m all for any alternative to that. But where are we
supposed to dump our tea if push
comes to shove next time around?”
Former county supervisor and county Republican Committee Chairman

Matt Tederick fumed at the news.
“Why didn’t they go to Fairfax or Falls
Church? They just had that water authority sale decision that has nothing
to do with our fund balance situation
– but they surely have deeper pockets than Winchester. This is a classic
example of these incumbent politicians taking a good idea and turning
it to [mud].”
Questioned about the move, Warren County Board of Supervisors
Chairman Archie Fox said, “They did
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what? I don’t remember that coming
up at liaison meetings. Can they do
that on their own? Aren’t they still
part of Warren County? I’m not sure
this is legal.”
It did not appear to ease Fox’s mind
that the state and feds apparently
had the last call on whether the sale
would be consummated.

County Administrator Doug Stanley
also seemed taken aback at the news.
“Was this Graham’s idea?” he asked.
He was told it appeared to be a split
council initiative. “Typical,” Stanley
replied.
South River Supervisor Linda Glavis asked if the move would cost the
county anything. Told the county

appeared to be on the outside looking in, with no financial obligation
or benefit, Glavis said, “Well, I guess
that’s okay.”
North River Supervisor Glenn
White seemed relieved at the news.
“Maybe we can get some additional
funding for the air show now. It’s going to be bigger and better than ever
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Town – county
this year, you know. The river had its
day but it is old news – it is over. But
the airport and air travel and commerce transported on the wing, that
is our future.”
It would seem the Front Royal
Town Council, at least a portion of
it, agree, at least in part, with that
notion.

One is now left to wonder if a brewing annexation move by the town
will shift its focus from the county’s
northside commercial corridor to
its southwestern corridor where
that airport and adjacent land for a
potential commercial and industrial
complex lie.
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Solar power

EDA approves pending solar field lease at Avtex
Economic development cited as key in 40-acre lease-sale proposal

A portion of the acreage tentatively approved for use
as a solar power field just west of the Avtex Administration Building and the Old Virginia Plant off Kendrick Lane.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Is a small, rural Virginia town
poised to take a lead position in a
U.S. move toward increased reliance on solar power – and bring the
troubled 70-year story of what was
the nation’s largest environmental disaster Superfund site to a happy and
green ending?
On March 26, the Front Royal-Warren County Economic Development
unanimously approved the terms of
lease and purchase agreement on approximately 40 acres (in two phases)
of what is envisioned as a 150-acre
business park on reclaimed land at
the Royal Phoenix site in the Town
of Front Royal, some 67 miles west of
Washington, D.C. The lease is tentative pending approval by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and
FMC Corporation.
EPA is the overseer of over $26 million in federally-funded cleanup of
the site, which covers a total of some
467 acres, or about 10-percent of the
land in the small, rural, northwestern Virginia town of about 13,000.
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FMC is a federally-mandated cleanup partner and the lone surviving of
three owners of the former rayon and
synthetic fibers manufacturing plant
opened in 1940 by American Viscose
Corporation, a subsidiary of a British
manufacturing company preparing
for war.
After 49 years as its community’s
major employer and economic engine, and a major materials contributor to the Allied effort in World War
II, the then Avtex Fibers plant was
closed down in 1989 by Virginia Attorney General Mary Sue Terry for
ongoing violations of the state’s water-control standards.
In June of 2009 principals of SolAVerde Inc. proposed development
of what could eventually be a 100 to
150-megawatt solar field on one or
more sites in Front Royal. But negotiations stalled as an initially envi-

sioned $211 private sector start-up
investment morphed into a request
by SolAVerde partners for an upfront $18-million investment on a
14-year pre-purchase of solar power
from the project by the town.
But with other investment options
being explored, including a potential,
private sector partnership between
SolAVerde/Standard Energy and
AMP-Ohio (American Municipal
Power), things appear to be regaining
momentum. AMP-Ohio is a municipal energy consortium Front Royal
joined three years ago.
Former Front Royal Mayor James
Eastham, now a town appointee to
the EDA board of directors, made
the March 26 motion to approve a
lease-purchase agreement on 40.6
acres of the 150-acres Royal Phoenix
business park site.
Afterwards he said, “The EDA
doesn’t want to be an impediment
in the process of this proposed use
of the entire 150-acre business park
side of Royal Phoenix. The EDA is
about creating jobs and this is a step
in that direction.”
Long-time EDA board member
William “Billy” Biggs, who seconded Eastham’s motion approving the
lease-purchase arrangement on the
EDA side and whose Old Virginia
Plant adjacent to the leased acreage
has been discussed as a potential site
for the solar panel manufacturing
operation, was more pointed. “This is
about jobs, tax base and not throwing up roadblocks to progress,” Biggs
said. He declined to elaborate on any
potential roadblocks he saw to the
process.
While the remaining acreage at
the business park has yet to be released, the EDA and 10th Virginia
District U.S. representative Frank
Wolf are poised to seek a fast track
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Will this town electric substation on Kendrick Lane
become the first conduit of solar power into the regional PJM power grid?
and eased restrictions on uses at the
site at a planned March 29 meeting
at EDA headquarters at Royal Phoenix adjacent to the involved 26 acres
where the first solar field would be
developed. The existing limitations
on site uses in covenants created by
seven stakeholders, including the
town, county, EDA, FMC, Lord Fairfax Water & Soil Authority, and EPA
at the remediation process’s outset a
decade ago, are not an issue for the
proposed solar use. However they
are for the EDA’s hoped for leasing of
space to James Madison University
for a satellite campus in the old Av-

tex Administration Building complex
where the EDA is located.
Several hours after the EDA vote
approving a pending lease-purchase
of the property, this reporter sat
down with Front Royal Vice-Mayor
Bret Hrbek (Mayor Tewalt was out of
town) to discuss the implications of
that vote and the status of the solar
proposal for Front Royal.
The video of that interview may be
viewed in its entirety at the Warren County Report website – www.
warrencountyreport.com
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“Our mission is to make sure the site is protective of human health and the environment. But
within … the regulatory authority that we have there are opportunities for this community. Like I
said, they just have to bring [proposals] to us.” – EPA Deputy Reg. 3 Adm. William Early

Front Royal

EPA: We will consider individual site proposals
Feds seem open to speeding up process on specific use applications
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
After decades of still continuing cleanup on a chemical pollution-strewn 467-plus-acre site that
stretches into the Shenandoah River flowing by it and the air floating
over it, and a decade-plus of planning to redevelop 160 acres of that
site to a resurrected economic use
– to paraphrase that old presidential media favorite Richard Nixon,
“There is light at the end of the tunnel.”

The topic of how and when
how much of that light will shine
through our own dark and lingering Superfund site tunnel was the
topic of a multi-stakeholder and
interested party meeting at EDA
headquarters on the site on March
29. While the press was tricked into
evacuating the premises under the
pretense of a toxic waste spill in
the former Wayside satellite theater site, now utilized by the EDA
for such meetings (just kidding,
we were promised full post-meeting access in return for allowing

On the same page? - From left are Front Royal Mayor
Eugene Tewalt, EPA Region 3 Deputy Director William
C. Early, EPA Remedial Site Manager Kate Lose, EDA
Executive Director Jennifer McDonald, EDA Board
Chair Patty Wines and EPA Community Involvement
Coordinator Larry Johnson (also now a Redskin RBjust kidding, Larry).

Carson Lauder holds an old newspaper featuring
“About Avtex” as fellow Front Royal Town Councilman
Tom Conkey attempts to read the yellowing text.

the participants to speak openly to
each other privately without fear of
next day, media slanted front page
negativism – from who? Not me, I
say!).
And despite some post-meeting
negativism overheard being expressed by one former EDA board
member (Bill Barnett) to EPA
Community Involvement Coordinator Larry Johnson – “nothing
was accomplished” seemed to be
Barnett’s theme – other officials
seemed more upbeat following the

meeting.
U.S. 10th District Congressman
Frank Wolf, who spoke with us at
length prior the meeting about his
hopes for increased movement at
the site (see related story), deferred
to local and EPA officials after the
meeting.
Town reaction
We asked Front Royal Mayor Eugene Tewalt what he got out of the
meeting. “Well, I think it was a very

positive meeting. I think Congressman Wolf brought out the facts and
now hopefully with him back in this
respect of getting this property released or utilize the property that
we all can get together as stakeholders and get something accomplished and bring some [commercial] taxes back on the books, and
also work and employment, maybe
in the near future,” the mayor said.
Tewalt added that he hoped the
meeting would point toward improved communications between
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Front Royal

EDA reaction
“What I think this meeting
showed was that everybody, every
player in this is on the same page
– and that we need to move this
process along faster than it has
been going. That we want is what’s
best for this community,” EDA Ex-

“To the extent we do an analysis and determine there is not a risk associated
with that use, I suspect, yes, we will engage those parties in some kind of lease
or modification of the easement so some further use, development that is job
associated, that kind of thing can be undertaken.” – EPA’s William Early

ecutive Director Jennifer McDonald said. “And as far as learning the
timelines, I think EPA and FMC
have both been very upfront with
us about the timelines and having
the plant area ready for us is 2011.
Hopefully they can decide if there
are sections that are clean, they can
release it and we don’t have to wait
for the entire parcel to be cleared.”
EDA Board Chair Patty Wines
agreed. “I really do think it showed
everybody working in the same direction. We all want the same thing
– to create jobs and make this another viable site for the community.”
“Now we just have to go through
the process – and today we learned
that we may able to speed that process up a little,” McDonald concluded. She added that EDA was
planning a meeting within a week
to develop just such an issue-specific list to present to stakeholders
for clearance and eventual approval
through the EPA by the DOJ.

campus classroom situation and
decisions on altered covenants for
specific situations coming on a fast
track, Early said, “It’s a possibility.”
Existing site covenants prohibit
placing schools, including a James
Madison University satellite campus
classroom in the very same room
the just completed meeting was
held in, on the Royal Phoenix site.
One of the covenants developed by
stakeholders at the outset of the remediation process around 1999 was
the prohibition on schools. However EDA officials have expressed
the belief that was intended to ban
building regular public or private
schools with playgrounds, athletic
fields or full-time campuses on the
contaminated portion of the property. The Administration Building, in which the theater, EDA and
other business offices are currently
located in lies on an approximately
10-acre site off Kendrick Lane that
was never directly involved in any
polluting manufacturing operations. It was the first part of the site
cleared by EPA for business use.
“Where we are right now is we
don’t have a formal proposal in
front of us,” Early continued. “I think
we’ve had some conversations conceptually about some uses. I think
what we’ll need to do is get some
more detailed information on the
nature and extent of the proposal
so we can evaluate it to see whether
or not that use is inconsistent with
any risk that the site poses. To the
extent we do an analysis and determine there is not a risk associated
with that use, I suspect, yes, we will
engage those parties in some kind
of lease or modification of the easement so some further use, development that is job associated, that
kind of thing can be undertaken.”

Hope for JMU?

Timelines

As for a general fast track on sections of the property, EPA Community Involvement Coordinator
Johnson added, “That again is really left up to EPA management and
the stakeholders involved. They
have to come together with a unified request. Administrator Early is
here – he’s the number two guy at
EPA Region 3. Direct those questions to Kate Lose (remedial project
manager for the site); direct those
questions to Mr. Early and those
questions can be answered. But we
have to have a unified voice to bring
them to us.”
EPA Deputy Regional Director William C. Early indicated his
agency was open to proposals to
help facilitate redevelopment at
an optimum pace. Asked about
the specifics of the JMU satellite

As for existing timelines, Early
said, “There are portions of the site
that will be cleaned by the latter
part of 2010; there are others that
will be phased in – and I don’t know
if I’m allowed to use that word – by

EPA Site Manager Kate Lose and 10th District Del.
Frank Wolf share some post-meeting thoughts.
the wide group of involved parties
coming from the local, state and
federal governmental levels, as well
as community interest and cleanup
partners like FMC. “I think over the
years there has been a breakdown
in communications between the
EPA, the Department of Justice,
the EDA, the Town of Front Royal,
the county and everybody that’s
involved in this because in the last
number of years that I’ve been on
the council and being mayor, I have
never been at any meetings in regards to the how to actually bring
this to fruition so everybody is
working together to get this completed,” Tewalt said.
EPA officials commented that it
made it easier for them to make
decision about the property when
the involved community stakeholders came to them with one, unified
voice on potential directions for the
property.
The seven direct stakeholders
in the site are the Town of Front
Royal, Warren County, the local
EDA, lone surviving former plant
owner and mandated cleanup partner FMC, the Lord Fairfax Water
& Soil District, the EPA, and site
bankruptcy trustee Anthony Murray. In addition, there are additional
signatories with an interest and the
U.S. Department of Justice has final
authority over changes in covenants
established to protect both citizens
health wise and stakeholders, including the federal government,
from future legal liability from uses
at the site.
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2011. But the majority of the stuff
that is on the eastern side of the
property (business park) is targeted
before the next year to year and a
half. With the stuff on the western
side of the property (Conservancy
Park) where there is more extensive
contamination, it is stretching into
2014, which is in the ballpark we’ve
been projecting for the site cleanup
all along over the past year or two
as the site comes closer to a successful completion.
“FMC is responsible for going
ahead and implementing [cleanup].
I think we, as the agency responsible for implementing the Superfund
would be responsible for doing an
analysis and making a judgment
about whether it is safe or not.
“We are actually more concerned
with the protections. We really cannot talk about the word safe – because nothing is safe. But we are interested in protecting the public by
way of the remedies we have here
– that is our number one mission.
Our mission is to make sure the site
is protective of human health and
the environment. But within those
regulations and the regulatory authority that we have there are opportunities for this community.
Like I said, they just have to bring
them to us.”
Well maybe there is light at the
end of the tunnel after all … We
only see one problem – did he say
“unified voice” – from right here in
River City? … uh oh (darn, there I
go being negative again).
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“The new policy prohibits anyone from getting an exemption if attending a private school or home school
would be sufficient to protect their religious convictions. As a practical matter, this means no one will get
a religious exemption in Warren County.” – Home School Legal Defense Association

Educational issues

School board pulls back from religious exemption policy
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

In the wake of an “e-mail alert” by
a conservative political action group,
the Home School Legal Defense
Association (HSLDA), the Warren
County School Board has backed off
codification of a policy on requests
for Religious Exemptions by state
code. Such exemptions bypass licensed home and private school options, allowing parents to escape any
state oversight on the educational
status of their children. The e-mail
was circulated locally, including to
this paper, through local Christian
Ministries grant writer and financial

strategist Jeffrey Rodman.
The school board approved a policy on March 11 without opposition
with Kim Athey absent. Following
the Christian Right e-mail alert and
subsequent phone calls to some
school board members decrying the
policy, on March 25, on a motion by
Athey the school board suspended
the regulation on reviews of religious
exemption requests pending an opinion from Virginia Attorney General
Kenneth T. Cuccinelli II.
Both Warren Schools Superintendent Pamela McInnis and Assistant
Superintendent Dr. Louis Justus have
explained that the county public
school system has long had informal

procedures to deal with religious exemption requests and McInnis had
simply suggested codification of a
procedure in order to maintain consistency in dealing with applications
according to state law.
What the approved and now suspended regulations attempt to deal
with is a state code that states that
a School Board “must establish that
the student and parents’ opposition
to school attendance is based on
sincere (bona fide) religious beliefs
at the time of the request and is not
essentially a political, sociological,
philosophical view point or personal code”; and that “statutory alternatives to school attendance do
not accommodate their religious
beliefs.”
The regulation approved by the
school board on March 11 required:
• a letter from parents asserting “religious beliefs” as the reason for the
requested compulsory school attendance exemption;
• a statement as to “why these beliefs
… require a release from compulsory
attendance” and why educational alternatives such as licensed private or
home schooling, which can be monitored to some extent by the public
school system, would not accommodate the applicant’s religious beliefs;
• the name and age of each child an
exemption is sought for, as well as
listing of any previous exemptions
sought for the child from the public
school system.
• Among factors to be considered
in establishing a legitimate religious
exemption request by state code, the
county school system seeks to find
out if the applicant’s beliefs are fluid
and changing in reaction to changing social circumstances or would
change if contested.
• the school board may also request
an annual reapplication of the re-

ligious exemption, though it is not
mandated by the policy.
Assault or common sense?

So what’s the problem – other than
the overwhelming lack of socio-psychological reality within which state
code 22.1-254 B.1 exists? That lack of
reality lies in the state code’s arbitrary
separation of a person’s religious belief from their personal code and its
impact on their social and political
beliefs, as if one had nothing to do
with the others.
According to the HSLDA e-mail,
the county policy in their eyes threatens to undermine the very nature of
religious freedom in America. The
policy is called “a bogus policy that
would virtually abolish the religious
exemption used by many home
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Jewelry Industry”

On-Site Jewelry Repair and Engraving.
Open Mon. - Sat. 10 til 6					
Many Repairs Done The Same Day.

(coupon must be presented when
dropping off your repair)
expires 4/30/10

540-636-7210
540-636-7210

Owner will look at all offers.

510 N. Royal Ave • Front Royal, Va. 22630
622-6353 • C - 683-1014 • suekinyon@mris.com

Lawyers serving
injured persons
involved in:
• Automobile accidents
• Tractor-trailer
accidents
• Wrongful death cases
• Workers’
compensation
losses

In the K-Mart Shopping Center Next to Radio Shack
Ample Parking • Modern Showroom

The Chain Reaction

3 BR, 2-1/2 Bath, Split Foyer in River View, Finished wlk-out basement,
Million dollar views. Immaculate
condition, minutes to I66 and new
shopping. 2 car garage. $209,000

Sue Kinyon Realtor, ABR

“ WE BUY OLD GOLD ”
Bring us your
unwanted jewelry,
old gold, broken
gold, vintage watches
and coins, and we
will turn them into

school families.”
While the e-mail originates with a
group called the “Home School Legal
Defense Association” the fact that
the county policy would require an
explanation as to why licensed home
schooling options would not fit a
family’s religious educational needs,
appears unacceptable. By state statute, sanctioned home schooling is
legally monitored by public school
authorities to keep tabs on student’s
educational progress. On the other
hand Religious Exemptions are not
subject to any such oversight by the
state and its local public school systems.
“The new policy prohibits anyone from getting an exemption if
attending a private school or home
school would be sufficient to protect
their religious convictions,” HSLDA

Carl N. Lauer

Managing Attorney

636-3030

1-800-698-4907
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Educational issues

“At least since I’ve been on the board (6 years) we’ve never had a problem with not allowing a religious
exemption. There was not any intent by the board members who approved it to make the policy more restrictive than it has been without written guidelines in the past.” – WCSB Chairman Roy Boyles

Church vs. State? The Warren County School Board has run afoul of a religious exemption political action
group over an attempt to codify its policy on reviewing such requests by state code.
writes, adding accusingly, “As a practical matter, this means no one will
get a religious exemption in Warren
County … if this policy stands, your
chances of getting an exemption
are approximately zero. Because of
this shocking development, anyone
considering applying for a religious
exemption should promptly get legal advice. HSLDA will provide legal
representation for any member family seeking the exemption, at no cost
to the member.
But Warren County School Board
Chairman Roy Boyles says rather
than putting up roadblocks to religious freedom and education, the
board is simply trying to bring con-

sistency to how applicants are treated while fulfilling the school system’s
oversight obligation by state code.
“Based on the superintendent’s
recommendation, because we didn’t
have anything in writing to go by previously, we felt this was just a continuation of what we’ve been doing all
along, making sure it was fair for all.
At least since I’ve been on the board
(6 years) we’ve never had a problem
with not allowing a religious exemption. There was not any intent by
the board members who approved
it to make the policy more restrictive than it has been without written
guidelines in the past,” Boyles told us
on March 26.

“The board members have certain responsibilities under the state
code. And we want to make sure
we’re meeting those responsibilities
…. And with a policy that wasn’t in
writing how do you know that a consistent situation is being followed?
Whereas if it’s in writing everyone
can look at it and see the procedure
and see that everyone is being treated
uniformly and fairly.”
Backtracking?
So why did the school board rescind the policy and seek an attorney general’s opinion on something
that on the surface appears to be an

attempt to accomplish exactly what
Boyles described above, rather than
institute an all-out assault on religious freedom? Boyles explained that
the one board member absent on
March 11 when the policy was approved by a 4-0 vote, apparently had
issues with it.
“Ms. Athey was not present and
apparently she had some concerns.
She’s an attorney, so she had some
concerns about how the policy was
written. With a recommendation
from the superintendent, this policy
was written by the school board attorney Brad King and forwarded for
our approval. I guess as for a difference of opinion, you could have five

different attorneys look at a particular document and you may get five
different opinions.”
On March 25th Athey issued a
press release stating her concerns
and intended actions at the March
25th meeting. – “On January 16,
1786 the Virginia General Assembly
adopted the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom which was originally
drafted in 1779 by Thomas Jefferson
(who we may point out the ultra-conservative Texas State School Board is
attempting to write out of American
history textbooks, largely due to his
belief in the separation of church and
state – and perhaps public education
as a great equalizer of American society).”
Non-plussed by another state
school board’s assault on Jefferson
and American history itself, Athey
continued, “This fundamental natural law governing religious freedom
has formed the basis upon which
parents, who are their children’s
most important lifelong teacher, have
chosen to instruct their children consistent with their faith for centuries.
“Prior to implementing a policy
which may infringe upon religious
freedom, I believe it is prudent to
seek the advice of the Attorney General elected by all the citizens of the
Commonwealth to interpret and enforce our laws.”
Apparently not wishing to pick a
fight with the one member absent
when the new regulation was passed
4-0, her colleagues unanimously ca-
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Spring Time garden CenTer

815 Warren Ave, Front Royal, VA
(Across From Wendy’s)

540-635-8765
Now Open 7 days a Week!

Field Grown Trees:
Dogwoods:
White-Pink-Red
Starting at $39.95
Flowering Plums
Miracle-Gro Garden Soil and Miracle-grow
Starting at $49.95
Moisture Control Grow Soil
Flowering
Cleveland Pears
Get $2.00 Back on Purchase of Either Product
6’ -7’ $39.95
Limit 5 Offer from 4-1-10 thru 5-31-10
1 1/2” caliper $59.95
2” caliper $99.95
Grow Your Own Vegetables
Maples-Oaks
Vegetable Plants 3 or 4 pack $1.25
6’ tall to 3” caliper
Forsythia
Herbs $1.25 each
Strawberry Plants 3 pack $1.80 5’-6’ Field Grown $18.95
Perennials starting at $1.25 each Bagged and Bulk Mulch
Pick up or Delivery

Every Day Low Prices on Scott’s SoilProducts

Save!!

Our Goal Is to Offer The BEST
Quality Plants at the Valley’s BEST Prices!!
We Encourage You to Shop and Compare.
We’re Confident You Wil Make Us Your Last Stop!
We Accept-

Read all issues in their entirety FREE on www.WarrenCountyReport.com

OVER 45 YEARS IN BUSINESS
SUPER SAND • CONCRETE SAND
BUILDING SAND • WHITE SAND
LANDSCAPE STONE
SANDBLAST SAND

TOPSOIL • MULCH • COMPOST
LEAF & MUSHROOM
PICK UP or WE DELIVER

540-667-1660

WWW.SHENANDOAHSAND.COM
1305 MARTINSBURG PIKE • WINCHESTER

Postal Business Center
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$ for what you’re already doing $
Get Paid

Looking for:
Career-minded, motivated individuals to join
our highly successful team. Our business
is growing at a record breaking pace. Learn
more at our weekly meetings.
For more info, call 540-331-8834

TANTASTIC TANNING

$10.00 OFF

6 month or 1 year
Tanning Package
6 month reg price $69.95
1 year reg price $89.95

1855 Senseny Road
Suite 5 Winchester

540-667-5937

Bring in coupon or mention ad.

Eaton Motor Sales
Family-Owned Since 1971
Buy - Sell - Trade
In House Financing

122 W. 14th St. • Front Royal, VA

Located next door to
Melting Pot Pizza
Packing • Shipping • Moving boxes •
Mailbox rentals • Notary • FAX • Laminating
• Copies

540-635-7997

2004 Chevrolet Monte Carlo- V6,
Auto, Power Locks, Power Windows,
AM/FM/CD,

2007 Dodge Nitro - V6, Auto, 4x4, Power Locks, Power Windows, AM/FM/CD

2009 Honda Accord-4cyl, Auto, Power
Locks, Power Windows, AM/FM/CD

2008 Ford Mustang- V6, Auto, Power
Locks, Power Windows, AM/FM/CD

2004 Dodge Ram 1500 - V8, 5spd,
Manual Locks, Manual Windows, AM/
FM/CD

2009 Pontiac G6- V6, Auto, Power
Locks, Power Windows, Remote Start,
Leather, AM/FM/CD

540-635-2186 (fax)

We’re Here To Serve
You With Many Business
Services!

		 Offering:
					
					

• Student Classroom
• Behind-the-Wheel
• Re-Examinations

Next Driving School Beginning Late April

Call for more info.
214 East Jackson Street • Front Royal, VA

540-622-6900

38 Andrews Rd. • Front Royal, VA
Call Gary or Andrew: 540-635-3561

eatonmotorsales.com
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Staff has also explained that of an existing $6 million General Fund balance, $4.9 million
is committed to various expenditures, $2.9 million is committed to a 90-day emergency
cash reserve, and only $1.1 million remains uncommitted.

Town

Council minority exerts its will on tax hikes
Front Royal Town Council poised to approve flat tax rates on March 29

approve the town’s decade-old, flat
7-cent real estate and 60-cent personal property tax rates then passed
by a 5-0 vote. A required second vote
of approval will be taken at a Special
Meeting at 5 p.m. on March 29 at the
Front Royal Town Hall. A tax rate
must be approved by April 1st due
to the town’s newly instituted twicea-year tax billing.
La, la, la -I’m not listening

“Why haven’t I seen this before?” Chris Holloway
asked of the town’s line-item budget contained in the
rather thick book before him. I wouldn’t look at it for
a penny less than $8 grand net, Chris.

From left, Matt Tederick, Hollis Tharpe and Joe
Swiger listen with varying degrees of interest to
council thoughts on budget and tax issues (you don’t
think Matt’s trying to tell me something, do you?).

By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

can only vote to break ties.
While he had opposed and blocked
passage with an abstention of 3-cent
and 14-cent increases to the tax rates
on March 8th, Parker indicated in a
conversation with this reporter that
he would consider a vote in support
of as much as 1.5 and 14 cents to the
tax rates to help balance the budget
this time around. In fact, Parker indicated he may have voted for the
personal property hike on March 8
had the two increases been offered
in separate motions. But alas, as the
bell rolled and tolled toward 1 a.m.
that evening no one picked up on

On Monday night, March 22nd
the will of a minority, of both councilmen and public speakers, once
again appeared to prevail as the
Front Royal Town Council failed to
approve a first reading of any real
estate or personal property tax increases for the coming fiscal year.
Those increases were being sought
to help compensate for a now anticipated $700,000 revenue shortfall in
the coming fiscal year.
It is the second consecutive year
council has declined to do what
many municipalities did last year,
institute what is termed a “revenue
neutral” increase to the personal
property tax rate to compensate for
lost revenue due to declining automobile values in the down-turned
national economy. As for the real estate rate – like the personal property
tax rate here, it hasn’t been raised in
a decade.
With Shae Parker absent due to illness (this reporter verified Parker’s
hospitalization with a flare-up of
pancreaitis the day following the
meeting), council was unable to gain
a required 4-vote “super” majority
required by the town charter to authorize tax increases. Tom Conkey’s
amendment to approve a 1.5-cent
real estate the 14-cent revenue neutral personal property tax hike was
defeated by a 3-2 vote, with only
Carson Lauder joining Conkey in
support of the increases. Vice Mayor
Bret Hrbek prefaced his no vote by
stating he would support only a 1-

cent increase to the real estate tax
rate of 7 cents per $100 of assessed
value.
But with only a 3-2 majority looming for the 1-cent and 14-cent increases, no effort was made to pursue a futile second vote of support
of an increase to either tax rate. Had
Hrbek joined Conkey and Lauder in
support of those latter increases the
vote would have mirrored the March
8, 3-2 vote in support of tax hikes.
And like that earlier vote, it would
have failed for lack of Mayor Eugene
Tewalt’s necessary fourth “super majority” vote. By town code the mayor

BUDGET SELF STORAGE

any subtle signals the councilman
may have been sending out.
With Parker’s potential fourth
swing vote absent, Conkey capitulated to the council minority’s will,
acknowledging no chance of passing
an increase with only a 3-2 majority present and the mayor’s required
fourth vote again held in limbo.
Thomas Sayre’s original motion to

During council’s second public
hearing on tax rates, a second majority, this time 9 of 17 speakers,
once again asked council to do what
it must to maintain governmental
service levels. Five letters read into
the meeting record also supported
maintaining police and library services even if it meant a small tax increase after a decade of no real estate
and personal property tax increases
in Front Royal. The public hearing
support of small, across the board
tax increases deemed necessary mirrored, if less dramatically, a March
8th public comments turnout during which 33 of 41 speakers urged
council to tax if it must to maintain
levels of service, particularly by law
enforcement and the public library.
On March 8th, 3-cent real estate
and 14-cent personal property tax in-
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Town

“We’re not going to have this debate now.” – Councilman Tom Conkey to a
vocal gallery (Matt Tederick) after public hearing closed
creases failed despite a 3-2 majority
favoring the increases. At that time,
appointed council member and tax
hike opponent Parker had abstained,
blocking Mayor Eugene Tewalt’s required 4th “super majority” vote to
authorize the tax increases. But after six hours and 66 public speakers
on two major issues impacting the
town’s future direction – a balanced

budget and east-side growth – as the
March 8th meeting was adjourned
at 1:10 a.m. council failed to re-set
any tax rate as required annually by
state code.
The decision to re-advertise the
tax rate was made to allow additional
citizen input on the hot-button political issue before a second attempt
to raise the rates was made. How-

Del. Clifford L. “Clay” Athey, Jr.
18th District House of Delegates
Serving Fauquier, Frederick, and Warren County

Stacey & I thank you for the opportunity to serve.
If I can be of any help, please contact me at (540) 635-7917,
			
in Richmond at: (804) 698-1018,
			
by E-Mail at: DelCAthey@house.state.va.us,
			
or by mail at:
PO Box 406, Room 510
						
Richmond, VA 23218

ever it appears that despite much
talk about democracy and listening to the will of the people before
making even the most fundamental
common sense decisions (reference
Riverton Dam), certain elements of
council hear only those who agree
with them on ideological issues such
as taxes.
Show me the money!
Among those March 22nd speakers who agreed with no-tax council
hardliners Sayre and Chris Holloway were non-council candidate
Matt Tederick and his political
mentor and council candidate Joe
Swiger. Tederick insisted the town
could balance its budget by utilizing
Enterprise Zone surpluses. While
Town Finance Director Kim GilkeyBreeden explained the town could,
in fact, borrow against its own surpluses committed to specific areas
such as utilities, she added that it
was essentially an interest free loan
that must legally be repaid within a
“reasonable” amount of time.
Gilkey-Breeden pointed out the
town had borrowed on its Enterprise
Fund in recent years to renovate the
Adelphia building her finance office
now occupies along with the town’s
cable TV provider across the street
from town hall. Staff later told us the

See TAX, pg 13
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2004 Ford Freestar Van
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Loaded!
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ARE YOU IN PAIN?
TIRED OF ADDICTIVE DRUGS?
TRY LIFEWAVE PATCHES FOR DRUG-FREE RELIEF

The images below show areas of inflammation in the neck,
shoulders & lower back in red (pain). 5 minutes after applying
LifeWave pain patches, a dramatic reduction in temperature
and inflammation is shown. Photos were taken as part of a
double blind placebo controlled study with overall results 34
out of 36 people responding to the LifeWave pain patches.

For more information or to purchase a trial pack, call Trish
Wilson, Independent LifeWave Distributor, at 540-636-8080 or
email trish22630@comcast.net. You’ll be glad you did!
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in the dust!
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.25% discount for establishing a Checking Relationship. Checking Relationship includes: Checking Account, Visa® Check Card, E-Statements and direct deposit/allotment. Example: 3.49% (current rate) less .25%
(automatic payments) less .25% (Checking Relationship) equals 2.99% (your ﬁnal rate). Additional rates and terms are available; visit www.cofcu.org or call for more information. Membership eligibility is required.
Federally Insured by NCUA

Page 12 • Warren County Report • Early April, 2010

Read all issues in their entirety FREE on www.WarrenCountyReport.com

ROYAL OAK COMPUTERS

Mom’s Country Kitchen

v

“There is no udder place like Mom’s”

Serving Breakfast,
Lunch and Dinner



v Daily Specials: $5.25
v

203 E. Main St.

Private Room for
Meetings and Parties



APRIL SPECIAL!

FREE System Evaluation with this ad - A $40 savings!
Check out our supplies and accessories at prices that
beat the chain stores.
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Saturday 6am - 8pm • Sunday 6am - 2pm



540-636-7441

www.momscountrykitchenva.com
470-B S. Commerce Ave
Front Royal, VA 22630 Front Royal Business Park

635-7064

Now featuring Schwarzkopf
professional coloring, covers
gray better & color holds longer

Beauty Designs

by Lorie

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT
10-A Cloud St. Front Royal

540-636-1280

www.royaloakcomputers.com

The “Classics” of Country
Music can be found on

437-A South Royal Avenue
Front Royal, VA 22630

540-635-9808

www.samsneadrealty.com • Fax: 540-635-7128 • Toll Free: 800-292-3548

2086 Guard Hill Road • Middletown, VA
Small farm suitable for cattle or
horses. Great location near I-66 and
I-81, close to shopping. Small lake...
mostly open grazing and hay land,
REDUCED $729,000 some woods. Nice
older 2 story farm
house. Barn, machine shed and shop. 39 acres, 5 division rights
in 2 tracts. Owner prefers to finance. Listing Agent: Sam Snead

MLS#WR6812235 • $729,000

Your Hometown Station for over
60 Years is proud to be the
home of all the Country Classics.
Johnny Cash, Reba McEntire, Garth Brooks,
Willie Nelson, Waylon Jennings, Patsy Cline, Alabama,
George Jones, Barbara Mandrell, Tammy Wynette, Mickey
Gilley, Ronnie Milsap, George Strait,
Merle Haggard, Johnny Paycheck, Dolly Parton,
Marty Robbins, Kenny Rogers, The Oak Ridge Boys,
Alan Jackson, Mel Tillis, Tanya Tucker, Eddie Rabbitt, Charlie
Pride, The Judds, Vince Gill, Hank Williams, Jr., Conway
Twitty, Randy Travis, Crystal Gayle,
and many more!

The home of the award winning News at Noon and
The Valley Today Programs, the best music, local
news, up-to-date weather with local meteorologist
Kemp Miller, Warren County and
Skyline High School sports…
Simply Cedar Log Homes • Linden, VA • www.SimplyCedarLogs.com
For more information on beautiful, energyefficient cedar log homes call Simply Cedar
Log Homes at (540) 636-8400 or email us at
simplycedarlogs@aol.com

It’s all right here!!
Serving Front Royal and Warren County since 1948
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TAX, from pg 11
town’s final annual $125,000 payment to itself on just such an Enterprise Zone Fund borrow to renovate
the Adelphia-Finance Department
and Duncan Public Works Buildings
is due in the coming fiscal year.
Staff has also explained that of an
existing $6 million General Fund
balance, $4.9 million is committed
to various expenditures, $2.9 million
is committed to a 90-day emergency cash reserve, and only $1.1 million remains uncommitted. Of the
much-ballyhooed (by Tederick and
Swiger) $8 million in electric department Enterprise Fund surplus,
staff has explained essentially that,
that money may only be used to support the specific utility whose fund
it is in, other than in the above referenced borrowing on it. According
to staff, the City of Danville is now
facing huge tax increases after years
of such reliance on propping up its
general fund expenses with millions
in Enterprise Fund revenues that
dried up in the down economy and
are no longer there to prop of the
city’s budget.
$20, $30 a year – too much?
Rather than ask town citizens as
equally as possible to share the burden of governmental services – in
on the table amounts of $7 per year
per $5,000 of assessed automobile
value (on a 14-cent personal property tax increase) or $10 per year per
$100,000 of assessed real estate value (for each penny of real estate tax
increase) – candidate Swiger rose to
call on councilmen to sacrifice their
approximately $6,000 in net annual
salaries to conduct town business
and donate their personal assets, as
he claimed to have done in the past,
to prop up the town budget.
Conkey was critical of Tederick’s
suggestion of using town cash surpluses, in order to balance budgets.
He, as Hrbek has, pointed to negative economic consequences that
could eventually cost citizens more
than the minimal tax increases being
sought.
As Conkey commented on difficulties the Town of Leesburg had in
maintaining its general fund in the
face of lost litigation surrounding
its own water-sewer rates, Tederick
began talking back from his seat in
the Warren County Government
Center meeting room – “apples and
oranges, apples and oranges,” Tederick said to Conkey.
“We’re not going to have this debate now,” Conkey said of Tederick’s
interruption of his response to some
of Tederick’s earlier remarks. Conkey continued to elaborate on some
of the recent unexpected town expenses, including several hundred

thousand dollars in snow removal
that the town must cover out of its
uncommitted fund surpluses. In fact
on the March 22 consent agenda was
the transfer of $250,000 in fund balances to cover the costs of the solar
project RFP process ($100,000 from
Electric Fund), and $150,000 in the
General Fund for snow removal.
Carson Lauder pointed to other
potential costly and unanticipated
expenses, such as broken utility
lines running into the north corridor. “What would that cost to repair
– a quarter million dollars, more?”
Lauder asked. “You need extra money in your accounts for these unanticipated expenses,” Lauder said.
Replying to some anti-tax citizen
comments, Lauder also said, “And
we don’t always raise taxes in Front
Royal – that’s the problem,” he insisted of the town’s relatively sparse
uncommitted general fund surplus
of about $1.1 million. Lauder pointed out that nearby Strasburg, a town
perhaps a third the size of Front
Royal’s, has a 16-cent real estate tax
rate. Some have suggested localities
raise their tax a half cent annually
just to cover rising costs.
On the bright side, GilkeyBreeden informed council that the
state would fund about $380,000 in
so-called 599 local police funding
to the town this year. Initially it was
feared that all $410,000 of 599 funding would be eliminated from this
year’s state budget. That state money
reduces the anticipated deficit from
flat funding levels, from $1.2 million
to around $650,000 to $700,000.
According to the town’s finance
director, each penny of real estate
tax would generate $130,000 of
revenue and the 14-cent personal
property tax hike would have generated $120,000 of revenue. By those
numbers had the proposed increases
been approved, the town would still
be facing a $400,000 revenue shortfall.
What me worry?
Well there are the easy (political)
answers – go into debt to yourself,
put additional competitive disadvantages on your already struggling
in-town businesses, stop advertising
the town as a tourist destination and
drain your available surpluses till
their gone … why didn’t the council
majority, mayor and staff think of
that???
Following the vote to maintain flat
tax rates Sayre assured those present cuts to either the police department or the library were not on the
table (surely pennies from heaven
are about to fall the town’s way from
somewhere).
It now appears those pennies will
come from some combination of
operational expense cuts, so-called

luxury taxes like meals, lodging and
cigarettes, and possible fund balance
shifts to make up the approximate
$700,000 revenue shortfall.
According to staff, a 10-cent cigarette tax would provide $250,000 of
revenue (if people keep buying their
cigarettes in town); each penny of
meals tax, $300,000 (if town restaurants don’t lose business or go under,
under the added weight of additional town costs to their product), and
each penny of lodging tax $50,000 of
revenue.
Among operational costs mentioned for potential cuts by council is the advertising budget for the
Visitor’s Center. However staff has
pointed to the potential negative impact to town and town businesses’
revenues from lost tourism as another consequence of such budget
balancing methods (there goes the
already problematic lodging and
meals tax revenues).

Town
Blake & Co. Bridal Packages
Hair Spa
The Simple Bride
Updo and Makeup

Everyone is
Updo and Makeup
Champagne and Strawberries
beautiful on their The Tasteful Bride
Updo and Makeup
wedding day,
Catered Lunch by Soul Mountain
Inclusive Bride
we just make it The All
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Champagne and Strawberries
obvious...
Catered Lunch by Soul Mountain
The Romantic Bride

540.635.4033 • www.blakeandco.com
1201 Shenandoah Ave. Front Royal, VA
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Ivy Lodge
Gift Shop
101 Chester Street
Front Royal, VA
(540) 636-1446
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& Much More
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WTOP-CBS voice Richards ‘yaps’ for the animals
Wagner Shelter fundraiser features ‘The Golden Age of Radio’

Don Richards, center, directs rehearsals of two cast
members who will perform in “Golden Age of Radio.”
Photo/Malcolm Barr.
By Malcolm Barr Sr.
Special to WC Report
If you’re a retired journalist, and
you suddenly find that one of your
friends was a television news announcer who succeeded the famed
Walter Cronkite in Washington,
D.C., you are impressed!
Don Richards has been a friend
since wife Carol and I arrived in
Front Royal in 2002 following our
retirement. As a former Associated Press correspondent and editor,
I was aware of his CBS affiliation
but not of his colleagues of the day,
like Cronkite and Eric Sevareid,
with whom he shared microphone
space at WTOP in Washington in
the 1950s and early 1960s.
Don had the distinction of succeeding Cronkite when he left his
Washington-based television news
program for CBS headquarters in
New York.
Today, Don has become known
locally by voicing First Bank radio
commercials, among others.
He also occasionally stages a recurring, though different, show for
charitable causes called “A Grand
Evening from the Golden Age of
Radio.” You don’t have to be old
enough to remember “The Bickersons” and “Radio Mystery Theater”
but if you are, the show brings back
fond memories. Otherwise, it’s
sheer entertainment.
Social & Show
The erudite producer/director
Don Richards, now at an age he has

difficulty pronouncing, and a cast
of seven, are currently rehearsing
at Calvary Episcopal Church hall
for the show they are staging in aid
of the Humane Society of Warren
County on Friday, April 23. The
animal shelter group announce
a convivial “Yappy Hour” at 6:30
p.m. followed by dinner and show
shortly after 7 p.m. in an elegant
100-seat dining room behind the
Houlihan’s Restaurant-Holiday Inn
Express on Route 522 North. For
tickets for this fund-raising event,
call the animal shelter at 540-6354734; credit cards (Visa and Master

Card) are also accepted. Tickets are
limited. The cost is tax deductible
to the extent permitted by the IRS.
“We wanted to do something for
the animals, and this show is something we all are familiar with, and
popular,” Richards said. “I think
we even have some ‘groupies’ who
come to all our shows. For the animals’ sake, I hope we can fill the
room. We are very proud of achieving something for their welfare and
for the society.” Cast members include Jeff Schwartz, Peter Smith,
John Schreiner, Sally Anderson,
Susan O’Kelly, Jacob Goodman,
Glenn White and Betsy Blauvelt.
George Hodgkiss is the broadcast
engineer.
The cast is a stellar one and so
is Richards at running the show.
Born in New York City, raised in
New Jersey, the producer/director now lives full time in a house
on Blue Mountain that he built as a
rural getaway in the 1960s. He then
lived in Bethesda with his family of
four, and forsook commercial radio
and television for a second career
with the United States Information
Agency.
Through that work he became
more famous in foreign countries,
where his name was a household
word in the likes of Beirut, Paris, Vienna and Tokyo. This was through
a fabulously successful television
series beamed outside the United
States by the USIA called “Let’s
Learn English.”

Until recently, he’s done quite a
bit of radio and television consulting, and keeps fit by working out
at Dominion Health and Fitness in
Front Royal for the past 30 years,
according to operator Mike Kitts.

As for his acting – well, he says
that’s what he started out to do
back in his college days at Syracuse
University. Finally, in Front Royal,
he caught up with his dream!

Diva Nails Spa
“Discover the DIVA in you!!!”

PLEASE CALL Linda 540-635-DIVA or 540-635-3482
840 John Marshall Hwy Ste B, Front Royal Va 22630

Nail Care • Pedicure • Manicure Waxing • Gel Pink & White and more!

New Winter hours- Please Call For Appointment
• Closed on Mondays •

www.thedivanails.com

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) A
problem in getting a workplace project
up and moving might upset the Lamb,
who likes things done on time. But be
patient. The delay could turn out to be a
blessing in disguise.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Your
instincts are usually on the mark, so if
you feel uneasy about being asked for
advice on a certain matter, it’s probably
a good idea that you opt not to comply
with the request.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) You
might have two minds about a proposed change (which often happens
with the Twins), but once all the facts
are in, you’ll be able to make a definitive decision. Good luck.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) The
Crab’s frugal aspect dominates, so
while you might be reluctant to pay for
technical repairs, the time you save in
getting things back on track could be
well worth the expense.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) While
you Leos and Leonas continue to concentrate on doing well in your workrelated ventures this week, consider
reserving the weekend for sharing
good times with family and friends.
VIRGO (August 23 to September
22) This is a good week to take stock of
the important personal, professional or
familial relationships in your life and
see where you might need to do some

intense shoring up.
LIBRA (September 23 to October
22) Your sense of justice makes you the
likely person to help deal with a workor family-related grievance. But you
need to have any doubts about anyone’s true agenda resolved first.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) The Scorpio passion for getting
things done right and on time might
rankle some folks. Never mind them.
Others will be impressed, and they’re
the ones you want in your corner.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to
December 21) Finances could be a
mite tight this week. And, while things
will ease up soon enough, you savvy
Sagittarians will want to keep a prudent eye on your expenses at this time.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Although a technical malfunction could cause a temporary delay in
getting things up and running, you
could use the time to recheck your
operation and make changes where
necessary.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) You might find it difficult to
resist making a snap judgment about a
colleague’s behavior. But stick with
your usual way of assessing situations
and wait for the facts to come out.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20)
Asking for help with a family situation
might be the wisest course to take right
now. Just be sure you turn to someone
you can trust to do and say the right
thing for the right reasons.
BORN THIS WEEK: People see in
you a born leader whom they can follow and put their trust in.
© 2010 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Humane Society

Apple House hosts Humane Society Annual Meeting April 13
The Humane Society of Warren
County (HSWC) annual meeting
will be held at the Apple House,
Linden, on Tuesday, April 13.
Members and potential members of the society are welcome
to the pre-meeting buffet dinner
(cost is $10 for members, $15 for
non-members) at 5:30 p.m.
At the meeting, the society’s
president, Malcolm Barr, Sr.,
will report on progress made at
the Julia Wagner Animal Shelter
during the past year, including

Handyman for hire.
25+ years exp. Drywall,
Painting and Carpentry.
Quality work at reasonable prices. Will also do
odd jobs.

Call Tony Hill

540 -671 -3366

the opening of an enclosure for
large animals – three horses are
currently in residence, two others have been adopted out – and
the construction of Front Royal’s
first spay/neuter clinic. The clinic
is considered essential to the control of stray cats and dogs. The
pre-fabricated building has been
donated, as has the construction
work necessary for the foundation. The Town of Front Royal
and Warren County have contributed $5,000 each of the $11,400

cost of hooking up sewer and water utilities to the new building,
which will be on the shelter site
on Progress Drive.
The buffet dinner will be served
at 5:30 p.m. The business meeting, which will include the election of two new members to the
board of directors, is scheduled
for 7 p.m. For reservations, to
check membership status, or to
register for the business meeting, animal lovers and supporters
should call 540-635-4734.

Goldizen, Riley & Co. Real Estate

Volunteers for shelter-connected work and fund raising are
being sought by the recently appointed volunteer coordinator,
Lisa Runion, branch manager of
Sun Trust in Front Royal. Peggy
Herndon-Heyden and Tammy
Darr are announced candidates
for the board, succeeding Judge
John Ewell, vice president, and
Christian Failmezger.
Also this month, the HSWC
will present “a grand evening
from the Golden Age of Radio,”

produced and directed by Don
Richards (see related story). This
is at the Holiday Inn (Houlihan’s),
Blue Ridge Shadows Resort,
on Route 522, on Friday, April
23. “Yappy Hour” starts at 6:30
p..m. The dinner and show begin shortly after 7. For tickets
for this fund-raising event, call
the animal shelter. Credit cards
(Visa and Master Card) are now
accepted. Tickets are limited. The
cost is tax deductible to the extent permitted by the IRS.

Now Available at Prospect Hill Cemetery: Monuments, Cremation Urns,
Cremation Niches, In Ground Vases, Bronze Flag Holders and Monument Cleaning

Prospect Hill Cemetery Association, Inc.
200 W. Prospect Street • Front Royal, VA 22630 • 540-635-5468
All ‘D’series memorial art property of Design Mart. Copyright © 1978-2005 Design Mart.
Used with permission. All other rights reserved. License #L 0010002
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Town

“It doesn’t make any sense to keep it. It is amazing that at no cost to council [to remove
the dam], you would leave this silent killer in place.” – River activist Trace Noel

Town acquiesces to common sense – dam gone
Council finally votes to accept free money to demolish Riverton Dam
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

Following what appeared to be a
great deal of existential angst, or perhaps it was just a total loss of direction
and common sense, on March 22 the
Front Royal Town Council passed a
motion authorizing the town to proceed with removal of the Riverton
Dam through grants accessed from
the U.S. and Virginia Fish & Wildlife
Services.
The vote was 5-0 on Thomas Sayre’s
motion enabling the town not only to
apply for, but also utilized $123,000
of fed and state money to tear down
the long functionless and occasionally deadly dam.
However, exactly one month earlier on Feb. 22, Sayre unsuccessfully urged council to stop the grant
application process. Such a move
would have killed the possibility of
accessing the fed and state money to
remove the dam and created an imminent $500,000 to $1 million cost liability to the town to repair the dam.
At the February meeting, Sayre,
who had appeared to be on board
with the removal earlier, cited council candidate and former town electric department head Joe Swiger as
the source of information changing
his stance on the advisability of removing the dam.
Swiger told council during February public comments that he believed
the dam could be resurrected to some
use. Consequently on Feb. 22, Sayre’s
vote was the only one cast against allowing the grant application process
to continue. Sayre’s February vote to
kill the project came despite Town
Manager Michael Graham’s assurance that continuing the application
process did not commit the town to
accept the money and remove the
dam if new information justifying its
repair at town expense came to light.
Apparently no such information
was forthcoming in the intervening
month. In fact at earlier work sessions, Virginia Department of Game
& Inland Fisheries Regional Fisheries Manager Larry Mohn called the
dam “a high-hazard” structure with
virtually no potential of future use
due to increased public water usage
by communities upstream, including
Winchester and Frederick County.
Mohn told council removal of the
dam would improve recreational uses
by allowing canoe launch and retrieval site connections both up and
down stream of the dam. Responding
to questions, Mohn said removal of
the dam would have minimal impact
on recreational uses upstream because currently the dam is leaking at

A silent killer gets the death sentence.
its base, among other locations, so is
not creating a great disparity in the
river’s levels as it is.
It doesn’t make any sense
At the March 22 meeting five
speakers with personal and/or organizational interests in the Shenandoah River concurred with the state
and federal assessment.
“It doesn’t make any sense to keep
it,” Trace Noel said. Noel referenced
20 years in business on the river and
an even longer commitment to the
river’s health. “It is amazing that at no
cost to council [to remove the dam],
you would leave this silent killer in
place.”
Of efforts regulate citizen activities
around the dam were it to remain,
Noel added, “I don’t think you can
regulate human behavior – people

will find a way to use it. I don’t think
this council has given the proper
gravitas to this … more importantly
it is a life threatening entity. Please
remove it.”
James Hart, chapter secretary
and media chairman of the Northern Shenandoah Valley Chapter of
Trout Unlimited, said, “I am here to
strongly request that you vote for
the removal of the Riverton Dam …
I request that you provide consistent
and commonsense leadership by
having this archaic, costly and dangerous obstacle to recreation, tourism, safety and fish habitat removed
at the Commonwealth’s expense.
With Hart citing the potential cost
of $500,000 to $1 million to the town
for what would be mandated repairs
were the demolition grants rejected,
another speaker, Jerry Scholder suggested some fiscal consistency from

“Spring is here!”
Buying or selling?

council. “We can’t afford to keep the
dam. Don’t spend more money on it
- $3,000 for more studies is a waste
of money,” Scholder suggested in the
wake of councils’ earlier split decision not to raise real estate of personal property taxes this year as an
unacceptable financial burden on
town citizens (see related story).
Another speaker, longtime local
volunteer fireman Patrick Harvey,
rose to ask a couple of pointed questions.
When was the dam last used by the
town?
Not since 1930, Mayor Eugene
Tewalt informed Harvey.
Harvey then revisited the cost issues cited above.
“Why are we still here talking
about this?” a baffled Harvey finally
questioned council.
In the proposed Grant Agreement
to remove the dam, in the works
through two councils in recent years,
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
states that it and the Town of Front
Royal have “common interests” in
dam removals in the North Fork of

Your retirement SavingS maY Benefit

from new 2010 tax Law ChangeS.
If you’re looking for tax-free opportunities for retirement,
now is a great time to talk because tax law changes have
created new reasons to consider converting to a Roth
IRA, including:
❚❚ No

Warren Brown 540 683-6122
Bobby Rutherford 540 671-6121
Susan Jenkins 540 622-7873

income limit on conversions

❚❚ Ability

to split your conversion amount equally and
report it as income for tax years 2011 and 2012

Call one of our professionals:

Ginger Higgs 540 683-5990
Kelly Martin 540 551-0366
Bob Johnsen 540 692-0045

Call today to discuss how this opportunity may benefit you.
Edward Jones, its employees and financial advisors are not estate planners and cannot provide
tax or legal advice. Please consult your attorney or qualified tax advisor regarding your situation.

Richard L Mason, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

STOCKTON ROAD

STRASBURG ROAD

Custom built 3 bedroom home
on corner lot, hardwood floors,
2 fireplaces, basement, car
port and more.
Offered at $185,000

2 bedroom, 1 bath, kitchen, dining area, living room, screenedin-porch, garage and storage
building, 1.4 acres.
Offered at $149,900

Brown & Rutherford Realty

Email: erabrownandrutherfordrealty@mris.com
www.brownrutherford.com • Office: (540) 636-6121 • 800-551-7284
1220 North Royal Ave Front Royal, VA 22630

the Shenandoah River watershed.”
Those interests include the fed’s desire to improve and facilitate the habitat of local aquatic and other wildlife
and Front Royal’s desire to “connect
the Downtown, riverfront and national/state parks by implementing
a Front Royal Plan for Parks, Trails,
Bike Paths, and Greenways.
“The Town’s plan will help restore
the largely unspoiled beauty of the
North Fork-Shenandoah River and …
enhance the ecosystem throughout
the river’s watershed. The restoration
of a free flowing river is consistent
with the program objectives of both
parties,” the feds concluded.
Finally it seems, despite the uninformed posturing of some political
candidates and foreign missionary
workers (on Feb. 22), the slavish acceptance of that posturing by one
sitting councilman, and the nostalgic
reminiscences of at least one other
councilman, the current council
came to its collective senses without
dissent (Parker was absent due to illness).

21 Lee Street
Front Royal, VA 22630
540-635-6830

George L Karnes II
Financial Advisor
.

115 N Royal Ave
Front Royal, VA 22630
540-635-6798

Bret W Hrbek, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

Holly Hill Professional Center
986 John Marshall Hwy Suite C
Front Royal, VA 22630
540-635-8229

www.edwardjones.com/roth2010
Member SIPC

Read all issues in their entirety FREE on www.WarrenCountyReport.com

Early April, 2010 • Warren County Report • Page 17

To advertise in Warren County Report:
Contact Alison at alisond@warrencountyreport.com • 540-551-2072
or Angie Buterakos at angie@warrencountyreport.com - 540-683-9197
Pre ‘Kid’s Day’ Happy Creek
Clean Up
The Northern Shenandoah
Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited will be doing a clean up of a
stretch of Happy Creek near Bing
Crosby Stadium and the county
parks and rec department at
Eighth Street in preparation for
Kids Day fishing event of April
17, 2010.
The cleanup will occur on
Monday, April 12, from 5 p.m.
until dark. Any group, individual
or family is welcome to help out.
Those wishing to help should
meet in the park at Happy Creek
on the Bing Crosby Stadium side
– Bring gloves and boots!
For more information call Mike
Swauger at 540-636-6016
Kids Fishing Day on Happy
Creek April 17
The 13th annual Front Royal
“Kids Fishing Day’ on Happy
Creek will take place at the Bing
Crosby Stadium on April 17.
Trout fishing starts at 9 a.m. and
continues until 4 p.m. This event
is for children ages 2 through 15.
Sponsors of this event are: Northern Shenandoah Valley Chapter
of Trout Unlimited, the Virginia
Department of Game & Inland
Fisheries (VDGIF), and Warren
County Parks and Recreation.
Children must be accompanied

by an adult and no fishing license
is necessary, adults cannot fish
by themselves but can assist children fishing. This event is free to
all participants and prizes will be
awarded at noon. Master Magician, Kevin Owens, will appear at
11 a.m. at the foot bridge to entertain the children in the park.
For more information, call Jim
Hart at 540-635-7970 or go to
www.nsvtu.org.
County Republicans elect
officers
The Warren County Republican Committee elected new officers at a March 19th Mass Meeting. Dave Henderson was elected
as Chairman, Susan Conway was
elected as Vice Chairman, Mary
Kay Clark was elected as Secretary, and Timothy Dorss, C.P.A.,
was elected as Treasurer.
In addition, five Magisterial
District Chairmen were elected:
Thomas Sayre was elected as
Chairman of the Shenandoah
Magisterial District; Bob Conway was elected as the Happy
Creek Magisterial District Chairman; Tony Elar was elected as
the South River Magisterial District Chairman; Dan Murray was
elected as the North River Magisterial District Chairman; Darryl Funk was elected as the Fork
Magisterial District Chairman.
In addition, 43 persons were

Warren County Report
Alison Duvall
Sales Representative
Cell: (540) 551-2072

alisond@warrencountyreport.com

Warren County Report
Angie Buterakos
Sales Representative
Cell: (540) 683-9197

angie@warrencountyreport.com

elected to serve as delegates from
Warren County to the 10th District Republican Convention to
be held in Warrenton on May 22.
Monthly meetings for the Warren County Republican Committee are held in the Government
Center on the third Thursday of
the month at 7 p.m.
Rotary Club Of Linden
planning 4th annual Gala
Fundraiser
The Rotary Club of Linden will
hold its fourth annual Anniversary Gala, “New York, New York,”
on Saturday, May 1, 2010, 6:0010:00 p.m., at Shenandoah Valley
Golf Club. The event will feature
dinner, live and silent auctions.
Proceeds from the event will
support the club’s service projects including Well-Tran, the
Shenandoah Area Agency on
Aging’s transportation program
for seniors & people with disabilities.
Auction items include a handmade quilt, vacation package
at Cape Charles, VA, gourmet
single-malt scotch dinner, and
two 50-yard line tickets for the
Washington Redskins-Philadelphia Eagles game and a parking
pass.
Tickets are $65 per person, including dinner as well as a chance
to win a $1,500 cash prize. A
cash bar will be available. Attire
is black tie optional. Attendance
is limited, and all tickets are
sold in advance of the event. For
reservations, or to learn about
sponsorship opportunities, call
540-622-6166 or 540-636-2199
or visit the club’s website at www.
lindenrotary.org.
Sponsors for the Gala include
Jerry Williams, Independent
Agent, Aflac; Dean & Susan
Griffith, Independent Agents,
Aflac; Melanie Hamel, Weichert,
Realtors; Jean’s Jewelers; Beth
Medved Waller, Weichert, Realtors; George Karnes, Edward
Jones; The River 95.3 FM; Front
Royal Dental Care; Jack Evans
Chevrolet; Turner-Robertshaw
Funeral Home; Warren Memorial Hospital; Commonwealth
One Federal Credit Union; and
Bret Hrbek, Edward Jones.
Guard Hill Road water tank
routine maintenance
The Town of Front Royal will

The news
have a contractor painting the
Guard Hill Rd Potable Storage
Tank starting March 26, 2010
through April 16, 2010.
Customers may experience
periods of lower water pressure
and/or discoloration of their
water during. If you experience
discolored water, run your coldwater tap until it clears. During
periods of discoloration, postpone washing clothes and limit
your use of hot water until the
cold water clears.
If you experience any continued pressure issues, please contact the Town at (540) 635-7819
or after hours at (540) 635-2111.
If you have any questions about
this project, please contact the
Department of Environmental
Services at (540) 635-7819.
Spaghetti Dinner
Saturday, April 24th 4-8 pm
Front Royal Church of the Brethren 106 W. 13th St., Front Royal
Adults - $7; Children 4-10 - $3;
3 & under - Free Benefit: Front
Royal Little League Challengers
...a division of Little League that

allows children with mental and
physical disabilities to participate in the game.
For More Info, To Purchase
Tickets or To Make A Donations
Call Sharon 540-636-1931 or
Cindy 540-683-8585
Cub Scout Pack 112’s Annual
Pancake Breakfast & Car Show
Saturday, April 24, 2010, 8
a.m. to 2 p.m. Moose Lodge 829,
1349 John Marshall Highway,
Front Royal, VA. Pancake Breakfast served 8 a.m. to Noon. “All
you can eat” pancakes, sausage
&amp; eggs with orange juice,
milk, coffee &amp; tea. Tickets:
$5 in advance; $6 at the door (3
&amp; under free). Tickets on
sale at Peak Impressions, Front
Royal, or see any pack member.
For more info: call 540-635-9974
or 540-635-1965; e-mail joeo@
accinfo.com or dcwinn@embarqmail.com.
Car Show from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Free to the public. Food,
music &amp; family fun! Show
Continued pg 28

EMPLOYMENT

The Sherando
Times
Advertising Representative
The Sherando Times is currently searching for
a top-notch sales representative for Frederick
County.
The ideal candidate would be organized and selfmotivated. Great people skills and a professional
demeanor are key. This individual should enjoy
the freedom of setting his or her own hours and
meeting new people. Previous advertising sales
experience is a plus. The candidate must be dependable, reliable and be a self-starter. This is a
commission-based position.
If you are poised and ready to take the next step in
your sales career, email:
angie@sherandotimes.com
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“As the Chief of the Front Royal Police Department I stand accountable for the actions
of my officers and employees … If I stepped on some toes by enlisting the community’s
support for it’s police department, then I apologize.” – FRPD Chief Richard Furr

Town

Furr apologizes, defends department actions
Front Royal Police Chief reacts to Tederick’s attack on political tactics
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
On Monday, March 22, Front Royal
Police Chief Richard Furr responded
to published criticism in the Northern Virginia Daily about an e-mail
from his department sent to garner
public support for town tax increases
proposed in part to help maintain
town staffing and services levels that
could impact his department. Furr
also addresses published criticism
of his appearance and that of one of
his captains armed and in uniform
at the March 8th Front Royal Town
Council meeting. As did a number
of non-uniformed police officers and
support staff, both Furr and Captain
Mark Werner spoke in support of tax
increases, if necessary to maintain
town staff and service levels, while in
uniform.
With local Republican activist and
no-tax council candidate Joe Swiger
supporter Matt Tederick having publicly called him and his office out
for both political recruitment and
“intimidation” tactics in support of

council budget initiatives, Furr accepted responsibility for the e-mail
generated out of his office by support
staff and explained his and Werner’s
uniformed appearance before town
council.
Were he and his captain armed with
the purpose of cowering political opponents on March 8th and did a support staffer whose job would be first
on the town chopping block overstep
the proper bounds of political activism within the town workplace?
Furr apologized if he “stepped on
any toes” in allowing staff to enlist
community support to maintain police staffing levels. He also admitted
to being armed with a purpose, but
rather than goose-stepping, political
intimidation, that purpose is “a passion” to save all his staff and the law
enforcement functions they provide
in support of the community, not
against it, the police chief asserted.
“As the Chief of the Front Royal Police Department I stand accountable
for the actions of my officers and employees. Last week, an e-mail went
out from my department asking for

the support of the citizens of Front
Royal for a proposed tax increase to
fund the proposed FY2011 budget.
If I stepped on some toes by enlisting the community’s support for its
police department, then I apologize,”
Furr began. “I was criticized for this
e-mail in Saturday’s Northern Virginia Daily. I and another member of my
staff were also criticized for wearing
our uniforms at the Town Council
meeting on March 8. For the record,
I wear my uniform at about 95 percent of the Town Council meetings
and Captain Werner had worked a

10 to 11-hour day before the six hour
meeting started and did not have
time to go home and change out of
uniform. All other staff members
that spoke that night were dressed in
civilian clothing.”
While Furr did change into civvies
before speaking before council that
evening, he pointed to the pride he
takes in his uniform, as well as an
appearance before the state General
Assembly in January.
“I do want to point out however
that I was not criticized for wearing
my uniform and weapon and stand-

ing with Virginia State Senator Janet
Howell and about 60 other uniformed
police chiefs, sheriffs, and Commonwealth Attorneys at a news conference in Richmond on January 27,
supporting Senator Howell’s bill to
restore full funding for public safety,
which by the way, included the 599
funding that the Town of Front Royal
will continue to receive when Governor McDonnell signs the budget bill
into law. This will provide $350,638 to
the Town of Front Royal in FY 2011
for law enforcement, a small reduction from last year’s figures” (maybe

(540) 635-2156 • (540) 635-9242
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2007 Chevrolet Silverado 4x4 2500

2006 Chevrolet Corvette

$33,991

$31,991

Diesel, 22K,
#490471

Auto, Leather, 16K,
#400721

Designed for Ages 7 to 17

Weekly from end of June to mid August
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 Clay Animation
2010 Chevrolet Malibu

2009 Honda Civic Hybrid
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Full Power, 1,000-K,
#30555

Leather, Nav, 16K,
#490771

www.JEChevy.com

 Video Game Animation
 Audio Production

 2-D & 3-D Video Games  Robotics

Register Today!
For full details visit:

www.LFCCworkforce.com
9 Commerce Avenue • Front Royal, VA 22630
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for law enforcement, a small reduction from last year’s figures”
(maybe the armed and dangerous
look works – just kidding chief ).
Furr also addressed his department’s personnel and financial
situation.
“I, as well as the other department directors for the Town of
Front Royal, have cut our operating budgets approximately 15
percent over the last three years.
Considering the rate of inflation,
in real dollars, that figure probably
amounts to 20 percent or more.
This is money used to purchase
equipment, office supplies, uniforms, training, vehicle fuel, and
on and on. All of these items have
increased in price for us, just as
the things you purchase have increased.”
Furr also addressed the town’s
overall budget situation, which
he also addressed as it potentially
impacts his department at that
evening’s council meeting.
“Last Tuesday (March 16), my
ranking staff met with Town Manager Graham. During this meeting,
Mr. Graham explained the Town’s
financial dilemma, where the revenue was lacking, and his recommendations to Council to close
this financial gap. Mr. Graham’s
explanation was very informative
and his proposals were logical.
Mr. Graham’s recommendations
did not include eliminating employees, salary cuts, furloughs, or
changes in benefits which would
affect all Town employees, not just
police personnel. However, Mr.
Graham did state that realistically,
all of these options remain on the
table until Council finds a way to
balance this budget.”
Responding to a question later,
Furr said Graham was not aware
of the e-mail from community policing support staffer Janice Hart,
whose position is high on the potential chopping block, referenced
at the outset of his statement.
Furr also said he would continue
to fight for every dollar of local,
state and federal money he could
get to further his goal of providing
quality law enforcement service to
the community.
The casual look
At that evening’s council meeting a nattily attired and apparently
unarmed Furr continued to address that theme and commended
Mayor Eugene Tewalt for having
the courage to point out past failures of fiscal foresight by the town
council that would head off the
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“I do want to point out however that I was not criticized for wearing my uniform and weapon and
standing with Virginia State Senator Janet Howell and about 60 other uniformed police chiefs,
[and] sheriffs … at a news conference in Richmond on January 27.” – Chief Furr

Town
need for obtrusive tax increases in
the future.
“You as a Town Council are facing a tough decision tonight. It has
been at least 10 years since the
Town of Front Royal has raised
its taxes. As a result, Front Royal
has one of the lowest, if not the
lowest, tax rates in the area. Previous councils have stood firm on
the platform of no new taxes and
now, unfortunately, they have created the perfect storm which this
council must now face.
“During the booming economy
that we have enjoyed in these past
years, additional revenue came in
from robust sales, construction,
and other fees, supporting all of
the day to day work that has to
be done and also make the many
improvements to the town that
the citizens want from its government. Now however, as we all
feared would sometime happen,
the economy has taken a severe
downturn and the Town’s revenue,
which was heavily based on sales
and fees, has spiraled downward.
“As the old saying goes, the only
thing you can be certain of is death
and taxes. As Mayor Tewalt was
quoted in Saturday’s Northern
Virginia Daily, “we should raise
taxes half a cent every year just to
cover overhead costs.” That is wisdom that I wish previous councils
would have had during the good
economic times. Then this council
would not be faced with having to
raise taxes 8 – 10 cents at a time
when the economy is tough.”
Furr said he supported the fairest way to deal with the town’s revenue shortfall, including facing his

own real estate tax increases for
the services offered by town government.
“For the value of the many
services that I receive from the
town year round, I feel I am getting a good return on my dollar.
If I didn’t, I would move into the
county. Yes, I may have to do without some things to come up with
that $60-$100 [of real estate taxes]
each year. Maybe I should take
my wife’s suggestion and cancel
my subscription to the Northern
Virginia Daily,” Furr said of the
media outlet that raised Tederick’s
assertions of police intimidation
of anti-tax proponents, as well as
the appropriateness of work place
e-mails pushing political agendas

(now be fair, chief, every dog has
its say). Fair or not, Furr’s media
slight drew some laughter.
It seemed that whether armed or
unarmed, the chief and his staff ’s
presence had little impact on public or council opinions. Once again
a majority of citizens speaking and
writing letters supported the proposed tax hikes, but council did
not (see related story).

Clues sought in September
Texaco robbery

To see the video of Furr’s full
press conference and the subsequent question and answer session with the media, go to the
Warren County Report website,
www.warrencountyreport.com

Mountain Mystic
Trading Company

Our Mystique Has Grown!
Offering a wide variety of sterling silver and gemstone jewelry,
chimes, rock and mineral specimens, books, cards, journals, relaxing and meditative music, tapestries, candles, incense, fragrance
and essentials oils, stickers, antique jade carvings, and so many
more one of a kind items!

215 South Street • Front Royal • 635-6318
Open everyday from 10-6, except Sunday from 12-5 and closed on Wednesdays

Family Lawn and Garden Sevice, LLC

“WE ARE NOT SATISFIED UNTIL OUR CUSTOMERS ARE!”

LET US KEEP YOUR LAWN
LOOKING SHARP THIS SEASON
AFFORDABLE RATES &
FREE ESTIMATES!
Call Today: 540-974-3375 or 540-974-5914
E-mail: familylawnandgarden@gmail.com
www.familylawnandgardenservice.com

We Are Licensed
and Insured
75854/0022

On Monday September 7, 2009 around 7:48 pm, the Texaco station at 63 West 14th Street was robbed. The suspect was described
as a white male, between 5 feet 8 inches and 5 feet 10 inches tall with
a medium build. The suspect had a full goatee.
He entered the store, displayed a weapon and demanded money.
The suspect fled the store on foot with an undisclosed amount of
money. No one was hurt during the incident. The suspect was last
seen wearing a brown knit hat, white long sleeve shirt with a red
undershirt. He was wearing white tennis shoes and covered his face
with a blue bandana. A silver or light colored “boxy” type SUV may
be linked to the robbery, as a vehicle matching that description was
seen leaving the area at a high rate of speed.
This incident is currently being investigated by the criminal investigation division. Anyone with information about the robbery is
asked to call (540) 635-2111.

Lunch
Special!
Sub, Fries & Drink
$5.99!
Available from 11:00am to 4:00pm
Monday - Friday

135 Crooked Run Plaza Front Royal, VA
(540) 635-7400 www.ledopizzafrontroyal.com

Hoopla Is Here
Score More Deals at redplum.com
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Opinion

Rebuttal:

Mr. Sayre’s defense of his fingered pen
Councilman blasts Bianchini mindset, mindset says ‘no comment’

Tom Sayre may be calculating the number of votes
- his - likely to be cast against the FRLP rezoning
prior to what was, in fact, a 5-1 vote of approval of
the long-negotiated proposal bringing over $4 million
in road improvement proffers to the Happy CreekShenandoah Shores area where he lives - or maybe
he’s just saying “hi” to his favorite photographer.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Let me say to my colleagues and
constituents, IF I “urred” with the
March publication of a photo and
caption of Mr. “Sayire” with his middle finger extended toward me then
I am so s-s-s … s-s-s, s-s-sorr – Oh
never mind, that’s one’s been used
anyway. Let me begin again.
What’s in a picture? Or perhaps, a

picture is worth a thousand words.
Fresh off surviving his own public censure at the hands of his colleagues in January, Front Royal Town
Councilman Thomas Sayre decided
to publicly “censure” this reporter at
the March 22nd town council meeting.
Apparently Sayre felt compelled
to lambaste my distinct, yet ever so
balanced mental state as a result of
the March 9th publication of a photo

“Show me those hands!” the photographer may have
been thinking as he snapped this shot of Councilman
Sayre questioning the state of his mind over earlier
photo and caption of the councilman (to left).
and caption on this paper’s website
–
www.warrencountyreport.com
– along with a story on the first tax
rate public hearing and the public
hearing on the Front Royal Limited
Partnership rezoning. The picture
was also published in our March 19
(“Late March”, page 11) hard copy
edition.
During the council concerns segment, near the March 22nd meeting’s outset, Sayre said, “I address
this to my constituents who saw the
picture of myself and a caption posted on the Warren County Report

ST NDARD SUPPLY
					

* On Main Street Since 1953 *
Selling RED JACKET®
WELL PUMPS to choosy customers
since 1991.

Choose to call ST NDARD SUPPLY at
635-4547 for a professional installer near you.

website by Mr. Bianchini. It takes a
dirty mind to intentionally photograph and misconstrue an otherwise
normal picture. (Guilty, guilty, guilty

– I admit it, I intentionally took the
photo – but dirty, misconstrue, normal???)
“Obviously I was not doing what
Mr. Bianchini would like you to
think. Hopefully he can keep his
mind better occupied this evening,”
Sayre concluded as I flashed away to
commemorate this newest special, if
not too private moment between us.
Sayre’s statement was a defense of
his intent, or lack thereof in holding
a middle finger pose aimed our way
as we snapped shots of him, along
with all councilmen during the crucial discussions of March 8th.
Sayre’s televised public statement of March 22nd expounded on
a more detailed explanation of the
councilman’s mindset at the time the
photo was taken following a March
15th council work session. In a Town
Hall room still full of councilmen,
the mayor, staff and reporters, we
approached Sayre with a question
we asked several councilmen about
issues raised about the re-advertisement of the town real estate and personal property tax rates.
“Roger, I have nothing to say to

+(/3
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you,” Sayre replied to our question
about his perception of how the matter was handled by the mayor and
staff. However, pulling a pen from
his jacket pocket the councilman
continued into other realms.
“You know this is a pen that I got
at my daughter’s place when she

got hurt at Snowshoe. And I was at
George Mason University, okay, and
I got that pen at the church there. I
was praying to the Blessed Sacrament
– her life was at stake. She might lose
her arm. So I’m holding a pen in my
hand and I don’t even know you’re
there. I don’t know you’re taking a

2010

ADULT EDUCATION /GED CLASS

WARREN COUNTY
• Blue Ridge Technical Center
280 Luray Avenue

(next to old Warren County High School)
Monday, 6:00 PM Registration/Pre-test
Tues./Thurs., 6:00-8:30 PM, Adult Ed./GED Prep

Opinion

picture of me and you have on the
website, inferring with your dirty,
filthy mind that I’m making an obscene remark to you – that’s disgusting … I had absolutely no intention
of that at all – that’s disgusting.”
It might be noted that Sayre’s
daughter’s snowboarding accident
referenced by the councilman occurred between Jan. 28 and Feb. 1,
some five weeks prior to the March 8
meeting the photograph in question
was taken at. Our understanding is
she is recovering well in the wake of
surgery. Taking and publishing the
photo was certainly not intended to
interrupt a public moment of spiritual reflection upon his daughter’s
accident of late January as council
pondered the town’s future in early
March. And we certainly wish the
young, Miss Sayre a full and speedy
recovery.
Whether the councilman’s middle-

finger gesture our way was conscious,
unconscious, intentional or unintentional will always be unknown to us.
Did we overstep the bounds of good
taste in having a little fun with the
shot? Geez, we hope not. But once
Sayre expressed his vast and great
umbrage on March 15, we slightly
altered the hardcopy caption, not
wanting to further rock his apparently delicate mental state on the
matter.
However, I must comment on
Sayre’s tactic of addressing the photo
and caption to me personally within
the context of his daughter’s accident.
It is reminiscent to this old sportswriter of Barry Bonds reacting to
media reports of long-term steroid
use during his record-setting home
run hitting years and pending federal indictments by facing reporters at
the ballpark with his 2 or 3-year-old

Roy Jackson has now moved
to Jennerations Hair Studio

• Samuels Public Library
330 E. Criser Road

Tues./Thurs., 10:00 AM-12:30 PM, Adult Ed

Roy’s hours are:
Mon. & Friday - 8 to 6
Sat. & Sun. 8 to 3
I look forward to seeing many
of my loyal customers!!

FREE Official GED Practice Test
April 10 & May 8 at 9 AM
Lord Fairfax Community College

Call to register

Must be 18 or older to participate/Northern Shenandoah Valley Adult Education

Jennerations Hair Studio
Royal Plaza Shopping Center • 631-1177

667-9744 or 800-435-5945
www.needmyged.org

115 South Street • Front Royal
Just Up From Kmart

son on his knee – “You’re not going
to ask me all these nasty questions
and upset my son, are you?” Bonds
seemed to be telling the media.
“You’re not going to publish a photo of me and make sport of it in the
wake of my daughter’s accident are
you?” Sayre appeared to be telling
us.
Using your innocent child as a
public shield against media scrutiny,
whether it be about something as serious as steroid abuse or as trivial as
perhaps idle public poses is a questionable tactic.
The sports media did not create
the sudden changes in Barry Bonds
physique and home run-hitting ability, nor did it create the pending federal indictments based on reports of
steroid suppliers that Bonds was a
customer of theirs.
This reporter did not cause Mr.
Sayre’s child’s accident, nor plan any
disrespect to his emotional reaction to it over a month after the fact
during a pivotal and trying six-hour
town council meeting. For him to
imply otherwise is disingenuous at
best.
For us the photo and caption was
a light moment during the tumultuous debate over the future direction
of the Town of Front Royal. But apparently like beauty, humor is also in
the eye of the beholder.
We know its town election season,
Tom, but lighten up will you?

New

LOWER
PRICES

683-4226
The Ultimate Wash
			

Was

$

14

12

Now $
Only

• Presoak
• Wheel Wash
• Triple Foam Bath
• Undercarriage Wash
• Bug Buster
• Soft Touch Wash
• On Board Tire & Wheel Wash
• High Pressure Wheel & Rocker Panel Blaster
• Foaming Clearcoat Protectant
• Spot Free Rinse
• 60 HP High Velocity Blower

The Supreme Wash

				

Was

$

12

Express Wash
Now
Only

9

$

			

• Presoak
• Triple Foam Bath
• Soft Touch Wash
• Foaming Clearcoat Protectant
• Spot Free Rinse
• 30 HP High Velocity Blower

Add Rain-X® to any Wash for ONLY $3

Was $8
Now
Only

5

$

• Presoak
• Soft Touch Wash
• Spot Free Rinse

Page 24 • Warren County Report • Early April, 2010

Educational issues
ISSUES, from pg 8
pitulated to their Shenandoah District colleague and the HSLDA’s desire on the matter.
We asked Boyles if the HSLDA request for a loud call to verbal arms
was also a factor in the rescission.
“We did get calls,” Boyles replied.
In fact, Boyles noted that in the apparent wake of the mass circulated
HSLDA e-mail he got one call from
Charlottesville complaining about
the Warren County policy. Other
than Boyles, who was interviewed in
person, and Athey, no school board
member replied to some e-mailed
questions on the issue.
Backs against the wall?
The HSLDA e-mail concluded, “Silence is no longer an option. Even if
you are not under the religious exemption, this is your fight. Homeschoolers must oppose this unlawful
policy with one united voice. – ACTION REQUESTED – Please call all
the members of the school board immediately;
1. Ask them to suspend enforcement of the policy at once.
	2. Ask them to create a task force
including home school parents to
create a consensus policy.
A list of all Warren County School
Board members followed, with full
contact information, including street
address, phone number and e-mail.
In fact, Athey referenced calls
from “many parents who are protected in their parental decisions by
the religious exemption to compulsory school attendance” who either
utilized private religious schools or
home schooling “expressing their
concerns both over the legality of the
new regulation and its effect on their
religious freedom to educate their
child consistent with their faith.”
One thing that may have set off
alarm bells within the religious exemption community is that above
stated potential of an annual request
by the school board that religious
exempt families reapply for the ap-

plication. However, while the new
policy allows such requests, it does
not mandate them.
Athey called backing off the legal
staff prepared and board approved
policy “the most prudent course of
action to protect all of the families of
Warren County.”
Over-reaction by an alarmist splinter group of religious zealots or simple caution that everyone’s right to
believe in the God of their choice is
maintained as a fundamental right of
American society?
Boyles said while he had yet to see
the HSLDA e-mail as of March 26,
he feared misinformation was being circulated “that the school board
was trying to restrict or modify” the
county’s informal policy, which he
believes has not turned any Religious
Exemption request down during his
six-year tenure on the Warren County School Board.
Told of the tone and content of the
e-mail, Boyles said, “That’s not giving

Read all issues in their entirety FREE on www.WarrenCountyReport.com

“The board members have certain responsibilities under the state code. And we want to make
sure we’re meeting those responsibilities …. And with a policy that wasn’t in writing how do you
know that a consistent situation is being followed?” – WCSB Chairman Roy Boyles
the school board the benefit of the
doubt based on our history. We’ve
always tried to be very fair with everyone who has applied. Like I said,
I’m not aware of anyone who’s been
denied [a religious exemption].
“The state allows certain things
– you can do certain things and you
can’t under the code. Invasion of
privacy and certain rights, we don’t
have the ability to do. And once
something’s been approved, I don’t
know that you can really go back and
do anything to reverse that.
“If you’re home schooled or private schooled and other things along
those lines there are circumstances
that allow continued monitoring and
evaluation of how that child is progressing. With a religious exemption
in place then you lose that. And I
guess that’s the way the state wants
it to be unless the state code was to
be changed,” Boyles concluded of
higher authority on the matter (not
that One).

Pastor Bill Kerns extends YOU a personal
invitation to stop in on Tuesday and Thursday evenings at 7:00pm. Come relax, enjoy
the music and message
and feel free to ask
questions We meet at
Victory Baptist Church
on 8th Street, behind
the Knotty Pine
Restaurant
Pastor Bill Kerns
and wife Robin

And it is the total lack of oversight
of “Religious Exempt” children that
raises alarm bells with some, including the Republican legislator responsible for the most recent draft of the
state code on home schooling and religious exemptions (see related story

next issue).
AG opinion
We asked Boyles about a pending
Attorney General’s opinion.
“Of course the Attorney General

Oasis Vineyards
Open for tastings
Saturdays & Sundays
11am - 5pm
oasiswines.net • 540-635-3103

Get out of the fire of life...
The FROC is a soulwinning outreach
that is dedicated to changing lives
by loving the imprisoned soul. It is
our desire to help you grow strong
in faith as you worship with caring
people who are friendly, receptive
and gracious.
For more information call
(540) 660-1395
or visit us on the web at

www.FROCministries.com
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is supposed to give you opinions on
a case-by-case basis. Previous Attorney General’s opinions have been
on such a basis, not a broad brush.
None of them are going to give you
a broad brush. But if you ask specific
questions, they are going to give you
answers to those specific questions.
We asked Boyles that given some
major newspapers’ characterization
of recently elected Republican Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli’s extremely conservative views as a potential hindrance to his objectivity on
such issues, he was concerned about
a broad brush opinion on the local
policy.
“As far as the AG’s opinion, he’s
taken an oath just like all of us have,
to do the best that we can for all the
people in our jurisdiction, not just
those who put us in office. And he
has to interpret some different things
as the Attorney General. While not
everyone would necessarily agree
with every AG opinion, that’s why
you have courts of law and things
along those lines too. Hopefully he
would interpret our policy based on
how it coincides with state codes
and then either say that everything’s
okay with it, or say you really need
to make some modifications in these
particular areas go beyond what the
state code really allows you to do.”
Opinions of AG
According to our online and Wiki-

Obituary
Victor Hugh Smedley
Victor Hugh Smedley, 47,
of Winchester, died Tuesday,
March 23, 2010 at his residence.
He was born May 8, 1962 in
Warren County, VA, the son
of Hubert Gene and Rosella
Ella Hamman Smedley.
He had been a plumber and
a member of the Church of
Christ at Mountain View.
Surviving are a son, Victor
Lynn Smedley of Strasburg;
two sisters, Sharon Smedley of
Conway, SC and Anna Sanders of Winchester and two
brothers, William Hoover of
Inwood, WV and Roy Hoover
of Front Royal.
A graveside service was held
in St. Stephens Cemetery,
Strasburg with Evangelist
Charles Doughty officiating.
Arrangements are by Michael R. Phelps and Associates
Funeral Directors, Stephens
City.
www.phelpsfunerals.
com

pedia-referenced investigation of
first year Attorney General Ken
Cuccinelli, several major newspapers, including the Virginia Pilot and
Washington Post raised issues about
Cuccinelli’s mindset and ability to
objectively function as state attorney
general during the campaign “due
to his right-wing views, particularly
his refusal to commit to a non-discrimination policy.” According to the
Virginian Pilot, “Cuccinelli’s election would bring … instability to the
state’s law firm and untold harm to
the long list of people who don’t fit
his personal definition of morality.”
In an editorial entitled “Mr. Cuccinelli’s Bigotry”, The Washington Post
echoed a similar sentiment, writing,
“given his bizarre ideas, he would
very likely become an embarrassment for the commonwealth.”
On the other hand, the 41-year-old
Cuccinelli was endorsed by the Republican National Coalition for Life,
the NRA, FOP, and many big name
Republicans, including Mike Huckabee, Ron Paul, Fred Thompson, Morton Blackwell and William A. Zimmerman. Major newspapers giving
Cuccinelli endorsements included
the Richmond Times-Dispatch, The
Daily Progress, and Culpeper StarExponent. The Daily Progress called
Cuccinelli “mature,” while the StarExponent gave a “slight edge to Cuccinelli for his proactive solutions,
legal expertise, fighting disposition
and strong conservative moorings.”

(source Wikipedia)
Cuccinelli’s hit list:
EPA, gays, health care, SS #’s
On February 16 after just six weeks
in office, Cuccinelli filed a request
at the United States Environmental Protection Agency to reopen its
proceeding regarding the EPA’s finding that greenhouse gases endanger
public health. He also sought a judicial review of those EPA findings on
greenhouse gases in federal court.
As a result, Virginia joined Alabama
and Texas as the only states seeking
to attack the EPA actions to control
greenhouse gases related to climate
change. His press statement accused
“unelected bureaucrats with political
agendas” of falsifying scientific data
to regulate American industry and
“drive our economy into the ground.”
On March 4, Cuccinelli sent a letter
to public colleges and universities in
the Commonwealth stating that, in
his opinion as Attorney General, Virginia law and public policy prohibit
those schools from including sexual
orientation or gender expression in
any non-discrimination policy – in
other words you can discriminate at
Virginia colleges based on non-traditional sexual mores, including homosexuality. The letter was condemned
by former Republican member of the
House of Delegates Vincent F. Callahan, Jr. Callahan, who currently sits
on the Board of Visitors for George

GREAT RATES,
GREAT SERVICE,
CONVENIENT HOURS
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Educational issues
Mason University, said Cuccinelli’s
statement was “reprehensible.”
Eleven weeks in and on a roll, on
March 22 Cuccinelli announced
plans to bring the U.S. Health Care
Reform Bill passed on March 21, under challenge in federal court on the
grounds the bill is unconstitutional
as an overstepping of federal authority over states (smell like Massive Resistance to anyone?).
In a video of a public appearance

circulated online during the 2009
campaign, Cuccinelli told an audience he and his wife were considering not getting their seventh and
youngest child a social security number “because it is being used to track
you.”
Get ready Warren County School
Board, you are on deck!
rogerb@warrencountyreport.com

Donahoe’s Florist
Planning your wedding?
Call Holly Hullihen
for a consultation...
she’ll help make your
‘Special Day’ perfect!

540-635-2815
1-800-806-5182

250 South Royal Ave
Jean Rudacille, Owner

Cloth Peddler
Quilt Shop

Spring is Here!!

Fabrics with Pansies, Cherry Blossoms
and more...Just ariving!

540-869-9020

5330 Main Street, Stephens City, VA
www.clothpeddler.com

Hours: M-F 10-5
Sat 10-3

New Beginnings Community Greetings
“Introducing Your Business to
New Homeowners in our Community”

***

P.O. Box 1025
Front Royal, VA 22630
540 635-8660

CALL US & COMPARE

www.skylineagency.com

OPEN MON-FRI 9-7 • SATURDAY 10-1
TOLL FREE 1-877-845-0584

540-635-1288

On the Corner of 4th & Commerce (the Bypass)

Page 26 • Warren County Report • Early April, 2010

Read all issues in their entirety FREE on www.WarrenCountyReport.com

To advertise in Warren County Report:
Contact Alison at alisond@warrencountyreport.com • 540-551-2072
or Angie Buterakos at angie@warrencountyreport.com - 540-683-9197

Indictments
Mark Thomas Clementi
The Warren County, VA Circuit
Grand Jury charges that on or
about October 21, 2009, in the
County of Warren, Mark Thomas
Clementi, 26, of 398 Granny Smith

Rd., Linden, VA 22642, did unlawfully and feloniously, maliciously
cut, wound or cause bodily injury
to Jimmie Clatterbuck, with the intent to maim, disable, disfigure or
kill said Jimmie Clatterbuck.

When I say "good,"
you say "neighbor."
Powers Insurance Agcy Inc
Bill Powers, Agent
Front Royal, VA 22630
Bus: 540-635-2825

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

P097314

RIVERTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
55 E. STRASBURG ROAD • FRONT ROYAL, VA 22630
(540) 635-3878
Email: riverton@rivertonumc.org

The Warren County, VA Circuit
Grand Jury charges that:
COUNT 1: On or about October
1, 2009, in the County of Warren,
Sherri Lynn Corathers, 43, of 116 S.
Royal Ave., Front Royal, VA 22630,
did knowingly, intentionally and
feloniously possess a controlled
substance listed in Schedule II of
the Drug Control Act, namely, Hydromorphone.
COUNT 2: On or about October
3, 2009, in the County of Warren,
Sherri Lynn Corathers did knowingly, intentionally and feloniously
possess a controlled substance
listed in Schedule II of the Drug
Control Act, namely, Hydromorphone.
Quentin James Diggs

EASTER SERVICES SCHEDULE – SUNDAY, APRIL 4
6:30am Sunrise Service: Riverton and Front Royal UMC will celebrate
Easter Sunrise together here at Riverton. The sunrise service will be
held outside, weather permitting.
Please bring wildflowers or fresh cut flowers for
the flowering of the cross.
7-8:30am Easter Breakfast: sponsored by UM Men/Men’s
Sunday School Class.
Free will offering.
9am Worship Service: Youth Skit, School
Handbell Choir and Holy Communion.
9am Children’s Worship: Children in grades K-6 are welcome to attend.
10am Easter Egg Hunt: for kids of all ages
11am Worship Service: Youth Skit, School
Handbell Choir and Holy Communion.

The Warren County, VA Circuit
Grand Jury charges that on or
about December 3, 2009, in the
County of Warren, Quentin James
Diggs, 32, of 105 Beeden Lane,
Front Royal, VA 22630, did unlawfully and feloniously Distribute a
Schedule II controlled substance,
to-wit: Cocaine, this being a second or subsequent offense.
Bryan Charles Duncan

No hospitality time or Sunday School

New cars- 125 S. Royal Ave
Used cars- 9 Commerce Ave
		
Front Royal, VA

Sherri Lynn Corathers

The Warren County, VA Circuit
Grand Jury charges that:

540-635-2153
540-635-2156
540-635-9242

www.JEChevy.com

ROCKLAND COMMUNITY CHURCH

2921 Rockland Rd., Front Royal

www.rockland.cc / 540.635.8312

EASTER SUNDAY SERVICES

6:30 – Sunrise Service
7:00 – Breakfast
10:00 – Sunday School
11:00 – Worship Service

TRY OUR NEW 3-PART WORSHIP SERVICE
BEGINNING APRIL 11, 2010

10:30-11:00 – Traditio
11:00-11:30 – Communio
11:30-12'ish – Innovo

Join us for the 30, 60, or 90
that work best for you!

For more info, please visit, click, or call!

COUNT 1:
On or about October 28, 2009, in the County of
Warren, Bryan Charles Duncan,
33, of 728 W 14th St., Front Royal,
VA 22630, did unlawfully and feloniously steal a firearm belonging to
John Richards.
COUNT 2: On or about October
28, 2009, in the County of Warren,
Bryan Charles Duncan did unlawfully and feloniously break and
enter or enter and conceal himself in the daytime, or enter with-

out breaking in the nighttime, the
dwelling of Johm Richards, with
the intent to commit larceny.
COUNT 3: On or about Wednesday, October 28, 2009, in the
County of Warren, Bryan Charles
Duncan did knowingly and intentionally possess or transport a pistol, revolver, or other firearm after
having previously been convicted
of a felony.
Crystal Lynn Duncan
The Warren County, VA Circuit
Grand Jury charges that on or
about October 17, 2009, in the
County of Warren, Crystal Lynn
Duncan, 25, of 13817 Old Indian
Head Rd., Brandywine, MD 20613,
did unlawfully and feloniously possess with the intent to distribute a
Schedule II controlled substance,
to-wit: Phencyclidine (PCP).
David Thomas Frazier
The Warren County, VA Circuit
Grand Jury charges that on or
about December 12, 2009, in the
County of Warren, David Thomas
Frazier, 27, of 4 Pine Ridge Dr.,
Front Royal, VA 22630, did unlawfully and feloniously possess a
Schedule I controlled substance,
to-wit: Heroin.
Phillip L. Garr
The Warren County, VA Circuit Grand Jury charges that on
or about October 4, 2009, in the
County of Warren, Phillip L. Garr,
51, of 5128 Oakpark Rd., Oakpark,
VA 22730, did unlawfully and feloniously sell a firearm to a person
he knew was prohibited from possessing a firearm.
Felicia Michele Merickel
The Warren County, VA Circuit
Grand Jury charges that on or
about December 23, 2009, in the

County of Warren, Felicia Michele
Merickel, 42, of 314 Amherst Dr.,
Front Royal, VA 22630, did unlawfully and feloniously, with the
intention of converting goods or
merchandise to her own use without having paid the full purchase
price thereof, willfully conceal the
goods or merchandise of Kmart,
having previously been convicted
of larceny or an offense deemed as
larceny two or more times.
Lucas Palma-Colorado
The Warren County, VA Circuit Grand Jury charges that on
or about March 17,2009, in the
County of Warren, Lucas PalmaColorado, 28, of 1024 Franklin St.,
Apt. B, Winchester, VA 22601, did
unlawfully and feloniously manufacture, sell, give, distribute or
possess with the intent to manufacture, sell, give, or distribute cocaine, a controlled substance listed
in Schedule II of the Drug Control
Act.
Christopher Bryan Parker
The Warren County, VA Circuit
Grand Jury charges that on or
about May 3, 2009, in the County
of Warren, Christopher Bryan
Parker, 36, of 852 Compton Hollow Rd., Rileyville, VA 22650, did
unlawfully and feloniously attempt
to rob Aflatom Kawasar, of U.S.
currency by attempting to place
him in fear of serious bodily harm.
Edward Lee Rosier
The Warren County, VA Circuit
Grand Jury charges that:
COUNT ONE: On or about January 1, 2009 through November
29, 2009, in the County of Warren
Edward Lee Rosier, 41, of Route 1,
Box 206 B, Keyser, WV 26726, did
unlawfully and feloniously sexually
abuse L.R., a child less than thir-

SANDBLASTING IN-HOUSE AND ON-SITE
We Provide a creative approach, exceptional service, and
ﬂexibility in options for the application of...
SANDBLASTING • POWDER COATING • CHEMICAL COATING

Services Include But Not Limited:

• Motorcycle, Automotive, and Off-Road Frames
• Lawn Furniture and Antique Restoration
• Metal Fencing, Gates and Railings
• Industrial Fabrication
• Welding Repair

Email: cre8ve@embarqmail.com

Creative Coatings Inc.
116 Success Rd.
Front Royal, VA 22630
Call Today (540) 636-7911
www.coatingsUSA.com
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teen years of age.
COUNT TWO: On or about January 1, 2009 through November 29,
2009, in the County of Warren
Edward Lee Rosier did unlawfully
and feloniously sexually abuse
L.R., a child less than thirteen
years of age.
COUNT THREE: On or about
January I, 2009 through November
29, 2009, in the County of Warren,
Edward Lee Rosier, being eighteen
years of age or older, did knowingly, feloniously and intentionally
with lascivious intent, take indecent liberties with L.R., his own
child under the age of fifteen years
by exposing his sexual or genital
parts to said child or by proposing
to said child that the child should
fondle his sexual or genital parts.
COUNT FOUR: On or about January 1, 2009 through November
29, 2009, in the County of Warren,
Edward Lee Rosier, being eighteen
years of age or older, did knowingly, feloniously and intentionally
with lascivious intent, take indecent liberties with E.R., his own
child under the age of fifteen years
by exposing his sexual or genital
parts to said child or by proposing
to said child that the child should
fondle his sexual or genital parts.
COUNT FIVE: On or about January 1, 2009 through November 29,
2009, in the County of Warren,
Edward Lee Rosier, being eighteen
years of age or older, did knowingly, feloniously and intentionally with lascivious intent, sexually

Springfield
Computers
• PC & Mac
• New & Used Sales
• In-Home Repairs
• In-Shop Repairs

abuse L.R., a child under the age of
eighteen years and to whom he was
not legally married, while maintaining a custodial or supervisory
relationship over such child.
COUNT SIX: On or about January I, 2009 through November 29,
2009, In the County of Warren,
Edward Lee Rosier, being eighteen
years of age or older, did knowingly, feloniously and intentionally with lascivious intent, sexually
abuse E.R., a child under the age of
eighteen years and to whom he was
not legally married, while maintaining a custodial or supervisory
relationship over such child.
David Allen Steele
The Warren County, VA Circuit
Grand Jury charges that on or about
January 10, 2010, in the County of
Warren, David Allen Steele, 39, of
494 Hamilton Circle, Front Royal,
VA 22630, did unlawfully and feloniously take, steal, and carry away
the goods and chattels belonging

to Martin’s, having a value of less
than $200.00, the accused having
twice or more before been convicted in the United States for an
offense deemed to be larceny.
Richard Leon Grayson Yates
The Warren County, VA Circuit
Grand Jury charges that:
COUNT 1:
On or about
September 27, 2009, in the County
of Warren, Richard Leon Grayson
Yates, 30, of 195 South Charles St.,
#5, Strasburg, VA 22657, did unlawfully and feloniously commit
an assault or an assault and battery
against Jason Poe, knowing or having reason to know that such person was a law enforcement officer
engaged in the performance of his
public duties.
COUNT 2:
On or about
September 27, 2009, in the County
of Warren, Richard Leon Grayson
Yates did unlawfully and feloniously commit an assault or an as-

Mountain
Fence
We Install Fences Year Round!
Call today
for a FREE
estimate in
Northern
VA or
Shenandoah
Valley

• Wood
• Vinyl
• Aluminum
• Chain Link

Indictments
sault and battery against Jeremy
Seal, knowing or having reason to
know that such person was a law
enforcement officer engaged in
the performance of his public duties.
COUNT 3:
On or about
September 27, 2009 in the County
of Warren, Richard Leon Grayson
Yates did unlawfully and feloniously, by threats of bodily harm or
force, knowingly attempt to intimidate or impede, a law enforcement
officer, judge, magistrate, witness,
or juror lawfully engaged in the
discharge of their duty relating to
a violation of or conspiracy to violate § 18.2-248 or § 18.2-248.1 (a)
(3), (b) or (c) or any violent felony
offense listed in subsection C of §
17.1-805.
COUNT 4;
On or about
Sunday, September 27, 2009, in
the County of Warren, Richard
Leon Grayson Yates did unlawfully and feloniously possess with the
intent to distribute, a controlled
substance listed in Schedule I or
II of the Drug Control Act, having previously been convicted of a
like offense on one or more occassions.

Call: 540-635-9981 or
703-606-5327

540-622-8055

SpringfieldComputers.com

EXCELLENT SCENIC SPRING & SUMMER RIDES

Front Royal Warren County Airport

Cass Aviation

(540) 635-3570 • WARREN COUNTY AIRPORT/FRONT ROYAL

Daily Menu
Wed. to Sun.

11 -9

Tastings
Fri. - Sun.
2:00 - 4:00

124 E Main Street
Front Royal, VA

540-635-2812

www.vinoeformaggio.com

Open: Mon. - Fri.
7am - 7pm
Sat. 9am - 6pm
Closed Sunday

$

TARGET SHOPPING CENTER,
FRONT ROYAL

2

540-635-9960

50

on 3 or more Items

Any Size Comforter
$20.00
$30.00

Pre-Payment Required

QUALITY!

“ONE PRICE CLEANERS”
Organic/Healthy
Shirts - $1.25 -- 2 or more
Household Items Excluded

Mens Dress Shirts

$1

2 or more w / coupon

Alive and Kickin’
All Kinds of Guitar Lessons!!

•Also Bass Guitar, Mandolin, & Banjo lessons•
Also carry: Strings ~Picks ~ Music Stands ~ Books ~ Select Instruments

CFI
WANTED

Airplane Rides Year

Around For 20 Minute Scenic Flights $55Per Person
GIFT CERTIFICATE AVAILABLE, Intro Flight Training$99,
See Gliders every weekend!

• Group Discount • Flight Training
• Aircraft Rentals • Photo Flights

One Glass
at a Time.

Crooked Run Cleaners

Any Size Down Comforter

510 N. Royal Ave. • Front Royal

Bringing the World to You

• Glider Club
• Charter Flights • New Hangers
• Tie Down Avail. • Gift Certificates • New Taxiway

Mr. D’s Beginner Book & Mr. D’s Blues Book
(Best deal in Front Royal)
also available at Royal Oak Book Store
•Acoustic Shop Jam ~ Thursdays 8 til 10pm•
11 W. Prospect St. Front Royal
www.guitararama.com
Bill Dykes
Shop -540-631-4188
Owner
Cell -703-536-6929
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Reliance Woods
Choice home sites
available at drastic price
reductions to savvy
buyers who act quickly.
Build now or later using
our suggested builders
or yours. All lots have
approved perc sites and
are ready to go.

Connie Smallwood
www.reliancewoods.com • 540.551.2162

Haircuts $9.99

Blue Ridge Barber Shop
Royal Plaza Shopping Center
Credits Cards Accepted / Gift Cards Available

Open 7 Days A Week

415 - B - South St. Front Royal, VA

540-635-9552

cars: $10 entry fee upon arrival.
For more info e-mail kidcarrie@
yahoo.com. All proceeds and donations benefit Cub Scout Pack
112, Front Royal, VA.

Public! Vendors WANTED-call
Alicia @ 540-622-0250.

Blue Ridge Singers Auditions

Friday, April 16, 2007           8:00
a.m. to 4 p.m. We need you!!!!
Nearly 20 local families will
benefit from this day-long event
which is totally accomplished by
volunteers like you!
Friday, April 16th, 2010, United
Way volunteers from all walks of
life will join together to spend the
day working to clean, maintain,
build, repair, beautify and otherwise help a dozen local families
with needed improvement projects
How you can help:
Join a team or come alone and
we will put you on a team.
Bring your own team!!
Provide your volunteer time…

Auditions for the Blue Ridge
Singers, a community choir for
adults and select high school
students is holding auditions between now and Saturday, April
10th. Please call to schedule an
audition date. Auditions will be
held in the Skyline High School
choral room. Come prepared to
sing “My Country ‘Tis of Thee”.
To schedule an audition or for
more information, contact Beth
Whitney at (540) 660-9062 or
bwhitney@wcps.k12.va.us.
Arts & Crafts
Join Linden Volunteer Fire Department & Crafters on May 8th,
9 am-4 pm at 4561 John Marshall
Hwy, Linden VA for Handmade
Arts & Crafts. Tons to see and
maybe find Mom a unique gift
for Mother’s Day! FREE to the

It’s the DAY OF CARING once
again

whether for the day or just an
hour or so….
If you or a friend has a pickup
truck, please drive it that day.
Your Participant Waiver is attached. Please return it as soon
as possible.
Lee Smith-Osina, Executive
Director or Pat Taylor, Administrative Coordinator
United Way of Front Royal/
Warren County 540-635-3636
info@frontroyalunitedway.org
Start Recyling This Earth
Day And Save A Life In The
Process
Thursday, April 22 marks the
40th anniversary of the holiday
created to encourage the earth’s
citizens to take care of the environment and Beth Medved
Continued pg 32

THE APPLE HOUSE
OF LINDEN, VA
SINCE 1963

NEW Friday Night Fish Fry!
All you can eat fish with side dishes
Only $9.99!
After the delicious dinner try a sundae at the
Ice Cream Stand!
Great and affordable for families!

540-636-6329 • www.theapplehouse.net
4675 John Marshall Hwy
EXIT 13 OFF I-66• 7 Days a Week
APPLEHOUSECATERING@HOTMAIL.COM

iF you need to hAve your cAr repAired,
you Will

WAnt

these guys to do the pAinting!

We Work With All insurAnce compAnies

mondAy - FridAy 8 Am - 5 pm

540-636-3188

706 n. royAl Avenue, Front royAl, vA
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Pam’s European
Now Offering: Skin Care

Pamela Brown
* Ultra Light Therapy
Liscensed Esthetician
Basic
21
step
facial
*
* Mini Facials
Exclusively offered in the area:
* Ultra High Facial Lift
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One Stop Technology Shop
• Professional, Certified Technicians for
in-house or onsite service and repair
• Supplies, Great hours and LOW prices
• We service MANY area businesses -

			

Why not yours!

203 E. Main St.

(known as non-surgical face lift)

540.683.1675 * Hours Monday - Saturday
135B N. Royal Ave. Front Royal, VA

Who Says Homes
Aren’t Selling?
Ken Evans

540-683-9680
kenevans@mris.com

Sharon Cales

540-683-1370
sharoncales@earthlink.net

ValleyVibez.com
Shenandoah Valley’s Largest
Selection of Adult Toys,
Games, Gifts and Novelties!
Leather to Lace and Everything in Between!

Are you ready for
warmer weather?

Now offering all types of skin facial peels Call
540-683-1675 for a Free Consultation and see
what kind of package deal you can get

* Your next facial is FREE with every referral! *

635-7064

www.royaloakcomputers.com

Love, Live, Look, Laugh - Locally

JOIN THE
BEACH PARTY!
Saturday April 10th
Group Exercise Classes

Guests will be entered
into a drawing to win a

BODYPUMP (new release) - 9:30am
TASTER CLASS (new release) - 10:45am

FREE
FREE 11 MONTH
MONTH
MEMBERSHIP*
MEMBERSHIP*

Call the gym for additional information and to
reserve your spot in BodyPump.

Plus, sample our brand
new fruit smoothies!

(Includes a ‘taste’ of BodyStep, BodyCombat,
BodyJam, BodyVive & BodyFlow)

540-636-3400

485 South Street • Front Royal

*Guests must be local residents ,18 years of age or older.

January 2010 stats. 35 sales in Warren County
February 2010 stats. 26 sales in Warren County average SOLD price $174,500
Please attend our “Local Real Estate Market
Update” seminar.
March 27 at 10 am. at the Weichert Realtors office 824 John Marshall Hwy., Front Royal
please RSVP 540-683-1370

Angel’s Korner

Day Care and Learning Center
We Would Like To Thank All Our Past And Present Staff,
Parents and Children for the Success of our 20 YEARS!

Weichert Realtors
824 John Marshall Hwy
Front Royal, VA 22630
Lis. in Virginia & West Virginia, USA
540-683-9680 Direct • 540-683-1370 Mobile
See all the homes listed for sale in our area at:
www.WarrenHomes.info

It’s the best home BUYERS market in decades. Let us show you how to
get the best deal on the market & Oh, by the
way, who do you know that may need help with
buying or selling a home? Please send us their
names and numbers so we can help them too.

Christina

We are enrolling Infants
to 2 1/2 year olds

Also Enrolling 2-4yr olds at our
Braxton Rd. location and 5-12yr olds
at our Commerce Ave. location

Call (540) 635-9787
)LUVW$LG&35FHUWLÀHG6WDWH/LFHQFHG'HYHORSPHQWDO
&XUULFXOXP0$7&HUWLÀHG
0HGLFDWLRQ$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ7UDLQHG

known as “Teenie” to the children
Celebrates 20 Years of Service

-THANK YOU!-

23(1$030

“Love Grows Here”

Established in Childcare Since 1989
Serving our Community for over 20 years.
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Community

Official Groundbreaking for Bunky’s new home
On Sunday, March 28, friends
and family gathered with former U.S. Army Sgt. Arthur
“Bunky” Woods, for the official
ground breaking in the Eagles
Landing Subdivision in Browntown for a custom-fitted home
to be constructed through the
combined efforts of Homes for
Our Troops and local builders.
Involved builder Martha
Buracker explained the event
marked taking the house from
the foundation stage to under roof with shingles, siding,
doors, all to be accomplished
within three days.
Among those present in the
accompanying photograph are,
front row, Elvis, Heather and
Reagan Tweedie (Bunky’s sister
and niece and nephew). Middle row from left, Connie and

Bunky Woods, Martha Buracker (Buracker Construction),
South River District Supervisor
Linda Glavis, Warren County
Administrator Doug Stanley
and Kathy Pritchard-Build Brigade Food Coordinator. Back
row, Burt Shaffer, Mrs. Shaffer, Dick Shaffer, Terry Bolyard,
all from Shirley Contracting
(Excavating Contractor), Dave
Buracker (Buracker Construction), Dale and Joanne Ballengee (Bunky’s aunt and uncle),
Luke Cornwell (Buracker Construction), Charlie, Daniel and
Sam Blankenship (Bunky’s uncle and cousins).
Thanks to all those involved
for their support on this great
project for a great guy and a
model of citizenship for us all.

Engle’s Angle: Death and Taxes
Main Street • Front Royal, VA

Showtimes: 622-9997

www.royal-cinemas.com
* Birthday Parties! *

Now
Showing
“How To
Train Your
Dragon”

Now
Showing
“Clash Of
The Titans”

Coming
Soon
“Date Night”

By Kevin S. Engle
Warren County Report
You’re probably familiar with the famous line
“Taxes, oh taxes, how I love thee. Let me itemize
the 1040 ways.” Ok, maybe not those exact words,
but something close to them. I certainly love taxes.
Don’t you?
It’s bad enough that we have to pay them each
year, but for most people, we also have to dish out
more money to get them done, either from the software we buy or the accountant we take them to. It’s
like getting slapped in the face. Twice.
If you’re brave enough to try them yourself, using
only the paper forms and instructions, make sure
to have a good dictionary and GPS nearby. You’ll
need them to navigate through the murky mess.
For example, who do these people think they are,
calling it “adjusted gross income”? Sure, I’d like to
make more money, but there’s nothing gross about
my income, thank you very much. My mother always said if you can’t say something nice, zip it.
That’s exactly what the people at the IRS need to
do.
And what about the folks who designed the Virginia tax return? They obviously have warped and dirty
minds. They want to know about my VAGI and my
wife’s VAGI. Come on, how did that get in there?
The IRSers must like deception and deceit. If you
actually read what the instructions say, and not just
fill in the numbers, you’ll need that GPS to get you
back on track. For instance,
35. Enter the number from line 34 here.
36. If the square root of the number on line 35 is
greater than the number of deductions and exemptions you claimed five years ago, divide by 17.2.
Otherwise, go back to line 1 and start over.

37. Confused? That’s what we were hoping for. If
you’re still following along, you have earned a $500
credit to be used ten years from now. Good luck
with that.
I keep detailed records throughout the year, but
come tax time, it’s almost a guarantee that I’m still
missing some important piece of information I need.
That’s when I have to root through papers and folders like a pesky squirrel digging in my wife’s flower
pots. It gets dirty.
And if doing my own taxes weren’t enough, I get
twice the fun because I handle my dad’s as well. I
guess my big brother was right. He is the favorite.
Damn!
Ok, you finish your taxes. Life is good. You file
your taxes. Life is very good. And the next day, you
find a revised interest statement in the mail. Guess
what? Life ain’t so good any more. Now you get the
added pleasure of filing an amended return. It’s like
having a tooth pulled one day and a root canal the
next. $^%&%$#$.
Come April 16, you can breathe a sigh of relief.
That is, unless you have that nagging feeling you
forgot to include something in your return. Or that
an auditor is about to knock on your door. And if so,
you know where you’re headed? Do federal prisoners have to file tax returns? I hope not. The food
and accommodations are bad enough.
In Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar, “beware the ides
of March” meant bad things for the lead character,
like his impending death. I say “beware the ides of
April”. The ides of March and the ides of April. In
other words, death and taxes.
At least one good thing happened on April 15. The
author and his wife were married that day. Happy
Anniversary Judy.
kevinengle456@comcast.net

We
Mow
Lawns

Low
Prices
Call Gary

540-683-6811

We haul
scrap
metal for
free!
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Family Owned
& Operated
Since 1995

Creative Touch

“Quality
Work, at a
price you can
afford!”

Paint & Drywall
Free Estimates!
Licensed/Insured • References • Interior/Exterior
Commercial • Industrial • Residential
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Enjoy the Benefits of Working with a
Local Mortgage Company

McCoy’s
Cookie
Jars FOR SALE!
540-683-9197

• 100% financing Available
• Government Approved Lender

Your Hometown Lender

540-660-1333 • 540-635-1457

www.hometownlender.net
sspiewak@hometownlender.net
Royal Plaza Shopping Center

Licensed by the Virginia State
Corporation Commission, MC-3749

Rich & Sally
Spiewak

• Custom Colors
• Staining
• Wallpaper
Removal
• Drywall
Installation and
Repair
• Pressure
Washing
Call Jason at (540) 743-1258 or (540) 539-1251

“Back to 1985” price specials

April
Specials

Fried Sweet Potato Waffle Fries ~ $2.75
Taco Salad ~ $3.95
Shrimp on the Barbie ~ $8.95

Karaoke ~ Mondays
and Saturdays
540-551-9953

101 West 14th street, Front Royal, VA

“Serving The Valley with High-tech
Dentistry and Old-fashioned Service”

Thomas Family Dentistry, PC
General Dentistry

239 C. South Street
Front Royal, VA 22630

Come See Our
New Office
Beside Denny’s

Phone: 540-635-6900 • Fax: 540-635-1900
twofatbutchers.com

1

$

00

off

your order
with coupon
One coupon per visit
Expires 4/15/10

Rt. 11 North, Strasburg

Dr. Stephen J. Thomas DDS
Dr. Kenneth J. Thomas DDS
NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!

All Phases of Dentistry Including:
• Cleanings And Exams • Invisalign
• Orthodontics • Extractions
• Partials And Dentures • Implants

Patient Friendly Payment
Plans Available

HOURS:
Monday through Thursday
7am - 5pm

See Our Website for
Monthly Promotions

540-465-3980

33820 Old Valley Pike (Rt. 11) • Strasburg, VA 22657

www.thomasfamilydentistry.com
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The news
Waller of Weichert Realtors, invites the community to celebrate
the day with her by recycling
life. The holiday marks the 5th
annual blood drive sponsored
by Waller in memory of her
grandfather’s release from German POW Camp April 29, 1946.
John Affleck, who passed away in
1993, was a long-time Red Cross
supporter in Warren County and
credits American Red Cross care

Specializing in
Older Homes
and

packages, especially the vitamins
they contained, for his survival
while a prisoner of war. “My first
memory of the Red Cross is attending blood drives with my
Granddad as a child. He was
an avid blood donor and I feel
blessed to be able to carry on
his support of the organization
through sponsoring blood drives
and serving on the Disaster Action Team. Though the local Red

CCR

Kitchens

Marine Corp Veteran

my family on Earth Day and getting a sticker saying “stop billboard blight” and I didn’t know
what that meant. As an adult
so many years later, I’m happy
that our wonderful county isn’t
fraught with billboard after billboard and that our leaders have
done so much to take care of our
community. I’m also proud that
my child-like view of a Front
Royal/Warren County filled with

All lines of insurance:
Licensed
and
Insured
Free Estimates!

Crow County Restorations

Robb Crow
Owner

Cross office has closed and there’s
turmoil at the Top of Virginia
Chapter, we can still support
the mission locally by donating
blood and responding to families facing disaster,” said Waller.
Each year, in April, she chooses
a theme for the blood drive and
this year’s theme “Recycle Life”
is fitting due to the drive falling
on Earth Day. “I remember as a
child visiting a crowded DC with

B) 540-636-4692
C) 540-671-3465

Auto  Health
 Business
 Life
 Home



Insure with us
with confidence!
11 Water Street · Front Royal, VA

(540) 635-8401
(Expires 4/30/2010)

good, caring people remains as
intact as it was that day long ago.
I’m reminded every time I see
someone roll up their sleeves to
donate blood to help a stranger,
what good-hearted folks we have
as friends and neighbors here
in Warren County,” Waller professed.
Anyone can go online to www.
redcrossblood.org to schedule an
appointment for any of the local
drives or they call 1-800-give life.
Of course, appointments aren’t
required and donors can just
walk-in on the day of the drive
as well. The entire process from
registration to canteen takes approximately one hour. It’s important to remember that you should
be in generally good health on
the day of the donation and have
eaten something prior to donating. Donors can donate blood
every 56 days and the fluid lost
by donating is replaced within 24
hours. One donation, one pint
of blood, can save up to 3 lives
by being separated into various
components to help accident victims to cancer patients. “People
can recycle life all year, not just
on Earth Day, but it’s a good day
to start,” Waller invites.
New look for Lantz
Lantz Construction Company
of Winchester, Inc. has updated
its corporate look. The successful
commercial construction company, long recognized in the valley as “Lantz”, is in the midst of

Lucky Star

Front Royal’s

FAVORITE
MUSIC VENUE

Monday Night

241 Chester St., Front Royal

Apr 2 - Mark & Tim

Lounge

Apr 3 - John Landes
		

Band

Apr 5 - Ralph Fortune
Open
Monday
through
Saturday

at 11 AM
Lunch and Dinner Specials
and Live Entertainment

Patio Dining

Trivia NighT at 8pm

Check out our Patio Special
on TACO TUESDAYS

Apr 6 - Tim Walls
Apr 7 - Mark T
Apr 8 - John Landes
Apr 9 - No Drama
Apr 10 - Shotgun
		

Shiver

Join us every
THURSDAY for
CRABCAKES!

205A East Main Street, Front Royal
540-635-5297
Visit us online at www.zen2go.net
or www.myspace.com/luckystarlounge

631-3454

Spring Festival Specials
Lunch Box - $7.95
Dinner Box - $9.95
Mon. - Fri. - Happy Hour 4 - 6 pm $1 Sushi
(each order $2 for 2 pc.)

Sunday - April 18, 12:00 - 2:00 Sushi Class $30 per person
Sunday - April 25, 6:00 - 10:00pm All you can Eat
Sushi & Roll Festival ~ $25 per person
Sunday Lunch specials - Kids eat free-w/paying adult
Saturday Lunch speicals - $1 Sushi Special

Open Mon.- Sun. 11am to 10pm
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re-lettering its trucks and signs to
reflect the new logo: LCW (Lantz
Construction Winchester).

Company President Max Clatterbuck stated, “After 25 plus

years in business, we feel it is
time to update and refresh our
look. While many construction
companies are experiencing financial difficulties, we want to
deliver the message that LCW
is strong and still building. We
believe that the bold look and
feel of the new logo reflects that
strength. While many compa-

Beth Medved
Waller, Inc
540-671-6145
bethwaller@mris.com

Top Producer, 2010
#1 in Sales
#1 in Listings Sold
RECYCLE LIFE on Earth Day at
my 5th Annual April Blood Drive:
Front Royal United Methodist
Church (1 W. Main Street)
April 22 from 1p-7p

DON’T LET THIS MARKET PASS YOU BUY!
Please take a moment to Text “HAITI” to 90999 for a $10 donation
to be given automatically to the American Red Cross

nies are dissolving or shrinking,
this is an excellent opportunity
for us to continue to grow and
expand. We will always be Lantz

NEW...ZUMBA!
NEW...CYCLING CLASSES!
GREAT SPECIALS...CALL TODAY!!

(540) 636-2820

The company is planning a
year-long marketing campaign
to promote its new look.

REDBUD FESTIVAL

Come enjoy the day at the 8th
Annual Redbud Festival in scenic
downtown Browntown. This annual
HYHQWEHQH¿WVWKH
Browntown Community Center
(Old Browntown Schoolhouse).
Tour the homes, bid at the
Silent Auction, buy a Handmade
Craft, buy some plants, watch the
ducks race and enjoy the
wonderful food.

A great time for all!!

Photo Contest

9816 Winchester Road • Front Royal

Heated Pool! Activities for All Ages!
FREE Child Care! Buddy plan!

Construction Company of Winchester, but we want people to
recognize us by our new logo,
LCW.”

Browntown’s 8th annual

Dominion Health and Fitness

Stressed Out? Energize your life this Spring at
Dominion Health and Fitness

The news

Vote for your favorite
“Browntown Veiws”
Photo. Winner
receives $100 and the
cover of the Browntown
Calendar. Entry deadline
April 1st. For
information and
calendar reservations
call:
Joanne Cherefko
jfcz@comcast.net
540-622-6304



Warren County
Humane Society
Booth w/pets available for
adoption. Must come to
shelter to adopt.

Saturday, April 17th
9a.m. - 4p.m.

HIGHLIGHTS

- Home Tours
- Gooney Creek Duck race-12pm
- Flower and Plant sale
- Silent Auction
- Craft Sales and Demonstrations
- Antiques and Collectibles Sale
- Farm Animal Petting Zoo
- Bake Sale
- 1st Annual Car show
Sponsored by Jack Evans Chevolet
- Full Kitchen Menu!
- Photo Contest
- Amazing Grace the mule-1 p.m.
- Browntown Museum Open
- Bluegrass Jam from 11a.m-3 p.m.
If you would like to participate,
just show up!
Applications for Car Show Entry, Craft or
Antique Vendors please
contact Martha Buracke

Browntown Community Center Association
96 Browntown Rd.
Browntown, VA 22610
www.browntowncommunity.com

From Front Royal take Rt. 340 South. Go ½ mile and turn left at light onto Browntown Road. Go 8 miles to Browntown and the Community Center is on your left.

Special Browntown Redbud Fesitval postage CANCELLATION by the
U.S. Postal Service! Special Browntown Postcards for Sale!

Gooney Creek
Duck Race!!

12 Noon Race Time
$5 per ticket
Tickets Available at:

O.J. Rudacille General Store 636-2149
Buracker Construction 636-1879
and Browntown Community Center on
the day of the festival.

Steve Foster & Amazing Grace!
1 pm

See Grace the Mule perform
some of her famous tricks!!
From the Today show fame to
starring with Robert Duvall
in the movie “Get Low”. A
Shenandoah Valley Original

Contact
Martha Buracker
Phone: 540-636-1879
E-mail: buracker@comcast.net
Jackie Hodgkiss
Phone: 540-636-3588
E-mail: 1015jkh@shentel.net
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Stephen’s City girl dies trying to cross low-water bridge
Swollen river at Morgan’s Ford Bridge claims another victim

First emergency services units
dispatched at 9:20 were from
Front Royal Company One and
North Warren Company 10, and
included Swiftwater Rescue Boat
6. The call for a second boat to
the scene was made at 9:41 p.m.
Trooper Andrea Seal of the
state police Kernstown office is
investigating the fatal incident.
Replacement coming

Looking north, the whitewater indicates where the Morgan’s Ford low-water bridge is. Where the water is
smooth is where the submerged road on the south side of the bridge begins. These pictures were taken late
in the morning of March 31, about 14 hours after the fatal incident that took the life of Jessica Lynn Barr.

By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
A 21-year-old Stephen’s City
girl is dead after attempting to
drive across the Morgan’s Ford
low-water bridge in northern
Warren County the evening of
March 30.
Sgt. F.L. Tyler of the Virginia
State Police said an emergency
911 call was received at 9:17
p.m. reporting a vehicle being
swept off the bridge. Tyler said
he believed the call was from the
victim, Jessica Lynn Barr, by cell
phone. That fact was verified by
Warren County Emergency Services Chief Richard Mabie in a
press release the following day.

Tyler said Barr was traveling southbound from the area
of Fairgrounds Road in Warren
County in a 2006 Chrysler Sebring registered to another female of unknown relationship to
the victim.
Units from Warren County Fire
& Rescue, the Warren County
Sheriff ’s Office and the Virginia
State Police responded. First
units were dispatched by 9:20
p.m. and on the scene by 9:29
p.m. according to a timeline released by Warren County Emergency Services.
When rescuers arrived there
appeared to be about 2-feet of
water over the bridge, according
to Tyler. Fire & rescue launched

two boats and located Barr’s vehicle about 75 feet downstream
from the bridge lodged against
a tree, likely on the Shenandoah
River’s north bank. Only the rear
end of the vehicle was partially
visible, Tyler said.
According the emergency services press release rescue personnel made contact with the
vehicle at 9:50 p.m., broke out
the rear window and removed
Barr, who was not breathing and
did not have a pulse. Barr was
transferred to EMS personnel on
shore, who immediately began
CPR at 9:55 p.m. Advanced life
support treatment was provided
on scene for approximately 45
minutes, until victim was trans-

ported to Warren Memorial Hospital where she was pronounced
dead at 10:54 p.m. There were no
injuries to fire and rescue personnel.

Shenandoah District Supervisor Richard Traczyk, in whose
district the bridge lies, bemoaned
the tragedy. He said he is working with VDOT to place safety
gates at both ends of the bridge
to prevent people from attempting to cross in such dangerous
high water conditions.
VDOT plans to replace the
bridge with a higher structure
within about two years as Right
of Way acquisition and funding
issues are resolved. Traczyk said
the half-mile long structure will
cost $5.9 million to build, with
another $1.4 million in ROW acquisition and engineering costs.
As of now the local funding is
in place, Traczyk said, with state
and federal grant applications in
process. The federal government
will pay the major portion of
project costs, he added.
“I feel I must ask VDOT to install safety gates on both sides of
the bridge during flood situations
like we have had this spring. People just do not realize the power
the water. And if they need to
be rescued they put our rescue
teams in jeopardy as well,” Traczyk said the day after the most
recent fatality.

Warren County Report
Alison Duvall
Sales Representative
Cell: (540) 551-2072

alisond@warrencountyreport.com
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Ask Stewart
Dear Stewart;
I notice increasing interest in native
trees and other plants. What exactly
is a native tree? Does it refer to a tree
being “born” in the USA , or Virginia
? Can a tree imported from another
part of the world become a native-like people--through subsequent generations? Why is there concern for native trees and other plants?
Ed, a new Tree Steward
Dear Ed,

Ask
Stewart

That’s a great question! Trees or
plants are considered “native” if they
are naturalized to a given area in geological time. Geological time is a very
long period, unlike “people time”.
These plants have developed or occurred naturally in a particular area
or region. A very interesting thing is
that these native plants work cooperatively, sometimes with other species,

to form a very successful ecosystem or
plant community. An example of this
is where plants rely on wildlife to assist
in the pollination process.
Examples of native Virginia trees
include Virginia Pine, the Hickories
and other various nut trees, several
varieties of Oaks, and of course, the
Flowering Dogwood. Note, I did not
mention the Kousa Dogwood, which
is an introduced tree.
Introduced trees are brought into
this region, sometimes on purpose,
such as a way to embellish one’s landscaping with a new type of tree from
another area. Sometimes it is accidental, where seeds of a plant are carried
in on a vehicle or boat from overseas.
For the most part, these introduced
trees adapt to the environment and
coexist with the native plants. However, some become invasive, causing
serious damage to local ecosystems.

These invasives do so well in their
new environment that they end up
crowding out the natives ant totally
take over. Examples of well-known
invasives in Virginia are the Ailanthus
or Tree of Heaven, Mimosa, and Royal
Paulownia. Actually, the Norway Maple is classified as an invasive, as well.
Some good examples of the above
invasives can be seen along our own
Happy Creek in Front Royal. There
are so many Ailanthus trees that you
cannot see some of the more natural
trees along the stream bank.
There are many resources that list
the recommended native species to
help you in your landscaping plans,
including the Virginia Dept of Forestry. You can also check with your local
Tree Steward members for additional
help. Have a great Spring!
Stewart

Humane Society of Warren County

The Front Royal/Warren County
Tree Steward program has been in existence since 1997. With 24 certified
tree stewards and 7new interns, they
are volunteers dedicated to improving the health of trees by providing
educational programs, tree planting
and care demonstrations, and tree
maintenance assistance throughout
the community. Through classroom
training and hands-on practice, Tree
Stewards learn the basics of tree biology and physiology, tree identification,
planting, and maintenance techniques.
Tree Stewards make a commitment to
improving and protecting their community forest. Each month Steward
will answer a question from our readers. If you have a questions regarding
tree planting, care or maintenance,
please forward it to “Stewart” in care
of frwctreestewards@comcast.net and
we may publish it in a future issue.

Monday thru Sunday 10 am to 4 pm- Closed Wednesdays • 1245 Progress Drive, Front Royal, VA • 540-635-4734 • humanesocietywc@gmail.com

Please ask about our low cost spay and neuter program. Please be sure your pets at home are spayed/neutered
and up to date on vaccinations. Check out our other adoptable pets on

www.warrenco.petfinder.com

540 635-4734

Chelsea is a female Yellow Lab.
She is 1-2 years old and loves
to play frisbee!

Miss Piggy is a female Staffordshire Bull Terrier. She is
1-2 years old and knows how
to sit.

Chubbs is a male Black Lab
mix. He is 7 months old and
loves to play.

Chelsea’s ad sponsored by:

Miss Piggy’s ad sponsored by:

Chubbs ad sponsored by:

Martins Foods
409 South St.
Front Royal
540-635-2249

Wanda Snead
Property Management
Serving the area for 16 years
Sam Snead Realty
540-635-9753
SamSneadRealty.com

Little Red Dog
Pet Services

Andrea Coats
Certified Dog Trainer
540-551-0994

Lulu is a female Jack Russel/
Chihuahua mix. She is 2 years
old and VERY cute!

Lulu’s ad sponsored by:

All Creatures
Pet Care
24/7

636-3456

petsit4u@shentel.net

If you are interested in adopting one of our dogs, the adoption fee is $145 and includes the spay/neuter, vaccinations, microchip, flea/tick treatment and deworming. Thank you for your support of the
Humane Society. With your help we have been able to place thousands of animals in good homes. Contact Alison @ 540-551-2072 if you would like to become a pet sponsor too!
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A Gift to Your Loved One
SECURITY, COMFORT & CARE

The Boyles Family has given this to their mother.

I-66 & Rt 522
North of
Front Royal

The Family Agrees...
The first time we walked into Hidden Springs was such a positive experience for all of us! We were greeted with
a warm hello and smile by the owners Vicki and Daryl Davidson and their professional staff who genuinely
enjoy what they do. When we left, they made us feel as if we had spent the afternoon with “family.” Hidden
Springs is a beautiful, small community setting with all the comforts and warmth of home which afford an enjoyable lifestyle with peace of mind for our family. The staff has been most respectful, caring and friendly which
are qualities you would expect from professinals. Hidden Springs is nestled atop a gorgeous mountain setting
with spectacular views, but this retirement community offers so much more than the beauty of the Shenandoah
Valley. They offer a safe, carefree, fun lifestyle with the oppurtunity to make new friends that quickly become
family. This community is designed with the needs of the residents in mind and the professional staff is commited daily to maintain an enhanced quiality of life for the residents while remaining independent. Hidden
Springs is our “second family” and we are so blessed to be a part of this community!
Elna Boyles, long-time resident of Front Royal,

Elna
long-time
resident
has inBoyles,
turn given her
children peace
of mind
for her well-being
her coming
years!
of Front
Royal, inhas
in turn
given
her children peace of mind for her
well-being in her coming years!

Call today to schedule your personal tour!

(540) 636-2008

8 miles south of Front Royal off
scenic 340
973 Buck Mt. Rd., Bentonville, Va.

540.636.2901

Great Deals at
www.shenandoahford.com

2008 TOYOTA COROLLA S

2008 FORD FUSION SE

33K, AUTO, MOONROOF, CRUISE

27K, AUTO, 4 CYL, PW, PL, CRUISE
#3004A

WAS $16,995

#1009A

WAS $15,995

NOW $13,725

NOW $14,767

Call today to schedule your personal tour!

Royal Family
(540) 636-2008

8 miles south of the Skyline Drive entrance
973 Buck Mt. Rd., Bentonville, Va.
www.hiddenspringsseniorliving.com

The World’s Largest Circus Under the Big Top!

Bowling Center
Behind Gateway Plaze
Rt. 522 So., Front Royal
540-636-3113
$2.00 game Monday

Come out & play in the dark
Friday & Saturday 11pm-1am

Bowl & Lunch Special
11am - 3pm Monday-Friday
F R E E Shoe Rental
Bowl 2 Games • Choice of
Lunch Combo Meal
All for

$9.49 per person

We are now a
nonsmoking facility with a
smoking lounge

!
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Fill Out This Crossword Correctly
and You Could Win 2 FREE Tickets
To See The Circus!
When You’re Done, Cut This
Out and Turn It Into:
Warren County Sheriff’s Office
23 E. Jackson St. Front Royal VA
Between the hours of
9 am and 5 pm
Monday - Friday

Name:
Address:

RENT-A-LANE $10

Telephone:
per
person

Sat & Sun ONLY 12 noon-2pm
2 HOURS UNLIMITED Bowling
Up to 8 people per lane

Contest ends 4/21/10

Show Times

Apple Blossom Mall
Birthday
Parties!

Corporate
Outings!

royalfamilybowl.com

Fri.
Apr.

30

4:30 pm
8:00 pm

Sat.
May

1

10:00 am
5:00 pm
8:00 pm

Sun.
May

2

1:30 pm
4:30 pm

GOTOTHECIRCUS.COM
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65 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

65 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

THE ONLY FULL-LINE CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP DEALERSHIP
SERVICING WARREN CO. FREDERICK CO. & THE WINCHESTER AREA

15% OFF

25.00

OFF Any Fluid
Flush Service

All Major
Service

Some Models Slightly Higher

30K/60K/90K/120K Miles Service

See Advisor for Details

Not to exceed $100

Rental
Car
DETAIL SPECIAL
Reg.
$149.99
Deal!
$
Expires April 30, 2010

Expires April 30, 2010

WENitro-Fill
SERVICE
SPECIAL
ALL MAKES
$
39.95
AND
MODELS!

+ Tax

Fill All Tires with Nitrogen, Includes
12 mos. Road Side Assistance, Road
Hazard
Protection,
FreeAdvisor
Pressure
(See
Service
Checks, Tire Replacement & Much
for
details)
More. Helps
Increase
Fuel Economy,
Extend Tire Life, Improves Handling,
Reduces Pressure Fluctuations
Expires April 30, 2010

Alignment
Alignment
Special
$ Special
59.95
$
59.95

Rent
3 Days
99.95
Get 1 Day FREE

+ Tax

• Hand Wash & Wax Exterior
• Vacuum & Shampoo Interior
• Clean & Protect Leather
(IfSee
equipped)
Kay Marble for Details
• Clean
Engine
• Clean
Expires
December
31,Trunk
2009
• Treat All Exterior Trim

39.95
12 09
$

89.95

•
•
•
•

+ Tax

Some Models Slightly Higher

Expires April 30, 2010

Expires April 30, 2010

ROTATE &
BALANCE &
4 WHEEL
BatteryCHECK
test &
BRAKE

Free

FREE
WASH
DON’TCAR
FORGET
VA
State
WITH
SCHEDULED

Charging
39.95
System

Inspections
For
FACTORY
December Are Due

$

SERVICE

15% OFF
Expires April 30, 2010

Expires December 31, 2009

Expires April 30, 2010

Expires April 30, 2010

FREE

SERVICE MANAGER

Battery
Charging
Saturday
To
Serve
You
System
Check

All Major
Open All Day
Service
8am

30K/60K/90K/120K Miles Service
For Tickets Over $350.

Expires December 31, 2009
+ Tax

•
•
•
•

and

Stop By Our Service Manager’sInspection
Office And Receive
Expires December 31, 2009

Expires December 31, 2009

Another Coupon For A Lube, Oil & Filter Change,
FREE At Your Next Service Visit!

Some Slightly Higher
Expires April 30, 2010

SPECIAL
15% DISCOUNT 2008DETAIL
Dodge
+ Tax

47,590
Milesand Shampoo Interior
• Vacuum
• Clean & Protect Leather
#A738A
(if equipped)
MOST CARS

VANS

$10,990.56

2005 Dodge
Durango SLT
56,708 Miles
#10WR126A

WAS $14,995
2007 Honda Civic CpeNOW
LX ONLY

Manual, Black, 4 Cyl., 35,826 Miles,
Stock #U709B Sale Price $15,697

$13,995.00

TRUCKS SLIGHTLY HIGHER)

$

Oil & Filter Change
Tire Rotation
23-Point Vehicle Checkup
+ Tax
10% off any repair service*
Includes: Replace engine oil with up to
December
2009oil filter
5Expires
quarts of
oil, replace31,
engine
using filter, & check all fluid levels.
Expires April 30, 2010

PURCHASE BOTH FRONT
AND REAR DIFFERENTIAL
SERVICES AND GET THE
TRANSFER CASE SERVICE
#A763A
FREE!! ($110.00 VALUE)
WAS
$27,9954WD VEHICLES ONLY - ANY MAKE OR MODEL
+ Tax
MUST PRESENT COUPON
NOW ONLY

Expires December 31, 2009

NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.

$5 OFF
OIL CHANGE

Towards
purchase of
any used
vehicle on our
When you bring any competitor’s current oil
change reminderlot!
at time of oil change.
Must present coupon
time of sale advisor for
Expires 12/31/09.
See at service
Expires March 31, 2010
details.

Not to be combined with any other offer.

14.95

+ Tax

21.95

$

OFF!

Clean Engine • Clean Trunk
WAS •• $11,495
Treat All Exterior Trim
(
.
&
NOW
ONLY
Expires December 31, 2009

SPECIAL
Lube, Oil
$
&32.95
Filter Change

BUY 2
CAR WASH
& 2006 Dodge GET 1 FREE!
Charger SRT8
VACUUM
21,460 Miles

$ 700

Reg. $149.99

on parts for Caliber125.00
SXT
• Hand Wash & Wax Exterior
$

Do-It-Yourselfers

- 5pm

+ Tax

Inspection

Expires December 31, 2009

(MOST CARS, VANS & TRUCKS SLIGHTLY HIGHER)

+ Tax

Lube, oil & filter change
4 Tire Rotation
Cooling System Drain & Refill
Replace Wiper blades & Brake
Inspection

(See Service Advisor for details)

Some Slightly Higher

Expires December 31, 2009

Service Manager
SPRING SPECIAL
$

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES AND MODELS!

+ Tax

Must present coupon.
One coupon per customer per visit.
Not valid with any other offer.

ROTATE &
BALANCE &
4 WHEEL
BRAKE CHECK

$26,980.57

Expires December 31, 2009

2007 Toyota
Corolla S
MANUAL

45,637 Miles
#A763A

WAS $11.995
2009
Mercury Grand Marquis LS
NOW
ONLY
Auto, Silver, V8, 19,484 Miles,
Sale Price $19,495

56
$11,276.
Stock #U712A

Any Coupons MUST be presented at the time of write up

MON. - WED. 7:30 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
THURS. & FRI. 7:30 A.M. - 7:00 P.M. • SAT. 8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
707 Commerce Ave. • Front Royal, Virginia
Front Royal 635-4158 • Winchester 888-862-7569
www.marlowmotor.com
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$

