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Virginians Can Check Road Conditions by Calling 511 or by Visiting 511Virginia.org;
More Information About Winter Weather Preparedness Available at http://www.vaemergency.com/threats/winter/index.cfm

Weather report

The ice man cometh – or here we go again
Major ice-snow storm forecast for Friday – 20-plus inches forecast
row that should narrow the forecast down for us, as well as one
on Friday. I will continue to keep
you updated.”

That message was followed by
a press release from the office of
Governor Robert McDonnell …
uh oh!!! Minus state agency logistical information, the governor’s
press release read:
Governor McDonnell Declares
State of Emergency

By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
The day we are scheduled to
distribute this issue of Warren
County Report unhappily coincides with a forecast winter storm
that could dump as much as two
to four feet of snow on portions
of the commonwealth. Up here
on “the Knob” we got about 6
inches last night (Feb. 2) that I recall hearing somewhere would be
maybe an inch or so. You could
hold the coming Winter Olympic
Figure Skating championships on
the ice packed at the bottom of
our driveway about 2/3’s of the
way up the mountain.
On Feb. 3 as this issue was being proofed and assembled we
were copied an internal county
memo from County Emergency
Services Chief Richard Mabie by
Parks & Rec Director Dan Lenz
– thanks Dan. The meat of that
message was as follows:
“Just completed a conference
call with VDEM and the National
Weather Service Sterling, regarding the upcoming winter storm.
While information is preliminary, the timing and track of the
storm can cause changes in this
forecast. At this time, the storm
is expected to begin as snow during the afternoon Friday (Feb. 5).
Snow will become heavy during
the evening and into Saturday before tapering off Saturday night.
A rain/snow line from Washing-

ton through Fredericksburg to
Culpeper; west of line all snow,
east of line snow, with a mixture
of sleet.
“In our area, expect 12 or more
inches with some localized areas
receiving 20 inches or more.  At
this time, forecasters are comparing this event to the one in December. Temperatures during the
event should hover at 30 degrees
(F) and after the storm passes- 30
to 35 highs for Saturday and Sunday; so not a lot of melting.
“As you know, there is a margin of error due to the uncertain
track and timing. We will have
another conference call tomor-

RICHMOND - Governor Bob
McDonnell declared a state
of emergency today, authorizing state agencies to assist local
governments responding to the
winter storm that is expected to
affect the Commonwealth early
Friday through Saturday.
The storm’s final track and potential snow, ice or rain amounts
are still uncertain, but the current outlook calls for the possibility of up to 20 inches of snow
and high winds in the northern
and western parts of the state;
up to three-quarters of an inch of
freezing rain for much of western
and southwestern Virginia; and
heavy rains and high winds in
southeastern Virginia.
The precipitation, along with
high winds and saturated ground,
means that there is a high poten-

THE APPLE HOUSE
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FRIDAY NIGHT

tial for power outages, hazardous road conditions and blocked
roads. Areas that receive significant ice or freezing rain could be
without power for several days.
Governor McDonnell noted,
“This storm will bring severe
weather to many parts of Virginia. Please stay alert to the forecast
for your area and make sure your
family and neighbors are ready
for hazardous weather conditions. As the storm affects your
area, please stay off the roads and
contact local authorities if help is

needed.”
In declaring a state of emergency, the governor authorizes state
agencies to identify and position resources for quick response
anywhere they are needed in Virginia. A state of emergency must
be issued in advance to allow for
proper and effective preparation.
State agencies are getting ready
for the storm …
Virginians can prepare for the
storm by having an emergency
kit in their home and vehicle
that includes water, food, a bat-
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Call me for info on Red Cross
Disaster Classes
now forming!
DON’T LET THIS MARKET PASS YOU BUY!
Please take a moment to Text “HAITI” to 90999 for a $10 donation
to be given automatically to the American Red Cross

LOSE WEIGHT SAFELY AND EASILY
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Starting January 29th

Spring Vera Bradley has arrived and the new styles
are gorgeous!
Come check out as we welcome brand new gift
lines - adorable items arriving all the time!
Call or email to find out more about LifeWave’s new
SP6 Complete Weight Loss Program that will be personalized to
meet your individual needs. Join our local support group.
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Detailed information about how Virginians can stay safe during an emergency is available at www.ReadyVirginia.gov and in Spanish at www.ListoVirginia.gov.
More information about winter weather preparedness is available at http://www.vaemergency.com/
threats/winter/index.cfm
tery-powered radio, blankets,
flashlight and extra batteries.
Also, citizens should monitor
news outlets for updates on this
developing storm, and check
road conditions before they leave
home by calling 511 or logging
in to 511Virginia.org. Virginians are also encouraged to keep
handy the emergency numbers
and shelter locations for their
immediate area, and to contact

their local emergency manager if
in need of shelter or assistance. If
it is an emergency call 911.
In areas where significant snowfall or icing occurs, Virginians are
encouraged to stay off the roads
until the storm abates and roads
are cleared.
Oh boy … Dan, can we go to
press tonight and deliver on
Thursday???

Weather report

Now’s the time to buy! Best Prices,
Lowest Interest Rates

* Your key to great homes at great prices with great financing *
• 100% Financing for qualified first-time buyers
• Job Loss protection insurance available on all inventory homes
• Up to $8,000 tax credit from Uncle Sam
(cannot have owed a home for the past 3 years)
Limited Offers Available Now! Don’t Delay, Call Today!

Contact Connie Smallwood, Realtor for availability of homes,
pricing and home sites. New homes starting under $200,000!

540-551-2162

conniesmallwood@mris.com
www.conniesmallwood.com

Green Clean
w/TLC

Your Choice For A Healthy Clean
Exclusively Eco Friendly Cleaning
NO HARSH CHEMICALS.
•Residential/Commercial
and much more!
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Town politics

“I look forward to help shape town policy in regards to the 522 corridor, our energy policy and economic
development. I thank the people of Front Royal for their confidence and ask for their continued support
and vote in May.” – Vice Mayor Bret Hrbek announcing 2010 run

Hrbek Announces for Re-Election to Town Council

Bret Hrbek
Vice Mayor Bret W. Hrbek announced on Feb. 1 that he will
run for re-election to the Front
Royal Town Council this year.
The election is May 4.
“It has been a real privilege and
honor to represent the people

of Front Royal for the past four
years. I hope the voters will return me to this position to continue moving the town forward,”
Hrbek said in a press release.
Hrbek pointed out he was a
lead voice to end the county

BPOL (professional licensing)
tax on town businesses, adding a
Moment of Silence to the town’s
meeting agenda, and Front Royal’s effort to remove Virginia’s
abuser driver statute from the
town code. He has also been
a lead voice in fiscal discipline,
promoting economic development and the town’s plan for future growth.
Over the past four years Hrbek
has worked with businesses and
investors from around the country to bring economic development to the town including Energy Answers (an aborted look at
burning solid waste to produce
energy) and Standard Energy (the
still pending solar power project). In 2006 the Town Council
elected Hrbek to the position of
vice mayor.
Hrbek has been a financial advisor with Edward Jones since
2000. He is a member of the
Front Royal Rotary Club, Front
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coins, and we will
turn them into CASH!!!
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Many Repairs Done The Same Day.
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Royal United Methodist Church
and the Zeta Beta Tau Fraternity
board of directors. He also served
as last year’s Front Royal-Warren
County United Way Campaign
Chairman and the Doc Smith
Christmas Basket Project. Hrbek
serves on the Shenandoah Valley Christian Chamber of Commerce and the founder of the
Front Royal Christians in Business Luncheon.
A graduate of Warren County
High School and Virginia Tech,
he earned his master’s degree in
financial planning from Bentley
College. His wife Jessica is a first
grade teacher at E. Wilson Morrison Elementary School and they
have three children, Noah (5),
Annie (3) and Hunter (1).
“I look forward to help shape

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) All
that flattery and fawning shouldn’t
affect any decision you have to make.
Keep your focus on the facts and
ignore all the hyperbole, especially if it
gets uncomfortably personal.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Your
Bovine instincts are on the mark about
that “favor” you’re being asked to do.
Agree to nothing unless you get a full
explanation — which you would check
out first, of course.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) A
somewhat unsettled recent period
should give way to a smoother time
going through the week. Use this quieter time to catch up on matters you
might have had to let slide.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Feeling a little confused is understandable
with all those mixed messages. Take
time to list the questions you have.
Then present them and insist on
answers that make sense.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) Cupid
can be very helpful for Lions seeking a
love connection. The chubby cherub
also brings warm and fuzzy feelings to
paired Leos and Leonas who already
share a special love line.
VIRGO (August 23 to September
22) Travel is favored this week,
whether you’ll be globe-trotting or taking a trip to a nearby getaway. You
might be surprised (or maybe not) by
who wants to be your traveling companion.

town policy in regards to the 522
corridor, our energy policy and
economic development. I thank
the people of Front Royal for
their confidence and ask for their
continued support and vote in
May,” said Hrbek.
(From a release)

PINOCCIOS
CLOCK REPAIR
■ Authorized Service
Center for Howard Miller
& Sligh
■ Licensed and Insured
■ House Calls Available
■ Antique or Modern
■ Serving the valley for
over 36 years

(540) 636-7369

www.pinocciosclockrepair.net

LIBRA (September 23 to October
22) Getting advice on your next business-related move is a good idea, but
only if your advisers are trustworthy.
Get references that you can check out
before you make any decisions.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Getting a boost in your selfesteem is one benefit that comes with a
job well done. There are other plusses
as well, including being noticed by all
the right people. Good luck.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to
December 21) Make time to deal with
family matters, especially where they
concern your elderly kinfolk. Being
there for them from the start can help
resolve problems sooner rather than
later.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Getting a project started can
often be difficult. But the good news is
that you won’t want for lack of assistance from colleagues who would like
to work with you. So, let them!
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) A lot of work-related issues
might be raised this week, and you
need to be prepared for whatever
comes along. Things should be easier
when it comes to matters in your private life.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20)
What might appear to be a very much
unwanted change in your life right now
could turn out to be a very welcome
event after all. Give yourself a chance
to see where it might take you.
BORN THIS WEEK: You exercise
your strong leadership qualities well,
which is why people believe in you and
feel reassured by you.
© 2010 King Features Synd., Inc.
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“Why did you negotiate an easement to benefit a developer?. Your actions have made a
mockery of the public hearing process. You have broken the public trust …” – FRLP rezoning opponent Eva Challis

FRLP rezoning

Rezoning opponents: blind fury or righteous indignation?
Residents, developer, town debate facts, results of RR negotiations
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

Allegations by two Shenandoah
River Estates residents that the
town has given away control of
crucial property and property
rights raised issues over improprieties involving the town’s participation in allowing Right of
Way trade offs between Norfolk
Southern Railroad and Front Royal Limited Partnership (FRLP).
Eva and Michael Challis made
their remarks at the Jan. 25 town
council meeting with a public
hearing on the FRLP rezoning
request looming for Feb. 8. The
Challis’s have long been part of
a vocal group of nearby property
owners opposed to that rezoning that would allow a maximum
320-unit subdivision on 149
acres. The property is currently
zoned for 99 one-acre residential
lots. In an often retooled proffer
package the developer is offering
about $6 million in per unit and
road improvements to the area.
Eva Challis accused town officials of “keeping the public in the
dark” while it sat idly by and allowed FRLP to gain an easement
for a 4-lane road Right of Way
(ROW) across Manassas Avenue.
The ROW would involve a portion of the East-West Connector
Road being proffered as not only
the access road to FRLP’s proposed subdivision east of Mary’s
Shady Lane, but also as a connector road between Shenandoah
Shores Road and Commerce Avenue in midtown Front Royal.

Eva Challis is furious over land and ROW deals between FRLP developer David Vazzana and Norfolk
Southern Railroad.
“Why did you negotiate an
easement to benefit a developer?”
Challis asked council and town
staff. “Your actions have made
a mockery of the public hearing process. You have broken
the public trust … by doing what
you did you have put the town in
a position of getting nothing for
the easement you gave away unless you vote for this rezoning.”
Challis accused town staff of
concealing the railroad-developer ROW negotiation during the
public hearing process. – “I did
not know when I read the advertisement for the public hearing
nor when attending the public
hearing did I hear it mentioned
(note: the planning commission
public hearing on the FRLP rezoning was held on Aug. 19).

“I began a FOIA inquiry with
the town and the few e-mails they
shared with me so far have left
me furious,” Challis told council.
To support her fury, Challis presented a series of e-mails between
town staff and Norfolk Southern
officials. Those e-mails between
town planner Darryl Merchant
and Norfolk Southern’s Lloyd
Clingenpeel were dated Aug. 7,
Oct. 19, and Nov. 6. There was
also one e-mail dated Oct. 6 between Clingenpeel and Town
Manager Michael Graham. The
subject of the e-mails is largely
the status of negotiations between
the town and Norfolk Southern
on the Depot Avenue ROW vacation and the above mentioned
railroad-FRLP Manassas Avenue
ROW negotiation.

Pastor Bill Kerns extends YOU a personal
invitation to stop in on Tuesday and Thursday evenings at 7:00pm. Come relax, enjoy
the music and message
and feel free to ask
questions We meet at
Victory Baptist Church
on 8th Street, behind
the Knotty Pine
Restaurant
Pastor Bill Kerns
and wife Robin

Chill Eva, it makes sense, David Vazzana may have
been thinking as he explained plans in this file photo.
Challis’s husband Michael followed his wife to the podium and
asked town officials to keep him
in mind the next time they were
“giving property away for free to
developers or anyone.”
For the defense
Queried later about the couple’s
allegations, Town Manager Michael Graham said the Manassas
Avenue ROW negotiation was a
private matter between the railroad and the developer, which
the town had no control over.
FRLP President David Vazzana
agreed and questioned the motive of the Challis’s comments.
“At this juncture I am at a loss
and I think it would be a mistake
to confuse such incendiary rheto-

ric with substance,” Vazzana said
of the Challis’s public comments
of Jan. 25.
But did the town stand idly
by and watch him acquire town
land for free to push forward his
rezoning and road proffers, we
asked Vazzana.
“In 1989 FRLP gave the railroad property for its expansion
in exchange for an agreement to
improve, and make public, the
crossing at Manassas Ave,” Vazzana replied. “These improvements have never been made.
This past summer the railroad
approached FRLP about purchasing additional property for
its current expansion plans. Once
again FRLP gave the railroad the
property that it needed in exchange for moving the location

Get out of the fire of life...
The FROC is a soulwinning outreach
that is dedicated to changing lives
by loving the imprisoned soul. It is
our desire to help you grow strong
in faith as you worship with caring
people who are friendly, receptive
and gracious.
For more information call
(540) 660-1395
or visit us on the web at

www.FROCministries.com
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FRLP rezoning
of the crossing, and expanding its
width to accommodate 4 lanes,
from Manassas Ave to a future
connection with Eighth Street.
This contract was signed in December and is a private contract.
The easement will be recorded
when the deal closes.
“As for her allegations that the
Town ‘gave something’ away - I
would recommend that she take
a look at our proffer statement
which includes FRLP assigning
any and all rights it has to this
crossing to the Town. I would
also stress, once again, that FRLP
can do nothing with this agreement without the Town’s consent … This was not the case
with FRLP’s (1989) Manassas Ave
crossing agreement - no permission would have been needed to
construct a crossing in that location. The Town is now in complete control over this crossing,”
Vazzana states.
Town Manager Graham also
pointed out the town has been
very aggressive in negotiating
advantage to the town with the
railroad expansion around Depot
Avenue as part of Norfolk Southern’s Crescent Corridor regional
commercial rail expansion project.
“During the Depot Avenue negotiations we tried to get a swap
for the Commerce and Sixth
Street spur,” Graham pointed out.
However, the railroad has steadfastly refused to give up that spur,
offering as an alternative allowing

town use along its ROW through
town east of Commerce Avenue
under strict conditions imposed
by the railroad. The town is seeking the land for development of a
portion of its desired crosstown
trail system.
Pointing to potential costs for
landscaping land it wouldn’t even
own, Graham said the town asked
for “the kitchen sink” – in this
case $900,000 in exchange for the
Depot Ave. ROW. However, the
railroad, which has held the Damocles Sword of state authorized
eminent domain seizure of town
land for its Crescent Corridor
track expansion, deferred on that
kitchen sink proposal. Regarding
the potential of eminent domain
acquisition of town property for
nothing, the state government is
pushing increased commercial
reliance on rail as an alternative to the existing emphasis on
tractor trailer road traffic and its
commiserate oil dependence.
If not the kitchen sink, Norfolk
Southern did agree to $160,000
compensation to the town, as
well as covering about $90,000 in
costs for utility installations impacted by the Depot Avenue expansion that the railroad had no
liability for, Graham said.
“The town was obligated to put
those utilities in, not the railroad. So we got a total of about
$250,000 from them,” Graham
stated.
Not quite the $900,000 kitchen
sink the town asked for but far

Diva Nails Spa
“Discover the DIVA in you!!!”

PLEASE CALL Linda 540-635-DIVA or 540-635-3482
840 John Marshall Hwy Ste B, Front Royal Va 22630

Nail Care • Pedicure • Manicure Waxing • Gel Pink & White and more!

New Winter hours- Please Call For Appointment
• Closed on Mondays •

“As for her allegations that the Town ‘gave something’ away - I would
recommend that she take a look at our proffer statement which includes FRLP assigning any and all rights it has to this crossing to the
Town …” – FRLP’s David Vazzana
from the fire sale give away the
Challis’s accused the town of.
Contacted on Feb. 3, Challis said she was still reviewing
documentation related to the
ROW exchanges, including legal
documents on the 1989 exchange
available in courthouse records.
She said her main concern remains that however and whenever it happened, the town has
given the developer leverage over
sought improvements to its road
network that encourage approval
of FRLP’s rezoning. – “What if
David doesn’t get the development, nothing gets done?” she
asked. (Not if the town has to pay
for it, we replied.)
Mutual interests?
Vazzana said he believes unbending opposition to development in their collective “backyard” has blinded some area
residents to not only facts, but
logic.
“On December 21st a letter
from Mrs. Challis was read to
Council in which she stressed
the need for a ‘second way out’
[of her neighborhood] via Depot Avenue,” Vazzana points out.
“Unfortunately the Mary’s Shady
Lane folks have no way to get
to Depot Avenue, so that is not
an option. Her letter stated that
obtaining a second way out had
been a goal of residents since
1970. I am pleased to inform
Mrs. Challis and all of the resi-

dents of Mary’s Shady Lane and
Shenandoah Shores Road, that if
approved, the FRLP project will
help achieve this multi-decade
long goal of getting a second
means in and out of the Town …
I would suggest that the Challis’s
consider supporting the FRLP
proposal that will give them exactly what they said on the record
they have wanted for 40 years.
“So I was surprised to see such
an uninformed and venomous attack on the Town by the Challis’s
when they are so close to accomplishing a 40-year goal of
their community and improving
everyone’s safety. She is attacking
the Town when the Town has absolute control over what she said
she wanted only one month prior
– to what end?” Vazzana asks. “If
they insist on pushing some unrealistic and extreme ‘no growth’
agenda then they should be defending what they are advocating, which is one-acre lots and no
proffers for road improvements,
a position even the ‘no growth’
contingent seems unwilling to
defend publicly.”
“Did I really sound venomous?” Challis asked us. “Is that
what asking questions publicly is
called now?” Well, perhaps a tad,
we suggested – “broken the public trust,” “a mockery of the public hearing process,” “kept in the
dark,” “benefit a developer,” “furious” … I can’t wait for the Feb. 8
public hearing – if I can get off
the mountain.
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“We can’t operate in a vacuum. We have to start somewhere and we have to have a mutual understanding. If there are appeals of BAR decisions and our decisions are going to be automatically
overturned what is the point of having the BAR?” – FR BAR Chairman Greg Harold

Town

To ‘BAR’ or not to ‘BAR’ – that is the question
Board chair asks for direction, cooperation on maintaining historic integrity

BAR Chairman Greg Harold asks what town council
wants from his board as newly-appointed BAR board
member Duane Vaughan, seated, provides backup.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
At a January work session Front
Royal Board of Architectural Review Chairman Greg Harold asked
the town council on direction for
the future. Essentially what Harold, who is in his second year as
BAR chair, asked is what the town’s
elected officials expect from its
architectural review board. Of
course the fact that those expectations can change dramatically
every two years as town elections
roll around or that there may be
sharp disagreement within existing council membership on what
sort of architectural standards
should be maintained and where,
makes a rational or at least consistent answer problematic.
“How can we help you do your
job? We don’t want to be at odds
with council or members of the
public,” Harold stated.
That is heady stuff coming from
the chair of an appointed body
that has occasionally found itself
being sued by the council that appointed it for actions a majority of
its membership believed they had
been put in place to uphold.
Always at issue with such an appointed body is how to sift through
changing council perspectives and
best balance the maintenance of
architectural standards in a Historic District, or Districts, in a
small town that seeks to maintain
its image as a distinctive tourist
destination versus the rights of

property owners in those districts
to make upgrades or changes to
their properties.
Among the questions posed
by Harold and the current BAR
membership to council were:
· Is there a desire by the elected
government to maintain a Historic
District?
· If so, what is the purpose and objective of such district(s)?
· Will council commit to creation
of a plan for a Historic District?
· Will council sanction a set of
guidelines and ordinances regarding a Historic District(s) that
will provide stability and survive
changing individual council perspectives about such districts?
· Can council explain its decisionmaking process on appeals of BAR
rulings?
· Will council establish a liaison
with the BAR to facilitate mutual
goals on maintaining the historic
quality and architecture of downtown and/or other sections of the
town?
Harold also asked if the BAR
could serve the community in an
educational role, such as listing
established materials that could
be used as alternatives to original materials to help defer owner
costs while maintaining the visual
integrity of buildings in Historic
Districts. During this discussion of
materials it was pointed out there
are likely “synthetic shingles” that
could be substituted for original

slate that could reduce renovation
costs from $2,000 to $200 a square
foot.
“We can’t operate in a vacuum.
We have to start somewhere and
we have to have a mutual understanding. If there are appeals of
BAR decisions and our decisions
are going to be automatically overturned what is the point of having
the BAR?” Harold asked council.
With such substantive questions
about such substantive issues such
as how can the town balance a desire to remain a tourist destination
with tourist revenue coming in
versus individual property owner
rights on the table, rather than
provide quick answers, council
moved toward further study in order to formulate sensible answers
that might stick.
“Can we put this on paper and
get some time to return to this?”
Councilman Shae Parker, who
brought the matter to council’s attention, asked following Harold’s
detailed presentation. Parker noted the town was facing another
election season that could further
cloud a consensus opinion by a
council facing the potential loss of
half its membership. Noting that
he was part of that half up for election, Parker suggested nominating
Tom Conkey to act as council’s
liaison to the BAR. Conkey is not
up for reelection this spring. Conkey accepted “if Shae will back me
up.” Parker agreed and there was
a consensus to appoint Conkey as
an ex-officio member of the BAR,
one without voting rights but with
input on discussion.
Vice Mayor Bret Hrbek, who has
historically been one of the biggest council critics of the Historic
District and harsh and costly architectural standards on property
owners, said he thought council
had traditionally asked the BAR
to do “a lot of work the planning
commission is expected to do.”
Acting Planning Director Bruce
Drummond pointed out the planning commission currently has
a lot on its plate with Comp Plan
and building, slope and other ordinance reviews. In identifying
its priorities, such BAR activities
are apparently low on that list of
another appointed and volunteer town board. Drummond and
Town Manager Michael Graham

noted that past planning directors
and departments had perhaps not
realized the help and availability
that a regional planning commission, the Northern Shenandoah
Valley Regional Commission,
could provide in helping provide
the kinds of answers now being
sought. Perhaps ironically, the
NSVRC has on office at the intersection of Sixth Street and Warren
Avenue in Front Royal (quite a distance from town hall, though).
“We are paying members [of the
regional planning commission],”
Drummond pointed out.
It was agreed that utilizing the
regional planning commission’s

accumulated knowledge would
be a desirable path as progress is
sought on how the town can best
approach its own future.
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Both David Martinez Rivera, 22, and 26-year-old Israel Martinez Rivera face multiple charges
including involuntary manslaughter, DUI and driving without licenses … David Martinez Rivera
is also charged with felony hit and run after apparently leaving the scene on foot …

Fatal accident

Passenger killed in late night accident on Route 522N
Late night racing may have contributed to fatal accident near NF Bridge
pened onto the scene soon after it
occurred, the driver of the second
vehicle, Israel Martinez Rivera, was
standing roadside at the scene cursing softly to himself. According to
that witness, Diaz Martinez was
found near the foot of the hillside
just south of the Shell Gas Station.

They believe he died as he was being
taken to an ambulance for transport.
He apparently was thrown from the
vehicle as David Martinez Rivera lost
control where Route 340/522 curves
slightly to the left as it approaches
Guard Hill Road and the North Fork
Bridge.

A state police accident investigation team was at the scene around
rush hour some 15 hours after the
accident occurred.

Ivy Lodge
FREEDOM OF CHOICE Gift Shop
By Law, the CHOICE is yours!

The scene of the accident southbound on Route
340/522 approaching Guard Hill Road, the North Fork
Bridge and a “Welcome to Front Royal” sign.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
One man is dead and two jailed
without bond in the wake of a twocar, high speed accident on Front
Royal’s northside in the early morning hours of Jan. 27.
A witness believes Raphael Diaz
Martinez, 21, died at the scene of the
accident on Route 340/522 just north
of the new North Fork Bridge into
Front Royal. Diaz Martinez was the
passenger in a 1994 Nissan Ultima
driven by David Martinez Rivera. A
1997 Honda Civic driven by Israel
Martinez Rivera was also involved.
Following an initial appearance
in Warren County General District
Court on Jan. 28 both David Martinez Rivera, 22, and 26-year-old Israel
Martinez Rivera face multiple charges
including involuntary manslaughter,
DUI and driving without licenses. A
second court date is slated for March
9 at 3 p.m.
David Martinez Rivera is also
charged with felony hit and run after
apparently fleeing the scene on foot.
Police officials confirmed eyewitness
reports that the driver of the vehicle
in which Diaz Martinez was riding
had apparently left the scene immediately after the accident. According
to police officials at the Kernstown
office of the state police from which
the accident is being investigated,
Martinez Rivera was found at his residence shortly after and brought back
to the scene. Both drivers’ residences
were listed as 49 East Duck Street.
Duck Street lies between the North
and South Fork Bridges. Police did
not initially confirm whether the men
involved were related or whether the
deceased man lived there as well.

The accident occurred at 12:45 a.m.
in the southbound lanes of Route 340
and involved a high rate of speed, according to the Virginia State Police.
However, the week of the accident
police would not yet confirm reports
the accident involved racing and may
have occurred as the two involved
vehicles made contact after one
broke to avoid slower moving traffic the vehicles encountered as they
approached Guard Hill Road and
the bridge southbound toward Front
Royal. The investigation of Trooper
S.A. Sutherland was ongoing in the
days immediately after the fatal accident.
According to a motorist who hap-
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Glider club

Local glider pilot honored nationally
Skyline Soaring’s Kellett flying high after SSA recognition

The Skyline Soaring Club
is a major tenant and
user at Front Royal-Warren County Airport.

Little Rock, Arkansas: James C.
(Jim) Kellett, an active flight instructor with the Skyline Soaring club
based at the Warren County-Front
Royal Airport, received the national
Soaring Society of America’s (SSA)
“Exceptional Service Award” at its
meeting in Little Rock, AR on January 30.  
Jim’s award, presented by SSA’s
Chairman Phillip Umphres, recognizes his efforts in promoting aviation safety in the mid-Atlantic region

BUDGET SELF STORAGE

First Month FREE!
with 1 Month Paid Rent & Security Deposit
With Coupon *Subject to availability

INCREDIBLE PRICES!
540-635-4000 • 800-296-0044
Rt. 619 & Corner of Airport Rd • Front Royal

Postal Business Center

of the United States by developing
a special agreement between several Federal Aviation Administration
field offices and major soaring sites in
the area to provide special transponder codes for sailplanes throughout
most of the greater Washington, DC
area.  This achievement enhances
the safety of all pilots in and around
Washington, DC airspace, and is a
major factor in the safe promotion
of the sport of soaring.  Mr. Kellett is
a Regional Director of the SSA, and
has served as a glider flight instructor
in the area of more than 30 years.  
Mr. Kellett is a Director of, and an
active flight instructor with, the Skyline Soaring Club which is based here
in Front Royal, has been flying sailplanes for more than 40 years. He
has helped conduct several flight
safety seminars in collaboration with
the Warren County-Front Royal airport management, and has assisted
the local Airport Commission in
their promotion of the airport.
The SSA is the national organization of soaring pilots in the US,
and represents US soaring in international organizations.  Since the
organization’s founding in 1932, SSA
members have written and rewritten
the record book of aviation achievement. Behind all the dreams and
flight records, SSA members, devote
countless hours to flight training and
safety, technological research and
development, and sponsorship and
monitoring sailplane competition.
Additionally, the SSA works with
federal agencies to preserve glider

Lucky Star

122 W. 14th St. • Front Royal, VA
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Jim Kellett honored by Soaring Society of America.
access to airspace. Currently the SSA
has nearly 11,000 members.
Gliders, or sailplanes as they are
sometimes called, have no engine,
but stay aloft using columns of rising air in which pilot’s bank their
craft in tight circles to climb. Flights
of over five hours covering hundreds
of miles are common. The current
world altitude record for gliders is
50,721’ and the (non-stop) distance
record is 1,869 miles. Soaring (motorless flight) began prior to Orville and Wilber Wright’s flight. The
Wright Brothers would have been
unable to make their historic first
powered flight without first perfecting their aeroplane’s control systems
using test gliders of their own design.
Modern sailplanes are constructed of

Front Royal’s
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extremely strong composite materials similar to those found on airliners
and jet fighters. A single seat glider
weighs approximately 550 lbs and has
a speed range between 45 and 170
mph. Since sailplanes are designed to
minimize aerodynamic drag, they are
smooth and sleek. High performance
sailplanes can cover 60 miles in one
glide without lift from only 5,000 feet
in altitude.
In addition to the soaring operation at the Warren County-Front
Royal airport, the Shenandoah Valley
is home to two other major soaring
sites in Newcastle and Waynesboro,
all of which have benefited from these
improvements in aviation safety.
(From a release)
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Town politics

“If I did err in speaking to the judge I apologize to all affected by my brief conversation. – I’m
sorry. It was certainly not my intent to engage in an unauthorized conversation. Also I may say I
did not violate any conditions of the Virginia rules of professional conduct ...” – Thomas Sayre

Sayre censure move collapses in face of criticism
Councilman’s tearful apology accepted – but was it an apology?
cision that meals tax-based fees on
town utility bills was not enabled by
the 1998 town-county 522 corridor
agreement, as well as informing the
judge the town’s next water-sewer
bills would still include the meals tax
fees due to the short turnaround time
following the initial Nov. 30 ruling.
That latter information was apparently the topic of only closed session
council discussion following the Nov.
30 ruling, adding to the potential legal fire over the conversation.
Censure or censor?

Thomas Sayre apologizes for his municipal “sins” but is he really sorry?
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
With a nod to NY Yankee Hall of
Fame catcher Yogi Berra’s way with
the English language, it was just “like
déjà vu all over again.”
What was déjà vu all over again,
was a full house of PO’ed people over
a proposed Front Royal Town Council action at a Jan. 25th council meeting.
Just two months earlier on Nov. 23,
Town Manager J. Michael Graham
survived a council move to oust him
in the face of a “full house” 17-0 show
of public opinion blasting the motive
and insight of the three councilmen
supporting the town manager’s termination. On Jan. 25th, in the wake
of a similar show of constituent support and tearful, if conditional apology, one of the three supporters of
the move to oust Graham (Chris
Holloway and Carson Lauder were
the others) survived if not termination, a public humiliation at council’s
hands.
Following a 14-0 public show of
constituent support, nine speakers
and five letters read into the council record, Thomas Sayre survived a
censure initiative related to his unauthorized conversation with the judge
presiding over a pending legal case
involving the town. The vote was 5-0

against censure.
At a work session one week earlier
there was no voiced opposition to
Shae Parker’s call for a consensus to
have a Resolution of Censure drawn
up by the town attorney, essentially
slapping Sayre on the wrist for action deemed inappropriate by a sitting councilman. Parker said counsel
should use censure as a means of
distancing itself legally from Sayre’s
action.
At issue
That action was a Dec. 8 closed
door conversation with Judge Dennis
L. Hupp about issues surrounding
the 522 Corridor litigation involving three national chain restaurants,
Applebee’s, Cracker Barrel and T.G.I.
Friday’s, aspects of which had yet to
be decided by the judge. The conversation sought by Sayre was apparently considered enough of a potential
breach of legal conduct by Sayre to
draw a Dec. 9 letter to all involved attorneys from the judge describing it
in detail.
To recap from our last issue, during what the judge estimated to be
a minute, Sayre inquired about time
frames on a second and still pending decision on compensation to
the plaintiffs, the existence of written orders on the judge’s initial de-

However, some public comments
in support of Sayre asserted a belief
the censure was a politically motivated effort to silence Sayre on issues unrelated to the focal point of
the censure. One Sayre supporter,
Anthony D’Andrea , most pointedly
voiced that stance. He suggested by
letter (boy, I wish he had been there)
that counsel would be following a
dark historical path were the censure
to pass.
“Would the initiators of this censure
like to be associated with the likes of
Hitler and Stalin? … Are the governing principles of the Town Council
based on Democracy? Based on a
system where the people decide who
is to govern them by a majority vote?
Not by elected officials telling people
who can or cannot speak?” D’Andrea
asked.
“Finally, remember that censuring
Tom Sayre is to censure his constituents (did they talk to the judge too?)
A censure of Mr. Sayre is a censure of

the people. A censure of the people
flies in the face of Democracy. The
people of Front Royal will not tolerate this method of governing and I
assure you that we will speak up using the proper means at our disposal
– The Polls and The Press,” D’Andrea
concluded.
Well there you go, Anthony.
No Stalins here
Support for the censure died behind the 14-0 tide of opposition and
Sayre’s ensuing emotional mea culpa
over his actions. No one from the
public spoke in support of the censure.
Prior to the roll call vote on the
Resolution of Censure, three councilmen in addition to Parker – Carson
Lauder, Tom Conkey and Vice Mayor
Bret Hrbek – said they had been prepared to vote for the censure prior
to meeting. Setting the tone for the
sudden change of heart and mind by
a counsel majority, Hrbek said he felt
Sayre’s apology was enough to allow
council to move on without a formal
censure.
Lauder said he felt Sayre’s Dec.
8 conversation with the judge was
“a serious problem.” Lauder noted
that Sayre, himself an attorney, had
ignored several requests by Judge
Hupp not to discuss the case once it
became apparent that was the reason for Sayre’s request for a meeting
in the judge’s chambers. Addressing
Chris Holloway’s observation that
the town’s lead attorney in the corridor suit, Carter Glass IV, had asked

similar questions of the judge by letter as those voiced by Sayre behind
closed doors, Lauder noted one significant difference – that Sayre is not
part of the town’s legal representation in the case and was in no way
authorized by his colleagues to seek
or give information to the judge on
the town’s behalf regarding the case.
However, Lauder also said he would
accept Sayre’s apology as an alternative to formal censure.
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Town politics

“We are supposed to be able to work together and if that was the direction council wanted
to take, so be it.” – Shae Parker on acquiescing to the majority opinion on censure vote
Shenandoah Shores Road or fellow
parishioners at Sayre’s church, St.
John’s Catholic. Others appeared
aligned with the councilman in opposing specific issues, such as the
FRLP rezoning currently before
council.
Those who addressed the specific
issue that ran Sayre afoul of council
said they believed his offense, if in
fact it was one, was minor and unintentional.

he reacted angrily to Holloway’s
bringing the Graham initiative forward at a meeting the vice mayor
said it was known he, a Graham supporter, would not be attending due to
other commitments. Hrbek viewed

Holloway’s move as an attempt to
gain the necessary majority to fire
Graham with less than full council
participation.
Tederick also attacked Parker for
bringing the Sayre censure forward,

Political opportunism?

Shae Parker seems a little glum following his characterization by one Sayre supporter as a Hitler-Stalin
figure out to destroy public discourse and democracy
as we know it. Lighten up Shae, the U.S. Supreme
Court already beat you to the punch.
Apology?
But was it an apology?
Sayre made repeated use of the
word after telling Mayor Eugene
Tewalt that he wanted to “make an
apology.” Word on the street for a
week had been the censure might
collapse if Sayre apologized for his
conversation with the judge.
“Mr. Mayor, I’d like to make an
apology,” Sayre began as his turn for
council comments came after the
Jan 25 show of public support. After
a long 30 to 40 second pause during which he attempted to compose
himself, Sayre continued in front of
the large contingent of supporters,
including his wife and several of his
children.
“If I did err in speaking to the judge
(long pause) I apologize to all affected by my brief conversation. – I’m

sorry. (pause) It was certainly not my
intent to engage in an unauthorized
conversation,” Sayre sobbed, “Also I
may say I did not violate any conditions of the Virginia rules of professional conduct (long pause) – that’s
all I can say.” A short time later he
revisited his statement, apparently to
clarify any aspect that may not have
been clear due to his repeated hesitations and red-eyed and tearful initial
delivery.
During the earlier public comments defending Sayre, Seton Home
School proprietor Mary Kay Clark
spoke first, lauding the councilman’s
impact on town government.
Much of the support voiced focused on past positive impressions of
Sayre as a neighbor, person or councilman. From addresses given and
comments made, many of those who
spoke in support of Sayre appeared
to be either physical neighbors along

I-66 & Rt 522
North of
Front Royal
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Former Warren County Supervisor and local Republican Committee
Chairman Matt Tederick called the
Sayre censure hypocritical and asked
where such initiatives aimed at other
sitting councilmen were? Tederick
attacked Hrbek for what he characterized as an earlier closed session
information leak regarding the Holloway-Sayre-Lauder initiative to remove the town manager.
Asked later about Tederick’s characterization of his actions, Hrbek
said the closed session information
Tederick referenced had already been
made public at the time of his public
reaction to it. Hrbek has admitted to
perhaps escalating the public debate
over the Graham ouster move when
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Town politics

“Would the initiators of this censure like to be associated with the likes of Hitler and Stalin? …
Are the governing principles of the Town Council based on Democracy? … Not by elected officials telling people who can or cannot speak?” – Sayre defender Anthony D’Andrea

Blake & Co. Hair Spa
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Thomas Sayre shakes hands with one of those who
spoke in his support, former Crusader hoop coach
Greg Dick.
as well as for failing to support the
Graham ouster. He revisited Holloway’s contention that Parker had
committed to supporting Graham’s
termination, then changed his vote
when the matter came to a head.
“He backed out,” Tederick said of
Parker. “So he has the courage tonight
to challenge a member of council but
he doesn’t have the courage to hold
Mr. Graham accountable when the
time comes.”
Parker has stated that while he had
early questions about some of Graham’s management techniques, he
only told Holloway he would consider
support of the town manager ouster
when it was brought forward in November.
“This is a foolish motion,” Tederick
said of the censure. “It’s going to be
your downfall, Mr. Hrbek and Mr.
Parker. And Gene, I hope it’s not your
downfall,” Tederick told the mayor.
“I wish you’d gain control of this
council, Mr. Mayor. The reelection is
around the corner and I’m afraid you
are absolutely going to lose.”
Later when it still wasn’t clear how
the vote would go, Tewalt did say that
if he had to cast a tiebreaking vote, he
would vote against the censure.

Tederick also revisited his ongoing criticism of the town’s stance on
the corridor suit and the amount of
money spent on the legal defense of
the town’s attempt to maintain a fee
that has been included in its restaurant water-sewer bills since the Corridor Agreement was signed into law
in January 1999.
While Sayre, Parker and Hrbek are
all up for election this spring, one
initial supporter of the censure, Tom
Conkey, is not. Conkey had been
most vocal a week earlier in criticizing Sayre’s actions with the judge as
an example of an ongoing pattern of
behavior by the councilman.
“We have more than a few discussion in the past regarding this sort
of activity, disclosing information he
wasn’t supposed to disclose,” Conkey
said of Sayre. He called Sayre’s pattern
of behavior an “egregious” violation
of public and colleague trust, often
undermining what “council is trying
to accomplish as a whole.” (so much
for the notion of persecuted councilman as the defender of democratic,
majority rule).
Noting the specter of political opportunism and hypocrisy raised by
several speakers, Conkey added, “The
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Valentine

Magnanimous in victory
- Sayre says no hard feelings to critic Tom Conkey
(I think that’s what he
said).
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voters will have an opportunity to express their displeasure … but I think
it was unfair to blame Shae for a political motive as done by Mr. Tederick,
who is standing here getting ready to
run for office. So we can talk about
hypocrisy … but Shae had the courage to step up … and this is where we
are.”
However that said, Conkey later
said he accepted Sayre’s apology as
sincere and an acceptable alternative
to censure.
After hearing all four of his colleagues vote against censure, Parker
hesitated for about 15 seconds before
voting against his own motion. Later
Parker said with the vote coming to
him at 4-0 (Sayre abstained from
voting on the advice of the town attorney) he saw no point in making a
minority of one gesture of defiance. –
“We are supposed to be able to work
together and if that was the direction
council wanted to take, so be it,” he
said.
By a 5-0 vote, Sayre abstaining, a
separate motion to file a complaint to
the Virginia State BAR about Sayre’s
discussion with the judge was removed from the agenda on a motion
by Holloway. Holloway’s motion to
remove consideration of the censure
from the agenda failed by a 3-2 vote,
with only Hrbek voting with Holloway, again Sayre abstaining.
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Haitian relief flight

Relief flight to Haiti off and back despite weather
Cassagnol and Skowbo return from supply flight to Cape Haitien

Rock Skowbo’s Cessna 310, christened Haiti Cheri
for this trip, arrives at Cap Haitien.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Front Royal-Warren County
Airport Manager and Haitian native Reggie Cassagnol and Captain Rock Skowbo returned from
their medical and relief supply
mission to Haiti around 11 a.m.
on Tuesday, Feb. 2. Their return

was delayed one day by the winter storm to their north, Cassagnol told us by cell phone from
Florida on Feb. 1. The pair left
the local general aviation airport
(FRR) around 11 a.m. on Sunday,
Jan. 31, a departure also delayed
a day by the snow that fell on Friday, Jan. 29. Cassagnol estimated
a total eight hour flight one way.

In Skowbo’s twin engine Cessna
310 the local pair of aviators carried about 800 pounds of supplies to Cap Haitien, a town of
180,000 on Haiti’s north coast.
That included a generator, 22 cots
and bags of medical and hygienic
supplies. Referencing Wikipedia
on Feb. 3, we found it reported
that “in the wake of the 2010 Haiti earthquake which destroyed
port facilities in Port-au-Prince,
Cap-Haïtien’s container port was
being used to deliver relief supplies.” So it seems that by both sea
and air, Cap Haitien has become
an alternate relief supply destination.
With much publicity surrounding the backup of relief supplies
at other major entry points, Cassagnol and Skowbo delivered
their supplies to and under the
auspices of Cassagnol’s sister,
Rose-Marie Chierici’s non-profit,
volunteer organization Pwoje Espwa, or H.O.P.E., described in our
last edition story (http://hopehaiti.org). H.O.P.E. is based in the
northern Haitian town of Borgne,
in an area of about 800,000.
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Haitian relief flight

Megan Patch, center, a familiar face around the
airport, sends off Skowbo and Cassagnol from the
snowy confines of FRR and Warren County.

Locals help unload relief supplies.

Aerial shot leaving FRR and Warren County USA on
Jan. 31.
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Cassagnol said that even at
Cap Haitien smaller airport
things were a tad chaotic – “It
was sort of like a Chinese fire
drill of Haitians,” he told us.
However, other than some zealous attempts to lend a hand with
the unloading, as well as one attempt to shake the pilots down
for a landing “fee” things went
pretty smoothly, Cassagnol said.
Cassagnol said it appeared
some Haitian refugees were
moving away from the worst of
the devastation to areas where
help was more readily available.
“We got these things in and my
sister’s mission will see they are
distributed to people who need
them,” he said.
We hope to have more follow
up on this locally-based relief
effort to beleaguered Haiti, a nation with not only its major city
destroyed, but also apparently
much of what little governmental infrastructure may have existed in some areas prior to Jan. 12.
That was the date a 7.9 Richter
Scale earthquake centered near
Port-au-Prince, a city of around
2 million in a nation of 9 million
struck. Haiti is considered the
poorest of all Western Hemisphere nations and perhaps the
most ill-equipped institutionally
to deal with the disaster that has
befallen it. Casualty estimates
have climbed into the hundreds
of thousands with a million or
more impacted directly by the
earthquake. However on the
scene, in-depth news reports
have indicated an astonishing amount of individual spirit,
cooperation and community
among the great majority of the
Haitian people.
As Cassagnol told us last issue,
Haitians are a resilient and creative people. And it may be as
much by that creativity and resiliency, as by the much needed
supplies being sent there, that
Haitians will ultimately survive
this catastrophe of Biblical proportions.
Geez, can you imagine if it
happened here under similar
circumstances? I feel confident
we’d have all cut each other’s
throats by now … but then my
perspective may be jaded by
covering local politics, politicians and their supporters.

Oasis Vineyards
Open for tastings
Saturdays & Sundays
11am - 5pm
oasiswines.net • 540-635-3103
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“What looks good today may not look as good tomorrow – or it may just
look different.” – Town contracted consulting firm GRS’s Garrett Cole on
future energy cost and market trend projections

Town energy

Consultant recommends caution on AMP hydro 2
Portfolio diversity and sustainable energy good – unknowns bad

Now Available at Prospect Hill Cemetery: Monuments, Cremation Urns,
Cremation Niches, In Ground Vases, Bronze Flag Holders and Monument Cleaning

Prospect Hill Cemetery Association, Inc.
GDS Consultant Garrett Cole points to a chart of AMP-Ohio Phase II cost projections versus other projected energy market trends - but tomorrow it may just
look different.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Following a mid-January work
session power point review by
Garrett Cole of GDS, an energy
consultant hired to assess the
Town of Front Royal’s direction
as it moves to diversify its energy portfolio, it seemed unclear
on how council will proceed on
current recommendations by its
AMP-Ohio energy group management.
AMP (American Municipal

Power) is offering the town 6.8
megawatts of additional hydro
(water generated) power through
its Phase II hydro project. That
project involves one existing and
one new hydro-generated power
plants, Greenup and Meldahl respectively.
About three years ago the previous council voted 4-2 to enter
into a municipal partnership designed to keep member energy
costs below projected market
trends. The initial investment
was in financing a share of a new

coal-fired power plant. With coal
power targeted by critics as one
of the worst offenders in creating ozone depletion leading to
climate change, Stan Brooks and
Eileen Grady voted against the
purchase and funding of coalfired energy that could account
for about 30 percent of the town’s
future energy needs, even if those
prices came in at below market
projections.
However, pointing to the slow
pace at which alternative and
sustainable energy industries are

200 W. Prospect Street • Front Royal, VA 22630 • 540-635-5468
All ‘D’series memorial art property of Design Mart. Copyright © 1978-2005 Design Mart.
Used with permission. All other rights reserved. License #L 0010002
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Town energy
likely to take hold in this nation,
a four-person council majority
elected to lock in projected costs
lower than projected market
trends. The new coal-fired energy
plant the town invested in is slated to come on line in 2011-12.
More recently the town voted
to participate in Phase One of
AMP’s hydro power plant project. However a larger municipal
member buy-in than anticipated
resulted in actual power purchases being less than targeted by
initial project investors like Front
Royal. The town’s target purchase
of 3.9 megawatts of hydro power
was reduced to 2.1 megawatts for
Phase One of AMP hydro.
Now as Phase Two of AMP’s
hydro expansion is being offered

Obituary
Angela Victoria Kelly

Angela Victoria Kelly, 56, of
Front Royal died Friday January 22, 2010, at her home.
A Mass of Christian burial
will be held on Wednesday,
at 11:00 a.m. at St. John the
Baptist Roman Catholic
Church. Inurnment will be
held at a later date in Arlington National Cemetery.
Angela was born October 9, 1953, in Newark, NJ,
daughter of the late Louis
Gorospe and Josephine Materazzo.
She is survived by her husband Lt. Col. James Harold
Kelly, U.S. Army, Ret; son
James Michael Kelly and
wife Kari of Frederick, MD;
daughter Lisa Marie Haskin
and her husband Heath
of Front Royal; and two
grandchildren Heath James
Haskin and Lillian Charlotte
Haskin.
Her most enjoyable days
were spent in the company
of loved ones who cherished
her easy laugh and sense of
humor.
In lieu of flowers, contributions in her memory may be
made to Blue Ridge Hospice,
333 W. Cork St, Winchester,
VA 22601.
Arrangements are being
handled by Maddox Funeral
Home in Front Royal.

the town is being given the opportunity to not only bring its
share of hydro power up to the
initially sought 3.9 megawatt
number with a 1.8 megawatt
purchase, but increase that by as
much as another 4.8 megawatts,
a total megawatt purchase of 6.8
megawatts in Phase Two.
However while consultant company GDS had positive comment
on the continued diversification
of the town’s energy portfolio, it
pointed to a number of serious,
and as yet unanswered questions,
in recommending the town proceed with caution, and perhaps at
a lower megawatt purchase than
recommended by AMP-Ohio
management.
Among the issues raised were
AMP’s failure to have some aspects of contractual documents
ready for review prior to the
deadline at which it was initially
asking for decisions and signed
commitments by members. Town
Director of Energy Resources Joe
Waltz, who initially brought the
AMP plans to the towns’ attention, has recently commented to
council that this is not the first
time AMP has given members
a 30-day deadline for a commitment to projects they had yet to
see contractual details of.
While Cole said past experience
with AMP indicated no nefarious
motive on the company’s part, he
added that his company could not
recommend a blind commitment
to still fluid contractual obligations as remain with AMP hydro
II.
“We believe it will come out
okay and based on previous experience it probably will. Some have
already signed off on [Phase II]
without these contractual details.
However, we do not believe that
is prudent,” Cole told council.
There is also a known higher
than market cost projected for
members over the first eight
years, 2014-2022, before lower
than market costs kick in. That is
due to up front costs, primarily to
the new Meldahl plant that must
be absorbed by the AMP municipal conglomerate.
So the consultant explained
the Phase II investment is only
“slightly beneficial” economically
to the town, but has additional
benefit in further diversifying the
town’s energy portfolio.
“You take an early hit but in the
long run it is beneficial financially.
But that is the point of diversity –

To advertise in Warren County Report:
Contact Alison at alisond@warrencountyreport.com • 540-551-2072
or Angie Buterakos at angie@warrencountyreport.com - 540-683-9197
when you lose (economically) on
this, you win elsewhere in your
portfolio. Your risk balances out.”
That said, Cole added that under existing voluntary standards
of sustainable energy involvement in municipal and private
sector portfolios being set in Virginia, AMP’s recommendation
of adding what amounts to an
18 percent increase to its exiting
5 percent sustainable portfolio
could be a bit on the high side
in taking the town’s sustainable
energy portfolio to 23 percent.
While the state guidelines could
go higher in coming years, he
noted, Virginia now only requires
a maximum target of 15 percent
sustainable energy sources in
power production portfolios.
Another potential pitfall is
that should Phase II undersell
in member participation, Front
Royal and others buying in could
be forced to purchase more than
their targeted share in order to
assure a full buyout of hydro produced in AMP’s Phase II project.
However queried in early February, Waltz said it appears Phase
Two will also sell out or even
once again oversell in member
participation.
So while AMP is recommending Front Royal buy in to Phase II
at nearly 6.9 percent of its energy
portfolio figure, GDS is suggesting a much more conservative 2.7
percent buy in.
AMP’s initial Feb. 1 deadline
has already been extended to
March 15 to both accommodate
contractual questions and allow
Virginia municipalities involved
the necessary time for discussion
and the two readings and municipal government votes of approval
for such expenditures required
by state law.
At the end of the Jan. 19 work
session, GDS’s suggestion was the
town send AMP a letter indicating its preference for the lower
percentage buy in and allow the
consultant’s continued negotiation with AMP on final contract
approval prior to a contractual
commitment from the town.
In a final call for proceeding
cautiously, Cole noted an approximate $2,500 difference in
AMP projected Phase I hydro
costs between 2007 and 2009. –
“What looks good today may not
look as good tomorrow – or it
may just look different,” he wryly
observed.
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“Smoking and meals are luxury – people don’t have to do either. And 3 cents
(meals tax hike) is not going to stop me from eating out.” – Councilman
Chris Holloway

Town

Town council split on revenue strategies
Who to tax and for what at heart of impasse on budget shortfall options
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

A still floundering “Main Street
America” national economy,
projected million-plus dollar
revenue shortfalls, lost litigation
and meals tax fees, a looming $30
to $40-million dollar bond float
to cover mandated wastewater
treatment improvements, not
to mention your typical annual
budgetary needs and wants, oh,
and that depleted surplus fund
balance – not to worry, we’ll get
creative.
For half the town council
– Sayre, Holloway, Parker – in
this particular budget cycle, getting creative apparently means
not only dipping into the Town
of Front Royal’s “rainy day” General Fund surplus, but also taxing
business services and commodities rather than real estate and
personal property.
At the heart of this debate is the
potential economic impact of socalled luxury taxes – meals, lodging and cigarettes – on already
struggling town businesses, versus the personal impact on citizens of adding 1 to 3 cents to the
existing 7-cent town (per $100
of assessed value) real estate tax
rate (town citizens also pay the
45-cent county real estate tax).
To illustrate the impact of such a
real estate hike, at a Feb. 1 work
session staff presented numbers
utilizing an assessed $300,000
home for example:
· 7 cents = annual tax of $210
(existing)
· 8 cents = annual tax of $240
· 9 cents = annual tax of $270
· 10 cents = annual tax of $300
However for the three above
cited councilmen, Chris Holloway, Thomas Sayre and Shae
Parker, raising the real estate tax
rate should not even be on the
table as an option to balance the
town budget. Holloway and Sayre
also appeared to refuse to accept
the option of putting a once-delayed “revenue neutral” personal
property tax increase of 14 cents
on the table either. Last year
council rejected a 13-cent personal property tax hike designed
to keep that revenue stream neutral in the face of declining auto

Chris Holloway was looking one way during council
revenue discussion.

Tom Conkey was looking in a different direction than
Holloway, among others, for revenue solutions.

values.
“The personal property tax hike
is the one we considered and did
not do last year?” Sayre inquired.
Yes, he was told.
The trio of intrepid no new land
tax devotees dismissed entreaties by staff, Mayor Eugene Tewalt
and their colleagues to at least
keep their options open. Finance
Director Kim Gilkey-Breeden
was the first to assure council
that advertising a public hearing
on a tax hike did not mean one
had to be enacted.
“If you advertise a 10-cent tax
rate you can come down or do
nothing, but you cannot go higher without advertising the new
rate,” Gilkey-Breeden told council as she presented budget options. Mayor Tewalt also pointed
out that the town must have its
real estate and personal property rates set earlier this year, by
March 25, due to the new twice a
year billing cycle.
At issue for council on Feb. 1
was only whether to authorize
advertising a public hearing for

the greatest number of citizens to
minimize the individual impact
was the best way to proceed.
“I was hoping the economy
would recover but it didn’t. There
are only so many times we can go
to our cash reserves,” Hrbek said.
Perhaps calming to council at its
initial November budget work
session was Gilkey-Breeden’s
assessment the town still has a
$6.03 million General Fund balance – that was until she added

a possible tax hike at its Feb. 8
meeting.
“I’d like to see the personal property and real estate stay where
they are. Smoking and meals are
luxury – people don’t have to do
either. And 3 cents (meals tax
hike) is not going to stop me from
eating out,” Holloway stated.
“I know these taxes are supposedly paid by the customer but it
is perception – what you are doing is killing the restaurants and
businesses in town because you
lost the corridor suit,” Tom Conkey countered. “It’s high time
we made some tough decisions.
We’ve lost the corridor revenue
and we have to make it up somewhere.”
“You’d like to have the citizens
make it up?” Holloway asked.
“They have to and real estate is
the fairest way,” Hrbek, himself a
fiscal conservative, responded to
Holloway. “Everyone has to carry
some burden of government.”
The vice mayor went on to reiterate his earlier point that to spread
a necessary tax burden among

When I say "good,"
you say "neighbor."
Powers Insurance Agcy Inc
Bill Powers, Agent
Front Royal, VA 22630
Bus: 540-635-2825
P097314

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

that the actual available, uncommitted General Fund balance is
down to $1.6 million.
“Why not do a 3-cent tax and
call it the Cracker Barrel tax,”
Hrbek suggested referencing the
lost 522 corridor meals tax fee
litigation and perhaps trying to
lighten the mood in what was a
tense discussion. More seriously,
of the luxury tax strategy Hrbek
said, “If you can buy cheaper cigarettes in the county people will

CHERRYDALE APARTMENTS FOR RENT

• ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT $510-530
• TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT $600-640
• TWO BEDROOM HOUSE $710.00
Located on Cherrydale Avenue in Front Royal, all are newly renovated with
thermo-pane windows, all new kitchens, baths and appliances. Well located
quiet neighborhood. Garbage pickup included. Free Internet wireless “Hot
Spot.” One year lease and security deposit required. No dogs but cats may
be accepted with an additional agreement and fee.
“Not Luxury, but Value”

FURTHER INFORMATION: (540) 635-6000
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What you are doing is killing the restaurants and businesses in town because you lost
the corridor suit. It’s high time we made some tough decisions. We’ve lost the corridor
revenue and we have to make it up somewhere.” – Councilman Tom Conkey

Town
go there – it’s not that far – and buy
by the carton.”
“To be safe I think we should advertise at the highest level [being
considered],” Carson Lauder said.
Getting creative?
As a consensus was sought to authorize an advertised rate, Parker
said he was okay with advertising
the 14-cent personal property tax
hike. However, he refused to budge
on the real estate rate. He said he
thought it unfair to place an additional burden on homeowners, especially older ones who may be on
fixed incomes. He said that if council removed the real estate option
from the table he believed it would
force them to become “creative” in
finding other revenue solutions.
And creative they may have to be
if an earlier November budget discussion was any indication. For in
addition to the nasty numbers staff
presented them on Feb. 1 – anticipated revenue losses of $600,000
in 522 Corridor meals tax fees,
$410,000 in 599 State funding of the
town police department, $120,000
in lost personal property tax revenue (again), and $120,000 in miscellaneous taxes, including sales,
BPOL (Business, Professional and
Occupational Licensing), lodging,
as well as lost interest on accounts
– several councilmen expressed a
desire to add some expenditures to
the coming budget.
In November Hrbek suggested
trying to proceed with some needed
“brick and mortar” infrastructure
improvements to take advantage
of lower prices in the down market
(earlier in the Feb. 1 meeting Graham told council it appeared bids
on Phase One of the Happy Creek
Road Project – Commerce Ave. to
Sixth St. – would come in as much
as $3.5 million under estimate) and
poise the town to take advantage of
an eventually rebounding economy.
Also in November, Sayre lobbied
council to include an across the
board 2.5-percent staff cost of living (COLA) increase (a $250,000
expenditure), as well as moving
forward on construction of a new,
state of the art police headquarters
to help fight off what he perceives as
a growing tide of lawlessness in the
community.
“And this is just the beginning,”
Mayor Tewalt warned on Feb. 1,
pointing to looming expenses, including a mandated wastewater
plant upgrade projected at $30 to
$40-million.
But as the impasse on advertising a
real estate rate hike persisted, Tewalt
asked, “So we’re at gridlock?”
With no response the mayor said,
“I’m going to go ahead and break it

and authorize advertising a 10-cent
real estate tax rate. Council can decide and debate what they want to
do.”
Revenue streams
Potential sources cited by staff on
Feb. 1 to balance projected town

revenue losses included:
· a 14 cent personal property tax
hike (from 60 cents to 74 cents),
a projected revenue stream of
$120,000;
· a $5 hike to the $20 town auto decal, a $50,000 revenue stream;
· a 1 or 2-cent hike to the town’s 4cent meals tax, projected at $300,000

per penny;
· a 1 or 2-cent hike to the town’s
6-cent lodging tax, projected at
$50,000 per penny;
· a 10-cent per pack cigarette tax,
projected as a $250,000 revenue
stream that will, however, require
one additional full time employee in
the Finance Department to imple-

ment;
· Oh yea, and that 1, 2 or 3-cent real
estate tax hike producing $130,000
per penny.
See you at the council meeting
tax rate public hearing in about a
month, give or take a week or so – it
should be … creative.
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“Here he is in town a few days – here me and Shawn are coming out of the Daily Grind with our
coffee as he’s singing – and here you are for lunch after being on Mario’s broadcast next door at
Royal Oak Computers. It’s what Main Street is all about.” – Lucky Star owner Trevor Lipton

Local culture

From Shepherdstown to Front Royal in one musical lesson
Not exactly ‘Galway to Graceland’ but we’re not Richard Thompson & Elvis either
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Singer-songwriter Tim Walls
recently decided a change of
scenery might be helpful in getting him out of a musical rut in
his native Shepherdstown, West
Virginia. He’d done some solo
work mixing original and covers
for $50 to $100 bucks a night and
worked some gigs with a band
called 13th Step – “Progressive
metal” he told us. But hey, things
are tight everywhere and you
know what they say about the
grass being greener.
Consequently he packed up and
relocated to Front Royal, where
he has some family connections
and spent some time during his
teen years. The 26-year-old Walls
arrived in town on Jan. 25th.
Two days later he set up musical “shop” so to speak, an open
guitar case by a bench in front of
the East Main Street Daily Grind,
and began playing his guitar and
singing, more or less, for his supper.
“I had the case open trying to
make a couple bucks if anyone
wanted to throw something in.
These are tough times – there’s
no work anywhere and if it wasn’t
for my guitar it would be completely un-survivable,” Walls told
us.
Careful there, we suggested,
you may run afoul of local ordinances designed to homogenize
or profit from any “street culture”
here in River City – after all Front
Royal’s not quite the “free zone”
it was in the glory days of earning
its Helltown nickname.
“No, actually this police officer came up and stopped and
listened for a minute and talked
to me. She was really cool,” he replied.
“Do you know if her name was
Mandy by any chance?” I asked,
wondering if ace FRPD traffic cop
Mandy the po-lice mannequin
may have lost her ride to a Main
Street winter foot beat.
“No, I didn’t get her name. But
she was really nice,” Walls told
us.
Not Mandy, the taciturn town
mistress of street discipline, I figured.
“I was asking where the places

Tim Walls, center on bench, says “You mean I can
come indoors and play?!!?” during chilly lunchtime
encounter with Lucky Star owners Trevor Lipton and
Shawn Patterson (2 out of 4 ain’t bad) outside Main
Street Daily Grind.
to play in town were and someone said The Lucky Star,” Walls
said of his Jan. 27th foray into
downtown Front Royal.
As if on cue, out of the Grind
wandered two of the Lucky Star’s
owners, Trevor Lipton and Shawn
Patterson.
Per further coincidence I was
having lunch in the Star after a
News at Noon remote location
appearance at Royal Oak Computers next door, discussing the
“To Censure or Not to Censure”
shenanigans at the Front Royal

Town Council meeting the previous Monday with WZRV News
Director Mario Retrosi.
Lipton walked up and informed
me and waiter Duane Vaughan
that there was a guy playing guitar outside of the Grind who was
pretty good.
“He’s acoustic – but he’s really projecting. He’s got a strong
voice,” Lipton offered me and
Vaughan, the latter of whom has
been one of the area’s best known
and strongest musical voices for
years (I’m known for other things

One Stop Technology Shop
• Professional, Certified Technicians for
local service & repair
• Supplies, Great hours and LOW prices
• We service MANY area businesses -

			

203 E. Main St.

635-7064

www.royaloakcomputers.com

1996 Honda Civic-EX

4dr -auto, perfect
condition, low
miles.
411 N Commerce Ave. • Front Royal, VA

540-635-5209

strong – stinky opinions being
one commonly mentioned depending on who you’re talking
to).
Well if the other lunch customers don’t mind a little midday serenade, why don’t you bring him
in out of the cold to see how it
works indoors? – an impromptu
audition as it were, we suggested.
Not long after Lipton returned
with Walls and recently acquired
local friend Johnny Allen – “I
keep an eye on the money and
the guitar case,” Allen joked of his
role in “the band.”
Never too early to have a good
roadie, we agreed.

So Walls set up on stage and
went through a tastefully delivered mix of familiar and unfamiliar material. He really caught
our ear with a Pearl Jam cover,
“Black” I think it was off “Ten.”
An initial spattering of applause
grew to include the entire lunch
crowd as Walls set progressed
and Lipton suggested Vaughan
approach the Star’s newest Tim
about sitting in. – “Get your guitar out – I want to see how well
he plays with others,” Lipton told
Vaughan.
It must have gone well because
after they were done, Walls found
himself booked to open that Fri-

Serenity Yoga
“The Journey Starts Here.”

Why not yours!

www.jeepsAmillion.com

sales@frontroyalauto.com

Walls auditions for the Lucky Star lunch crowd.

was $4,990

Now Only: $4,490

Located at
U.S. Martial Arts Academy
231 B South Street
Front Royal, VA 22630

serenityyogaFR.com
The First Class
Is Free!

Patience Green
Certified Yoga Instructor

(540) 551-2159
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day night for EyeSoar, the classic
rock band fronted by Vaughan
and featuring the rhythm section of Vaughan’s brother James
and cousin Dean Smith, as well
as guitarist Keith---err, we mean
Pat Flowers.
“What should I do?” Walls
asked Vaughan about his selection of material for the weekend
evening gig.
“Whatever you want – that first
hour is yours,” Vaughan replied.
Our Reuben devoured and first
pot of coffee disposed of, we approached Walls for some info on
his background and how he happened to be in front of the Grind
that chilly January day. – “No I’m
not a groupie, I’m a guy that follows musicians around - a drummer/reporter,” I explained.
“Well, I play mostly originals
solo, and covers if I’m asked.
I’ve been writing songs about 10
years; have been influenced by
Jack Johnson, Incubus, Pearl Jam,
acts like that. I’m just a struggling
musician. I thought I’d come
to Front Royal and try to make

Friday night opening for EyeSoar.
something happen. I always liked
Front Royal, it has a nice vibe,”
Walls told us.
Three days in he found himself
with a Friday night opening gig at
the Lucky Star Lounge and promises of being splashed on the pages of the local tabloid.
“What a day,” Walls remarked
as we left him to ponder his fate

at the hands of the town’s most
scathing music and political critic.
“It’s a nice story about Main
Street,” Lipton offered as he saw
the tabloid wheels spinning in
our seedy little brain. “Here he
is in town a few days – here me
and Shawn are coming out of the
Daily Grind with our coffee as

Local culture

Walls attracts guitarist Dan Devine to sit in for a few
numbers on Friday night - maybe something’s happening already.
he’s singing – and here you are
for lunch after being on Mario’s
weekly radio broadcast next door
at Royal Oak Computers. It’s
what Main Street is all about and
what we’re all working toward.
– Be nice, Roger.”
I carefully set pen to “Profes-

sional (Tabloid) Reporter’s Notebook”:
A trip to Hell - town
“After being beaten to within an
inch of his life for singing without
a permit by enraged FRPD traffic

Center

235 South Street - Front Royal!!!

Valentines’ Special Gift Certiﬁcates
Relax, Renew & Energize
Yoga: 4 classes for $20
Or 1 month unlimited Yoga $50

Massage: 1 hour Aromatherapy massage $60
Or couples massage with 2 therapists $120
Wellness: 2 wellness counseling sessions,
profile & 1 Free seminar pass $30
Or 1 month unlimited wellness sessions $50
Energy: Aura Imaging gift certificate $35 single
Or $50 for a couple

Sunday Feb 14 Valentines’ Day
“Dinner & a Movie”

A full course gourmet organic dinner @ 5 PM
The menu will be, your choice of these organic foods
Garlic bread or Italian toast served
w/fresh tomato Bruschetta
Caesar salad or Gorgonzola/apple/cranberry/walnut salad
Grandma's chicken soup or Black Bean Salsa soup
Vegetable Lasagna or Seafood Newburg
Sautéed Medley of Italian vegetables
Tiramisu, chocolate covered strawberries or
chocolate covered figs
Followed by the movie “Fresh” @ 6 PM
Only $30 per person – Advance Reservations A Must!

Can Be Done Online Or Via Phone ~

New Life Group LLC (866) 747 - 5355
Check our event schedule and other offerings online ~ www.TheGreenOutlets.com
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mannequin Mandy, or Cruella as
she’s affectionately known around
the stationhouse, Shepherdstown
musician Tim Walls found himself drug to safety by a kindly East
Main Street shopkeeper and re-

covering Brit, who immediately
put him to work singing for his
supper and washing silverware
for slave wages before being sold
into total and abject musical slavery to King Dewey the First, or is

239 C. South Street
Front Royal, VA 22630
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it the second??
“Would anyone hear of his
plight and come to his rescue before it was too late?
“He soon despaired of his fate
and the fate of those he loved in

this land at the outer reaches of
Dante’s Helltown Inferno on the
banks of the forked Rivers Styx.
Your goose is cooked, little buddy, unless …

(Stay tuned for future installments of “Helltown Chronicles”
right here in WC Report)

The “Classics” of Country
Music can be found on

Phone: 540-635-6900 • Fax: 540-635-1900
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2008 Ford F-150 4x4
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Your Hometown Station for over
60 Years is proud to be the
home of all the Country Classics.
Johnny Cash, Reba McEntire, Garth Brooks,
Willie Nelson, Waylon Jennings, Patsy Cline, Alabama,
George Jones, Barbara Mandrell, Tammy Wynette, Mickey
Gilley, Ronnie Milsap, George Strait,
Merle Haggard, Johnny Paycheck, Dolly Parton,
Marty Robbins, Kenny Rogers, The Oak Ridge Boys,
Alan Jackson, Mel Tillis, Tanya Tucker, Eddie Rabbitt, Charlie
Pride, The Judds, Vince Gill, Hank Williams, Jr., Conway
Twitty, Randy Travis, Crystal Gayle,
and many more!

The home of the award winning News at Noon and
The Valley Today Programs, the best music, local
news, up-to-date weather with local meteorologist
Kemp Miller, Warren County and
Skyline High School sports…

It’s all right here!!
Serving Front Royal and Warren County since 1948

9 Commerce Avenue • Front Royal, VA 22630
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FRLP Would Like To Thank All Those In The Community For Their
Time, General Kindness, Willingness To Listen,
And Friendship These Past Few Years.

“If we want things to stay as they are,
					 things will have to change.” - Giuseppe Tomasi

www.FrontRoyalPlan.com

Bill Barnett 			
David Vazzana 			
Joe Duggan
billbarnett@hughes.net 		
dvazzana@gmail.com 		
jduggan@jdugganassociates.com

Haircuts $9.99

Enjoy the Benefits of Working with a
Local Mortgage Company

Blue Ridge Barber Shop

• 100% financing Available
• Government Approved Lender

Royal Plaza Shopping Center - Next To Blockbuster
Credits Cards Accepted / Gift Cards Available

Your Hometown Lender

540-660-1333 • 540-635-1457

Open 7 Days A Week

www.hometownlender.net
sspiewak@hometownlender.net
Royal Plaza Shopping Center

Licensed by the Virginia State Corporation
Commission, MC-3749

Rich & Sally
Spiewak

Chippewa Loggers
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‘At the bridge’ 533 E. Main St.Front Royal, VA
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415 - B - South St. Front Royal, VA

540-635-9552

437-A South Royal Avenue
Front Royal, VA 22630

540-635-9808

www.samsneadrealty.com • Fax: 540-635-7128 • Toll Free: 800-292-3548

3850 Long Meadow Road • Middletown, VA

Beautiful New England
farm house with magnificent views. Features include living room with bay
window, brick fire place in
REDUCED to country kitchen, beamed
ceilings, hardwood floors
$475,000 throughout, baths with
marble, corian and tile, 14x25 glassed-in (Pella) porch,
Anderson windows, oversized 2 car garage w/opener and
Vermont slate foyer & porch.This 14 acre property is open
pasture land good for horses or mini farm.

MLS#WR6639856 • $475,000
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Food

Eating like it’s 1985
Local restaurant part of sister store’s 25 year anniversary celebration
By Misty Higgins
Warren County Report
As restaurants come and go
through the years, a Front Royal
restaurant is celebrating sister
store Cork Street Tavern’s having
stood the test of time for a quarter century.
Royal Oak Tavern, located at
101 W. 14th Street, is featuring
a series of monthly specials that
owner Anthony Andriola is calling a “throwback menu,” offering
selected items for the same price
they were on the menu at Cork
Street in 1985 when the restaurant opened.
Marketing
Communications
Coordinator, Sonja Ford, said that
monthly specials feature an appetizer, sandwich and an entrée at
the original price. This month’s
specials include nachos for $3.25,
hot ham and cheese sandwich on
Sourdough bread for $3.25 and
the Gulf shrimp entrée for $8.95.
The restaurant has been under
Andriola’s ownership since its
2002 opening and has a small staff
that serves its clientele comprised
mostly of repeat local customers,
tourists and hotel referrals. Even
the regulars have struggled to remain regular though, Andriola
said.
In response, management has
put an emphasis on entertainment and is offering specials all

to accommodate customers. Ford
said that Royal Oak Tavern also
features a rewards program and
the company interacts with customers on a social networking
site.
“We are having fun on Facebook,” she said. “And catering to
the social networking aspect.”
Kitchen manager Mike Kline
echoed that sentiment. “You’ve
got to give something back to the
customer,” he said. “We like to
have fun. And this is a hot spot for
tourists to come and get a taste of
Front Royal.”
The throwback special works
well for customers in a struggling
economy, Andriola said. “We have
a lot of loyal customers that have
been coming in for years. But
they are definitely cutting back,”
Andriola said. “They are changing
what they are buying.”
In addition to Cork Street and
Royal Oak Taverns, Andriola is
the also the owner of New Town
Tavern in Stephens City and the
Spring House Tavern in Woodstock. One of the original five
owners back in 1985, Andriola
has slowly bought out the remaining partners over the years
to become the sole owner of the
four restaurants.
Ford said the throwback menu
is planned to run monthly in addition to daily and weekly food and
beverage specials. Royal Oak Tav-

In order to attract customers who are going out and
spending less, management at Royal Oak Tavern
have added entertainment, feature low-priced specials, and interact with customers on a social networking site.
ern features a menu of continental fare including steak, seafood,
burgers, salads and sandwiches,
a full-service bar and entertainment. With a variety of other restaurants in the area, Ford said it
has been difficult to compete, but
that people are still coming out.
“People want to have fun.”
Weekly entertainment includes
free poker on Wednesday night,
Karaoke on Monday and Saturday
nights and live music on Thursday
nights.
With the ordinance that no longer allows smoking inside restaurants, food sales have increased in
restaurants that formerly allowed
smoking.
The affiliation with Cork Street
and its continued success serves
the other three restaurants as
well. “What’s nice is all the restaurants have the same menu,”

DJ·s Upholstery
Chairs,
Sofa’s,
Ottoman’s

Nothing Too Big
One of the three specials for February, Nachos are
offered this month at Royal Oak Tavern at the 1985
original Cork Street Tavern menu price of $3.25.

Call Darlene - 635.8242
or
Terry - 636.4631

Ford said. “It’s nice to have part
of the company in your area. You
don’t have to go far from home.”
“You can come out and see a
familiar face, get a fresh cooked
meal, have fun with good people
in a nice, smoke-free restaurant,”
Kline added.
Having been a restaurant owner
for 25 years, Andriola is familiar with the high turnover rate
among employees. Royal Oak
Tavern boasts not only some longevity in the industry but also
with its employees. “The regulars are definitely more comfortable seeing the same faces stick
around year after year,” Ford said.
“And Anthony is a great guy to
work for.”
Of his stores’ success and Cork

Kitchen manager, Mike
Kline, sits in the bar area
of Royal Oak Tavern in
Front Royal. The restaurant is celebrating sister
store Cork Street Tavern’s 25 year anniversary
celebration and offering
monthly specials all year
long at the original 1985
prices.
Street’s 25 year anniversary, Andriola, along with Bennett, expressed their pleasure at watching the stores succeed through
the years. “It’s a landmark,” Andriola said. “It’s good.”
“I think it’s absolutely amazing,”
Ford said. “First of all to be in
business for 25 years. And I think
it’s great that he can offer deals
like he has.”
To contact Royal Oak Tavern,
call 540-551-9953 or find the
restaurant online through Facebook using the restaurant’s name.
The restaurant is open Monday
through Saturday 11 a.m. until 1
a.m. and Sunday 12 p.m. until 10
p.m. A website is currently in the
works for Royal Oak Tavern and
should be operational soon.

Mid Winter Sale
FEBRUARY 18-20, 2010

Special Hours: Thursday-Saturday 9-5
CLOTH
PEDDLER

5330 Main St.
Stephens City, VA

(540) 868-9020

• 15% off all 1Yd. cuts and above
• 10% off all other cuts
• Special rack
– Values starting at $2.50 a Yd.
• 100+ Bolts at $5.00 a Yd.

clothpeddler.com • Christmas Fabrics: 25-50% off
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Gas prices

Martin’s Gas Station opens Front Royal location
I’ll have a dozen cans of fava beans and fill ’er up – wait, that’s double jeopardy

Sue is here to help!
#1

List or Buy with the
Top Selling Agent
for Long & Foster • Webber &
Associates • Front Royal Office
Sue Kinyon Realtor, ABR
510 N. Royal Ave • Front Royal, Va. 22630
622-6353 • C - 683-1014 • suekinyon@mris.com

Wear It Again, Kid!
Children’s Consignment
Boutique Semi Annual
$10 Fill a Bag Event!
Fri. Feb. 12th 8-5
Sat. Feb. 13th 10-5
Sun. Feb. 14th 11-4 (Only $5 a bag)

By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
A much-anticipated – at least
for those who drive – fueling up option opened in Front
Royal on Jan. 20th. The Martin’s
Gas Station, cattycorner across
South Street from Martin’s
Grocery Store, gives local drivers another lower price option
that pays even more dividends
to the grocery store’s patrons.
“We’re the cheapest in town,”
Martin’s Assistant Manager
Doug Anders said of the station’s base price. “And if you
take advantage of our shopping
point bonus system it’s 10 cents
cheaper than that.”
Anders explained that taking
advantage of Martin’s bonus
card shopping earns one point
for every dollar spent in the
store, save for a variety of exempt items. Every 100 points
earns a 10-cent discount on gas
at the station.
Exempt items include “luxury” items like alcohol, lottery
tickets and cigarettes, as well as
some fundamental staples like
milk and eggs that could “bank-

rupt” the system if included.
Anders said he believed the
Front Royal station was Martin’s
sixth in the region. Other locations include two in Winchester,
and one each in Stephen’s City,
Culpeper and Harrisonburg.
For those living out in the
county “burbs” every penny
on gas helps – and eases the
pain of those $150 pre-state of
emergency snowfall food runs.
– Don’t forget to scan that bonus card before you pump.

To advertise in
Warren County
Report:

Contact Alison at

$
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angie@warrencountyreport.com
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TARGET SHOPPING CENTER,
FRONT ROYAL

540-635-9960
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QUALITY!

50

“ONE PRICE CLEANERS”
Organic/Healthy

Most Clothing Items

Mens Dress Shirts

$1 each

2 or more w/coupon

2 Locations:

311 W. Washington St. Charles Town, WV
304-725-7549
2013 S. Loudoun St. Winchester, VA 540-665-0683

alisond@warrencountyreport.com

Crooked Run Cleaners
Open: Mon. - Fri.
7am - 7pm
Sat. 9am - 6pm
Closed Sunday

First Run Merchandise, NO JUNK!
All seasons clothing (newborn thru Juniors,
Maternity) Books, Toys, DVD’s, Baby Gear
Over 5000 Eligible items in each store!

Shirts - $1.25 -- 2 or more
Household Items Excluded
• Comforters $25 - ea.
• Down Comforters $35 - ea.
PREPAYMENT REQUIRED

Mountain
Fence
We Install Fences Year Round!
Call today
for a FREE
estimate in
Northern
VA or
Shenandoah
Valley

• Wood
• Vinyl
• Aluminum
• Chain Link

Call: 540-635-9981 or
703-606-5327
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Internet

South River broadband-Internet drive gains steam
Several hundred people and
178 households in the South
River District of Warren County
have joined a campaign demanding that their phone company,
CenturyLink, and their cable
company, Comcast, provide
higher speed Internet services
in areas that are now “Internet
Dead Zones” and badly underserved.
Jerome Aumente, a Long
Mountain resident and retired
Rutgers University professor
who initiated the campaign, reports that 268 individuals and
178 households have joined in
the fight for DSL phone services
and broadband cable services in
the Browntown, Bentonville and
surrounding areas of the South
River District. This was the latest count in mid-January, the cut
off date for names to be added
to the list. The campaign began
last summer on a single road but
spread like wildfire as publicity
about the effort increased. As a
result of e-mail and phone networking, community meetings

and published articles the campaign reached its current level of
participation.
“People of all ages from entire
families with school children
to young, middle aged and elderly have signed on, urgently
requesting that high-speed Internet be installed,” Aumente
said. “Their stories are especially
heart-breaking during this economic downturn: realtors and
builders unable to sell properties or build new homes in the
Internet Dead Zones; businesses
that cannot operate from home
offices; school children unable to
do online, homework research,
and office workers who want to
reduce auto travel costs and telecommute but cannot do so with
inadequate Internet.”
The petitions will be submitted
to CenturyLink and Comcast in
the coming weeks. Simultaneously, copies will be sent to elected and regulatory officials at the
county, state and federal levels
asking that they support the citizen requests for improved ser-

Alive and Kickin’
All Kinds of Guitar Lessons!!

•Also Bass Guitar, Mandolin, & Banjo lessons•
Also carry: Strings ~Picks ~ Music Stands ~ Books ~ Select Instruments

Mr. D’s Beginner Book & Mr. D’s Blues Book
(Best deal in Front Royal)
also available at Royal Oak Book Store
•Acoustic Shop Jam ~ Thursdays 8 til 10pm•
11 W. Prospect St. Front Royal
www.guitararama.com
Shop -540-631-4188
Cell -703-536-6929

vice. Meanwhile, the petitioners
are also exploring possible alliances with other local groups
seeking government grants in
Warren County to create community-operated wireless Internet delivery if all else fails.
A neighbor, Pat Shotton, last
summer put Aumente in touch
with others who helped. Jackie
Hodgkiss who edits the Browntown Community Center Association newsletter publicized
the campaign, and meetings she
organized at the center gave the
petition drive added momentum. Pat Clark, a realtor who
lives in the area, placed petitions
at Tom Lacombe’s general store
in Browntown and at Hidden
Springs Senior Living in Bentonville and also played a key role
in the campaign. Among those
signing the petitions are computer and information technology specialists who live in the area
and have offered their expertise
in negotiations. Recent stories
in the local press also spurred a
burst of new signups, Aumente
reports.
Linda Glavis, the Warren
County Supervisor representing
the South River District strongly
supported the Internet drive.
Glavis asked County Administrator Doug Stanley to gather
household demographics to help
in negotiations with the Internet
providers. As a result of a Feb.
2 work session presentation by
Glavis, including Stanley’s demographic map of the area, the
Warren County Board of Supervisors appears poised to approve
a Resolution of Support of the
movement at its Feb. 16 meeting.
Aumente believes the timing is
excellent for the Internet drive
because Embarq, the local phone

McCoy’s
Cookie
Jars FOR SALE!
540-683-9197

company was recently bought by
CenturyTel, a Monroe, Louisiana
based company, to form a new
company CenturyLink. CenturyTel and Embarq together have
operations in 33 states and approximately 7.5 million access
lines and more than 2.1 million
broadband customers. CenturyTel bought Embarq for $6 billion
in stocks and assumed Embarq’s
$5 billion debt and has launched
a publicity campaign to introduce itself to Warren County.
CenturyTel promised the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) in getting merger approval it would build high-speed
Internet services to 80% of its
customer base in three years,
Aumente said, and sees that as a
hopeful sign to build upon.
The petitioners want the phone
company to expand its DSL
higher speed digital Internet
services to its customers more
rapidly. They also want Comcast
cable company to speed up its
installation of broadband lines
to areas now beyond the fringe
of its services. By law, Comcast
only needs to do this when 20
households are built along a
linear mile, but the petitioners
want the service contract reviewed, and if possible, renegotiated to speed up service. “These
phone and cable companies are
given exclusive, lucrative, long
term monopolies to provide services in Warren County and we
need to be sure elected officials
and regulatory agencies protect
the public interest in reviewing
company performance and timely service upgrades ” Aumente
insisted.
Among the petition signers are
some who say they have tried
and are dissatisfied with satellite Internet delivery services,

describing these as too costly;
too restrictive on the amounts
of data that can be downloaded;
hampered by blackouts during
bad weather, or customer overload in peak hours that can bring
online delivery to a crawl.
At a time when many customers are dropping their land lines
and replacing them with wireless cell phones, Aumente said,
CenturyLink can preserve and
expand its client base with higher speed DSL before customers
turn elsewhere for high speed
Internet. And with Comcast, the
cable company has a unique opportunity to offer a bundle of services including Internet, phone
and television in rapidly growing areas of the county which are
now underserved.
Aumente and his wife, Mary,
have owned a home in Warren
County since 1985. His activities
as a professor emeritus in the
School of Communication and
Information at Rutgers University include training of journalists
and assistance to universities in
the United States and overseas.
He found that his frustration
with slow dial-up services for
the Internet was shared not only
by his neighbors but among the
hundreds who have signed on to
the campaign for high speed Internet.
“Ironically in this time of economic recession we have hundreds of people wanting to become paying customers for better
Internet services with CenturyLink or Comcast,” Aumente
said. “Internet is a resource as
important as water, electricity or
phone services and a significant
part of Warren County’s population is tired of being left out of
the loop.”
Those interested in joining
the petition drive can still do so
by contacting Jerome Aumente
at his e-mail address: aumente@
rutgers.edu with their names,
postal address, phone number
and e-mail address and stating
their willingness to sign the petition. Names will be added in an
ongoing, rolling campaign until it achieves its goals of higher
speed Internet services.
(From release)
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The news
Local student makes ODU Dean’s List
Francesca Sayre, the daughter of Tom
and Carla Sayre of Front Royal, was
named to the Dean’s List for the Fall of
2009 semester at Old Dominion University. She is a Fashion Merchandising
major in the Darden College of Education. To make the list, students must be
enrolled full time and have a grade point
average of 3.4 or higher, with no grade
below a C.
FR Rotary donates to Haiti relief
efforts

Get Ready for Spring Planting:
Join the Arbor Day Foundation In
February and Receive 10 Free Blue
Spruce Trees
Now is the perfect time to start thinking about the spring planting season, and
the Arbor Day Foundation is offering an
ideal way for everyone to plant trees
when the weather turns warm.
Every person from Virginia who joins
the Arbor Day Foundation in February
will receive 10 free Colorado blue spruce
trees.
The 10 free Colorado blue spruce trees
are part of the nonprofit Foundation’s
Trees for America campaign.
“Colorado blue spruces will give yearround beauty to homes in Virginia with
their silver blue-green color and attractive conical shape,” said John Rosenow,
chief executive of the Arbor Day Foundation. “They will also add to the proud
heritage of Virginia’s 54 Tree City USA
communities. For more than 30 years,
Tree City USA has supported community forestry across Virginia, and planting
these graceful trees will add to this vital
tree-planting tradition.”
The trees will be shipped postpaid
at the right time for planting between
March 1 and May 31 with enclosed
planting instructions. The 6- to 12-inch
trees are guaranteed to grow, or they will
be replaced free of charge.
Members also receive a subscription
to the Foundation’s colorful bimonthly
publication, Arbor Day, and The Tree
Book with information about tree planting and care.
To become a member of the Foundation and receive the free trees, send a
$10 contribution to TEN FREE COLORADO BLUE SPRUCE TREES, Arbor
Day Foundation, 100 Arbor Avenue, Nebraska City, NE 68410, by February 26,
2010, or go to www.arborday.org/February.
Couch to 5K
HealthSource Chiropractic and Progressive Rehab is hosting a “Couch to
5K”. Please call HealthSource at 540635-4440 if you would like to participate
and get more information. This will kick
off on March 1st, 2010 so registration
begins January 25th, 2010. This is great
for those who would like to learn how
to run or to just get out to exercise with
others.

The Front Royal Rotary Club has donated $7,200 towards Haitian relief efforts. According to President Michael
Williams, the Club has purchased six
and a half Shelter Boxes through Shelterbox (http://shelterbox.org/) to be sent to
Haiti.
Each ShelterBox is a large, rugged,
green plastic container that holds a 10person tent and a range of other equipment. In general, typical box contents
could include:
• Thermal blankets and insulated ground
sheets
• Waterproof ponchos and bin bags
• A multi-fuel stove that can burn anything from diesel to old paint!
• Cooking pans, utensils, bowls and
mugs
• Collapsible water containers and water
purification tablets
• A basic tool kit – hammer, axe, saw,

pliers, hoe head, trenching shovel, rope,
etc
• A small children’s pack containing
drawing books, crayons, pens, etc.
Shelter Box is a grassroots Rotary
club project which has rapidly grown to
an international level. The Shelter Box
project was conceived and developed by
Tom Henderson, a member of the Rotary Club of Helston-Lizard, Cornwall
District, in Great Britain as their Millennium Service Project. Struck with
the urgent world-wide need for a selfcontained emergency shelter unit when
disaster occurs, Tom designed a tent,
researched suppliers and, through trial
and error, developed the Shelter Box.
The international relief agency Feed the
Children has called Tom’s Shelter Box
“the best disaster relief tool they have
seen in their 20 years of experience’.
Working primarily through UK Rotary
clubs, Tom and his Rotary club have
succeeded in exposing the Shelter Box
project to over 25 million Brits and, as
a result, distributed needed shelter for
approximately one-third of a million
people in the last six years. Additional
information on the program can be
found at http://www.shelterboxusa.org/
Default.aspx .
The Club has also donated $700 towards the Haitian relief effort through
the Rotary Foundation’s designated fund
to help get funds and relief to the people
of Haiti
According to current Club President
Michael Williams, “The Club members
want to do our small part to aid those in

YOUR RETIREMENT SAVINGS MAY BENEFIT

FROM NEW 2010 TAX LAW CHANGES.

If you’re looking for tax-free opportunities for retirement,
now is a great time to talk because tax law changes have
created new reasons to consider converting to a Roth
IRA, including:
• No income limit on conversions
• Ability to split your conversion amount equally and
report it as income for tax years 2011 and 2012

need in Haiti. Our thoughts and prayers
go out to the victims and their families.”

Deputy Brad Pugh and the late
Logan during happier times.
Sheriff’s Office stunned by canine
poisonings

is investigating the poisoning of two retired Warren County Sheriff ’s Office canines and an active duty Warren County
Sheriff ’s Office canine that occurred in
the Rivermont area of Warren County
between Jan. 20 and Jan. 21.
“Logan”, a retired Warren County
Sheriff ’s Office canine had to be euthanized due to the severity of his injuries.
“Miso”, another retired Warren County
sheriff ’s Office canine, “Ammo”, an active
duty Warren County Sheriff ’s Office canine, and “Zeus” a personal canine pet,
were aggressively treated and are recovering from their injuries.
At this point it is believed the poisonings were an isolated incident that may
have been personally motivated, rather
than specifically targeting law enforcement canines. Sheriff Daniel McEathron,
who worked with dogs in law enforcement earlier in his career, verified that
the dogs were all in the care of Deputy
Brad Pugh.
Anyone having information about
this case is urged to contact Investigator
Chris Williams at the WCSO at 540 6357100.

The Warren County Sheriff ’s Office

Reliance Woods
Choice home sites
available at drastic price
reductions to savvy
buyers who act quickly.
Build now or later using
our suggested builders
or yours. All lots have
approved perc sites and
are ready to go.

Connie Smallwood
www.reliancewoods.com • 540.551.2162

Dominion Health and Fitness
9816 Winchester Road • Front Royal

Call today to discuss how this
opportunity may benefit you.
Edward Jones, its employees and financial advisors are not estate planners and
cannot provide tax or legal advice. Please consult your attorney or qualified tax
advisor regarding your situation.

Richard L. Mason
Financial Advisor

Bret W. Hrbek
Financial Advisor

21 Lee Street
Front Royal, VA 22630
540-635-6830

Holly Hill Professional Center
986 John Marshall Hwy
Suite C
Front Royal, VA 22630
540-635-8229

George L. Karnes II

Financial Advisor

115 N Royal Ave
Front Royal, VA 22630
540-635-6798

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Stressed Out? Energize your life this Fall at
Dominion Health and Fitness • Heated Pool!
and Tennis Clinics! Free Child Care! Buddy plan!

Back to School Special...Call NOW!

(540) 636-2820
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ServSafe® Food Safety Certification
The GOLD Standard for Food Safety Training
Come learn from the industry’s
best! Our instructor, Kevin
Scott, brings years of global
experience to the classroom.
He has just one rule in class

Missing Cat
Her name is Puss ‘n Boots.
She is a small brown tabby with some orange and
her left ear is eartipped
(clipped). She is about 12
years old. She was last
seen on Highridge Road a
couple of weeks ago and
we are offering a reward
to anyone that returns her
back to us. She is a little
skittish around people she
doesn’t know, but we would
ask that if anyone sees her
to please feed her and keep
her there so that we can
come and get her.
If Anyone Has Seen Her
or Has Information
Please Call

703-975-8273

“have fun and learn!”





Meets the “Person in Charge” requirement of the Health Department
Successful participants earn a five-year ServSafe Certification
All materials included to get certified today (class price $145)
Feb 18, Thu, 8:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m., Middletown campus
Feb 25, Thu, 8:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m., Fauquier campus
Apr 15, Thu, 8:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m., Middletown

Register Today!
Visit us at www.LFCCworkforce.com
or contact us at 540-868-7021.

FRLP Proposed
Rezoning:
The Facts!

• FRLP has proposed rezoning 149.3 acres from the R-E zoning classification, allowing 1
unit per acre, to the R1-A zoning classification, allowing no more than 2.2 single
family detached homes per acre, or a maximum of 320 homes. Over 45 acres will be
permanent open space.
• The proposed Rezoning will contribute 7.308 million dollars in cash and infrastructure
improvements to the Community and an additional 3.2 million in Water and Sewer
connection fees.
~ Improvements to 606 and Happy Creek Road intersection prior to the 25th and 50th
building permit. Including east and westbound turn lanes on H.C. Road and a traffic light
~ Fully dedicated and constructed community park to include one multi-purpose playing
field, basketball court, and playground.
~ Applicant will construct approximately 2.2 miles of a future east-west connector road below provided that the town
constructs the remaining 4/10ths of a mile.
• The alternative development option, the by-right plan, will have 99 1 acre lots with no open space and a total community
contribution of $990,000 - all in water and sewer connection fees.

www.FrontRoyalPlan.com

Bill Barnett 			
David Vazzana 			
Joe Duggan
billbarnett@hughes.net 		
dvazzana@gmail.com 		
jduggan@jdugganassociates.com
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The news

McAlister’s to hold Skyline fundraiser

CHECK US OUT... WE MATCH THE BIG BOX STORE PRICES!!

On Monday, Feb. 15th, McAlister’s Deli
will be hosting a fundraiser night from
5pm to 8pm for Skyline High School’s
boys basketball team. Members of the
community are encouraged to come in
and dine. A percentage of proceeds will
go directly to the team’s efforts to purchase new equipment. For more information, please contact Heather Ricks
at McAlister’s Deli at (301) 651-6970
or Robin Kelce with the Skyline High
School Booster Club at rkelce@wcps.
k12.va.us

“Original New

Solid Surface Promotion (starting at $40 a sq.ft),
with FREE sink and several edge profile options

Snuggle Up With Peter Rabbit
The Winter Reading Club at Samuels
Public Library has begun! Children ages
0-18 are invited to “Snuggle Up With
Peter Rabbit,” by curling up with some
good books and coming to the library to
receive prizes for what they’ve read. The
Winter Reading Club runs through February 27. For more information please
call (540) 635-3153 or visit the library’s
website at www.samuelslibrary.net

Did you know
we do
commercial work?


Original “New Look” Design

PLUS we offer professional,
personalized service at a
discounted price,

design


Come by and let us show YOU...
Countertops, Cabinets and More,
conveniently located IN TOWN

FRSA Spring 2010 Registration
*Registration online is NOW ACTIVE.
Go to www.frontroyalsoccer.com and
click on regstration online link. **Reg-

   
New
    Look
 
Kitchen
&
  
 the
 
Serving
Bath
   
Community

By Kevin S. Engle
Warren County Report

Visit Our Showroom Today


Elna Boyles,
long-time resident of Front Royal,
A Gift to Your Loved
One
has in turn given her children peace of mind
SECURITY, COMFORT & CARE
for her well-being in her coming years!

The Boyles Family has given this to their mother.

Elna Boyles, long-time resident of Front Royal,

Elna
long-time
resident
has inBoyles,
turn given her
children peace
of mind
for her well-being
her coming
years!
of Front
Royal, inhas
in turn
given
her children peace of mind for her
well-being in her coming years!

Call today
to schedule
personal
Call today
to schedule
your your
personal
tour!tour!

(540) 636-2008
(540)
636-2008

8 miles south of Front Royal off
8 miles south of thescenic
Skyline Drive
340 entrance
973
Mt.Mt.
Rd., Rd.,
Bentonville,
Va.
973Buck
Buck
Bentonville,
Va.
www.hiddenspringsseniorliving.com

Call today to schedule your personal tour!

(540) 636-2008

8 miles south of the Skyline Drive entrance

Rotary Community Service Grant
The Rotary Club of Front Royal is now
accepting applications for its Annual
Community Service Grant from organizations whose activities promote and
enhance the quality of life for citizens of

Engle’s Angle: Not in my House!


for 
over
28






years! Join


our family of

for
 less!
     
satisfied
 

clients!
   

www.newlookkitchenandbath.com
322 N. Royal Ave., Front Royal
540-635-8020

ister through the mail. Visit www.frontroyalsoccer.com and click on registration form link. Print registration forma
and mail it along with payment to:
FRSA Registar
PO Box 471
Front Royal, VA 22630
***Register in person at the FRSA Office Saturday February 13th and 20th
10:00 AM to 2:00 PM. FRSA Office is
located in the Middle of Main building behind Daily Grind. You may enter
through Daily Grind from Main Street
or there is parking inthe rear off Jackson
Street.
Registration Deadline is February
28th. To avoid a late fee of $25.00 - register now!
Registration in FRSA is open to children born on or before September 30,
2004.
New player must provide a copy of
their birth certificate prior to being
placed on a team.
If you have any questions: Please call
540-635-2966

Wednesday
9:27PM – My wife and I retire for the evening.
We’re leaving in the morning to spend a long
weekend with family and friends. We need a good
night’s rest.
11:43 – We both sit up in bed. What’s the strange
noise coming from the kitchen pantry?
11:43:05 – I jump out of the sack, knowing what I
need to do. Sort of. Ok, I’ve never done this before, but call it instinct. I’m protecting my house
and my wife. I grab one of my bedroom slippers.
I’d rather not, but I’m willing to sacrifice it for the
cause.
11:43:20 – I open the pantry doors but don’t see it.
I begin emptying the pantry.
11:44 – The culprit, the intruder, the mouse, is spotted, scurrying about hither and thither. My pulse
skyrockets.
11:45 – My wife joins me in the kitchen. We quickly
hatch a plan. It includes my bedroom slipper
and the vacuum cleaner. The vacuum cleaner is
plugged in and ready to go.
11:47 – All glass jars are removed from the pantry.
The gallon jugs of water are strategically positioned
to prevent escape. My pulse is still at an elevated
level. I’m confident we’ll achieve our goal.
11:49 – Operation Mouse Trap is a go. I hold the
vacuum hose with one hand and my bedroom slipper with the other. My wife turns on the vacuum
cleaner. Sensing danger, the mouse hides between
the wall and one of the water jugs. As I get closer,
he jumps. So do I. Somehow he escapes the containment area and runs across the kitchen floor. My
wife screams. I curse. We were so close.
Thursday
12:15AM – we return to bed, having reset a trap to
catch him alive. PETA would be happy. Sleep is
futile. My adrenaline is flowing like a raging river.
12:45 – we again hear strange noises coming from

the pantry.
12:50:15 – the trap clicks shut.
12:50:16 – I run to the kitchen, throw open the
pantry doors and curse. The trap is empty. The
bait gone.
12:59 – I look in the phone book but can’t find the
number. They’re not listed. How can they not be
listed? I’m irritated. I track down a receipt and call
the number. Yes, they’re open and they have the
goods.
1:13 – I leave for Walmart. I’m not happy. I don’t
like to shop. I particularly don’t like to shop at 1:13
in the morning.
1:33 – I arrive at Walmart. My mood hasn’t gotten
any better. I park at the wrong entrance. Only one
door is open this time of day.
1:42 – I walk back to my car toting $23.99 in assorted varieties of mouse traps. My wife will know
what to use.
2:03 – I arrive home, still not excited how my day
is going. I should be counting sheep, not chasing
mice.
2:07 – my wife greets me in the kitchen and we
begin assessing our mouse catching options.
2:15 – I place three traps in the pantry. They range
from the standard old fashioned variety to the ultradeluxe Taj Mahal version.
2:20:01 – Our uninvited guest enters the Taj Mahal,
enticed by the smell of creamy peanut butter.
2:20:02 – the intruder enters mouse heaven.
2:21 – I relocate the Taj Mahal outside, just to be
sure there are no more escapes.
2:35 – we set the other traps, in case he was entertaining friends.
2:45 – we go back to bed, pleased with the outcome.
2:50 – I fall asleep.
2:55 – I open one eye. What was that sound?
The writer hasn’t been sleeping well lately. He
keeps having the same dream. He’s at Disney.
Someone is stalking him. It’s a big mouse. And he
wants revenge.
-kevinengle456@comcast.net
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BRAND NEW INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY

The news

VIDEO SECURITY SYSTEM
RAC Security Systems, Inc
315 East 14th Street Front Royal, VA 22630

We Have
It First!

540-635-8231

DCJS #11-1343

System Features

Two Way Voice
Totally Wireless & Supervised
Cellular Communication
Email Notification by PDA,
Computer or Cell Phone
Real time Video
Video Night Vision up
to 14 feet
Pet Immune Motion Detectors
Tamper on all Devices
Four Year Batteries on
all Devices
Does not Compromise Privacy
UL Central Station
Ownership after Four Years

The Affordable Solution

Our Patriot Watch
Security System

includes Control Panel/Keypad,
2 Key Fobs, 2 Door Transmitters,
1 Video Motion Detector

ONLY $48 DOWN

*48 month contract at $38 month
Video clip forwarding
is currently FREE
*Monitoring contract required

HEAR, SEE, SPEAK

Eyeglass
ctory

nandoah Avenue
Royal

1/2

All
OFF Frames
When purchasing frames & lenses. Does Not Include
Drilled Rimless Frames. Cannot Be Combined With
Insurances. Expires 02/27/10

636-2020

iday 9:00 am-5:30 p.m.
00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

NOW ACCEPTING MOST
MAJOR INSURANCE
PLANS

211644

Front Royal/Warren County. Organizations must be not-for-profit, and benefit
local citizens. The grant is a contribution of up to Seven Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($7,500).
It is preferred that the grant is to be
used in the following manner: as seed
money to start a “bricks and mortar” or
equipment project, and not for general
or operational expenses; however, it is
not the intention of Rotary to exclude a
worthwhile and deserving project.
Applications may be obtained by calling 540.683.1490; by picking up a copy at
125 S. Royal Ave. at Jack Evans Chevrolet; or by writing to the Rotary Club at
P.O. Box 85, Front Royal; or by sending a
request by e-mail to gmurphy@jechevy.
com. Completed applications must be
submitted with (10) copies, and cannot

Wildcat Baseball Camp
The Warren County Parks and Recreation Department in conjunction with
Warren County High School will be
sponsoring a Wildcat Baseball Camp,
at Warren County High School, Saturday February 6th, 1pm-4pm, 13th &
20th, 8am -11am. Camp is open to 7th
through 12th graders. Cost is $50.00 per
participant for all 3 sessions or $20.00

Now accepting appointments

•Large selection of affordable
designer eyewear lines.
•Lab on Site
•Eye exams arranged.

Dr. Sona Kalra Optometrist
•Se habla Español •Complete Eye Exams
•Contact Lenses •Services available for:
Glaucoma, Diabetes, Macular Degeneration,
and Eye Trauma
Accepting Most Insurances
Including Medicaid and Medicare

Budget Section

65

Complete Frame
& Single Vision
Lenses

$

contain any additional material other
than the application. Applications must
be delivered by no later than Friday, April
2, 2010 at 5 P.M. at Jack Evans Chevrolet,
125 S. Royal Ave., or postmarked by no
later than Friday, April 2, 2010, if mailed
to the Front Royal Rotary Club at P.O.
Box 85, Front Royal, VA 22630.

Some restrictions apply Ends 2/27/10
(Some Prescription Restrictions Apply
No Warranty No Other Discounts Apply)

Call 540-635-3600

Next to

Next to

1211 North Shenandoah Avenue
Front Royal
Handicapped Accessible

The Eyeglass
Factory
115 South Street • Front Royal
Just Up From Kmart

per individual session.
For more information contact Coach
Mathews at 540-327-9664 or via email at
vmathews@wcps.k12.va.us.
Registration forms are available at the
Warren County Parks and Recreation office.
Blue Ridge Singers Auditions
Auditions for the Blue Ridge Singers,
a community choir for adults and select high school students, will be held
Wednesday, February 10th through Friday, February 12th. Auditions will be
from 6-8 pm each day in the Skyline High
School choral room. Come prepared to
sing “My Country ‘Tis of Thee”. There
will be scheduled auditions on Wednesday and Thursday and open auditions on
Friday. To schedule a time slot on the
10th or 11th or for more information,
contact Beth Whitney at (540) 660-9062
or bwhitney@wcps.k12.va.us.
Telephone scam warning
The Warren County Sheriff ’s Office
has received several reports from citizens advising of telephone scams. These
calls are from what appears to be the
individual’s bank advising of an “issue”
with their account. An automated message will request a bank account number,
social security number, and/or credit
card number. DO NOT give out this
information. Immediately contact your
financial institution or credit card company to verify that the call is authentic.
If you have become the victim of a scam,
please contact your local law enforcement agency.

New

LOWER
PRICES

683-4226
The Ultimate Wash
			

Was

$

14

11

Now $
Only

• Presoak
• Wheel Wash
• Triple Foam Bath
• Undercarriage Wash
• Bug Buster
• Soft Touch Wash
• On Board Tire & Wheel Wash
• High Pressure Wheel & Rocker Panel Blaster
• Foaming Clearcoat Protectant
• Spot Free Rinse
• 60 HP High Velocity Blower

The Supreme Wash

				

Was

$

12

Express Wash
Now
Only

8

$

			

• Presoak
• Triple Foam Bath
• Soft Touch Wash
• Foaming Clearcoat Protectant
• Spot Free Rinse
• 30 HP High Velocity Blower

Add Rain-X® to any Wash for ONLY $3

Was $8
Now
Only

5

$

• Presoak
• Soft Touch Wash
• Spot Free Rinse

Page 32 • Warren County Report • Mid February, 2010

General assembly

To advertise in Warren County Report:
Contact Alison at alisond@warrencountyreport.com • 540-551-2072
or Angie Buterakos at angie@warrencountyreport.com - 540-683-9197

Athey’s special election bill through first hurdle
As Front Royal’s election season smolders, state revisits ‘appointee’ terms

“Well Shae, this is the way it works in a democracy,”
Clay Athey, right, may have been explaining to Shae
Parker in the spring of 2008. “But I thought this was
a Republic,” Parker may have been wondering in reply. Of course Parker hadn’t yet finished fourth in the
town election, along with Gene Tewalt’s mayoral win
setting the whole hoo-hah in motion.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Richmond: - Del. Clifford “Clay”
Athey, Jr. (R-Warren), Chairman
of the House Republican Policy
Committee, announced on Feb.
2 that his bill to fill vacancies on
local town and city councils by
special elections was unanimously passed by the Constitutional
Sub-Committee of the House
Privileges and Elections Committee.
Of course Athey has been here
before on this one, only to see
things turn south as the 2009 session ended. “Last year this bill HB
1780, passed the House 99-0 but
the Senate conference report was
rejected by the Senate on the last
day of the Session. Hopefully, this
year, I can convince the Senate to
permit the citizens to elect their
local government officials when
a vacancy in office occurs,” Athey
said in a release.
On the last day of the 2009 Virginia General Assembly Session
Athey’s bill to address the problem of the limited voting rights of
municipal body appointees was
defeated on the floor of the Virginia Senate as a result of Fairfax

and Arlington objecting to the Bill
because it did not permit special
elections in Arlington and Fairfax
to occur within 90 days of the vacancy as is currently the practice
in those two jurisdictions. This
year’s HB 1014 exempts Fairfax
and Arlington from the law in an
attempt to garner their support.
“Last year, I lost this Bill on the
final day of the Session when the
State Board of Elections insisted
on Fairfax and Arlington Counties being included in the Bill.

Hopefully, this year with those
two localities, who already hold
Special Elections to fill every
vacancy out of the Bill, HB 1014
has a better chance of passing the
Senate,” Athey says.
Over the last year multiple localities across Virginia, including
the Town of Middletown have
faced similar difficulties over
member voting rights as a result
of Councils appointing their own
members as opposed to pursuing more costly Special Elections
to fill isolated vacancies. As a
compromise on the cost issue of
single seat special elections, HB
1014 would still permit interim
appointments to fill vacancies
on local governing bodies and
School Board but would require
a Special Election to permanently
fill the vacancy at the next General Election of any kind held in
the locality.
HB 1014 seeks to address an issue created as a result of a 2008
Virginia Attorney General’s
Opinion concerning the voting
rights of Front Royal Town Councilman Shae Parker. In August
2008 Parker was appointed to
fill the unexpired term of former
Councilman Eugene Tewalt. The
vacancy was created as a result
of Tewalt being elected Mayor of
Front Royal. Then Virginia Attorney General and now Governor
Robert F. McDonnell ruled that
pursuant to the Virginia Constitution an appointed member of
a local governing body did not
fit the previously held definition

Donahoe’s Florist
February 14th is Valentines Day!

Free delivery on Wed.
Feb. 10th for Valentines
arrangements sent to
offices, schools, homes
and businesses
( in town limits only )
Place your Order NOW!

540-635-2815
1-800-806-5182
250 South Royal Ave
Jean Rudacille, Owner

Simply Cedar Log Homes • Linden, VA • www.SimplyCedarLogs.com
For more information on beautiful, energyefficient cedar log homes call Simply Cedar
Log Homes at (540) 636-8400 or email us at
simplycedarlogs@aol.com
(Expires 2/28/2010)
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of being “elected” because that
election was not by the people,
but rather by their elected representatives. Consequently that
“appointed” member could not
vote on numerous budgetary and
financial matters.
That ruling overturned a century or more of political business as usual in Virginia. The AG
opinion sprang from an internally circulated opinion of Front
Royal Town Attorney Tom Robinett, which led another Front
Royal Town Councilman, Thomas Sayre, to seek an attorney
general’s opinion through fellow
Republican attorney Athey. As
the controversy around the issue
and McDonnell’s opinion gained
momentum statewide, Parker, an
Independent, quipped, “What is
it that Republican lawyers have
against me?”
Athey says nothing, rather it is
principal at work in this bill.
“I strongly believe, as a matter of
principle, that the people should
elect their leaders. Since the Attorney General’s Opinion clearly
state that the Virginia Constitution requires that members of
local governing bodies be elected
by the people to have all the rights
granted to them by State Code. I
hope this year we can ensure that
the people in an open election
rather than a Council in a private
interview will select all of our local elected officials,” Athey says.
The requirement for a special
election would override municipal charter provisions that allow
a governing body or school board
to appoint a person to serve the
entire remaining portion of a
term.
Another aspect of McDonnell’s
2008 ruling, that Parker’s appointment was invalid due to passing a
timeframe constraint, was later
overturned by 26th Judicial Circuit Court Judge Dennis L. Hupp.
McDonnell ruled Tewalt had vacated his council seat when he
took his oath as mayor, June 27
to accommodate visiting family schedules, rather than on July
1 when previous Mayor James
Eastham’s term expired. Had McDonnell’s opinion on that issue
held up, that four-day difference
in the abandonment of Tewalt’s
council seat would have exceeded town charter guidelines on the
time within which such appointments must occur. Parker, who
finished fourth for three available
seats in the May 2008 election,

was appointed on Aug. 14. Parker
trailed third place finisher Tom
Conkey by less than 2 percent of

the vote, or 22 votes if my memory serves me. Chris Holloway
and Carson Lauder were the top

General assembly
two vote getters in an election
in which the three incumbents,
Stan Brooks, Tim Darr and Eileen

Grady, did not run for reelection.
(Partially rom a release)

Report from Richmond: 2010
Delegate Clay Athey, R-18th Legislative District

Greetings from your Delegate to the Virginia General Assembly.
As Chairman of the House Policy Committee, each year I patron approximately
fifty bills on varying issues of importance
during the General Assembly Session.
This year, with the election of Bob McDonnell as our 71st governor, the Policy
Committee Agenda has grown to encompass the Governor’s Agenda as well.
For example, the Policy Agenda in the
area of protecting children includes my
House Bill 1004 which prohibits an adult
who is convicted of a sex crime against a
child from residing within 1,000 feet of
the premises of a child day care center,
or a public, private, parochial, or Christian primary, secondary, or high school.
If the registered child predator violates
the 1,000 feet children’s safety zone, he is
subject to conviction of a Class 6 felony.
In addition, my House Bill 1198 further
requires child sex predators who are convicted outside of Virginia to register as a
sex offender in Virginia and if the child
sex offender escapes from jail, the jailer is
required to notify the State Police within
12 hours of the escape.
Finally, my House Bill 885 requires the
Internet Sex Offender Registry information system to include a “wanted” notation for any person who is wanted for
any crime. Currently, the “wanted” notation is only posted for a person who is
wanted for failing to register. The Sex Offender Registry is maintained on the Virginia State Police website at sex-offender.
vsp.virginia.gov/sor. I hope that all of
my constituents with children or grand-

children will utilize this website to identify child sex predators in the community. The website provides a photograph,
and the address of the criminal, the place
of employment of the child predator and
a Tipline if a citizen witnesses any suspicious activity.
Beginning with the Amber Alert Law
which I shepherded to passage in 2003,
I have focused much of my efforts on
preventing child abduction which many
times is the result of perpetrators of
child sexual crimes. In my judgment, the
Commonwealth must be ever vigilant in
identifying and re-incarcerating all child
sexual predators if they violate the law in
any way. Studies have shown that child
sex predators are as likely to recommit
these vile crimes whether they are seventeen or seventy-seven years old. Because of the predatory nature and the
sick criminal mind of these individuals,
we must protect our children from these
horrific crimes against the family. These
bills attempt to restrict where a child sexual predator can live, let parents know
where child predators are living in their
communities after being released from
prison and attempts to put them back in

jail if they violate the terms of their release in any way.
As Chairman of the House Policy Committee, I am also sponsoring bills to protect our Senior Citizens from criminal
predatory behavior.
For example, House Bill 1069 requires
any person employed in the emergency
department of any private or state-operated hospital to report to Adult Protective Services when a senior citizen is

treated for serious bodily injury and the
senior citizen who may be suffering from
dementia is unable to explain the cause
of his injuries due to physical or mental
incapacity.
In addition, House Bill 1154 increases
criminal penalties when the victim of a
crime is 60 years of age or older and the
offender knows or reasonably should
know the victim of the crime is 60 years
of age or older. Examples where my
Bill increases criminal penalties include
grand larceny which punishes a criminal predator who commits grand larceny
against a Senior Citizen with a term of
imprisonment of not less than two nor
more than 20 years.
My Bill also requires that any person
who obtains money by false pretenses
from a Senior Citizen is guilty of a Class 3
felony, and any person who fraudulently
signs a senior citizen’s name to any document is guilty of a Class 4 felony. Finally,
any person who commits an identity theft
resulting in financial loss of greater than
$200 from a senior is guilty of a Class 5
felony.
My 73 year old father should be able to
enjoy his golden years free from fear that
predatory career criminals are targeting
him as a result of his age or infirmity. I
have many constituents whose parents
and grandparents suffer from dementia
or Alzheimer’s. These most vulnerable
citizens deserve our protection as well.
If my dad suffered with dementia or
Alzheimer’s and could not explain a
serious injury, when he was taken to an
emergency room, I would want the police to be notified of the injury to ensure
that he was not being mistreated as a result of any cognitive disability he may be
experiencing. My bill ensures that Adult
Protective Services would be contacted
and a formal complaint filed with the
police if any of my constituents suffering from Alzheimer’s or dementia visit
an emergency room as a result of being
abused by someone.
As always, our family thanks you for
the opportunity to serve. During session,
I can be reached at 1-804-698-1018 or E
mail me at delcathey@house.virginia.
gov
Paid Political Advertisement
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Information on Chierici’s H.O.P.E. organization
is available at http://hopehaiti.org

County

A new day at WCDSS - sups appoint 3 of 5 ‘advisors’
Mary Ellen South, Staige Miller Jr. and Christine Hartman on board

WCDSS Director Ron King coincidentally gave his
first departmental update to the board of supervisors
at the same meeting at which three new DSS board
members were appointed. Front Royal Town Manager
Michael Graham, seated and waiting his turn behind
King, may have been thinking, “Geez, I’m glad I don’t
have to deal with that one.”
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Following a closed session at the
conclusion of its regular meeting of
Feb. 2, the Warren County Board
of Supervisors unanimously approved three of five appointments
to the retooled and advisory only
Board of Directors of the Warren
County Department of Social Services.
Those appointments, which
are now by magisterial districts
matching the supervisors’ are:
· Christine Hartman, South River;
· Staige Miller Jr., Happy Creek;
· and Mary Ellen South, Shenandoah.
Each was nominated by that
district’s supervisor, Lind Glavis
(SR), Tony Carter (HC) and Richard Traczyk (Shen). Remaining vacant are the Fork and North River
District seats of the supervisor’s
chairman and vice chairman, Archie Fox and Glenn White, respectively.
We asked the county’s new
administrative authority over
WCDSS, County Administrator
Doug Stanley, what he knew about
the new board members. Stanley
said that Hartman served in an administrative role at Northwestern
Community Services, Miller is a

retired Town of Front Royal Human Resources Director, and that
South serves in an administrative
role at Harmony Place, the local
domestic violence shelter.
Asked if applications had been
received for the other district seats
on the new social services board
the supervisors strolled away leaving their legal mouthpiece, County
Attorney Blair Mitchell, to run
interference through the media
minefield. Mitchell gave the legally
vague answer, “the other seats remain under consideration.”
Asked for clarification, Mitchell
declined further elaboration, leading one tabloid reporter present to
threaten shotgun FOIA inquiries
on all current, past or future applicants for any office that ever existed inside or outside the purview
of Warren County government.
“That’s alright, we’re used to that
kind of thing in these here parts,”
Mitchell may have been thinking
as he covered his bosses’ exit.
Prior to her exit, we asked South
River Supervisor Linda Glavis if
she remained the supervisor’s representative on the DSS board. She
explained that no, the county administrator’s new role as the county’s decision-making authority on
social services department operations made a supervisor liaison to

the DSS board unnecessary.
Bet you’re disappointed to be off
that team, we quipped.
Glavis smiled as she departed
without further comment.
We asked Mitchell if two of
the existing DSS board members
would fill the vacant slots pending new appointments. Of the
four volunteer members only Jean
Kresge’s term expired on Dec. 31.
Cheryl Ramos, Lillian Sloane and
Chair Prudence Mathews’ terms
were current as of the Feb. 2 BOS
meeting.
The county attorney explained
no, that upon any appointments
to the new and reorganized board,
the former seats were collectively
“disestablished, disbanded and
revoked of authority and office”
he quoted from the ordinance approved by the supervisors on Dec.
15 and effective Jan. 1.
“Disestablished, disbanded and
revoked,” we pondered – I guess
the supervisors wanted to make
sure there was no gray area in what
was happening after three-plus
years in the trenches of local community service, we commented.
Mitchell went on to explain that
the supervisors hoped to have the
two remaining DSS board seats
filled prior to the first of six annual meetings, scheduled for some
time in February. Legally the new
advisory board must meet once
every two months. Each member
will be paid $100 per meeting. The
old board members were compensated for their time and over the
past three years, aggravation, at
$75 per meeting. However, the old
board with the burden of decision
making met every month compared to the six annual meetings
for the new board.
We were able to reach the new
appointees to ask about their
perspectives on their new assignments.

visory committee is just that – to
offer advice and opinions to management that management may not
have considered or thought about
before … I don’t have any preconceived ideas or notions about the
management and operation of the
DSS, other than to comply with
federal, state and local laws, rules
and regulations.”
We also asked that if the recent
past was any indicator, was he was
prepared for the maelstrom he
might be walking into.
“As far as the maelstrom I’m
walking into, I don’t see it that way.
This is an opportunity to improve
the DSS, not to remake it. Not
having read any of the professionally prepared studies and reports,
I’ll have to reserve comment on
them. Hopefully, my financial and
human resources background will
be of some value to the other members of the appointed board, Mr.
Stanley and the Board of Supervisors.”

Staige Miller Jr.

Mary Ellen South

“I appreciate the confidence that
Supervisor Tony Carter and the
other members of the Board of
Supervisors have shown me with
their appointment and I think I
am up to the challenge,” Miller
began. “I’ve been a member of the
Front Royal Golf Club Advisory
Committee since its inception and
understand that the role of the ad-

“It’s not always an easy role being an advisory board. But I think
under Doug Stanley’s supervision
we’ll be able to move forward and
focus on setting our goal as benefiting those in need in Warren
County,” South told us. “My take
on the whole thing is it will be a
fresh start. I have no doubt the
previous board’s goals were the

Christine Hartman
Hartman also said past experience would aid her. “I think I have
a good perspective from working
at Northwestern Community Services, I know what it’s like to have
to provide services on a limited
budget – and they are ones that
continue to shrink in this economy,” Hartman said. “As a social
worker I have a perspective on
what needs and quality of service
are, as well as what the experience
of people receiving services can be.
Social services and my agency can
share a service population base, so
that is helpful in that regard. Also,
I think I can see things from both
sides of the fence, administratively
and as a provider. I’m a citizen of
Warren County and I am invested
in having good services here,” she
concluded.

same but sometimes you can get
misdirected though that is not
your intention.”
Asked if she thought the new
board might face the same sort of
impetus toward misdirection or
altered focus the previous board
had, South said that as an advisory
board she doubted that would be
the case. Rather, were there to be
ongoing allegations against the
department, the administrative
authority would be saddled with
dealing with that (oh, that’s right
– we had verification of that in our
last issue … of course there wasn’t
any new board to yet target at that
time either).
A parting perspective
We also reached Mathews, who
has served as WCDSS Board
Chair over the past three years of
unpleasantness surrounding complaints, special grand jury criminal investigations, $600k wrongful
termination lawsuits and myriad
blanket FOIA inquiries and resultant non-compliance suits made
primarily by a trio of critics: one
who came out on the short end of
a adult care case decision involving a parent; one who was fired
from a part-time job at WCDSS;
and one – well, what can you say
about the verbose, loquacious Mr.
P? – whistleblower extraordinaire
and champion of … well at least
the other two.
Asked about the end of her and
her often embattled board’s tenure and the new appointments,
Mathews said, “The need for government assistance in this troubled economic time is an issue
that I feel very strongly about. I
am happy and relieved to see the
appointment of people who are
obviously dedicated to this community. I am certain that they will
have an effective influence on our
local department.”
Amen – and now perhaps the
Warren County Department of
Social Services can get on with
what should be its primary focus,
helping those in need in this community … but you never know, old
habits die hard – and for some
elected officials the path of least resistance, acquiescence, may seem
like the best path with a shotgun,
even if only a legal and/or verbal
one, pointed at your head.
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Kids page

Sponsor the Kids Page! Call Alison Duvall
540-551-2072 • alisond@warrencountyreport.com

Sponsor the Kids Page!
Call Dan McDermott
540-636-1014 • editor@warrencountyreport.com
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Ask Stewart
Dear Stewart:
Another winter is almost over and
my evergreens and younger trees look
horrible from deer damage. Is there
anything I can do about this?
At wits end
Dear At Wits End;

Ask
Stewart

As more and more homes get built, the
local critters, including deer, lose more
and more of their natural habitat. In
addition, our landscaped yards with nice
bushes and young, tender trees offer a
nice invitation for the deer to “dine out”.
Plant material such as taxus, arborvitae,
and hemlocks are very yummy and inviting to deer.
There are some solutions to help
protect your plants; none are perfect

however. Physical barriers would include
a fenced in yard or even fencing around
the tree trunks to keep deer away. There
are some chemical alternatives that you
can find in your local garden or hardware
store, such as “Deer-Away”. Most of
these are hot pepper based, which
deer cannot stand. Keep in mind, this
requires several applications because
once it rains, the material is washed off.
Some people recommend spraying an
anti-desiccant over the deer repellant on
their evergreens to help the material last
longer. I have even heard of some home
grown remedies which include blood or
human hair. You’d have to research that
a bit more.
There are some plants that deer do not
eat as often that are still a wonderful addition to your landscape. This list is not
complete but the plants would include
Red Chokecherry, Whitespire Birch,

White Fringe Tree, Winter King Hawthorne, Winterberry, and many varieties
of Honeysuckle.
One final thought. By all means, do
not offer other types of foods to the local
wild deer. This increases their visits to
your yard in their search for food. There
are plenty of natural food sources in their
natural habitat. In addition, feeding
stations in residential yards increases the
likelihood and spread of a disease in deer
called Chronic Wasting Disease, which I
hear is pretty serious.
I guess the bottom line is make your
yard as unattractive as you can to the
deer through plant selection, peppery
smells, and carefully placed barriers.
Good luck
Stewart

The Front Royal/Warren County Tree
Steward program has been in existence
since 1997. With 24 certified tree stewards and 7new interns, they are volunteers
dedicated to improving the health of trees
by providing educational programs, tree
planting and care demonstrations, and
tree maintenance assistance throughout
the community. Through classroom training and hands-on practice, Tree Stewards
learn the basics of tree biology and physiology, tree identification, planting, and
maintenance techniques. Tree Stewards
make a commitment to improving and
protecting their community forest. Each
month Steward will answer a question
from our readers. If you have a questions
regarding tree planting, care or maintenance, please forward it to “Stewart” in
care of frwctreestewards@comcast.net
and we may publish it in a future issue.

Humane Society of Warren County
Monday thru Sunday 10 am to 4 pm- Closed Wednesdays • 1245 Progress Drive, Front Royal, VA • 540-635-4734 • humanesocietywc@gmail.com
Please ask about our low cost spay and neuter program. Please be sure your pets at home are spayed/neutered
and up to date on vaccinations. Check out our other adoptable pets on

www.warrenco.petfinder.com

540 635-4734

Biscuit is a female American Bulldog. She is 3-4 months old, has
been crate trained and knows sit.
She is very gentle, friendly and
sweet.

Billie is a female black Dachshund
mix. She is very friendly and energetic.

Puppies - we have three adorable
Shepherd/Pitt mix puppies, all about 8
weeks old.

Fifi and Kiki are two Akita mix
puppies, about 10 weeks old. They
were found as strays.

Biscuit’s ad sponsored by:

Billie’s ad sponsored by:

Puppies ad sponsored by:

Fifi and Kiki’s ad sponsored by:

Martins Foods
409 South St.
Front Royal
540-635-2249

Wanda Snead
Property Management
Serving the area for 16 years
Sam Snead Realty
540-635-9753
SamSneadRealty.com

Little Red Dog
Pet Services

Andrea Coats
Certified Dog Trainer
540-551-0994

All Creatures
Pet Care
24/7

636-3456

petsit4u@shentel.net

If you are interested in adopting one of our dogs, the adoption fee is $145 and includes the spay/neuter, vaccinations, microchip, flea/tick treatment and deworming. Thank you for your support of the
Humane Society. With your help we have been able to place thousands of animals in good homes. Contact Alison @ 540-551-2072 if you would like to become a pet sponsor too!
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Jali
Jalisco
sco

BIG GAME
BIG SCREEN

Authentic Mexican Restaurant

1303 N. Royal Avenue
(540) 635-7348

JOIN US
AT 3PM

FrVaToday

100” BIG
SCREEN
TV

JOIN THE FUN
ENJOY MUSIC
WITH OUR DJ,
GIVEAWAYS,
JALISCO
Good Food, Friends,
T-SHIRTS
Fun and
AND MORE!
The Big Game

1/2 PRICE
APPETIZERS!
~ Grand Platter of
Assorted Appetizers
~Nachos
~Nachos Mama Mia
~Wings de Pollo
~Queso Fundido w/
chips and More!

Ask your server about our Game Day Specials!
[Note: This calendar is available online at frvatoday.com]
Fri Feb 5, 2010
1:30pm - 2:30pm Education Committee
meets at the Chamber Office.
2pm - 7pm Vino E Formaggio Wine Tasting.
124 E. Main Street. www.vinoeformaggio.
com 635-2812
Sat Feb 6, 2010

9am - 2pm HealthSource Chiropractic and
Progressive Rehab will host an American
Red Cross Blood Drive. The schedule is
open to the public. Please just call HealthSource at 540-635-4440 to reserve your donor time. We must receive 20 pints of blood
to make this a success. Please call today to
help the Red Cross in the efforts to supply
blood to many who are in need.
10am - 11am Samuels Public Library. Today is Toddler Story Time - Theme: Valentine’s Day

8am - 4pm Warren County Fair Flea Market at the Fair Grounds. For more information: 540-635-5827 www.warrencountyfair.
com/15.html

11am - 12pm Samuels Public Library. Today is Preschool Story Time - Theme: Valentine’s Day

2pm - 3pm Samuels Public Library. Teen
Creative Writing Club for ages 12 and up.
Sign up begins January 23

12:30pm - 5pm Family Assessment and
Planning Team (FAPT) meets in Room 607
Caucus Room

Sun Feb 7, 2010
8am - 4pm Warren County Fair Flea Market at the Fair Grounds. For more information: 540-635-5827 www.warrencountyfair.
com/15.html
Mon Feb 8, 2010
7pm - 8pm Front Royal Council Meeting at
the Government Center
Tue Feb 9, 2010
12:30pm - 1pm Tourism Tuesday on The
River 95.3 FM. www.theriver953online.com
7pm - 7pm BAR Meeting at the Government
Center
Wed Feb 10, 2010

Fri Feb 12, 2010
Lincoln’s Birthday
Sat Feb 13, 2010
Second Saturday: Enjoy specials and great
local food in downtown Front Royal! Something new every second Saturday!
8am - 4pm Warren County Fair Flea Market at the Fair Grounds. For more information: 540-635-5827 www.warrencountyfair.
com/15.html
10:30am - 11:30am Samuels Public Library.
Books and Barks - Relax and read to the
Books and Barks Therapy Dogs.Sign up begins January 16.
Sun Feb 14, 2010

Hall
Wed Feb 17, 2010
10am - 11am Samuels Public Library. Today is Toddler Story Time - Theme: Who’s
in the Barn?
11am - 12pm Samuels Public Library. Today
is Preschool Story Time - Theme: Shadows
7pm - 8pm Planning Commission Meeting at
the Government Center
Thu Feb 18, 2010
10am - 11am Samuels Public Library. Today is Toddler Story Time - Theme: Who’s
in the Barn?

Valentine’s Day

7pm - 9pm WC Planning Commission meets
in Room 601 Board Meeting Room

8am - 4pm Warren County Fair Flea Market at the Fair Grounds. For more information: 540-635-5827 www.warrencountyfair.
com/15.html

4:30pm - 5:30pm Samuels Public Library. Today is Big Kids Story Time for
grades Kindergarten and up - Theme:
Chinese New Year

Thu Feb 11, 2010

Mon Feb 15, 2010

5pm - 8pm Third Thursday Art Walk in
Downtown Front Royal

10am - 11am Samuels Public Library. Today is Toddler Story Time - Theme: Valentine’s Day

PRESIDENT’S DAY: Town business offices are CLOSED today in observance of
President’s Day. Trash/Recycling pickup
is scheduled for Wednesday, February 17,
2010.

11am - 12pm Samuels Public Library. Today is Preschool Story Time - Theme: Valentine’s Day
4:30pm - 5:30pm Samuels Public Library. Today is Big Kids Story Time for
grades Kindergarten and up - Theme:
Valentine’s Day

Tue Feb 16, 2010
12:30pm - 1pm Tourism Tuesday on The
River 95.3 FM. www.theriver953online.com
7pm - 8pm BZA Meeting in the Planning/
Zoning Conference Room located in Town

2pm - 3pm Samuels Public Library. Manga
Meet Up. Come in to discuss manga favorites, showcase collectibles and meet others
with your interests. For ages 10 and up.
Sign up begins January 20
Sun Feb 21, 2010
8am - 4pm Warren County Fair Flea Market at the Fair Grounds. For more information: 540-635-5827 www.warrencountyfair.
com/15.html
Mon Feb 22, 2010
Washington’s Birthday

11am - 12pm Samuels Public Library. Today is Preschool Story Time - Theme: Who’s
in the Barn?

3:30pm - 5pm Chamber Board Meeting at
the Chamber Office.

ket at the Fair Grounds. For more information: 540-635-5827 www.warrencountyfair.
com/15.html

Fri Feb 19, 2010
7pm - 10pm Bluegrass Pickin’ Party at Front
Royal Volunteer Fire Department, 221 Commerce Ave. All level of talents welcome;
acoustic instruments only. Food for sale to
benefit the Front Royal Volunteer Fire Department
Sat Feb 20, 2010
8am - 4pm Warren County Fair Flea Mar-

7pm - 8pm Town Council Meeting at the
Government Center
Tue Feb 23, 2010
12:30pm - 1pm Tourism Tuesday on The
River 95.3 FM. www.theriver953online.com
Sat Feb 27, 2010
9am - 4pm ChiRunning Workshop at
HealthSource Chiropractic of Front Royal.
Participants must pre-register online at
www.chirunning.com The cost is $199.00.
The ChiRunning Seminar will focus on the
following: Introduction to the most current
principles of the ChiRunning form, Posture,
Lean, Lift, Personal Check-in Tricks and
Tools, Core Muscle Drills and Exercises,
Pre-run Body Looseners, Post-run Stretches, Run Various Speeds While Conserving
Energy

Page 40 • Warren County Report • Mid February, 2010

25.00

$

OFF Any Fluid
Flush Service

Rental Car
Deal!
Rent 3 Days
See Kay Marble for Details

15% OFF

FREE

Get 1 Day FREE

Expires March 31, 2010

Expires March 31, 2010

Alignment
Special
$

59.95

+ Tax

Some Slightly Higher
Expires March 31, 2010

WENitro-Fill
SERVICE
SPECIAL
ALL MAKES
$
39.95
AND
MODELS!

+ Tax

Fill All Tires with Nitrogen, Includes
12 mos. Road Side Assistance, Road
Hazard
Protection,
FreeAdvisor
Pressure
(See
Service
Checks, Tire Replacement & Much
for
details)
More. Helps Increase Fuel Economy,
Extend Tire Life, Improves Handling,
Reduces Pressure Fluctuations
Expires March 31, 2010

Alignment
Alignment
Special
$ Special
59.95
$
59.95
+ Tax

Some Slightly Higher

Some Slightly Higher
Expires March 31, 2010

30K/60K/90K/120K Miles Service
Not to exceed $100

Rental
Car
DETAIL SPECIAL
Reg.
$149.99
Deal!
$
Expires March 31, 2010

Rent
3 Days+ Tax
99.95
Get 1 Day FREE

• Hand Wash & Wax Exterior
• Vacuum & Shampoo Interior
• Clean & Protect Leather
(IfSee
equipped)
Kay Marble for Details
• Clean
Engine
• Clean
Expires
December
31,Trunk
2009
• Treat All Exterior Trim

(MOST CARS, VANS & TRUCKS SLIGHTLY HIGHER)

15% OFF
Expires March 31, 2010

WE SERVICE ALL
All
MAKES Major
AND MODELS!

Service

(See Service Advisor for details)

Do-It-Yourselfers

• Hand Wash & Wax Exterior
• Vacuum and Shampoo Interior
• Clean & Protect Leather
(if equipped)
• Clean Engine • Clean Trunk
• Treat All Exterior Trim

2009 Ford Escape LTD
Expires
December
31, 2009
22,975
Miles #A725A

125.00

+ Tax

12 09

FREE
WASH
DON’TCAR
FORGET
State
WITHVA
SCHEDULED

Inspections
For
FACTORY
December Are Due

Expires
December
31, 2009
30,279
Miles #U716A

FREE
$700 OFF!!!

Battery
Towards purchase of any
Charging
used
vehicle on our lot!
Expires
March
31, 2010
System
Check

129.95
39.95

$
$

++
TaxTax

Some Models Slightly Higher
Expires December 31, 2009
Expires March 31, 2010

SERVICE MANAGER

Must present coupon at time of sale

and
Office And Receive

CAR WASH
&
VACUUM

+ Tax

2009 Dodge Ram 1500 SLT 4WD
Expires
December
31, 2009
16,727
Miles #U717A

PRICE $24,900
NOT TO
BE COMBINED WITH ANYSALE
OTHER OFFER.
SALE PRICE
$22,900

SALE PRICE $22,700

ROTATE &
BALANCE &
Transmission
4 WHEEL
Flush
BRAKE Special
CHECK

See Advisor for Details

Expires March 31, 2010

21.95

+ Tax

Lube, oil & filter change
4 Tire Rotation
Cooling System Drain & Refill
Replace Wiper blades & Brake
Inspection

SERVICE

$

(MOST
CARS. VANS
TRUCKS
SLIGHTLY
HIGHER
)
2008
Dodge
Ram&1500
SLT/BIG
HORN
4WD

SPECIAL

89.95

$

Some Models Slightly Higher

Inspection

$

Winter Maintenance

Expires March 31, 2010

Another Coupon For A Lube, Oil & Filter Change,
Expires December 31, 2009
Expires December 31, 2009
FREE At Your Next Service Visit!
Open All Day Saturday To Serve You 8am-5pm
Reg. $149.99

+ Tax

Service Manager

•
•
•
•

Expires March 31, 2010

30K/60K/90K/120K
Miles Service
Stop
By Our Service
Manager’s
For Tickets Over $350.

DETAIL SPECIAL

Must present coupon.
One coupon per customer per visit.
Not valid with any other offer.

Battery
Charging
System Check
and
Inspection

39.95
Expires March 31, 2010

Expires December 31, 2009

15% DISCOUNT
on parts for

$

Expires February 28, 2010

All Major
Service

Expires December 31, 2009
+ Tax

ROTATE &
BALANCE &
4 WHEEL
BRAKE CHECK

DON’T FORGET
VA State
Inspections For
February Are Due

See Advisor for Details

Some Models Slightly Higher

02 10

•
•
•
•

SPECIAL
Lube, Oil
$
&32.95
Filter Change

14.95

+ Tax

$

Oil & Filter Change
Tire Rotation
23-Point Vehicle Checkup
+ Tax
10% off any repair service*
Includes: Replace engine oil with up to
December
2009oil filter
5Expires
quarts of
oil, replace31,
engine
using filter, & check all fluid levels.
Expires March 31, 2010

BUY 2
GET 1 FREE!
PURCHASE BOTH FRONT
AND REAR DIFFERENTIAL
SERVICES AND GET THE
TRANSFER CASE SERVICE
FREE!! ($110.00 VALUE)
4WD VEHICLES ONLY - ANY MAKE OR MODEL
COUPON
2009 MUST
JeepPRESENT
Liberty
Sport 4WD
Expires
December
31, 2009
17,616
Miles #U718A

SALE PRICE $19,900

$5 OFF
OIL CHANGE

When you bring any competitor’s current oil

2006
F-150Honda
Harley Davidson
2007
Civic Cpe LX 2008 Toyotachange
2009 Mercury2003
Grand
Marquis
Saturn
VUE LS
Tacoma
4WD at time 2007
reminder
of oil Honda
change.Fit BASE
Milesfor
#9MM186B
36,484 Miles
#10R489A
Expires
12/31/09. See service 47,966
advisor

Not to be combined with any other offer.

SALE PRICE $12,650

90,855
Miles Miles,
#U732C
Auto, Silver, V8,
19,484
SALE
PRICE
$5,500
Stock #U712A
Sale
Price $19,495

Any Coupons MUST be presented at the time of write up

MON. - WED. 7:30 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
THURS. & FRI. 7:30 A.M. - 7:00 P.M. • SAT. 8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
707 Commerce Ave. • Front Royal, Virginia
Front Royal 635-4158 • Winchester 888-862-7569
www.marlowmotor.com

N
APPO O
INTM
ENT
NECE
SSAR
Y
211523

49,930 Black,
Miles #A727A
Manual,
4 Cyl., 35,826 Miles,

SALE
PRICE $24,900
$19,900
Stock #U709B
Sale Price $15,697 SALE PRICE
details.

