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“Now to come here and have everything new – the architecture is spectacular; the opportunity is spectacular. Our kids will be very pleased and so will our parents.” – WCMS
Principal Alan Fox

An architectural wonder on Luray Avenue
Old WCHS’s rebirth as new middle school is a jaw dropper

The new, east-side main entrance of WCMS.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
We spoke with Warren County
Middle School Principal Alan Fox
as the seemingly hectic final week
of preparation for the opening of
the 2010-11 school year in a new
middle school location progressed
at a locomotive’s pace.
We feature the move of WCMS
from its West 15th Street location to Luray Avenue and the former Warren County High School
building for our “back to school”
2010 issue (see related interview
with another WCHS alumni, LCW
President Max Clatterbuck, for ad-

ditional info on the transformation
of the now 70-year-old building
into the new, state-of-art WCMS).
Both Fox (class of 84) and Clatterbuck (class of 77) are WCHS alumni.
We apologized to Fox for taking
him away from his obviously full
plate of final week preparations
and then plowed ahead like the
pushy media we sometimes are.
– So, how’s it going, Alan?
“Well, we still had to close down
the middle school – and when
you’ve been in one school for 22
years you’ve got a lot of memories
(not to mention classroom accoutrements),” Fox began of an experi-

Things were bustling in the new main entrance hallway on Aug. 30.
ence he was sharing with his staff.
In fact Fox’s ties to the old WCMS
run deep. He began his teaching
career there in the 1988-89 academic year, moving from In-School
Suspension to English, Math and
US History before taking on administrative functions in 1996,
culminating with appointment to
his current position in 2003-04.
And while the memories tied
to the old building may be many,
what now surrounds him is making the transition an exciting step
into the future.
“Now to come here and have everything new – the architecture
is spectacular; the opportunity is
spectacular. Our kids will be very
pleased and so will our parents,”
Fox hazarded a guess at the initial

reaction of those for whom this
work was done.
The revamped and expanded
building at its Kilby Drive entranceway will be officially dedi-

cated on Sept. 8 at 7 p.m. at the
school site – the public is invited.
And an open house will be held
on Oct. 16-17 from noon to 4 p.m.
each day. – TRUST ME, alumni or
not, you will want to see this building!!!
What has it been like for him, not
only as an alumni of the old Luray
Avenue high school, but as principal of the historic building’s new
incarnation as this monumental
– and people, we do mean monumental – transition occurs?
“It’s actually an honor to be the
first principal here as it transitions
to a middle school – that’s the way
I feel about it, I really do,” Fox replied with a barely suppressed
sense of awe, coupled as it were
with the responsibilities of seeing his staff make the change as
seamlessly as possible as the final
work on the physical changes to
the building continued all around
them.
See SCHOOL, pg 4

Tuesday’s
			 Special!
Kids Eat
FREE!!!

1 free kids meal per adult meal purchased

135 Crooked Run Plaza Front Royal, VA
(540) 635-7400 www.ledopizza.com

A Gift to Your Loved One
SECURITY, COMFORT & CARE

239 C. South Street
Front Royal, VA 22630
Phone: 540-635-6900
Fax: 540-635-1900
Now serving Deli sandwiches daily!!
Stop by for our weekly Specials!!

twofatbutchers.com

The Boyles Family has given this to their mother.
The Family Agrees...
The first time we walked into Hidden Springs was such a positive experience for all of us! We were greeted with
a warm hello and smile by the owners Vicki and Daryl Davidson and their professional staff who genuinely
enjoy what they do. When we left, they made us feel as if we had spent the afternoon with “family.” Hidden
Springs is a beautiful, small community setting with all the comforts and warmth of home which afford an enjoyable lifestyle with peace of mind for our family. The staff has been most respectful, caring and friendly which
are qualities you would expect from professinals. Hidden Springs is nestled atop a gorgeous mountain setting
with spectacular views, but this retirement community offers so much more than the beauty of the Shenandoah
Valley. They offer a safe, carefree, fun lifestyle with the oppurtunity to make new friends that quickly become
family. This community is designed with the needs of the residents in mind and the professional staff is commited daily to maintain an enhanced quiality of life for the residents while remaining independent. Hidden
Springs is our “second family” and we are so blessed to be a part of this community!
Elna Boyles, long-time resident of Front Royal,

Elna
long-time
resident
has inBoyles,
turn given her
children peace
of mind
for her well-being
her coming
years!
of Front
Royal, inhas
in turn
given
her children peace of mind for her
well-being in her coming years!

Call today to schedule your personal tour!

(540) 636-2008

8 miles south of the Skyline Drive entrance

Call today to schedule your personal tour!

(540) 636-2008

8 miles south of Front Royal off
scenic 340
973 Buck Mt. Rd., Bentonville, Va.
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Benefit For Debbie Llewellyn Committee

Rob & Vickie Atkins, Martha Buracker, RoseMary Comstock, Kym Crump, Tom & Terri Eshelman, Andrea Ferguson, Chris Flynn, Connie Good, Betty & Dennis Grove,
Roberta Grove, Loretta Harrell, Donna Knox, Bonnie Lewis, Matt & Molly Llewellyn, Michael Llewellyn, Steve & Vickie Llewellyn, David & Rhonda McDaniel, Jessica
McGreevy, Debbi & Dave Morfit, Jackie North, Sandy Ralls, Trudi Riley, Cindy Rodney, Charlie & Holly Sackett, Wayne & Sue Sealock, Pam Sisk, Janice Weatherholtz,
Mike Weatherholtz, Rae Wines, Amy & Glenn Wood, Harrison Wood, Jennifer Wood, Joye Wood, Bunky Woods, Connie Woods.

“Team Debbie” wishes to thank the community of Front Royal and Warren County for their generous support in our
efforts to raise funds to help our friend Debbie Llewellyn. Please take the time to read the names of the people and
businesses who helped to make our event a success. Thanks also to all the wonderful people who attended the Faith,
Family and Friends Benefit for Debbie Llewellyn. You shopped at the Silent Auction, bid at the Live Auction, purchased
food and tickets to the event. It is so nice to live in a community where people care about each other. To date “Team
Debbie”, www.teamdebbie.net has raised over $75,000. The funds raised through this event will assist the Llewellyn
family with the purchase of a wheel chair accessible van, modifications to the house to accommodate Debbie’s medical needs and to assist Charlie with his living expenses while he remains in New Jersey with Debbie while she is in the
Rehabilitation Center. Our hope is that Debbie’s health continues to improve and that she will soon be back home.

WZRV Radio 95.3 “The River”, Mike O’Dell emcee, Warren County Report, The Warren Sentinel, TV 3 Winchester, The Northern Virginia Daily, The Warren
County Fair Association, The Fabulous Hubcaps, Front Royal/Warren County Chamber of Commerce, Town of Front Royal (Debbie Llewellyn Day Proclamation), Party Sharks Band, Front Royal’s Fussell Florist, Donahoe’s Florist, Pastor Chris Weber, Rockland Community Church, Sona Bank, Cedarville Ruritan
Club, Rockland Community Church Ladies, Jeans Jewelers, Melting Pot Pizza, McGreevy Insurance, Winchester Printers, Drivers Choice Training School,
Town of Front Royal, Chris Flynn, Sun Studio Framing, Middle of Main Auctions-Tom Eshelman, Pat Carter, Grand Rental Station, Adventure Tattoo’s, Robbie
and Vickie Atkins, White Post Correctional Facility – Trustee’s.
Melting Pot/Postal Business Center, Jeff and Sondra Lehew, John and Braidwood Costello, David and Rhonda McDaniel & family, Richard and Carolyn
Grimsley, Jane White, Art Woods, G&M Auto Sales, Pro Physical Therapy, Charlie’s Auto Repair, Harry Heard III, DS, PC, Opal and Steve Heflin, Fred S. Andrea, Architect AIA, Commonwealth One Federal Credit Union, Express Lube, Weichert Realtors - Melanie Hamel, Weichert Realtors - Beth Waller, Rae and
Bruce Wines, Buracker Construction LLCAire Serve of Bull Run, Maddox Funeral Home, Apple Dumpling Daycare, Bridget G. Madden, Esq., Virginia Savings
Bank,Winchester Speech Pathologists PC, Barry and Tracy Pomeroy, Donnie and Susie Poe, Rappawan, Stokes Mart, Baked to Perfection, Dave and Debbi
Morfit, Bill Bunning, Shenandoah Ford, Eyeglass Factory, Waters Craftsmen, All Smiles Dentistry, Angels Korner Daycare, Larry and Cindy Andrews, Andy
and Dee Stokes, Pond, Athey, Athey and Pond, Tim and Tammy Darr, Weichert Realtors - Rita Rutledge - Darryl Merchant - Dorothy and Jimmy Brown, Andy
and Sadaf Sealock & the Moradis.

Auction

Recognition

Silent & Live Sponsors Special

From the bottom of our hearts, thank-you Front Royal and Warren County.

Fosters Jewelers, Front Royal Canoe Company, Big Sky Ranch-Raleigh Kraft, Loving Arms-Shelley Cook, Ron and Corinne Llewellyn, Sandstone Yoga, Little Sugar Naturals, Royal Oak Bookshop, Joyce Gardner, Tropical Smoothie Café, L Dee’s
Pancake House, Schewels Furniture, Kiblers Furniture, Trudi Rileyv, Betty West, First Virginia Bank, Mane Attraction-Donna McEathron, Image Makers Salon, Shear Designs, Jacksons Chase, Judith Wadsworth, Mary Frances Bukva, Rappahannock National Bank, Barbara Sue Myers, Lackawanna Bed & Breakfast, Virginia Farm Bureau, 6th Street Studio’s- Julie Grove, Lucky Star Lounge, Blue Fox Billiards Bar & Grill, Tres Bella, Dominion Health & Fitness, Nellie & Scott Goen, Gourmet
Delights, Blake and Company, Heart & Vascular Inst. of Winchester, Jack Evans Chevrolet, City Styles, Carolyn Kissinger, Ridgeline Designs, Ole Timers Antiques, Kim Perez, Lorraine Hulquist, Sandra Varney, Todd & Kelly Davidson, Dee Stokes,
Jackie & Robert North, Mark & Dorinda Robinson, Pat & Allan Wimer, Denise Walton, Tammy Dennison Schmidt, Bill Ritter, Jim Pitzvada, Diane Ricker, Apple Valley Dental, Amber Mitchell, Nora Harrington, Kelly Walker, Nancy Lehew, Mike Hartman, Shelley Sisk, Brenda Elford, Joanne Slayton, Pegi Beck, Royal Family Bowling, Royal Cinemas, Andy Thayer, Debie Oakes Foster, Browntown Community Center, Kaitlin Struckman, Dean & Tutu Griffith, Linda Keen, Mozelle & Fred Wallenfelz,
Cheryl Urbanski, Betty Long, Eyeglass Factory, Sandy Gunter, Pete Walker, WC Public Schools, Spelunkers, Around Your Kitchen, Judy Sloan, Jackie Bourque, Joanne Cherefko, Cindy Winegar, Shenandoah Valley Golf Club, Blue Ridge Shadows,
Heaven Sent Shoppe, P.S. Salon, Kathi Brogan Campbell, Kysela Pere E. Fils, LTD, Cairn Studio, JP & Violet Walt, VA Mennonite Relief Fund, Emily North, Hair Station, Craig Zunka, DS, Golds Gym, Roma Restaurant, Shelby Warrick, Health Source,
Bridget Madden, Esq., Jackie North, Rob Atkins, Vicky Llewellyn, Dan McCarty, Tim Tewalt, Gene & Jolissa Mathews, Celebrating Home-Jane Wine, Stu Riley, Coach House Bar and Grill, Jackie Hodgkiss, Libby Bolton, Kathy Brugh, Ann Shaffer,
Todd & Shelley Pitman, Terri Nicholson, Charles Logan, Terri Licklider, Anytime Fitness, Springtime Garden Center, New 2 You Consignments, Greg and Julie Vaught, Mike and Courtney Denton, Sandy Gunter, Gayle Shaffer, Linda Stickley, Dr. Scott
Cabazolo, Stokes Mart, Stokes General Store, Paramount Pictures-Jenny Weatherholtz, Connie Woods, Bunky Woods, Natural Results Chiropractic, Evelyn Payne, Arleen Brown, Main St. Mill Restaurant, Sue’s Sewing and Embroidery, Steve Fosters
Trick Mules, Adam Foster, Kristin Justice, Brenda Baker ,Brenda Ramey, Michele Somers, Mike Kenney, Kim Wines, Locust Grove Farm, South Street Grill, Shane Robinson, Pam Brown, Blue Skies Wellness, Eka Kapiotis, Cheri Schick - artist,
Chick-fil-A, The Giving Tree, R.A.C. Pools, Daily Grind - Front Royal, Shenandoah Motors, Joe Longo, Dirgham and Corinne Salahi, Warren County Parks and Recreation, Sackett & Sons, Rusty Crickets Cruisers Motorcycle Rally, Rappahannock
Cellars, Shotgun Shiver Band – Shane Robinson.
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SCHOOL, from pg 2
And speaking of seamless, Fox
pointed out the way building renovation/construction contractor
LCW ( Lantz Construction of Winchester) had connected the existing
hallways to the new ones as part of
the architectural marvel around
us. As we ventured toward the old
main entrance down the east wing,
Fox pointed to flooring, walls and
even a new enclosed courtyard that
will serve educational functions, in
addition to aesthetical ones.
“As I said, what you’ll see is that

the architecture is spectacular to
the point of being award winning.
The Virginia School Board Association has different awards for architecture and I think they should
be nominated, in particular for this
main hallway,” Fox said gesturing
around us as we headed east, “and
to the media center which you’ll
see as we make the circuit around
the old section and back into the
new one.”
As we stopped to really take in
our surroundings for the first time
since arriving to seek out our inter-
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view, we were truly impressed. The
old artist’s rendering we featured
last year when the contract was
authorized didn’t really prepare us
for the scope of this addition to the
school’s physical footprint.
When it is ready for public viewing at the above-cited dates, just go
to the old eastside gym entrance
and you’ll be there! And let me
tell you, Fox is not exaggerating.
Even full of workers, boxes and the
teachers belonging to those boxes
full of books and classroom materials, this main entranceway is a

jaw dropper.
And Fox pointed out that the architects focused on maintaining a
visual theme centered on the magnificent and familiar old columned
entrance looming on the hillside
over Luray Avenue.
“Everything is tied into the appearance of the old main entrance
and columns at the front of the
old building. There are pillars at
the new main entrance, the bus
entrance and the media center inside the new section. They kept to
that one theme and it really ties it

all together,” Fox said of the design
theme of just over a year’s work.
Shortly after Fox began leading
us into the renovated, east wing,
we were overcome by the guilt of
taking him away from his primary
duties. So we cut him loose to the
custody of his staff who had been
peppering him with questions from
the time of our arrival. We went
on around, led by LCW President
and Wildcat alumni Clatterbuck,
and as they say, a picture is worth
a thousand words. So from here
we’ll let our camera do the talking.

Spanish teacher Gali Sanchez greets our tour in the
Historically-preserved classroom in the old east
wing.

Donahoe’s Florist
LCW President Max Clatterbuck in the Media Center transformed from the old
library he used to study in.

Summer Clearance!

10% to 15% off
Summer Silk
Flower
Arrangements
Call us today

540-635-2815
1-800-806-5182

250 South Royal Ave
Jean Rudacille, Owner

Small Plumbing Jobs
Over 50
Drain Cleaning
Years
Water Heaters
Experience!
Garbage Disposals
Sump Pump
Plumbing Fixtures & Faucets
Gas Hook Ups & Repairs

571-436-3900
Don Brown FREE ESTIMATES
Owner
VA Licensed Master Plumber & Gas Fitter
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“I appreciate the decision to move forward – it’s going to be a great facility for Warren County.” – WC Sheriff Daniel McEathron on funding of a new public safety office
buildin

County

WC accepts $10.55-mil low bid on public safety building
WCSO and fire & rescue admin facility should be ready by Jan. 2012
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
On Aug. 17 the Warren County
Board of Supervisors accepted the
low bid on construction of a new
county public safety building. The facility has been long sought by Sheriff
Daniel McEathron to house his own
increasingly cramped administrative offices now located on Jackson
Street. The new building with a concrete base price tag of $10.55 million
will also house the county emergency
services administrative offices and
potentially a joint county-town law
enforcement 911 communications
and dispatch center, though the sheriff remains skeptical about that latter
change in existing dispatch operations (see our Late July edition).
“I appreciate the decision to move
forward – it’s going to be a great
facility for Warren County,” McEathron told the supervisors following
the unanimous roll call vote of approval.
The facility will be located across
Skyline Vista Drive from Skyline
High School, caddy cornered between Route 340 South and Criser
Road just northeast of the school.
The project is being funded through a
combination of already issued capital
improvement bond funds, set-aside
special project reserves, and a portion of the so-called twice-a-year tax
billing “windfall.” The latter amount
of nearly $7 million (see below financing box) is county real estate
and personal property tax revenues

Drummer
Wanted!!
Local Country +
Southern Rock band,

“Dixie Breeze”

is seeking a full time drummer.
For more info call Joey

540-778-4360

received six months earlier than normal in the initial year of the new June
and December tax collection system.
Funds Available from Fund Reserve
(Special Projects FY09-FY11)
$981,576.56
Funds Available for Public Safety
Project / (LAMS BB&T BOND)
$7,507,148.45
Funds Available from Twice-a-Year
Billing
$6,961,113.50
While the total amount of available
funds cited above are considerably
more than the base construction bid
of $10.5 million, County Administrator Doug Stanley explained that
other project costs are anticipated
to reduce the unused amount of
available funds to less than $300,000
($266,850). Any surpluses can simply
be re-directed to other needed projects or payments that the supervisors
approve.

Dickie, you guys aren’t radioactive
now, are you?
County staff noted that all but one
of 13 received bids came in within
$1.35 million of each other, with
Nielsen’s $10.549 million at the low
end and $11.901 million at the high
end. The one exception was a $16.1
million bid impacted by a second

phase bid about $4.3 million above
the other average bids on that aspect
of the project.
County staff noted the majority of
bids compared favorably to project
consultant Moseley Architects prebid cost estimate of $10.81 million.
Acceptance of the bid officially set
the Public Safety Building project in

motion as of Aug. 26. Referencing
Moseley estimates on project parameters, a 426 calendar day timeframe
on base completion was projected,
with an additional 30 calendar days
to final completion. Taking our shoes
off for some higher math figurin’
– weather cooperating, we calculate
a December 2011 completion date.

DOWNTOWN FRONT ROYAL, INC.
IS PROUD TO PRESENT…

And the winner is
The accepted bid on the project
came from Harrisonburg-based
Nielsen Builders Inc. References for
Nielsen submitted as part of the bid
proposal packet included a PublicPrivate Educational Facilities and
Infrastructure Act (PPEA) project in
Rockingham County on what is described as a state-of-the-art bio-research facility. That facility, partnering Rockingham County, Nielsen and
a familiar name – SRI International
(formerly Stanford Research Institute of Menlo Park, Calif.), will house
SRI’s primary Mid-Atlantic research
facility targeting bio-defense and
“neglected diseases.”
I guess if Nielsen can be trusted to
build a facility housing bio-warfare
research labs in Rockingham, they
can be trusted to build a safe structure for county law enforcement and
emergency services administrative
personnel here – hey Danny and

Saturday, September 25, 2010
6:00 pm - 10:30 pm
Gazebo Commons, Front Royal
Featuring

Into the Now


Admission will be $5.00 per person (children
under 6 free)



Food and beverages available for sale including:
beer, soft drinks, hotdogs, BBQ, and more



Rain date is Saturday, October 2, 2010



NO PETS ALLOWED IN THE EVENT!

For more information, please visit:
www.downtownfrontroyal.org
*Proper ID required for purchase of alcoholic beverages.
Persons 15 years of age and under must be accompanied by an
adult at all times. Not pets allowed. No coolers permitted.
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County

County gets bond rating boost
NEW YORK (Standard & Poor’s)
Aug. 12, 2010 – Standard & Poor’s
Ratings Services raised its issuer
credit rating on Warren County, Va.
one notch to ‘AA-minus’ from ‘Aplus’, based on the county’s strong
financial position and growing commercial developments. The outlook
is stable.
The rating further reflects our view
of the county’s access to the diverse
employment base in the Washington-Northern Virginia area, good
income levels along with extremely
strong market value per capita, very
strong fund balance, and low overall
debt burden on a market value basis.
“We expect Warren County’s
growth and good management practices to continue,” said Standard &
Poor’s credit analyst Moraa Andima.
“We believe the county will maintain
its strong financial position and average debt burden as it addresses its
future capital needs.”
Warren County occupies 219

square miles in the Shenandoah Valley of northwestern Virginia with an
estimated population of 36,823 in
2009. The county’s population has
increased steadily over the past nine
fiscal years, with a 17% growth since
census 2000. The county’s local economy is limited due to its rural characteristics.
Ami Kamani contributed to this
analysis.

Complete ratings information is
available to RatingsDirect subscribers on the Global Credit Portal at
www.globalcreditportal.com
and
RatingsDirect subscribers at www.
ratingsdirect.com. All ratings affected by this rating action can be found
on Standard & Poor’s public Web site
at www.standardandpoors.com. Use
the Ratings search box located in the
left column.

County financial and bond advisor
Ted Cole of Davenport & Company
of Richmond told us the Standard
& Poor’s rating boost was entirely
based on the county’s management
of its finances, rather than any recent
changes in how municipal and pri-

vate corporate entities are rated. In
fact, Cole pointed out it was another
rating agency, Moody’s, not Standard
& Poor’s that had made that municipal-corporate rating adjustment.
(From a release)

LONGABERGER BASKET BINGO
STEPHENS CITY VOL. FIRE & RESCUE
5346 MULBERRY ST.
STEPHENS CITY, VA 22655

SUNDAY SEPT. 12, 2010

DOORS OPEN AT 12:30 PLAY AT 2PM

$20 ADMISSION
MUST BE 12 YRS. OLD
PRESALES UNTIL SEPT. 9TH FOR SPECIAL RAFFLE

FOR MORE INFO. CALL TWEETY (540) 974-1667

Yard / Garage Sale

Friday Sept 10th and Sat. Sept 11th

7 am to ??
1426 Ridgeway Road, Front Royal

Route 619 to right on Menefee,
left on Ridgeway Rd
1st driveway on left
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By Dan McDermott
Publisher, WC Report
In twenty four hours we will
print this issue, our one hundredth
attempt to tell the truth in Front
Royal and Warren County.
What a strange and wonderful
journey it has been – and at times
scary.
From our humble beginnings as a
website few read to the newspaper
it is today, Warren County Report
does indeed represent the dream
I had when I told my good friend
Cassie Whittington in 2004 that I
was going to start a newspaper.
She said all the right things – and
she didn’t laugh.
A few years later she called me
up and told me that her dad, local
building legend Sonny Whittington said it was his favorite paper. “I
remember when you told me you
were going to start a newspaper,”
she said. “I thought, well ... so you
are going to just ‘start a newspaper.
Just like that,” she recalled. “I guess
you did.”
That call meant more to me than
she will ever know.
I had been planning different
layout designs and chatting with
other publishers to get ideas and
figure out how to get things rolling
for a couple of years when in 2006,
Roger Bianchini became suddenly
available.
“I was fired,” he would clarify.
“You are always so diplomatic, Dan
– I got canned – philosophical differences,” he elaborated.
Roger sent me an e-mail asking
if I knew of any writing jobs that
might be available. I hired him in
my reply.
Thus began the project that has
gone from little-known community tabloid to a newspaper that has
been quoted around the world and
been praised by some of the top
writers at Fox News Channel, The
Washington Post, Politico and The
Washington Examiner. Roger and I
have appeared on national television and I even played the dubious
role of unwitting ‘evil print report-

er’ in the last episode of The Real
Housewives of Washington, DC. (I
must admit I wasn’t watching and
didn’t know I was on the show until
two colleagues e-mailed me to say I
was on that night. Then my phone
blew up as the texts and messages
rolled in.) But that’s how it works.
Once, our office landlord Tom Eshelman told me he had seen me interviewed on the local Fox station
in Las Vegas the previous night.
That was the first I had heard about
it.
I had interviewed with the DC
stations many times but I remember how scared I was when I did an
interview on Good Morning America. They taped me for ten minutes
and I was shaking for hours afterward, worried I would look like an
idiot. Then it came on and I was
there for 12 seconds and looked
fine – all that worry for nothing.
Once I was asked to do a bit for
Greta Van Sustern of Fox News
Channel. I didn’t have time and
wanted to get Roger to do it. He
had never done TV before and I
must admit that I ‘forgot to mention’ that it was for a national network. Roger was interviewed by
Griff Jenkins for Fox and I thought
it was funny that Roger, a self-described ‘60’s radical’ was having
such a pleasant interview with Fox
News. Griff later complemented
Roger’s performance. Again, I was
worried for nothing.
But as I look back on our beginning
days, there was cause for concern
– right away.
Warren County Report’s print
edition was originally going to be
a magazine on newsprint. It would
be monthly and cost $2.50. That
was my plan.
Big mistake! But it was fixed three
days later.
We all got together and decided
to change the cover price to 50
cents – Roger’s first “I told you
so.” This was a huge problem since
many stores had programmed our
barcode to $2.50 and we would
have to get with each of them to
reset our paper to the new price.
But I had a brilliant idea for that!
I went to Staples and bought some
little round stickers. I chose yellow since it would stand out. And
we literally went to every place and
put a little yellow sticker that said
“50 cents” over the old price and
bar code.
On the next issue I printed the
price in a yellow circle to be consistent. We kept it when we eventually went free.

So that is the reason there is a big
yellow FREE on the paper. It was all
because of those little yellow 50cent stickers that allowed our curious 2000 first readers to see what
was going on.
As I write this, I am looking at
various covers we have printed
over the years. All of the issues are
on our website. Each one brings
back memories.
I remember debating catchy
headline ideas for the story of then
Sen. George Allen’s use of the word
“macaca” to describe a young man
videotaping one of his speeches. I
came up with “Macaca happens.”
We got beat up a little on that one,
but not as bad as it turned out as
the senator himself did.
Then the town decided to create
a misdemeanor charge for people
who don’t sort their trash correctly.
(We still think that is a stupid idea.)
Tony Elar, who now owns Yellow
Cab, drew up a hysterical op-ed
cartoon showing a town trash truck
hauling people to jail. I put that on
the cover.
One of the prettiest covers we
had showed a housing development. The article was about Del.
Clay Athey’s bill to offer incentives
to steer home construction to land
adjacent to already developed town
and city property, instead of chopping up all the farm land in Virginia
until there isn’t any left.
We have run a series of cover stories about local wounded war vet
Bunky Woods, paralyzed by a sniper’s bullet in Iraq. Local builders
under the auspices of the national
Homes for Our Troops organization are building him a new home
and we are a sponsor. We are happy
and eager to help but it has always
perplexed me why private donations are necessary - he should be
living in a palace paid for by the
Pentagon budget.
In March of 2007 I discovered the
power of animal-themed covers. It
started when I saw a huge number
of vultures (Cassie would always
yell at me if I said ‘buzzards’) circling the Criser Rd. 7-Eleven. I
took a bunch of pictures and wrote
a little article about it and quoted
some facts from Wikipedia. The issue flew off the stands. Roger used
to argue with me about putting animals on the cover but after seeing
the impact it has in reaching the
non-traditional newspaper reader
he doesn’t fight me over it anymore
– my get even “I told you so.”
In June 2007 we were the first
newspaper in the country to report

that Virginia’s new abusive driver
fees would attach huge new financial penalties to such serious driving infractions as “learner’s permit
violation” or “not wearing a seatbelt.” Speaker of the House Henry
Howell actually wrote an op-ed
denying it. Of course we were right
and they later reversed the law.
The impetus to that story was provided by Councilman Tom Sayre’s
appearance on WZRV’s News at
Noon with Roger during his brief
foray into broadcasting – too
much like a real job he later told
me. Roger went to discuss the bill
and Sayre’s representations about
it with Rep Athey, who was kind
enough to print the entire 130-page
state budget of which it was a part
out while assuring him the “civil
remedial fees” weren’t all that oppressive. – “Well that’s not the way
it reads,” Roger replied, leading the
delegate to reappraise what the legislature had actually wrought. That
portion of the budget was later repealed amidst a statewide outcry.
In Early July, I ran an interview
with Margo Glavis. I met Mrs.
Glavis at her residence in Hidden Springs Senior Living. She
was about to turn 102. Her story
is amazing – she saw Hitler speak
in Germany in the early 1930’s,
met John D. Rockefeller and shook
hands with Herbert Hoover – and
I highly recommend you look it up
on our site.
We had one of our first big worldwide exclusives in March 2009
when a Norfolk-based sailor attacked a barracks mate dressed like
the Joker from Batman comics and
then drove down Skyline Dr. still
dressed as the Joker before dying
in a hail of gunfire during a confrontation with authorities near
the Route 340 South Front Royal
entrance to the Drive. We had the
only photos of the guy lying next to
his bullet-ridden van. That went all
over the place.
In early Nov, 2009 I ran a story
that two of our Linden readers were
going to star in The Real Housewives of Washington DC. This
was before the White House State
Dinner and was the reason about
a hundred media outlets called
me around Thanksgiving after The
Washington Post broke the story
that Tareq and Michaele Salahi had
attended the dinner but weren’t on
the official guest list.
A few more outlets have covered
the couple since then.
Earlier this year I decided to

See BIRTHDAY, pg 39
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LCW’s Max Clatterbuck returns to Luray Avenue
WCHS grad oversees transformation of a community landmark

WCMS Principal Alan Fox (WCHS, Class of 84) greets
Lantz Construction of Winchester President Max
Clatterbuck (Class of 77) in the new office complex
located off the new main entranceway of WCMS.
By Carol Ballard
Warren County Report
Max Clatterbuck, a 1977 graduate of Warren County High School,
came back home to lead the construction project which has transformed the old school into the Lu-

ray Avenue Middle School.
Now the president of Lantz Construction Company of Winchester,
Inc. (LCW), he talked about how
it felt to return to the scene of his
high school days.
“I think it’s neat, it brings back
a lot of memories. It’s hard to

LINDEN VOLUNTEER
FIRE DEPARTMENT
COMPANY 45
FALL

The old WCHS main entrance has been historically preserved but will no longer be the new middle
school’s main entrance.
walk back to the old auditorium,
because you remember some
things. When I was in Key Club,
we had a womanless beauty contest. I remember being on stage in
it and it was not a pretty sight,” he
laughed.
The school, however, is a pretty
sight.
Richmond-based Consultants
with Ballou Justice Upton Architects were necessary to smoothly
connect 60,000 square feet of new
construction to the 100,000 square
feet of historical renovation. Walls
were demolished, new walls and
doorways shored up with tempo-

rary steel beams, new masonry
installed and painted. LCW has
constructed a soaring curved skylight over the wide hallway which
extends from the student and bus
entrance to the office and main
entrance.
Clatterbuck promised that the
school would be clean and ready
by Sept. 7, the back-to-school target for Warren County’s students.
He said one of his company’s rules
is to finish jobs on schedule even
if they have to work nights and
weekends and gave high praise to
Project Manager Jason Rohde and
project supervisors Aaron Mitch-

ell, Gary Lantz and Ernie Grove.
“They’ve done a great job for us,
just to see it got done,” he said.
The only part which will still
need finishing after school starts
is the section built in the 1970s
which includes the choral and band
rooms. “That will go quickly after
we get the mechanical and electrical done. There will just be some
caulking and paint touch-ups left.
We’ll get it all cleaned up,” he said,
looking at the exposed electrical
wires visible through gaps in the
drop ceiling in the Choral room.
Looking back, he said one of the
challenges they faced in the project was losing their lead supervisor Jim Burkins, who was instrumental in funding and building the
Winchester POW-MIA project.
Last September, just three months
into the middle school project, he
was involved in a fatal motorcycle
accident.
“We would meet every Thursday
with the supervisors to talk about
the projects and he had his motorcycle parked outside during one of
those. He got on it after the meeting and then had the accident. He
was a top-notch guy, and it was a
real blow to lose a guy of that caliber,” Clatterbuck said.
The work went on in spite of the
challenges and the immensity of
the job. “We started cold, the old
building was still intact,” he said.
And the building flows smoothly
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outside. “We kept two of the existing walls and built everything else
new,” said Clatterbuck.
Students will be happy to find
out that there’s air conditioning
everywhere in the building including the auditorium which also has
a new/old look. The layout is the
same, but all old seats and flooring
were taken out and replaced. The

All companies rated A or better by AMBEST • Many companies to choose from

jimkenneyinsurance.net

a focus on engineering. Two of the
participants were given a tour of
the building under construction
to show them an example of how
engineering is applied.
Clatterbuck said that his family,
high school coaches, teachers and
friends were great examples for
him to follow. He gives them a lot

of credit for some of his successes
in life and his desire to help others.
“I was born into a family that
was not financially wealthy but
we were very rich in other ways.
We went to church every Sunday,
come hell or high water. My parents worked extremely hard and

Reliance Woods
Choice home sites
available at drastic price
reductions to savvy
buyers who act quickly.

dB
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from old to new. One courtyard
is still open to the sky, as before,
but the other has a lofty skylight/
atrium over it which keeps it dry
and useful for art exhibits and
other events. The old library has
been transformed into a gleaming
media center. Above it is a balcony
which looks out on both the media
center below and the mountains

ceiling has been redone with new
lights. A new sprinkler system has
been installed which wasn’t required in the old building when it
was built in 1943.
But the old building was part of
Clatterbuck’s history.
He was born and raised in Warren County, and his father still
lives here. After high school he
attended Virginia Tech, graduated in 1982 with a degree in civil
and structural engineering, then
worked in Washington D.C. for 15
years and got his Professional Engineering license. He’s been with
LCW for 15 years, six as its president and lives in Frederick County
with his wife Mary and daughters
Katie and Jesse.
But he still has a hand in helping out in his birthplace. LCW
and he continue to support local causes and recently partnered
with Rotary’s Mike South, a local
citizen who is involved with Project Lead the Way. The organization gives high school students
exposure to different careers, with
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they passed that work ethic on
to my sister and I. My sister was
a couple years older than me and
she made straight A’s throughout school. I didn’t come close to
that but she set the example and I
knew I had to at least make good
grades,” he said.
He also remembered Yates Hall,
basketball coach and gym teacher,
as being a great support. “I had
tremendous respect for him” he
said. Hall was instrumental in getting Clattterbuck involved in Key
Club in high school. “Looking
back,” he said, “I appreciate people
who pointed me in that direction,
it was a great experience, now I’m
in Kiwanis which also helps peo-

Read all issues in their entirety FREE on www.WarrenCountyReport.com

To advertise in Warren County Report:
Contact Alison at alisond@warrencountyreport.com • 540-551-2072
or Angie Buterakos at angie@warrencountyreport.com - 540-683-9197
ple.” And his company, he said, has
tried to give back to the community by being an annual sponsor of
the Front Royal Rotary Club, and
the Warren County Educational
Endowment Fund. They are currently a sponsor of “Shagging on
the Shenandoah” which is a benefit
to help rebuild a school in Haiti.
Friends also helped to form his
character.
“Once I got to high school,” he
said, “I was very fortunate to be
surrounded by good people who
once again set the example. Rick
Leonard, Roy Boyles and Mike
Silek were all a year ahead of me in
school. We were all in the Key Club
together and played sports. Rick

Your Neighbors & LifeWave Patches
“I’ve had trouble sleeping for about 2 years. I’d finally get to
sleep, then wake up in the middle of the night and not be able
to go back to sleep. My granddaughter introduced me to the
LifeWave Silent Nights’ sleep patches. I read the brochure
and wanted to try it. That night before I went to bed, I drank 2
glasses of water, put the patch on behind my ear, and fell right
to sleep. I woke up at 3:30 to cut off my TV, and went right
back to sleep. I woke up the next morning around 8 and felt great! You can use each
patch 2-3 nights. I’ve been using them ever since.
Shortly after that, I broke 4 ribs. I knew LifeWave also makes pain patches, and
since I don’t like taking prescription drugs, I figured I’d try those patches. My granddaughter patched me, and within a minute, my pain went from a nine to a three. My
breathing improved as well.
So, if you have any pain or trouble sleeping, I really recommend you give Trish a
call.” Verna Poe, Front Royal, VA July 2010
“I’ve had pain in my shoulder nonstop for about 4 years. I’ve
tried pain medication, the doctors even recommended
surgery. Recently, my granddaughter told me about the
LifeWave IceWave pain patches and explained everything to
me about them. I decided to try them. She placed the patches
on my shoulder, and within a minute, I felt total relief.

Leonard excelled in everything
he did and he is now Superintendent of Schools in Winchester.
Roy Boyles was an excellent football player and is now chairman
of the Warren County School
Board. Mike Silek was president
of the Key Club and he is now an
extremely successful business person.”
And as the middle school project
wound down, Pamela McInnes,
Warren County’s Superintendent
of Schools, became an ally.
“Pam McInnes has been a real
team player in working with us.
When we get close to the end of a
project, many people get anxious
to get it finished, but she’s been
very supportive and helpful. If
people can get together as a team,
it goes so much better, and if not it
makes it so much more difficult,”
he said.
He ended on a positive note for
the future of Warren County and
again praised some of its leaders.
“I live in Frederick County where
they are really struggling to make
ends meet.” he said. “The middle
school that my kids attend does
not have central air condition-

ing and cannot hold a candle to
the new middle school in Warren
County. I think that Warren County has come along way and no
longer takes a back seat to any of
the surrounding counties. I think
Warren County with people like
Doug Stanley (Douglas P. Stanley
is the County Administrator for
Warren County) and Pam McInnis are now leading the way.”

Ivy Lodge
Gift Shop
101 Chester Street
Front Royal, VA
(540) 636-1446
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Great Gift Ideas, including:
Books, Pewter, Brass & Pottery
Locally Handcrafted Gift Items
& Much More

Proceeds benefit the Warren Heritage Society

FRONT ROYAL GOLF CLUB

Come play the best 9 hole course in the Valley!

Front Royal Golf Club brings back the 4-hour round of golf. It’s a fun and
excellent test of golf you’re sure to enjoy. Conveniently located just off I-66 at
Exit 6, on Country Club Road in the beautiful and historic Shenandoah Valley.
Warren County Residents Discount
Warren County residents receive a 10% discount
on greens and cart fees. Bring your driver’s
license or other proof of residency for discount.
$20.00/18 holes include cart & green fees,
Monday through Thursday after 3:00pm.

(540) 636-9061

www.warrencountyva.net
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Trading Company

Later that week I was having some pains in my lower back. Trish Wilson applied the
pain patches and, again within a minute, the pain was gone. It’s amazing how these
work. No drugs, nothing enters my body, yet the pain is gone.”
Donald Sims, Front Royal, VA July 2010
Call Trish Wilson, your local LifeWave Independent Distributor, at 540 636-8080
for a demonstration and trial pack; or email trish22630@comcast.net. Visit
www.whynotfeelbetter.com to learn more, view extensive research, and see
how safe and effective these products are. Remember, nothing enters your body
- no chemicals or drugs. In addition to the patches shown, there’s one for
increasing energy & stamina; weight loss; detoxing your body; and
rejuvenating your cells (anti-aging).
With our 30 Day, No Questions Asked, Money Back Guarantee, you have nothing to lose and everything to gain!
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DSS civil suit

McClosky suit against DSS, King headed to trial
Ruling sends $600k civil suit forward on wrongful termination count only
of monetary damages claimed based
on that fraud against taxpayers statute. Hupp observed that the defense
had acknowledged a precedent set
by the case of Ligon vs. the County
of Goochland in withdrawing Count
One from the suit.
Between the defense’s own action
of withdrawing the Count One filing, and Hupp ruling in the defense’s
favor on two of three exceptions to
Virginia’s “employment at will” doctrine in Count Two, the case has
been narrowly focused on two essential claims.
Going to trial

Warren County Department of Social Services Director Ron King, left, getting eyeballed by plaintiff Judy
McClosky and husband in file photo.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
On July 15, 26th Judicial Circuit
Court Judge Dennis L. Hupp ruled
that the $600,000 civil suit of Judith
McClosky against both the Warren
County Department of Social Services and its director, Ron King may
proceed but along much narrower
parameters than originally filed.
In ruling on defense motions for
summary judgments to dismiss the
case, Hupp said the case may proceed on one aspect of three in Count
Two of the original filing. The case
will proceed solely on McClosky’s
allegation she was wrongfully terminated in retaliation for attempting to
carry out her prescribed duties as a
part-time welfare fraud investigator.
The judge also ruled that Mc-

Closky may sue King individually,
as the supervisor who she alleges
wrongfully terminated her. The latter
ruling came despite Hupp’s acknowledgement that the defense was correct in asserting that King was not
McClosky’s employer, so cannot be
sued as such, but rather for alleged
actions in his personal role as her supervisor.
The judge also noted that the defense filing regarding Count One of
McClosky’s original complaint had
been rendered moot by the defense’s
withdrawal of that aspect of the
case filed under the Virginia Fraud
Against Taxpayers Act. The plaintiff had filed a 54-count justification
of incorporating the Fraud Against
Taxpayer Act citing discriminatory practices by her employer. The
plaintiff was asking double amounts

What will be heard at trial is evidence surrounding McClosky’s claim
her April 26, 2007 termination was
in retaliation for her attempt to do
her job as described by state statute.
Hupp actually gave a split ruling
on the defense’s request for dismissal according to Type 1 exceptions to
Virginia’s “employment at will” doctrine. He ruled that McClosky’s case
did not qualify under her claim she
was fired “because she insisted on
reporting instances of welfare fraud
to the Commonwealth’s Attorney.”
However, he ruled that the case did
qualify for such a Type 1 exception
on the plaintiff ’s claim she was hindered in her investigations of fraud
cases, and in cooperating with the
Commonwealth’s Attorney in the
prosecution of such cases. Hupp cited McClosky’s claim her termination
was due in part to King’s “disgruntlement” over her testimony before
Warren County Grand Juries about
her workplace allegations regarding
those cases.
“… McClosky, as a fraud investiga-
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tor, had an obligation to investigate
fraud cases and to assist the Commonwealth’s Attorney in the prosecution of those cases,” Hupp wrote
in his ruling. “She would also have
had an obligation to testify before
the grand jury if subpoenaed to do
so as provided under Virginia Code
19.2-201 or Virginia Code 19.2-208.
To the extent that McClosky alleges
that her termination resulted from
her carrying out these obligations, I
believe she makes out a claim under

this Type 1 exception to the ‘employment at will’ doctrine,” Hupp wrote.
In sustaining the defense motion
regarding a portion of the Type 1
exception to employment at will,
Hupp indicated a close call on the
respective roles of the director, fraud
investigator, as well as that of the
commonwealth’s attorney in pursuing criminal charges on DSS fraud
cases. Citing the case of McFarland
vs. Virginia Retirement Services of
Chesterfield, LLC, Judge Hupp not-
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DSS civil suit
ed a federal precedent finding in favor of “a retirement home employee
who was discharged from her employment for reporting deficiencies
in the care of residents at the facility.”
Hupp noted that in that case it was

ruled the employee had “a statutory
duty” to make the critical report.
“That is not true in our case,” Hupp
wrote.
Rather, McClosky’s duties, as cited
above, were to investigate allegations

Mom’s Country Kitchen

v

“There is no udder place like Mom’s”

Serving Breakfast,
Lunch and Dinner



Rejected issues
In addition to supporting the defense motion that King could not be
sued as McClosky’s employer, Hupp
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Give us a chance to bid on it.
We pay market value.

Private Room for
Meetings and Parties



However the judge concludes this
argument is peripheral to his basic
ruling on this aspect of Type 1 exceptions because as he previously
stated, McClosky had no statutory
obligation to report the fraud allegations, rather the director did.

WE BUY USED CARS!!!

v Daily Specials: $5.25
v

of fraud and to assist the commonwealth’s attorney if prosecutions
were brought forward as a result of
her investigations.
“The duty to report alleged violations to the prosecutor rests upon the
Director,” Hupp observed, adding in
a parenthesis, “The question remains
as to whether the Director has discretion as to which cases to report.
It is arguable he does not.” The judge
adds that discretion appears to rest
upon the commonwealth’s attorney.
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Saturday 6am - 8pm • Sunday 6am - 2pm



We are looking for nice, clean cars and trucks.
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Front Royal, VA 22630 Front Royal Business Park

www.JEChevy.com

9 Commerce Avenue • Front Royal, VA 22630

upheld defense motions on several
other counts that further narrowed
the scope of the case.
Hupp ruled that Type 2 and Type 3
exceptions surrounding public policy exceptions to Virginia’s “employment at will” doctrine had not been
violated by the defense in this case.
In the case of a Type 2 exception,
the state’s employment at will doctrine is waived if a specific public
policy is stated by code or if situations arise from the employment
situation that are “designed to protect the property rights, personal
freedoms, health, safety or welfare of
the people in general.”
Hupp stated that while he found
evidence of “an underlying public
policy” designed to prevent the unnecessary depletion of public funds
related to suspected cases of welfare
fraud, he did not believe the plaintiff
herself fell into the category of persons protected by such Type 2 exceptions.
Regarding a Type 3 exception,
Judge Hupp ruled that McClosky
had provided no evidence she was
discharged for refusing to engage in
criminal conduct, so neither did that
exception to employment at will apply to her case.

3639 BENTONVILLE RD, BENTONVILLE, VA
Great 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom Cape Cod with tons of character
and charm. Recently remodeled with many nice features including
new flooring, cabinets, light fixtures. Huge 2 car detached garage
with a loft above. You will not be dissapointed with this home.

Clint Pierpoint
Weichert Realtors (540)671-5898

$179,000

clintpierpoint@hotmail.com
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“All Ms. Callahan is guilty of is having a bit of a mouth on her … and she is a
bit of a busybody.” – defense attorney John Bell

To dial or to shoot, that is the question
Callahan loses appeal of misdemeanor brandishing convictions

Convicted misdemeanor brandishing defendant Patricia Callahan, left, in a previous incarnation as Washington D.C. attorney. In this courtesy photo, Callahan
is shown with South Carolina Representative Henry
Brown.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
It seems to have been a case with
no winners, only losers.
On Aug. 23, local property owner,
businesswoman and relocated Massachusetts Yankee “not quite in King
Arthur’s Court” Patricia Callahan lost
her appeal of four lower court misdemeanor convictions of brandishing a
firearm at neighbors renting a garage
near her home property at 222 South
Royal Avenue. Consequently Callahan will pay $100 of $500 fines imposed on each conviction, along with
court costs.
Calling the incident a behavioral
aberration by the defendant, who had
no previous criminal record, Judge
Dennis L. Hupp suspended $400
on each fine and declined imposing
any jail time that had hovered over
Callahan’s head since her lower court
sentencing. Hupp granted Callahan’s
request to be given three months to
pay a total of $873 in fines and court
costs.
But if the 62-year-old Callahan,
who has practiced law in Washington D.C., now has a criminal record
and is a little lighter in the pocket,
the people with whom she had an
ongoing neighborhood dispute leading to the Aug. 21, 2009, brandishing
incident no longer have the downtown garage where they used to repair cars, including one said, a family
hobby, short-track race car.
According to testimony and out
of court conversations with some of

those neighbors, since the August
2009 incident leading to Callahan’s
misdemeanor brandishing convic-

tions they have lost that garage
rental largely it would appear due to
increased zoning scrutiny by town
officials. Callahan long alleged the
Moore family’s work on vehicles
at the garage constituted an illegal
commercial garage operation. The
Moores said they worked only on
personal vehicles of theirs or friends.
The dispute led to a long, sometimes verbally bitter clash with not
only the Moore family and friends
who gathered to socialize and contribute or simply observe the repair
work going on at the garage, but also
town officials she believed were at
best failing to uphold town codes.
If Callahan believed her neighbors
were operating an illegal commercial
garage operation in the downtown
Historical District, those neighbors
appeared to believe Callahan was
creating her own “Hysterical District” based on personal prejudices
and dislikes of their blue-collar lifestyle and physical appearance.
Callahan has contended from her
arrest on Aug. 21, 2009, that all she
did was point a cell phone at her
neighbors as she had done on many

occasions before in an attempt to
document what she alleged was an
illegal commercial garage operation.
However no photos were produced
from that incident, which occurred
around 8 p.m. and dusk because it
was too dark, Callahan said.
No weapon was ever found by authorities on her person or property
that day and Callahan testified she
had never owned a gun and did not
have one that day. However, a combination of factors led Circuit Court
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Call Tony Hill
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ing a bit of a mouth on her … and she
is a bit of a busybody,” Bell told the
court.
Called as a character witness for
the defense, J’s Gourmet-ElementsApartment 2G owner David Gedney told the court he believed his
neighbor Callahan to be honest and a
crusader for causes she embraced as
just.
Both sides used the testimony of

witnesses called by the other to bolster their arguments.
Bell said that Callahan neighbor and
sometime protagonist Linda Lorber’s
description of Callahan passing her
on her way out from Callahan’s 222
South Royal property to the alley
indicated a flat palm held out with
something in it, as one would hold a
cell phone, not a pistol.
Fleming cited the testimony of

In-Town
Tractor Trailer Parking

then Vice Mayor Bret Hrbek, who
responded to Callahan’s call for help
after police arrived to search her
property based on her neighbor’s
complaints. Hrbek said when he arrived it appeared to him that Callahan was alone in her house with police personnel at the scene outside.
Callahan claimed to have been under
continued company of authorities after their arrival.
In the end, the coincidence of
Callahan’s phone threat to FRPD dispatch to get a weapon and take things
into her own hands on the very day
her neighbors claim she carried a

handgun past them and then pointed
it at them from some distance held
the day with the court.
At the outset of this case it was explained to us by FRPD Chief Richard
Furr that by state code a person accused of brandishing does not actually have to have a weapon in their
hand, only have something that resembles a weapon enough to create
the fear of a weapon in the person
making the complaint.
Contacted later Callahan said she
had yet to make a decision on a possible appeal.
rogerb@warrencountyreport.com

Engle’s Angle: “Gone Fishin’ ”
By Kevin S. Engle
Warren County Report

• Well-lit lot behind fire hall staffed 24 hours a day
• Just $100 per month
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Front Royal Vol. Fire & Rescue Dept.

221 N. Commerce Ave.
635-2540 ext. 1 or 636-7945
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Judge Dennis L. Hupp to convict
Callahan. Chief among those factors
were similar, though not identical
descriptions by the four plaintiffs of
a handgun they believed Callahan
carried at her side as she walked past
them to a spot some distance away,
where they say she turned and pointed the object in her hand at them
with two hands, as one would with a
pistol.
A second factor weighed heavily in
the judge’s decision, he said. That factor was a recorded call to FRPD dispatch that day in which an obviously
excited Callahan threatened to get a
gun and take matters into her own
hands due to her dissatisfaction with
the way the town police had thus far
dealt with her complaints.
In explaining his verdict Hupp said
those alleging the brandishing could
not have known of Callahan’s comments to FRPD dispatch that day.
So why on that same day, would the
complainants decide to suddenly
fabricate a weapons story from a behavior that Callahan had repeatedly
engaged in with them – that of pointing a cell phone camera at them?
However defense attorney John Bell
argued that his client’s comments to
dispatch indicated a plan to get a gun
she did not yet have. He pointed out
that the time frame between that call
to FRPD and the incident was only
about a half hour. Could Callahan
have gone out and purchased a pistol
and returned within that timeframe,
Bell asked the court.
However Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney Michael Fleming
argued that Callahan had, had time
to dispose of a weapon within her
South Royal Avenue property, which
included some locked rental office
spaces Callahan claimed she had no
keys to. Those locked office spaces
were never searched by police trying to locate a weapon that evening,
Fleming pointed out.
Fleming also questioned the behavior of a woman who claimed to be
afraid and intimidated by her neighbors deciding to walk alone past
those very neighbors alone at dusk.
Callahan testified she believed police would soon be responding to her
complaint call when she went into
the alley armed, she said, only with
her cell phone.
“All Ms. Callahan is guilty of is hav-

That your insurance policy may not
cover your cost to rebuild your home in
case of a fire or disaster?
If your insurance agent has not brought
this to your attention, bring us your
policy. We’ll compare “Apples to Apples”
and if we don’t win, we’ll show you how
to correct your old policy.
CALL US & COMPARE

www.skylineagency.com

OPEN MON-FRI 9-7 • SATURDAY 10-1
TOLL FREE 1-877-845-0584

540-635-1288

On the Corner of 4th & Commerce (the Bypass)

From the Editor’s Desk:
I’m sorry to say there won’t be
a new Engle’s Angle in this issue.
Why?
The author’s gone fishin’.
Not really.
He doesn’t like to fish.   Not
since he got that hook stuck in
his finger when he was a kid.
But he is on vacation. And
that’s why there’s no article. He
didn’t have time to write one.
Why?
He’s been kind of busy getting
ready for his trip.
Things like
Suitcase Packing:
The Plan – the author wanted
to start packing two weeks before departure. That way he
wouldn’t be doing it all the night
before, like he does every other
time.
The Reality - he was throwing
things in the suitcase on his way
out the door.
Grass cutting:
The Plan – cut it several days
before he left.
The Reality – Mother Nature
wasn’t very cooperative. After
no rain for weeks, she decided
to let loose. Every day. The author fully expects to have alligators hiding in his yard when he
gets home.
Strategic Food Buying/Eating:
The Plan – the author didn’t
want any leftovers in the house.
He bought just enough groceries
to make that happen.
The Reality – before going to
the airport, he was guzzling milk
and eating the last of the cookies
and chips.

Miscellaneous Stuff:
The Plan – the author had 100
items on his To Do list, including paying bills, catching up on
emails and telling his neighbors
that he’d be away.
The Reality – he accomplished
some of the items on the list, and
came up with another 100 to add
to it.
Animal Care:
The Plan – take the dog to the
kennel.
The Reality – when he got
there, the author immediately realized he’d made a wasted trip.
He forgot to bring the dog. When
he got home, he remembered
why. He doesn’t own one.
If Mr. Engle didn’t pack until
the night before, didn’t cut the
grass and didn’t finish most of
the items on his To Do list, what
did he do?
According to him, he had some
unexpected medical issues to
take care of. It seems he was
so stressed about getting ready
for vacation that he had to make
several trips to the doctor.
“Sure, I’m stressed out doc.
What can I do about it? Can you
give me something to take?”
“I could, but you know what I’ve
found works even better than a
prescription?”
“What’s that? Just tell me and
I’ll do it.”
“Go fishin’.”
“Ah, yeah.”
At this very moment, the author
is fly fishing in the middle of a
river. Word is he hasn’t caught
any flies yet.  And that’s stressing him out.
kevinengle456@comcast.net
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New business

Filling the void - Shenandoah Video expands what’s available
Walk-in site features games, classics and exclusive new releases

Matt and Joe Gochenour offer expanded movie and
game rental opportunities at Shenandoah Video in
the old Blockbuster location in Front Royal’s Royal
Plaza Shopping Center.
By Carol Ballard
Warren County Report
Matt and Joe saw a need
and filled it. – When Blockbuster and Video World abandoned
their customers in the video
rental market in Front Royal, the
Gochenour brothers, Matt, 19
and Joe, 21, decided to step up
and open Shenandoah Video in
the former Blockbuster space in
the Royal Plaza Shopping Center.
“We thought it was a great opportunity with the other two
stores going out of business, and
business has been very good.
Since we opened, 1300 patrons
have joined and the number
grows about 20-30 every day,”
they said in the first weeks of operation.
They thought there was a void
for those people who weren’t satisfied with the selection at the red
vending boxes or didn’t like to
wait for movies to be sent in the
mail from the other major online

video providers.
Matt said, “We have thousands
of movies compared to the hundreds at Redbox. We carry classics you often can’t find elsewhere
and have new movies that Netflix
and Redbox can’t carry for the
first 28 days from major studios
that are exclusively sent to Video
Rental Stores. We also have video games and Blu-ray and they
don’t.”
Proud of their people who can
provide instant customer service,
they listed a few advantages to
having a fixed location.
“If there’s a problem, it can be
taken care of immediately by our
staff and people can come in and
look at the movies, browse, walk
around, see what we have. We can
special order which takes about
a week and special orders come
in with the new movies every
week. Since it’s a small business
with a low overhead, we can offer special rates with lower prices
for multiple rentals and multiple

Goldizen, Riley & Co. Real Estate

nights rented. We also have what
the majority of customers are
looking for,” they said.
And, “If there’s snow on the
ground and no one else can come
in, we’ll find a way to get here,”
the dedicated co-owners said.
The brothers come by their entrepreneurial spirit honestly. Joe
and Matt’s father, Garlan, has
been in the video and tanning
business for 25 years and they’ve
been active participants since
they were eight years old, so they
have a feel for what is involved in
running the business and are definitely hooked. A tanning salon
will share the space in a couple of
months, they said.
Joe is a junior at James Madison University, majoring in business and working on a degree in
management while co-managing
the businesses. He says that they
get a lot more out of hard work by
watching a business grow from
scratch and seeing the results.
Matt works full-time in the
stores. The brothers are also coowners of Radio Shacks in both
Strasburg and Woodstock. Joe
manages Woodstock and Matt
oversees the Strasburg store.
“We’ve learned how our father
has done it and taken bits and
pieces and incorporated them
into our own. Our pricing is the
same as his and we’ve decided to
do pretty much the same way he
did since his methods work,” says
Matt.
According to Matt, customers
say their prices are lower than
Blockbusters were.

“I got a laugh when people were
here trying to pay for membership, but all you need is to be 18
or older and have a photo ID to
be a member,” he said.
Their customer service extends
to being open 364 days a year,

closing only on Christmas. “The
hours will change on Thanksgiving and New Years Day, but we’ll
still be open,” said Joe.
For more information call
Shenandoah Video at 540-6361400.

New Beginnings Community Greetings
“Introducing Your Business to
New Homeowners in our Community”

***

P.O. Box 1025
Front Royal, VA 22630
540 635-8660
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Cass Aviation
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Arabian horses and others seeking new homes
adopt them,” Barr said. The Ruritan Club fenced off part of the
animal shelter property for large
animals. Also up for adoption is

a young and attractive billy goat
and the usual conglomeration of
dogs, cats, rabbits, ferrets, birds,
and Pebbles the Shetland Pony

still looking for a home.
For more information, call the
shelter at 635-4734.

If your business targets today’s active adults and seniors,
here’s an event you don’t want to miss!

“The Arabians joined Pebbles, the long-time resident
Shetland Pony (not pictured), in the Wagner Shelter’s
large animal shelter paddock.” All are seeking “forever” homes.
“These are two magnificent animals, and we want to adopt them
out as a pair,” said Malcolm Barr
Sr. of two Arabian horses, pictured here, and now housed at
the Julia Wagner Animal Shelter.
And “magnificent” is no mean
praise from the Humane Society
of Warren County president, who
happens to have bred and raced

over 150 Thoroughbred horses in
the northeast for 21 years.
The two mares, one 7-yearsold, and with pedigree papers,
were part of an estate dispersal.
“Thanks to Maurice Bowen,
then president of the Cedarville
Ruritan Club, we have a pasture and shed for these horses
until someone comes along to

Lessons:

SATURDAY, OCT. 2
10 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Located in the
Shingleton Gymnasium at
Shenandoah University

Livin' it up!

Your home or my spot in Linden

A one-day lifestyle expo
targeting today’s active adults

540 631 4188
or cell: 703 536 6929

For more details or to sign up,
contact Mike O’Dell (540) 635-4121 or
by e-mail mikeo@royalbroadcasting.net

Bill Dykes
www.guitararama.com
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New business

New 2 You Consignment Store open in Royal Plaza

Michelle Phillips and Melissa Ramsey, twin sisters
and co-owners of new consignment store, New 2
You, in Royal Plaza Shopping Center on southside
Front Royal.
By Carol Ballard
Warren County Report

child, another motivating factor
being her sister’s recent layoff from
her job of seven years. And even
though she has a full-time job as
dental hygienist, she was willing to
partner with Michelle to share in
the new venture.
“The night she lost her job, we
traveled to Frederick, Md. to talk
to a consignment store owner who
had been in business for 26 years
and whose “for sale” ad we saw on
Craigslist,” Melissa said.
After asking her a lot of questions and negotiating, within a
few weeks they bought her entire
inventory, including shelving, new

Identical twins Michelle Phillips
and Melissa Ramsey had enough
of traveling distances for great bargains at consignment stores.
“We both love to shop at consignment stores and had to go to
Winchester. We thought this area
needed one,” they said.
“Gently used, but new to you” is
the slogan of the newest shop in
the Royal Plaza shopping center,
their consignment store which is
aptly named New 2 You.
The store was Melissa’s brain-

toys and clothing. On March 20,
they moved into the store with the
help of their spouses and other family. The twins worked full tilt and
didn’t sleep for 36 hours straight.
They opened on April third of this
year.
And the shop has been successful. Customers walking into
the store are greeted with a light,
clean-smelling space, new toys, educational and arts and craft materials for sale on the right and in the
window on the left, a lacy wedding
dress.
“So far,” said Michelle, “We like
being in business for ourselves and
have been very busy. It’s a lot of
work, but very enjoyable because
of the people you meet. Regular
shoppers come in all the time to
check what’s new, and especially to
see if new wedding dresses are in.
We’ve sold eight wedding dresses
in the last 6 weeks.”
“But some shoppers are only interested in new stuff, so we carry
Melissa and Doug (children’s art
supplies), new toys and puzzles,”
she said.
Occasionally the sisters offer special sales, including tagged items
for a dollar, or 20 percent off new
toys. For example, in August, there
will be a buy-one, get-one-free sale
on Jack and Lilly baby and toddler
soft-sole shoes, they said.
They say they buy higher end
clothing so customers get a better deal than at a retail store, but
don’t carry designer clothes ex-

SalonLaPetite
2010 New Client
SPECIAL

50% OFF
your first haircut
(shampoo, cut &
blow-dry)

Check
Out
these
specials!

Grade Rewards
Program

Bring in report card and
for every A is a $1off
ANY service!

Now located at
18 High Street, Front Royal, VA

(on the corner of Jackson & High St. just behind A Second Chance)
Walk-ins Welcome

(540)635-8600
One Coupon Per Visit

Booth Rental available,
$75 per week for the first year.

clusively. All prices are less than
retail and there’s an assortment for
men, women and children, which
includes maternity clothes and
shoes. They also buy and sell furniture including baby and children’s
items.
Hand-crafted jewelry and soap
are set up on the counter and,“We’d
like to attract more crafters to sell
here, especially around Christmas,”
they said.
Michelle and Melissa have noticed every day that people who
hadn’t heard about the store and
were shopping elsewhere have
been attracted back to Royal Plaza
along with out-of-towners looking
for bargains.
“Customers come in to shop and
can use the money they save for
Christmas or vacations, because
they save by shopping here. We
also donate clothes to local chari-

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Careful, Lamb. Taking on too many tasks at
one time can cause you to create more
snarls each time you try to work your
way through the tangled mass. Best to
handle one job at a time.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Making bold moves is what Bovines do.
But the best moves are made with lots
of data to provide backup just in case
you charge into an unexpected complication. A new relationship shows
promise.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Sharing credit for a job well done is easy for
you to do, but not necessarily for your
partner. But fair is fair. Don’t let yourself be denied the right to have your
contributions recognized.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Communication is important to help bridge
a gap that can lead to problems at home
and/or at the workplace. Find a way to
get your points across before the
breach becomes a chasm.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) Relationships, whether business or personal, need to be watched carefully for
signs of trouble. Any negative indications should be dealt with before they
become too burdensome.
VIRGO (August 23 to September
22) Congratulations. A more positive
aspect highlights much of the Virgo’s
week. You should find others more
receptive to your suggestions, and also

ties. It’s an opportunity to help
ourselves and the community,” says
Melissa.
The sisters have been part of the
community for all their lives, having been born and raised in Warren County. Michelle, who still
lives in the county, is married to
Gary, and they have two children,
Chloe and Laney. Melissa and her
husband Jeff and four-year-old son
Blake, live in Stephens City. Both
spouses help with the store and the
kids enjoy the store too, they said.
To sell at their store on consignment, there is a $5 yearly fee and
involves signing a contract, which
takes about 5 minutes, they said.
They welcome new consignments.
Call 540-622-6828 or visit new2youconsignments@centurylink.
net or embarqspace.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9-7, Sat. 9-5, Sun
11-4.

more likely to act on them.
LIBRA (September 23 to October
22) All work and little play could wear
the Libra’s usually positive attitude
down. Take some much-needed time
off. Perhaps a short jaunt with someone
special is the way to go.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) This is a good time to expand
your view from the known to the unfamiliar. Confronting new situations
could be challenging, but ultimately
also could be extremely satisfying.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to
December 21) Giving advice to those
who just want validation for what
they’re doing can be unsettling. So
back off and save your counsel for
those who really appreciate it.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Cultivating a more positive
attitude not only makes you feel better
about yourself, but also has an upbeat
effect on those around you, especially
that certain someone.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Keeping the lines of communication open and accessible is the key to
establishing the right foundation on
which to build an important and meaningful relationship. Stay with it.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20)
Before agreeing to act on a request,
consider using your perceptive Piscean
talents to see what might lie hidden
beneath its surface and could possibly
cause problems later on.
BORN THIS WEEK: You’re a
friend who, if you err at all, does so on
the side of concern for those you care
about.
© 2010 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Community

Savannah donates her flowing locks to cancer research
longtime Front Royal realtor currently at Brown & Rutherford realty company, isn’t stopping now.
She says she’ll grow it long again
as she enters Warren County
Middle School. When it reaches
her waist, she’ll make another donation to “Locks of Love.”
“She’s always wanted to do this,”
said her grandmother. “She’s
proud and excited to have done
it.”

Savannah Long, before and after having her tresses shorn to help cancer research.
By Malcolm Barr, Sr.
Warren County Report
Ten-year-old Savannah Long of
Front Royal decided more than
four years ago to allow her lovely,
red hair to grow to her waist.
Last week, it got to be where

she wanted it and in a visit to
“Hair Spa” on Shenandoah Avenue - it was scissored off from
the shoulders down – mission
accomplished.
A young lady who from an early
age has looked out for others,
Savannah sent her tresses to the

American Cancer Society - sponsored “Locks of Love” where it
will be used for wig making for
those cancer patients who suffer hair loss in radiation and/or
chemo therapy.
And Savannah, who lives with
her grandmother, Ginger Higgs, a

WOOD FIRE OVEN COOKING CLASS

Savannah, who enters middle
school this fall from A.S. Rhodes
Elementary (boy are she and her
classmates in for a treat – see related stories) has another goal –
to become a cheerleader, a much
more energetic project than
growing hair but one that she
doubtless will achieve. Achievement appears to be the main word
in this 10-year-old’s vocabulary.

30%
OFF
ANY DRY CLEANING ORDER
NOT VALID ON LAUNDERED SHIRTS. EXPIRES SEPT. 10, 2010. MUST PRESENT COUPON W/ INCOMING ORDER

Access Dry Cleaners

29 E. Jackson St.
Front Royal
(540)631-9300
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•
•
•
•
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Formals
Wedding gowns
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Quilts
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Sleeping bags
Drapes
Curtains
Fluff & Fold laundry

RDK9LGHR
G
Q
D
Q
H
K
6
12:23(1LQ)URQW5R\DO

2YHU'9'·VIRUFHQWVD'D\

Featuring
Chef John McPherson
Owner of Foster-Harris House, Washington, VA

Sign up early! Space is limited!
$45.00 per person

New Look Kitchen & Bath will treat
any previous customers to a seat at
this special event!

Tuesday
September 14
5:30 pm

Reservations may be made by
contacting
Around Your Kitchen
126 E Main Street, Front Royal
(540) 635-5971

Experience our Showroom
while tasting a variety of
wines, then move onto our
Patio and get your hands into
preparing and cooking
outdoor appetizers and
grilled pizzas using our
Wood Fire Oven!
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Otis & Milo, one year later

Rescued dog-cat team flourishing in Darr household

Tammy and Tim Darr with a handful of pets - only reclusive cat Snowball is missing - at the time of their
adoption of Otis and Milo one year ago.
By Malcolm Barr, Sr.
Warren County Report
It didn’t take the 2010 mayoral
election to first rocket Tim and
Tammy Darr into the headlines of
the Warren County Report.
They publicly distinguished themselves a year earlier by adopting Otis
and Milo, the odd couple of rescued
animals at the Julia Wagner animal
shelter, whose terrible plight had
been reported in these pages in July

2009.
It was just last month that Otis, a
dog, and Milo, a cat, completed their
first year with the Darr family that
already included Simon, a dog, and
Snowball, a cat.
Otis, a black poodle, was the victim of one of the worst cruelty and
abandonment cases of 2009 at the
animal shelter. Milo was his self-appointed care-giver and companion.
Their rescue by the Warren County
Sheriff ’s Department animal control

and subsequent life-saving treatment by shelter volunteer veterinarian, Dr. Kent Smith, caught the eyes
of the Darrs, who immediately went
to the shelter off of Happy Creek
Road to see how they could help.
It was a month-long wait while
Otis, always with Milo at his side,
recovered from the surgical repair of
what could have been a stab wound.
After the injury, the dog was abandoned by its owners at a rental property and was literally, when found,
bleeding to death. For whatever reason, Milo stood guard and comforted
his doggie pal before animal control
found them. They were ultimately
adopted as a pair to the Darrs.
Today, Tammy, a bookkeeper for
the LeHew Well Drilling company
in Front Royal, tells of how she, and
sometimes her husband, visited
the shelter almost daily while Otis

Beauty Designs

by Lorie

Nails by

Terri

Back to School Special!
$5.00 off full manicure set or fills for
new comers - or if you bring a friend!

recovered from his awful wound.
Even then, her decision was not to
formally adopt Otis and Milo when
she took them to her home. She had
to be careful that they would be accepted by the already domiciled
Schnauzer Simon, an older dog, and

Snowball, the somewhat aloof master of his domain, white cat.
She says it took awhile, but a sort
of hierarchy was established that
was agreeable to all four animals.
And so Tim and Tammy signed the
adoption papers so the group could
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Beer on Premises!

Boneless and Regular Wings Available In 20 Flavors
Mild To Homicide • Chesapeake Bay
Honey BBQ • Honey Mustard • Caribbean Jerk
Golden Garlic • And Many More...
Buffalo Shrimp Available Any Flavor
Salads • Wraps • Paninis • Ribs • Kickoffs • Appetizers

Eat In ~ Carry Out ~ Call In

WINGS TO GO
433 South Street, Front Royal
Royal Plaza Shopping Center

540-631-WING (9464)

10-A Cloud St. Front Royal

540-636-1280

ROYAL PLAZA WELCOMES
TO ROYAL PLAZA SHOPPING CENTER FOR
OUR SUMMER CONCERT SERIES

Valerie Von Fange
Saturday, Sept. 11• 6-8 PM

Come and join us for the last
concert of the year!!

Our Sponsors have “Thank You” drop boxes in their businesses
if you’d care to ‘drop in’ a thank you for our local
Law, Fire and Rescue personnel.
A special “Thank You” card will be available to sign at this
concert for our Military personnel.

Located in the grassy area by the new Shenandoah Video. FREE to
the public - NO ALCOHOL ALLOWED - Bring your blanket or lawn chair
and plan on a great evening!!
This event is sponsored by: Liberty Tax, All Star Check Cashing, Gold’s Gym, On The Wall, Sprint, Jennerations
Hair and Nail Salon, East to West Automotive and New2You Consignments

2010

ADULT EDUCATION /GED CLASS

WARREN COUNTY

Classes start Sept. 21, 2010
Official Practice Test is August 7 & September 11
at 9:00 AM at Lord Fairfax Community College.
Walk-ins Welcome on Space Available Basis

• Blue Ridge Technical Center
280 Luray Avenue
(next to old Warren County High School)
Sept. 13, 14, 16, 6:00 pm Registration / Pre-test / Orientation

• Samuels Public Library
330 E. Criser Road
(Students may also register for this class at BRTC at times listed above)
Sept. 14 & 16,10:00 am Registration / Pre-test /Orientation
Must be 18 or older to participate/Northern Shenandoah Valley Adult Education

667-9744 or 800-435-5945
www.needmyged.org
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HSWC. As such, she donates much
of her spare time to the resident animals, although she admits some discomfort at seeing them in their pens,
awaiting adoption.
“You feel you’d like to take them
all,” she said.
Meanwhile, Tammy and Tim have
settled in with the animals - Simon,
Snowball, Otis and Milo, the latter
four obviously out-voting the mayor and his wife, thereby “ruling the
roost” just as most pets often seem
to do.

BETH MEDVED WALLER

Otis may have been “bugged” about his first Halloween costume with the Darrs.
live, happily together, forever after.
For the Darrs it was the second
major crisis in their nine-year marriage -- Tim, while a member of the
town council a few years ago was,
like Otis, virtually at death’s door,
needing a kidney transplant for him
to survive. Tammy donated one of
hers, and the rest is history!
“We couldn’t be more blessed,” said

Tammy, now the town’s First Lady,
talking about both her husband and
Otis and Milo.
Front Royal born and raised - she
graduated from Warren County
High School in 1981 - Tammy decided to “give back” to the shelter, and
in April was elected to the Humane
Society of Warren County board
of directors where is treasurer of

FREE COMPUTER
EVALUATION!
$40 Value
One coupon per purchase.
Not to be combined with any other offers. Expires 9/30/10

635-7064

Ben Gravett

MERV & JACKIE
BOURQUE

ENTERPRISES

United Way of Front Royal - Warren County

Shrimp, Oyster,
and BBQ Fest
Saturday, September 18th - 4pm

Front Royal Volunteer Fire & Rescue - Commerce Avenue
$50 per person

Tickets on sale at United Way office

FALL LOAN
SPECIAL!

Borrow up to
$3000.00 for
30 months at
6.75% APR*

128 North Royal Avenue, Front Royal
info@frontroyalunitedway.org
(540) 635-3636

There will be steamed shrimp, oysters (raw and fried!) pulled pig,
chicken, veggies and dessert, beverages (beer, wine, & non-alcoholic),
silent auction, good friends, and good times! Catered by The Apple House.

All proceeds benefit LOCAL Non-Profit Organizations

The American Red Cross • Blue Ridge Opportunities • Front Royal Women’s Resource Center • Healthy Families of Warren Co.
Harmony Place • Blue Ridge Legal Services, Inc. • Boy Scouts of America • Concern Hotline • Girl Scout Council of the Nation’s Capital
House of Hope • St. Luke Community Clinic • Community Transitional Housing Program

Rate subject to change without notice. Membership required.
Qualifications apply. If you borrow $3000.00 at 6.75% for 30
months, your approximate payment would be $109.00.

BILL TRIBUS

*APR=Annual percentage rate.

FRONT ROYAL
ROTARY CLUB

CORY MICHAEL

For more information visit:

www.frontroyalfcu.org

540-635-7133

230 N Royal Avenue, Front Royal
113 South Street, Front Royal

BRET HRBEK & RICHARD MASON

ROTARY CLUB
OF LINDEN

ARNOLD & PHYLLIS
WILLIAMS

540-635-1288

JOE HALL
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THE ONLY FULL-LINE CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP DEALERSHIP
SERVICING WARREN CO. PAGE CO. FREDERICK CO. & THE WINCHESTER AREA

700
OFF!

2009 Dodge
Avenger SXT

$

Miles 31,841
#10TO157A

WAS $16,995
WOW! ONLY

$13,480

$19,671

2004 Chevrolet
Malibu

of any used

82,676 Miles
#A791B

vehicle on

WAS $11,995
WOW! ONLY

WAS $9,995
WOW! ONLY

our lot!

$8,990

$7,465

Must present coupon at time of sale

Expires Sept. 30, 2010

15.00 OFF

$

4-wheel
alignment

Buy one Oil & Filter change, for $29.95
And Get the Next 3 For
FREE!!!
Oil change coupons expire 24 months from the date of the original lube, oil & filter purchase at participating Chrysler Group LLC dealers only. (Up to 5 quarts only. Additional charges may be applied for HEMI® and fluid disposal.)
Service Contract Essential Care oil change offer is made by the dealer, who is solely responsible for it. Plan offered
on 1983 to current year vehicles (excluding Crossfire, Viper, Prowler, Diesels, SRT10® and all other vehicles that
require synthetic or semi-synthetic oils.) Competetive makes also apply.

Expires Sept. 30, 2010

Expires Sept. 30, 2010

Nitro-Fill

SPECIAL
+ Tax

Fill All Tires with Nitrogen, Includes
12 mos. Road Side Assistance, Road
Hazard Protection, Free Pressure
Checks, Tire Replacement & Much
More. Helps Increase Fuel Economy,
Extend Tire Life, Improves Handling,
Reduces Pressure Fluctuations
Expires Sept. 30, 2010

DETAIL SPECIAL
Reg. $149.99
$
+ Tax

99.95

• Hand Wash & Wax Exterior
• Vacuum & Shampoo Interior
• Clean & Protect Leather
(If equipped)
• Clean Engine • Clean Trunk
• Treat All Exterior Trim

(MOST CARS, VANS & TRUCKS SLIGHTLY HIGHER)

Expires Sept. 30, 2010

WAS $ 21,995
WOW! ONLY

purchase

86,816 Miles
#U765B

39.95

36,726 Miles
#A813A

Towards

2004 Ford
Explorer XLT

$

2008 Jeep
Wrangler X

$25.00
•
•
•
•
•

OFF

Transmission
Power Steering
Brake System
Cooling System
Differential Fluid

Some models may require special fluid.
See service advisor for details.
Expires Sept. 30, 2010

battery charge
& system test
ExpiresSept. 30, 2010

ROTATE &
BALANCE &
4 WHEEL
BRAKE CHECK
$

FREE

39.95

+ Tax

Expires Sept. 30, 2010

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES AND MODELS!
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
OPEN ALL DAY SATURDAY TO SERVE YOU!
Take advantage of any three of our current
service specials and receive the complete detail
special for $49.95. Over $110.00 in savings!

Back to school
SPECIAL
$

89.95 + Tax

Includes: Lube, oil &filter change,
rotate 4 tires, cooling system
drain & refill, replace wiper blades
and brake inspection.
Some vehicles higher. Coupon must be
presented at time of write-up. Shop supplies,
hazardous waste removal and tax additional. Not
valid with any other offer or advertised specials.

Expires Sept. 30, 2010

High Mileage Special

15% OFF

ANY SERVICE
For Vehicles With More
Than 80,000 Miles
Not to exceed $150
Expires Sept. 30, 2010
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Solar progress?

Solar ‘approval’ vote – what does it mean?
Political posturing, limiting conditions mark solar resolution debate
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
The evening of Aug. 23, the
Front Royal Town Council voted
5-0, with one absence (Holloway),
to approve a Resolution allowing
the town to enter into a schedule of actions that could lead to
Front Royal’s involvement as one
of multiple solar power host sites
in the American Municipal Power
energy cooperative.
What the vote enables is movement within a year toward construction of a solar power field
producing between 6 and 8 megawatts of solar energy at one or
multiple sites within the Front
Royal Town limits – that more
than likely means Avtex/Royal
Phoenix and/or the Happy Creek
Technology Park. In May 2009
the town was approached to partner in the production of up to 100
megawatts of solar power to be
used both locally and distributed
regionally.
Rather than the culmination of
over a year’s work to achieve a
positive sustainable energy end,
the vote reflected the ongoing turmoil and uncertainty surrounding
a 14-month process wrought with
controversy and what at least one
citizen, retired federal energy department employee Tina Hobson,
has contended has earmarks of
outright internal sabotage. Prior
to its vote on approval of the
Resolution, council approved 2 of
3 amendments reflecting ongoing infighting over solar power in
Front Royal.
Defeated was Carson Lauder’s
amendment that would have prevented AMP-Ohio solar partner
Standard Energy from subcontracting anyone suing the town.
The amendment, obviously aimed

at local solar product production
company SolAVerde, was voted
down 4-1, with Vice Mayor Chris
Holloway absent. Only Lauder
voted in support of his amendment that could have been seen as
giving SolAVerde plaintiffs Greg
Horton and Donnie Poe, both of
whom were present, additional
grounds for increased damage
claims in their lawsuit against the
town.
Approved were amendments requiring execution of a solar agreement on the project within a year
and an increase in the amount of
energy the town might purchase
from a local site. That amount

was increased from one megawatt
(1000 kilowatts) to “up to 2 megawatts (2000 kilowatts).”
That final amendment introduced by Tom Conkey appeared
to address an initial June request
by AMP that the town commit to
a minimum 2 megawatt purchase
of power from a local facility.
Of the trio of amendments, the
most contentious was Lauder’s
initiative to cut the local company
responsible for the initial solar
initiative out of any potential involvement as a subcontractor on
the project here.
Why should we do business with
someone who is suing us (and

The

me), Lauder essentially reasoned.
Both Shae Parker and Tom Conkey questioned Lauder’s initiative.
Parker pointed out the town
had continued to do business with
the 522 North Corridor restaurants – Applebee’s, TGIFridays
and Cracker Barrel – who sued,
successfully as it turned out, the
town over a meals tax-based fee
attached to water and sewer bills.
Conkey said he believed such an
amendment was an “over-reaching” of the town’s authority to dictate the parameters of how private

companies can conduct business
within the town limits. “If they are
the best company to perform the
service, and at a reasonable price,”
who are we to say no, Conkey
asked his colleagues.
Conkey added that he understood “the emotional desire” not
to give money to someone who is
suing you collectively, or individually as in Lauder, Sayre and the absent Holloway’s case. However he
added that logic should override
emotion in such cases.
Lauder denied that his initiative
was emotionally based, though

I-66 & Rt 522
North of
Front Royal
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he added he did not feel the town
should do business with the lawsuit plaintiffs “until this is all over
and we can shake hands.”
Addressing one of Parker’s
points referencing the corridor
restaurant lawsuit, Lauder also
said doing business with someone
who is suing you in the solar case
was different than just telling people to continue or not continue
eating at a restaurant that is suing you. However Lauder seemed
to be missing Parker’s main point
that the town had continued to
provide water and sewer service
to the restaurants as the utilitybased fee litigation progressed.
The following day during a joint
guest appearance with yours truly
on WZRV’s The News at Noon
with River 95.3 News Director
Mario Retrosi, former Front Royal
Vice-Mayor Bret Hrbek expanded
on Parker and Conkey’s points of
the previous evening. Hrbek told
Retrosi and his radio audience
that Lauder’s amendment initiative would have had a “chilling
effect” on the first amendment
right to freedom of speech. Hrbek
elaborated that preventing business contracts with the town by
a business representative at least
partially dependent on such contracts due to litigation essentially
put the town in the position of
placing an unconstitutional restraint on a legal redress of grievances.

pointed out that what was before
the town on Aug. 23, was far from
the original proposal that could
have placed Front Royal at the
center of a potentially profitable
and job producing east coast solar
initiative.
Pointing to the potential of jobs
and economic benefit tied to the
original 100-megawatt SolAVerde proposal, staunch conservative Republican Hrbek even joked

with Retrosi during his subsequent radio appearance that as
vice mayor he had been practicing
saying, “Welcome to Front Royal,
President Obama,” in anticipation
of the town’s potential showcase
place in bringing large scale solar
power to the east coast. – Quite
an admission for a Reagan Republican.
However Hrbek said there appeared to be a fundamental dif-

Haircuts $9.99

SUPER SAND • CONCRETE SAND
BUILDING SAND • WHITE SAND
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PICK UP or WE DELIVER

540-667-1660

WWW.SHENANDOAHSAND.COM
1305 MARTINSBURG PIKE • WINCHESTER

Royal Plaza Shopping Center
Credits Cards Accepted / Gift Cards Available

Open 7 Days A Week
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BUDGET SELF STORAGE

540-635-9552

First Month FREE!
with 1 Month Paid Rent & Security Deposit
With Coupon *Subject to availability

INCREDIBLE PRICES!
540-635-4000 • 800-296-0044

Addressing council prior to the
vote the previous evening, Hrbek

Rt. 619 & Corner of Airport Rd • Front Royal
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Solar progress?

Carson Lauder raises his hands to fend off Donnie
Poe’s questions about his attempt to block SolAVerde as potential subcontractor on any solar field
work here as NVD reporter Ben Orcutt jots away.
ference between his perspective
emphasizing an economic bottom
line for the community over personal and partisan political motives.
“Last year we were talking about
500 jobs and millions of dollars
coming into this community. We
expected national press attention to descend on Front Royal
for the progressive approach to
energy that we adopted,” Hrbek
told council on Aug. 23. “However, once again, because some
members of council have placed

their own self-interest, petty concerns and desire to gain political
favors and potentially higher office, we have sacrificed being the
East Coast capital for solar power
to being a small part of a larger
production facility.
“Because of hurt feelings, bruised
egos and people who felt marginalized, we are left with very little,”
Hrbek said of what may be left of
solar power in Front Royal. “And
as the latest flap (the Darr-Conkey e-mail leak) demonstrates it is
clear why some council members

Diva Nails Spa

In addition to his remarks to council on Aug. 23, former Front Royal Vice Mayor
Bret Hrbek told WZRV News Director Mario Retrosi the following day that Carson
Lauder’s failed solar amendment would have had “a chilling effect” on the Constitutional right of freedom of speech and the ability to legally seek a redress of
grievances.
were marginalized – because they
cannot be trusted with sensitive
information.
“I applaud you for taking the action of approval tonight, but I’m
regretful that we aren’t celebrating becoming a major player in
energy renewal and job creation,”
Hrbek concluded of the then
pending Aug. 23 solar Resolution
vote.
In a legal side bar – pun intended
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SANDBLASTING IN-HOUSE AND ON-SITE
We Provide a creative approach, exceptional service, and
ﬂexibility in options for the application of...
SANDBLASTING • POWDER COATING • CHEMICAL COATING

Services Include But Not Limited:

• Motorcycle, Automotive, and Off-Road Frames
• Lawn Furniture and Antique Restoration
• Metal Fencing, Gates and Railings
• Industrial Fabrication
• Welding Repair

Email: cre8ve@embarqmail.com

Creative Coatings Inc.
116 Success Rd.
Front Royal, VA 22630
Call Today (540) 636-7911
www.coatingsUSA.com

– there was no legal advice sought
by the individual council defendants present (Lauder and Sayre)
or offered by the town attorney on
any potential or actual conflicts
of interest those individual solar
defendants might have in voting
on any motion offered regarding

the solar initiative or SolAVerde
as a potential solar subcontractor
here.
Committee appointments
in the dark
In an addition to the Aug. 23
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Consent Agenda, Hollis Tharpe
requested the addition of an appointee to the so-called Blue
Ribbon Committee on Town Finances. The agenda addition was
unanimously approved by council and no further mention of
Tharpe’s appointment to replace
Hrbek’s earlier one of Tim Ratigan
was ever mentioned.
Queried about the legality of
the manner of that appointment
the following day, Town Attorney Tom Robinett explained that
Tharpe’s appointment had been
included in writing in a late written addition to the evening’s agenda packet.
But it wasn’t in the packet I had
or placed by staff on the press table as a late appendix, I offered.
So what? – It was in the packet
council had, Robinett told us.
What was – oh, you mean Tharpe’s appointment of Joe Swiger’s
wife, Vilma, to the citizen financial oversight committee.
Oh yea, that one.
Contacted later, Tharpe apologized for any confusion over the
manner of his appointment of
Mrs. Swiger. He said he had been
unaware the appointment had not
been included in either the press
or public agenda packets. Ratigan
also told us he had no issue with
Tharpe’s making his own appointment to the committee now that
the person who appointed him –
Hrbek – was no longer on council.

Solar progress?
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Town government

“The citizens of Front Royal did not vote for Tom Sayre so he can push his own personal
agenda and sow seeds of dissent in the halls of town government.” – Tim Ratigan on
Sayre’s circulation of Darr-Conkey e-mails

‘Real Councilmen of Front Royal’ - as the leaks turn
Those Real DC Housewives got nothing on our boys at town hall

Shae Parker questions a pattern of behavior of someone he did not name.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
The soap opera, potential crime
drama and high-stakes civil suit
poker game known as the Front
Royal Town Council took some
pointed and dramatic turns during its Aug. 23rd episode. – Move
over Tareq, Michaele and your
Real DC Housewives pals and
protagonists, it’s another episode
of “St. Thomas Amongst the Heathens”.
It started innocuously enough.
During the public comments,
Tim Ratigan offered a rather poetic description of his youthful
arrival in Front Royal from the
Midwest and his subsequent love
affair with this community and
area. However, Ratigan added
that some recent politicallybased developments had led him
to question the changing nature
of the object of his community affection, at least one aspect of it.
The most recent development

Springfield
Computers
• PC & Mac
• New & Used Sales
• In-Home Repairs
• In-Shop Repairs
510 N. Royal Ave. • Front Royal

540-622-8055

SpringfieldComputers.com

was Councilman Thomas Sayre’s
forwarding of an e-mail exchange
between Mayor Tim Darr and
Councilman Tom Conkey to him.
Why, Ratigan asked, had such a
petty exchange that could only
serve to embarrass both the mayor and council been forwarded to
him by one of their own?
Sayre’s answer, delivered in
person to a man who had just recently called for Sayre’s resignation over a pattern of perceived
ethical failures of office, was to
illustrate “that there were other
councilmen who behaved badly,”
Ratigan said of Sayre’s explanation to him.
And here the plot thickens.
The set up?
Some time after the above verbal exchange Ratigan said he got
a phone call from Sayre “demanding to know if I had released the
e-mails to Ben Orcutt of the
Northern Virginia Daily.”
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Thomas Sayre listened to Parker and felt compelled
to deny any potentially unethical or criminal behavior...
No he had not, Ratigan told
Sayre and later several other people calling to ask the same question. Had our own municipal St.
Thomas of River City attempted
to scapegoat him for the subsequent leak of those materials to a
favored destination of such leaks,
Ratigan wondered.
Ratigan then asked Sayre if he
had lost the ability to function
in office according to his oath to
uphold the best interests of the
town and all its citizens.
“The citizens of Front Royal
did not vote for Tom Sayre so

he can push his own personal
agenda and sow seeds of dissent
in the halls of town government,”
Ratigan said. Ratigan added that
this e-mail circulation and subsequent media leak was not an
isolated event in the resume of
our would-be saint of the political low ball.
“Councilman Sayre’s pattern
of behavior has shown the citizens of Front Royal that he can
no longer be trusted with the inner communications of the town
government … transparency is
important but one must also re-

spect the fact that there are some
things that need not be put out for
the public to see,” Ratigan stated.
He added that the now infamous
“deer poop” on Jamestown Road
exchange between Darr and Conkey was just such an item.
“I look at this as a direct attack on Councilman Conkey and
Mayor Darr to further a personal
agenda – Mr. Sayre, if I am wrong
please correct me and have the
conviction to do it in a public
forum,” Ratigan asked. “And Mr.
Sayre, if you find that you can no
longer do the people’s business
and look out for the good of Front
Royal and behave in a manner
befitting an elected official then
please do us the favor of kindly
removing yourself from the town
council,” Ratigan concluded, reraising a theme he had broached
a month earlier.
Hrbek chimes in
But Ratigan wasn’t the only
member of the public to address
the Darr-Conkey “deer poop” exchange – which by the way, Conkey later publicly apologized to the
mayor for launching throughout
full council and staff, rather than
just individually by hitting “Reply
all” to Darr’s original message.
Former Front Royal Vice-Mayor Bret Hrbek, defeated this May,
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“I would just like to mention to Councilman Parker that I have absolutely no idea who or what of anyone
who might be watching or guiding whatever you mentioned there about you and Mr. Bianchini.” – council
wordsmith Thomas Sayre on fellow Councilman Shae Parker’s stalking questions

... However Sayre did not respond to Tim Ratigan’s direct request for an explanation of Sayre’s forwarding
of the Darr-Conkey “deer poop” e-mails to him and
subsequent allegations that Ratigan was the leaker
of those documents to the NVD.
said he felt awkward in coming
before a public body he had so
recently been a member of to
launch a critical attack. However in the wake of the front page
publicity over the Darr-Conkey
e-mails in the Northern Virginia
Daily, Hrbek said he felt compelled to come forward.
“I don’t blame reporter Ben
Orcutt … but the editors of the
paper. The printing and releasing of the e-mails make our community look foolish. What business wants to locate here when
our leaders continually release
e-mails intended for a discussion between a select group of
people? I would think that selfpreservation on the part of the
NVD would be enough – ads do
pay for the paper after all,” Hrbek
observed not only of the perspective of the leaker, but also that
of a Strasburg-based newspaper
continually emphasizing stories
that seem to go out of their way
to belittle a neighboring community.
Hrbek then set his sights on
those within council complicit in
the above-mentioned publicity.
He said rather than discussing
the tone or content of the e-mails,

Front Royal’s councilmen should
themselves have been asking the
above-cited questions when queried by the Daily’s reporter.
“The issue the councilmen
should have been quoted about
is why a recipient of the original
e-mails would send them out into
the public for the sole reason to
win some political game at the expense of the Town of Front Royal.
We have become the laughing
stock of the Valley,” Hrbek told
his former colleagues, taking the
chance to contradict some election-season publicity sent his
way, more than once through the
pages of the NVD. “This behavior
makes the entire town look foolish and although I do not relish
in the fact that our town’s representatives continue to embarrass
us, I am glad that the public can
see that I was not the cause of
the foolhardy - a word in today’s
NVD describing the actions of
the town - since it continues despite my absence from the council.”
Crime drama?
The council concerns portion
of the meeting began a short time

after the public concerns portion had concluded. It was then
the plot took a turn toward the
more ominous and potentially
criminal. Shae Parker recounted
a series of actions involving leaks
to the same local daily newspaper
cited above.
The first, Parker pointed out
resulted in a $30-million defamation of character and illegal interference in a business contract civil
suit involving the town and three
sitting councilmen. The second
resulted in the above-mentioned
front page negative publicity over
discussion of what to do about
deer roaming through a small,
rural country town.
Bemoaning a seeming lack of
personal ethics tied to such leaks
continually originating within
council, Parker moved quickly
past the Darr-Conkey e-mails
into other realms. He referenced
the circulation of this reporter’s
much-discussed (see our previous issue) drunk in public Class
IV misdemeanor arrest warrant
to the NVD.
“The reason I mention the latter
of these is one, to show a pattern
of behavior; and two, because I
have heard the anonymous caller
on the [police dispatch] recording who admitted to having followed the subject for three weeks
on Monday evenings and knowing where they lived,” Parker said.
“I take concern with this because
on Monday evenings after council meetings I and the reporter in
question meet at a local restau-

Town government
rant and have idle chit chat – we
have nothing to hide, which is
why we are in a public place.”
Parker pointed out that he neither circulates confidential council materials to this reporter, nor
has this paper ever exhibited a
history of publishing such documents. He then asked why these
meetings would be of such interest to anyone, including any
member of council.
Parker questioned the elaborate
knowledge of his and this reporter’s precise actions exhibited by
the anonymous FRPD dispatch
caller, not to mention MADD
volunteer Mildred Jenkins in verbal remarks at the Aug. 9 council
meeting. “Why would an individual be following myself and
the reporter, know when we left,
who left first, where we do and
don’t live and what exact routes
we take home?” Parker asked.
Are a sitting councilman and
a local reporter being illegally
stalked for political motives?
Parker wondered aloud.
“It has also come to my attention that an individual of the
council has requested information on former members of this
council from the town attorney’s
office and berated the police department for background information on the same reporter,”
Parker added. “Now I am not implying that all of this is the work
of one person. However, I do
seem to see a pattern of behavior.
My question to the perpetrator or
perpetrators of these acts is how
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Town government
does this serve the best interests
of the citizens and the town as a
whole?”
Parker challenged the unnamed
maker or makers of these acts to
come forward, explain and defend their actions.
However as with SolAVerde attorney David Silek’s pre-lawsuit
calls for the leaker of the confidential solar bribe opinion to the
NVD to come forward in an effort to resolve that situation out
of court, Parker’s request for accountability on the above matters
was also met with silence – well,
almost …
I didn’t do it!!!
While Parker attached no councilman’s name or location of our
chit-chat gatherings to any of his
above remarks, one councilman
elected to respond – though not
to take credit for anything.
“Yes Mr. Mayor,” Thomas Sayre

replied to the mayor’s call for additional council comments fol-
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“And I have not hired anybody. I have not asked anybody to be over at The Melting Pot, so whatever you
do in your spare time, if you decide that you and Mr. Bianchini decide to go and have some beers at the
Melting Pot that’s your own business.” – Thomas Sayre exhibits some knowledge of things he says he knows
nothing about
lowing Parker’s. “I would just like
to mention to Councilman Parker

that I have absolutely no idea who
or what of anyone who might be
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and Mr. Bianchini.
“And I have not hired anybody.
I have not asked anybody to be
over at The Melting Pot, so whatever you do in your spare time,
if you decide that you and Mr.
Bianchini decide to go and have
some beers at the Melting Pot
that’s your own business. If you
decide to go over to the, I forget what the other place – The
Lucky Star and have some beers
and if you decide to come over to
a council work session and you
and Mr. Bianchini come in and
the whole place reeks of alcohol,

that’s your decision.”
At that point Mayor Darr interrupted Sayre, perhaps hoping to
head off further litigation, stating, “Keep your comments to the
point, please.”
“I’ll just leave it at that,” Sayre

concluded to dead silence, other
than one audience member’s
comment conveyed to us later
– “The guilty conscience speaks.”
rogerb@warrencountyreport.com

(540) 635-2156
Simply Cedar Log Homes • Linden, VA • www.SimplyCedarLogs.com
For more information on beautiful, energyefficient cedar log homes call Simply Cedar
Log Homes at (540) 636-8400 or email us at
simplycedarlogs@aol.com

2009 Chevrolet Malibu LT 2009 Cadillac CTS
Full Power, Keyless Entry, 30K
September 10th - 12th
Fri. 5pm - 8pm
Sat. 10am - 5pm
Sunday 12pm - 5pm
Nationally recognized artisans

#30612

Lthr, HTD Seats, Full Power, 26K

$16,991

$30,999

#30507

2005 Chevrolet Suburban LT

Full Power, 3rd Door, Keyless
Entry, 97K
JUST REDUCED!

Lthr, HTD Seats, NAV, DVD, Sunroof,
68K
JUST REDUCED!

#30590

#30594

$8,414

122 W. 14th St. • Front Royal, VA

Located next door to
Melting Pot Pizza

FALL FLORALS• JEWELRY• WREATHS
HANDMADE FURNITURE
POTTERY • DIPS • FOOD

2003 Chevrolet S-10 LS

Postal Business Center

$21,777

www.JEChevy.com

Packing • Shipping • Moving boxes •
Mailbox rentals • Notary • FAX • Laminating
• Copies

540-635-7997
540-635-2186 (fax)

We’re Here To Serve
You With Many Business
Services!
9 Commerce Avenue • Front Royal, VA 22630

Springtime Garden Center
:DUUHQ$YH)URQW5R\DO9$
$FURVVIURP:HQG\¶V

540-635-8765
0)6DW6XQ

Labor Day Sale

25% OFF

6HOHFWHGVKDGHWUHHV
0DSOHV'RJZRRGV
&OHDYHODQG3HDU
6DOH3ULFHVODVWIURP6HSWUG6HSWWK

7UHHVDQG6KUXEV
$UULYLQJZHHNO\

2SHQ/DERU'D\DPSP

)UHVK/RFDO3URGXFH$PLVKFRUQ
7RPDWRHV/RSHV6TXDVK3HDFKHV
'RQ¶WIRUJHW\RXUIUHVK$PLVKSDVWULHV
RQ)ULGD\¶VDQG6DWXUGD\¶V

´0XP¶V


Tired of Summer??

*HW\RXU)DOOGHFRUDWLQJVXSSOLHVKHUH
6WUDZ3XPSNLQV*RXUGV&RUQ6WDONV
Visit us on facebook for our weekly specials!

Page 30 • Warren County Report • Early September, 2010

Read all issues in their entirety FREE on www.WarrenCountyReport.com

To advertise in Warren County Report:
Contact Alison at alisond@warrencountyreport.com • 540-551-2072
or Angie Buterakos at angie@warrencountyreport.com - 540-683-9197

The news
Pool drowning believed
accidental
On Friday, Aug. 27, at 8:50 p.m., the
Front Royal Police Department responded
to a report of a possible drowning in a privately owned pool located at 326 Salem
Avenue.
Upon arrival, police found a 47-year-old

victim identified as Susan J. Ludwick-Armentrout, who was being held at the side
of the pool by another adult female, who
had found the victim unconscious in the
pool.
The victim was treated at the scene by
members of the Front Royal Volunteer Fire
and Rescue Department and then transported to Warren Memorial Hospital.

This year’s event
is honoring

Debbie LLewellyn

The victim was then flown by helicopter
to Fairfax. The Front Royal Police Department was notified that the victim had died
on Monday morning. The death is being
investigated by the Criminal Investigations
Division, however no foul play is suspected
at this time.

Our Special guest

“Amazing Grace”
Will be performing

One-stop way to support the United
Way
The upcoming 2010 Campaign Kickoff
for the United Way of Front Royal/Warren
County offers a unique opportunity to pig
out on seafood & BBQ while supporting
their new Non-Profit Center and the 12
agencies it helps to fund. Scheduled for
Sept. 18, the event offers the community
a “one-stop” way to support local non-profits and follows a recent ribbon cutting announcing the organization’s new location.
Located at 128 N. Royal Ave., the new
UNITED WAY NON-PROFIT CENTER will
house not only the United Way, who will
serve as the “anchor” tenant and coordinator of the effort, but also three local Warren
County health and human service agencies. Each agency will pay a small fee to
share the space, which includes a small
conference room, basement storage and
plentiful parking. Joining the United Way
in the new space will be two United Way
agencies – the local Boy Scouts, and the
Community Transitional Housing Program.
Also joining the United Way agencies in the
space is the Warren County Habitat for Humanity Chapter. The physical space and
location will now enable the smaller agencies, such as CTHP and Habitat, to have
an actual physical location from which to
work, and with which they may now apply
for local, state and federal grants.
“This is a terrific win-win opportunity
for us to help the entire community…our
agencies, other needy agencies and our-

selves as well,” noted Executive Director
Lee Smith-Osina. She added, “We are
grateful to our generous landlords, the
Calvary Episcopal Church, who offered
the space at a fraction of its commercial
value. For many of our smaller agencies
here in Warren County, the cost of office
space was prohibitive. Now by sharing the
space at such a low cost, these agencies
can focus on building their services and
their foundation without huge outputs for
physical space.”
“We are very excited and proud to be
able to offer this great service to these deserving agencies, and we look forward to
a successful 2010 United Way Campaign
to help support this project and our agencies,” commented Robert Cullers, United
Way President. The campaign will kick off
at the United Way’s Shrimp, Oyster & BBQ
Dinner from 4 p.m.-8 p.m. Sept.18 at the
Front Royal Volunteer Fire Department.
Catered by The Apple House, the fare includes steamed shrimp, oysters (raw and
fried!), pulled pig, chicken, veggies and
dessert, beverages (beer, wine & non-alcoholic).
The $50 ticket also includes a silent auction, 50/50, raffle of a hand-made quilt,
and your chance to attend one event that
supports 12 local non-profits, enabling your
support to spread across the community.
100% of the proceeds from the event are
earmarked to go directly to the allocations
of 12 United Way agencies: The American
Red Cross, Blue Ridge Legal Services,
Blue Ridge Opportunities, Boy Scouts,

FRPD open house

Saturday, September 25th 2010
6:00 pm - 10:00 pm
Held at the Warren County Fairgrounds
Front Royal, VA (rain or shine!)

Front Royal Police Chief Richard Furr, flanked
by Officer Donald Orye, brought home some
state recognition law enforcement awards at
the Aug. 23 town council meeting. FRPD will
host an open house on Sept. 11.

For more information and tickets
call 540-636-4325

The Front Royal Police Department and the Department of Environmental Services will host an Open House Sept. 11, from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m., at the Police Department located at 24 W. Main St. Activities will include fingerprinting for children, a barrel train ride by
the Purcellville Police Department, law enforcement displays, and
child safety seat checks. New car seats can also be installed during these hours. There will be Police vehicles on display as well as
the motorcycle and bicycles that are used by the department. The
Department of Environmental Services will have several of their
vehicles on display as well as staff on hand to answer any questions.
Free hot dogs and pizza will be served.
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Community Transitional Housing Project,
Concern Hotline, Front Royal Women’s
Resource Center, Girl Scouts, Harmony
Place, Healthy Families of Warren County,
House of Hope and St. Luke Community
Clinic.
There’s still time to sponsor a table (at
$500 the sponsorship only “costs” $100
since sponsors receive eight tickets valued at $400), donate an item for the silent
auction, or purchase tickets. Please call
the United Way office at 635-3636 or email
at info@frontroyalunitedway.org and mark
your calendars for Sept. 18!
Ranger Day Camp a success
Shenandoah River State Park just
completed two fantastic weeks of Junior
Ranger Day Camp. Each week 14 young
nature lovers, age 7 – 12, studied various
things found in the Park. They learned
about bears and fox and how to identify
their tracks. They combined a study of butterflies and photography. GPS was used to
learn about crayfish, pawpaw, and bats what a combination! Who could go hungry
after a survey of some of the Park’s edible wild plants? A walk in the Shenandoah
identified many small river dwellers.
A group of the Friends of Shenandoah
River State Park, led by Marge Groetsch,
Jackie Labovitz, and Linda Bender, worked

with Park interpreter Jennifer Saik to present the program with an eye to getting
young folk interested in nature and our environment. While the Day Camp is run only
two weeks a year, the Friends are working
on a self-guided Junior Ranger program in
which children and parents can discover
nature on their own. Those who complete
either program receive a certificate and a
patch designating them as Shenandoah
River State Park Junior Rangers.
You can find out more about these programs, and other programs offered by the
Park, by contacting Jennifer at 540-6226840, or jennifer.saik@dcr.virginia.gov, or
by writing her at Shenandoah River State
Park, 350 Daughter of Stars Dr., Bentonville, VA 22610. You can learn more about
the Friends by visiting www.riverparkfriends.org.
RMA’s cadets aim high
Randolph-Macon Academy’s VA-091 Air
Force JROTC unit has been named as an
honor unit for 2009-2010.
After winning the honor ten times from
1985-1999, R-MA suffered a 10-year
drought. Then, last year (the 2008-09
school year), R-MA won the Distinguished
Unit Award (DUA)with merit, the highest
honor a unit can achieve, and an honor
for which they are eligible only every three

Count on it.
Life has no guarantees, but in business, I

years. The DUA with Merit represents the
top 2 percent of all AFJROTC units; the
DUA is awarded to the top 10 percent.
“Last year (2008/09) was the first time
in 10 years [we won the DUA] and the first
time (as far the records indicate) we won
the Distinguished Unit Award with Merit,”
said Lt. Col. R.G. McManus, the senior
aerospace instructor. He added that he
was exceptionally pleased that the unit
had received the DUA honor for a second
year; although the unit was not eligible for
the “with merit” distinction this year, it was
still an honor to receive the DUA.
“These accomplishments would not have
been possible without the hard work, long
hours and emphasis my instructors have
placed on the academic portion as well
as expanding the JROTC curriculum (ori-

knew exactly what I wanted. A company
that gave me the start-up help I needed,
freedom to make my own decisions … plus
the chance to earn a great living. With so
many unknowns in life, my career isn’t one
of them. I can count on that.
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The news
enteering, rockets, academic challenge),”
Lt. Col. McManus wrote in an e-mail. “To
merely say it is a team that works well together is an understatement.”
This honor allows Maj. Gen. Henry M.
Hobgood, president of the Academy, to
nominate cadets into the ROTC Honor
Unit selection process in their quest to secure U.S. service academy appointments.
Three receive degrees
Three Warren County residents were
among the 715 students receiving degrees
at Shepherd University’s 137th Commencement.
Warren County residents include Joanna
Marie Jenkins, Bentonville, and Ryan M.
Manuel, Front Royal.
Sarah Grady Singer, Front Royal, received a master of arts in curriculum and
instruction.
Wrestling Tournament coming to
Warren County
In an unprecedented turn of events and
some will say pure luck, Sept. 12 beginning at 9 a.m. the Skyline High School will
host one of six qualifying wrestling tour-

Main Street • Front Royal, VA

Showtimes: 622-9997

www.royal-cinemas.com
* Birthday Parties! *

Now
Showing
“The Last
Airbender”

naments for the Super 32 Challenge. The
top four wrestlers per weight class from the
qualifier at Skyline will obtain a birth at the
Super 32 Challenge to be held in Greensboro, N.C. in late October.
The Super 32 Challenge has become
the premier pre-season tournament in the
nation. According to Intermat’s National
High School Rankings, the 2009 Super 32
Challenge featured 72 wrestlers on the final list. Also, the 2009 Super 32 Challenge
featured over 200 state champions. College coaches also recognize the quality of
this tournament. Last year, over 50 college
coaches were in attendance, featuring 15
of the top 25 programs at the 2010 NCAA
National Championships.
Volunteers are need. For more information, call 540-631-0366, or email mkeel@
wcps.k12.va.us . For more information on
the tournament go to http://www.skylinewrestling.org/html/fall_qualifier.html
Do not accept charges
Sheriff Daniel T. McEathron would like to
alert citizens of a telephone scam that is
occurring in the Front Royal/Warren County area. The sheriff’s office has received
numerous reports of citizens receiving collect telephone calls. The caller may identify himself as a deputy sheriff or may state
that he is calling from a correctional facility. The caller may also say that there is
a medical emergency and your telephone
number is listed as the emergency contact.
The caller then tells the person they need
to call a nurse at a given telephone number. They are instructed to start the call
off by dialing *72 followed by a telephone
number. If you dial the number, it allows
the suspect to access long distance calls

on your line and the calls will be billed to
you.
Our investigation has proven that this
person is not a deputy with the sheriff’s
office and the caller identification is only
displayed as coming from a payphone.
If you receive a call of this nature do not
accept the collect call or call the telephone
number given. If you do, your telephone
account will be billed. If you have any
additional information please contact the
Warren County Sheriff’s Office at 540-6354128.
Job training for vets
Able Forces is pleased to announce
the offering of its Community-Based Job
Preparation Training Programs with the
first classes scheduled to start in September in Front Royal. These classes are
available to all Veterans with the only requirement being the submission of a copy
of their DD214. The first five core classes
will include: Basic Computer Operations,
Working in a Professional Environment,
and Introduction to MS Word, Excel, and
Power Point. Classes range from 8 to 16
hours in length and will be offered at the
Able Forces offices on Chester Street.

Pancake breakfast, Sept. 11, from 7 a.m.
until noon at the Riverton United Methodist
Church’s Fellowship Hall.
Menu incluses pancake, sausage,
scrambled eggs, sausage gravy, juice and
coffee. Adults $6, children under 10 $3.
For more information, call 540-635-3878.

HOUSE
OF
HOPE
Homeless Shelter

Coming
Soon

Accepting donations for Firewood. Wood is split
and consists of hardwoods of oak and hickory.
You pick up or delivery costs $20 to local area.
Stacking is an extra $20. A donation of at least
$50 per pick-up truck load is much appreciated.
)RU¿UHZRRGRQO\FDOO540-683-9582

“Resident Evil:
Afterlife”

Available For Hire:

“The
Expendables”

House of Hope residents have many skills such
DVSDLQWLQJWUHHZRUNURR¿QJJHQHUDOJDUGHQLQJ
and are willing, able and available for hire.
FOR MORE INFORMATION:
CALL (540)

CCR

Licensed
and
Insured
Free Estimates!

Crow County Restorations

Robb Crow
Owner
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Marine Corp Veteran

B) 540-636-4692
C) 540-671-3465

)URQW5R\DO

%RRW&DPSLVFRPLQJ6HSWHPEHUWK&DOOIRUGHWDLOV
%ULQJXVDQ\ORFDOFRPSHWLWRUVDG
,I LW·VDFRPSDUDEOHSDFNDJHZH·OOPDWFKRUEHDWLW



Now, that’s good eats

Serving Front Royal/Warren County

Now
Showing

Specializing in
Older Homes.
EPA
Certified

635-2466

All about trees
QUESTION: I have power line and shade
problems. Why is tree topping bad?
ANSWER: Solve these problems without creating
expensive and unsightly issues that always
come with tree topping. Sigh up for the Front
Royal/Warren County Tree Stewards program
“All about Trees” to be held at the Warren County
Government Center, 220 N. Commerce Ave.
Includes 5 Saturday morning hands-on training
and field trips to the State Arboretum at Blandy
Farm and Fort Valley Nursery.
Registration:
$50. Individual classes $7 each.
Program runs September 14October 30. To sign up contact
Joan at 636-7079 or email
vatreegal@comcast.net
or contact Margaret at
635-9930 or email
reiki201@comcast.net
or you can e-mail
frwctreestewards@comcast.
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Interest Rates have Dropped Again!

Is a slow drain, running toilet or
leaky faucet driving you crazy?

100% loan programs still available!
Prices at an all time low! NOW is the time to BUY.

Call me for a
free estimate.

CALL CRYSTAL OR SANDY TODAY!!

Stunning
Great Location!
Back onChalet!
the Market!
This
Farm 2 house
3REMODELED
Bedrooms, 3 Full Baths,
car garage,
offers 3Lower
bedrooms
full
Finished
Level, and
Stone2Fireplace,
baths
and
over
1200
finished
Paved Road, Not on a Mountain, Great
sq. ft. Priced below recent
Commuter
Location REDUCED!
appraisal. $114,900 Possible
Call
for
more
information.
lease purchase
option available.

JP Plumbing

NEW LISTING!
(owner
agent) Gorgeous 5 acre building lot with mountain views.
Paved road, close to Blue Ridge Shadows Golf Course. MUST SEE!

Royal Family

540.683.6103

All Types of Repairs and Services:

Bowling Center
Behind Gateway Plaze
Rt. 522 So., Front Royal
540-636-3113
$2.00 game Monday

Hot Water Heaters, Disposals, Faucets, Toilets,
Drains, Repiping, Small Remodeling Jobs

Invite Us In.
We Bring Results!

frontroyalproperty.com
Sandra
Sandra Brookman-Strickler
Crystal Cubbage-Elliott
Cubbage-Elliott
Crystal

540-671-5850

crystalcubbage@mris.com

540-671-0020

brookman@email.com

Over 30 Years Experience • Dependable & Reliable
Virginia Master Plumber/Master Gas Fitter
Licensed & Insured

Reasonable Rates
NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR EVENINGS AND WEEKENDS

plumbing1@embarqmail.com

437-A South Royal Avenue
Front Royal, VA 22630

Roy Jackson has now moved
to Jennerations Hair Studio
Roy’s hours are:
Mon. & Friday - 8 to 6
Sat. & Sun. 8 to 3
I look forward to seeing many
of my loyal customers!!
Jennerations Hair Studio
Royal Plaza Shopping Center • 631-1177

TAG SALE!
75%

50%
25%
OFF

J a c k a n d L i l l y B a b y a n d To d d l e r S h o e s

B u y 1 G e t 1 Fr e e

New2You
Consignments

Hours:
Mon-Fri 9-7
Sat 9-5
Sun 11-4

“Gently Used, But New2You”

449 South Street

(Royal Plaza Shopping Center)

Phone# 540-622-6828
www.new2youconsignmments.embarqspace.com

Owners: Michelle Phillips & Melissa Ramsey

540-635-9808

www.samsneadrealty.com • Fax: 540-635-7128 • Toll Free: 800-292-3548

482 Shenandoah Valley Drive Front Royal, VA

HIGH KNOB COMMUNITY,
VIEWS
year round, breathtaking. Quiet mountain setting. Gated
community. Executive quality home.
Would make a
great mountain getaway or full time
residence. Lots of
extra storage with a fully finished basement. Many upgrades
show like new. Many built in features. Listing Agent: Sam Snead

MLS#WR7207150 • $379,500

You’re Invited to Support
12 Local Agencies via 1 Event:
The American Red Cross, Blue Ridge Legal Services, Blue Ridge Opportunities, Boy Scouts, Community Transitional Housing Project, Concern Hotline,
Front Royal Women’s Resource Center, Girl Scouts, Harmony Place, Healthy
Families of Warren County, House of Hope and St. Luke Community Clinic.

UNITED WAY SHRIMP, OYSTER, BBQ FEST
September 18, 2010 4-8pm
Please call me for your tickets or silent auction donation!

11am - 3pm Monday-Friday
F R E E Shoe Rental
Bowl 2 Games • Choice of
Lunch Combo Meal
All for

$9.49 per person

We are now a
nonsmoking facility with a
smoking lounge

person
RENT-A-LANE $10 per

Sat & Sun ONLY 12 noon-2pm
2 HOURS UNLIMITED Bowling
Up to 8 people per lane

Fall League Sign-Up!

Dollar
Mondays!

Games, Shoe Rentals,
Hot Dogs, Small Drinks,
French Fries...

1

$

royalfamilybowl.com

540-671-6145
bethwaller@mris.com

DON’T LET THIS MARKET
PASS YOU BUY!

Bowl & Lunch Special

Each only

Beth Medved
Waller, Inc
Top Producer, 2009
#1 in Sales
#1 in Listings Sold

Come out & play in the dark
Friday & Saturday 11pm-1am

FREE WEEK
		 Offering:
					
					

• Student Classroom
• Behind-the-Wheel
• Re-Examinations

Next Driving School Beginning Sept. 13th
(Accelerated Course: Finish in 9 days)
New Students and Re-exams

Call for more info

214 East Jackson Street • Front Royal, VA

540-622-6900

Golds Gym
Front Royal
485 South St.

540-636-3400
*Some Restrictions apply
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Front Royal-Warren County Chamber of Commerce
TRADEFEST – “BUSINESS BUILDING
BUSINESS”
Excitement is building for this year’s Tradefest to be held on Sept. 28 and 29 at The
Holiday Inn & Suites located at 111 Hospitality Dr., off 522 North. Join us for the VIP
Preview on Sept. 28 from 5:30 p.m. – 7
p.m.. The show officially kicks off on Sept.
29 from 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. This year we
have extended the time an extra hour so
you won’t have to miss a thing. As the largest regional trade show in the Shenandoah
Valley, it’s no surprise that space is filling
up quickly. Just last week we added Assessmentsforyou.com, PEAT (PATH Education and Awareness Team), and Quality
Inn bringing our total to 48. So, don’t miss
out. Get your contract in today and stay
tuned each week as we reveal new vendors, seminars and features of this year’s
bigger and better Tradefest – “Business
Building Business”. For more information,
contact Pam at 540-635-3185 or send an
email to priffle@frontroyalchamber.com.
Seminar Schedule: There are only a few
slots left, please call the chamber for fees
and to reserve your space/time slot if you
are interested in hosting a seminar. Slots
are filled on a first come, first served basis.
At noon: “VEC Online Resources for Businesses” is a workshop that will educate you
about the resources available for employers through the website www.VaEmploy.
Com. The website has special announcements and information just for business
on the Employer Services webpage. The
workshop will focus on describing the features of Virginia Workforce Connection, a
free internet job board. How to access labor market information will also be shown.
At 1 p.m. “Hiring Incentives” is a workshop that will bring you information about
special tax credits and on-the-job training
programs offering wage reimbursements
to employers. If you think saving money
on your bottom line is worth filling out the
forms, then this workshop is for you. Laura
Coburn and Talmadge Harris, VEC Business and Economic Development Specialists will be the workshop presenters. VEC
has a statewide team of ten business specialists funded by the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act. They are available
to assist one-on-one at your site or by telephone to access the Virginia Workforce
Connection, which is a free internet job
board for employers and job seekers.
At 2 p.m: Sona Bank will be presenting a
seminar on SBA loans.
At 3 p.m.: “Selecting the Best Smartphone
for your Needs” will be presented by
Mid-Atlantic ProTel, your Premiere AT&T
Retailer in Front Royal. Topics covered
during this seminar will include the different Smartphone platforms like Android,
BlackBerry, Windows, Web OS and IOS
and explanations for what each platform
brings to table and how it can be beneficial
to you and your business.
Advertising Opportunities:
The River 95.3 is offering a special radio
package to Tradefest participants. For less
than $350 you can promote your business
& booth at Tradefest with The River 95.3/

WZRV & WFTR AM-1450. Get live mentions during the show and maybe even an
interview on-air! Commercial and interview
inventory is limited. For more information
or to schedule your commercials, call Mike
O’Dell at 540-635-4121.
A special wrapper will be inserted in the
Northern Virginia Daily on Sept. 22. Advertising is available for just $125 for a 2” x 4”
ad. There are two half page ads available
on the back cover for just $300/each. All
ads are full color. This piece will be used
as a major marketing tool for Tradefest.
Weekday circulation in the Northern Virginia Daily is 15,000 so don’t miss the opportunity to have your ad seen by potential
customers throughout the Shenandoah
Valley. Deadline to reserve your ad is Sept.
10. For more information, please contact
Janet Michael at Java Media by calling
540-409-6703 or via email to janet@javamediamarketing.com.
TRADE SHOW STRATEGIES SEMINAR
Join us on Sept. 14 at 5:30 p.m. at the
chamber office for a marketing seminar
presented by Java Media – “Trade Show
Strategies”. This seminar will help you prepare for Tradefest with last minute tips for
marketing and promotion. Learn the do’s
and don’ts of booth displays, networking
strategies and what to do “after the show”.
Space is limited, so please RSVP to the
chamber by emailing info@frontroyalchamber.com or by calling 540-635-3185.
LEADERS WANTED – TIME IS RUNNING
OUT
Applications are currently available for
both the Chamber’s Adult and Youth Community Leadership Programs. The Youth
Leadership program is open to public,
private or home-school students, 15-17
years old. The Adult Leadership program
is open to any individual living or working
in Front Royal or Warren County. Participants in these programs study a certain
aspect of the community each month for
eight months. The topics are Local Government, Education, Health and Human
Needs and Services, Community Organizations, Local Economy/Business & Industry, Justice and Law Enforcement, News
Media and Art, Culture, History, Tourism
and Recreation. There is the opportunity
to sponsor a student for the Youth Leadership Program at $100. Cost for adults is
$500. Anyone interested in sponsoring
a student or participating in either of the
programs please contact Pam at 540-6353185 or email priffle@frontroyalchamber.
com. Visit our website at www.frontroyalchamber.com and click Chamber Events
for detailed information and scheduling.
SAVE THE DATE - BUSINESS AFTER
HOURS
Mark your calendars for Sept. 8 for our
next Business After Hours, hosted by CBM
Mortgage at 450D S. Commerce St. It is
sure to be a great time with the power of
food, fun and the best of business networking. More details to follow … RSVP

by calling Pam at the Chamber office at
540-635-3185 or via email to priffle@frontroyalchamber.com.
LUNCH AND LEARN
Mid-Atlantic Protel your Premiere AT&T location in Front Royal is proud to announce
our newest Blackberry Tips and Tricks
Lunch and Learn. The class will be held
at the Front Royal Chamber of Commerce
from 12-1:30 p.m. on Sept. 21. The class
will show you different ways to make better use of your BlackBerry smart phone in
your personal and business life. You do
not need to be an AT&T customer or even
have a BlackBerry to attend this Lunch
and Learn. We are asking that anyone
who would like to attend to please RSVP
by either calling 540-635-1114 or emailing
mjenkins@4protel.com. All attendees that
RSVP will receive a special gift courtesy of
Mid-Atlantic ProTel. Please sign up soon
as the class is sure to fill up quickly.
MEMBER NEWS
It’s time for homework and school projects
again. Is your computer ready for back-toschool? Royal Oak Computers can help.
Look for our Free evaluation coupon in the
ibuy Front Royal Coupon Sheet. It’s available at local merchants and online at www.
ibuyfrontroyal.com.
Front Royal Federal Credit Union will have
a blood drive at our main location at 230 N.
Royal Ave. on Sept. 9 from 11:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.. You may call Amy at 540-6357133 to schedule an appointment.
The 2010 Warren County Air Show is
about to get under way on Sept. 11. This
year’s event promises to be outstanding.
There is still time to purchase your discount tickets. Volunteers needed. Check
out our web site www.virginiaairshow.com
for volunteering, ticket purchase and other
air show information.
Heritage Hall will be holding a yard & bake
sale Sept. 11 from 8 a.m. until ?? at 400 W.
Strasburg Road. Tables will be rented for
$10 each. Food and drinks will be available for purchase. Donations for yard sale
items would be appreciated. For more
information , please call Connie Funk or
Denise Powell at 540-636-3700 between
8 a.m. – 3 p.m.
YOU TALKED AND WE LISTENED!
Announcing the 4th Annual Dale Carnegie
Course...with a new twist. The word-famous leadership, human relations and
communications program is returning
to Winchester on Sept. 13. Experience
the revised session that is now just eight
weeks! The new program will still move
participants far beyond their comfort zone,
reach for ambitious goals and guide them
to be more effective presenters, decision
makers, problem solvers, confident contributors and valuable team members.
The once a week sessions still capture the
same energy, enthusiasm and spark necessary to survive and thrive in these tough

times. The foundation remains....it’s now
just in a concentrated version. (The tuition
has also been reduced to just $1,595!)
This program is certified for college credit,
HRCI, CPE, PMI and other professional
credits. For questions, enrollments or preview information, please call Darryl Glick
at 800-296-2188 ext 13 or e-mail at darryl.
glick@dalecarnegie.com.
Around Your Kitchen is happy to be partnering with New Look Kitchen & Bath to offer a Wood Fire Oven Cooking Class! This
class will be held at New Look Kitchen &
Bath, 322 N. Royal Ave. on Sept. 14. Any
previous customer of New Look Kitchen &
Bath is eligible for a free seat in the class
providing you sign up in time! Non-customers is $45 per person. The evening will
start with a wine tasting in the Showroom
and then you will move to the outdoor patio
and learn to make appetizers & pizzas on
the Outdoor Wood Fire Oven! Please call
540-635-5971 to reserve your seat!
It’s Back to School time - Liberty Tax Service (Royal Plaza Shopping Center) is
offering a free income tax course. The
course will teach the basics of individual
income tax preparation. Tax preparers are
in high demand. Take the course to obtain this marketable skill or just for general
knowledge. You can never know enough
about taxes!!
Potential employment
opportunities for those completing the
course. Course instructor is Liberty owner
and local CPA. Day and evening classes
start Sept.20. Call Liberty Tax Service 540622-2500 for more information.
In 1797, when Major Isaac Hite needed
advice about his 2,000 sheep, likely he
turned to his friend, the noted agricultural
improver Thomas Jefferson. Perhaps Jefferson provided Hite’s sheepdogs. From
Sept. 18 - 26, the 2010 National Finals
Sheepdog Trials will be held at Belle Grove
Plantation, Middletown, VA- on the same
land Isaac Hite worked. The National Finals is the Sheepdog Superbowl, where
one hundred fifty of the best dogs in the
United States and Canada compete for the
annual North American championship. A
beautiful, difficult, gentle sport, sheepdog
trialing is fascinating to watch. Spectators
remark, “I didn’t know dogs could do that!”
The kids can enjoy working dog demos;
shearing and spinning. They and their
parents can tour the Belle Grove mansion,
whose recently restored rooms prove that
what we thought we knew about eighteen
century taste is wrong. The first weekend, Sept. 18 - 19, nursery dogs (under 3
years old) will compete.From Sept. 21-24,
qualifications will be held for the Sept. 25
semi-finals. Sept. 26, the top seventeen
dogs will compete in the Double Lift - the
most difficult test of man dog communication ever devised. It’s a gentle, beautiful,
animal-friendly day in the country. Admission: $12 for adults Children 6-12: $6.
Adult Season Tickets: $60 and Children
Season Tickets: $30 More at: http://www.
nationalsheepdogfinals.com/ and: http://
www.bellegrove.org/

Shrimp Feast! The all-you-can-eat dinner
begins Sept. 25 at 6 p.m. in the Corron
Community Development Center at the
Middletown Campus. Browse and bid on
silent auction items prior to the start of the
live auction and brief program at 7 p.m.
Ticket Price: $40 per person ($20 of which
is tax-deductible). Ticket price includes
dinner and drinks. By attending the event
you are, in effect, having a terrific dinner as
well as making a $20 contribution to help
the Lord Fairfax Community College Educational Foundation provide funds to the
College for academic programs, athletic
programs, facility upgrades, equipment,
student scholarships and professional
development for employees. To purchase
tickets, please reply to this e-mail, visit the
event Web page http://www.lfccfoundation.
org/events/shrimp-feast.php or contact
Dave Urso at 540-868-4077.
TOWN OF FRONT ROYAL
Monday, September 13th, 7 p.m. at the
Government Center
Monday, September 27th, 7 p.m. at the
Government Center
COUNTY OF WARREN
Tuesday, September 7th, 9 a.m. at the
Government Center
Tuesday, September 21st, 7 p.m. at the
Government Center
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Old Hospital Apartments
Lisa Sullivan
1301 Front Royal Pike
Winchester, VA 22602
813-503-4183
Lisasullivan14@yahoo.com
Timothy Dorss CPA
110 Henrico Road
Front Royal, VA 22630
540-636-9272 Fax: 540-636-7237
tim@dorsscpa.com
www.dorsscpa.com
Little Rugratz Daycare
Linda Hassenplug
620 Virginia Avenue
Front Royal, VA 22630
540-622-8428 Fax: 540-622-8429
lhassenplug@yahoo.com
Ruiz McPherson Communications
128 W. Washington St.
Charles Town, WV 25414
703-798-2619
mayra@ruizmcpherson.com
www.ruizmcpherson.com
UPCOMING EVENTS
September 6
Chamber Closed
September 8
Ambassadors, 8:30 a.m.
at the Chamber
September 8
Education Committee,
1:30 p.m. at the Chamber
September 8
Business After Hours,
CBM Mortgage, 5:30 p.m. – 7 p.m.
September 9
Adult Leadership, Local
Government Day
September 14
Tradeshow Strategies
Seminar, 5:30 p.m. at the Chamber
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Ask Stewart
Dear Stewart,

Ask
Stewart

What living organism is the oldest
living thing on the earth, makes its
own food, adapts to temperature and
precipitation extremes, cleans the air
we breathe, helps protects the water
supply, adapts to its habitat, provides
shelter for wildlife, and often provides
food for you and me, BUT NEVER
MOVES AN INCH?
Just testing you,
A Teacher
Dear Teacher,
A “TREE” of course!!
Shame on you for testing me, a
squirrel, about Trees!! Since my tree
doesn’t have the room for groups and
I’m not good at public speaking, you
can learn how a tree does all that and
more by attending the “All About

Trees” class held by the FR/WC Tree
Stewards at the Warren County Government Center on Commerce Ave
starting on Tuesday, September 14th.
It consists of seven Tuesday evenings
from 7:00 to 9:00 pm and six Saturday morning sessions for field trips
and hands-on experience through
Oct. 26th. There is a charge of $50
which covers a course manual and
other study materials ($75 for couple
sharing materials). You may take individual classes for a cost of $7 each.
The instructors are both Front Royal
Warren County Tree Stewards and
ISA Certified Arborists, who bring
their expertise about trees to the
classes. In addition, the classes qualify for ISA Certified Arborists continuing education credits (CEU’s).
Light snacks will be provided (nuts at
every class!).
The participants learn to identify

and recognize some common tree
species; to understand the basics of
how and why trees grow and survive; to learn what are the latest accepted ‘best practices’ in caring for
trees; to begin to recognize threats to
the health of trees; and to appreciate
the importance of trees in cities and
towns.
The Front Royal/Warren County
Tree Stewards work to preserve the
diversity and good health of public community-owned trees. Upon
completion of the course, graduates
are invited, but not obligated, to become Tree Steward Interns and, after completing 25 hours of volunteer
service, are welcomed as fully Certified Tree Stewards. Please call Joan
at 540-636-7079 or Margaret at 540635-9930 to register.

Humane Society of Warren County

The Front Royal/Warren County Tree
Steward program has been in existence since 1997. With 24 certified
tree stewards and 7new interns, they
are volunteers dedicated to improving
the health of trees by providing educational programs, tree planting and care
demonstrations, and tree maintenance
assistance throughout the community. Through classroom training and
hands-on practice, Tree Stewards learn
the basics of tree biology and physiology, tree identification, planting, and
maintenance techniques. Tree Stewards make a commitment to improving
and protecting their community forest. Each month Steward will answer a
question from our readers. If you have
a questions regarding tree planting,
care or maintenance, please forward it
to “Stewart” in care of frwctreestewards@comcast.net and we may publish
it in a future issue.

Monday thru Sunday 10 am to 4 pm- Closed Wednesdays • 1245 Progress Drive, Front Royal, VA • 540-635-4734 • humanesocietywc@gmail.com

Please ask about our low cost spay and neuter program. Please be sure your pets at home are spayed/neutered
and up to date on vaccinations. Check out our other adoptable pets on

www.warrenco.petfinder.com

540 635-4734

Debbie is a spayed female 4
1/2 year old Rottie/Shepherd/
Collie mix. She knows sit and
lay down, and LOVES children. She is house trained.

Jake is a neutered male 2
year old Shepherd/Lab mix.
He is great with dogs, but
shys away from cats. He
knows sit and paw, and is
good on the leash.

Bear and Blackie are male and
female Lab/Chow mixes. They are
12 weeks old and have lots of puppy energy and cuteness!

Debbie’s ad sponsored by:

Jakes’s ad sponsored by:

Bear and Blackie’s ad sponsored by:

Martins Foods
409 South St.
Front Royal
540-635-2249

Wanda Snead
Property Management
Serving the area for 16 years
Sam Snead Realty
540-635-9753
SamSneadRealty.com

Pheonix is a neutered male
Beagle mix. He is 5 years old,
house trained, and good with
other animals.
Phoenix’s ad sponsored by:

Little Red Dog
Pet Services

1 FREE lesson w/adoption, call for info.

Andrea Coats
Certified Dog Trainer
540-551-0994

540-636-1640

marksonderproductions.com
(Yes! Mark has “Lucky”
the dog from the WCHS.)

If you are interested in adopting one of our dogs, the adoption fee is $145 and includes the spay/neuter, vaccinations, microchip, flea/tick treatment and deworming. Thank you for your support of the
Humane Society. With your help we have been able to place thousands of animals in good homes. Contact Alison @ 540-551-2072 if you would like to become a pet sponsor too!
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Friday, Sept. 3
Forecast for 22630 (92° |
63°)
1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Education Committee at the
Chamber’s Office.
2 p.m. - 4 p.m. Vino E
Formaggio Wine Tasting
at 124 E. Main St., Front
Royal.
Saturday, Sept. 4
Forecast for 22630 (76° |
54°)
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Warren
County Fair Flea Market at TheWarren County
Fairgrounds.
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Farmers
Market Main Street Front
Royal.
9 a. .m - 1 p.m. Front Royal Farmers Market at The
Town Commons, Downtown Front Royal.

BIRTHDAY, from pg 7
write an April Fools story about
the town selling the Shenandoah
River. I had a great picture of the
river with the caption “Future site
of the Great Shenandoah Trail.” A
lot of people believed it and we
got hammered. I still think it was
hysterical.
Much of our coverage of late
has centered around a $30 million lawsuit against the town and
three council members alleging
defamation of character and resulting loss of business by local
solar parts manufacturing company SolAVerde. Perhaps coincidentally in recent weeks we have
discovered that our reporter Roger Bianchini had been followed
for at least three weeks leading
up to a DIP arrest based on an
anonymous “tip” to police. Then
we discovered our old friend,
Councilman Sayre was seen
dropping off a copy of the $25
ticket Roger got at the Northern
Virginia Daily’s mailbox. If Roger

2 p.m. - 3 p. m. Library
Event at Samuels Public
Library Front Royal
Sunday, Sept. 5
Forecast for 22630 (78° |
54°)

FrVaToday.com

11 a.m. - noon Story Time County Fair Flea Market
at Samuels Public Library at Warren County FairFront Royal.
grounds.

Tueday Sept. 14

3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m. Cham- 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Farmers 12:30 p.m. - 1 p.m. Touron
Main ism Tuesdays on 95.3 ber Board Meeting at The Market
Chamber’s Office.
Street Front Royal.
the River radio station.

Thursday, Sept. 9
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Warren
County Fair Flea Market 10 a.m. - 11 a.m. Story
at The Warren County Time at Samuels Public
Fairgrounds.
Library Front Royal.

10 a.m. - 6 p.m. LVFD Annual Golf Tournament at
Blue Ridge Shadows Golf
Course.

10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Open
11 a.m. - noon Story Time House at The Front Royal
at Samuels Public Library Police Department.
LABOR DAY
Front Royal.
Noon - 7 p.m. Main Street
Tuesday, Sept. 7
3 p.m. - 7 p.m. Farmers Melodies on Main Street
Market on Main Street Front Royal.
12:30 p.m. - 1 p.m. Tour- Front Royal.
ism Tuesdays on 95.3 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. Summer
the River radio station.
Friday, Sept. 10
Concert at Royal Plaza
Shopping Center in Front
2 p.m. - 3 p.m. Ambassa- 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. Vino E For- Royal.
dor’s Club at The Cham- maggio Wine Tasting at
ber’s Office.
124 E. Main St.
Sunday, Sept. 12
Monday, Sept. 6

Wednesday, Sept. 8

ren Government Center.

7 p.m. - 7 p.m. BAR Meeting at County of Warren
Government Center Front
Royal.
Wednesday Sept. 15
10 a.m. - 11a.m. Story
Time at Samuels Public
Library Front Royal.
11 a.m. - noon Story Time
at Samuels Public Library
Front Royal.
7 p.m. - 8 p.m. Planning
Commission Meeting atCounty of Warren Government Center.

8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Warren
Thursday, Sept. 16
County Fair Flea Market
10 a.m. - 11 a.m. Story
Patriot Day
at Warren County Fair- 10 a.m. - 11 a.m. Story
Time at Samuels Public
grounds.
Time at Samuels Public
Library Front Royal.
7 a.m. - 7 p.m. Air Show at
Library Front Royal.
The Front Royal-Warren
Monday, Sept. 13
ever jay-walks on Main Street I’m
County Airport.
11 a.m. - noon Story Time
sure Tom will be there to capture
7 p.m. - 8 p.m. Council at Samuels Public Library,
it on his phone and forward it to
8
a.m.
4
p.m.
Warren
Meeting at County of War- Front Royal.
the feds and the Daily.
So as I look back on 4 years of
printing this newspaper, I am
pleased and proud. I am pleased
that you folks keep honoring us
by picking it up. And I am so very
proud of the hard work our staff
puts into each and every issue.
Publishing a newspaper is a lot
like my days of owning a restaurant. To be successful you have to
care about every plate that comes
out of the kitchen.
So despite the fact that people
are following us and a local politician is scouring the town trying
to dig up dirt on us to feed to a
thirsty daily competitor, I am
humbled and grateful that you
continue to read us.
But most important, I hope you
trust us. Because as I said in my
first sentence, this is indeed our
one hundredth attempt to tell the
truth in Front Royal and Warren
County.

Saturday, Sept. 11

Lucky Star

Front Royal’s

FAVORITE
MUSIC VENUE
Sept. 3 - Beer Taps

Lounge

Sept. 4 - CLOSED
Sept. 6 - CLOSED
Sept. 7 - No music tonight

Open
Monday
through
friday

at 11 AM
Saturday
at 1
Lunch and Dinner Specials
and Live Entertainment
Patio
Dining

Come
check out
our new
Spring &
Summer
menu!

Sept. 8 - No music tonight
Sept. 9 - No music tonight
Sept. 10 - CLOSED

Monday Night
Trivia at 8pm

Sept. 11 - CLOSED
Come join us for a great
time and great music
after the holiday week
is over!

Join us every
THURSDAY for
CRABCAKES!

205A East Main Street, Front Royal
540-635-5297
Visit us online at www.zen2go.net
or www.myspace.com/luckystarlounge
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