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Town budget-tax uproar
2

Logan’s
death
explained

A fire broke out at press time Thursday, Mar. 4 on a
wooden structure near LeHew’s Drilling on Commerce
Avenue, across from Southern States. No information
was immediately available. Look for details and more
pictures and video on www.warrencountyreport.com.
Photos by Joe Woodall and Cory Martin.
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Canine community

WCSO deputy’s dogs were not poisoned
Logan’s death attributed to kidney, liver disease leading to organ failure
21st due to his condition and
poor prognosis for recovery after being examined at the Valley Veterinary Emergency and
Referral Center in Winchester,
where Pugh had taken him for
emergency treatment. Logan
had been discovered at home
by Pugh that day, staggering and
obviously in extreme physical
distress.
Logan initially tested positive
for Ethylene Glycol (Anti-freeze)
poisoning, according to the sheriff ’s office. Anti-freeze poisoning
directly impacts an animal’s kidney function and is often fatal
(and is one reason to immediately repair such leaks since animals
find anti-freeze tasty).
Three other dogs housed in
Pugh’s kennel with Logan, Zeus,
a personal pet, Miso, another retired WCSO canine, and Ammo,
a current WCSO canine, were

Logan

By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

also tested at Valley Veterinary
with varying results for possible
anti-freeze poisoning (Miso, “a
strong positive”, Zeus, “a weak
positive”, and Ammo tested
“negative”). All were treated for
such poisoning as a precautionary measure and survived without complication.
Logan’s remains were transported to the Warrenton Regional Animal Health Lab, Division
of Animal and Food Industry
Services, where a Necropsy or
animal autopsy was performed.
The Necropsy revealed that Logan was suffering from chronic
kidney and liver diseases
Evidence collected from Pugh’s
home kennel on Jan. 21st by
WCSO Investigator Chris Williams and Deputy James “Junior”
Darr was also sent to the Department of General Services Division of Consolidated Laboratory

All lines of insurance:

According to a Feb. 24th Warren County Sheriff ’s Office Press
Release, poisoning has been
eliminated as a contributing factor to the Jan. 21st death of a
retired sheriff ’s office canine in
the possession of Deputy Brad
Pugh.
Logan was put down on Jan.
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Services in Richmond for analysis.
“All laboratory tests have been
completed and the investigation
reveals that none of the dogs
were poisoned by Ethylene Glycol or any other toxin,” the Feb.
24th press release states.

“On behalf of the Warren
County Sheriff ’s Office, Sheriff
Daniel McEathron would like to
thank the community, media, as
well as other local law enforcement agencies, for your support
during this investigation,” the
press release concluded.

Pet Wellness Day this Saturday
Wagner Shelter discounts for your pets

A quarterly Pet Wellness Day will be held at the Julia Wagner
Animal Shelter on Saturday, March 6, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Dr. Kent Smith, volunteer veterinarian at the shelter, will be present. Affordable shots from rabies to distemper to feline leukemia
will be administered, and routine veterinary care will be provided
to all animals that are brought to the shelter between those times.
Shelter personnel will assist in such necessities and nail clipping
and Dr. Smith will perform routine examinations on the animals
being inoculated.
Pet Wellness Days are now routinely held every quarter at the
shelter with the next one scheduled for June.
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Animal world

Lessons from Logan’s death?
And a non-toxic antifreeze called Sierra
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

In the wake of the finding that
retired Warren County Sheriff ’s
Office K-9 Logan died of natural
causes rather than anti-freeze poisoning though he tested positive
for the latter, as did some companion canines housed by Deputy
Brad Pugh, we asked Julia Wagner
Humane Society Animal Shelter
Director Jane Johnson about aspects of antifreeze poisoning, as
well as kidney and liver disease.
We wondered if some of the dogs’
positive results for poisoning may
have reflected some stage of kid-

ney disease.
With the help of local shelter volunteer vet Dr. Kent Smith, Johnson
told us, “Ethylene glycol toxicity is
initially evaluated by a bench lab
test using blood. A necropsy (animal autopsy) looks at architectural
changes of the organ systems. It is
a combination of these test results
that allow for a definitive diagnosis to be made. The study of organ
tissues (histopathology) may reveal additional underlying disease
processes. Ethylene glycol often
causes crystallization within the
kidneys, which can be detected
with histopathology.
“I know that both Brad [Pugh]

Customs donates to
Wagner Shelter

and the sheriff ’s office have taken
very responsible care of those
dogs. If early detection of an underlying problem was missed, it
was not because the dogs lacked
regular vet care. They have great
care. So, is there a lesson to be
learned? I don’t think so, there
was certainly nothing that could
have been done that was not done.
I think it was just very unfortunate
and sad.”
“I had a poisoning case some
years back when I was an animal
control officer that was done intentionally with antifreeze. The
dog was in seizures on my arrival and when I jumped out of the
truck and yelled, ‘What’s wrong?!!?
to the man standing there, he said,
“My wife doesn’t like her so she
fed her a bowl of anti-freeze yesterday.” Just like that was accept-

able or something!”
Johnson said the poor dog was
taken into custody and euthanized
as humanely as possible by a vet.
“The poisoning of an animal is a
crime,” she told us. “It inflicts great
pain and suffering. It would fall under the cruelty to animals’ statute.
Poisoning is definitely not a department of agriculture approved
method for humane euthanasia. It
is very cruel. Antifreeze poisoning
affects the animal by compromising the kidneys and results in loss
of kidney function, neurological
signs and a painful death.”
Johnson explains that anti-freeze
“tastes really sweet and most all
animals love it.” However she
added, “I always use Sierra brand
because it is non toxic to critters.”
A non-toxic brand? – Could
they all be made that way, we won-

(540) 635-2156 • (540) 635-9242

dered.
“Yes they could all use the same
ingredients that are in the nontoxic formula,” Johnson said. (I
feel a product campaign coming
on, don’t you?)
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2006 Chevrolet Impala LT
AUTO, AC/AM/FM/CD, T/C/PWRW-L-S, Remote Start, Alloy Whls,
22K, #490421

$12,761

“Alice in
Wonderland”

2008 Chevrolet Impala LTZ
AUTO, AC/AM/FM/CD, C/T/PWRW-L-S-M, Remote Start, Lth-Htd-S,
32K, #490471

$17,492

Now
Showing
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Julia Wagner Animal Shelter
Director Jane Johnson recently
announced a large quantity
donation of food and supplies
from U.S. Customs Training
Center in Harmony Hollow in
the county’s southside.
Johnson sent her mastiff-assistant Isabel to oversee receipt
of the “truckload” of supplies
since she is increasingly becoming the county Humane Society
shelter’s “cover girl.”
“Isabel went out to receive the

donation and have her picture
taken with these wonderful officers from customs,” Johnson
told us. “We were very pleased
to receive such a large donation
of really good quality food for
our dogs. We appreciate their
generosity and thoughtfulness
so much. In these hard times it
means a lot that a large government agency like that would be
able to take the time and energy to help out the local animal
shelter. Thanks to U.S. Customs
from all the animals and staff at
the Humane Society!”
Way to go customs!

“Cop Out”

2006 Ford F150 4X4 XLT
8-cyl, AUTO, C/T/PWR-L-W,
Bedliner, Hitch, Alloy Whls,
55K, #364981
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2005 Chevrolet 3500 4X4 LS
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Bedliner, Alloy Whls, 44K, #30531

$22,891
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“I think it’s ridiculous. If it was known back then there was a possibility of them coming and doing this we should have put it off because it was all in the works back then.” – Chris Holloway on
the dynamics of market capitalism, municipal government and information flow

Yet another Front Royal solar flare up
AMP-Ohio’s interest in solar project draws challenges, accusations

Why do I feel like I’ve been here before? Town Manager Michael Graham may have been thinking as he
attempted to explain expanding options for the town
on solar power production.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
What was expected to be a brief
one or two minute update on the
status of the solar power proposal
at a March 1st Front Royal Town
Council Work Session turned into
a lengthy blame game baring old
suspicions, grudges, and perhaps
even a little alternative energy
paranoia.
Perhaps it was only a coincidence that a scheduled annual
evaluation of the town manager’s
job performance was slated for
a closed meeting at the session’s
end. But immediately after Town
Manager Michael Graham informed council of a scheduled
March 17, St. Patrick’s Day meet-

ing of the AMP-Ohio Board of
Directors to discuss the regional
municipal power association’s
potential involvement in a proposed solar power project here,
the pucks began flying higher and
harder than in the magnificent
USA-Canada Winter Olympic
Hockey Gold Medal game.
“What does AMP have to do
with it?” Chris Holloway asked,
firing a wrist shot to start things.
Perhaps Holloway failed to recall
Graham’s Jan. 4 work session report that AMP had been put in
contact with Standard Energy
representatives to discuss relative costs here versus in Danville
where AMP had initially explored
a solar power project.
“We asked why not here? And

they said they hadn’t been aware
we were as far along in discussion
of a solar power project here,”
Graham told council of AMP’s interest on Jan. 4.
On March 1st Graham said
that were Standard Energy and
AMP-Ohio to agree to partner
in the project any major financial commitment from the town
would evaporate. Things got testy
between council and Standard
Energy last November when the
town was asked about an $18million up front commitment on
a long-term (14-year) purchase of
solar power from Standard. The
town had initially been told that
private sector investors would
produce about $211 million to
entirely finance development of a
solar power field projected for the
Avtex-Royal Phoenix Business
Park in town. The town’s partnership role was initially proposed
as two pronged, accessing the regional PJM energy grid through
the town’s electric department
and becoming the sole purchaser
of the power produced here for
either its own use or resale at a
profit.
When the town and new Standard Energy partners were waltzing around the notion of the town
making a major up-front investment, council agreed to issue
RFP’s (Requests for Proposals)
to see who else and at what price
other entities might be interested
in bringing solar power to Front
Royal. That process is costing the
town $100,000 to pay a consultant
to evaluate the submitted solar

Pastor Bill Kerns extends YOU a personal
invitation to stop in on Tuesday and Thursday evenings at 7:00pm. Come relax, enjoy
the music and message
and feel free to ask
questions We meet at
Victory Baptist Church
on 8th Street, behind
the Knotty Pine
Restaurant
Pastor Bill Kerns
and wife Robin

“But Carson, what if you wanted to sell us cole slaw
and we put out RFP’s first but then Cracker Barrel
made you an offer?” Vice Mayor Bret Hrbek may have
been explaining to the council cole slaw king.
RFP’s, due in by March 15.
“It seems backwards to me,” Carson Lauder said following Graham’s explanation of the status of
AMP-Standard discussions.
“It doesn’t seem right to me either,” Holloway said, adding it
appeared to be a sudden turn of
events. Holloway also questioned
Graham’s role.
“You weren’t there?” he asked
of the first meetings of AMP and
Standard Energy.
Graham said he introduced the
parties and left.
Déjà vu all over again
“Listen guys, there’s no conspiracy here,” Graham said as triangulated council crosshairs once

again sighted him. “AMP wants
to develop a solar power project
with whoever they want to. It
could be with SolAVerde, it might
be, it might not … And the town
will decide whether it wants to do
it,” Graham said of how things ultimately proceed.
“It would be like our buying hydro power from AMP,” Graham
added of the town’s subsequent
involvement were it simply to be
as a local facilitator as are some
municipalities in Ohio where
AMP coal or hydro plants are located.
However Holloway and Lauder
continued to insist the AMPStandard Energy discussion was
undermining the town’s RFP process. They found an ally in Town

Get out of the fire of life...
The FROC is a soulwinning outreach
that is dedicated to changing lives
by loving the imprisoned soul. It is
our desire to help you grow strong
in faith as you worship with caring
people who are friendly, receptive
and gracious.
For more information call
(540) 660-1395
or visit us on the web at

www.FROCministries.com
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“Listen guys, there’s no conspiracy here. AMP wants to develop a solar power project
with whoever they want to. It could be with SolAVerde, it might be, it might not … And
the town will decide whether it wants to do it.” – Town Manager Michael Graham

Solar update

School teacher needs
extra income.
Experience in all areas:
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• Reasonable Rates

Call Barbara

635-8472
Chris Holloway gestures the town manager’s way.

Attorney Tom Robinett.
“Council directed that this process would be put out to RFP –
period. I do not recall AMP submitting a proposal to participate
in the RFP process … and now
they’re going to be able to submit
a proposal … long after the deadline has passed,” Robinett commented.
“No, they’re not submitting a
proposal,” Graham said.
“So AMP then is not going to
do an RFP? They’re going to propose something that is not responsive to the RFP that is completely different and if we accept
it then all the money spent on the
consultant’s evaluation would be
[wasted],” Robinett replied of his
understanding of what was happening.
Hrbek responded that as an
independent entity Standard Energy could enter into business negotiations with anyone it wanted
to regardless of council’s decision
to go to RFP’s.
“We wanted a better deal,” Holloway pointed out of initiating the

RFP process.
“We had a company come to us
looking to invest, [and] looking at
us as an investor,” Shae Parker reminded council. “And we said well,
before we invest with you let’s see
if we can build the same thing –
trying to undercut that company
– cheaper. If they still decide to
build something and we never accepted a bid, they can go and do
that as I understand it. That’s the
whole market of free enterprise,
capitalism. It wouldn’t stop us if
we like one of these RFP’s from
another company to find our own
land and go build it on our own.
But we can’t stop another company from doing business. – And
we got the idea from them in the
first place,” Parker pointed out.
“I think AMP is circumventing
the RFP process,” Lauder said,
nonplussed by Parker or Vice
Mayor Bret Hrbek’s observations
on the nuances of free-market
capitalism.
“I think I agree with Carson,”
Holloway added. “I think we

should wait for all the RFP’s and
everything because I think they’re
just trying to get around it … For
one thing, Mike’s known about
this for how long – when did
you all have that meeting at your
house …?”
Graham replied the referenced
meeting occurred on Dec. 5th at
a DC hotel, later identified as the
Hilton, after an earlier planned
meeting at EDA offices at Royal
Phoenix was cancelled. The town
manager said he introduced officials of both companies and left.
What’s the big deal?
At several points Graham summarized his perspective in an attempt to allay council fears.
“If AMP comes back in and they
say regardless of the RFP – ‘Front
Royal, we want you to buy 3
megawatts of solar power, do you
want to buy it?’ … it’s a decision of
council whether they want to go
out and do the project themselves,
buy it from an independent group
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“But it’s a free enterprise system whether we spend
a hundred grand trying to back door somebody or
not,” Shae Parker essentially told council.
of people, or whether they want
to even entertain AMP. We can
say to AMP, we’re not interested,
we’re doing our own. It is purely
council’s decision which direction
they want to go. We have two options now, instead of one … If we
want to get one of the top three
bids and it’s a better price and the
financing works out the way you
want it to, then go with them. To
be honest I don’t really care which
way you go.”
Mayor Eugene Tewalt agreed
and pointed to the benefit of the
AMP option.
“If AMP comes in today and
says ‘we’re going to build it and
leave the town completely off the
table,’ to me I don’t see why we’d
even get involved in [the development process],” Tewalt said.
Blame game
But Holloway criticized the
timing of the information coming forth and blamed Graham for
wasting $100,000-plus of town
money. – “I think it’s ridiculous. If
it was known back then there was
a possibility of them coming and
doing this we should have put it
off because it was all in the works

back then,” Holloway said.
“They could take it to their board
meeting and absolutely vote it
down,” Graham pointed out.
“If AMP intended to make a
proposal at that time or at any
later time, why didn’t AMP propose something in that RFP competition?” Robinett said, jumping
back into the fray.
Graham replied they hadn’t progressed far enough along in their
information gathering process to
make a proposal.
“Well that means that they
missed the deadline,” the town attorney reasoned.
“Okay, throw them out then.
Look guys, if you don’t want AMP
to participate that’s fine,” a somewhat exasperated Graham said.
“I think it would be a great thing
but they should have done it the
right way,” Holloway countered of
potential AMP involvement.
After ongoing sparring between
Holloway and Robinett on one
side and Hrbek and Parker on the
other over the ethical and legal
implications of AMP’s alleged end
run of the RFP process, Tewalt
jumped in to defend the town
manager.
“There’s one thing I want to get
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www.TheGreenOutlets.com
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Solar update
across here tonight – Mike’s hasn’t
done anything wrong. This council is the one that told Mike to put
the RFP out. So, don’t get on Mike
because … ‘we didn’t know’ or ‘we
didn’t have all the information.’
It seems to me like Mike’s being
made the scapegoat tonight and
Mike’s not the scapegoat. Mike is
telling you exactly what he heard
today through AMP-Ohio. If we’d
known it three months ago maybe
we wouldn’t have put the RFP out.
But the RFP’s gone out and comes
back on the 15th of March. What
we do with it is up to us … We deal
with them or deal with the RFP’s
or decide on somebody different. We can sit and argue all night
– but it’s not Mike’s problem. It’s
our problem because we’re the
ones who sent out the RFP and
spent the $100,000 … So let’s put
it on our table, on our plate – it’s
not Mike’s plate. He’s given us the
information that we needed and

we ran with it thinking we did the
right thing and maybe we didn’t
do the right thing. But we were
following Mr. Robinett’s opinion
to send out an RFP, so we did.
So let’s put the blame where the
blame’s supposed to be, whether
it’s on Tom [Robinett] or on the
council – and I think it’s on the
council tonight because we’re the
ones who told him to put it out.”
After that scathing mayoral appraisal, Lauder subtly changed
the subject, asking why the town’s
energy director and AMP board
member wasn’t present to answer
questions at the work session.
“The first reason he’s not here is
because he didn’t think there was
anything important to tell you,”
the mayor shot back. “All Mike
was telling you was that AMP had
consideration on the table with
SolAVerde or whoever … He was
just giving you the information he
heard today from AMP-Ohio. So

Open for tastings
Saturdays & Sundays
11am - 5pm
oasiswines.net • 540-635-3103

“There’s one thing I want to get across here tonight - Mike’s hasn’t done anything wrong. This council is the one that told Mike to put the RFP out. So,
don’t get on Mike because…‘we didn’t know’…It’s our problem because we’re
the ones who sent out the RFP and spent the $100,000.” – Mayor Tewalt

why jump on Mike?” an increasingly perturbed Tewalt replied.
“I’m not jumping on Mike,”
Lauder said.
“I don’t think anybody jumped
on Mike,” Holloway added.
“Well I think we have. And
whether we did or didn’t that’s
your opinion,” the mayor replied sharply. “But the point is
Joe [Waltz] is on vacation and he
thought it was going to be something simple tonight and I did
too.”
First mistake, Mr. Mayor – Never in River City and certainly never with this council is anything
simple.
AMP who?
The town became a partner in
the AMP-Ohio municipal network about three years ago during the previous council’s tenure
when it committed to a 50-year
contract on the purchase of coal-

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Disappointed about something that didn’t
go your way? Cheer up. Look at the
reasons it happened, and you could
find a valuable lesson about what to do
(or not do!) the next time.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) It’s a
good time to do some reassessing of
plans and goals — even how you considered redoing your bathroom. The
point is to be open to change if change
can improve things.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Take
some time to learn who is the right person (or persons) to approach and discuss your ideas with for your new project. Also, reserve time to prepare for
an upcoming family event.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Dealing with a demanding situation, as you
recently did, could drain much of your
own emotional reserves. Take time to
relax and indulge yourself in some
well-earned pampering.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) The
regal Lion might feel that she or he is
above emotional displays. But showing your feelings can be liberating for
you, and reassuring for someone who
has been waiting for you to do so.
VIRGO (August 23 to September
22) An emotionally needy person
might make more demands than you
can cope with. Best to ask for some
breathing space NOW, before resentment sets in and makes communication

fired power and an investment in
existing and planned coal-fired
power plants in the Ohio Valley. Town Energy Director Waltz
brought the municipal partnership to the town’s attention as a
potential hedge against long-term
upward market pricing trends.
AMP is also involved in developing sustainable energy sources
and the town has purchased
some hydro power, 5 megawatts
in Phase One of AMP’s hydro expansion along the Ohio River, and
is currently negotiating the purchase of 2.7 megawatts more hydro power in Phase Two of AMP’s
hydro projects (at least they have
dams that work).
The goal of the AMP partnership is to insure members of lower,
long-term energy rates from a diversified portfolio mixing carbon
and sustainable energy sources as
a hedge against traditionally rising market prices and sharp fluctuations in any one power source.

difficult.
LIBRA (September 23 to October
22) An unexpected spate of mixed signals could cause serious schedule setbacks. Best to focus on straightening
everything out as soon as possible and
get everyone back on track.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) Be aware that someone in the
workplace could try to use a disagreement with a colleague against you. If
so, be prepared to offer your side of the
story with the facts to back you up.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to
December 21) An unexpected challenge to a previous decision can be
unsettling. But your reservoir of selfconfidence — plus your loyal supporters — should help carry the day for
you. Good luck.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) While the idea of making
some sort of major move in the near
future continues to interest you, don’t
overlook a new possibility that could
be emerging closer to home.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Be careful not to base an
upcoming decision on gossip or anything you might hear if it can’t meet
provable standards. That’s true regardless of whom the source might be.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20)
You might still need to do some solid
reassessing early in the week before
you can close that sensitive situation. A
new job-related opportunity could present itself later in the week.
BORN THIS WEEK:You are extraordinarily sensitive to people’s feelings, and you’re always ready to offer
comfort if necessary.
© 2010 King Features Synd., Inc.
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“While the court recognizes some limited failure of WCDSS to comply with the Act, it has noted the
department’s extraordinary expenditure of time and funds to comply with the petitioner’s extensive
and burdensome requests and therefore the assessment of other than [$1,500] would be ‘unjust.’ ”

FOIA decision

Drip, drip – the torture never stops for WCDSS
Selover to appeal Warren County Social Services FOIA decision

Linda Selover, here in file photo, may have been less
than pleased by initial court ruling in her FOIA suit
against the Warren County Department of Social Services.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Following what was an essentially
stinging judicial assessment of the
overriding failures of her Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) suit against
the Warren County Department of
Social Services it appears that Linda
Selover will appeal that decision.
On Feb. 19, Warren County General District Court Judge W. Dale
Houff eliminated requested personal
sanctions against WCDSS Director
Ron King and former Social Services
Board Chairman Prudence Mathews
and ruled that any departmental

violations of FOIA compliance were
“minor” and unintentional. However, Houff awarded Selover what
he termed a “meager” sum of $1,500
in attorney’s fees related to the case
– apparently it wasn’t enough.
Selover has not responded to
phone or e-mail inquiries about her
reaction to the case and compensation rulings. However, County Attorney Blair Mitchell gave us a ballpark
$25,000 estimate of county time and
taxpayer money he has devoted to
WCDSS’s defense. – “I would imagine Mr. Kaufman has spent a comparable amount of time on the case
though I have no idea about his fees,”

Mitchell said in hedging a guess on
plaintiff legal fees.
“While the court recognizes some
limited failure of WCDSS to comply
with the Act, it has noted the department’s extraordinary expenditure of
time and funds to comply with the
petitioner’s extensive and burdensome requests and therefore the assessment of other than the sum cited
would be ‘unjust,’ ” Houff wrote of his
compensation ruling. “I do find that
the Warren County Department of
Social Services has not been strictly
faithful to the provisions of the Act
and that some minimal attorney’s
fees should be assessed against the
defendant, but cannot find that the
plaintiff has substantially prevailed
or that any violations of the Act were
other than minor or that the Department has not made reasonable efforts to ascertain and comply with
plaintiff ’s requests.”
On March 3, County Attorney
Mitchell said all he knew about an
appeal was what he had read in local
daily newspapers. “We’ve not heard
from Ms. Selover or heard from her
attorney or from the court clerk’s office yet. But I did read that there was
an April 19 date on motions day for
the appeal. If that is accurate it would
likely only be to set a trail date,”
Mitchell said of moving the case upstairs to circuit court.
After an initial Feb. 22 call back
from Selover attorney Kaufman stating that he and his client had been
unaware a decision had been rendered prior to our call for a reaction
comment, we have not heard back
from the Fairfax-based attorney.
Of an appeal Shenandoah District
Supervisor Richard Traczyk said, “It
is truly disappointing the Mrs. Selover will contest the judge’s ruling,
although knowing the history it’s not
surprising. The hidden cost to the
county taxpayers is enormous in the

time our County attorney spends in
preparing for court appearances on
this issue, when far more important
issues need his attention. It is just
plain disappointing.”
Shooting in the dark?
During the trial much argument
was made over the scope and broad
nature of Selover’s FOIA requests.
– “I think we’ve both been chasing smoke,” Mitchell said of his and
Kaufman’s efforts after a final June
5th hearing last year.
“Part of the problem is that we
haven’t known how much is there, I
think Mr. Mitchell probably would
agree with this statement – that you
don’t know for sure what’s there either,” Kaufman added following that
5-1/2 hour, June 5 hearing.
“I’m almost positive these are not
there – alright, I’m positive – if they
are I’ll have to eat my words,” Selover
told the court of alleged failures to
provide requested information during that same June 2009 hearing.
Asked about the purpose behind
her FOIA requests during the trial,
Selover declined comment while
the case was still pending. Kaufman
added that the reason for his client’s
requests were irrelevant to the FOIA
legal argument, rather his focus was
on his client and the public’s right

to have access to publicly generated
government records.
While noting as Kaufman stated,
that a plaintiff ’s motives are not relevant to compliance with FOIA law
and adding that such did not weigh
into his decision, the judge did observe, “Documents filed in this case
and some of the petitioner’s statements have made clear her personal
animosity toward the department for
personal reasons and that her efforts
may involve the support of other parties …”
In his decision Houff addressed the
scope of Selover’s requests and the
timing of responses.
“Plaintiff contends she did not receive promptly all documents used
or distributed at WCDSS meetings
and believes she has never received
some such documents. She also alleges under paragraph five of the
[FOIA] agreement she has not received all the documents and electronic communications generated
between Sept. 1, 2006, and April 7,
2007, involving seven persons.
“While there was some delay in responding to petitioner’s requests this
appears to be largely justifiable because of the scope and non-specific
nature of the request. The court also
had difficulty in understanding what
materials the petitioner sought … The
court has difficulty finding WCDSS
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FOIA decision

The court ruled that citizens submitting often irrelevant materials to public meetings does not make that
material a FOIA-able part of the public record - that
means you too, Mr. Bill.
guilty of delay in providing material
when it took petitioner many months
to clarify her request and to state
specifically what she wanted.”
Houff also dismissed the notion the
plaintiff or others could submit their
own documents at public meetings
to become the target of their own
subsequent FOIA requests.
“Plaintiff and others (Mr. Bill, is
that you?) apparently on occasion offered documents at Board meetings,

thereby claiming they became pubic
records. The court finds no basis for
this, and believes the Board is not
obligated to receive and include in its
‘public records’ such random and arguably irrelevant material,” the ruling
states.
Houff did observe that WCDSS
could have been “more cautious in
appropriately discarding records as
the petitioners request was being
clarified,” but added, “the court finds
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While noting [motive] did not weigh into his decision, the judge did observe “Documents filed in this
case and some of the petitioner’s statements have made clear her personal animosity toward the department for personal reasons and that her efforts may involve the support of other parties.”
no intent or reckless action on the
part of WCDSS” regarding those materials.
The judge also expressed “some
concern” over “the alleged failure”
of WCDSS to provide all requested
electronic communications, many
related to the above observation.
However, he cited routine computer
file maintenance and search methods
employed by a contracted computer
services expert based on employee
ID numbers as perhaps leaving some
gaps. “While some loss or destruction of [electronic] items may have
occurred the court is satisfied it was
not with any intent to evade the Act
and WCDSS expended substantial
funds and efforts to comply,” Houff
wrote.
Not served
As for King and Mathews personal
liability for alleged non-compliance
the judge points out neither was
named in the plaintiff ’s original petition and were not “mentioned” in an
included “statement of good cause”
justifying the filing of the FOIA complaint. Neither was ever officially
served as a defendant and Mathews
was never sent any of the subsequent
case documentation, the judge points

out.
“To now claim, apparently for the
first time, that Mr. King and Ms.
Mathews were individual parties to
this suit subject to any sanctions is
without any basis,” Houff concluded.
The torture never stops
The judge also apologized for the
time it took him to render a decision
in a case that was winding down last
summer and which he observed was
“unusual in its scope and time frame
and materials filed, especially for
General District Court.”
However the judge added, “… as
Mr. Kaufman stated in his reply filed
June 30, 2009, this lawsuit has been
protracted far beyond what the au-

thors of Virginia’s Freedom of Information Act … could possibly have
anticipated.”
While the court did not place
blame for the “far beyond” nature of
the case, he did observe that it was
the result of the petitioner (Selover)’s
action initially filed on May 15, 2008
and subsequently “prosecuted for her
by two successive attorneys” involving proceedings heard by two judges
on seven days, July 18, 2008, Sept. 5,
2008, Dec. 19, 2008, Jan. 30, 2009,
Feb. 6, 2009, April 17, 2009 and June
5, 2009, culminated by five written
arguments by both sides and a case
file of about 1,400 pages.
Wonder who the lucky judge upstairs is – Wetzel or Hupp?
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“The Town’s parks & trails plan will help restore the largely unspoiled beauty of the North ForkShenandoah River and…The restoration of a free flowing river is consistent with the program objectives of [state & local govt.].” - But of course in River City nothing’s as simple as it might on the surface
appear to be.

Town

Town delays decision on removing Riverton Dam
But votes to continue process on accessing fed, state money

A recent shot of the Riverton Dam totally submerged due to four feet of
melting snow upstream.
Photo courtesy: Cody
Fincham.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
While it is far from clear whether
a majority of the Front Royal Town
Council will continue to support
utilizing available federal and state
grants totaling $123,000 to tear the
deteriorated, now functionless and
occasionally fatal Riverton Dam, it
did vote 5-1 on Feb. 22 to keep that
option alive.
Only Thomas Sayre, citing newly
announced council candidate Joe
Swiger as a source for his change of
opinion on the advisability of tearing the dam down, voted to halt the
grant application process. Voting to
stop the process on Feb. 22 would
have eliminated the possibility of
accessing the government stimulus
money on the spot and rendered irrelevant the gathering of additional
information on costs to maintain the
dam – one man’s opinion is as good
as multiple fed, state and engineering ones, I guess. Sayre removed approval of authorizing staff to simply

complete the application process
from the meeting’s consent agenda
where it would have been approved
as a matter of routine.
Town Manager Michael Graham
explained that authorizing completion of the application did not commit the town to accept the money or
proceed with the dam demolition.
However a failure to move forward
on the application would have ended
the possibility of getting “free money” from the government to remove
a dam that serves no real purpose to
the community other than providing
an attractive and potentially deadly
fishing spot – unless of course you
sit at the Riverton boat ramp staring
at it glazed eyed, pondering its role
in the history of Front Royal (see related “ ‘Dammed’ if you do” story).
Graham also noted that a failure to
utilize the stimulus money to remove
the dam will put an imminent “financial obligation on the town to repair”
it.
Following some discussion it was
agreed to have staff accumulate more
information on not only what a repaired dam would cost the town, but
what use it could actually be put to.
Tom Conkey said it remained vague
to him exactly why the town would
want to keep the bridge in tact.
– “People carrying children across
the dam are an obvious safety issue
… we have heard why to do it – it is
damaged and lest it come down of its
own accord. But I am not clear on all
the pros and cons.” Conkey even suggest having a public hearing to allow
the public to chime in, though staff
pointed out a public hearing was not
required to apply for or accept the
grants.
Prior to the Feb. 22 meeting, May-

or Eugene Tewalt had stood alone
in opposing the dam’s demolition at
virtually no cost to the town ($3,000
of administrative fees). The town
owns the dam, which has not been
functional since 1930, and would
be totally responsible for the cost of
restoring it. At work sessions Tewalt
has expressed the belief the dam
could some day be restored and perhaps utilized by the town as a potential hydro power source. However,
both river activists and state officials
have told the town such a use is unlikely. That is due to the subsequently
lower level of water flow in the North
Fork of the Shenandoah River due to
increased municipal water usage upstream.
During Feb. 22 discussion, Carson
Lauder bemoaned the fact the town
could access government funds to
tear the bridge down but not restore
or replace it. Lauder called the bridge
a part of the cultural heritage of the
community (I guess, if you consider
drowning fisherman a cultural heritage). However, the removal plan
calls for preserving two pillars as an
historical acknowledgement of the
dam’s existence.
But apparently from both the state
and federal Game & Inland Fishery
perspectives the dam is a detriment
to both aquatic life in the river and
human recreational uses on it. During 2009 work session discussions of
the potential availability of the stimulus money to remove the dam, Virginia Department of Game & Inland
Fisheries Regional Fisheries Manager
Larry Mohn called the dam “a highhazard” structure that not only has
contributed to a number of fatalities, but also is a detriment to local
eel population migration. Mohn also

said removal of the dam would improve recreational uses by allowing
canoe launch and retrieval site connections both up and down stream
of the dam. His department also
disputes the future use of a dammed
North Fork as a viable water source
for the town.
Responding to questions, Mohn
said removal of the dam would have
minimal impact on recreational uses
upstream because currently the dam
is leaking at its base, among other
locations, so is not creating a great
disparity in the river’s levels as it is.
In the proposed Grant Agreement,
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
states that it and the Town of Front
Royal have “common interests” in
dam removals in the North Fork of
the Shenandoah River watershed.”
Those interests include the fed’s desire to improve and facilitate the habitat of local aquatic and other wildlife
and Front Royal’s desire to “connect
the Downtown, riverfront and national/state parks by implementing
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parties,” the feds conclude.
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Town of inertia

Read all issues in their entirety FREE on www.WarrenCountyReport.com

“I’ve wanted to keep it but it may be time to look at it in a different way. If
we are looking at a half million to a million dollar expense it may be time to
change my view.” – Mayor Eugene Tewalt

‘Dammed’ if you don’t – damned if you do
Council ponders expenditure to pin down dam reconstruction costs

Thomas Sayre, foreground, and Mayor Eugene Tewalt
appear to be moving in opposite directions on whether the town should accept fed and state stimulus
money to tear down the Riverton Dam.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Paralyzed by its own inability to
make rational decisions with information provided to it, the Front
Royal Town Council delayed action
on a $3,000 expenditure to get more
details on a projected $500,000 to
$1-million estimate to save and
maintain the Riverton Dam.
After a year of discussion with
state officials indicating its intention
to accept federal and state stimulus
funds of $123,000 to tear the badly
deteriorated, 100-plus-year-old dam
down, council began hedging on that
move at its meeting of Feb. 22 (see
related story). Prior to that point
only Mayor Eugene Tewalt, a former
town Public Works director who has

Lucky Star

actually overseen repair work on the
dam, had supported rejecting the
grant money to tear the dam down.
However after being presented
with ballpark figures showing the estimated cost range of saving a dam it
is not clear could ever again be used
to produce enough power to justify its existence, Tewalt said, “I’ve
wanted to keep it but it may be time
to look at it in a different way. If we
are looking at a half million to a million dollar expense it may be time to
change my view.”
But if the mayor was coming
around after current Public Works
Director Steve Burke summarized
the dam’s history, status and cost
estimates, others were in full retreat
from making an informed decision
based on the facts at hand.

Front Royal’s

FAVORITE
MUSIC VENUE

Those facts include:
• the town’s 1904 purchase of the
“Kenner Dam” to construct a hydroelectric power plant on the Shenandoah River’s North Fork;
• the town’s abandonment of the
dam as a power source in 1930 after improvements to another dam
owned by Warren Power Corporation downstream altered the river’s
water levels and reduced the dam effectiveness as a hydro power source;
• an initial $3,000 cost to further
inspect a dam already known to
be cracked and leaking in multiple
places;
• a subsequent expenditure of
$30,000 for a more detailed inspection and evaluation of downstream
impacts, as well as pinning down

exactly where between $150,000 and
$500,000 or more it will finally take
to repair the dam;
• verifying other costs estimated at
between $150,000 to $300,000 associated with bringing a repaired dam
into compliance with state and federal regulations related to maintaining
the migratory patterns of the river’s
aquatic life. Town Manager Michael
Graham explained that over the past
year state and federal officials have
let the town slide on mandated repairs related to this latter expense
because it was their understanding
the town would accept the stimulus
money to tear the dam down;
• an altered upstream water use pattern by municipalities, including
Winchester that has significantly re-

duced the river’s flow to the dam;
• and an unknown timeframe on
even the first phase of the dam’s
inspection due to continued high
water levels from four feet of melting snow off mountains upstream.
Burke told council a decision will
have to be made on accepting or rejecting the federal and state stimulus
money within one to two months.
Simple enough, eh? – Either accept free government money to tear
down a dam that hasn’t been functional since 1930 and likely could
not again be used to produce enough
power to justify its existence, or
spend perhaps a million dollars of
taxpayer money on the long-shot
the dam could be reborn through an
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“Spend it.” – Councilman Carson Lauder on initial $3,000 expenditure to
study exactly where between $500,000 and $1 million repairing the Riverton
Dam would cost the town
80-year time warp to again become
a major provider of hydro power to
the town’s electric department.
Not so fast, sports fans.
“Spend it,” Carson Lauder said of
the initial $3,000 expenditure. Lauder stated that town Director of Energy Service Joe Waltz told him he
wanted to keep the dam as a potential source of power and revenue.
“When did he tell you that?” Graham asked. “Because that is the opposite of what he told me.”
Lauder said his referenced conversation took place the previous
Saturday, though “not face to face.”
Unfortunately Waltz, whom Graham said was taking some vacation
days off, was not present to clarify
his perspective.
Tom Sayre and Shae Parker suggested delaying a decision until after
a March 22 public hearing council
decided to hold to allow the public
to weigh in, though such a move is
not necessary to either accept or
deny the stimulus money.
Of what only a month earlier had
appeared to be a unanimous or
at least five-person consensus to
take the money and get rid of the
dam at little expense to the town,
on March 1 only Vice Mayor Bret
Hrbek and Chris Holloway held that
line, though Tom Conkey, who has
supported the dams’ removal in past
discussions, was absent from the
work session.
“Get rid of it,” Hrbek said of the
dam.
“I feel it’s a waste of money,” Holloway said of spending money to
further study the dam’s condition.
However Parker countered that
since council operated in a democracy, the public should be allowed to
weigh in, even if it were to be only a
few of the town’s 7,000 to 8,000 registered voters (we’ve seen how that
works or doesn’t at recent council
meetings – heck, we’re lucky if 1,000
show up for town elections).
Parker asked if it might not be
more feasible to take the stimulus
money to tear the bridge down then
rebuild it if council so desired at less
cost than a fix might take. However,
the mayor pointed out that were the
bridge to be removed it would be
very unlikely the town could ever
acquire the necessary permits from
the state to build another one. Town
Attorney Tom Robinett concurred
with the mayor on that observation.
Sidebar - Civics 101
We might note that Councilman
Parker was wrong on his above
referenced observation about the
town’s form of government. The
last time we checked, the U.S. federal government and all its state and

municipal sub branches were democratically-based Republican forms of
government. Republics are a system
where the general population elects
representatives to make decisions
on the myriad issues that impact
the life of society. The intent, as we
recall from high school and college
civics courses, was to create a layer
of insulation between governmental decision making and the quickly
changing and often uninformed
emotion of the moment that has existed within the general population
of societies throughout history. In a
pure democracy the entire electorate
would vote on every issue – sort of
government by referendum, perhaps
anarchy at worst, or a dictatorship of
the proletariat at “less worst.”
America’s Republic is designed to
allow the elected representatives of
the people to take the time to wade
past emotion and ill-informed opinions to make measured choices based
on all the facts at their disposal that

the general public doesn’t have the
time or initiative to examine.
In light of the above work session
discussion and some other recent
council theaters of the absurd some
might ponder whether this form of
government is functioning as intended within the town limits of
Front Royal or beyond at this particular juncture of American history.
See you on the 22nd?
“There comes a time to make a decision on whether you want to spend
a half million dollars or more to fix it
whether some people want it or not,”
Tewalt told council at the end of the
discussion.
So what are we doing?” the town
manager asked, seeking guidance on
the stimulus money application process.
“It looks like we’re not going to do
anything until the public hearing,”
the mayor replied.
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Opinion:

Only drunks drown?

By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

Safety has been a major factor in the Front
Royal Town Council discussion of removal of
the badly deteriorated Riverton Dam it owns
(see stories elsewhere in this issue). There
have been multiple fatalities in the swirling
waters around the dam, which has long been
its own lure to fisherman knowing the water
around the dam’s attraction to aquatic life.
And while those safety issues – the town
has already posted a no trespassing sign to
keep people from walking on or fishing directly off of it – have been a major factor in
propelling movement on accessing $123,000
of fed and state money for the dam’s removal
forward, one citizen who addressed council
on Feb. 22 dismissed that notion.
Citing past missionary work in Africa and
Asia, David Howard Benner cited the importance of dams to communities. Despite to
our knowledge never being directly involved
in past town-state communications or work
session discussions about the dam’s status,
viability and function, Benner asserted that
potential impacts of removing the dam were
unknown, adding that once removed the
town could never get the dam back.
During his Public Comments presentation
Benner cited “some concern” the dam may
be a safety hazard. However Benner suggested rather than remove the hazard, the town
take advantage of the dam’s attraction to
fishermen by issuing permits to boat near it
as a mean’s of revenue generation. It was un-

clear how Mr. Benner thought issuing permits might improve safety for boaters and
fishermen around the existing dam, which
were it to be repaired would be done so at
the sole expense of the town and its taxpayers at considerably more than $123,000 (see
related story). Perhaps a “fish at your own
risk” clause would simply eliminate any potential liability upon the town for future fatalities related to the now useless dam’s presence on the river.
As for past fatalities at the dam, Benner
dismissed them in one fell swoop, suggesting
a check of the blood-alcohol levels of those
victims.
In the summer of 2002 Tom Walker became the most recent fatality at the dam. I
was aware of Walker from newspaper involvement with the Warren County High
School wrestling program. Walker’s son,
Thad, wrestled for some of those excellent
Wildcat teams and Tom Walker was very
active among the wrestling boosters club.
In fact, he was credited with originating the
distinctive Wildcat stomp fans would generate through gyms during matches.
On the day he died, Tom Walker was fishing
near the Riverton Dam with his sons Thad,
about 17 at the time, and Trevor and a friend
of Trevor’s, both around 9 or 10 years of age.
Walker was taking advantage of recent rains
that had water levels up around the dam and
would make the area a prime fishing spot.
Even for experienced fisherman, it is a riskreward strategy. This time Walker’s boat got
caught in a whirlpool. As we recall from cov-

ering the death at a different paper almost
eight years ago, Thad Walker leapt from
the boat at his father’s urging. Tom Walker
then hurled the two younger boys away from
the boat and the whirlpool in which he was
trapped just before his boat was swamped
and he disappeared in the churning waters.
Thad risked his own life unsuccessfully
trying to get his father away from the dam.
Eventually Tom Walker was drug under. His
body didn’t come up and wasn’t recovered
for two days. All the boys survived. Tom
Walker’s quick reaction to the predicament
and his older son’s help getting them to shore
were credited with saving the younger boys
lives.
We checked with friends of Walker’s, who
told us that he did not drink at all during that
period of his life. His death sent shockwaves
not only through his family and personal
friends, but also through the Warren County
High School athletic and student community, an extended family he developed with his
enthusiasm and devotion to it.
We believe David Howard Benner owes
the family and friends of Tom Walker, and
perhaps many others, an apology as public
as his now locally televised remarks to the
Front Royal Town Council viewable on the
town’s website and local cable public access
channel.
And perhaps Mr. Benner should check his
own blood level for arrogance-inducing substances prior to the next time he rises publicly to offhandedly besmirch the lives and
deaths of people he knows nothing about.
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“The county should certainly take over management of the Shenandoah Farms Sanitary
District as planned and urged all these months and years, for all the reasons presented.”
Farms resident Melissa Chappell-White

County

County poised to vote on Farms management
Fire Marshal proposal also up for decision at March 16 board meeting
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Larry Andrews regales the county board with tales
of overzealous open burn restriction enforcement by
local fire personnel in front of interested spectators
Fire & Rescue Chief Richard Mabie and Fire Marshall
Bill - wait that’s Fire Officer Gerry Maiatico, not Jim
Carrey - darn, sorry Gerry.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
In the wake of a March 2 work session it appears the county will take
a fast track on a decision on its role
in the future management of the
Shenandoah Farms Sanitary District.
The board is expected to vote on
which of several options to pursue at
its next meeting of March 16.
However Richard Traczyk, in whose
district the Farms lies, disagrees any
decision will be a fast-track one. “We
have been actively working on this
since last spring, so I would not say
we were jumping the gun,” Traczyk
told us. Traczyk’s perspective from
working with County Administrator
Doug Stanley on the issue for perhaps eight months may be slightly
different that some Farms residents
who spoke at a Feb. 16 public hearing on management options. It then
appeared no one on either side of the
fence about the quality of the current volunteer board management
favored quick action before all the
financial implications of contracted
or direct county management were
established.
Chief among the options the county is considering are maintaining the
status quo with the Property Owners
of Shenandoah Farms (POSF) and
its Board of Directors maintaining
direct control; more direct county
oversight, possibly with a professional intermediary and the existing
board maintained in an advisory capacity (that sounds familiar); hiring

of an outside contracted professional
management individual or team; or
direct management by the county as
a unit of county government.
At the regular meeting prior to the
March 2 work session, Melissa Chappell-White urged the county to step
in immediately.
“The county should certainly take
over management of the Shenandoah
Farms Sanitary District as planned
and urged all these months and years,
for all the reasons presented, including that the property owners association volunteers lack the appropriate
professional expertise, not least any
accounting, road construction and
surfacing or engineering training.”
But even Chappell-White urged
caution as far as incurring additional
costs as a result of the management
change. She urged “professional
evaluation of appropriate road construction and surfacing” and a “professional cost analysis” of the options
on road maintenance and construction” so that the district’s taxpayers
could decide which professionally
determined options “they are willing
to pay for.”
During the February public hearing
current POSF (Property Owners of
Shenandoah Farms) Chairman Matt
Pearson told the board he thought
more discussion to create a viable
and effective option was preferable
to leaping into change for change’s
sake.
“We have excellent volunteers with
a wide range of backgrounds,” Pearson told us. He said the existing sys-
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tem provides more service than could
likely be paid for under other scenarios. “Our contractors consistently
give back to the community more
than what we can pay them,” he said.
However both Pearson and current
POSF Road Chairman Willie Surface
said they welcomed the county’s help
as the Sanitary District’s annual budget approaches $1 million annually
from its current $700,000-plus level.
One resident speaking at the February public hearing lauded the POSF
board for its past work. Carol Olson
told the supervisors she thought
the all volunteer board had “done a
tremendous job” under trying circumstances. Olson pointed out that
she, like some other Farms residents

Royal Family

Bowling Center
Behind Gateway Plaze
Rt. 522 So., Front Royal
540-636-3113
$2.00 game Monday

chose to live with direct access to a
state road in order to avoid some of
the transportation problems that are
the main sticking point, along with
equal pay for equal representation
– or at least equal road work – for
those residents publicly at odds with
POSF management and contract
workers. Olson said that while she
remained concerned about the well
being of those in more off the beaten
path locations, she remained “a little
nervous” about the potential expense
of county or professional management aiming for more sweeping
road maintenance throughout the
sprawling subdivision and Sanitary
District’s paved and unpaved road
system.
Chappell-White pointed to her
own confusion about the amount
of roads the POSF was maintaining with Sanitary District taxes. She
pointed to varying public meeting
estimates from 60-65 miles, to 80-85
miles and one that even topped out
at 100 miles of roads in the Sanitary
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Come out & play in the dark
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District (that last one might include
those old Civil War foot trails at the
mountain tops).
On Feb. 16, Stanley, who could find
this mess dumped on his lap in whole
or part, tried to explain some of the
numbers discrepancies that remain
on ongoing concern for some. He
said that due to some restructuring
removing approximately one thousand lots there were actually 3,066
parcels in the Sanitary District with
1,955 property owners – “some own
more than one lot,” he pointed out. Of
those 1,955 Sanitary District property owners, Stanley said that currently
1,574, or 85 percent, were up to date
in payment of their Sanitary District
taxes.
At the public hearing, Pearson
pointed out that Farms property
owners were currently paying less
in annual Sanitary District taxes and
fees than he paid for one electrical
bill. How, he wondered, can the level
of service – primarily road maintenance – be increased to encompass

540-635-5209

was $2,700
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County
all the district’s roads without raising
district fees?
On March 16 it appears the
Shenandoah Farms Sanitary District
management ball will begin rolling again (not that it’s ever stopped)
– at issue is in which direction, with
whose input and at what cost???
Fire Marshall Bill?
We left the pending March 2 work
session when county Fire & Rescue
and Emergency Services Chief Richard Mabie informed us that contrary
to what we had been told, Jim Carrey
was not resurrecting his “In Living
Color” Fire Marshal Bill character to
help lobby the supervisors on his department’s desire to establish a Fire
Marshall’s position within the local
department.
The board also tabled a decision
on that request following a Jan. 19
public hearing. One speaker, Larry
Andrews, entranced the board, particularly Chairman Archie Fox who
was so mesmerized he lost track of
the five minute time limit on speakers. Andrews was in full monologue
stride at the 20-minute mark when
one reporter left. That extended
Andrews’ performance focused on
the dangers of extending control of
preventative fire safety standards beyond the realm of the state.
“Not as a disrespect to our fire officials,” Andrews began in his typical
folksy style prior to repeatedly referencing Chief Mabie as Mr. Mabry.
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At any rate, Andrews’ personal horror stories of experiences with overzealous and ill-informed local fire
officials descending upon his efforts
at open, controlled burns may have
had a lasting impact on the board
– or maybe it’s just the fear of taking on additional expenses in a down
economy.
However, Mabry, err I mean Mabie
told the board the fire marshal position would likely be promoted from
within minimizing costs. The departmental proposal also notes that it has
incurred as much as $6,500 in annual
overtime expenses associated with
implementation of existing fire safety
and prevention programs.
In summarizing the proposal in
January, Mabie pointed to fire statistics he said reflected the effectiveness and potential life saving aspect
of what preventive programs the
department is able to offer now. The
new position will enhance those programs, Mabie said, as well put teeth
in fire safety standards, another preventative measure, within the community.
The departmental report on the
creation of the fire marshal position
points out the move is being made
after an internal study of recommendations within the Springsted study
of county fire and rescue operations
commissioned by the supervisors,
the results of which were received
last year. Pointing to pages 58-59 of
the Springsted “EMS, Fire Services
and Emergency Communications
Report” the departmental proposal
notes it is recommended to “establish
a formal position of fire marshal and
staff the fire prevention division with
two full time personnel responsible
for fire education and prevention
programs by FY 2012.”
Careful what you pay for – it may
tell you to do something you can’t
afford after your consultant fees are
tabulated. But mabie, err maybe it
would just be creating a redundant
position since the state already has
fire marshal standards … but when
was the last time you saw a state fire
official bullying some commercial
property owner about keeping access
to fire suppression hookups open or
harassing some poor local farmer
trying to clear his field upwind from
some neighbor that he was downwind of just a second ago??
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Schools on edge as state numbers come due
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

The Warren County School
Board may discuss budget implications at a March 4th work
session if proposed state funding
numbers are in. Public Schools
Finance Director Rob Ballentine
had not found those eagerly, or
perhaps not so eagerly anticipated figures posted on the General
Assembly website the day prior
to a Special Meeting and potential budget work session slated

for the evening of March 4.
To be discussed at the special
meeting were:
· a resolution allowing a Deed of
Easement to be signed allowing
the Skyline Vista Drive entrance
to Skyline High School to be included as part of the Virginia
Department of Transportation’s
state road maintenance network;
· a request to eliminate requirements that support staff only be
allowed to be hired on a yearly
basis. There is no state requirement mandating this condition
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‘Special Day’ perfect!
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on jobs that include in this school
system many administrative
posts, including finance, technology, personnel, transportation,
maintenance, as well as nurses,
custodians, instructional assistants, physical therapists, school
resource officers, kitchen staff
– basically any position not requiring a state teaching license.
· A review of the Religious Exemption Policy, which is really a
doozey. By state law public school
systems must allow student waivers for school attendance based
on “a sincere (bona fide) religious
belief ” that is “not essentially a
political, sociological, philosophical viewpoint or personal code.” –
PHEW, wonder how many deeply
religious educational separatists
don’t blur those categories? Also
to qualify “statutory alternatives
to school attendance” must also
not accommodate the belief system of the applicant. The state
code also notes that qualifying
“religious membership” may
be held “within a family group
alone.”

As for a potential budget discussion, Ballentine told us the
school system is facing a preliminary deficit of over $3.4 million,
including an initially anticipated
$2.85 million reduction in state
funding.
The proposed school system
budget is $49,054,936, compared to FY 2010’s $48,451,695.
That proposed budget includes
$40,577,658 in salaries and benefits with no proposed salary increases or additional positions.
The system has proposed a flat
non-labor budget of $8,920,526,
equal to the current FY 2010
budget.
Virginia State Retirement rate
increases alone have added just
over a half million dollars to the
coming year’s budget.
One bright note is a $466,989 increase in federal funding, though
$462,915 of ARRA (American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act
of 2009) federal stimulus funding

in that total will only be available
in FY 2011. The ARRA money
funds 9.5 staff positions.
The county’s local funding of
the school system in the current
fiscal year is $19,479,119, which
Ballentine points out is a 2-percent reduction from FY 2009.
The system is hoping for at least
flat funding from the county this
coming fiscal year, though people
in Hell also, unsuccessfully we
are told, hope for ice water they
never see either.
During a report to the supervisors on March 2, Schools Superintendent Pamela McInnis said in
worst case funding scenarios still
on the table the school system is
looking at both staff position and
pay cuts.
Hey, at least things are better
at the Wall Street banks and loan
shark offices we hear, where the
$20 to $40 million executive bonuses are rolling in like a green
tide against Depression.
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What they’re fighting over: a 3-cent real estate hike would cost a person owning a home assessed
for $150,000, $45 more per year ($3.75 per month). An assessed $350,000 home would cost its
owner an extra $100 – or an additional $8.33 per month in annual real estate taxes.

Town

Town split over tax hikes to balance budget
‘Campaigning’ council torn on solutions to $1-million revenue shortfall

Vice Mayor Bret Hrbek, left, ponders economic realities versus political expediency as Mayor Eugene
Tewalt has his back during Feb. 22 public hearing
on proposed tax rates for FY 2011. Only four people
spoke, but two, including one council candidate,
weren’t happy campers.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
It was a small, if partially aggressive public hearing turnout
of citizens weighing in on whether the Front Royal Town Council should raise real estate and
personal property taxes, neither
of which has been raised in a decade, to help balance its budget
in the ongoing national economic downturn. Following lengthy
discussion and some testy exchanges with two political opponents, Mayor Eugene Tewalt cast
the deciding vote to form a 4-3
majority – with Conkey, Lauder
and Hrbek – allowing the town
to keep open the option of 3-cent
real estate and 14-cent personal
property tax increases to make up
an anticipated million dollar rev-

enue shortfall in Fiscal Year 2011.
Council faces a second and final
vote of approval of its FY 2011
tax rates at its March 8 meeting.
But on Feb. 22 it was far from a
public uprising against potential
increases to the existing 7-cent
real estate and 60-cent personal
property tax rates per $100 of assessed value. Rather it was more
an exercise in political theater
(do I smell an election campaign
sizzling?).
Only four people spoke at the
public hearing on the proposed
tax rates and one of those wasn’t
even a town resident. County
resident Eva Challis rose to ask
about an alleged “missing $12
million” cited by earlier speakers (Joe Swiger & Matt Tederick)
- $3 million has been spent to
help keep electric rates down and

CHERRYDALE APARTMENTS FOR RENT

• ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT $510-530
• TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT $600-640
• TWO BEDROOM HOUSE $710.00
Located on Cherrydale Avenue in Front Royal, all are newly renovated with
thermo-pane windows, all new kitchens, baths and appliances. Well located
quiet neighborhood. Garbage pickup included. Free Internet wireless “Hot
Spot.” One year lease and security deposit required. No dogs but cats may
be accepted with an additional agreement and fee.
“Not Luxury, but Value”

FURTHER INFORMATION: (540) 635-6000

$9 million remains in the town’s
electric fund balance, according to staff. Final public hearing
speaker Richard Caricofe simply
urged care in approaching tax
hikes in an ongoing national economic downturn. – “I don’t want
to beat on my chest,” Caricofe
said in prefacing his remarks on
his unease at tax hikes in a tight
economy.
However the first two public
hearing speakers had no qualms
about chest thumping or target
practice at some of those sitting
before them – accurate numbers
or civil differences of opinion be
damned. One speaker was former
town Electric Department Director and local Republican candidate-developer and strategymaker Joe Swiger. The other was
former county Supervisor and
Republican Committee Chairman Matt Tederick (see related
story). Both lambasted council
for even considering a real estate
or personal property tax hike to
balance the town’s budget.
“You have your head in the sand
and I’m going to change that,”
Swiger told council after utilizing
the public hearing as a forum to
announce his council candidacy.
“Do the best you can with what
you’ve got … Stop blaming others
… you can make all the excuses
you want but the buck stops with
you,” Tederick advised.

The actual impact of a 3-cent
real estate tax hike would cost a
person owning a home assessed
for $150,000, $45 more per year
($3.75 per month) on an existing annual tax rate of $105 per
year. An assessed $350,000 home
would cost its owner an extra
$100 – or $8.33 per month in annual real estate taxes on an existing annual real estate tax of $245
per year.
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The personal property tax hike
would essentially set the tax rate
on your automobile at the level it
was at prior to a decline in resale
values in 2008. By our calculations
(and we had to take our shoes off
to do this one), if a person owns
a car assessed at $5,000 they currently pay personal property taxes of $30 per year. The proposed
14-cent hike would raise that rate
to $37 per year. For a $10,000
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Conkey then reiterated his worry that reliance on previously discussed luxury tax increases, such as
cigarettes, meals and lodging could be problematic … (because) citizens who see those taxes as unfair
or too expensive will simply take their business out of town.

Town
car double those numbers; for a
$20k, double again, etc.
During last year’s budget debate
when council rejected a move
many municipalities took, including Warren County, to enact the
same personal property tax hike,
that increase was explained as a
“revenue neutral” move. In other
words the hike compensates for
lost revenue due to sharply declined assessment values primarily on automobiles statewide as
the national economy tanked.
The town finance office has estimated the town revenue generated from the proposed personal property hike of 14 cents at
$120,000. Each penny of the real
estate hike proposal would produce $130,000 of revenue to the
town, or a total of $390,000 if the
full 3-cent hike is approved.
Alternative ‘luxury’ taxes
Reacting to past work session
discussions of alternatives to real
estate or personal property hikes,
the town finance department has
estimated potential revenues of
$50,000 from a $5 increase to the
town’s $20 vehicle decal price;
$300,000 from each new penny
of meals tax on the table; $50,000
from each penny of lodging tax;
and $250,000 from a suggested
10-cent per pack cigarette tax.
During the Feb. 22 discussion,
Tom Conkey reiterated his worry
that reliance on previously discussed luxury tax increases, such
as cigarettes, meals and lodging
could be problematic. The problem comes from the danger citizens who see those taxes as unfair or too expensive will simply
take their business out of town,
buying cheaper cigarettes by the
carton in the county and eating
out at county restaurants with
lower tax rates than the town’s.
Could such luxury taxes on already struggling town businesses
be the fiscal straw that breaks
their backs in a new economic
landscape of Nuevo-Depression
competition with national chains
located in the county’s northside
corridor?
What they ain’t got
What the town does not have,
and what is at the forefront of any
tax increase proposals on the table is an estimated one-plus million dollars of revenue that was
available to balance last year’s

$35 million budget. That shortfall
primarily comes from two sources, an expected loss of about
$410,000 in so-called 599 state
funding of local law enforcement,
and an estimated $600,000 of lost
corridor meals tax fee revenue.
At one point Mayor Tewalt corrected Tederick’s reference to the
current town budget as $42 million (he was only $7 million off ).
Tederick’s apparent reference to
the proposed real estate tax increase from 7 to 10 cents as a 75percent hike went uncorrected
(it’s about 43 percent).
Sidebar - no corridor appeal
Related to that latter $600,000
shortfall, following a closed session mid-meeting to accommodate a long-distance conference
call, council unanimously voted to
let a 30-day deadline on filing an
appeal of Judge Dennis L. Hupp’s
522 corridor decision pass. Town
officials, including Mayor Eugene
Tewalt, Vice Mayor Bret Hrbek
and Councilman Tom Conkey
all indicated the decision was a
financial risk versus reward one
(see related story).
Fair and reliable?
But back to ground zero of a
budget process during an elec-

tion year that is going to require
some kind of tax hikes, or further raids on an uncommitted
General Fund surplus cited by
staff last October as down to $1.6
million and/or cuts to town services and staff. – Vice Mayor Bret
Hrbek, like Swiger and Tederick
a Republican, and a fiscally conservative one at that, reflected on
the tough choices facing council.
Hrbek seemed to audibly sigh
as he referenced the 1984 U.S.
Presidential campaign of Walter
Mondale as a political lesson that
you don’t campaign for office on
platforms including tax hikes.
“I’ve tried every idea to be creative as Mr. Parker suggested,”
Hrbek said of his fellow councilman’s notion that eliminating the
possibility of real estate and personal property taxes would force
council to come up with creative
solutions to find an additional
million dollars of revenue. “It’s an
easy political move to say you’re
not going to raise taxes … you
can cherry pick and eliminate
staff but that will get you nowhere
near a million dollars. And unless
there are also Draconian cuts to
services you are going to get nowhere near a million dollars. We
all have to pull our weight,” Hrbek
said.
Facing this year’s harsh economic realities Hrbek has stated

Tom Conkey wasn’t happy with the tone or substance
of public hearing criticism heaped council’s way by
Joe Swiger and Matt Tederick.

Quilt Retreat
March 29 - April 1st
Chambersburg, PA Rhodes Grove
Sponsored by

Cloth Peddler
Call for details • 540-869-9020
Cloth Peddler • 5330 Main Street, Stephens City VA

www.clothpeddler.com

Crooked
Run
Cleaners
Heaven – Hell
QUALITY!
or Something Else?
Marriage

Learn from this interesting two part Biblical study. Where did the idea of
Heaven and Hell come from? Are your loved ones waiting for you in one
or the other? Jesus told us explicitly the fate of the good, the bad and the
dead and now you have a chance to understand just what lies ahead.
And – why are marriages laden with so many problems? Would you like
to learn how you can strengthen your marriage? And just how harmful
is the new acceptable shacking up, gay relations, etc.? This study on why
God instituted marriage is an important topic for all.
On Saturday, (the Sabbath) March 13th at 1:30 PM at Samuels Public Library we will present information on both of these exciting topics.
We are the Northern Va. Church of God, part of the Churches of God
and for over 70 years have warned of these last days. We teach God’s
laws, His Sabbaths & Holy days, keeping them as the early Church and
Apostles did.
Glenn Douglas Williams - Church of God Ministries International
Northern Virginia Church of God

We do not take collections or solicit for money.

703-268-4201
http://NovaCog.org

Open: Mon. - Fri.
7am - 7pm
Sat. 9am - 6pm
Closed Sunday

$

TARGET SHOPPING CENTER,
FRONT ROYAL

540-635-9960

2

50

“ONE PRICE CLEANERS”
Organic/Healthy

Most Clothing Items

Mens Dress Shirts

$1 each

2 or more w/coupon

Shirts - $1.25 -- 2 or more
Household Items Excluded
• Comforters $25 - ea.
• Down Comforters $35 - ea.
PREPAYMENT REQUIRED

Read all issues in their entirety FREE on www.WarrenCountyReport.com

Early March, 2010 • Warren County Report • Page 17

Could such luxury taxes on already struggling town businesses be the economic straw that breaks their backs in a new landscape of competition with
national chains located in the county’s northside corridor?

Council and mayoral critics Joe Swiger, left, and Matt
Tederick discuss tax rate public hearing, and perhaps electoral, strategies at outset of Feb. 22 town
council meeting.
that if the town is going to continue to provide the current level of
services to its citizens, the fairest
way to finance those services is to
spread the cost out to the greatest
number of citizens with the least
individual impact. Based on the
numbers cited above, real estate
and personal property taxes are
that method, Hrbek believes.
Chris Holloway, who unlike
Hrbek, Parker and Sayre is not
up for election this year, said he
would not support any across the
board tax hike on citizens this
year. However, that he was also
having trouble being creative per
Parker’s suggestion was illustrated by the trouble he had getting
a head of steam up on solutions.
Holloway began, stopped, smiled,
and hesitated once more before
throwing the creative gauntlet
down to staff he has already tried
unsuccessfully to remove from office. – “I challenge Mr. Graham,”
Holloway said of finding creative
solutions to the town’s million
dollar dilemma. “There is no way
I will support the town citizens
making up for the lost corridor
revenue,” Holloway said, reiterating that it was staff ’s responsibility to “find better solutions” than
the average $45 to $100 per year
real estate tax increase; or $7 to
$20 average annual personal
property tax hike on cars.
Carson Lauder pointed out that
he also was not up for re-election
this year but said that his conscience forced him to support the
proposed real estate and personal
property rate increases to assure

the town’s financial viability over
the next several years.
“What if I decided to run in two
years but found that now we’re
out of business because of decisions made today? – Am I going
to vote for this? Yes sir, I am,”
Lauder stated.
“We took a million dollars
[from the General Fund] to balance the budget last year. Now we
have to get $1.2 million more this
year,” Mayor Tewalt began in response to Swiger and Tederick’s
scathing criticism. “We are trying to balance the budget without
too much hardship on the citizens but we can’t just keep eating

the costs,” Tewalt said of ongoing
raids on the town’s cash surplus.
That surplus is held in reserve to
assure a favorable financial ranking for bond issues for necessary
capital improvements and to pay
unexpected costs such as what
may now be between $200,000
and $300,000 in snow removal
and road clearing this winter. “We
have to have a balanced budget.
We’re not like the federal government – we can’t go out and make
more money tomorrow,” Tewalt
said.
However this explanation met
with Tederick’s scorn.
“Mr. Mayor, thank you – you
have just gotten Tim Darr elected.” Tederick said of Tewalt’s
mayoral race opponent.
“Thank you, Mr. Tederick,”
Tewalt said politely as Tederick
left the podium after his second attack on the rationale for
considering the tax increases (I
wasn’t real clear on whether he
was thanking him for his opinions or for leaving the podium).
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“I think it’s important to understand that Judge Hupp’s decision was based on the fact he
viewed the [corridor utility] contracts as vague, rather than a fundamental decision that
a meals tax fee could not be included in the corridor fees.” – Vice Mayor Bret Hrbek

Corridor case

Town will not appeal meals tax fee court ruling
Risk not worth costs in wake of initial court ruling on existing contracts
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Well it appears the Front Royal
Town Council is on the same page
about at least one thing – leaving
well enough alone regarding the initial decisions on the 522 Corridor
lawsuit over the town’s meals taxbased corridor fees.
As mentioned in our budget debate story in this issue, on Feb. 22
following a closed session, long
distance conference call, likely
with Route 522 corridor suit lead
attorney Carter Glass IV, council
unanimously voted to let a 30-day
deadline on filing an appeal of Judge
Dennis L. Hupp’s November, 522
corridor decisions pass.
On the down side, that decision stripped the town’s authority to include a 4-percent meals
tax-based fee to its 522 corridor
water-sewer bills – the estimated
missing $600,000 of town revenue
mentioned in our budget, tax-hike
debate story.
On a somewhat brighter note,
Hupp also ruled the town owed
only about $120,000 in back fee

payments to the three plaintiff restaurants, Cracker Barrel, Applebee’s
and TGIFriday’s, dating to the January 2009 filing of the suit challenging the fees. Had that ruling gone
otherwise the town could have
been liable for millions in back payments to all the corridor restaurants
that have been paying it since they
opened since 2007 – not to mention
to the Quarles truck stop based food
businesses that have been paying it
since somewhere between 1999 and
2002.
Town officials, including Mayor
Eugene Tewalt, Vice Mayor Bret
Hrbek and Councilman Tom Conkey all indicated the decision was a
financial risk versus reward one.
“I think that number one, we made
the decision because of the cost; and
number two, the judge made a ruling based on the existing contracts
and the pass-through nature of the
tax. So without a major change in
the court’s perspective we probably
would have lost the appeal,” Mayor
Tewalt said.
“The potential for success did
not justify the potential expense of
an appeal on the taxpayers,” Hrbek

added.
“It’s called risk-reward or a cost
benefit analysis. And it didn’t seem
the risk was worth the potential cost
to taxpayers,” Conkey said, adding.
“If money wasn’t so tight right now
perhaps it would have been a different decision. But in this economy
we didn’t feel it was worth moving
forward.”
Both the mayor and vice mayor
defended the initial decision to fight
to maintain the fees, particularly
with the estimated $600,000 of current annual meals tax revenue built
into past and current town budgets.
“I think it was well worth the
money we spent – somebody had to
make a decision on whether it was
legal or illegal,” the mayor said. “Our
biggest problem was that while the
non-annexation agreement approved by the three judge panel allowed us to charge a meals tax fee
as part of the taxes equal to in-town
tax rates, in 2005 when the county
implemented its own meals tax, it
superseded ours. With the decision
it is a customer based tax the court
ruled against us. But he did say it

was a ‘close case,’ ” Tewalt pointed
out of the judges’ comments surrounding his decision.
“I think it’s important to understand that Judge Hupp’s decision
was based on the fact he viewed the
[corridor utility] contracts as vague,
rather than a fundamental decision
that a meals tax could not be included in the corridor agreement,”
Hrbek says. “However with that
decision on the contracts made by
the judge, ultimately we felt it would
cost the taxpayers too much to continue.”
Hrbek also dismissed the notion
being forwarded by others that the
town could have ended the case
earlier by agreeing to a compromise
that would have raised all corridor
businesses water-sewer rates. He
referenced recent court rulings in
both Leesburg and Falls Church
that dismissed municipal utility
rates at similar higher rates than
normal as legally unjustified, and
as an indication such a compromise
here would not have held up to a legal challenge.
“I think we would have been challenged on three, even two times the

115 South Street • Front Royal
Just Up From Kmart

normal rate as being unreasonable.
However, I think we did the right
thing to go to court and I’ll stand by
that decision,” the vice mayor said of
the town’s legal battle.
Some, including Matt Tederick
recently, have criticized the town
for the cost and effort to maintain its meals tax fee revenue in
the 1998-99 town-county corridor
agreement, that perhaps ironically
includes both Tederick and corridor shopping center attorney Clay
Athey’s signatures. However, town
officials have pointed to the estimated legal expenses of $215,000
to $230,000 as a worthwhile expenditure to try and maintain the
now estimated $600,000 of annual
revenue to the town. It is a revenue
source that could have climbed into
seven figures with future development – of course that is potential
development dependent on the
US economy ever turning upward
somewhere other than Wall Street.
And it is lost revenue the town
is now arguing about the best way
to compensate for through, at least
in part, taxes of some kind on the
town’s citizens and/or businesses.
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Christie Lynn Adams
The Warren County, VA Circuit Court
Grand Jury charges that on or about
October 28, 2009, in the County of
Warren, Christie Lynn Adams, 27, of
382 Crawford St., Strasburg, VA 22657,
did unlawfully and feloniously possess
a Schedule II controlled substance, towit: Hydromorphone.
Belton Bowie, Jr.
The Warren County, VA Circuit Court
Grand Jury charges that on or about
November 27, 2009, in the County
of Warren, Belton Bowie, Jr., 44, of 16
Winesap Lane, Huntly, VA 22640, did
unlawfully and feloniously take, steal,
and carry away the goods and chattels
of Roy’s Express, with a value of $200.00
or more.
Edgar Allen Hewitt
The Warren County, VA Circuit Court
Grand Jury charges that on or about
May 13, 2009, in the County of Warren, Edgar Allen Hewitt, 29, of 3744
Browntown Rd., Front Royal, VA 22630,
did unlawfully and feloniously sell or
distribute a Schedule II controlled substance, to-wit: Cocaine.
Marvin Nelson Johnson
The Warren County, VA Circuit Court
Grand Jury charges that:
COUNT ONE: On or about July 4, 2009,
in the County of Warren, Marvin Nelson Johnson, 52, of 15477 Carrico Mills
Rd., Brandy Station, VA 22714, did feloniously assault and batter Ami Grigsby,
a family or household member, after
having been at least twice previously
convicted of assault and battery against
a family or household member within
the past twenty years with such offenses
occurring on different dates.
COUNT TWO: On or about July 4,
2009, in the County of Warren, Marvin Nelson Johnson did unlawfully use
obscene, vulgar, profane, lewd, lascivious or indecent language to make an
obscene suggestion or proposal to, or
threaten an illegal or immoral act with
the intent to coerce, intimidate, or
harrass another over the telephone.
Jenie Delores Jones
The Warren County, VA Circuit Court
Grand Jury charges that on or about
November 15, 2009, in the County of
Warren, Jenie Delores Jones, 40, of
unknown address, did unlawfully and
feloniously operate a motor vehicle after having been declared an habitual offender and while the Order of the Court
prohibiting her operation remained in
effect, this being a second or subsequent
offense.
Joshua Lee Miles
The Warren County, VA Circuit Court
Grand Jury charges that on or about
January 4, 2008, in the County of Warren, Joshua Lee Miles, 20, of 8613 Rixeyville Rd., Rixeyville, VA 22737, did
unlawfully and feloniously utter or at-

tempt to employ as true a public record
knowing the same to be forged in relation to any matter where in said record
may be received as legal proof to-wit:
driver’s license application dated January 4, 2008.
Richard Lynn Moore
The Warren County, VA Circuit Court
Grand Jury charges that on or about October 8, 2009, in the County of Warren,
Richard Lynn Moore, 32, of 2777 Stonewall Jackson Highway, Bentonville, VA
22610, did knowingly, intentionally and
feloniously possess a controlled substance listed in Schedule II of the Drug
Control Act, namely, Phencyclidine
(PCP).
Harrison Franklin Myers
The Warren County, VA Circuit Court
Grand Jury charges that:
COUNT ONE: On or about November 10, 2009, in the County of Warren,
Harrison Franklin Myers did unlawfully
and feloniously obtain by false pretense
money in the amount of $300.00 from
United Bank, with the intent to defraud.
COUNT TWO: On or about November 13, 2009, in the County of Warren,
Harrison Franklin Myers did unlawfully
and feloniously obtain by false pretense
money in the amount of $600.00 from
United Bank, with the intent to defraud.
COUNT THREE: On or about November 17, 2009, in the County of Warren,
Harrison Franklin Myers did unlawfully
and feloniously obtain by false pretense
money in the amount of $400.00 from
United Bank, with the intent to defraud.
COUNT ONE: On or about October 29,
2009, in the County of Warren, Harrison Franklin Myers, 39, of 319 Osage St.,
Front Royal, VA 22630, did unlawfully
and feloniously distribute a Schedule II
controlled substance, to-wit: Cocaine,
having previously been convicted of two
or more such offenses or of substantially
similar offenses in any other jurisdiction
which occurred before the date of the
offense alleged in the indictment.
COUNT TWO: On or about October
30, 2009, in the County of Warren, Harrison Franklin Myers did unlawfully and
feloniously distribute a Schedule II controlled substance, to-wit: Cocaine, having previously been convicted of two or
more such offenses or of substantially
similar offenses in any other jurisdiction which occurred before the date of
the offense alleged in the indictment.
COUNT THREE: On or about November 10, 2009, in the County of Warren,
Harrison Franklin Myers did unlawfully
and feloniously distribute a Schedule II
controlled substance, to-wit: Cocaine,
having previously been convicted of two
or more such offenses or of substantially
similar offenses in any other jurisdiction
which occurred before the date of the
offense alleged in the indictment.
Jeffrey Wayne Oliff
The Warren County, VA Circuit Court
Grand Jury charges that having been de-

termined to be or adjudged a Habitual
Offender, and having previously been
convicted of Driving While a Habitual
Offender, on or about November 29,
2009, in the County of Warren, Jeffrey
Wayne Oliff, 37, of 32 Parnassus Rd.,
Linden, VA 22642, did unlawfully and
feloniously drive a motor vehicle or selfpropelled machinery on a public highway.
Joe Lee Smelser
The Warren County, VA Circuit Court
Grand Jury charges that on or about
December 17, 2009, in the County of
Warren, Joe Lee Smelser, 42, of 128 E.
Main St., #2, Front Royal, VA 22630, did
unlawfully and feloniously assault and
batter Zachary King, then knowing or
having reason to know that said Zachary King, was then engaged in the performance of his public duties as a law
enforcement officer.

Indictments
Cody Durham Smoot
The Warren County, VA Circuit Court
Grand Jury charges that:
COUNT ONE: On or about October 7,
2009, in the County of Warren, Cody
Durham Smoot, 19, of 3723 Guard
Hill Rd., Front Royal, VA 22630, did
unlawfully and feloniously rob A.U.W.
(14 years of age) of goods and chattels
(IPOD and skateboard.)
COUNT TWO: On or about October
7, 2009, in the County of Warren, Cody
Durham Smoot did unlawfully and feloniously take, steal, and carry away the
goods and chattels of A.U.W. (14 years
of age), with a value of $200.00 or more.
Sally Mae Stokes
The Warren County, VA Circuit Court
Grand Jury charges that on or about May

22, 2009 through June 21, 2009, in the
County of Warren, Sally Mae Stokes, 40,
of unknown address, did unlawfully and
feloniously take, steal, and carry away
the goods and chattels of Casey Smith,
with a value of $200.00 or more.
Wilfredo Enrique Villalobos
The Warren County, VA Circuit Court
Grand Jury charges that:
COUNT ONE: On or about June 1,
2000, in the County of Warren, Wilfredo Enrique Villalobos, 44, of 1517
Mallard Place, Front Royal, VA 22630,
did rape J.G., a child less than thirteen
years of age.
COUNT TWO: On or about June 1,
2000, in the County of Warren, Wilfredo Enrique Villalobos did rape S.M.G., a
child less than thirteen years of age.
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Letters
Letters to the Editor are welcome.
Please include name, town and contact
information and send to:
editor@warrencountyreport.com
Col. Turner
Editor:
When we arrived with our son for
summer enrollment at RMA we were
ready to leave due to the condition of
the facility. It was totally run down and
needed an enormous amount of refurbushing.
Some five years later, the whole facility had received a facelift with more and
more parents involved in this effort.
We had a home furnishing/interior design business and we were priviledged
to be a part of this make-over.
Col.Turner and Lois Turner were a
pleasure to be associated with and we
send Lois our sincere sympathy.
Jerry & Joyce Bowie
Town snow removal
Editor:
This is my first letter to the Editor
of a newspaper, but I feel it is important that I make a few comments about
the snow and my experience in Front

Royal. I am a new resident here in the
Town. Just retired and moved here a
few months ago. My experience here
has been a good one -- I have met some
wonderful people and I like the Town.
Now on to the snow. I am writing in rebuttal to a previous letter stating that
the snow removal service here “sucks”
to use her word. We had an unprecedented snowfall here in the Commonwealth. Three days after the snow
we still had over three feet of snow in
our yard and driveway. It is my opinion that the hardworking snow removal
crews, their supervisors and the Town
Manager did the best possible job they
could do under the circumstances and
should be commended, not criticized.
We as citizens need to be patient and
understand that the whole area was in
a crisis. The Governor of Maryland had
a news conference in which he stated
to the complaining citizens “enough of
this complaining. There are people who
want their road surfaces scraped clean
and we are doing our best just to plow
all the roads.” I admire him for doing
that because it was probably not politically correct.
I admit I was a little concerned because I am 63 years old, cannot shovel
and I literally could not get out my
front door. However, I woke up Sunday morning because my dogs were
barking. I opened my door and there

stood two of my neighbors, Abu and
Elliot, who had dug a path for me to get
from my door to the street in case of an
emergency. I was to say the least, overwhelmed. This was a big task and they
did it because I was their neighbor and
they were concerned about me. This
is the way we should all be...by finding
ways to help others we have less time to
focus our energy on complaining and
negative things.
In conclusion, this is a thank you
letter. Thank you to the employees responsible for the snow removal. I believe you did the best job under the circumstances.This was a record-breaking
event and all of us needed to be tolerant and let Town Manager and the road
crews do their jobs. Also to thank my
wonderful neighbors, Abu and Elliot
on Beeden Lane, for shoveling the path
for my dogs and I.
Linda Rollins
Front Royal
Christian judgment?
The Arc is hopeful that Delegate Marshall’s comments, however offensive to
our families, draw public attention to
the plight of families caring for persons
with disabilities in our state …
Editor:
The Arc of Virginia is surprised and
disappointed by remarks made by Del-

egate Robert Marshall indicating he
believes children with disabilities were
“God’s punishment.”   Such unfortunate
remarks continue to lend credence to
the stigma people with disabilities and
their families are fighting to overcome.
Since this issue went public, many
family members who heard the audio
remarks have contacted The Arc to
express their outrage over Delegate
Marshall’s statements.
Mr. Howard Cullum, President of
The Arc of Virginia said, “Many of our
families are struggling with the 24/7
care taking demands. It is rewarding
but hard work. Families don’t appreciate statements that can be construed to
connect having a disabled child with
some religious punishment. Our families don’t need the grief or the guilt.”
According to Mr. Cullum, “The Arc
families are especially sensitive now
because of proposed state budget cuts
to critical services that support persons
with intellectual or developmental disabilities. The Arc appreciates House
and Senate budget reports that seek to
restore some of the services. However,
the important (Medicaid) waiver program is still slated to lose 1,134 waiver
slots that were scheduled to begin reducing the long wait lists (which currently number over 6,000.) Our wait
list families are in pain and crisis.” The
waiver programs keep persons with
disabilities in the community rather
than in institutions. Virginia is currently ranked 46th in the country for

its community support of people with
developmental disabilities and their
families.
The Arc is hopeful that Delegate
Marshall’s comments, however offensive, will draw attention to this untenable situation.
Carol Olson,
President
The Arc of Warren County
editor@warrencountyreport.com
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FreeAdvisor
Pressure
(See
Service
Checks, Tire Replacement & Much
for
details)
More. Helps
Increase
Fuel Economy,
Extend Tire Life, Improves Handling,
Reduces Pressure Fluctuations
Expires March 31, 2010

15% OFF

Expires December 31, 2009

30K/60K/90K/120K Miles Service
For Tickets Over $350.

Expires March 31, 2010

12 09

FREE
WASH
DON’TCAR
FORGET
VA
State
WITH
SCHEDULED

Inspections
For
FACTORY
December Are Due

ROTATE &
BALANCE &
Transmission
4 WHEEL
Flush
BRAKE Special
CHECK

129.95
39.95

$
$

SERVICE

Expires December 31, 2009

See Advisor for Details
Expires March 31, 2010

FREE

- 5pm

DETAIL SPECIAL

SERVICE MANAGER

and

125.00

+ Tax

22,975
Miles and Shampoo Interior
• Vacuum
• Clean & Protect Leather
#A725A
(if equipped)

$22,700
(MOST

CARS. VANS

&

OFF!

TRUCKS SLIGHTLY HIGHER)

Expires December 31, 2009

NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.

$5 OFF
OIL CHANGE
Must present coupon at time of sale

details.

Expires March 31, 2010

Not to be combined with any other offer.

#9MM186B
+ Tax

$12,650

Expires December 31, 2009

Towards
purchase of
Harley Davidson
49,930 Miles
any used
#A727A
on our
SALE PRICE Whenvehicle
you bring any competitor’s current oil
2007 Honda Civic Cpe LX
change reminderlot!
at time of oil change.
Manual, Black, 4 Cyl., 35,826 $24,900
Miles,
Expires 12/31/09. See service advisor for
Sale Price $15,697

14.95

+ Tax

$

Oil & Filter Change
Tire Rotation
23-Point Vehicle Checkup
+ Tax
10% off any repair service*
Includes: Replace engine oil with up to
December
2009oil filter
5Expires
quarts of
oil, replace31,
engine
using filter, & check all fluid levels.
Expires March 31, 2010

PURCHASE BOTH FRONT
AND REAR DIFFERENTIAL
SERVICES AND GET THE
TRANSFER CASE SERVICE
FREE!! ($110.00 VALUE)
4WD VEHICLES ONLY - ANY MAKE OR MODEL
MUST PRESENT COUPON

SALE PRICE
21.95

$

Clean
Engine • Clean Trunk
SALE•• Treat
PRICE
All Exterior Trim

•
•
•
•

SPECIAL
Lube, Oil
$
&32.95
Filter Change

BUY 2
CAR WASH
& 2007 HondaGET 1 FREE!
Fit BASE
VACUUM
47,966 Miles

$ 700

Reg. $149.99

++
TaxTax

Some Models Slightly Higher

Expires March 31, 2010

Stop By Our Service Manager’sInspection
Office And Receive
Expires December 31, 2009
Expires December 31, 2009
Another Coupon For A Lube, Oil & Filter Change,
FREE At Your Next Service Visit!

2006 Ford F-150

Stock #U709B

Some Models Slightly Higher

Expires March 31, 2010

Battery
Charging
Saturday
To
Serve
You
System
Check

All Major
Open All Day
Service
8am

+ Tax

Lube, oil & filter change
4 Tire Rotation
Cooling System Drain & Refill
Replace Wiper blades & Brake
Inspection

(See Service Advisor for details)

2009$Ford
on parts for Escape
LTD
• Hand Wash & Wax Exterior
Must present coupon.
One coupon per customer per visit.
Not valid with any other offer.

•
•
•
•

+ Tax

SPECIAL

89.95

$

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES AND MODELS!

Expires December 31, 2009
+ Tax

Do-It-Yourselfers

39.95

Winter Maintenance

Expires December 31, 2009

Expires March 31, 2010

Some Slightly Higher

15% DISCOUNT

Rent
3 Days+ Tax
99.95
Get 1 Day FREE

• Hand Wash & Wax Exterior
• Vacuum & Shampoo Interior
• Clean & Protect Leather
(IfSee
equipped)
Kay Marble for Details
• Clean
Engine
• Clean
Expires
December
31,Trunk
2009
• Treat All Exterior Trim

(MOST CARS, VANS & TRUCKS SLIGHTLY HIGHER)

+ Tax

Some Slightly Higher
Expires March 31, 2010

Rental
Car
DETAIL SPECIAL
Reg.
$149.99
Deal!
$
Expires March 31, 2010

WENitro-Fill
SERVICE
SPECIAL
ALL MAKES
$
39.95
AND
MODELS!

Alignment
Alignment
Special
$ Special
59.95
$
59.95

$

Not to exceed $100

Expires March 31, 2010

Service Manager

ROTATE &
BALANCE &
4 WHEEL
BRAKE CHECK

Expires December 31, 2009

2003 Saturn
VUE
90,855 Miles
#U732C

SALE PRICE

2009 Mercury Grand Marquis LS

$5,500
Auto, Silver, V8, 19,484 Miles,
Stock #U712A

Sale Price $19,495

Any Coupons MUST be presented at the time of write up

MON. - WED. 7:30 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
THURS. & FRI. 7:30 A.M. - 7:00 P.M. • SAT. 8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
707 Commerce Ave. • Front Royal, Virginia
Front Royal 635-4158 • Winchester 888-862-7569
www.marlowmotor.com

N
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Panamanian Dreamin’
A 60th to remember for Warren Brown

Warren Brown celebrates his 60th with Ana Alessandra Arroyo Fung, celebrating her 15th birthday, at Colon , Panama , “Coming Out” party.
By Malcolm Barr, Sr.
Special to WC Report
(Editor’s note: Pam and Warren
Brown and Carol and Malcolm Barr
arrived home February 2 from a
cruise starting in Panama and visiting two coastal cities in Colombia,
and the islands of Aruba, Curacao,
and Bonaire. Barr filed this report on
just one aspect of their winter trip).

Did Warren Brown have a great
and memorable 60th birthday or
what?
Warren is best known locally for
his Rotary activities, his real estate
company, and his dog, Samson …
Oh! I almost forgot – for his esthetician wife Pam. He celebrated this
year’s milestone anniversary in Panama (Panama as in the canal) with a
15-year-old Panamanian girl of Chinese ancestry at a dinner for about

Pam’s European
Now Offering: Skin Care

Pamela Brown
* Ultra Light Therapy
Liscensed Esthetician
Basic
21
step
facial
*
* Mini Facials
Exclusively offered in the area:
* Ultra High Facial Lift
(known as non-surgical face lift)

Call or stop by for a FREE consultation and
see how these facials can make your skin
look and feel younger
* Your next facial is FREE with every referral! *
540.683.1675 * Hours Monday - Saturday
135B N. Royal Ave. Front Royal, VA

300 in a swank hotel in Colon (pronounced cologne) on Jan. 30.
Not bad for a self-described country boy!
Read on if you’re curious to know
how this chance meeting -- and major, dual birthday celebration -- came
about.
First, curiosity led us to a gaily decorated (Chinese motif ) party room
in the local Sheraton Hotel (Four
Points by Sheraton) at the Atlantic
Ocean end of the Panama Canal.
There, we Front Royal travelers who
were spending a couple of nights in
Colon prior to a seven-day Royal Caribbean cruise, were drawn to what
we thought were preparations for a
wedding reception in the mezzanine
area of the hotel. I guess you’re more
inclined to do that sort of thing - kind of stick your nose in-- when
you’re on vacation in a foreign land.

A kindly Chinese gentleman greeted us, the curious Browns and Barrs,
but instead of asking what the heck
we wanted, he politely explained the
bustle of activity in a high-end hotel
dining room. It was the site of his
grand daughter’s 15th birthday party
that evening. He said it was sort of
like America’s “sweet sixteen” coming out party, or, in my case, England’s milestone 21st birthday.
We casually mentioned the coincidence that it was Warren’s birthday,
too.
That was enough for the courtly
Chinese gentleman, Felipe J. Fung,
who immediately added another
table to the 40 or so in the room
and proudly invited us to his grand
daughter’s “coming of age” bash.
And what a bash it was. We arrived at 8 p.m. and it finished at 7 the
next morning. We left at a reason-

able, post midnight, time, of course.
Meanwhile, Warren had been introduced in Spanish and toasted in
French champagne after a Chinese
lion had capered among the guests.
It was to bring good luck and a happy
life to the debutante, Ana Alessandra Arroyo Fung, and, we assume,
to Warren Brown. For the Barrs and
the Browns, the whole thing was
illustrative of the hospitality and
friendship of this mixed ChineseSpanish family, all of whom -- and
there were many of them -- stopped
by our table, bringing along an English interpreter when necessary. We
left feeling we had gained new and
lasting friends.
A sidebar to this story may be how
Warren’s wife, Pam, avoided paying
for a costly anniversary dinner for
her husband and traveling companions, Carol Barr and the author.
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The March 2 ballot petition deadline has passed and its official – for council, incumbents
Bret Hrbek, Shae Parker and Thomas Sayre and challengers Joe Swiger, Robbie Tennett
and Hollis Tharpe; for mayor, incumbent Eugene Tewalt and challenger Tim Darr.

Town election

The race is on – Swiger in full attack mode
You think I can only teach this stuff? Watch this – taxes BAD!
announce his candidacy for one
of three council seats up for grabs
– and then take a few full broadsides at incumbent town government on a variety of fronts.
Those fronts included council even considering the town’s
first real estate and/or personal
property tax hike in a decade,
as well as its consideration of a
long-term commitment to add
any amount of sustainable hydro
power as part of its AMP-Ohio

municipal power partnership.
Chief among Swiger’s concerns
on the latter subject were up front
costs to help fund construction of
one new dam powerhouse on the
Ohio River, along with maintenance of an existing hydro plant
there.
“I’ve heard all that crap before
but you haven’t. You buy into
it – I don’t,” Swiger said apparently mixing political metaphors.
Swiger appeared to be target-

ing not only the logic of adding
a long-term commitment to any
amount of hydro power as part of
its energy consortium portfolio,
but also the advisability of raising
the town’s most reliable revenue
sources to compensate for an
anticipated $1.2 million revenue
shortfall from budget ground
zero.
Commenting on AMP Director
See ELECTION, pg. 25

Joe Swiger turns in his ballot petitions to County
Registrar Carol Tobin the afternoon of Feb. 22, just
hours before formally announcing and blasting the
incumbent Front Royal Town Council.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
If the Feb. 22 town council
meeting was any indication the
Front Royal spring election sea-

HOURS:
Thursday 10-6
Friday 10-7
Saturday 10-7
Sunday 12-5
Monday 10-6
Tuesday 10-6
Wednesday CLOSED

son should be a hoot. Former
town Electric Department Director Joe Swiger took advantage of
the late February public hearing
on a proposed tax rate hike in the
coming budget year to officially

LIFEWAVE’S SLEEP PATCH
CAN TAKE YOU
FROM

TO

SHERWOOD EUROTOP
THE VERY FIRST NIGHT YOU USE IT WITHOUT
CHEMICALS OR ANYTHING ENTERING YOUR BODY!
LiveWave’s non-transdermal patch system utilizes
new technology to gently stimulate acupuncture
points, without needles – literally improving the flow
of energy in the body for improvement of sleep
FOR A TRIAL PACK AND MORE INFORMATION
CALL TRISH WILSON 540 636-8080
OR EMAIL TRISH22630@COMCAST.NET
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WILLOW CREEK

ESSENTIAL ULTRA PLUSH

ESCAPE PILLOWTOP
W/ LATEX FOAM

8
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Col. Turner

Former Randolph-Macon Academy president dies
Col. Trevor D. Turner remembered as financial savior, mentor

Col. Trevor D. Turner was President of Randolph-Macon Academy in Front Royal, VA from 1980 to 1997.
Col. Turner arrived during a time of dire financial
straits and presided over a period of dramatic turnaround, seeing the addition of an academic building,
a girls dormitory and dining hall, a new middle school
campus and a four-fold increase in enrollment, paving the way for a new focus on overall quality. Col.
Turner died Wed. February 24. Courtesy photo/Cindy
Rodney, R-MA Photography.
By Dan McDermott
Warren County Report
Former
Randolph-Macon
Academy President Col. Trevor
D. Turner died Wed. Feb. 24.
A retired Army chaplain, Turner
came to R-MA in 1980 and served
as president for 17 years, arriving
during a time of extreme financial
hardship for the school. During
his tenure, the school saw the addition of a new girls dormitory, an

PINOCCIOS
CLOCK REPAIR
■ Authorized Service
Center for Howard Miller
& Sligh
■ Licensed and Insured
■ House Calls Available
■ Antique or Modern
■ Serving the valley for
over 36 years

(540) 636-7369

www.pinocciosclockrepair.net

academic building and a middle
school. In 1995, only two months
after the opening of the middle
school campus, R-MA’s main
administration and dormitory
building was severely damaged by
a fire that rendered it uninhabitable. Students were sent home
and eventually housed at the local
Super 8 Motel while reconstruction began on the building which
retains the historic facade, dating
back to the 1920s.

In an email to the R-MA community, current president Maj.
Gen. Henry M. Hobgood described Turner as having served
with distinction. “He will be
missed by all,” he said.
Like most military-oriented
schools, especially in Virginia, RMA suffered a severe enrollment
decline during the post-Vietnam
1970s.
R-MA Chief Financial Officer
Joan Burke, who began working
as the school’s mail clerk in 1977,
remembered Turner as a financial
savior for the school.
“He took R-MA over during a time of financial crisis and
brought it back to be a viable and
successful institution. It was a
true financial crisis for the school.
He was always very proud to have
brought it back to a solid financial
condition,” she said.
Burke described Turner as having laid the foundation for quality
improvements that would follow.
“We were truly on the brink of
ruin–very bad shape. He left a
solid foundation for Gen. Hobgood to build on in terms of overall quality. That would not have
been possible had Col. Turner not
built up the financial aspects,” she
said.
Front Royal attorney Joseph
Silek, Jr., who joined R-MA’s
board of trustees in the mid 1990s
and is currently the board’s chairman, spoke in a similar vein. “Col.
Turner led us out of some very
bleak financial times and brought
us to where we could focus on
quality without the thought of
financial ruin looming over our
heads,” he said.
Burke also thinks of Turner as
a professional and personal mentor.
“I learned a lot from him. He al-

ways believed in me as a person.
He taught me a lot about managing a business and a lot about
people. That’s what I remember
most about him on a personal
level. He always believed in me,”
she said.
According to the academy’s web
site, enrollment was 118 around
the time Turner arrived and grew
to an all-time high of 508 by
2002.
Col. Turner retired from R-MA
in 1997.
The school says that funeral arrangements are not finalized but
anticipates a service at Turner’s
church in Fredericksburg, VA on
Mar. 20 and internment at Arlington National Cemetery on
Mar. 22.

Located in Front Royal, VA,
Randolph-Macon Academy is a
private co-educational boarding
and day school with an Air Force
JROTC program for grades 912 and a civilian middle school
housed on an adjacent campus.
The school began with 42 students in 1892.
Dan McDermott is the publisher and editor-in-chief of Warren
County Report and The Sherando
Times. He worked at RandolphMacon Academy from 1990 to
1999. He was hired by Col. Turner
as an assistant officer in charge
and became a teacher and then
Director of Communications before leaving to start his own business.
editor@warrencountyreport.com

Diva Nails Spa
“Discover the DIVA in you!!!”

PLEASE CALL Linda 540-635-DIVA or 540-635-3482
840 John Marshall Hwy Ste B, Front Royal Va 22630

Nail Care • Pedicure • Manicure Waxing • Gel Pink & White and more!

New Winter hours- Please Call For Appointment
• Closed on Mondays •

www.thedivanails.com

Long & Foster Webber & Associates and Sue Kinyon would like to welcome our newest agent, Jeff Springfield to our Front Royal Office. Both Jeff & Sue are ready to assist
you with all your Real Estate needs. Free Market analysis for sellers. We have several
lots available for sale starting at $16,300 for your new home or vacation get-away.

Sue Kinyon
Realtor, ABR

540-622-6353
C: 540-683-1014
suekinyon@mris.com

We welcome
new agents
Spaces available

Jeff
Springfield
540-551-2245

510 N. Royal Ave
Front Royal, Va. 22630

New Beginnings Community Greetings
“Introducing Your Business to
New Homeowners in our Community”

***

P.O. Box 1025
Front Royal, VA 22630
540 635-8660
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Athey’s bill creating Higher Ed
General Studies certificate passes
Senate Education Committee
Community College Students may
Transfer all credits to a Four-Year
Public Institution–Bill Heads to Senate Floor
Del. Clifford “Clay” Athey, Jr. (RWarren), Chairman of the House
Republican Policy Committee, an-

ELECTION, from pg 23
of Marketing and Member Relations Eric Lloyd’s projections
about future increases in market prices for energy, Swiger
asked what happened to $12
million the town had once
put aside to help counteract
a projected energy cost upswing that never came. Swiger
concluded by telling council it
had its collective “head in the
sand” but that he was “going to
change that.”
During his attack on council and staff Swiger berated an
earlier work session discussion
of taxing options facing council. Swiger pooh-poohed the
notion a cigarette tax might
drive people to purchase their
smokes cheaper in the county
or that meals and lodging tax
hikes might drive customers
to businesses outside the town
limits.
“I thought this is a joke,”
Swiger said of the first discussion of potential lost luxury
tax revenue. “Boy, this is a long
joke,” he added as the discussion continued.
Later when Councilman
Tom Conkey, who owns a bed
& breakfast in town, pointed
to council moves to keep town
energy rates down compared
to county provider Allegheny,
who recently initiated a 25percent rate hike, Swiger feverishly jotted notes and said
audibly, “Shit – what a bunch
of shit.”
As Conkey reiterated his
fears that sole reliance on luxury tax revenues could drive
business and that supposed
tax revenue hike out of town,
Swiger grumbled some more.
“I see I don’t have universal
support in the audience – but I
didn’t expect to,” Conkey commented. – YEE HAW, the race
is on!!!

nounced that his bill to develop a
one year uniform general studies
certificate for Virginia Community
College students was passed unanimously by the Senate Education
Committee.
Athey’s House Bill 1066 requires
the development of a one year general studies program within the Virginia Community College System to
be offered at each community college in Virginia. The program must
ensure that a community college
student who completes the certificate program may transfer all credits completed at the Community
College to a four-year public institution of higher education in the Commonwealth, upon acceptance to the
institution.
HB 1066 passed the House 82-17
on February 16, 2010.
Athey stated: “This new program,
when implemented, will offer another tool to the Virginia Community
College System to ensure that students who have not decided upon a
major area of study before enrolling
will still be able to enroll in classes
which will all transfer to a Virginia
four year Public Institution of higher
learning when the student does decides upon a career path by choosing a major.
HB 1066 addresses a void in the
current Virginia Community College Guaranteed Admission Program created by legislation Athey
patroned in 2003. Under the current
Guaranteed Admission Program,
the prospective Community College
student must first choose a major
before enrolling in the Community
College and then take specific classes to receive a two year Associate
Degree in that major. In the current
program, if the student maintains
the grade point average designated
by the four year Virginia Public University, the Virginia Public University accepts all the credits and admits
the Community College student as
a rising junior at the Virginia Public
University.
The new program permits the
prospective Community College
student to delay choosing a major
for one year while still being assured
that the credits he or she complete
for the new certificate will transfer
to a Virginia four year public institution.”
Athey commented: “As a young
man, I was one of those students
who could not decide my major area
of study when first entering Lord
Fairfax Community College. As a result, some of the classes I completed
at Lord Fairfax didn’t transfer toward the History Degree I received
at Virginia Commonwealth University. The new program would have
helped me and hopefully will help
other students like me. Since over
fifty percent of my constituents who

attend college start at Lord Fairfax
Community College, this bill should
save families in my district a great
deal of time, effort, energy and money.”
Athey concluded: “I am appreciative that the members of the Senate
Education Committee supported HB
1066 with such a strong vote. I am
hopeful that the Senate will accept
the recommendation of the Senate
Education Committee and send this
bill to Governor McDonnell for his
signature.”
Womanless Beauty Contest Relay
for Life event March 20
A Womanless Beauty Contest to
benefit the Relay for Life will be held
at Skyline High School on March
20th at 7 p.m. There will be a $5 donation requested for admission. Food,
including chicken salad sandwiches,
hot dogs and baked goods will be
available to benefit the American
Cancer Society Relay for Life. Lots
of laughs are promised for a good
cause.
For further information on entering or about the event, please call
635-8438 or 631-4722.
Tea, not taxes
Front Royal Tea Party group is
calling for a rally to be held in front
of the Warren County Government
Center on March 8th at 6:30 pm to
protest potential real estate or personal property tax hikes by the Front
Royal Town Council.
Relay for Life Team---Hit Cancer
Out of the Ball Park

The news
the Church of the Brethren in Front
Royal at 7:00 to raise money to help
Warren County neighbors on the
brink of homelessness. This organization has been in operation since
2004, in cooperation with United
Way, Women’s Domestic Violence,
House of Hope, CCap, and others.

• Things to Consider When Buying a
Used Trailer
• Tow Vehicle Requirements for Different Trailers, Hitches, and Brake
Controllers
• Trailer Maintenance and VA State
Inspection Requirements
• Trailering Horses Safely

Spaghetti Dinner & Benefit

The program will be held at two
locations for your convenience; Blue
Ridge Trailer Sales in Ruckersville,
VA and Lord Fairfax Community
College in Middletown, VA from
8:30am – 1:00pm. The registration fee of $25 includes attendees’
program materials, lunch and refreshments. Frederick County VA
Equine Network members receive
a $5 discount. Thank you to our
sponsors and partners, Blue Ridge
Trailer Sales, Frederick County Virginia Equine Network and the Lord
Fairfax Small Business Development
Center.
For more information please contact Crystal Smith, Extension Agent
at the Warren County VCE Office,
(540) 635-4549 or crystal.smith@
vt.edu.
“If you are a person with a disability and desire any assistive devices,
services or other accommodations
to participate in this activity, please
contact Crystal Smith, Extension Agent, Warren VCE Office at
(540/635-4549/TDD*) during business hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
to discuss accommodations 5 days
prior to the event. *TDD number is
(800) 828-1120.

The American Cancer Society’s Relay For Life of Clarke County Spaghetti Dinner & Benefit Auction ~
Saturday, April 3, 2010 at the Clarke
County Fairgrounds Ruritan Building in Berryville, VA. Event will
include a Silent Auction & Dinner
from 4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. and a Live
Auction starting at 6:30 p.m. Tickets $5.00 in advance/$7.00 at the
door (Carry Out Available), Dinner includes salad, spaghetti, bread,
dessert, and beverage. To purchase
tickets or make a donation, please
contact Patsy Burner at 540-3230097 or nannyb@visuallink.com.
Winter Tree Identification
The Front Royal/Warren County
Tree Stewards invite you to a seminar on Winter Tree Identification,
led by Carrie Blair, at the Samuels
Public Library White Meeting Room
A on Monday, March 22, 2010 from
10:00 a.m. to noon. There will be indoor lab work with twig samples and
outside tree identification. Free of
charge.
Truck & Horse Trailer Safety Day

Fundraiser

Virginia Cooperative Extension
and Blue Ridge Trailer Sales are
pleased to offer a Truck & Horse
Trailer Safety Day. The workshop
features expert advice and will be
offered at two locations in Virginia’s
horse country, April 16th in Ruckersville and April 17th Middletown,
VA.
Are these some of the places you
trailer your horses to . . . Horse
shows? Trail rides? Lessons? We
take our horses everywhere, either
in our own rigs or with a friend or
trainer. Safety of our horses should
be the number one priority when
trailering, yet trailer accidents happen and oftentimes could have been
avoided. Come learn from the experts on trailer safety, maintenance
and driving considerations while
hauling! Also, need help backing or
turning around your own rig? You
can sign up for a trailer driving clinic
with one-on-one instruction from
professional drivers at the LFCC location.
Featured topics include:

The Community Transitional
Housing Program in Warren County
is having a fundraiser on April 9 at

• Trailer Floor Plans and Usage:
Slants vs. Straight Loads, Bumper
Pulls vs. Goosenecks

Saturday, March 27, 2010 at The
Rock Worship Center,1602 Strasburg Road , Front Royal. $25.00 for
Early Bird Discount or $30 at the
door (Continental breakfast, lunch
and snacks provided) Hourly Door
prizes and Grand prizes. RSVP by
March 20 to Chrissy Thomas at fmlyof4.Thomas@gmail.com.
Golf Tournament:
American Cancer Society Relay for
Life 2nd Annual Front Royal/Warren
Co. Golf Tournament on Monday,
April 5, 2010 at Shenandoah Valley Golf Course. Team of four with
lunch/reception $300, Individual
with lunch/reception $75. Registration starts at 11. For Sponsorship or
information contact Maria Bolton at
Maria.Bolton08@gmail.com or Tim
Grove at tim.grove@cancer.org.

Virginia Cooperative Extension
2010 Skyline Junior Stockmen’s
Contest
On February 20, 2010 the first annual Skyline Stockmen’s Contest was
held at Virginia Livestock LLC. There
were one hundred thirty five contestants that competed in the contest.
About half of the contestants were
juniors and the other half were seniors. This was a great turn-out for
a first time in Warren County.
A stockmen’s contest is a contest
where youth are given the opportunity to judge livestock, hay, and
meat. They also have to identify ten
breeds, feeds, meat cuts, and pieces
of equipment. The judging classes
consist of four things, either four of
the same species of livestock, cuts of
meat, or hay samples. The contestants then are scored on how well
they did at each class and ID and
the top individuals and teams are
awarded.
At Skyline Stockmen’s Contest
the top ten juniors and seniors were
named and the top ten junior and senior teams were named. The top ten
juniors and seniors were awarded
with pad folios which were spon-

See NEWS, pg 27
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Warren County Report TV: Clay Athey
Delegate talks on variety of local/state issues
Wednesday-Part 3: Should we
close state parks?
Del. Athey says he does not support Gov. Robert McDonnell’s
plan to close state parks and says
it would not save money because
they are profitable.
Thursday-Part 4: Should Virginia privatize liquor sales?
Del. Athey says he favors moving
to a franchise system that would
limit the number of stores and

Dan McDermott, publisher of
Warren County Report and The
Sherando Times sat down with
Del. Clay Athey, a Republican who
since 2002 has represented Front
Royal and Warren County, Warrenton and northern Fauquier County
and the southern part of Frederick County, including the towns
of Middletown and Stephens City,
for a 5-part Web TV interview.
Del. Athey is Vice Chairman of
the House Courts of Justice Committee and is a member of three
other committees: Health Welfare
and Institutions, Militia Police and
Public Safety, and Education. Previously, Athey served 4 years on
Front Royal’s town council and one
2-year term as Front Royal Mayor.
You an view the series and comment on it at at warrencountyreport.com
Monday-Part 1: Elections and Illegal Gambling
Del. Athey explains what “Crossover Week” means in the Virginia General Assembly. He also
discusses two of the bills he feels
are important this year. The first
would require localities to fill vacated seats with a special election.
This bill came about when then Attorney General Robert McDonnel
issued an opinion that Front Royal
Town Councilman Shae Parker
could not vote on certain fiscal is-

sues because he was not elected but
rather was appointed by council to
fill the unexpired term of Eugene
Tewalt, who resigned to become
mayor.
Del. Athey also discusses his bill
to ban a type of game that he says
is exploiting a loophole and is in
essence all-but-illegal gambling.
Tuesday-Part 2: Urban Development and Warren County’s

Friday-Part 5: Should Toyota officials be put in jail?
Del. Athey says he owns a Toyota van and is concerned about its
safety. He also said it wouldn’t surprise him if Toyota officials knowingly committed acts that could
lead to criminal prosecution.

warrencountyreport.com

Lawyers serving
injured persons
involved in:

North Corridor Lawsuit

• Automobile accidents

Del. Athey discusses Urban Development legislation to encourage
denser development within towns
and cities and discourage “seas of
housing” in rural areas.
Athey also discusses a recent ruling by Circuit Court Judge Dennis
Hupp that said Front Royal was
illegally taxing businesses in the
north corridor of Warren County.

Now Available at Prospect Hill Cemetery: Monuments, Cremation Urns,
Cremation Niches, In Ground Vases, Bronze Flag Holders and Monument Cleaning

would require that only Virginians
own them.

• Tractor-trailer
accidents
• Wrongful death cases
• Workers’
compensation
losses
Carl N. Lauer

Managing Attorney

636-3030

1-800-698-4907

Prospect Hill Cemetery Association, Inc.
200 W. Prospect Street • Front Royal, VA 22630 • 540-635-5468
All ‘D’series memorial art property of Design Mart. Copyright © 1978-2005 Design Mart.
Used with permission. All other rights reserved. License #L 0010002

Goldizen, Riley & Co. Real Estate

LIVE STRING BAND
MUSIC FOR ALL
OCCASIONS
Weddings, Birthdays,
Anniversaries,
Serenades,
Special Events

Call John Kovac

635-2534
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NEWS, from pg 25
sored by Southern States of Luray,
Front Royal, Stephen City, and Winchester. The top, senior and junior
individuals were given specialized
plaques. The top ten junior and senior teams were awarded different
amounts of money depending on
where they placed. There were a total of 56 seniors, 52 juniors creating
a total of 27 teams. There were 11
counties competing traveling from
as far away as Louisa and Rockbridge counties. Top Ten Senior Individuals: 10th - Morgan Walls, 9th
- Brittany Litton, 8th - Emily Dyer,
7th - Will Piggott, 6th - Jeremy Baker, 5th - Jeremy Perfater, 4th - Matt
Mouldon, 3rd - Megan Virts, 2nd Colby Redifer, 1st - John Clause
Top Ten Junior Individuals: 10th
- Brandon Hamilton, 9th - Jarrett
Brahmall, 8th - Mary Ott, 7th - Caleb Boden, 6th - Sarah Harris, 5th
- Kendall Williams, 4th - Mark Alexander, 3rd - Katie Hope, 2nd - Grace
Kaiser, 1st - Cody Boden
Top Ten Senior Teams: 10th Luray FFA Team A, 9th - Loudon
County 4-H Team B, 8th - Warren
County Team A, 7th - Fauquier FFA
Team A, 6th - Fauquier 4-H Team A,
5th - Madison County Team A, 4th
- Clarke County FFA, 3rd - Frederick
Team A, 2nd - Loudon County 4-H
Team A, 1st - Montgomery County
4-H
Top Ten Junior Teams: 10th - Madison County Team B, 9th - Warren
County 4-H Team B, 8th - Madison
County Team A, 7th - Page County
Livestock Club, 6th - Loudon County 4-H, 5th - Rockbridge Team B, 4th
- Rockbridge Team A, 3rd - Fauquier
County 4-H, 2nd - Louisa County
Team B, 1st - Frederick County
Team A
The contest could not have been
made possible with out the help of
sponsorships from the following
people and business. Warren County Farm Bureau, Lindamood’s Farm
Supply, Strasburg Farm and Home,
Southern States of Luray, Front Royal, Stephen City, and Winchester,
RGR Farm, Triple M Farm, Tammy
Henry, Stacy Swain, Crystal Smith,
Virginia Livestock LLC and Virginia
Cooperative Extension.
We would also like to recognize
some of the great people that made
this day possible. Rick Mathews and
Gary Vance for letting us use their
facility, Virginia Livestock LLC. A
special thank you to the following
for all their hard work; James & Jason Kidwell, Sarah Somers, Tom
Lindamood, Dawn Lockhart, Mary
Lockhart, Brad Somers, David Hite,
Gary Vance, Robbin Lloyd, Leroy
Kidwell, Brittany Jenkins and all the
Virginia Cooperative Extension staff
that helped to put the contest together. We would like to thank each
and every contestant, coach, parent,

staff member, and helpers that made
this contest such a success.
4-H is a community of young people across America who are learning
leadership, citizenship, and life skills.
Virginia Cooperative Extension programs and employment are open to
all, regardless of race, color, religion,
sex, age, veteran status, national origin, disability, or political affiliation.
An equal 0pportunity/affirmative
action employer. For further information, contact Stacy Swain, Extension Technician, at 540-635-4549 or
hstacy@vt.edu.
Military School Band Festival a
Hit
A talented array of musicians
graced the Randolph-Macon Academy campus as military school band
cadets arrived from across the nation on Thursday, February 25, 2010
for the 34th annual Military School
Band Festival. The students, the
top musicians from their respective
high schools and colleges, had spent
weeks practicing the same music,
and came together to practice for
two-and-a-half days before performing a concert on Sunday, February
28, 2010.
The cadet musicians were from
The Culver Academies in Culver,
IN; Fork Union Military Academy in
Fork Union, VA; Hargrave Military
Academy in Chatham, VA; Marine
Military Academy in Harlingen, TX;
Massanutten Military Academy in
Woodstock, VA; Randolph-Macon
Academy in Front Royal, VA; Saint
John’s Northwestern Military Academy in Delafield, WS; the United
States Coast Guard Academy in New
London, CT; and Valley Forge Military Academy & College in Wayne,
PA. A northeastern blizzard prevented Norwich University in Vermont from participating as planned.
The highlight of the weekend,
judging by the reactions of the cadets
gathered as well as the attendance in
Melton Gymnasium, was a special
performance by the United States
Air Force Band on Friday night. At
the end of the concert, it was hard
to tell whether the performers or the
cadets were more excited.
“This is, I think, the first time that I
as a commander of a band have ever
played a concert for a majority of
military band students,” said Deputy
Commander and Conductor for the
evening, Major Scott A. Guidry. He
said their thirst for knowledge and
music was incredible. “It’s been a
great audience, one of the best.”
“I want to be in a service band,
and seeing the Air Force band, the
conductor and the clarinetist in person…those are the things I want to
do, so it’s even more motivating,”
said Kathleen Maifeld ’10, as she
waited for an autograph. Kathleen

is currently in the R-MA band and
performed in the MSBF concert on
Sunday. “It’s pretty awesome.”
“That might be the most happiest
I’ve been in a long while,” commented Karen Wines ’11, a big smile on
her face.
“The energy of it all was really
amazing,” added Allyson Doran ’10.
Those from the community enjoyed it as well. “Tonight’s performance really got us into the true
spirit of the Air Force,” commented
Malcolm Barr of Front Royal. “The
concert was inspiring. Nostalgically,
we both had thoughts of our son,
who was in the R-MA Band with Ed
Richards for five years until 2002.”
On Saturday, the cadets went back
to work with the bandmasters, conductors, and clinicians who donated
their time to help the student musicians learn as much as they could
in less than three days. Major Herbert L. Day, USMC (Ret.), Director
of Music Emeritus at The Citadel,
the Military College of South Carolina, was the concert band director.
CWO Kirk Edwards, Director of
Cadet Bands at United States Coast
Guard Academy, was the jazz band
clinician for the weekend. MUCM
Joe D. Brown, the Drum Major of the
United States Navy Band in Washington, D.C., was the drum major
clinician. Six members of the 249th
Army Band, West Virginia National
Guard, conducted the sectional rehearsals and served as adjudicators
for the Drum Major Competition on
Saturday evening.
Saint John’s Northwestern Military Academy won the Ronald L.
Horton Award, which is given to the
best-prepared high school. The Best
Prepared College Award went to
Valley Forge Military Academy and
College. Both awards were based on
the highest mean audition score on
chair placement auditions, and were
limited to schools that had more
than three cadets audition for the
membership in the festival concert
band.

The news
Military Academy (MarMA)
Clarinet: Timothy Tinker, VFMAC
Bass Clarinet: Sarah Lowell, VFMAC
Tenor Saxophone: Brendan Stewart, R-MA
F Horn: Alfred Heyer, VFMAC
Trumpet: Shuo Qui Liu, SJNMA
Trombone: Darien Morris, VFMAC
Euphonium: Christopher Jones,
VFMAC
Tuba: Maria Pedrys, VFMAC
Percussion: Anthony Karcz, SJNMA
Tympani: Lance Randles, VFMAC
Mallets: Shuqi Chang, SJNMA
Randolph-Macon Academy (RMA), founded in 1892, is a collegepreparatory, coeducational boarding school for students in grades 6
through 12. Students in grades 9-12
participate in R-MA’s 91st Air Force
Junior Reserve Officer Training
Corps (JROTC), which is currently
recognized as a Distinguished Unit
with Merit. R-MA is affiliated with
the United Methodist Church and is
located in Front Royal, VA.
Virginia State Police launch
official Facebook page to further
public safety mission
Investigators use Facebook to seek
tips in 14-year-old unsolved murder
Some 400 million Facebook users have the opportunity to become
a “fan” of the Virginia State Police
(VSP). VSP officially launched an
official Department Facebook page
March 1, 2010, and hopes fans will
aid with solving crimes, tracking
down fugitives and locating missing persons. The VSP Facebook page
also features Department press releases, traffic safety tips, State Police

YouTube links, and a calendar of upcoming traffic safety campaigns and
enforcement initiatives.
“As social networking sites especially Facebook gain in usage and
popularity, incorporating social media into our communications and
public outreach efforts is a natural
progression for State Police,” said
Colonel W. Steven Flaherty, Virginia
State Police Superintendent. “Facebook provides us with an immediate
communications channel to keep
Virginians and social networkers
around the world informed of what’s
happening in the communities and
on the highways of the Commonwealth.”
According to a recent Nielsen
Company survey, “…global consumers spent more than five and a half
hours on social networking sites like
Facebook…in December 2009, an
82% increase from the same time
last year…With 206.9 million unique
visitors, Facebook was the No. 1
global social networking destination
in December 2009 and 67% of global
social media users visited the site
during the month.”
Founded in February 2004, Facebook is a social, Internet-based
networking Website that enables
people to connect with one another
and various groups via a Facebook
profile page. Anyone over the age of
13 with a valid e-mail address can
become a Facebook user. There is no
cost to join Facebook, which is privately owned and operated. Per its
policy, Facebook prohibits convicted sex offenders from using its site
(http://www.facebook.com/terms.
php).
The Virginia State Police Facebook
page can be viewed by non-Facebook users. To receive updates, one
must be a registered Facebook user
(http://www.facebook.com).

Mountain
Fence
We Install Fences Year Round!

Receiving gold medals:
Outstanding Festival Concert
Band Musician: Michael Bramley,
Valley Forge Military Academy &
College (VFMAC)
Outstanding Festival Jazz Musician: Isaac Work, Saint John’s
Northwestern Military Academy
(SJNMA)
Outstanding Drum Major: Victoria Kolton, Randolph-Macon Academy (R-MA)
Silver medals went to the students
who were selected as the first chair
players in the festival concert band:
Flute: Julia Griesbaum, R-MA
Bassoon: Richard Cook, Marine

Call today
for a FREE
estimate in
Northern
VA or
Shenandoah
Valley

• Wood
• Vinyl
• Aluminum
• Chain Link

Call: 540-635-9981 or
703-606-5327
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Community

Nominations sought for Wildcat’s Shiflett Hall of Fame

We’ve got one for you
Wildcat
nation,
Heidi
Moore.
March is Community Nomination Month for the Lawrence
“Sweeney” Shiflett Warren County
High School Athletic Hall of Fame.
Criteria – Any Alumni or friend
of Warren County High School may
submit the name of a nominee from
the following criteria: (A candidate for induction into the Warren
County High School Lawrence M.
“Sweeney” Shiflett Athletic Hall of
Fame must satisfy the qualifications
in one of the following categories)
Former Student Athletes of Warren County High School:
1. The candidate must have been
out of high school for at least 10
years.
	2. The candidate must be a graduate of Warren County High School
(may be waived by Hall of Fame
Committee in special circumstances).
3. The primary basis for selection into the Athletic Hall of Fame
will be athletic achievements while
a student at Warren County High
School. Accomplishments in the
collegiate and/or professional ranks
will be given consideration.
4. Character and standing in the
candidate’s community will be considered as part of the selection criteria.
Former Coaches of Warren County High School:
1. The candidate must have been
out of coaching at WCHS for at
least five years.
	2. The candidate must have been a
head coach at Warren County High
School.
3. A candidate must have been a
head coach who has distinguished
himself/herself by demonstrating
exceptional leadership, character,
and athletic achievement during
his/her stay at WCHS.
Contributor to Warren County
High School Athletics:
    Candidates will be evaluated
based on the length of their service
to Warren County High School
Athletics, the unselfish manner in
which they served, and the quality of their service to the athletic

programs (Candidates do not have
to be a former student athlete or
coach).
Former Classes of WCHS/Lawrence Shiflett Athletic Hall of Fame
Class 2002: Lawrence “Sweeney”
Shiflett- Athlete, Coach, Contributor
Class of 2003: Donald Henry ’58,
Kelly Tharpe Martin ’85, Darrell
Whitmore ’87,
Estle Miers-Coach
Class of 2004: Malcolm Eugene
Kendall ’58, Michael Love ’71, Dana
Allison ’85,
C. Yates Hall-Coach
Class of 2005: John Marlow ’57,
Jim Cameron ’67, Francis Brooks,
Jr. ’68, Sonja
Osbourn ’79, Warren Miller-Contributor
Class of 2006: Ricky Leonard ’76,

Robbi Moose ’95, Brandie Dodson
’96, Jim Moose-Coach
Class of 2007: C. Lynnwood Athey
’55, William N. Wood, Jr. ’67, Henry
J. Owens III
’71, C. Russell ’87, John BlantonContributor
Class of 2008: Robert E. MasonCoach, Charles T. Dodge-Coach,
Robert L. Green ’81,
Samuel Haley, Jr. ’82, Irvin Grant
‘85
Class of 2009: Dr. Tripp BraddContributor, Dr. James E. FavareauContributor, Mr.
Joseph A. Lee-Athlete-’95, Mr.
Robert R. North-Contributor, Mr.
Jeremy
Paulson-Athlete- ’94
For more information, please contact Buck Smith at bsmith@wcps.
k12.va.us or 540-635-2171 ext. 261.

I-66 & Rt 522
North of
Front Royal

540.636.2901

Great Deals at
www.shenandoahford.com

239 C. South Street
Front Royal, VA 22630

Phone: 540-635-6900 • Fax: 540-635-1900
twofatbutchers.com

1

$
2009 NISSAN ALTIMA S CPE

2008 FORD ESCAPE XLT 4X4
39K, V6, AUTO

24K, AUTO, MOONROOF
#T7010A

WAS $20,995

NOW $18,845

#P431

WAS $20,995

NOW $18,976

00

off

your order
with coupon
One coupon per visit
Expires 4/15/10

Family Owned
& Operated
Since 1995

Creative Touch

“Quality
Work, at a
price you can
afford!”

Paint & Drywall
		 Offering:
• Student Classroom
					
• Behind-the-Wheel
					
• Re-Examinations
Now offering DMV-Certified Driver Improvement
(8 hour course - 5 safe-driving points)

Next Driving School Beginning March 13th.

Call for more info.
214 East Jackson Street • Front Royal, VA

540-622-6900

Free Estimates!
Licensed/Insured • References • Interior/Exterior
Commercial • Industrial • Residential
• Custom Colors
• Staining
• Wallpaper
Removal
• Drywall
Installation and
Repair
• Pressure
Washing
Call Jason at (540) 743-1258 or (540) 539-1251
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$ for what you’re already doing $

Mountain Mystic
Trading Company

Eaton Motor Sales

Our Mystique Has Grown!

EMPLOYMENT

The Sherando Times is currently searching for a general
assignment news reporter.
Contact:
dan@sherandotimes.com
for more information

Get Paid

Looking for:
Career-minded, motivated individuals to join
our highly successful team. Our business
is growing at a record breaking pace. Learn
more at our weekly meetings.
For more info, call 540-331-8834

Family-Owned Since 1971
Buy - Sell - Trade
In House Financing

2006 Honda Ridgeline RTL - V6, Auto,
4x4, Power Locks, Power Windows,
Leather, XM/CD, Sunroof

2006 Ford F350 - Diesel, Auto, 4x4,
Dual Wheel, Power Locks, Power Windows, Leather, Sunroof, AM/FM/CD

Offering a wide variety of sterling silver and gemstone jewelry,
chimes, rock and mineral specimens, books, cards, journals, relaxing and meditative music, tapestries, candles, incense, fragrance
and essentials oils, stickers, antique jade carvings, and so many
more one of a kind items!

215 South Street • Front Royal • 635-6318
Open everyday from 10-6, except Sunday from 12-5 and closed on Wednesdays

Check out some of our
other great cars:
• 2008 Dodge Caliber
• 2003 Chevrolet Silverado 1500
• 2005 Chevrolet Monte Carlo
• 2008 Ford Mustang
• 2004 GMC Sierra 2500
• 2002 Hyundai Elantra

2007 Buick Lacrosse CX - 6cyl,
Auto, Power Locks, Power Windows,
AM/FM/CD

437-A South Royal Avenue
Front Royal, VA 22630

540-635-9808

www.samsneadrealty.com • Fax: 540-635-7128 • Toll Free: 800-292-3548

930 GAFIA LODGE ROAD MIDDLETOWN, VA

2008 Pontiac Vibe - 4cyl, Auto, A/C,
Power locks, Power windows, Cruise,
CD, Factory Warranty

2003 Subaru Forrester - Auto, AWD,
Power locks, Power windows, AM/FM/
CD

38 Andrews Rd. • Front Royal, VA
Call Gary or Andrew: 540-635-3561

eatonmotorsales.com

30 acres fronting the Shenandoah River! Breathtaking
mountain and river views.
Over 500 feet of river frontage. Beautiful, 3 bedroom, 3
and a half bath home. Open
floor plan, great room with
stone fireplace, 2 master
suites. Large deck, professional landscaping with waterfall and small pond. Approximately
20 acres of fenced pasture. Run-in shed with tack room. In 3
tracts-great investment. On state maintained, paved road...minutes to I66. Offered $21,000 below assessment!

Reduced!

MLS#WR7153104 • $850,000
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Green Clean
w/TLC

Your Choice For A Healthy Clean
Exclusively Eco Friendly Cleaning
NO HARSH CHEMICALS.
•Residential/Commercial
and much more!
greencleanwtlc.vpweb.com

THE VERY FIRST NIGHT YOU USE IT WITHOUT
CHEMICALS OR ANYTHING ENTERING YOUR BODY!
LiveWave’s non-transdermal patch system utilizes
new technology to gently stimulate acupuncture
points, without needles – literally improving the flow
of energy in the body for improvement of sleep
FOR A TRIAL PACK AND MORE INFORMATION
CALL TRISH WILSON 540 636-8080
OR EMAIL TRISH22630@COMCAST.NET

(540) 313-2056

Enjoy the Benefits of Working with a
Local Mortgage Company
• 100% financing Available
• Government Approved Lender

Your Hometown Lender

540-660-1333 • 540-635-1457

www.hometownlender.net
sspiewak@hometownlender.net
Royal Plaza Shopping Center

Licensed by the Virginia State
Corporation Commission, MC-3749

Rich & Sally
Spiewak

The “Classics” of Country
Music can be found on

241 Chester St., Front Royal

631-3454 or 631-3455

Spring Festival Specials
Lunch Box - $7.95
Dinner Box - $9.95
Mon. - Fri. - Happy Hour 4 - 6 pm $1 Sushi
(each order $2 for 2 pc.)

Sunday - March 21 Sushi Class $30 per person
Sunday - March 28 (All you can Eat) Sushi & Roll Festival
$25 per person
Sunday Lunch specials - Kids eat free-w/paying adult
Saturday Lunch speicals - $1 Sushi Special

Open Mon.- Sat. 11am to 10pm

Your Hometown Station for over
60 Years is proud to be the
home of all the Country Classics.
Johnny Cash, Reba McEntire, Garth Brooks,
Willie Nelson, Waylon Jennings, Patsy Cline, Alabama,
George Jones, Barbara Mandrell, Tammy Wynette, Mickey
Gilley, Ronnie Milsap, George Strait,
Merle Haggard, Johnny Paycheck, Dolly Parton,
Marty Robbins, Kenny Rogers, The Oak Ridge Boys,
Alan Jackson, Mel Tillis, Tanya Tucker, Eddie Rabbitt, Charlie
Pride, The Judds, Vince Gill, Hank Williams, Jr., Conway
Twitty, Randy Travis, Crystal Gayle,
and many more!

The home of the award winning News at Noon and
The Valley Today Programs, the best music, local
news, up-to-date weather with local meteorologist
Kemp Miller, Warren County and
Skyline High School sports…
Simply Cedar Log Homes • Linden, VA • www.SimplyCedarLogs.com
For more information on beautiful, energyefficient cedar log homes call Simply Cedar
Log Homes at (540) 636-8400 or email us at
simplycedarlogs@aol.com

It’s all right here!!
Serving Front Royal and Warren County since 1948
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THE APPLE HOUSE

FrVaToday

OF LINDEN, VA
SINCE 1963

FRIDAY NIGHT

BUFFETS ARE BACK!
Spring Vera Bradley has arrived and the new styles
are gorgeous!
Come check out as we welcome brand new gift
lines - adorable items arriving all the time!

540-636-6329 • www.theapplehouse.net
EXIT 13 OFF I-66• 7 Days a Week
APPLEHOUSECATERING@HOTMAIL.COM

Who Says Homes
Aren’t Selling?
Ken Evans

540-683-9680
kenevans@mris.com

Sharon Cales

540-683-1370
sharoncales@earthlink.net

January 2010 stats. 35 sales in Warren County
February 2010 stats. 26 sales in Warren County average SOLD price $174,500
Please attend our “Local Real Estate Market
Update” seminar.
March 27 at 10 am. at the Weichert Realtors office 824 John Marshall Hwy., Front Royal
please RSVP 540-683-1370

Weichert Realtors
824 John Marshall Hwy
Front Royal, VA 22630
Lis. in Virginia & West Virginia, USA
540-683-9680 Direct • 540-683-1370 Mobile

Engle’s Angle: One of Those Days
By Kevin S. Engle
Warren County Report

Back to the basement. I know what I
need to do, although I don’t really want to
do it. Yesterday afternoon, after I got home
from work, I was knocking icicles off the
gutters. I’ll bet my keys fell out of my coat
pocket somehow. Great. My wife tells me
to take hers and look for mine when I get
home from work. I can’t do that. It would
bug me all day. She turns on all the lights,
inside and out to help me see. I pull my ski
pants over my clothes. I need a flashlight.
It’s upstairs. I’m downstairs. My day isn’t
going well. After retrieving it, I put on my
boots and out the door I go into the darkness. I retrace my steps, sinking into the
snow just like I did the day before. When I
complete my lap around the house, the only
thing I have now are wet socks but no keys.
I hate wet socks.
5:30:
Back inside. I’m running out of places to
look. Out of desperation, I reach into the
outside pocket of my wife’s purse. Guess
what I find? Hmmmm. How’d they get
there? I know I didn’t put them there. Why
would I? That only leaves one other person,
and she’s denying it. Apparently, it’s going
to remain an unsolved mystery.
I change my wet socks, take a few deep
breaths to calm the nerves, and off to work
I go. Halfway there, my stomach starts to
growl. I’ve already worked off my breakfast.
I’ll eat something as soon as I get to the
office. And then it hits me. That’s not going
to happen. Why? Because I forgot to grab
my lunch. It’s in the refrigerator.
It’s going to be ……………. one of those
days.

Wednesday.
It’s 5:20 in the morning and I’m trudging
around the house, knee deep in snow, shining the flashlight to mark my way. What’s
wrong with this picture? Everything. I’m
supposed to be driving to work right now,
but that’s not possible. Why? Because
I can’t find my car keys. And where do I
think they are? Out here somewhere. In
the two feet of snow surrounding my house.
Wonderful.
Let’s rewind.
Fifteen minutes ago:
I go downstairs to leave. I realize I won’t
get far without car keys. I walk upstairs to
the bedroom. To my surprise, they’re not
in the dresser drawer where I always keep
them.
Fourteen minutes ago:
Back downstairs. I check the coat I had
on yesterday afternoon. I’m sure that’s
where they are. Wrong! Ok, now I’m confused, and a bit concerned. We’re talking
car keys, house keys, Post Office box key, a
key to my dad’s house and a few others that
are for something, although for the life of me
I couldn’t tell you what. Did I set them down
somewhere in the basement? Maybe the
laundry room? No. By the door? No. In
my shoes? No.
And then it hits me. I know where they
are.
Twelve minutes ago:
Back upstairs. They’re in the bedroom
closet on top of my sweat pants. The same
place I always leave my glasses when I
can’t find them. Wrong again. Now I’m
more confused, and starting to panic. This
isn’t like me. My wife, maybe, but not me.
I’m also getting agitated. I’m going to be
late for work.
Ten minutes ago:

Every night, before going to bed, the
author checks his dresser drawer to make
sure there won’t be any more early morning
surprises. Now if he can only remember his
lunch.

kevinengle456@comcast.net

$34.

99

Boys Leather
Top Pack Boot
w/ Removable Liner
sizes 1 - 6

$26.

99

1:30pm - 2:30pm Education Committee
meets at the Chamber Office
2pm - 7pm Vino E Formaggio Wine Tasting. 124 E. Main Street. Always Free,
Always Fun! www.vinoeformaggio.com
635-2812
Sat Mar 6, 2010
Forecast for 22630 (48° | 27°)
8am - 4pm Warren County Fair Flea Market. 540-635-5827 www.warrencountyfair.
com/15.html
2pm - 3pm Samuels Public Library. Teen
Creative Writing Club for ages 12 and up.
Please register at (540)635-3153.
Sun Mar 7, 2010
Forecast for 22630 (54° | 32°)
8am - 4pm Warren County Fair Flea Market
Mon Mar 8, 2010
7pm - 8pm Town Council Meeting at the
Government Center
Tue Mar 9, 2010
12:30pm - 1pm Tourism Tuesday on 95.3
FM The River
7pm - 7pm BAR Meeting at the Government Center
Wed Mar 10, 2010
9am - 11am Community Network Meetings. Come join a well organized LOCAL,
private service & exchange forum with

GENERAL STORE

‘At the bridge’ 533 E. Main St.Front Royal, VA

Mans 14”
Thermolite
Pack Boot

$59.

Forecast for 22630 (44° | 24°)

Stokes

So they say... We are
getting MORE SNOW!!!
Mens Side
Zipper
Lightweight
Boot

Fri Mar 5, 2010

99

Mens Knee
Boots

$14.99
sizes 3 -13

Ladies sizes 6 -10

$34.99

Girls sizes 3-7

Made in
U.S.A

See all the homes listed for sale in our area at:

Navy Denim
Snow Boot

$32.99

www.WarrenHomes.info

It’s the best home BUYERS market in decades. Let us show you how to
get the best deal on the market & Oh, by the
way, who do you know that may need help with
buying or selling a home? Please send us their
names and numbers so we can help them too.

STORE HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 8 p.m. • Sat. 8:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Closed Sundays

(540) 635-4437 • (800) 252-1162

New Shipment of Gloves!
Warm & Waterproof
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FrVaToday
no alternative agenda. Come help create Community supported agriculture &
Community supported businesses & jobs.
Have a job offering? Need a job? Want to
help build our community? Need some extra income? Have things to offer for sale or
trade? Come join us for FREE & help develop a sustainable community! Meetings
take place every second Weds of each
Month at The New Life Wellness Center,
235 South Street, Front Royal. Call today
for details: (866) 747-5355 Even the call
is free!

10am - 11am Samuels Public Library.
Toddler Story Time is today. Theme: Monkeys
11am - 12pm Samuels Public Library.
Today is Preschool Story Time. Theme:
Monkeys

keys
11am - 12pm Samuels Public Library.
Today is Preschool Story Time. Theme:
Monkeys

4:30pm - 5:30pm Samuels Public Library.
Big Kids Story Time for Kindergarten and
up. Theme: St. Patrick’s Day.
Sat Mar 13, 2010

Second Sat Mar 13, 2010 - Sun Mar 14,
2010 in Historic Downtown Front Royal.
Enjoy specials and great local food
in downtown Front Royal! Something

See FRVA, pg 39

3:30pm - 5pm Chamber Board Meeting
Thu Mar 11, 2010
10am - 11am Samuels Public Library.
Toddler Story Time is today. Theme: Mon-

Shenandoah
Treasures
Arts,Crafts & Vintage items

,,Ltd.
Ltd.

from workshops, cupboards
& attics of folks living in the
mountains,valleys & hollows
of the Virginias

5074 Main St. / Stephens City, VA 22655 / 540-869-1286
diagonally across from the Post Office

www.shenandoahtreasuresltd.com

Open Friday & Saturday10am-4pm

Follow your heart
and your mind.

Happy Birthday!!!!

Discover
a rewarding
a State
Discover
a rewarding
career as a career
State Farmas
agent.
®
Farm
Help
othersagent.
in your community while building a
Help
others
in Imagine
your what
community
business that will last.
you can build while
business
that will last. Imagifbuilding
you put youramind
to it.
®

ine what you can build if you put your
mind to it.

Become a State Farm agent.

Lexi Joesephine Inex Kirby turning 2 March 10

Learn more:

BECOME A STATE
FARM AGENT
Melicca Lerman
Agency more:
Recruiter
Learn
(800)727-0255

Melicca Lerman
Agency Recruiter
(800)727-0255
statefarm.com/careers
statefarm.com/careers

An Equal Opportunity Employer

State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Cheyenne
Faith
Kirby
turning 2 March 12th

PO97045

From Ma
Maw Ann
& Pa Paw
Daniel

Heaven Leigh Kirby turning 4
on March 14th
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Obituaries

Report from Richmond: 2010
Delegate Clay Athey, R-18th Legislative District

Greetings from your Delegate to the Virginia General Assembly.
I am writing this column following the
adoption of Amendments to former Governor Tim Kaine’s proposed Biennial Budget.
The Biennial Budget process in Virginia began this year on December 18, 2009
when outgoing Governor Tim Kaine proposed closing a $4.5 billion dollar budget
deficit caused by the current recession
through approximately $2 billion dollars
in cuts, a $1.6 billion dollar income tax
increase, various fee increases and the refusal to reimburse local governments approximately $900 million dollars in car tax
payments which would have necessitated
a local car tax increase to offset the lost local revenue.
Last Thursday, the House adopted
amendments to former Governor Tim Kaine’s proposed Biennial Budget. The House
amendments to Kaine’s Budget were designed to achieve the following objectives
in addressing the approximately 4.5 billion dollar Budget deficit.
Initially, The House amendments reject
Kaine’s proposed 1.6 billion dollar income
tax increase and reject approximately 500
million dollars in fee increases proposed
by Kaine. The House amendments also
restore most of Kaine’s funding cuts in local law enforcement and in Constitutional
offices and restore state car tax reimbursements to localities. The latter strategy
should avoid local car tax increases based
upon Kaine’s elimination of car tax reimbursements to localities in his proposed
budget.
The House amendments also provide
over 50 million additional dollars to the
Governor’s Opportunity Fund and other

targeted tax incentives to help create new
jobs. The House amendments further reverse Kaine’s proposed freeze on Medicaid MR waivers for children and adults
with cognitive disabilities being cared for
in their homes through community based
programs. Above all else, I believe it is a
core responsibility of government to help
the helpless.
The House Amendments keep open
Andy Guest State Park and Skymeadow
State Park which Governor McDonnell
has suggested may be closed. The House
amendments provide local school systems
with maximum flexibility in implementing budget cuts by reducing or eliminating state mandated programs.
The House amendments also restore a
down payment into the rainy day fund
reserve to protect the Commonwealth’s
triple A Bond rating so that we can continue to finance needed projects at the lowest rates. The House Amendments also
reverse Kaine’s freeze on the local composite index thereby restoring increased
funding to public school systems including Frederick, Warren, Fauquier, and the
City of Winchester and also preserves cost
of competing funding for Warren, Frederick, Fauquier and the City of Winchester
while reducing required local VRS contribution limits to help localities balance the
School System’s Budget as follows:
Net Adjustment to State Funding From
Kaine’s Budget after Local VRS Savings
(1) Warren County
(2) Winchester City
(3) Frederick County
(4) Fauquier County

the House Amendments hopefully lay the
ground work for Virginia emerging from
the long recession. As we emerge from the
current economic uncertainty, I am hopeful that my unemployed constituents and
other struggling families will become fully employed which should allow us to restore needed funding for many programs
which the state may be forced to cut.
On Thursday the Senate also adopted
Amendments to Kaine’s Budget and all
the Amendments from both sides will be
referred to a Committee of Conference
where hopefully the best ideas in these difficult circumstances will emerge as Final
Joint Amendments to the Kaine Budget
which will be voted upon the last day of
the General Assembly Session (March 13,
2010). Following final legislative adoption
of the Biennial Budget, our new Governor
Bob McDonnell will be permitted to make
further amendments which both bodies of
the legislature must approve during the
one day veto session in May.
In closing, even though we face a very
difficult year ahead, I believe that increasing taxes will not lead to the returned
prosperity we need at this time. Unfortunately, until our economy improves and
prosperity returns, the state government
must continue to live within its means on
reduced revenues in the same way families are balancing their household budgets, through reduced spending and setting priorities.

-$ 290,901
+$ 142,964
+$2,092,319
+$5,412,174

This Budget year has required some of
the most difficult choices I’ve had to make
since I have been in the legislature and I
will continue to seek advice from my constituents in making these tough choices.
Unlike the Federal Government which
continues to print money and propose
tax increases on my constituents, Virginia
has chosen to take a different path with
its Budget. Although there are many cuts
to great programs I wish we could avoid,
because the size of the deficit, the House
amendments to Kaine’s Budget reduce the
size of state government down to its core
responsibilities. By avoiding tax increases
which would be ruinous to our economy,

As always, I thank you for the opportunity to serve in both good and bad times
although I must admit that I look forward
to a return to a better economy and less
suffering. During session, I can be reached
at 1-804-698-1018 or E mail me at delcathey@house.virginia.gov.
Paid political advertisement

Jesse Lee Foster, Sr.
Jesse Lee Foster, Sr., 75, of Sperryville, died Tuesday, March 2, 2010
, at Mont Vue Nursing Home in Luray.
A funeral service will be held on
Saturday at 11:00 a.m. at Maddox
Funeral Home conducted by Pastor John Burke. Burial will follow in
Washington Masonic Cemetery in
Washington , VA.
Mr. Foster was born September
17, 1934 , in Front Royal, son of the
late Harry and Doris Smoot Foster.
He was a member of Gid Brown
Bible Baptist Church in Rappahannock.
Surviving are two sons Jesse Foster and Silas Foster; twelve grandchildren; seven great-grandchildren;
and a brother Downey Foster. He
was preceded in death by his wife
Callie Virginia Clatterbuck Foster
and youngest son Edward McKinley
Foster.
The family will receive friends on
Friday from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m.
at the funeral home.
In lieu of flowers memorial contributions may be made to the Gid
Brown Bible Baptist Church , P.O.
Box 174 , Washington , VA , 22747
Phyllis Ann Bradbury Gallihugh
Phyllis Ann Bradbury Gallihugh,
77, of Front Royal, Virginia, departed this life on February 21, 2010.
She was born August 5, 1932 in
Richmond, Virginia. She was preceded in death by her parents, Earl
Vernon Bradbury and Helen Marsh
Bradbury. She was the beloved wife
of the late Allen Elee Gallihugh.
Those left to cherish her memory
are her devoted children, Delores
Ann White of Roanoke, Virginia,
Steve Allen Gallihugh of White
Post, Virginia, Breck Troy Gallihugh
of Front Royal, Virginia, grandson,
Branon Thomas Gallihugh of Front
Royal, Virginia, her sisters, Irene
Davis of Orange, Virginia, Marjorie
Blankenbaker of Madison, Virginia
and her many nieces, nephews and
friends.
The family would like to extend
heartfelt thanks to the staff of Heritage Hall Nursing Home, Front Royal Dialysis Center, Home Instead,
Continuing Care of Strasburg, Winchester Medical Center, and Warren
Memorial Hospital for their wonderful care and compassion.
A private ceremony was held for
immediate family.
In lieu of flowers, please make donations in her memory to the Front
Royal Dialysis Center.
Arrangements by Michael R.
Phelps and Associates Funeral Directors, Stephens City, VA.
www.phelpsfunerals.com
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Front Royal-Warren County Chamber of Commerce
NEW STUDY SHOWS CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE MEMBERS OFFER SAFER BET WHEN IT COMES TO BUSINESS CREDIT RISK
The American Chamber of Commerce
Executives (ACCE) today announced the
publication of a new study detailing the
credit scores and payment behavior of ten
local chambers of commerce across the
United States, comparing their member
businesses with other regional, state and
national business averages. Produced by
Cortera™, a community-driven business
credit bureau, on behalf of ACCE, the
study includes the Bowling Green (KY)
Area Chamber of Commerce, Greater
Boca Raton (FL) Chamber of Commerce,
Greater Durham (NC) Chamber of Commerce, Greater Omaha (NE) Chamber of
Commerce, Helena (MT) Area Chamber
of Commerce, Lake Champlain (VT) Regional Chamber of Commerce, Lubbock
(TX) Chamber of Commerce, Salem
(OR) Area Chamber of Commerce, San
Diego (CA) Regional Chamber of Commerce, and Tulsa (OK) Metro Chamber.
According to the study, chamber of commerce members possess an average
credit score of 629, compared to a 557
average score for businesses at large.
Such scores – the payment behavior from
which they are derived -- play a significant
role in attracting lines of credit and securing favorable terms from lenders and
suppliers. A complete copy of the study,
which includes both the aggregate findings, as well as the individual commercial
credit scores for each of the ten local
chambers, is available on the ACCE and
Cortera sites. The study was contracted
by ACCE and performed by Cortera,
which reviewed payment behavior for
chamber member businesses. “Chamber members have long been seen as
responsible and reliable members of their
community,” said Mick Fleming, president
and CEO of ACCE. “What this study indicates is that the perception is right. From
a credit standpoint, chamber members on
average are better businesses, and as a
result they have significant advantages
in obtaining the funds they need. In this
economy and the tight credit environment we are experiencing, that’s especially important.” “The economic health
of the entire supply chain is dependent
on the payment behavior of each of its
stakeholders,” said Jim Swift, president
and CEO of Cortera. “This study suggests that chamber members are among
the most dependable participants in this
ecosystem.” If you would like a copy of
the full study, please call the chamber at
635-3185 or send an email to info@frontroyalchamber.com.

on the Shenandoah University campus
in Winchester. The sessions are interactive and include: technology, government
contracting, financing, business management, organizational strategy and more.
Register online today at http://www.
su.edu/business. Online registration is
available until March 8, 2010. After February 14 and at-the-door registrations will
be $50/person. For more than three participants from a single organization: $40
after February 14. For more information,
please visit the website or contact Virginia
Rae via email to vrae@su.edu.
LUNCH AND LEARN
Join us for a FREE “Understanding Your
Credit” seminar hosted by CommonWealth One Federal Credit Union on
“Understand Your Credit” on Wednesday,
March 17th, noon to 1pm at the Chamber. You’ll learn who needs to build good
credit and why, the significance of your
credit report and credit score, how to establish credit if you don’t have any, how to
rebuild a good credit history, tips for using
credit wisely, pitfalls that could cost you
plenty, and your rights and responsibilities. RSVP to info@frontroyalchamber.
com or 635-3185.
THE LIFELINE SERIES
Join us for the continuing Lifeline Series
“Insuring Your Future” on March 25th,
8:30 a.m. – 10 a.m. at the EDA Auditorium, 400 E. Kendrick Lane. Get the important information on insurance reform and
programs. Presenters include: Jim Kenney, Jim Kenney Insurance – In-Home
Business Insurance; Joe McGreevy,
McGreevy Insurance – Workers Comp &
Commercial Insurance and Bob McClung,
Georgetown Financial Services – Health
Care Reform. Cost is $10 Chamber members and $20 Nonmembers. To register
call the Chamber at 635-3185 or info@
frontroyalchamber.com. The Lifeline Series is sponsored by Front Royal-Warren
County Economic Development Authority,
Lord Fairfax Small Business Development Center, and Front Royal-Warren
County Chamber of Commerce.
LORD FAIRFAX SMALL BUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT CENTER
David Fuller from the Virginia Department of Business Assistance will be in the
Middletown office on March 19, 2010 for
one-on-one counseling for those wanting
to register on eVA (the Virginia Electronic
Purchasing Portal) and wanting to know
more about selling to the state and local
governments. Call 540-868-7093 for an
appointment.

BUSINESS SYMPOSIUM AT SHENANDOAH UNIVERSITY

MEMBER NEWS

The 2nd Annual Harry F. Byrd Jr. School
of Business Symposium “Strategies For
Growth. A Different Way Forward” will be
held on Thursday, March 11, 2010 in Stimpson Auditorium, Halpin-Harrison Hall

The Humane Society of Warren County
will hold its quarterly Pet Wellness Clinic
on Saturday March 6th 2010 from 10am4pm at the shelter. As in past clinics,
they will be offering both combo and ra-

bies vaccinations for dogs and cats, ear
cleaning, nail trimming, worming, flea
treatments, and micro chipping. No appointment is needed, just come and get
in line. Please have dogs on leash and
cats in carriers.
Blue Ridge Housing Network is hosting
a free VHDA Homeownership Education
Class on March 13, 2009 from 10:00am
– 4:00pm in Winchester. This program is
designed to take the mystery out of the
home buying process and help first-time
homebuyers prepare to make the important choices related to homeownership.
Topics include: Personal Finances, Credit
Reports, Role of the Lender, Working with
your Real Estate Agent, Home Inspections and Closing you Mortgage Loan.
Blue Ridge Housing Network is pleased
to announce their new Homebuyer’s
Club. The Club provides comprehensive
homebuyer education and counseling to
low-income persons interested in becoming homeowners. Club members meet
once a month with their group in Winchester. You will also meet individually
with the Counselor in Front Royal at least
two times during the class dates. Club
meeting topics include, but are not limited
to: credit and budget, employment, special loan programs, mortgages, insurance
and closing costs, and post-purchase homeownership issues. This is a 17 month
program that begins in March. Reservation call (540) 622-2711.
Let it ride at the seventeenth annual Casino Royale, set for Saturday, March 13, at
Shenandoah Valley Golf Club! Presented
by the Warren Memorial Hospital Foundation, Casino Royale gives guests the opportunity to play games such as blackjack,
Texas Hold ‘Em, roulette, craps, and poker just for fun, using play money. The annual event, which has become a favorite
for those who like the excitement of being
a high roller without the stress of actually
losing their shirts, will welcome back the
ever-popular horse racing and feature a
few other surprises. The event will open
at 7:00 p.m., so guests can enjoy hors
d’oeuvres, preview the silent auction, and
check out the casino tables before gaming begins at 7:30 p.m., and runs through
10:30 p.m. The evening will include drawings for a variety of prizes, a 50/50 raffle
and the silent auction. Proceeds from this
year’s event will help WMH buy needed
medical equipment, enhance hospital
services, and support efforts to improve
our community’s health. Recent Casino
Royale events have supported purchasing a new Womens Care Center infant
security system, fund free-of-charge
community CPR days, provide a prescription drug education program and much
more. Tickets are $75 per person, which
includes admission to the event, $10,000
in play money for casino games, complimentary prize tickets, an hors d’oeuvres
buffet and beverages. Tickets will not be
available at the door. For more information or to get tickets, call Jenny Grooms,
WMH Foundation, at 636-0363 or email

her at jgrooms@valleyhealthlink.com.
You must be 21 to attend.
HealthSource Chiropractic and Progressive Rehab of Front Royal is hosting an
American Red Cross Blood Drive. The
blood drive will be on March 17th, 2010
from 9:00-2:00. We are in need of blood
in our area, so please call to schedule a
time to donate on March 17th. We will be
offering hand massages, treats, and drink
to the donors that day. Call 540-635-4440
to schedule your blood donation.
The Front Royal Women’s Resource Center will have their “Dare to Dream Breakfast” on Thursday, March 18th, 7:30 a.m.
– 9 a.m. at the Holiday Inn & Suites. Join
us in honoring Women’s History Month
and the Dare to Dream recipients and
special guest Cheryl Thompson-Stacy,
President of Lord Fairfax Community College$15 at the door. Please RSVP to the
FRWRC at 636-7007 by March 12th. .

enjoy the Wednesday Gathering Party!
We’ll start your event with some free appetizers and other fun stuff! Also, anyone
who brings in the business’ personalized
coupon will enjoy $6 appetizers at their table all week. (Limit 3 appetizers per table)
Drawings are every Monday. Questions?
Houlihan’s: 631-3045 or carol.woods@
blueridgeshadows.com.
Myrna M. Perkins has joined CommonWealth One FCU’s mortgage team, and
will be based out of the credit union’s
Front Royal Branch. With more than 20
years of experience, Myrna provides expert guidance to community members
who are looking to secure financing for
primary home, vacation and investment
properties; refinances; and constructionto-permanent projects. Visit www.cofcu.
org/mortgage to learn about the Best
Rate Guarantee and to schedule an appointment with Myrna.
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Come out and join the fun at the 5th Annual Womanless Beauty Pageant, sponsored by the Front Royal Warren County
Relay For Life. This year’s event will be
held in the Skyline High School Auditorium at 7pm on Saturday, March 20, 2010.
There will be concessions, teams will be
there setup with fundraisers. Please remember to bring money to vote for the
People’s Choice Award that night. Admission is only a $5.00 donation! For more
info. contact Cathy (540)974-9879.
Aire Serv Heating and Air Conditioning
Sweepstakes ... Two lucky homes will
receive a new heating/cooling system.
Grand prize is valued up to $10,000 and
first prize is valued up to $5,000. Anyone
interested in entering can do so by visiting
our website at www.aireserv.com/bullrun
and click the sweepstakes banner on the
right.
SRO Toastmasters Club - Want to become more comfortable and competent
before an audience? Want to be a better
leader? Toastmasters is a non-profit international organization offering a proven
and enjoyable way to practice communications and leadership skills. Learn by
doing in a fun and friendly environment
- no pressure, no instructor. Members
learn from each other and provide positive and helpful feedback. Emphasis is
on building confidence and reaching your
full potential - at your own pace. Membership fees are minimal - $20 when you join,
plus only $5.50 per month. Meetings are
held on the first and third Monday, from 7
pm to 8:30 pm, in the Chamber Conference Room. All are welcome to attend.
For more information contact kmhade@
gmail.com.
Houlihan’s Restaurant + Bar invites you
to stop in for breakfast, lunch, or dinner. While you’re here, drop your business card in the box for an opportunity to
win Business of the Week. From 5 p.m.
– 7 p.m., winners, their staff, and families

March of Dimes Foundation
Mary Knapp
1356 S. Main Street
Harrisonburg, VA 22801
800-868-5894
mknapp@marchofdimes.com
www.marchofdimes.com/virginia
Weichert Realtor
Clint Pierpoint
183 Powell Drive
Front Royal, VA 22630
540-671-5898
clintpierpoint@hotmail.com
TOWN OF FRONT ROYAL
Monday, March 8th, 7 p.m. at the Government Center
Monday, March 22nd, 7 p.m. at the Government Center
COUNTY OF WARREN
Tuesday, March 16th, 7 p.m. at the Government Center
UPCOMING EVENTS
March 9: Ambassadors, 2 p.m. at the
Chamber
March 9: Chamber Board of Directors, 5
p.m. at the Chamber
March 10: Education Committee, 1:30
p.m. at the Chamber
March 10: Business After Hours, Sona
Bank, 5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
March 11: Adult Leadership
March 11: Shenandoah University Business Symposium
March 16: Wine & Craft Festival Committee, 8:30 a.m. at the Chamber
March 17: Lunch and Learn
March 18: Youth Leadership
March 23: Morning Schmooze, Blue
Ridge Hospice, 7:30 a.m. – 9 a.m.
March 25: Lifeline Series “Insuring Your
Future”, 8:30 a.m. at the EDA
FrontRoyalChamber.com
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Ask Stewart
Dear Stewart;
Recently I saw a Planning Commission meeting where many people identified themselves as Tree Stewards.
What were they doing there and what
do they do? Isn’t there another group
called the tree board also?
New to local Government
Dear “New”

Ask
Stewart

The Tree Stewards are actually good
friends of mine (since I’m their mascot).
They are trained volunteers whose two
primary missions are to assist the Town
of Front Royal in caring for the public
trees through hands-on projects as well

as to promote proper tree care through
education, such as their annual “All
About Trees” class. They are very interested in making sure that people
who make decisions affecting the Town
are informed about the important role
of trees in our community and its environment.
Yes, there is a tree board, officially
called the Urban Forest Advisory Commission. These members are appointed
by Town Council to help them on policy and protection issues regarding public trees. Issues such as tree removal
and the proper tree species to plant on
public property are discussed throughout the year, among other things. They
also work to help educate the public on
tree care as well.

Sometimes it does get confusing as to
who is who among “those tree people”
since some tree board members are
Tree Stewards and vice versa. The bottom line is both groups work together
to make sure this town’s trees stay as
beautiful as they have become over the
past several years, whether it is through
pruning work days or bringing in grant
funding to get more projects done in
Front Royal.
It’s kind of sad and counterproductive
to see trees grow and mature and then
get bulldozed down. But, the Planning
Commission, the Urban Forestry Advisory Commission and Tree Stewards
will be getting together to see if all this
can be worked out in a positive way.

The Front Royal/Warren County
Tree Steward program has been in existence since 1997. With 24 certified
tree stewards and 7new interns, they
are volunteers dedicated to improving
the health of trees by providing educational programs, tree planting and care
demonstrations, and tree maintenance
assistance throughout the community.
Through classroom training and handson practice, Tree Stewards learn the basics of tree biology and physiology, tree
identification, planting, and maintenance techniques. Tree Stewards make a
commitment to improving and protecting their community forest. Each month
Steward will answer a question from our
readers. If you have a questions regarding tree planting, care or maintenance,
please forward it to “Stewart” in care of
frwctreestewards@comcast.net and we
may publish it in a future issue.

Stewart

Humane Society of Warren County

Monday thru Sunday 10 am to 4 pm- Closed Wednesdays • 1245 Progress Drive, Front Royal, VA • 540-635-4734 • humanesocietywc@gmail.com

SAVE THE DATE ! Our next Rabies Vaccination Clinic will be Saturday, March 6, 2010, 10 am to 4 pm. We will have a Vet on site to give K-9 and
Feline Rabies and Distemper Combo vaccinations, as well as Microchipping, nail trims, ear cleaning, deworming, and flea and tick treatment. First
come first serve. All dogs must be on leashes (no retractable leashes) and all cats must be in carriers. Thank you for supporting the Humane Society
as we care for animals in need.

www.warrenco.petfinder.com

540 635-4734

Blue is a male 8 month old
Beagle. He was surrendered to
us by his owner. He has a great
personality.

Blues ad sponsored by:

Martins Foods
409 South St.
Front Royal
540-635-2249

Ella is a female brindle Boxer
mix. She was found as a stray
and needs a new home. She is
very friendly, and knows sit.

Enya is a female German Shepherd/Husky mix. She is house
trained, good with dogs, cats and
kids. She knows sit.

Ellas ad sponsored by:

Enyas ad sponsored by:

Wanda Snead
Property Management
Serving the area for 16 years
Sam Snead Realty
540-635-9753
SamSneadRealty.com

Little Red Dog
Pet Services

Andrea Coats
Certified Dog Trainer
540-551-0994

Toby is a male Hound/Pitt mix.
He was found as a stray. He is
wonderful and full of energy.
He is about 3 months old.

Tobys ad sponsored by:

All Creatures
Pet Care
24/7

636-3456

petsit4u@shentel.net

If you are interested in adopting one of our dogs, the adoption fee is $145 and includes the spay/neuter, vaccinations, microchip, flea/tick treatment and deworming. Thank you for your support of the
Humane Society. With your help we have been able to place thousands of animals in good homes. Contact Alison @ 540-551-2072 if you would like to become a pet sponsor too!
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To advertise in Warren County Report:
Contact Alison at alisond@warrencountyreport.com • 540-551-2072
or Angie Buterakos at angie@warrencountyreport.com - 540-683-9197
FRVA, from pg 32
new every second Saturday!
8am - 4pm Warren County Fair Flea Market
10:30am - 11:30am Samuels Public Library. Books and Barks is today. Relax
and read to the Books and Barks therapy
dogs. Please register at (540)635-3153.
7pm - 10:30pm Casino Royale at Shenandoah Valley golf Club. The 17th Annual
Casino Royal is tonight! Presented by the
Warren Memorial Hospital Foundation,
guests will have the opportunity to play
games such as blackjack, Texas Hold
‘Em, roulette, craps, and poker just for fun,
using play money. Tickets: $75.00/person,
which includes admission, $10,000 in
play money for casino games, complimentary prize tickets, an hors d’oeuvres
buffet and beverages. More information: Jenny Grooms, WMH Foundation
at (540)636-0363 or email at jgrooms @
valleyhealthlink.com. You must be 21 to
attend. TICKETS ARE NOT AVAILABLE
AT THE DOOR.
Sun Mar 14, 2010
Daylight Saving Time Begins
8am - 4pm Warren County Fair Flea Market
Mon Mar 15, 2010
7pm - 8pm BZA Meeting at the Government Center
Tue Mar 16, 2010
12:30pm - 1pm Tourism Tuesday on 95.3
FM The River
Wed Mar 17, 2010
St. Patrick’s Day
9am - 2pm HealthSource Chiropractic and
Progressive Rehab of Front Royal is hosting an American Red Cross Blood Drive.
We are in need of blood in our area, so
please call to schedule a time to donate
on March 17th. We will be offering hand
massages, treats, and drink to the donors
that day. Call 540-635-4440 to schedule
your blood donation.
10am - 11am Samuels Public Library. Toddler Story Time is today. Theme: Spring!
11am - 12pm Samuels Public Library.
Today is Preschool Story Time. Theme:
Spring!
7pm - 8pm Planning Commission Meeting
at the Government Center.
Thu Mar 18, 2010
10am - 11am Samuels Public Library. Toddler Story Time is today. Theme: Spring!

11am - 12pm Samuels Public Library.
Today is Preschool Story Time. Theme:
Spring!
4:30pm - 5:30pm Samuels Public Library.
Today is Big Kids Story Time. Theme:
Jungle Animals
5pm - 8pm Third Thursday ArtWalk. Downtown Front Royal.
7pm - 8pm Samuels Public Library. The Library announces Bedtime Ballet. The Old

Soft Shoe Junior Ballet Company presents, “Alice and the Mad, Mad Tea Party.”

FrVaToday
Authentic Mexican Restaurant

Fri Mar 19, 2010
7pm - 10pm Bluegrass Pickin’ Party at the
Front Royal Volunteer Fire Department,
221 Commerce Ave. All level of talents
welcome; acoustic instruments only. Food
for sale to benefit the Front Royal Volunteer Fire Department.
briefs@warrencountyreport.com

1303 N. Royal Avenue, Front Royal (540)635-7348

GET $2.00 OFF

MARCH SPECIAL

w/coupon thru 04/2010

$10 OFF $50 ORDER
$5 OFF $30 ORDER
$3 OFF $25 ORDER

GET $1.00 OFF

MONDAY ONLY

Any Dinner or
Combo menu item

Any lunch
menu item

w/coupon thru 04/2010

FREE DRINK w/ any
lunch menu item
w/coupon thru 4/2010

FREE APPETIZER W/ PURCHASE
OF 2 DINNERS OR COMBOS
($5 VALUE) w/coupon thru 4/2010

Check out our Daily Specials!

Reliance Woods
Choice home sites
available at drastic price
reductions to savvy
buyers who act quickly.
Build now or later using
our suggested builders or
yours. All lots have
approved perc sites and
are ready to go.

Connie Smallwood
www.reliancewoods.com • 540.551.2162
(Expires 3/31/2010)
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