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Stink bugs

One last stand against the stench of decay
Late September heat brings a final assault against humanity

By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
That’s it!!! – I was going to ignore
their unanticipated return during
the three-day spell of mid-90 degree
weather until I found them EVERYWHERE!!!
Just when I thought they were gone
and forgotten, at least until next summer or thereabouts, there they were

in great numbers outside on screens,
windows, sliding French Doors, walls,
porch railings, anywhere – making
their way toward every crack in every
thing … leaving their distinct calling
card – THE SMELL!!!
I don’t know whether they are a
part of the international Chinese
Communist conspiracy to destroy, or
perhaps take over capitalism; a sign of
climate change and expanding habi-

tats for various kinds of netherworld
life forms; or a message of immediate
and negative Divine retribution for
our collective sins – and I don’t care.
I HATE THEM … and I’m not a hater
by nature … well, at least not until recently.
It wasn’t bad enough that they were
hanging out at every potential entrance to anything, ready too swoop in
and hang out inside, rather than out.
But PLEASE, in my dresser drawers,
in my shoes, in the car, and finally in
the arm of my sweatshirt – the one I
was wearing on Sept. 26, the day the
heat-wave broke – although he does
seem a little the worse for wear after
that abrupt end to the apparent last
ride of the season. You know who,
or what, I’m talking about – STINK
BUGS, hundreds of them, thousands
of them, perhaps millions if you poll
your neighbors.
Supposedly they don’t bite – unless
you’re a fruit or vegetable;
Supposedly they don’t have any
natural enemies – I guess the stink
tastes bad too;
I hear they are also immune to
pesticides – look on the bright side
of that one, at least we won’t poison
ourselves trying to get rid of them;
And according to experts, given the
opportunity they like to sunbathe …
Hey, maybe they aren’t really that different from us after all.
Anyway, with the late September
heat wave and their unanticipated
resurrection in these parts, who in
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this area hasn’t had a STINK BUG
conversation in the last couple of
weeks?
But talking about them is getting boring, so we decided to have a
conversation – not about, but with
a stink bug. Rather than crush him
out of fear and anger – we’ve learned
our lesson, it makes the stench worse
– or just toss them outside or down
the toilet, we spoke with one of the
last intruders of this season (hopefully) – the one I found in the arm of
my sweatshirt the last Sunday of September:
INTERVIEW:
Roger B - You know, you stink!
Stink Bug - What do you mean? You
don’t even know me. That’s quite an
arbitrary value judgment.
RB - No it isn’t - you stink, literally,
you smell bad.
SB - You humans are so egocentric.
Actually it’s you that have a rather
distasteful odor according to most of
us that occupy this planet.
RB - What do YOU mean? We wash.
We perfume. We cologne. We go
OUT of our way not to stink.
SB - Opinions are like, well, you
know. You just stink in more ways
that we could ever could. At least we
are consistent in our smell. We don’t
try to hide who or what we are and
exactly how that smells. We attract
each other and if that repels you, and
a few other annoying critters – well,
more power to us.
RB - Yeah, well that’s a lousy attitude
– and you still STINK!!!

SB - Hard for us to judge; we don’t
have noses per se. To paraphrase
your cartoon character Popeye the
Sailor Man, “We am what we am.”
RB - Well, what exactly is that? Where
are you really from and how come
you seem to be taking over America,
at least my corner of it?
At this point SB flew over to my
computer and accessed this online
information from Wikipedia:
Pentatomoidea is a superfamily of
insects in the Heteroptera suborder
of the Hemiptera order and, as such,
share a common arrangement of
sucking mouthparts. They are commonly referred to as shield bugs or
stink bugs. Shield bugs have glands
in their thorax between the first and
second pair of legs which produce
a foul smelling liquid. This liquid is
used defensively to deter potential
predators and is sometimes released
when the bugs are handled carelessly
(how do you handle them carefully,
one might ask). The distinctive smell
comes from aldehydes such as CH3–
(CH2)2–CH=CH–CHO.
The nymphs, similar to adults except smaller and without wings, also
have stink glands.
The nymphs and adults have piercing mouthparts which most use to
suck sap from plants, although some
eat other insects. When they group
in large numbers they can become
significant pests.
Other species that resemble Pentatomoidea insects are found in the
Coreoidea superfamily.

Stinkbugs normally appear during
the spring and summer months.
They are commonly eaten in Laos,
and are regarded as delicious due
to their extremely strong odor. The
insects are sometimes pounded together with spices and a seasoning
to prepare cheo, a paste mixed with
chillies and herbs. This is eaten as a
side dish with glutinous rice.
RB - No way!! A delicacy – no wonder Americans hate foreigners – their
processes are all messed up.
SB - You’ve never eaten anything
with Cilantro?
RB - What?
SB - Never mind.
RB - Don’t condescend me.
SB - Talk about stinking – you all
with your partisan political rhetoric
spewing your racial, ethnic and religious hatreds to justify your turn
toward corporate, neo-fascism and
profiteering from greed, corruption
and lies, who do you really think
stinks here?
RB - Mandy, can you come kill this
STINK BUG for me? He’s way out of
line for a bug.
MANDY - (without comment Mandy strolled over, opened a screenless
window, picked SB off my computer
table and tossed him out)
RB - Aren’t you afraid he’ll try to get
back in?
M - (she silently turned and left the
room, opened the front door and
fired three warning shots into the air
…)
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long time. I was very proud of our board of supervisors for having the fortitude to go forward
with this project in such bad economic times.” – BOS Chairman Archie Fox

County

Ground broken for new public safety facility
Sheriff ’s Office, Emergency Services/Fire & Rescue eager for move

Fire Chief Richard Mabie and Sheriff Daniel McEathron
were happy campers after the official groundbreaking for
the new Warren County Public Safety Building.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
On Sept. 22, just five weeks after
accepting a low bid of $10.55 million
from Harrisonburg-based Nielsen
Builders Inc., county officials gathered with engineer and contractor
representatives to break ground for
the long sought after – at least by two
people involved – Warren County
Public Safety Building.
Those two officials for whom the
project holds the most import were
easily identified from sporting the
broadest smiles on their faces as they

acknowledged the impending realization of a dream of expanded and
much needed administrative and
operational facilities for their departments. The facility will be located
on the hill northeast of Skyline Vista
Drive overlooking the Skyline High
School complex and Massanutten
Mountain to the west.
Kicking off the event, County Administrator Doug Stanley recounted
the path to the day.
“With the strong support of current and past members of the Board
of Supervisors we have set out each
year to address the need for upgrad-
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ing our facilities through our Capital
Improvements Program. The Public
Safety Building represents the next
facility in a commitment to provide
modern, efficient, convenient, safe
and secure facilities for the county
employees and the public they serve.
“Sheriff McEathron and Chief Mabie
have sat by patiently – okay, Chief
Mabie was patient,” Stanley joked
with a nod toward the sheriff whose
commitment helped propel the project toward fruition, even in a bad
economy, “and watched the Board of
Supervisors invest in the community’s future with the construction of
the Skyline and Warren County High
Schools, with the construction of our
beautiful new community library and
with the renovation of the former
Warren County High School into the
new middle school. It is now their
turn to have their needs addressed.
This is the next step in our Capital
Improvement Program. Thank you
for being patient – remember good
things come to those who wait.”
The time is now
But that wait is nearing an end
– and County Fire & Rescue Chief
Richard Mabie closed his remarks
with a plea to the contractor to bring
the project in on schedule for a December 2011 completion date – talk
about Christmas presents, guys!!
In fact after recounting the evolution of county emergency services in
general, a nearly giddy Chief Mabie
commented, “I am delighted to have
Renovated 3 bed,
1.5 bath townhome.
Fresh paint. New
carpet.
Laminate
floors in living room,
fenced back yard
& shed. Newer
windows & doors.
Central air & heating.
New appliances in
kitchen. Convenient
to park, hospital,
library & shopping.
No pets, credit
report required.

FOR $900/month
RENT!

been a part of this planning process
along with the building committee,
the county administrator, the sheriff,
and Moseley Architects for the public safety building. And with careful
planning from this group I will soon
have an office with a window (not to
mention a nice view, chief ), an office
not used for storage, as a mailroom,
a stockroom for PPE and breathing
apparatus – I will actually feel like a
real fire chief rather than a part-time

logistics officer. No really, with that
said we can’t wait to move in. This will
be a fantastic, state of the art facility
of which all Warren County citizens
will be proud. As the county grows,
so does the need for emergency services. And during this time both departments have grown significantly.
“When I came here in 1995 it was
essentially as a fire chief without a
department … Then a department
was developed bringing all stations
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“I do want to thank Doug (Stanley), Danny (McEathron) and Tony (Bell) and his staff at Moseley
Architects, and especially the board of supervisors for their decision to fund this project even
during these bad economic times.” – Fire & Rescue Chief Richard Mabie
under the county government. When
we moved into the renovated IGA
building with the county administration, and we had a two-office suite we
were in hog heaven. Since that time
we added a training officer and a cost
recovery officer to the staff and outgrew our space, eventually moving
the training office to Station 10.
“I do want to thank Doug (Stanley),
Danny (McEathron) and Tony (Bell)
and his staff at Moseley Architects,
and especially the board of supervisors for their decision to fund this
project even during these bad economic times,” Chief Mabie concluded of his gratitude for the expanded
space for his department.

doesn’t always happen in different
areas of the commonwealth.”
The sheriff also explained the impetus of what may have seemed impatience to some.
“The new public safety building
has been long needed to accommodate everything that we do with the
sheriff ’s office from space needs to
rooms specifically designed to meet
the needs of our deputies such as
Evidence Room, processing areas,
communications space, forensic specialized rooms, interview and interrogation rooms etc. This will be the

first time that the Sheriff ’s Office will
have a new building with the modern
and technical equipment necessary
for us to do our jobs and we will no
longer have to ask our staff to work
out of converted closets to do their
work.
“We have long out grown the space
in our current facility which is 7500
square feet … even though it was an
improvement when the county purchased the building in 1990. But it
really only met our needs for space,
not the specialized rooms we need
for some of the equipment we have

Goldizen, Riley & Co. Real Estate

Sheriff’s perspective
“It is a good day for the men and
woman that work for our offices and
will help us provide for our community for many decades,” Sheriff
McEathron said. “It didn’t happen
overnight but I do want to say the
willingness and dedication by all the
board of supervisors and the county
administrator to see this and other
projects through by working together
for one common goal that I think this
county has to be proud of as citizens
because our county government has
planned for ours and our children’s
futures with everything they have
done in this community and that

and the job that we do.”
We asked McEathron what would

become of his current facilities when
they are both finally abandoned by
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County
his office.
“The Regional Jail is slated to begin
construction in 2012 and be completed by 2014. Both the old Sheriff ’s
Office and County Jail will eventually be consumed by court expansion
sometime in the future according to
the 20-year Warren County facility
master plan,” McEathron told us.
Fiscal responsibility
Warren County Board of Supervisors Chairman Archie Fox commented on the county financial commitment and how it was made.
“I’m really delighted that this project is going forward now. I know it’s
been much needed for a long time. I
was very proud of our board of supervisors for having the fortitude to
go forward with this project in such
bad economic times.
“I think it’s especially good for our
county at this time that the project
will be paid for when it’s completed,”
Fox pointed out. “We have embarked
on a basic pay as you go philosophy
for capital improvement projects
for the last three or four years. And

of course we realize you can’t do all
projects that way. But to have a project of this magnitude accomplished
in that fashion is a plus.
“And the renovation of the old high
school to a middle school came in
under the estimated costs, so those
excess funds will be applied to this
project, and makes it possible to
have this project paid for entirely up
front.”
The entire project funding was broken down as listed below:
- Funds Available from Fund Reserve
(Special Projects FY09-FY11)
$981,576.56
- Funds Available for Public Safety Project /LAMS BB&T BOND
– WCMS renovations savings under
original estimate $7,507,148.45
- Funds Available from Twice-a-Year
Billing $6,961,113.50
While the total amount of available
funds cited above are considerably
more than the base construction bid
of $10.5 million, County Administra-

tor Stanley explained that other project costs are anticipated to reduce
the unused amount of available funds
to less than $300,000 ($266,850). Any
surpluses can simply be re-directed
to other needed projects or payments
that the supervisors approve.
Initial estimates as the project discussion was initiated about two years
ago were around $14 million. But like
the just completed WCMS renovation project actual costs came in
lower than initially anticipated due to
the increasingly competitive building
market during the national and international economic downturn. Moseley’s latest cost estimate was $10.81
million.
Acceptance of the bid officially set
the Public Safety Building project in
motion as of Aug. 26. Referencing
Moseley estimates on project parameters, a 426 calendar day timeframe
on base completion was projected,
with an additional 30 calendar days
to final completion. Utilizing those
numbers we calculated a December
2011 completion date – like we said,
Christmas for two crucial county departments.
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Community

Glass Slipper Project dresses kids up for the prom

Jackie Jenkins, Pam Waters and Tara Smith display
one of the prom dresses and “glass slippers”.
By Carol Ballard
Warren County Report
All dressed up with nowhere to
go, or not dressed up with some-

where to go?
If Cinderella had a Fairy Godmother, Warren County students
certainly deserve one too.
In fact they have three. Pam Wa-

O

ters, Tara Smith and Jackie Jenkins
have co-created the Glass Slipper
Project in order to give a helping hand to Warren County’s high
school students who want to go to
the prom, but may not have everything they need for it.
The three women were sitting in
a conference room at the Office of
Special Services at 209 W. Criser Rd.
Their enthusiasm lit up the room.
Waters was busy hemming a beaded blue satin dress. She said that a
lucky girl’s step-mom had asked for
help because they couldn’t afford a
new one. When the student came
in to see it, she said she wanted it to
be a mini. Waters, who learned the
craft from her mother, got out her
needle and thread and brought up
the hemline.
Their appeal to the community has
brought unexpected results.
“We are touched by the community’s response, it’s just incredible,” said Tara Smith, social worker
with Warren County Public School
system and one of the ‘Fairy Godmothers’. “We have in excess of 100
dresses right now,” she added with a
big smile.
And students who don’t need their
help are also enthusiastic. High
school and college students called

because they heard about the project and wanted to assist. They’ve
volunteered to make posters and

organize the colorful, sequined and
beaded dresses which are hanging
in a special closet in the facility.
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“There are so many dresses, just
when they get them all organized,
they have to come back and organize them again,” said Pam Waters,
retired Warren County Schools
Special Education teacher. “It’s a joy
to see the generous spirit of young
people. They often get a very bad
rap, but they are wonderful people,
and they do care a lot about each
other,” she added.
Smith said, “Businesses and individuals have also been something
special. We’ve had responses from
newspaper ads and word of mouth,
but response from word of mouth
was first. Some people have just
shown up at the Special Services
office to donate.”
“Everybody wants to be able to
make it possible,” said Jenkins.
People of all ages, including older
women and some children have
brought in accessories like jewelry, shoes, purses, shawls as well as
clothes and shoes for men. Most of
the donated dresses are clean but
some of them have had to be drycleaned.  And although clean is

preferable, they don’t want that to
stop someone from bringing them
in. “Also,” Jenkins said, “all sizes are
welcome, it’s important that there
will be something for everybody.
Many of the donated dresses are
from wedding parties and one red
dress was ordered for a bridesmaid
and the wedding never happened.
Quite a few were bought for formal
affairs and were worn only once.
Any kind of dressy formal wear is
welcome.
The main objective of the Glass
Slipper Project is to make going to
the prom possible for everyone, including the boys, who often think
they must wear tuxedos.
“That’s not actually the case. They
just need to look nice – tux’s are
hard to come by and also expensive. We just want the guys to look
elegant as well as the girls,” said
Waters.
‘We are so impressed with the
people {who donated} Sometimes
people don’t think of this as a need,
but we want to make the kids’ high
school experience special,” said

Waters. “The Senior year is very
expensive anyway and that’s what
we’re here for,” she added.
The project unfolded because one
of their daughters was talking about
how expensive the whole prom evening had become. Smith said, “She
was saying how in these times it
could cause families tremendous
stress. Some couldn’t afford all of it
and kids wouldn’t be able to come.”
“So we talked to vendors and private people and many volunteered
to give something. A Mary Kay
distributor and several hair dressers will be helping on the day of
the prom, or “Fluff Day” as it was
named by Waters’ daughter, said
Jenkins.
Six weeks prior to the prom there
will be an advertisement in the
papers and school guidance counselors will also let students know
about the distribution site and day.
That will give any Warren County
student who expresses a need a
chance to see what is available and
to make other arrangements if they
can’t find something there.

Community
They’re not sure how many students will want help, and are waiting until all students have been
informed, but they are hoping to
meet the need. “We’re extremely
excited and hoping for the best - to
be a part of the kids’ future. It’s for
them and us. They can take something with them now and maybe
give something back later. I’m so
glad,” said Jenkins.
Since it’s the first year, there won’t
be enough outfits to be available
for Homecoming, but the organizers hope to do that next year. Also,
the donation site will be moving to
the former middle school in about
a month, they said. But things can
still be brought to the special ser-

Who Says Homes
Aren’t Selling?
Ken Evans

540-683-9680
kenevans@mris.com

GOT PAIN?
NEED MORE ENERGY?
TROUBLE SLEEPING?
JOIN US OCT 9th (Booth #156 in front of 1st Citizen’s Bank)
FRONT ROYAL’S FESTIVAL OF LEAVES
FREE DEMONSTRATION OF LIFEWAVE PATCHES
See how your pain can be reduced or even eliminated in a matter of minutes – without drugs or anything entering your body – with LifeWave PAIN
PATCHES. Once you’re convinced they work, get a trial pack for only
$20.
Purchase a trial pack of our SLEEP PATCHES for only $15 and enjoy up to
9 nights of restful sleep without drugs or their nasty side effects.
Try a pack of ENERGY PATCHES for only $20 and begin to really enjoy
your life, with more energy and stamina – all without stimulants.
Also available: patches to CONTROL your APPETITE; DETOX your
body; and REJUVENATE your CELLS (anti-aging).
All of our products are safe and effective, whether you’re using them
for yourself, your horse, dog, cat or other animal.
If you can’t make it on the 9th, or if you want more information about these
amazing products, call your local Independent LifeWave Distributor

TRISH WILSON at 540 636-8080
email trish22630@comcast.net
visit our website at www.whynotfeelbetter.com

vices office until then. If the items
need to be picked up, Pam Waters
will arrange it.
Donations are definitely still
needed. Call Pam Waters at 540635-1256 or e-mail at 1waters@
embarqmail.com
Special thanks were given to
Carol Lucking, Site Director for
the National Counseling Group,
Angel’s Corner and Crooked Run
and Royal Palace Dry Cleaners who
donated bags and hangars. New to
You Consignment Store gave more
than 60 dresses, jewelry, men’s coats
and pants and shoes. Diane Hawkin
and other Mary Kay representatives
have offered to donate products.

Sharon Cales

540-683-1370
sharoncales@earthlink.net

Interest rates at a 56 year low!
Listing inventory rises. It’s the best
home buyers market in decades.
Don’t miss out! Call us today! We
still have $0 down payment
and $0 closing cost
loans available!
Weichert Realtors
824 John Marshall Hwy
Front Royal, VA 22630
Lis. in Virginia & West Virginia, USA
540-683-9680 Direct • 540-683-1370 Mobile
See all the homes listed for sale in our area at:

www.WarrenHomes.info

It’s the best home BUYERS market in decades. Let us show you how to
get the best deal on the market & Oh, by the
way, who do you know that may need help with
buying or selling a home? Please send us their
names and numbers so we can help them too.
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“It is a sad day in the Town of Front Royal. Because of petty politics, jealousy and a desire to undo
the progress the Town of Front Royal has made over the past four years, the Town Council voted
to terminate Mike Graham’s contract.” – former Vice Mayor Bret Hrbek

Town government

Post-election coup completed – Graham FIRED
Holloway, Lauder, Tharpe form 3-2 majority to oust town manager

Hollis Tharpe, left, quickly became like-minded with Graham foes, including Chris Holloway, right, following May
2010 town election.

Mike Graham reacts emotionally to the overwhelming show
of public support during Nov. 23, 2009, council meeting at
which the initial effort to oust him ran aground against
public scrutiny. WHOA - Nov. 23, Nov. 22 ...
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
The announcement came in a
tersely worded press release around
10:30 a.m., Tuesday, Sept. 28:
“The Town of Front Royal Town
Council voted last night to terminate
the contract of Town Manager, J. Michael Graham.
“At this time the Council has decided
to move in a different direction.
“The Mayor and Council would like
to thank Mr. Graham for his service
to the community, the citizens, and

the staff and wishes him well in his
future endeavors.”
It took exactly 10 months, 2-and-ahalf weeks to accomplish what now
Vice Mayor Chris Holloway and a
block within the Front Royal Town
Council and who knows where else,
set out to do – fire Front Royal Town
Manager Michael Graham.
The first aborted effort to remove
Graham, signed on to by Holloway,
Carson Lauder and Tom Sayre in a
termination document circulated by
Town Attorney Tom Robinett without the knowledge of the mayor or

683-4226
Specializing in
Older Homes.
EPA
Certified

full council, occurred on Nov. 9,
2009.
Forty-two-and-a-half weeks later,
following a routinely scheduled performance review on Sept. 27, 2010,
in the wake of earlier ones survived
by both Robinett and Council Clerk
Jennifer Berry, a five-member council, with Tom Sayre absent, voted to
fire Graham. The motion to terminate Graham effective immediately
was made by Hollis Tharpe. Holloway and Lauder then joined Tharpe
in voting Graham out.
Shae Parker and Tom Conkey opposed the termination.
“Mike has been really good for this
community. His leadership will be
sorely missed. My job now is to help
the council move the town forward,”
Conkey told us.
Parker declined comment and referred us to the Mayor (see below
“Mayor’s perspective” subheader and
related story).

CCR

115 South Street • Front Royal

JKI

JIM
KENNEY
INSURANCE

Marine Corp Veteran

WE BUY USED CARS!!!
Ready to sell your nice used vehicle?
Give us a chance to bid on it.
We pay market value.

(540) 635-2156
www.JEChevy.com

B) 540-636-4692
C) 540-671-3465

HOME ~ AUTO
LIFE ~ HEALTH

The absent Sayre claimed a “housing security issue” with a daughter
at George Mason University caused
him to miss the Sept. 27 meeting.
While Sayre declined more detailed
comment on questions about the
nature of that housing issue, stating
they were personal in nature, the trip
to GMU’s Fairfax campus certainly
allows the councilman to say, much
as Pontius Pilate once did about another “termination” – “My hands are
clean of this thing.”
Regarding the possibility of a vote
on Graham’s future at that night’s
meeting, Sayre told us by e-mail, “To

We are looking for nice, clean cars and trucks.

Licensed
and
Insured
Free Estimates!

Crow County Restorations

Robb Crow
Owner

The set up

answer your latest question about
Mr. Graham: ‘I knew it was a possibility.’ ”
Information obtained by this paper
indicates Sayre’s “security issue” was
likely the lack of a lock on one of his
daughter’s dorm room doors. George
Mason University’s Registrar’s Office
told us most students returned to
campus in mid-August and classes
began this semester on Aug. 24.
In response to a request to verify
or deny the above information, Sayre
sent us a hostile statement accusing
us of printing “false and misleading
material about me even when you
know the truth to be otherwise”.
Well, actually we were trying to get
the truth from the horse’s mouth to
allow the public to judge the validity
of the reason for his absence on Sept.
27, leading to a 3-2 vote to terminate
the town manager.
However, rather than answer a direct question and confirm or deny
why he missed a meeting he knew
might include a vote on the future
of the town manager, Sayre chose to
accuse this reporter of appearing to
have “poor information, bad facts”
and attempting to “fabricate a story”
though he did not specify any portion of our above-cited information
as being inaccurate.
The unexpected – at least to everyone not directly involved, whether
they were there or not – firing of
Graham had all the trappings of a
classic conspiracy that altered another governmental apparatus about

9 Commerce Avenue • Front Royal, VA 22630

SAVE $$$$$$$$$

540-635-9007 ~ 121 E. 2nd Street, Front Royal, VA

If we don’t already have your auto insurance,
let us quote it, we could save you money!!!
All companies rated A or better by AMBEST • Many companies to choose from

jimkenneyinsurance.net
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“During the campaign I asked whether or not the citizens wanted the same-old, same-old council
… I truly believe the citizens spoke volumes at the polls when I was elected to serve them. They
showed they favored change and now change is on the way.” – Councilman Hollis Tharpe
70 miles to our east:
· Was Happy Creek Supervisor Tony
Carter’s unusual appearance before council earlier that evening the
equivalent of the “umbrella man” in
Dealy Plaza on Nov. 22, 1963 (JFK assassination, you non-history buffs)?
Umbrella up – the hit is a GO! Carter
is neither chair or vice chair of the
Warren County Board of Supervisors, so not normally in line to speak

for the county on matters of mutual
interest as he did that Monday night;
· One obvious suspect (Sayre) is
elsewhere, creating diversion and an
alibi;
· The “hit” was not witnessed by
the public, nor a media lulled into
complacency by the quiet before the
storm (guilty, guilty, guilty) as the
seemingly routine closed session
performance review began … and the

limo turned slowly onto Elm and into
Dealy Plaza as the crowd cheered
and we rushed to the Dallas Trade
Mart for the president’s soon-to-bedelivered speech;
· And it didn’t seem there were
enough “shooters” in place – because
not only was Sayre absent, but didn’t
Hollis Tharpe tell us in May he was a
candidate for healing and not firing
(on) anyone???

Town government
Altered perspective
Tharpe was elected on May 4 and
took office on July 1. One day after
the May 4 election we asked Tharpe
if he was in fact, the fourth vote to

oust Graham, as had been rumored
during the campaign. It should be
noted that Tharpe replaced one of
Graham’s biggest council supporters,
Bret Hrbek.
Speaking to us from his ice cream
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Town government
truck in front of Skyline High School
for a special teacher appreciation
event on May 5, Tharpe replied that
he did not believe anyone needed to
be fired and that rather, council and
town staff just needed to start working together.
What a difference three months in
office must make.
Fortuitously, we caught up with
Tharpe on our way into town hall
the morning after, shortly before our
News at Noon radio appearance to
discuss Graham’s firing with WZRV
News Director Mario Retrosi and
former Vice Mayor Hrbek. Halting
our rush toward the School Book
Depository, we mean the Front Royal
Town Hall’s second floor, we stopped
to ask Tharpe what had altered his
stance about staff and council learning to work together, rather than
merely function as targets for dueling
political and/or personal agendas.
“I knew somebody was going to ask
me something [about that],” Tharpe
commented as he pulled a handwritten statement from his shirt pocket.

“During the campaign I asked
whether or not the citizens wanted
the same-old, same-old council and
the way it’s doing business. I truly
believe the citizens spoke volumes at
the polls when I was elected to serve
them. They showed they favored
change and now change is on the
way,” Tharpe stated.
But I thought you said you weren’t
in for that kind of abrupt and divisive
change?
And Hollis, weren’t you part of that
same-old, same-old council that did
what it wanted no matter what the
public said that collectively got the
boot over the riverside Wal-mart issue in 2004?
You don’t think those who don’t
learn from the past are doomed to
repeat its mistakes, do you?
Perhaps coincidentally like Sayre,
Tharpe, Holloway and Lauder are
now members of the Warren County
Republican Committee. In successive months following the May town
election both Tharpe and Holloway
joined the local Republicans. Lauder

SKYLINE RIDERS HORSE & PET 4H CLUB
HORSE

SHOW

Sunday, October 17, 2010

If Rain: Show to be held in barn
Start time: 10:00 a.m.
$4 per class or $20.00 all day
Trophies for divisions and costume class Spooky trail class
open from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
19 Fun filled classes throughout the day
Junior Division: 9-13 Senior Division: 14-19 Adult: 20 and over
7URSKLHVIRUGLYLVLRQV5LEERQVWRWKSODFH7URSK\IRUFRVWXPHFODVV
Helmets required for 19 and under
Current negative coggins within 12 months
%ULQJ\RXURZQZDWHU3HWVRQOHDVKRQO\
Burgers, hotdogs, drinks and Bake sale items for sale
SKYLINE RIDERS DRILL TEAM TO OPEN SHOW
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“Mr. Tharpe, who initiated the termination vote, was thrown off the council in 2004 by irate citizens who objected to building a Wal-mart in a flood plain and across from a school – apparently
he hasn’t learned.” – town citizen Tina Hobson
said he joined about two years ago
around the time he was elected to his
current term. What could it mean?
Who knows? Politics, as they say,
especially married to unbridled ego
gratification and blinkered self justification certainly makes for strange

bedfellows – even right here in River
City.
Ironically of course, Hrbek and
Tewalt are also recent county Republican Committee members and Graham himself has told us he has traditionally been a Republican, if not a

local committee member.
A citizen perspective
Apparently we aren’t the only ones
who remember history – not to mention the impact of low voter turnouts

The “Classics” of Country
Music can be found on

Your Hometown Station for over
60 Years is proud to be the
home of all the Country Classics.
Johnny Cash, Reba McEntire, Garth Brooks,
Willie Nelson, Waylon Jennings, Patsy Cline, Alabama,
George Jones, Barbara Mandrell, Tammy Wynette, Mickey
Gilley, Ronnie Milsap, George Strait,
Merle Haggard, Johnny Paycheck, Dolly Parton,
Marty Robbins, Kenny Rogers, The Oak Ridge Boys,
Alan Jackson, Mel Tillis, Tanya Tucker, Eddie Rabbitt, Charlie
Pride, The Judds, Vince Gill, Hank Williams, Jr., Conway
Twitty, Randy Travis, Crystal Gayle,
and many more!

The home of the award winning News at Noon and
The Valley Today Programs, the best music, local
news, up-to-date weather with local meteorologist
Kemp Miller, Warren County and
Skyline High School sports…

It’s all right here!!
Serving Front Royal and Warren County since 1948
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“Right now all I’m trying to do is get a handle on my responsibilities and make sure that all departments continue to provide a high level of service. As for considering [the town manager’s job]
on a permanent basis that will come at a later date.” – Interim Town Manager Steve Burke
in May elections.
“I believe the vote by the council to
terminate our popular town manager
is a testament to the ignorance and
arrogance of the council members,”
retired US Energy Department official and town resident Tina Hobson
wrote us. “Mr. Tharpe, who initiated
the termination vote, was thrown
off the council in 2004 by irate citizens who objected to building a
Wal-mart in a flood plain and across
from a school – apparently he hasn’t
learned.

“With town residents numbering
14,500, guess how many folks voted
for these insensitive representatives?
In 2008 Mr. Lauder received 864
votes and Mr. Holloway 843 votes.
Mr. Tharpe, the new team leader,
was voted in by a hefty 891 votes a
few months ago. Because our elections are in May and not November
to coincide with county, state, and
national elections, you can win if you
have enough cousins, or club buddies. You don’t really need to represent the interests of the town. Both

2010

ADULT EDUCATION /GED CLASS

WARREN COUNTY
Official Practice Test is August 7 & September 11
at 9:00 AM at Lord Fairfax Community College.
Walk-ins Welcome on Space Available Basis

• Blue Ridge Technical Center
280 Luray Avenue
(next to old Warren County High School)
Sept. 13, 14, 16, 6:00 pm Registration / Pre-test / Orientation

the council and the month they are
elected in need to be changed,” Hobson, a past vocal supporter of both
Graham and the original solar power
idea, concluded.
What, me worry?
Shortly after our radio appearance
Mayor Tim Darr confirmed that town
Director of Environmental Services
Steve Burke had been named interim
town manager. Our initial efforts to
reach Burke, Graham and Darr in the
wake of the Tuesday morning press
release announcing Graham’s termination were unsuccessful.
Reached later, Darr confirmed all

Town government
behind closed doors with town staff
and department heads discussing the
immediate future of town government in the wake of the firing of the
town manager. Burke, whose position
used to be called Director of Public
Works, will certainly have his hands
full wearing those two hats. But as
Mad Magazine’s figurehead Alfred E.
Neuman was fond of saying, “What,
me worry?”
Lauder told us he agreed Burke, indeed, had a full plate before him essentially heading three town departments, engineering which he carried
into his current public works position, and the town manager’s. – “I
hope he can handle it,” Lauder said.

A career you can count on.

Not personal

As a State Farm agent, you run your business your way and have the chance to earn a
great living. With so many unknowns in life, your career shouldn’t be one of them.
®

BECOME A STATE FARM AGENT.

statefarm.com/careers

Learn more: Melicca Lerman
Agency Recruiter
(434)872-5423 or (800)727-0255
Melicca.Lerman.NOBD@statefarm.com
An Equal Opportunity Employer

PO97075

State Farm, Bloomington, IL

the help of his environmental services staff to step up and take on more
responsibilities during the coming
period of added duties. “I plan to balance my time as best I can and ask
my staff at DES to step up as well.”
We asked Burke if he would consider applying for the town manager’s
job without the “interim” tag on it.
“Right now all I’m trying to do is
get a handle on my responsibilities
and make sure that all departments
continue to provide a high level of
service. As for considering [the town
manager’s job] on a permanent basis
that will come at a later date. I’m not
really thinking in those terms now.
– It definitely is going to be interesting,” Burke concluded of juggling the
responsibilities of the town manager
and public works (environmental
services) departments.

Lauder also told us he viewed the
decision to terminate Graham on
professional, rather than personal
standards. “It was a difficult decision
based on my business instincts,” said
the Lauder family cole slaw king. “It
is not anything personal with Mike.

SPECTACULAR HOMES, AMAZING VIEWS!

• Samuels Public Library
330 E. Criser Road
(Students may also register for this class at BRTC at times listed above)
Sept. 14 & 16,10:00 am Registration / Pre-test /Orientation
Must be 18 or older to participate/Northern Shenandoah Valley Adult Education

667-9744 or 800-435-5945
www.needmyged.org

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 2
Acres. 3 Sided Fireplace.
Spacious Rooms. Huge
Unfinished Basement.

540-869-2004
Here’s just a few of
Prosperity
Landscaping’s
recent projects
Some of the services
offered:
• Landscape design
and installation
• Patios, walkways,
and walls of all types
• Planting of trees and
shrubs
• Grading, sod and
seeding
• Lot clearing and
clean up
We are experts in overlaying concrete stoops and replacing old
concrete sidewalks with beautiful, maintenance free pavers.

4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths,
3.5 Acres. Immaculate
Condition. Detached Metal
Workshop. Pool and other
Amenities

Sue Kinyon & Jeff Springfield, Realtors
510 N. Royal Avenue – Front Royal, VA 22603
Sue’s Cell: 683-1014 Office: 622-6353 Jeff’s Cell: 551-2245
Sue: suekinyon@mris.com Jeff: jeff@jeffsellsvirginia.com

www.prosperitylandscaping.com
P.O. Box 789 • Stephens City, VA 22655

4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, 2
Acres. Fully Finished Basement with Office. Open
Floor Plan. Detached Garage

NOW
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DVD

Coming
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Many Movies are NOW EXCLUSIVES and WILL NOT be Available to Rent through
Other Services for WEEKS

Get it HERE, GET IT NOW

Thousands of Movies to Rent, Hundreds for SALE
Over 1,000 DVD’s to RENT for only for only .99 or 3 for 5 Days for $5.

SHENANDOAH VIDEO
FRONT ROYAL
beside Martins

STRASBURG
beside Subway

WOODSTOCK
beside Wal-mart

For his part Burke said he would seek It was entirely based on the way I felt
www.shenandoahvideo.formovies.com

three had been involved in meetings
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“It was a difficult decision based on my business instincts. It is not anything personal with Mike
… I view this as council and staff coming off the starting line at the same time and reaching the
finishing line as a team.” – Councilman Carson Lauder on his termination vote
related interview with Mayor Darr).
“My job as the mayor is to try to work
together with the council, voice the
council’s concerns. Like I said, I met
with Mike today. We had a very good
conversation. It went well. I wish him
well. I hope he does well in his future
endeavors. I think he will. He plans
on staying here in Front Royal and
becoming an active member of the
community.”
Graham bids adieu

Uh oh, one councilman’s absence on Sept. 27 raised alarm
bells with at least one person present - Michael Graham.
things were being operated out of the
town manager’s office. I view this as
council and staff coming off the starting line at the same time and reaching
the finishing line as a team (do I hear
two of them kicking and screaming
across that line?). I want things to be
open and honest and done in a timely
fashion.”
Responding to a question, Lauder
said he did not to intend his answer
to indicate he believed Graham was
not honest, but rather that he simply
was seeking better communications
between other town staff, council
and the town manager’s office.
Mayor’s perspective
The mayor told us he invited Graham to attend the staff meetings the
day after and that the ousted town
manager had been gracious and upbeat in wishing his former colleagues
well.
“Like I said, I spoke with Mike today (Sept. 28). I had a lot of concerns
about it. It wasn’t the most pleasant
thing I’ve ever had to do in my life.
But he actually told me to relax a
little bit – it was apparently worrying
me more than it was worrying him.
And I don’t know – I do agree with
the fact we need some changes. The

HOUSE FOR RENT

FRONT ROYAL

2-BR, HUGE MB,
1 Bath, Lg enclosed
porch, River Access,
Sec.8 accepted

$825 A MONTH

941-276-0136

council has decided what changes we
need, not me as a mayor, and I support their changes.”
Support before or after the fact?
We pressed the mayor on his personal stance on the immediate and potentially costly removal of the town
manager.
“In order to try and get the group
to work together I don’t know if it is
advisable for me to [respond],” Darr
hedged a tad, perhaps with an eye
on River City political realities (see

Graham later told us he could not
comment on details of his ouster
but acknowledged he worked at the
pleasure of council and the mayor.
“Council has decided to move in a
different direction. They are honoring their obligation to me. I had a
great time with the town. The staff
was great and I enjoyed myself.”
According to former Vice Mayor
Bret Hrbek during our joint appearance to discuss Graham’s ouster on
WZRV’s The News at Noon from its
Tuesday remote location at the East
Main Street Daily Grind the day after, Graham’s sudden termination
will be costly to the town and its
taxpayers. Hrbek explained that the
termination within six months of an
election added six months, to a total
of 18 months, to Graham’s sever-

DISPOSE SAFELY
of your old or expired
prescriptions and medications

Medication Disposal Day
Thursday, October 21, 4–7 p.m.

Warren Memorial Hospital
Outpatient Center
120 North Commerce Avenue in Front Royal
Community residents can bring any old,
expired or unused medications and drive up to
drop them off for safe disposal.
A community service brought to you by the Warren County
Sheriff’s Office in partnership with Warren Memorial Hospital

For more information, call 540-636-0396

ance package. At the end of his fourplus years here Graham was making
$134,000 per year.
“So if they had just waited a couple
of months the taxpayers would have
been relieved of a little bit of that [financial] burden. And there will be a
couple months reprieve as they try to
find a new town manager but there
will be a big liability to the [town]
balance sheet,” Hrbek said.

As I responded to that information
on the radio, that seems a pretty cavalier financial attitude by a council
majority that has just requested the
county to cover its share of an anticipated $126,000 in Phase 2 Catlett
Mountain landfill cleanup and engineering expenses due to a stated desire to not dip further into its reserve
funds after borrowing over $600,000
from Enterprise Fund reserves to

Engle’s Angle: “With Love and Thanks”
By Kevin S. Engle
Warren County Report
I lost my dad a few days
ago. He would’ve been 82 next
week.
He was always there for me.
When I played baseball as a little kid, I knew he and my mother
would be there, cheering me on,
and they were. When I was a
teenager and my mother got
sick, he did his best to work full
time and take care of us, even if
it meant Eggo® Waffles for dinner one night. My brother and I
still joke about that. Before the
start of my sophomore year in
college, he rode with me from
Pennsylvania to North Carolina
just because I asked him to. I
doubt he wanted to go, but he
came along for the ride. Why?
Because that’s what good dads
do. Even as I got older, he was
always more concerned about
his two boys and their families
than anything else.
My dad taught me much in my
47 years, and probably more if
I would’ve paid closer attention.
He was slow to anger. When he
did get mad, which wasn’t all that
often, it would pass as quickly as
the snap of a finger.
When I complained how long it
took me to get rid of the leaves in
my yard every fall, he suggested
I use a tarp to drag them into the
woods. That inexpensive blue
tarp has saved me tons of time
over the last few years. I smile
and thank him every time I use
it. Over the next few weeks, as
I tackle that yearly chore, I’m
sure the leaves won’t be the only
thing falling. I expect some tears
will be as well.
He called almost every Sunday
night. I didn’t always answer the
phone if I didn’t feel like talking,
but I could always depend on
that call.
Even when his legs bothered
him and he couldn’t get around
all that well, he’d say otherwise.
“How are you doing Dad?”

“Pretty good,” was the standard reply, not wanting me to
worry. I wanted to believe him,
even when my eyes told me otherwise.
“Do you need anything?” he’d
ask, always wanting to make
sure I was ok. Why? Because
that what good dads do.
These last six weeks have
been tough. Special thanks to
some amazing nurses who took
super care of him. Jessie and
Amy in the Intensive Care Unit
were great, as was Becky on the
fifth floor. And Julie and Randy
from five even stopped to see
him when he was moved up to
seven. And Maria, Lori and Sam
on seven were also fantastic. I
was truly impressed and amazed
at how caring these folks were.
It was a pleasure to watch them
work and take care of my dad.
My dad had great friends and
relatives too. His lifelong buddy
Bill and girlfriend Gwen who
came to see him everyday. All of
his morning McDonald’s friends.
His cousin Tess and her husband
Don who regularly stopped by
the hospital. His neighbor Shirley who got his mail and kept an
eye out for him. His other neighbors who respected his independence but still made sure he was
alright. And most especially, his
cousin Hattie Jean who was always there for him.
I didn’t always know what to
say to my dad. The words didn’t
always come easy. But I loved
him. And people say I got my
sense of humor from him. He
always had a funny story to tell,
even if you weren’t sure whether
to believe him or not. I’ve been
known to do the same thing on
occasion.
Thanks Dad. And thanks to everyone who watched out for him,
took care of him and was there
for him. We’ll all miss you.
kevinengle456@comcast.net
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“And I don’t know – I do agree with the fact we need some changes. The council has decided what
changes we need, not me as a mayor, and I support their changes.” – Mayor Tim Darr

balance the current town budget.
Another ousted voice
“I’m highly disappointed in the
town council right now,” Hrbek told
the WZRV radio audience. “I think
there was a misreading of the election, what Councilman Tharpe just
said (above quoted remarks). I believe it was about getting along. There
was a perception there was a lot of
infighting. The mayor (Tewalt) and I
were the victims or casualties of that.

But I think we can see that it continues on. Councilman Conkey and
Councilman Parker have been ostracized now from the rest of council
(both Conkey and Parker have told
this reporter there are periods when
two councilmen will not even speak
to them). And it’s essentially flipped
over who is in control of the reigns
of council. It is no longer those who
were supportive of Mike and who
wanted to see the town attorney go.
But now it’s flipped over – the town
attorney is protected and the town

manager has been terminated.”
Hrbek also took on coverage of
Graham’s termination by the media
source that fueled a pre-election perception of council dysfunction centered on the town manager and his
supporters.
“I also want to point out that the
Northern Virginia Daily’s article that
just came out about this is trying to
spin this as being about bribery on
the solar issue. I think that is farthest
from the truth here. The knives have
been out for Mike from the beginning, since he was hired. I remember
having a conversation with Supervisor Carter before [Graham] was
hired and he was indicating that it
was not a good idea to bring someone in from the outside because they
don’t know how to do it the way all
the bureaucrats do it. So the knives
have been out, they’ve been trying to
get rid of him and now they’re trying to spin it so that it’s about the
[so-called] bribery and that’s furthest
from the truth.
“Mike has been a great leader for
this town,” Hrbek added. “He’s finished a lot of projects that have been
sitting idle for the town for many
years … the paving that’s going on,
the completed developments, the
efficiency he’s brought to our government. When we hired him, and I
was one of the proponents of hiring
him four years ago, we were going to
bring someone in from the private
sector who was going to apply the
free market principals of a business
to a government. And he’s done that.
He’s rearranged the staff positions
and he’s done a very good job.”
Apparently not all agreed with
Hrbek’s assessment of the advisability of bringing private sector accountability and efficiency to municipal
governmental bureaucracy.
Hrbek later added to his on the air
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Town government
remarks.
“It is a sad day in the Town of Front
Royal. Because of petty politics, jealousy and a desire to undo the progress
the Town of Front Royal has made
over the past four years, the Town
Council voted to terminate Mike
Graham’s contract. I am ashamed
of the actions of three members of
the council who have had their sites
set on Mike since they first were
elected. They should be ashamed.
I think it is wrong to fire someone
who has done so much for the town.
Mike Graham will be a very difficult
person to replace. This was very political and … I applaud Councilmen
Conkey and Parker for standing firm
for Mike,” Hrbek stated.
Troubled history
While several councilmen and the
mayor have denied any connection
to Graham’s firing and peripheral issues such as the largely aborted solar
energy project, it must be noted that
two of those who voted to remove
him, Holloway and Lauder, are codefendants in the $30-million solar
lawsuit against the town, as is the absent Sayre.
Tensions between those three and
the town manager escalated as the
solar power partnership proposal
generated by local businessman Greg
Horton and partners Willi Lauterbach and Donnie Poe in the summer
of 2009 proceeded into the fall of
last year. Graham was the source of
the idea to expand a solar panel on
government buildings proposal into
something grander, a public-private
partnership to produce, use and sell
solar power through the town’s electrical grid.
However that notion, perhaps reflecting the private business sector
side of Graham that a previous coun-

cil hired him to bring to the town
government, ran afoul of Holloway,
Lauder and Sayre almost from the
start.
Despite public pronouncements
to the contrary, that proposal was
fought from a variety of angles by the
trio of now individual council defendants in the SolAVerde lawsuit. At
various points since October 2009,
all have heaped criticism on Graham
for a variety of things from thus far
unsubstantiated allegations of secret
meetings with solar officials; whose
New York City office a council-approved meeting with potential private sector solar investors and the
town manager and then Mayor Eugene Tewalt was held; an “unfriendly” management style; and oh yea
– those “bribes” Hrbek referenced on
the radio.
Holloway and Lauder’s March 30
bribe queries to Town Attorney Robinett about solar project economic
incentives – jobs and economic
benefit to the community – Graham
discussed with council in closed session the previous day led to the now
infamous Robinett verbal query to
the Richmond law firm of Troutman
Sanders. During some scathing criticism of Robinett at council meetings
earlier this year, above referenced
citizen Tina Hobson pointed out the
town attorney’s third party “bribe”
inquiry cited inaccurate information
on the nature, timing and circumstance of those incentives.
It was that Robinett inquiry and
the response to it that fueled the fire
of repeated Northern Virginia Daily
stories about possible “bribes” being offered to the town manager by
SolAVerde officials as the May town
election approached this year.
That NVD-fueled solar bribe publicity based on a leak from a still
unrevealed town councilman eventually resulted in the $30-million defamation and illegal interference in a
business contract lawsuit against the
town, Holloway, Lauder, Sayre, and
potentially some yet-to-be named
“John Doe” defendants.
Phew – at least you had two weeks
to read this one!
rogerb@warrencountyreport.com

WANTED:
Front clip for
a ‘89 Ford
Ranger.
Please Call:
540.683.9197
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“I made it clear to the council members that we need to do the best we can to move the town,
hopefully, in a good direction. And no one knows the outcome of that … hopefully we can make
some good decisions from here out.” – Mayor Tim Darr

Darr addresses council ouster of Graham
Vice mayor contradicts Sayre claim of meeting absence notice
trouble brewing with his annual job
review slated for closed session review at the meeting’s end.
Had he been aware Councilman
Thomas Sayre would be absent that
night, we asked Darr.
“No, normally Mr. Sayre contacts
me when he’s not going to be there
or be late. We received no correspondence from him. I actually had
the clerk try to call him because
we were going to wait a couple of

minutes to start the meeting but
we couldn’t get a hold of him so we
went ahead and started the meeting.”
For his part, Sayre told us by email that he had a security situation
involving a daughter’s accommodations at George Mason University
that forced him to travel to Fairfax
that night. As reported elsewhere
in this issue, Sayre declined to elaborate on the specifics of that situation.
In response to a question as to
whether he notified anyone he
would not attend the Sept. 27 meet-

PINOCCIOS
CLOCK REPAIR

Mayor Tim Darr is trying to find positives and balance on a
divided town council.

By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
We asked Front Royal Mayor Tim
Darr, like Hollis Tharpe in office
less than three months, if the Monday night (Sept. 27) termination of

Front Royal Town Manager J. Michael Graham surprised him. After
a long pause he said, “Yes and no.”
Darr added that Graham later
told him that when he noticed the
absence of a certain councilman
at the meeting’s outset he smelled

ing, Sayre e-mailed us this terse reply, “The vice-mayor knew.”
However Holloway disputed that
he knew Sayre would not attend
that meeting. “I did talk to him
around 3 p.m. and he said he was
going to GMU for something about
his daughter. And I asked him, well
are you going to make it back for
the meeting? And he said, ‘Oh yea,
I plan to be there. I’m only going to
be down there for a few minutes
– I’ll be back.’ ”
Holloway said he did share that
information with the mayor, who
verified that was, in fact, the case.

■ Authorized Service
Center for Howard Miller
& Sligh
■ Licensed and Insured
■ House Calls Available
■ Antique or Modern
■ Serving the valley for
over 36 years

(540) 636-7369

www.pinocciosclockrepair.net

Handyman for hire.
25+ years exp. Drywall,
Painting and Carpentry.
Quality work at reasonable prices. Will also do
odd jobs.
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The Government says the
recession is over...
But it doesn’t feel like it to me!
So, if you’re interested in saving
money, come in and talk to us.
Skyline Insurance can help you save
$$ on your home and auto insurance.
CALL US & COMPARE

www.skylineagency.com

OPEN MON-FRI 9-7 • SATURDAY 10-1
TOLL FREE 1-877-845-0584

540-635-1288

On the Corner of 4th & Commerce (the Bypass)

540 -671 -3366

SalonLaPetite
2010 New Client
SPECIAL

50% OFF
your first haircut
(shampoo, cut &
blow-dry)

Check
Out
these
specials!

Grade Rewards
Program

Bring in report card and
for every A is a $1off
ANY service!

Now located at
18 High Street, Front Royal, VA

(on the corner of Jackson & High St. just behind A Second Chance)
Walk-ins Welcome

(540)635-8600
One Coupon Per Visit

Booth Rental available,
$75 per week for the first year.
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“I just feel right now that the vote has been taken. I have to support the council and we need to
move forward … We’ve got to really work hard and there’s going to be a lot of soul searching going on in the council. We as a council need to work better together.” – Mayor Darr
Darr said that was why he had
Council Clerk Berry attempt to
contact Sayre as 7 p.m. approached
to see if Sayre had been held up but
was on the way back to the meeting
as he told Holloway he planned.
Well lets pretend everyone had
been there – how would he have
voted had it been a 3-3 tie to oust
Graham, we asked Mayor Darr.
“I discussed that with Mike and
I’d like to keep it private,” Darr,
who also faced campaign rumors
of being an anti-Graham candidate,
hedged.
Should voters interpret that reluctance to commit his vote be interpreted as a stance with the successful ouster majority?
“No, I don’t think they should interpret it like that at all. I just feel
right now that the vote has been
taken. I have to support the council and we need to move forward.
We’re going to try and move in a
new direction. Maybe we can get
some new ideas going, some new
things going. We’ve got to really
work hard and there’s going to be
a lot of soul searching going on in
the council. We as a council need to
work better together.”
But with what appears to be an
increasingly divisive 4-2 split on
council as reflected in what is sure
to be a highly controversial and
criticized move on the town manager, is such cooperation even possible on this council?
“I’ve seen that split from day one,”
Darr said. “I’ve tried to, and in my
opinion in order to do my job properly I need to stay in communication with all of them; treat every
one of them equal, I try to do that
to the best of my ability. And it is a
very, very tough job when you have
such a diverse group of people. Do I
ever think they will work together?”
Mayor Darr paused. “Hopefully,
if they work towards projects and
work towards the goals of helping
the citizens then you almost have
to. If they chose to continue working in a manner that’s not the best
for the citizens of the town as a
whole then we will probably continue to have problems for awhile.
“What we need to do is focus

LIVE STRING BAND
MUSIC FOR ALL
OCCASIONS
Weddings, Birthdays,
Anniversaries,
Serenades,
Special Events

Call John Kovac

635-2534

on the town and the citizens and
what’s best for the town. And take
the personal feelings and the personal issues out of it and attempt to
move the town forward.”
Did that happen with the sudden
removal of the town manager on
Sept. 27th?
“I don’t know – do I think that really happened? I think that maybe
in the minds of some it did. I think
in the minds of some they did the
right thing to move the town forward – and I support their decision,” Darr said.
Does he expect to hear some unhappy public comment about this
decision and his verbal support of
it at the Oct. 12 council meeting?
“I’ve already had some calls from
some citizens to be honest with
you,” Darr said, adding at least one
of them had “dressed me down.”
“And there is going to be some
backlash, of course there would be
with any decision you make of this
magnitude, one way or the other. I
do feel the election was a very big
indicator that the people wanted to
see a change in the perception of
the government of the town. As you
know, there were a lot of newspaper
articles; there were a lot of controversial issues. And sometimes in

order to move forward with things,
you have to make very, very tough
decisions.
Restored image?
“The majority of the council has
made a very tough decision. The
decision’s been made. We need to
move forward, work with what we
have. Go out here and do a search
for a new town manager and hopefully restore the image of the town.
I think that’s important,” Darr said.
But is he concerned that image is
now cemented and not for the better? Rather than positive change,
has the new council and its first
major initiative solidified the image
of a good old boy, back-room network of politicians promoting not
only their personal will, but that of
a hard core, minority vested interest group of supporters?
“Well, I think the perception of
that is there,” the mayor replied.
“Do I honestly believe that with the
council we have? I don’t know – I
don’t see that. I haven’t seen that so
far,” Darr said somewhat haltingly.
Really, we asked, not even in the
abrupt termination with no publicly stated cause of the town manager
on Sept. 27?

2010 Hunt Country Cluster
Dog Show
October 1st, 2nd, & 3rd

Three days of all-breed dog shows, featuring confirmation
judging, obedience and rally trials sponsored by Old
Dominion Kennel Club of Northern Virginia, Inc. and the
Warrenton Kennel Club. More than 150 breeds and varieties
with over 1500 entries will compete each day for the coveted
Best-In-Show award.
Dog show tours will be available on Saturday which will
explain the workings of a dog show, how each dog is judged
each day until the final dog is selected Best-In-Show.
Meet-the-Dog presentations on Sunday offer spectators
a chance to meet the various breeds and their owners in a
hands on manner. Educational materials will be available to
help you select the ideal breed for your family.
Ample parking, delicious food, dog show vendors selling all
sorts of dog-related supplies, artwork, books, jewelry and
memorabilia will be there.

Admission is $5.00 per carload.
No un-neutered dogs, please!

Judging schedules will be posted on Monday, September 27,
on www.warrentonkc.org and www.odkc.org.
The show will take place at beautiful Historic Long Branch,
830 Long Branch Lane, Millwood, VA
Confirmation judging will begin at 8:00 am each day.

Graham ouster
“Well, like I said my goal right
now is to try to get this council back
together. Work with them as much
as possible. I made it clear to staff
today, I made it clear to the council members that we need to do

the best we can to move the town,
hopefully, in a good direction. And
no one knows the outcome of that
… hopefully we can make some
good decisions from here out.”

Warren County Fairgrounds
Adults $10
Front Royal 540-635-5827
7-12 $5

ATV Dirt
drag racing

6 & under FREE

Sunday, Oct. 10 • Sunday, Oct. 24

Sign up at 9:00 am • Show starts at 11am
Additional fees for rider registration

www.warrencountyfairgrounds.com

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Your
moodier side might emerge this week.
But the dark period should pass in time
for the party-loving Lamb to go on a
happy gambol with some very special
people this weekend.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Yet
again, you show your skill at being
able to indulge in your love of the arts
this week while still taking care of
practical matters, including some stillunfinished business matters.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) A
potential change might appear to be
what you’ve been looking for. In any
event, consider both the negative as
well as the positive possibilities before
making any sort of decision.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Relationships continue to dominate your
aspect this week on a mostly positive
level, with just a few problem areas
you can smooth over. Also, try to be
flexible about travel plans.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) You
love being on center stage, and while
you absolutely purr at the sound of all
that praise, be careful not to take on
too many commitments at the expense
of time spent with loved ones.
VIRGO (August 23 to September
22) You might feel that you need to
get involved in a matter concerning a
friend or relative. But while the issues
appear to be cut and dried, they might

not be. Get more facts before you act.
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) A suggestion about a policy
change could create heated reactions.
Keep your mind open and resist joining in with naysayers unless they can
show a real basis for their position.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) While potential career changes
warrant your interest, don’t ignore
current job responsibilities. A personal relationship can also benefit from
more of your attention.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to
December 21) Don’t guess at what the
facts might be if you hope to make the
best decision possible. The wise course
is to ask direct questions and act on the
answers you get.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to
January 19) Your efforts involving
that pesky problem should soon show
positive signs of being resolved. This
would allow you to shift some of your
focus in another direction.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) While you enjoy well-deserved
praise for getting a difficult job done,
there’s no time to relax. A new challenge looms. Expect more support
from a once-strong critic.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20)
You might still have explaining to do
about your decision, but support grows
as you continue to make your case. You
also might want to start making plans
for the upcoming holidays.
BORN THIS WEEK: You insist on
making decisions based on facts, not
on popular opinions. Have you considered a career in science?
© 2010 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Letters
Dear Editor,
With the recent change in town
management I need to share with
you my personal experience with
Mike Graham.
My two major complaints are:
he is too tall and he smiles when
he talks to you.
However, in spite of plus or minus foot height difference, he always looked me in the eye when
we spoke and gave his sincere
opinion or stated position on a
subject, regardless if we did or did
not agree. Since October, 2006,
regardless of my interaction with
him, from manager of a business
to various roles in community activities, Mike quickly became engaged and one knew he was passionately interested in improving
the work and living environment
of our community.
I do not have to wish Mike and
his family luck in their future as I
am confident that he will forge a
successful productive path on his
own. Mike, who grew up in this
community and later was exposed
to the outside world, brought
about changes the result of which

we may only appreciate several
years in the future.
I have lived in Warren County
just 13 years, but grew up in the
Land of Lincoln; the citizens of Illinois and the USA did not really
appreciate “Honest Abe” for many
years after his untimely death. I
do believe the positive impact of J.
Michael Graham’s tenure as Town
Manager, just short of 4 years, will
become apparent a lot sooner.
Tim Frees
Front Royal
Sirs,
A number of concerned residents of Front Royal are gathering
support to demonstrate the level
of public discontent with the Front
Royal Town Council’s dismissal of
former Town Manager Michael
Graham. Anyone interested in
learning more about these efforts
should contact Len Sherp, (540)
635-4981, Len.Sherp@gmail.com.
A letter is expected to be presented at the town council public
meeting on October 12 at 7 p.m.
at the WCGC. Please consider

showing your concern by attending that meeting.
Len Sherp
Front Royal
Sirs,
Last week I had the misfortune
of needing the services of our Fire
and Rescue team. After visiting
my local physician about a heart
related issue he determined that I
belonged in the hospital intensive
care unit and fast. Having nothing more serious that a head cold
all my life this was needless to say
a trying moment on a Thursday
afternoon. The doctor then called
911 and my weekend adventure
began.
When the rescue team arrived
they immediately put me at ease
and I felt I was in good hands
and I thought, if all our rescue
teams are this good we residents
in Warren County are extremely
fortunate. They were professional,
reassuring and the best people
I could imagine helping me in a
time of need.
When I was admitted to Warren

Memorial Hospital I was again
confronted by the highest level of
professionalism I could imaging
and spending several days in the
intensive care unit. I was again
amazed at how my situation was
handled.
My point is not to inform the
world I have a heart problem but
to inform the world this county
has one of the finest health care
systems, from the doctors to the
rescue teams to the hospital staff
- they are unbelievable and you
will never know about their abilities, their caring and understanding until your turn comes and you
make the call for help.
I know these words sound hol-

low but I wanted to tell the unsung heroes of this county thank
you for your understanding and
help and dedication not only for
me but for everybody that I saw
needing their help.
As I drove by the emergency
room entrance of Warren Memorial today and glanced back over
my shoulder at the entrance I saw
several rescue vehicles from various companies parked in front. I
smiled and thought, they will all
be OK they are in the good hands
and will have the best of care.
Richard Traczyk
Warren County Supervisor

HELP WANTED

Immediate Jobs Available in
Stephens City Area!
Get in while you Can!!
Call for more info
(540)327-0093
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Following are online posts in response
to our initial website story, posted the
morning of Sept. 28, on the termination of Front Royal Town Manager J.
Michael Graham:
1. On September 28, 2010 at 3:57 pm
Timothy P. Ratigan said:
I am using my full given name because I feel transparency is needed
in this case – and I have nothing
to fear. I am angry and saddened at
this turn of events. I wish I can say
I am surprised. But I am not. This
past election was all about setting
the stage to move forward on an
agenda to get rid of Town Manager
Michael Graham. They succeeded
by getting rid of a good and decent
Christian Man, Mayor Tewalt, and a
good and honest Christian Man Bret
Hrbek and ensured that Councilman
Tom Sayre and Hollis Tharpe were
elected to the council. The plan was
brilliant. Only problem is that it will
cost Front Royal dearly.
Of my short time of knowing Mike
Graham I have this to say. Mr. Graham is a good and honest and very
Christian man. He did his job well.
And he did it with honesty and integrity. Mr. Graham you have nothing to be ashamed of. Once again
the majority of the Council Members have proven themselves to be
unworthy of the Respect that their
office would seem to demand. Once
again they put personal agendas in
front of their duties as Councilmen.
For them I say Shame!! For Councilman Conkey and Parker (The only
sane councilmen left on the council)
I have this advice. Since you are the
only two responsible ones left on the
council, please watch your back. You
can bet that they will be coming for
you next. However, you can be assured of the support of the Citizens
of Front Royal.
I ask citizens to please consider
joining “The Coalition of Ethical
Candidates for Front Royal Now” at
the next council meeting, Tuesday,
Oct. 12, to express our collective displeasure at the firing of former Town
Manger Michael Graham.
2. On September 28, 2010 at 8:30 pm
veronica said:
Whatever the decision was based
on, the way this was handled was
poor judgment on part of the Council. The day of reckoning will come

on Election Day.
3. On September 29, 2010 at 11:35
am Mary Ellen Stephens said:
Not only has Front Royal lost an
excellent Town Manager, we are
once again reminded of the poor decision making of some of our elected
officials. I am appalled that Mike
Graham, a positive force in our community, should be fired by a town
council who has lately been exposed
as corrupt.
Town council members – firing
Mike Graham was a horrible mistake and a huge step backward for
our town. Your job is to represent
the citizens of Front Royal, not take
a good man, a good town manager
away from us.
4. On September 29, 2010 at 11:52
am Clare Schmitt said:
“Why does he get a severance
package? He was fired!”
Mr. Graham gets a severance because he is smart and had a contract
with the town for just this reason.
After seeing the way the council
treats its town managers, Mike made
sure to have a contract. It’s easy to
get rid of someone because of personal agenda, if you have to pay
them, you’re less likely to get rid of
them on a whim. Although, apparently the council hated him so much
they would rather waste hundreds
of thousands of taxpayer dollars to
get rid of him, his vision, and all the
good he was doing for the town. I
hope any future town managers are
smart enough to have a contract and
severance agreement, as well, although even with that, they won’t be
safe.
“It just turned out that we want
to go a different direction than Mr.
Graham’s been taking the council in

the past” Tharpe said.”
Don’t you mean the town, Mr.
Tharpe? Isn’t the council in charge
of Mr. Graham, not the other way
around? Or is the problem really that
the council has no vision or innovation, so if Mr. Graham has a vision
or a new idea to better our town or
make money for our town, then the
council gets scared and cries ‘foul’?
Council members have fought tooth
and nail to prevent this solar deal
from going through. Innovation is a
key component of successful companies. Our town is no different.
Without innovation, we will become
stagnant and obsolete.
“Graham’s departure should help
the town to get back to the “polished council” that it once was,
Tharpe added. “I just came to the
final conclusion that it was time for
a change and during my campaign,
I asked whether the citizens wanted
the same old council and its way of
doing business and I truly believe
the citizens spoke volumes at the
polls when they elected me to serve
them. I think it showed that they favor change and now change is on the
way.”
Mr. Graham is hardly the person
preventing the council from being
polished. As far as I’m concerned, the
majority of town council is preventing it from being polished, and come
election day, I only hope that people
will remember all of this, and vote
for a new council, not the same old,
good ol’ boy, groupthink mentality.
Mr. Tharpe grossly (perhaps deliberately?) misinterpreted the citizens
desire for change. When the council tried to get rid of Mr. Graham in
November ‘09, the citizens stood up
and said “we love our town manager,
don’t get rid of him.” Now that the
election is over and council mem-

Postal Business Center
122 W. 14th St. • Front Royal, VA

Located next door to
Melting Pot Pizza
Packing • Shipping • Moving boxes •
Mailbox rentals • Notary • FAX • Laminating
• Copies

Graham reactions
bers have at least two to four years
for people to forget, they went ahead
and ignored the wishes of the citizens, citing “change” as their reason.
What is the obsession we have with
change? Perhaps, instead of changing the town manager, the council
should have fixed some of the issues
that exist within their dysfunctional
council! America fell for the whole
“change” thing a couple of years ago.
How’s that working for us now?
Mr. Graham didn’t come back to
this town for himself. He came here
because he loved Front Royal, and
wanted to give back to his childhood community, to share his God
given talent. He has done that. I am
amazed that he lasted this long, a
lesser man would have quit long before. Now the council has to live with
their decision, but Mr. Graham can
be relieved and thank God for this
blessing. I’m happy for Mr. Graham,
but as a citizen of Front Royal, I’m
saddened by our loss.

Offering:

5. On September 29, 2010 at 1:05 pm
josh said:
Coup d’état in Front Royal? Give
me a break. What headline got
turned down, “Town Council Storms
the Bastille?”
Reply:
1. On September 29, 2010 at 7:21 pm
Roger B said:
(Actually I like yours better – or
maybe “Council tosses Graham to
seething, angry masses who loved
him”)
6. On September 29, 2010 at 7:22 pm
Maria said:
I am truly saddened by the loss of
Mr. Graham and hope that the voters will see what revisions we need
to make come next election. If our
councilmen are so petty and put so
much energy into their likes and dislikes in personalities or their own insecurities we need to get better men
in council.

• Student Classroom
• Behind-the-Wheel
• Re-Examinations

We Now Offer
36- hour Classroom

New Students and Re-exams

Call for more info

214 East Jackson Street • Front Royal, VA

540-622-6900
I-66 & Rt 522
North of
Front Royal

540.636.2901

Great Deals at
www.shenandoahford.com

540-635-7997
540-635-2186 (fax)

485 South St.
540-636-3400

We’re Here To Serve
You With Many Business
Services!

2008 FORD XL F-150 S/CREW 4X4
7K, AUTO, V8, PW, PL
#P462

WAS $28,995

NOW $26,768

2002 FORD SPORT TRAC 4X4
103K, AUTO, V6
#P5004A

WAS $11,995

NOW $9,768

$99.50 processing fee, tags, taxes & title extra. subject to prior sale
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Opinion

Opinion:
Hrbek addresses Graham’s tenure here

By the fall of 2006 Front Royal had
been without a full time town manager for nearly six months. The town
had gone through a series of upper
level managers over the recent years
when I started my term as councilman in July of that year. At the time,
the town had contracted with a firm
to bring forward candidates to fill
the position. Of the six or so candidates presented one stood out to me
clearly. His resume was not like the
others. This candidate was from outside the public administration universe and from the private sector. He
didn’t grow up in government but
was a, dare I say it, a capitalist? His
job was turning around companies
and making them profitable. This
is exactly what Front Royal needed.
He was paid to make the tough de-

Main Street • Front Royal, VA

Showtimes: 622-9997

www.royal-cinemas.com
* Birthday Parties! *

Now
Showing
“Wall Street:
Money Never
Sleeps”

cisions and execute the plan that his
board approved.
I remember speaking to former
Vice Mayor Daniel Pond during the
interview process telling him we
had an exciting candidate that could
really transform the way town government worked. He was living in
Atlanta but from Front Royal. He
wanted to return back to Front Royal
after a 25-year absence to spend time
with his aging father and to raise his
youngest child away from Atlanta
suburbia and let her experience life
in small-town America. He was a
large presence during the interviews
and then-vice mayor Tim Darr commented about how the people in
the town would probably embrace
a favorite son who made good and
then returned to give back to his
hometown.
Although this feels like an obituary, it is not. J. Michael Graham continues to live despite the Front Royal
Town Council’s decision to end his
public administration career. This
chapter in his life has closed, but
anyone who knows Mike knows that
he, and Patty his wife, have hardly
finished.

Plaza Dry
Cleaners

Alterations Specialist
on site w/quick service

20% }

OFF Alterations

Wedding Gowns
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During the past four years, Mike
and I became good friends. As a
councilman and then vice mayor I
worked with Mike on many projects,
listened to his advice and gave him
my own. Over the years we talked for
hours about our love of the community, the challenges ahead and how
God’s grace gave us both peace in
our lives no matter what evil would
attack in the next edition of the paper or at the next council meeting.
Mike challenged his board of directors to be better people and to maximize their potential. On the long
drive up from Atlanta when Mike
and I attended the Chick-fil-A Prayer
breakfast before the Virginia TechGeorgia bowl game, Mike asked me
- and challenged me - to develop the
three things that I wanted to accomplish before my term ended. Mike
and I talked the entire drive home
about the direction we wanted Front
Royal to go. He spoke about a thriving downtown with second level offices and apartments and first floor
retail and restaurants while I went
on about the importance of renewable and sustainable energy and our
courtship of Energy Answers.

Mike represents what a Front Royal
native could become and he threatened the old network that has ruled
our community. He did not play the
political game. He refused to ingratiate himself to the “right” people. He
was here to do his job and fulfill his
mandate by those that hired him,
which was to bring his skills from
the private sector and remake the
town government.
And that is what Mike did.
He brought efficiencies to town
government by streamlining departments. He recognized that we did
not have depth in our management
and began to develop future department leaders.
Along with Terry Seal, he oversaw the completion of projects
that had long been on the shelf.
We paved more road mileage in
Mike’s years than we had in the
past decade. Mike reached out and
tapped into the community talent
pool. He brought in people like Jim
Wells, Henry Hobgood, John Marlow, Gary Heaton, Walter Duncan for
feed back and advice. He developed a
vision for Front Royal with the input
of important constituencies. Mike

Haircuts $9.99

Blue Ridge Barber Shop
Royal Plaza Shopping Center
Credits Cards Accepted / Gift Cards Available

Open 7 Days A Week

415 - B - South St. Front Royal, VA

540-635-9552

brought people together that never
considered they had a role in the
community.
Along with Kim Gilkey-Breeden,
he cut the budget of the town and,
amazingly for a public administrator,
he actually recommended downsizing departments and eliminating
staff positions. He empowered his
staff to take ownership of their departments and move forward with
their initiatives.
Joe Waltz and Mike brought council the idea of joining AMP-Ohio
which will be one of the greatest
and lasting legacies of Mike’s time
as town manager. The portfolio of
energy that the town has invested in
will result in lower energy costs for
decades to come. It was also Mike’s
business savvy that saved Front
Royal millions of dollars in electric
contracts in renegotiation with our
electric suppliers.
And, we all know, Mike’s original
plan and concept that he brought
to the town council last summer for
solar would have made Front Royal
the largest solar producer on the
East Coast. His ability to speak the
language of business put Front Royal

Beauty Designs

by Lorie

Nails by

Terri

Back to School Special!
$5.00 off full manicure set or fills for
new comers - or if you bring a friend!
10-A Cloud St. Front Royal

540-636-1280

“Legend of
the Guardian”

Coming
Soon
“RED”

1966 Dodge Dart Convertible in very good condition. Automatic slant 6 engine
with 103,400 original miles on original engine, power top, AM/FM radio, red
body, white top and boot, Crager wheels, current VA inspection. $7,500.

Call Don at 540-660-5990.
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front and center of entrepreneurs
developing an infant industry that
would have rivaled the creation of
American Viscose in its transformation of our community.

Front Royal was blessed to have
had Mike Graham and his family
here in our community. His leadership, friendship, commitment, faith
and business know-how came at the

right time in our history. Mike will
be greatly missed in Town Hall and
I know I join many in Front Royal to
wish him and Patty the best.

Kid’s Fun Fest
Saturday, Oct 9th

all day--during the Festival of Leaves
Two Locations:
• E Wilson Morrison Parking Lot off Chester Street
• Front Royal United Methodist Church Grounds on
corner of Main & Royal Ave

Simply Cedar Log Homes • Linden, VA • www.SimplyCedarLogs.com
For more information on beautiful, energyefficient cedar log homes call Simply Cedar
Log Homes at (540) 636-8400 or email us at
simplycedarlogs@aol.com

2 MOON BOUNCES!

40+ Games for kids of all ages--25¢ Tickets, Prizes!
Fire Truck and Police Car Demonstrations at Noon.
Gently Used Children’s Toy & Book Sale.
Snacks and Drinks!
Proceeds benefit Elizabeth B. Sherman Childcare &
Preschool, a Mission of Front Royal United
Methodist Church.
There’s still time to enroll for preschool and
childcare! Call Beth Waller for details about
EBS programs and the FUN FEST!

Beth Medved Waller, Inc
540-671-6145 • bethwaller@mris.com
Lucky Star

Front Royal’s

FAVORITE
MUSIC VENUE
Oct. 2 - TBA

Lounge

Oct. 4 - Dave La Fleur
Oct. 5 - Ralph Fortune
Oct. 6 - Mark T

Open
Monday
through
friday

at 11 AM
Saturday
at 1
Lunch and Dinner Specials
and Live Entertainment
Patio
Dining

Oct. 7 - TBA
Oct. 8 - S.O.B.

Come
check out
our new
Spring &
Summer
menu!
Monday Night
Trivia at 8pm

Oct. 9 - Knob Creek

Oct. 13 - Ralph Fortune
Oct. 14 Hank & Friends

Now serving Deli sandwiches daily!!
Stop by for our weekly Specials!!

twofatbutchers.com

OVER 45 YEARS IN BUSINESS
SUPER SAND • CONCRETE SAND
BUILDING SAND • WHITE SAND
LANDSCAPE STONE
SANDBLAST SAND

TOPSOIL • MULCH • COMPOST
LEAF & MUSHROOM
PICK UP or WE DELIVER

Oct. 11 - Ricky Wilkins
Oct. 12 - Eddie Pickett

239 C. South Street
Front Royal, VA 22630
Phone: 540-635-6900
Fax: 540-635-1900

Join us every
THURSDAY for
CRABCAKES!

205A East Main Street, Front Royal
540-635-5297
Visit us online at www.zen2go.net
or www.myspace.com/luckystarlounge

540-667-1660

WWW.SHENANDOAHSAND.COM
1305 MARTINSBURG PIKE • WINCHESTER
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Hall of Fame

Shiflett Hall of Fame Class of 2010 announced
Late Heidi Moore heads great addition to Wildcat honor roll
Area, All Region, and Honorable
mention All State. In addition,
was named Most Value Player,
won the Golden Helmet Award
and finished his senior year as the
All-time WCHS leading rusher.
Coached little league baseball for
19 yrs, Midget league football for
8 yrs., WCHS football for 15 yrs.
and Randolph Macon Academy 4
yrs.

1984 WCHS Softball Team
Northwestern District Champions
Region II Champions
Group AA State Champions
	20 wins, 1 loss
Members: Susie Allison, Patti
Boyd, Page Browning, Tracy Burleson, Tina Cornwell, Cheryl Fox,
Marcie Fox, Marcie Gadd, Carolyn Hembry, Lisa Hill, Stephanie
Keeler, Susanne Longerbeam, Jan

Mom’s Country Kitchen

A better person than athlete - and that’s saying something.
Heidi Moore focused on the positive and offered her support to others, including fellow cancer victims at this “Special Love” event.

The Warren County High
School-Lawrence Sweeney Shiflett
Athletic Hall of Fame committee
is proud to announce the Class
of 2010. An Induction Ceremony
will be held on Friday, Oct. 15, at
halftime of the Fauquier vs. Warren County Varsity football game.
Game time is 7 pm.
Inductees are:
Heidi Moore, 1999 – Athlete
Held WCHS Track & Field records in the 100 meters, 200 meters, 400 meters, 300 meter hurdles, Long Jump, Triple Jump, 4
x 800 meter relay, Northwestern
District Triple Jump Record; 12
time All Northwestern District,
7 time All Region II, 5 time All
State, and WCHS Most Outstanding Girls Track & Field Performer
97’, 98’, and 99’. AFLAC Most Outstanding Athlete 99’, Elks Student
of the Year 99’, Track & Field Captain 98’ and 99’. Prom Queen 99’.

Heidi attended James Madison
University and earned her undergraduate degree in 2003 and her
Masters in 2005 (Communication
Sciences and Disorders). Heidi
passed away in Oct. 2009 after a
long and courageous battle with
cancer.
Michael Ford, 1978 – Athlete
Earned 8 varsity sports letters
(Football 3, Basketball 1, Indoor
Track 1, and Baseball 3). In football, All Northwestern District, All

(No Harsh Chemicals)
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

Greencleanwtlc.vpweb.com



Private Room for
v
Meetings and Parties



Monday thru Friday 5am - 8pm
Saturday 6am - 8pm • Sunday 6am - 2pm

Come out & play in the dark
Friday & Saturday 11pm-1am



540-636-7441

www.momscountrykitchenva.com
470-B S. Commerce Ave
Front Royal, VA 22630 Front Royal Business Park

General Dentistry

Come See Our
New Office
Beside Denny’s
Rt. 11 North, Strasburg

Dr. Stephen J. Thomas DDS
Dr. Kenneth J. Thomas DDS
NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!

Behind Gateway Plaze
Rt. 522 So., Front Royal
540-636-3113
$2.00 game Monday

v Daily Specials: $5.25

Thomas Family Dentistry, PC

540-313-2056
Exclusively
Eco-Friendly
Cleaning

Serving Breakfast,
Lunch and Dinner

Royal Family

Bowling Center

“Serving The Valley with High-tech
Dentistry and Old-fashioned Service”

Green Clean w/TLC
Free Estimates!

v

“There is no udder place like Mom’s”

Lowery, Diane O’Bannon, Robin
Richardson, Melissa Rudacille,
Kelly Tharpe
Managers: Dawnita Coffman, Melissa Coffman, and Lena Spencer
Coaches: Bob Mason-Head Coach

All Phases of Dentistry Including:
• Cleanings And Exams • Invisalign
• Orthodontics • Extractions
• Partials And Dentures • Implants

Patient Friendly Payment
Plans Available

HOURS:
Monday through Thursday
7am - 5pm

See Our Website for
Monthly Promotions

540-465-3980

33820 Old Valley Pike (Rt. 11) • Strasburg, VA 22657

www.thomasfamilydentistry.com

Bowl & Lunch Special
11am - 3pm Monday-Friday
F R E E Shoe Rental
Bowl 2 Games • Choice of
Lunch Combo Meal
All for

$9.49 per person

We are now a
nonsmoking facility with a
smoking lounge

person
RENT-A-LANE $10 per

Sat & Sun ONLY 12 noon-2pm
2 HOURS UNLIMITED Bowling
Up to 8 people per lane

Fall League Sign-Up!

Dollar
Mondays!

Games, Shoe Rentals,
Hot Dogs, Small Drinks,
French Fries...
Each only

1

$

royalfamilybowl.com
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and Michael Whitehouse-Assistant Coach
Alan Wimer--64’--Contributor
Earned 11 varsity sports letters
(Football 3, Basketball 2, Baseball
4, and Track 2)-Captain of Basketball Team. A long time member
of the WCHS Boosters Club. Presented the “WCHS Lifetime Athletic Pass” from the Boosters Club
in recognition of service to the
club. Coached the Rotary Baseball team in the Front Royal Little
League for 11 years. Coached in
the Front Royal Midget Football
league for 6 yrs. Ran the Saturday
Parks and Recreation Youth Basketball program for 9 yrs. A former member of the Warren County Parks and Recreation Board of
Directors. Presented the “Distinguished Service Award” from the
Northwestern Basketball Officials
Association. Inducted in the B.J.
Sager softball team “Hall of Fame”.
A former Member /Chairman of
the Warren County School Board.
A member and past president of

Ivy Lodge
Gift Shop
101 Chester Street
Front Royal, VA
(540) 636-1446
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 4 pm

Great Gift Ideas, including:
Books, Pewter, Brass & Pottery
Locally Handcrafted Gift Items
& Much More

Proceeds benefit the Warren Heritage Society

the Rotary Club of Front Royal.
Presented the “Four Avenues of
Service Citation” award which is
the highest award a club member
can receive. Presented the Front
Royal/Warren County Chamber of Commerce “Citizen of the
Year” award. Presented the Front
Royal Warren County United
Ways”Elizabeth B. Sherman Community Service Award”.
Former Classes of WCHS/Lawrence Shiflett Athletic Hall of
Fame
Class 2002:
Lawrence “Sweeney” ShiflettAthlete, Coach, Contributor
Class of 2003:
Donald Henry ‘58, Kelly Tharpe
Martin ‘85, Darrell Whitmore ‘87,
Estle Miers-Coach
Class of 2004:
Malcolm Eugene Kendall ‘58,
Michael Love ‘71, Dana Allison

Family Owned
& Operated
Since 1995

‘85, C. Yates Hall-Coach
Class of 2005:
John Marlow ‘57, Jim Cameron
‘67, Francis Brooks, Jr. ‘68, Sonja
Osbourn ‘79, Warren Miller-Contributor
Class of 2006:
Ricky Leonard ‘76, Robbi Moose
‘95, Brandie Dodson ‘96, Jim
Moose-Coach
Class of 2007:
C. Lynnwood Athey ‘55, William
N. Wood, Jr. ‘67, Henry J. Owens
III ‘71, C. Russell ‘87, John Blanton-Contributor
Class of 2008:
Robert E. Mason-Coach, Charles
T. Dodge-Coach, Robert L. Green
‘81, Samuel Haley, Jr. ‘82, Irvin
Grant ‘85
Class of 2009:
Dr. Tripp Bradd-Contributor,
Dr. James Favareau-Contributor,
Joseph Lee ‘95, Robert NorthContributor, Jeremy Paulson ‘94.

Creative Touch

“Quality
Work, at a
price you can
afford!”

Paint & Drywall
Free Estimates!
Licensed/Insured • References • Interior/Exterior
Commercial • Industrial • Residential
• Custom Colors
• Staining
• Wallpaper
Removal
• Drywall
Installation and
Repair
• Pressure
Washing

Del. Clifford L. “Clay” Athey, Jr.
18th District House of Delegates
Serving Fauquier, Frederick, and Warren County

Stacey & I thank you for the opportunity to serve.
If I can be of any help, please contact me at (540) 635-7917,
in Richmond at: (804) 698-1018,
by E-Mail at: DelCAthey@house.state.va.us,
or by mail at:
PO Box 406, Room 510
Richmond, VA  23218

Aadvanced Driving Instruction
DMV Approved Driver Improvement Clinic
“Better Driving Through Better Training”
•DMV/Court Ordered
•Volunteer (Earn 5+points)
•Insurance Rate Reduction
•Work
•New Drivers

Classes given October 2nd, 16th and 30th from 8 - 5:00
Hampton Inn Front Royal, right off I-66

Knowledgeable/Professional Instructors
Weekly Classes offered. Convenient Location
CALL 24/7

(540) 665-8617 • Craig Strickler,Owner/Instructor
437-A South Royal Avenue
Front Royal, VA 22630

Call Jason at (540) 743-1258 or (540) 539-1251

540-635-9808

www.samsneadrealty.com • Fax: 540-635-7128 • Toll Free: 800-292-3548

(Expires 10/31/2010)

519 PILGRIMS WAY, BENTONVILLE, VA

30 acres bordering GW
Forest! Breathtaking mtn
& Shen River views. 6
stall barn w/bath, tack rm
& hayloft. 50x90 indoor
arena, 180X80 lit outdoor
arena (awaiting sand),
board & no climb fenced
pastures & paddocks.
Miles of Nat’l Forest trails
and state park trails. Walk
to Shen River for fishing & boating. Beautiful custom home w/
gourmet kitchen, 6 person hot tub and more. Owner/agent.

MLS#WR7428517 $850,000
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Increased drought conditions lead to county burn ban
Dry surface conditions contributed to three recent fires of 4 to 6 acres

Fire Prevention Officer Gerry Maiatico, right, and Volunteer
EMT Jay Moore check the “Fire Danger” level display at
Front Royal Station One on Commerce Avenue in midtown
Front Royal.

By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Alright, I know it rained for
a couple days – but long-term
drought conditions don’t end that
easily – hopefully soon but not yet.
On Sept. 21 the Warren County
Board of Supervisors unanimously
approved a Resolution declaring an

emergency situation related to the
extremely dry surface conditions
contributing to recent rural acreage fires and the ongoing potential
of more such fires. Consequently
all outdoor, open burning – including within the town limits – is prohibited pending further notice.
The Resolution added to Sept.
21 meeting Agenda cites a lack of

Somebody’s barn is burning, down, down, down - in this
case it was the old Donaldson barn on town property just
beyond the wastewater treatment plant on Manassas Avenue extended. The back of R-MA’s main building is visible
at right. COURTESY PHOTO/SCOTT DUWEKE

significant rainfall beginning in
June and continuing through September. The Resolution calls the
situation one of “extreme peril to
the lives, safety and property of the
residents of Warren County.”
While County Attorney Blair
Mitchell told the supervisors he was
fairly sure the Resolution could be
construed to include the Town of
Front Royal, which is a part of the

Plaza Cleaner &
Coin Laundry

county, he added that it wouldn’t
hurt to seek council’s blessing for
the initiative. One of three recent
fires cited by Fire & Rescue Chief
Richard Mabie in seeking the ban
occurred within the town limits as
reported in a cover story in our last
edition.
As welcome rains came for a

couple of days in late September,
Happy Creek Supervisor Tony
Carter appeared before the town
council to brief them on the burn
ban. Council added a vote on a
Resolution supporting the ban to
its agenda and passed it by a 5-0
vote that night.
In a press release about the ban,
Chief Mabie stated, “While we
have been lucky, we have delayed
taking this action as long as possible in anticipation of sufficient
rainfall. However, despite recent
rainfall, conditions continue to be
ripe for wildfires to readily start
and spread and become extremely
difficult for firefighting forces to
contain and extinguish. With fall
leaf season approaching, leaves already lack moisture and add to the
fuel already on the ground, thus
enhancing the spread of fire.”
In prefacing his request to County Administrator Doug Stanley to
present the burn ban to the supervisors for approval, Mabie cites three
recent fires that spread over four to
six acres of open space threatening
several barns, destroying one and
laying waste to the cited acreage
while threatening more.

Warren County

Parks and Recreation Department

“One Stop Service”

Now accepting registration for:

2UJDQLF'U\&OHDQ
Special
&RLQ/DXQGU\
Comf. wash
$OWHUDWLRQV
$15 & up
'URS2II6HUYLFHV
$UFDGHGULQNVVQDFNV
FREE&DEOH:LIL

Youth Basketball
Leagues

Kmart Shopping Center
540-636-0040
plaza-cleaners@hotmail.com

No time to be sick?

Boys & Girls ages
7 years through 14 years old
(age as of 12/04/10)

Get in. Get Better. Get Going!

Registration ends:

Quick Care can help.

Visits start
at just

$59

Convenient Walk-In Care • No Appointment Needed

Friday, October 22nd
$50.00 per participant

Visit www.valleyhealthlink.com to learn more
Cedar Creek Station (I-81, Exit 298)
Strasburg, VA • 540-459-1310

Sherando Towne Centre (Warrior Drive & Fairfax Pike)
Stephens City, VA • 540-868-0920

For more information, please contact
WCP&RD at 540-635-7750
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“This is all happening at a time
we don’t usually have brush fires,”
Mabie told us. “The problem is it
has been so dry we are having big
fires at a time we normally wouldn’t
even have little fires.” Mabie explained that normal precipitation
patterns generally leave enough
moisture in the fuel that propels
such fires, grass, leaves, etc. that
such fires don’t occur or remain
small or easily contained during
certain periods of the year.
He said normal forest fire seasons have generally been between
February to May and mid to late
September to the end of November
due to a variety of variables ranging
from precipitation patterns, winds,
and humidity or a lack thereof.
Mabie and County Fire & Rescue Fire Prevention Officer Gerry
Maiatico later elaborated that the
number of units and fire personnel committed to these recent field
fires stretches the county emergency response staff thin for other calls
while these situations are brought
under control.
“We can become resource thin
due to the amount or our available
resources used to control these situations. It impacts the level of service elsewhere if calls come in, with
EMS for instance,” Mabie said.
The fires cited that have been fed
by the dry surface conditions are
on Gafia Lodge Road in the northwestern part of the county; at Milldale Road near the Clarke County
border; and the fire reported in
our last edition on town property

We
Mow
Lawns
Low
Prices

Call Gary

540-683-6811

We haul
scrap
metal for
free!

behind the wastewater treatment
plant off Manassas Avenue Extended.
The Gafia Lodge Road fire began
as a control burn that was apparently left unattended and spread
over four acres, threatened several
barns and took six fire companies
to bring under control. The Milldale
Road fire was started by a piece of
malfunctioning equipment as hay
was being cut. That fire covered
between five and six acres and required eight companies to control.
The Manassas Avenue Extended
fire burned the old Donaldson
barn and several out buildings, five
to six acres of fields and woodland,
and also took eight companies to
control.
The county press release stated
that the ban will stay in place “until such time as we experience sufficient rainfall to minimize the fire
danger in the County.” The press
release asked all county citizens to
cooperate in maintaining the ban in
the current highly volatile fire situation, reporting any open burns or
fires spotted to 911.
In a peripheral issue, Maiatico
told us three of 17 so-called dry
hydrants the county maintains in
more rural areas are currently unusable because water levels at their
source points, ponds, lakes, or
streams have gotten so low they are
not feeding into the piping system
to the hydrants.
Dry hydrants are non-pressurized systems that draw water by
creating suction through the dry

portion of the piping – no pipe
contact with source water, no suction can be created to allow fires
to be fought with a localized water
source in areas where no central or
municipal water system exists.
Once permission to access such
water sources from property owners is acquired, grants through the
U.S. Department of Forestry can
generally be accessed to fund creation of the dry hydrant system.
GEEZ, maybe the feds can send
some grant money our way to
propel one of their weather satellites to throw a little moisture our
way …WHAT?!? – We’re not supposed to know about the weather
control satellites yet … Oops, sorry
… just kidding, kids, just kidding (I
think).
rogerb@warrencountyreport.com
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New Beginnings Community Greetings
“Introducing Your Business to
New Homeowners in our Community”

***

P.O. Box 1025
Front Royal, VA 22630
540 635-8660

HELLO
WARREN COUNTY!
THE CHILD CARE & LEARNING CENTER CORDIALLY
INVITES YOU TO OUR RENOWNED FALL AUCTION &
PARTY ON SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2010 AT 5:30 P.M. at
The Washington School, 567 Mt. Salem Avenue, Washington, Va.
Less than 20 miles from Front Royal.
COME AND ENJOY A MEMORABLE EVENING OF FUN,
FABULOUS FOOD AND LIBATIONS. BID FOR TREASURES
AT THE WILDEST LIVE AUCTION YOU’VE EVER SEEN,
TRY YOUR LUCK IN THE SILENT AUCTION ROOM AND
BARGAIN HUNT IN OUR DIRECT SALE SHOP!
Everything from the exotic antique to shabby chic, along with
stunning works by local artists and craft persons, getaway vacation
destinations, catered dining and other services will be offered for
your bidding! Dealers are always welcome!
Visit WWW.rappcclc.com to learn more about CCLC and see
featured items.
Admission is $30.00 in advance, $40.00 at the door. Send check to:
Child Care and Learning Center
P. O. Box 520
Washington, Va. 22747
Attn: Fall Auction
Auction items available for preview & absentee bidding on Friday,
November 12, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at the Washington School. Rt
522 S, Rt 211 W, R on Mt. Salem Ave., 2nd driveway on R.
&&/&LVDQRQSUR¿W> F  @FRUS&DOOWR
GRQDWH&RQWULEXWLRQVDUHWD[GHGXFWLEOH$OOSURFHHGVWREHQH¿WRXU
amazing programs for kids.

Diva Nails Spa
“Discover the DIVA in you!!!”

Angie Buterakos
Sales Representative
Cell: (540) 683-9197

angie@warrencountyreport.com

PLEASE CALL Linda 540-635-DIVA or 540-635-3482
840 John Marshall Hwy Ste B, Front Royal Va 22630

Nail Care • Pedicure • Manicure Waxing • Gel Pink & White and more!

New Winter hours- Please Call For Appointment
• Closed on Mondays •

www.thedivanails.com
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Fire Prevention Week kicks off Oct. 3 at FR Station One
The lives you learn to save could be yours and your family’s
October 3 to 9, 2010 is this
year’s National Fire Prevention
Week, the theme of which is
“Smoke Alarms – A Sound You

House for Rent
$1295/mo, Linden, VA.
Furnished/Un. 3-BR, 2 ba,
Great views, hot tub,
wood stove.
186 Rocky Boulder Lane.
15 min to Front Royal,
35 min to Winchester.

703-434-1125

Can Live With!!!”
Each year the Warren County
Department of Fire and Rescue
Services responds to an average
of 22 occupied building fires.
On average these fires cause
$3.25 million in damage, injure
6 people and leave 38 people
homeless.
“Tragedy strikes our community leaving its mark and affecting many people each year;
this tragedy disguises itself as
fire and is preventable. It is
the goal of the Warren County
Department of Fire and Rescue

free skateboards
thinkEr
214 east jackson street
540 636 4974
freethinkerskateboards.com

Donahoe’s Florist

Decorating for Fall?

Bring Fall indoors
with fresh flower
arrangements, silk
arrangements and
live plants.
Call us today

540-635-2815
1-800-806-5182

250 South Royal Ave
Jean Rudacille, Owner

Services to reduce the number
of tragic incidents which occur
in our community” stated Fire
Chief Richard E. Mabie in a recent interview.
To promote fire prevention
and the importance of home
fire safety, the Warren County
Department of Fire and Rescue
Services and your local fire and
rescue stations will be hosting a
Fire Prevention Kick-Off Event
on Sunday October 3rd at Front
Royal Station #1.
This program will be open to
the public starting at 11 a.m.
and continue in till 4 p.m. and
will promote and demonstrate
the importance of practicing
home fire safety techniques to
reduce the number of prevent-

able fires, fire injuries, and fire
deaths. This event will include
two live fire demonstrations of
a bedroom mock-up to show
the fast progression of a small
innocent fire and benefits of
home fire safety. In addition,
other demonstrations will include:
· Creating a Fire Escape Plan
· Practicing EDITH, ExitDrills-In-The-Home
· How to properly Stop, Drop,
and Roll
· Using and the importance of
Home Fire Extinguishers
· Crawling Low under Smoke
· Properly Testing and Maintaining Home Smoke Alarms
· Properly installing child safety

Kay’s School of Dance
Stephens City, Va

(540) 869-2735

Bringing the World to You

One Glass
at a Time.

Adult Classes - 6 week sessions:
Ballroom, Tap, Jazz Exercise

Tastings
Fri. - Sun.
2:00 - 4:00

One call does it ALL!

Wed. to Sun.

11 -9

PASSAGESTRAVEL
TRAVEL
PASSAGES
& “We
CRUISES
& CRUISES
Do Everything But Pack Your Bags”
Don’t Call
let Summer
slip away...
for an appointment
Book your cruise today!

5%JCTNGU5VTGGVŖ(TQPV4Q[CN8#
“We Do Everything But Pack Your Bags”

 Front
Ŗ
22630

Royal, VA

(CZ


(540)
636-1402
YYY2CUUCIGU6TCXGNEQO
Ŗ KPHQ"RCUUCIGUVTCXGNEQO
www.PassagesTravel.com
• maria@passagestravel.com

Rick Keplinger
Retail - Wholesale

540-662-4401

All ‘D’series memorial art property of Design Mart. Copyright © 1978-2005 Design Mart.
Used with permission. All other rights reserved. License #L 0010002

(From a release)

Daily Menu

Baseball and Football Cards
Non-sports Cards and Supplies

200 W. Prospect Street • Front Royal, VA 22630 • 540-635-5468

For more information on this
event and ways you can prevent tragedy from occurring in
your home, visit us on the web
at www.warrencountyfire.com
or contact Warren County Fire
Administration at (540) 6363830.
Please make plans to attend
this life saving event!!!

Fall Dance Classes
Ages 31/2 through Adult
Ballet - Tap - Jazz
Competition Teams Options - Combination Classes

Now Available at Prospect Hill Cemetery: Monuments, Cremation Urns,
Cremation Niches, In Ground Vases, Bronze Flag Holders and Monument Cleaning

Prospect Hill Cemetery Association, Inc.

seats in your vehicle
· and many more …

20 Years
In Business

Call for Access Code

Located in Ellis’ Warehouse and Mini-Storage
Stephenson, VA - Outside Winchester, VA
Shop address: 689 Stephenson Rd Stephenson, VA 22656
Mailing address: 380 Stephenson Rd Stephenson, VA 22656

124 E Main Street
Front Royal, VA

540-635-2812

www.vinoeformaggio.com

“ONE Most
PRICE
CLEANERS”
Clothing Items
$

2.50

Shirts - $1.25 -- 3 or more
Household Items Excluded
PREPAYMENT REQUIRED

• Comforters $20 - ea.
• Down Comforters $30 - ea.

Crooked Run Cleaners
135 Crooked Run Plaza, Front Royal
(Target Shopping Center)

540-635-9960
Open: Mon. - Fri. 7am - 7pm
Sat. 9am - 6pm • Closed Sunday
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Solar recusals

Circuit judges recuse from hearing solar lawsuit
Local attorney Sayre’s presence as defendant cited in Sept. 20 order
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Hot on the heels of Judge Dennis L. Hupp’s recusal from hearing the $30-million-plus SolAVerde lawsuit against the Town
of Front Royal and three sitting
councilmen, all other sitting
judges of the 26th Judicial Circuit have followed suit (sorry
about that pun, it just slipped
out).
The reason for the mass exodus
of our circuit court judges from
hearing the defamation of character and illegal interference
in a business contract lawsuit
brought by the local principals
of SolAVerde LLC, against the
town and some of its officials is
the presence of local attorney
Thomas H. Sayre as one of those
three individual defendants
named in the suit. (putting the
other two defendants in there is
confusing)
Sayre practices law in the 26th
Judicial Circuit and so has appeared or may appear before
any of the judges of the judicial circuit at some point, as
is already the case with Judge
Hupp. But the practice of law

hasn’t been Judge Hupp’s only
encounter with Sayre in the
Warren County Courthouse. In
fact quite a legal and political
stir was created last year when
Sayre appeared to cross a figurative “line in the sand” drawn by
Judge Hupp in his chambers on
Dec. 8, 2009, regarding discussion of the 522 Corridor meals
tax fee case against the town.
But rather than being based
upon any past professional discomfort, Hupp and the other
judges’ recusals appear to be legal business as usual. Apparently it is not unusual for a circuit’s
judges to recuse themselves due
to other potential professional
contact with attorneys involved
in a pending case. A similar
scenario took place in the D.R.
Horton suit against Warren
County regarding its northside

When I say "good,"
you say "neighbor."
Powers Insurance Agcy Inc
Bill Powers, Agent
Front Royal, VA 22630
Bus: 540-635-2825
P097314

Springfield
Computers
• PC & Mac
    • New & Used Sales
    • In-Home Repairs
    • In-Shop Repairs

residential building plans. First
Hupp, then all the judicial circuit judges recused themselves
from hearing that case due to
former county attorney Doug
Napier and local land attorney Joe Silek, Jr. being listed as
material witnesses in the case.
Both Napier and Silek currently
practice law in the 26th Judicial
Circuit.
In an order filed on Sept. 20,
Chief Judge James V. Lane of
the 26th Circuit instructed his
clerk to submit the mass recusal
of his circuit’s judges in the solar lawsuit case to Chief Justice
Leroy R. Hassell, Sr. of the Virginia Supreme Court. Hassell
will announce the appointment
of a judge from another circuit
to hear the case, likely within
the next few months.
Hopefully in a case of high lo-

Now that's teamwork.
CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Warren County Fairgrounds

Indoor Flea Market
Antiques & Collectables

Don’t pay “Mall” prices! We have something for everyone!

OPEN Saturdays and Sundays
from 9am-5pm

510 N. Royal Ave. • Front Royal

Space Available and New Vendors are Welcome
Rt 522 North • Front Royal, VA

SpringfieldComputers.com

www.warrencountyfair.com

540-622-8055

540-635-5827

Garage Sale
Sat, 2 Oct 2010
8 A.M.-12 P.M.
Riverview Estates
1141 Kesler Road
Front Royal

Big Bertha’s Babies
Back to basics
Infant care

6am - 6pm Mon - Fri

Openings for Infants 6wks -6mos

152 Richmond Road
540-622-2486 Front
Royal, VA 22630
Ask for Judi Melrath

cal interest, that appointment
will not alter the location of
the trial or any pre-trial mo-

tions hearings from the Warren
County Courthouse.

Go
By Samantha Mazzotta

Storing Window Screens

Q:

Last year I took my window screens down and put
up my storm windows. I stored
the screens in the garage, stacking
them on their sides along the wall.
But at least four of the screens were
damaged somehow over the winter.
How can I prevent further damage
this winter? — Hank T., Knoxville,
Tenn.
You’ll probably want to either
find a new location to store the
screens, or adjust the layout of your
garage (if possible) to prevent equipment or people from accidentally
bumping against the screens or things
from falling off shelves onto them.
Screens should be stored either by
laying flat or standing upright, in a
dry area where the temperature is kept
fairly constant. To keep dust and dirt
off of them, cover the stack with plastic.
One thing I’ve found in older garages of the northeast U.S. is that the
interior walls of many of the garages
were lined with the screen windows
from the house. Homeowners simply
rigged up the lightweight windows to
hang along the walls, protecting them
from weather, dirt and falling objects,
then reinstalled them come spring.
Another option is to reserve the top
shelves of your heavy-duty garage
storage shelves to lay the screens flat,
if they’ll fit. This will keep the screens

A:

off the floor, away from dampness,
most dirt, falling objects and curious
children, and in a decent airflow situation (an important consideration if
the screen frames are wood).
If the damaged screens haven’t been
repaired yet, make a note to fix them
over the winter so they’ll be ready to
put up right away come spring. Small
holes or dings can be patched easily. If the screen has a big tear or you
just want it to look uniform, replace
Clean window
screens
by
laying them
flat on the
driveway and
gently scrubbing with a
soft brush dipped in warm soapy
water, then rinse clean. Don’t pressure wash screens or windows.
the entire screen. Kits are available
at your local hardware or homeimprovement store.
Send your questions or home tips
to ask@thisisahammer.com, or write
This Is a Hammer, c/o King Features
Weekly Service, P.O. Box 536475,
Orlando, FL 32853-6475. Remember,
when in doubt as to whether you
can safely or effectively complete
a project, consult a professional
contractor.
© 2010 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Dam memorial

Wanda’s mission to remember those who drowned
Galvanized by Ryan Warner’s death, woman seeks memorial plaque

Photo from rise above dam where Wanda Messer would like
to see a memorial to drowning victims stand near planned
historical marker.

The hand of God almost seems to have come down and
touched Wanda Messer, propelling her on a mission to remember those lost at the Riverton Dam over its century-plus
existence. Wanda points to the rise above the dam’s north
side where she would like to see the memorial placed.

A local citizen with no personal
connection to any of the drownings
at the soon-to-be-demolished Riverton Dam is leading an initiative
to include a memorial to all who
have lost their lives at and around
the dam as part of the historical
acknowledgement of the dam’s role
in local history.
During a late summer council
work session, Wanda Messer first
broached the idea of a memorial
plaque at the dam site naming those
whose lives the waters around the
dam has claimed over more than
a century. Part of the condition of
the dam’s demolition is a historical
marker commemorating the dam’s
place in the history of this community near its soon-to-be former site
just east of the North Fork Bridge.
On Sept. 27th Messer met with
the media near the dam to resurrect her idea and announce the
first fundraising effort to create
a plaque acknowledging lives cut
short by the often unstable waters
around the Riverton Dam.
The first fundraising event will be
a concert by local band and recording artists Shortness of Breath to
be held at the Lucky Star Lounge
on East Main Street in Front Royal
on Saturday, Nov. 27th. We asked
Messer how she came to her commitment to see the dam’s drowning
victims are never forgotten.
“The moment the truck passed

me with the dingy on it my stomach just knotted up and my heart
went ‘shheww’,” Messer said of the
date of the most recent drowning
at the dam. “It must have just happened – and it was like Ryan came
out and grabbed me and said ‘Help
me.’ ”
That day was June 29th and Ryan
was 9-year-old Ryan Warner. Visiting relatives and playing on rocks
near the dam during a time of very

New2You
Consignments
75%

25%

Come see the

7XE7LOHDQG&RXQWHU7RS
5H¿QLVKLQJ6HUYLFH

449 South Street

$UH\RXORRNLQJWRVDYHPRQH\"
'RQ¶WUHQRYDWHUHILQLVK

(Royal Plaza Shopping Center)

Phone# 540-622-6828

“Gently Used, But New2You”

Tag Sale!!
90%
50%

victims. I don’t know any of their
families. I was just thrown into
their lives and I haven’t been able
to get out – not that I want to get
out. But I want that boy and all of
them remembered,” Messer said of
what has been a literal and figurative watershed moment in her life.
The death of 9-year-old Ryan
Warner that galvanized her, came
just seven weeks after 51-yearold kayaker Mark D. Grand, a
four-tour veteran of the Iraq War,
drowned after being sucked into
the churning waters on the dam’s
downstream side. Grand drowned
on April 7 during a time of high
water on the Shenandoah River.

Hours: Mon-Fri 9-7
6DW6XQ

Jack and Lilly Baby
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www.new2youconsignmments.embarqspace.com

Owners: Michelle Phillips & Melissa Ramsey
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DIFFERENCE we can make in Senior Living.

In 2008, Mrs. Kathleen Elkins (Dinneer) Brown’s daughters, now liv- joined Dance Masters of America where she learned about the Cecchetti
ing in the Shenandoah Valley area, chose Hidden Springs Senior Living Graded Method of Ballet Teachings from England. She went through
all levels of certification and eventually became a
as the home for their mother because of the quiet
national examiner for the method, traveling all over
country setting. Kathleen Hutchins and Diane
the country to certify instructors.
Becker stated, “we love the family atmosphere, its
affordability and its close proximity to our homes.
Mrs. Brown taught, coached and judged ballet until
But most of all we chose Hidden Springs Senior
her retirement in 2003.
Living because of the sincerity and genuineness of
the owners. The feeling of warmth and caring for
Mrs. Brown commented that she loves the private
the residents were evident not only in them but in www.hiddenspringsseniorliving.com dining room where a meal can be catered and her
each staff member we met.”
family can bring their favorite foods and dessert to
Mrs. Brown opened her ballet school in Alexandria in 1948 and

share with her – “It always smells fresh and clean here, too!”

Mrs. Kathleen Elkin (Dinneen) Brown

Chosen to represent
Hidden Springs Senior Living in the
Who’s Who in Virginia’s Long Term Care
Facilities 2010 Calendar

Celebrating our 2nd Year Anniversary - Daryl and Vicki Davison, owners look forward to many more happy years to come! Thanks to everyone for their support and trust.
Call today to schedule your personal tour! • (540)

636-2008 • 8 miles south of the Skyline Drive entrance • 973 Buck Mt. Rd., Bentonville, Va.
www.hiddenspringsseniorliving.com

194437

By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

low water, the Bunker Hill, West
Virginia boy slipped and was drug
to the dam’s base by the suction
of water through one of its major
cracks creating a tremendous force
of underwater flow beneath the
seemingly tranquil river. Warner’s
body was not recovered until the
following day after water was diverted from the cracked portion
of the dam by local builder Donnie Poe’s Construction Company,
allowing local emergency services
personnel to retrieve the boy’s
body.
“It’s been an overwhelming experience – my husband can’t understand it, nobody can understand it
– because I don’t know any of these

Prior to this year’s two deaths the
most recent drowning at the Riverton Dam was Thomas Walker’s in
2002. Walker, a parent highly active
in the WCHS Wildcat Wrestling
Booster’s group, died while fishing from a boat with his two sons
aged 17 and 9, just downriver of
the dam, also while the river flow
was high. If he couldn’t save himself, Walker died a hero, getting his
older son out of the boat and tossing his younger son toward him
and away from the whirlpool that
was swamping them.
After a couple of months of hemming and hawing, on March 22, the
Front Royal Town Council unanimously approved acceptance of a
$123,000 grant from federal and
state wildlife officials to facilitate
the dam’s demolition. Following
Ryan Warner’s June 29th death the
town attempted to put the demolition on the fast track, passing a Resolution declaring the demolition
“an emergency” within state code
definitions. Despite that after-thefact fast tracking, the dam is slated
to come down pretty much on the
original schedule forecast once the
grant money was accepted.
See more on the Riverton Dam history and demolition in our next
edition – it is still there, isn’t it???
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Feds, locals partner

not be. Get more facts before you act.
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) A suggestion about a policy
change could create heated reactions.
Keep your mind open and resist joining in with naysayers unless they can
show a real basis for their position.
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Sheriff ’s Office receives $256k grant, academy to add $128K

Reliance Woods
dB
ture uilde
ea

rs

McCoy’s
Cookie
Jars FOR SALE!
540-683-9197

Office personnel and Randolph-Macon Academy’s administration met to identify
the school’s security needs.
The Warren County Sheriff ’s
Office and Randolph-Macon
Academy’s partnership along
with this funding will be a
great benefit in providing extra security and safety to the
students and faculty at Ran-

F

Warren County Sheriff Daniel T. McEathron Sept. 29, that
the Sheriff ’s Office was awarded a “Secure Our Schools
Program” grant. The Sheriff ’s
Office applied for the grant
through the U.S. Department
of Justice’s Community Oriented Policing Services program in July of 2010.
Sheriff McEathron received
notification of $255,920 in
funding which requires a 50percent match to be provided
by Randolph-Macon Academy. Prior to submitting the
grant application, Sheriff ’s

Connie Smallwood
www.reliancewoods.com • 540.551.2162

EMPLOYMENT

The
Sherando
Times
News
Reporter

The Sherando Times is
currently searching for a
govt. & politics reporter
for Stephens City.

If you are interested,
please contact Dan
McDermott:dan@
sherandotimes.com

• On Oct. 15, 1917, Mata Hari, the
archetype of the seductive female spy,
is executed for espionage by a French
firing squad at Vincennes outside of
Paris. She first came to Paris in 1905
and found fame as a performer of exotic Asian-inspired dances, claiming
to have been born in a sacred Indian
temple. In reality, Mata Hari was born
in a small town in northern Holland in
1876, and her real name was Margaretha Geertruida Zelle.
• On Oct. 11, 1925, novelist Elmore
Leonard is born in New Orleans. His
book “Hombre” (1961) was voted
one of the best 25 Westerns of all time
by the Western Writers of America.
His first mystery, “The Big Bounce”
(1969), was rejected by 84 publishers
before it was published as an original
paperback.
• On Oct. 17, 1931, gangster Al
Capone is sentenced to 11 years in prison for tax evasion and fined $80,000.
Elliot Ness and his “Untouchables”
routinely broke up Capone’s bootlegging businesses, but it was tax-evasion
charges that finally stuck and landed
Capone in prison.
• On Oct. 12, 1945, Army Pfc. Desmond T. Doss of Lynchburg, Va., is
presented the Congressional Medal
of Honor for outstanding bravery as a
medical corpsman, the first conscientious objector in American history to
receive the nation’s highest military
award.
• On Oct. 13, 1953, the world’s
first art museum on wheels opens in
Fredericksburg, Va. It was called the
Artmobile, a $20,000, 34-foot-long
air-conditioned trailer with museumquality lighting. The trailer was pulled
around the state behind an enormous
blue truck.
• On Oct. 14, 1968, U.S. Defense
Department officials announce that
the Army and Marines will be sending
about 24,000 men back to Vietnam for
involuntary second tours because of
the length of the war, high turnover of
personnel and the tight supply of experienced soldiers.
• On Oct. 16, 1976, “Disco Duck”
hits the No. 1 spot on the Billboard
charts. Created by bored drive-time
radio disc jockey Rick Dees, the song
got airplay in every town except Memphis, where Dees had his radio show.
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WCDSS

King leaves WC - takes online baggage with him
Increased duties, salary tied to Manassas Director of Family Services position
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Former Warren County Social
Services Director Ron King confirmed that he has taken a posi-

tion as Director of Family Services in Manassas. King, who left
his position here effective at the
end of September, will begin his
new position with Manassas City
on Oct. 4.

ROYAL OAK COMPUTERS

If You Could Buy Locally
for Less Than the
Chain Stores

Would You?

Ink and Toner - Available at
Royal Oak Computers.
203 East Main Street
Front Royal

635-7064

www.royaloakcomputers.com

King said the position with the
Manassas Department of Family Services is similar to the one
he held here, entailing a few additional responsibilities including oversight of Housing under
Section 8, Juvenile Probation,
and Comprehensive Services Act
programs. The largest part of
his job will continue to be oversight of the same social services
programs he was responsible for
here.
Local media in Manassas, Inside NOVA, cited King’s annual
salary in his new position as
$132,000. King made $120,000 at
the conclusion of his 11 years as
head of the Warren County Social Services Department.
Despite the drone of criticism
generated by small cliques, apparently with increasing access
to three county supervisors here,

that formed around two disgruntled locals, King was hired
on the basis of 21 years experience in the field, a Manassas City
Press Release stated. That release
cited experience including threeyear-tenure as Director of the
Caroline County Department of
Social Services and seven years
as Director of the Office of Employment Training in Alexandria,
in addition to his past 11 years as
head of Warren County’s Social
Services Department.
King’s critics here were centered
around one former employee terminated from the department
by King and another citizen who
lost an adult care case dispute
with her father over her invalided
mother’s home health care. That
WCDSS adult care decision was
upheld in local court.
While few in numbers, King’s
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local critics produced volumes of
unsubstantiated allegations featured regularly over the past three
years in the Northern Virginia
Daily, as well as two lawsuits, one
a wide-ranging FOIA case that
continues to occupy county staff
time and one $600,000 wrongful termination case naming the
county and King as defendants
that is still pending resolution in
Warren County Circuit Court.
Asked about similar criticism
from similar anonymous e-mail
identities often published on the
NVD website here that have already begun to surface on local
news websites in Manassas, King
told us his new employers were
well aware of the history and
sources of the criticism he has received here in recent years.

First Month FREE!
with 1 Month Paid Rent & Security Deposit
With Coupon *Subject to availability

INCREDIBLE PRICES!
540-635-4000 • 800-296-0044
Rt. 619 & Corner of Airport Rd • Front Royal

The
Sherando
Times
News
Reporter
The Sherando Times is
currently searching for a
govt. & politics reporter
for Middletown.

If you are interested,
please contact Dan
McDermott:dan@
sherandotimes.com
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WCDSS

County names interim social services director
County juggles staff in house to fill void on longer interim appointment

Departed WCDSS Director Ron King, rear, and Interim Director Tara Gilbert, second from
left, with other staffers week prior to Gilbert’s appointment.

On Sept. 29, Warren County
Administrator Doug Stanley announced the appointment of Tara
Gilbert as the temporary Interim
Director of the Warren County Department of Social Services. Ron
King, who headed the department
for 11 years (see related story),

leaves his position Oct. 1, the date
Gilbert assumes her new position.
“The process for filling the director’s position will take at least two
to three months,” Stanley said in a
press release. “Gilbert will be filling
in on a short-term temporary basis, anticipated to be two to three
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weeks, as we are actively recruiting individuals with director level
experience to serve the duration of
the expected vacancy. Having Mrs.
Gilbert designated as the tempo-

rary Interim Director will allow for
necessary signatory authority. She
will ensure that agency staff follow
the prescribed policies and procedures of the Virginia Department
of Social Services, keep the DSS
Advisory Board apprised of significant events that impact the agency,
and work with local government
officials to ensure the agency is
in compliance with local requirements.”
Gilbert said, “Change of any
kind can be difficult for an
organization. This is especially
true when there is a change in
leadership. I am happy to assist
the Warren County Department of
Social Services through this transitional time. My goal is to provide a
level of consistency to the staff and
the community as long as necessary.”
“We are confident in Mrs. Gilbert’s abilities to act as temporary
Interim Director during the hiring
process. She has excellent interpersonal skills that are essential in
dealing effectively with the public,
other governmental agencies, and
our staff. Her familiarity with department procedures will be an asset as we transition to a permanent
director,” Stanley added.
Gilbert is a graduate of Warren
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County High School and Mary
Washington College. She holds
a bachelor’s degree in sociology.
Gilbert recently completed the Virginia Social Services Leadership
Academy. Gilbert was one of only
30 people selected from across the
state to attend the academy.
Gilbert has been employed by
the Warren County Department
of Social Services since June 1999.
She began her career with DSS as
a Foster Care Social Worker, then
moving to Foster Parent Training
Coordinator. Since January 2006,
Gilbert has served in her current
position as Foster Care Supervisor. She oversees foster care, adoptions, and prevention cases for the
department.
The Warren County Department
of Social Services is located at 912
Warren Avenue, telephone (540)
635-3967. Office hours are 8 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.
(From a release)
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Community

Lackawanna hosts FR Garden Club Festival prep
left out in all weather. They retain moisture, drain well and
plants love them, according to
gardeners.
The garden club met again
after the planters were hard

Front Royal Garden Club members who met to make Hypertufa planters to sell
at the Festival of the Leaves, from left to right are Terry Smith, Front Royal Garden Club president Sandra Charles (with Lily the Wonder Dog) Judy Wordsworth,
Betty Oden, Adrienne Rogers, Kaye Messenger, Sue Mitchell, Dahl Mitchell, and
Ann Mitchell - not pictured, Jeanni Spindle.

By Carol Ballard
Warren County Report
The Front Royal Garden Club
met at Lackawanna Bed and
Breakfast, home of their president Sandra and her husband
Phil Charles, to make unusual
garden planters which will be
sold at their booth at the Fes-

The Garden Club’s planters are made from hypertufa,
created by mixing peat moss,
perlite, and Portland cement.
The name comes from “tufa”,
a natural, easily carved volcanic rock, and “hyper,” a prefix
meaning excessively or ex-

tremely. The result is extremely rock-like containers. But
these are much lighter than
the volcanic troughs and were
molded from bowls and boxes
rather than carved, to create
environmentally -friendly attractive planters that can be

Mountain Mystic
Trading Company

Roy Jackson has now moved
to Jennerations Hair Studio
Roy’s hours are:
Mon. & Friday - 8 to 6
Sat. & Sun. 8 to 3
I look forward to seeing many
of my loyal customers!!
Jennerations Hair Studio
Royal Plaza Shopping Center • 631-1177

All lines of insurance:

tival of The Leaves on October
9. Planters were modeled after
English volcanic rock (tufa)
troughs used to hold water
and feed for livestock. Sandra
said, “In the 1800s, since they
were outside, they gathered
moss and were then used for
planters.”

Our Mystique Has Grown!
Offering a wide variety of sterling silver and gemstone jewelry,
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more one of a kind items!
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The much sought after
Hypertufa planters.

enough, to fill them with perennials for early blooming in
the spring.
The club will also be selling Christmas Crafts at their
booth.

(540) 635-8401

FRONT ROYAL GOLF CLUB

Come play the best 9 hole course in the Valley!

Front Royal Golf Club brings back the 4-hour round of golf. It’s a fun and
excellent test of golf you’re sure to enjoy. Conveniently located just off I-66 at
Exit 6, on Country Club Road in the beautiful and historic Shenandoah Valley.
Warren County Residents Discount
Warren County residents receive a 10% discount
on greens and cart fees. Bring your driver’s
license or other proof of residency for discount.
$20.00/18 holes include cart & green fees,
Monday through Thursday after 3:00pm.

(540) 636-9061
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Town Of Front Royal
Police Department
Contact: TEO Donald Orye
CHECKPOINT: STRIKEFORCE
campaign nets several Driving Under The Influence and Underage
Possession Of Alcohol arrests for
the Front Royal Police Department
Richard H. Furr, Chief of Police of
the Front Royal Police Department
announced the results of the recent
CHECKPOINT:STRIKEFORCE
campaign which took place August
20th thru September 7th.
“During this period, my officers
were being vigilant in looking for
the impaired drivers. A total of 8
arrests were made for Driving Under The Influence. Additionally, 11
arrests were made for Underage
Possession Of Alcohol by minors,”
stated Chief Furr. Traffic Enforcement Officer
Donald Orye added that, “During
this campaign, we conducted saturation patrols and several checkpoints at various locations in the
town. During these checkpoints,
two arrests were made for Driving
Under The Influence.” Orye also
adds, “During one of the checkpoints, a felony arrest was made for
a driver who had been declared a
Habitual Offender. During a separate traffic stop, a second driver was
also arrested for Felony Driving Habitual Offender.”
Also during this period, a total
of 227 traffic stops were made and
several summonses were issued for
various traffic offenses. A total of 58
speeding summonses were issued
along with 5 seat belt violations and
6 child restraint violations. There
were 65 summonses issued for various other traffic offenses.
Notice to the public
Fire hydrant flushing
The Town of Front Royal Department of Environmental Services
announced that town crews will
be flushing fire hydrants throughout the community during weekdays beginning Monday, October
18 through Friday, October 29 between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and
3:00 p.m.
Hydrant flushing helps to keep
water lines free of deposit buildup
and allows workers to check the
mechanical operation of fire hydrants. Bi-annual flushing is necessary to provide better water quality
and fire protection. Doing this work
during the day allows our crews to
perform minor repairs to hydrants
to provide continued operation.
Customers may experience periods of lower water pressure and/or
discoloration of their water during

flushing. If you experience discolored water, run your cold-water
tap until it clears. During periods
of discoloration, postpone washing
clothes and limit your use of hot
water until the cold water clears.
This hydrant flushing could also
result in water on the roadways.
Road travelers are asked to take extra care during this time.
If you have any questions, please
contact the Department of Environmental Services office at (540)
635-7819, Monday through Friday,
7:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Sustainable Farming
The Economic Development Authority announced on September
28th that in June of this year Upperville’s Ayrshire Farm purchased the
12,000 square foot facility at Kelley
Industrial Park that once housed
the Walden Foods operation.
The facility was purchased for
$1.2 million dollars and will serve
as a processing center for meats and
foods for Ayrshire Farm’s Home
Farm Store, Hunter’s head Tavern,
wholesale, online, and catering operations.
“We are very pleased to welcome
Ayrshire Farm to Warren County,”
said Patty Wines, chairwoman of
the Economic Development Authority. “Their products and methods are innovative, sustainable, and
it’s a great use for the Walden Foods
facility.”
Ms. Lerner, the owner of Ayrshire Farm, has established a national working model for humane
sustainable farming by combining
21st Century technology with traditional farming practices. Ayrshire
is the first farm in Virginia to meet
both Certified Humane and Certified Organic standards. In 2002,
Ayrshire Farm received the federal
designation of USDA Certified Organic; it also holds the distinction
of being the first farm in the U.S. to
receive the Certified Humane designation for its veal program.
The Warren County processing
facility will employ 20 workers.
For more information, visit Ayrshire’s web site for additional information, www.ayshirefarm.com.
Contest to Name Front Royal’s
New Trolley
Virginia Regional Transit (VRT)
in coordination with the Town of
Front Royal is replacing the twenty-one passenger FRAT bus with
a trolley. The new trolley needs a
name that showcases the service
and benefits it offers to the citizens
of Front Royal.
VRT will be accepting submis-

sions beginning September 27
through October 11, 2010. You
may submit your suggestions and
comments several ways:
· Email to NameTheTrolley@vatransit.org;
· Give directly to the FRAT bus
drivers or;
· Snail mail to VRT, 1099 Brandy
Knoll Ct, Culpeper, VA 22701.
Contact:
Greg McGowan, CCTM/CSSM
Virginia Regional Transit, West
Central Region Transit Manager
1099 Brandy Knoll Court
Culpeper, VA 22701
Office     540-825-2456
FAX       540-825-6563
Cell       571-217-3136
www.vatransit.org
2010 Hunt Country Cluster Dog
Show
Three days of all-breed dog shows,
featuring confirmation judging,
obedience and rally trials will take
place at Historic Long Branch, 830
Long Branch Lane, Millwood, Virginia on Oct. 1, 2 and 3. The show is
sponsored by Old Dominion Kennel Club of Northern Virginia and
the Warrenton Kennel Club. More
than 150 breeds and varieties with
over 1,500 entries will compete
each day for the coveted Best-InShow award.
Dog show tours will be available on
Saturday. These tours will explain
the workings of a dog show and
how each dog is judged until the final selection of Best-In-Show.
Meet-the-Dog presentations on
Sunday offer spectators a chance to
meet the various breeds and their
owners. Educational materials will
be available to help you select the
ideal breed for your family.
Ample parking, food, and vendors
selling all sorts of dog-related supplies, artwork, books, jewelry and
memorabilia will be there.
Admission is $5.00 per carload.
No un-entered dogs, please!
Judging schedules will be posted on Monday, September 27, on
www.warrentonkc.org and www.
odkc.org.
Confirmation judging will begin at
8:00 a.m. each day.

The news
and one partial pint of blood.
McAlister’s Deli donated tea and
cookies for the participants. “The
River” 95.3 came out from 1:00-3:00
to promote the drive over the radio,
and HealthSource Chiropractic donated samples of Bio Freeze Pain
Relieving Spray, a sports water bottle, free exam coupons, and even
gave some lucky donors a free hand
massage.
HealthSource
extends
their
thanks to the American Red Cross
and all the local businesses for supporting the blood drive. A special
thanks to McAlister’s Deli and The
River 95.3. HealthSource would also
like to thank all of their patients for
spreading the word and/or donating.
For more information or to find
out about our next blood drive
please feel free to contact Dr. Jeremy D. Busch, D.C., C.C.S.P.,
C.S.C.S., C.Ht. of HealthSource
of Front Royal at (540) 635-4440,
or email Jenna at hsfrontroyal@
healthsourcechiro.com.
HealthSource is located at 840 John Marshall Highway Suite E, Front Royal,
VA 22630.
Oktoberfest on Main St. Oct. 1
The Humane Society of Warren
County and its supporters mark the
German festival “Oktoberfest” with
traditional gingerbread by Helga
Hohn-Heiberg of Blue Mountain
and wines and beers by Christian
Failmezger at Vino E Formaggio,
124 Main Street, on Friday, Oct. 1,
starting with a “Yappy Hour” at 5
p.m., proceeds go to the Julia Wag-

ner Animal Shelter in Front Royal.
Dinner follows the convivial “Yappy
Hour” at 7 p.m. Join the festivities
and help our homeless animals.
CRC open house
It’s that time of year again – in
fact, the only time of year when
the gates to the Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute (SCBI,
formerly CRC - Conservation and
Research Center) in Front Royal,
Va., open to the public.
During the Autumn Conservation Festival being held Saturday,
Oct. 2 and Sunday, Oct. 3, from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m., visitors can tour the
sprawling campus in the beautiful
Shenandoah Valley, meet some of
SCBI’s world-renowned scientists
and get a peek at some of the endangered animals that call SCBI
home. The festival is full of country
fun—live music, draft horse wagon
rides and cavalry maneuvers.
SCBI runs one of the world’s most
extensive programs on conservation biology research and focuses
on topics such as ecology monitoring, animal reproduction, nutrition and genetic diversity. Facilities
at SCBI include a global mapping
laboratory, a veterinary clinic and
several field stations and ecologymonitoring areas.
A $30 car pass, which covers up
to six people, is required for admission and can be purchased on the
Zoo’s website or at the Front Royal/Warren County Visitor’s Center,
located at 414 E. Main St. in Front
Royal. Visit the National Zoo’s website for more details.

American Red Cross Blood Drive
The American Red Cross held a
blood drive on September 22nd,
2010 at HealthSource Chiropractic and Progressive Rehab in Front
Royal, Virginia. Wednesday’s goal
was to collect 20 pints of blood.
Thanks to over 30 people who made
appointments to donate blood
as well as a few walk-ins, the Red
Cross was able to collect 24 pints

Artist/sculptor/photographer Helga Hohn-Heiberg
created this four-foot by two-foot gingerbread German “schloss” (castle) which may be viewed and
won at Friday night’s Oktoberfest celebration to aid
the Humane Society’s Wagner Animal Shelter at Vino
e Formaggio, 124 E. Main St.
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Front Royal-Warren County Chamber of Commerce
GET NOTICED IN THE CHAMBER
THING!
Do you have information that you want to
get out to our membership? Well have we
got the Thing for you – it’s the Chamber
Thing! Deadline for inclusion is Friday,
October 1st. Please bring 600 copies of
your insert (no larger than 8.5x11) to the
Chamber office and we will get you in The
Chamber Thing for October. Mailings are
made quarterly and the cost is just $75. If
you need copies made, we can handle that
for you too! Just $0.25/each for color copies and $0.10/each for black/white. What a
deal – don’t miss out on the next big Thing
– The Chamber Thing! Call Pam at 540635-3185 or email info@frontroyalchamber.com for more information.
TRADEFEST – OFFICE HOURS
Due to tradefest, the office will be closing on Tuesday at 11am and will remain
closed until 9am on Thursday morning. If
you need to reach someone, please contact Pam at 540-551-2100.
Don’t miss the Brew & Blues Festival on
Saturday, October 16th, Noon – 6 p.m.
in downtown Front Royal. Entertainment
provided by Terry Oates & the Mudcats.
There will be over 20 microbrews available
for tasting. Tickets for tasting are $15 in
advance or $20 at the gate and include a
tasting glass and a tasting card with 4 tastings. Additional tasting cards and glasses
of beer may also be purchased. Get your
ticket now and save at www.brewandblues.
com. You may also buy tickets at the Front
Royal Visitor’s Center & Chamber office
beginning next week. Sponsorship opportunities are available. There are two
$500 event sponsorships available that
include signage at the event, tickets and
booth space. You can sponsor a beer for
just $100 (limited available) which includes
your name on signage with the sponsored
beer logo and 2 tickets to the event. Beer
choices are given on a first come, first
serve basis, so call the chamber today to
sponsor yours. If you would like to be a
craft or food vendor at the event, please
click here for the application: http://www.
brewandblues.com/images/vendor_application.pdf. For more information contact
the Chamber at 635-3185 or email info@
frontroyalchamber.com.
iPHONE TIPS & TRICKS SEMINAR
Mid-Atlantic Protel your Premiere AT&T location in Front Royal is proud to announce
our iPhone Tips and Tricks seminar. The
class will be held at the Front Royal Chamber of Commerce from 5:30pm – 7pm on
October 5. The class will show you different ways to make better use of your
iPhone in your personal and business
life. You do not need to be an AT&T customer or even have an iPhone to attend
this seminar. We are asking that anyone
who would like to attend to please RSVP
by either calling 540-635-1114 or emailing
mjenkins@4protel.com. All attendees that
RSVP will receive a special gift courtesy of

Mid-Atlantic ProTel. Please sign up soon
as the class is sure to fill up quickly. You
may also RSVP to the Chamber office by
calling 540-635-3185 or sending an email
to info@frontroyalchamber.com.
MEMBER NEWS
The Front Royal Rotary Club is looking for
art and craft vendors to participate in an
event on October 2, 2010, from 12-5pm.
“Shagging on the Shenandoah”, featuring North Carolina style barbeque and
music by Bill Deals’ Rhondells, is a joint
venture between the Area 1 Rotary Clubs
and Shenandoah University to raise funds
for rebuilding a K-12 school in Haiti. Up to
$100,000 of the monies raised locally will
be matched by Rotary International. Vendor booths are $100 each, the fee includes
2 regularly priced meal/event tickets ($45/
each value). Applications can be found
online at http://www.shaggingontheshenandoah.com or by calling Kym Crump
at 671-3482 or via email at kymcrump@
gmail.com.
The Blue Ridge Arts Council is pleased
to present a solo exhibit by member artist
Wilson Webb, Plein Air & Portraits, featuring 25 new works. Mr. Webb is the 2009
& 2010 Best In Member Show winner.
The exhibit will run through November 5,
2010. The gallery is located at 305 East
Main Street, Front Royal, VA, and is open
Monday-Friday, from 9am-5pm.
Royal Oak Computers and Passages
Travel are inviting you to start 2011 off
right with a Bahamas Cruise! No Flying required!! No need to miss college classes!
Cruise departs January 2nd and returns
January 9th. Have fun and get away for a
great price! For more information call Craig
or Debbie at Royal Oak Computers, 540635-7064.
Blue Ridge Hospice Thrift Store is currently accepting donations of bagged candy.
They would like to participate in Hometown
Halloween again this year and encourage
you to bring any unopened bags of halloween candy to the store before the Sunday,
October 31st celebration. They are located
at 113 E. Main Street in Front Royal.
Main Street Daily Grind recently “redecorated” with new tables & chairs. If you are
interested in purchasing the old, please
come by the store any weekday before
2pm and ask for Herb. Photos of the old
tables/chairs can be found on their facebook page: www.facebook.com/MainStreetDailyGrind. While you’re there, try
one of their pumpkin smoothies or Pumpkin Lattes. Pumpkin Spice drip coffee is
available starting this week as well. And
remember, for a $25 minimum order, they
will deliver lunch to your office – so gather
up your office mates and get your lunch
orders ready!
The Northern Virginia 4-H Educational
Center announces the “4-H Center Remount Depot Open House” on Saturday
& Sunday, Oct. 2-3, 10 am to 4 pm. This

event is free and open to the public. There
will be a tour of the historic US Army Horse
Barn, Quartermasters Building, and Dip
Barn. See US cavalry soldier re-enactors
in a live horseback riding demonstration.
Enjoy a US customs dog handling demonstration and free lemonade & cookies. For
more information call 635-7171.
Warren County Fire & Rescue announces
Fire Prevention Week kickoff event will be
October 3rd, 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. at Front Royal Fire Station #1. There will be free hot
dogs, drinks, live fire demonstrations, fire
safety materials for the family, games and
prizes for the kids. Learn how to protect
your family and home from the dangers of
fire!!! For more information call 540-6363830.
The Warren Memorial Hospital Foundation invites you to join us at the 3rd Annual
Charitable Planning Strategies & Ethics
Seminar, a continuing education program
for Professional Advisors. This FREE
seminar is hosted by the Warren, Shenandoah and Page Memorial Hospital Foundations. It will be held on Thursday, October
7th at the Woodstock Holiday Inn Express,
1130 Motel Drive, Woodstock, VA from 8
a.m. – 11 a.m. with a continental breakfast
provided. The speaker is Johni Hays, JD,
CAP, CLU of The Stelter Company. Ms.
Hays is the Senior Gift Planning Consultant and a national publisher of planned
giving newsletters and Web products for
charities. She’s the author of the book, Essentials of Annuities and co-author of the
book, The Tools and Techniques of Charitable Planning. Johni has been quoted in
the Wall Street Journal and has published
charitable planning articles in Estate Planning, Life Insurance Selling, Fundraising
Success and National Underwriter magazines. This seminar has been approved
for CLE by the Virginia State Bar. Earn 3
hours of CLE credits, including one hour of
required annual credits in ethics. Topics
include: Recommending Life Income Gifts
in the Context of Estate Planning: Charitable Remainder Trusts (CRT) and Charitable Gift Annuities (CGA), and Ethical Issues in Gift Planning. Please pre-register
by October 1, 2010 by emailing Jenny
Grooms, WMH Director of Development at
jgrooms@valleyhealthlink.com or calling
540-636-0363 for more information.
Around Your Kitchen is offering Afternoon
Tea on Sunday, October 10 at 12:30 p.m.
Afternoon Tea promises to be a special
event to share with your family or your
best friends! Enjoy traditional scones, tea
sandwiches and sweets while sipping tea
from collected antique tea cups! Have
some fun and don your favorite Afternoon
Tea attire! Guests will vote on their choice
of Most Fabulous Tea Hat and the winner will receive a $25.00 gift certificate.
Make your reservations today as space is
limited. $25.00 per person. Around Your
Kitchen also announces the First Annual
Gingerbread House Contest. Entry forms
are available in the store. No cost to enter
but entries must follow rules and regulations as stated on entry form. All entries

will be placed in our display windows for
the community to enjoy and place votes
for their favorite house during the Holiday
season. First prize: $100 gift certificate,
Second Prize: $50 gift certificate, Third
Prize: Holiday cake from Cakes by Ruth.
Not sure where to start? Attend the Gingerbread House Class on Saturday, November 6, 1:30 p.m. Call us for details:
540-635-5971.
Randolph-Macon Academy will host an
open house on Monday, October 11, from
10:00 am to 2:00 pm. This event is open to
the entire community. Students interested
in attending the Academy are especially
encouraged to attend with their parents.
Attendees will receive a tour of the campus and meet with admissions counselors,
teachers, and students. Appointments
are required. For more information or to
RSVP, please call 540-636-5484, or visit
www.rma.edu.
“George Karnes, Financial Advisor with
Edward Jones presents Social Security
“Perception VS Reality”. This seminar
will feature David Melton from the Social
Security Administration who will discuss
current Social Security options. The seminar will take place Tuesday, October 12th
- 9:00 AM at The Apple House in Linden,
VA. Breakfast will be served. While this
seminar is free, seating is limited and reservations are required. Please RSVP by
calling Susan Ritter at 540-635-6798.
Play N Trade Video Games hosted a International MADDEN 2011 tournament in
August. All local gamers were invited to
the MADDEN 2011 challenge. Matt Barr
(Front Royal) entered the tournament and
advanced through the local round, through
regional’s, all the way to the finals where
he played a close match with a “pro” gamer. “It was definitely a lot of fun and a really
cool experience”. “It was nice to know that
I was one of the best in the country” said
Barr. Barr received over a $1,000 dollars
in prizes for his outstanding play. “I am
extremely proud of what Matt has accomplished”. “It was great watching Matt advance the further he progressed the bigger
his cheering squad got”. “There are a lot of
people that take competitive gaming very
seriously and we hope to make it even
more popular in our area”. “Tournaments
are just one of the differentiators that set us
apart from other retailers and Play N Trade
Video Games is the only place you can experience these kinds of tournaments in the
area”. “The tournaments we have in our
stores are always so much fun” said Will
Lawrence, owner. The tournament was
sponsored by Monster Energy Drink, Gunnar Optics, Ledo Pizza, Anytime Fitness,
Virgin Gaming, and EA Sports.
Free one-on-one private foreclosure prevention counseling services are available
through the Blue Ridge Housing Network
(BRHN). BRHN received a $10,000 Virginia Housing Development Authority (VHDA)
grant this month to support individuals who
need counseling for foreclosure prevention, loss mitigation strategies and default.

The Apple House is producing our newest
fall “pumpkin donuts with cream cheese
icing”. They are sinful and go great as a
dessert or with a hardy country breakfast
of farm fresh brown eggs, hash browns,
Virginia Ham, bacon or sausage and toast.
Kinda makes you feel cozy all over with
Fall in the air. Sweet Cider is in as well as
our fall selections of gifts, Virginia Foods
and wines.
The PSA blood test is one way to find prostate cancer early, but deciding whether to
get the test isn’t always clear cut. The
American Cancer Society recommends
that men have a chance to make an informed decision with their health care
provider about whether to be screened for
prostate cancer. The decision should be
made after getting information about the
uncertainties, risks, and potential benefits
of prostate cancer screening. Men should
not be screened unless they have received
this information. Make sure the men in your
life have the latest information on early detection of prostate cancer. Being informed
can save lives. Call 1-800-227-2345 or visit cancer.org to learn how we can help you
stay well. The discussion about screening should take place at age 50 for men
who are at average risk of prostate cancer
and are expected to live at least 10 more
years. This discussion should take place
starting at age 45 for men at high risk of
developing prostate cancer. This includes
African American men and men who have
a first-degree relative (father, brother, or
son) diagnosed with prostate cancer at an
early age (younger than age 65). For men
at even higher risk (those with several firstdegree relatives who had prostate cancer
at an early age), this discussion should
take place at age 40.
TOWN OF FRONT ROYAL
Monday, September 27th, 7 p.m. at the
Government Center
UPCOMING EVENTS
October 2 - Shaggin on the Shenandoah
October 5 - iPhone Tips & Tricks, 5:30 p.m.
at the Chamber
October 6 - Small Business Committee,
8:30 a.m. at the Chamber
October 6 - Valley Business Today, 12:30
p.m. on The River 95.3 FM
October 7 - Tourism Committee, 2 p.m. at
the Chamber
October 9 - Festival of Leaves
October 11 - Chamber Closed – Columbus
Day
October 12 - Chamber Board of Directors
meeting, 5:00 p.m. at the Chamber
October 13 - Ambassadors, 8:30 a.m. at
the Chamber
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Ask Stewart
Dear Stewart,
How come there aren’t more trees in
our local shopping center parking lots?
Big Shopper
Dear Big Shopper,

Ask
Stewart

I’m glad you asked this. Stewart has
been thinking the same thing.
In past years, the primary requirements in municipal code for shopping
centers and parking lots were for how
many parking spaces to provide. Trees
and shading were secondary thoughts.
More recently, studies have shown that
shoppers will frequent stores and shopping centers that are well landscaped.
Think about the difference in appearance of our Main Street from no trees at
all to what we have now.
Let’s think about the benefits of trees
in our shopping areas. Not only can you
park your car in the shade, the trees will

actually help absorb the pollutants your
car sends into our atmosphere. Planted
in the right areas, trees can absorb rain
runoff and help prevent flooding. I’m
sure there is also reduction of sounds
and noise from all that nice green leafy
material, as well. And, again, people will
tend to shop at places that have trees and
landscaping.
Now, there are challenges for these
trees, also. When the parking lot was
built, all the good topsoil gets taken away
and the entire area is heavily compacted.
Parking lots are generally designed to
shed water away from them, so the trees
may not get the necessary watering. The
trees are surrounded by black asphault,
which in the summer, gets very hot and
can damage the foliage. They can also be
good targets for car doors and careless
drivers. It has been said that the average
tree in this environment has a lifespan of
about seven years and you can see why.
All is not so bleak, however. Proper
design and tree selection will greatly

help. If larger tree “islands” are built
instead of postage stamp sized tree pits,
the trees have a better chance for developing. Good trees to choose for this type
of environment include Hedge Maple,
Ginkgo, Goldenrain tree, and Sawtooth
Oak, among several others. Other design features would include drainage of
water towards the tree islands and proper soil types installed before the trees are
planted.
You will see newer shopping centers
designed with trees and landscaping
in mind. This is because municipalities have realized the importance of the
“green” part of designing them. Some
of the older shopping areas still have a
chance, however. Grants and tree planting programs are available to provide
upgrades at very little cost. All it takes
is willingness to pursue it and partnership between property owners and local
government to get it done.
Stewart

Humane Society of Warren County

The Front Royal/Warren County Tree
Steward program has been in existence since 1997. With 24 certified
tree stewards and 7new interns, they
are volunteers dedicated to improving
the health of trees by providing educational programs, tree planting and care
demonstrations, and tree maintenance
assistance throughout the community. Through classroom training and
hands-on practice, Tree Stewards learn
the basics of tree biology and physiology, tree identification, planting, and
maintenance techniques. Tree Stewards make a commitment to improving
and protecting their community forest. Each month Steward will answer a
question from our readers. If you have
a questions regarding tree planting,
care or maintenance, please forward it
to “Stewart” in care of frwctreestewards@comcast.net and we may publish
it in a future issue.

Monday thru Sunday 10 am to 4 pm- Closed Wednesdays • 1245 Progress Drive, Front Royal, VA • 540-635-4734 • humanesocietywc@gmail.com
The next Rabies Vaccination Clinic will be held at the Shelter on Saturday, October 16th, 2010, from 10 am to 4 pm. We will have a Vet on site to give Rabies and
Distemper Combo vaccinations for dogs and cats. Microchipping, deworming, ear cleaning, nail trims, and flea/tick treatments will also be available. All dogs must be on
leashes (NO RETRACTABLE LEASHES) and cats must be in carriers. FIRST COME FIRST SERVE. If your pet has had a previous vaccination, please bring that certificate with you. Donations are accepted and appreciated. Thank you for supporting the Humane Society.
Check out our other adoptable pets on www.warrenco.petfinder.com

540 635-4734

Sammy is a neutered male
Yellow Lab mix, 4 years old.
He’s house trained, good with
other animals and loves to
play fetch.

Bowser is a male Pit mix
who has been at the shelter
for almost 4 months. He is
adorable, full of energy and
love. He is 6-7 months old.

Baby is a male Pit mix, 11 months
old. He is good with dogs and children, but he does play rough. He
knows sit and is a very sweet dog.

Rosie is a female Bloodhound
mix. She is 10 months old. She
was abandoned by her family
and needs a new family to love
her.

Sammy’s ad sponsored by:

Bowser’s ad sponsored by:

Baby’s ad sponsored by:

Rosie’s ad sponsored by:

Martins Foods
409 South St.
Front Royal
540-635-2249

Wanda Snead
Property Management
Serving the area for 16 years
Sam Snead Realty
540-635-9753
SamSneadRealty.com

Little Red Dog
Pet Services

1 FREE lesson w/adoption, call for info.

Andrea Coats
Certified Dog Trainer
540-551-0994

All Creatures
Pet Care
24/7

636-3456

petsit4u@shentel.net

If you are interested in adopting one of our dogs, the adoption fee is $145 and includes the spay/neuter, vaccinations, microchip, flea/tick treatment and deworming. Thank you for your support of the
Humane Society. With your help we have been able to place thousands of animals in good homes. Contact Alison @ 540-551-2072 if you would like to become a pet sponsor too!
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Fri Oct 1, 2010

12 and up. Please register.

Forecast for 22630 (73° |
45°)

Sun Oct 3, 2010

1:30pm - 2:30pm Education
Committee meets at chamber office
2pm - 4pm Vino E Formaggio Wine Tasting:
Where: 124 E. Main Street
Always Free, Always Fun!
vinoeformaggio.com
6352812
Sat Oct 2, 2010
Forecast for 22630 (72° |
45°)
8am - 4pm Warren County
Fair Flea Market at the fairgrounds
540-635-5827 warrencountyfair.com/15.html
9am - 1pm Farmers Market
Where: Main Street Front
Royal, Virginia
frontroyalfarmers
market.
com
10am - 4pm 4-H Center
Event:
Where: Northern VA 4-H
center
For more info call (540) 6357171
10am - 3pm Smithsonian
Autumn Conservation Festival
Smithsonian’s Conservation
Biology Institute
http://nationalzoo.si.edu/ActivitiesAndEvents/Celebrations/
12pm - 5pm “Shagging on
the Shenandoah” Help raise
funds to rebuild a school in
Haiti
Where: 1800 Block of N.
Royal Avenue Front Royal,
Virginia
Go to their facebook page
for more information
2pm - 3pm Samuels Public
Library: Today is Teen Creative Writing Club for Ages

Forecast for 22630 (65° |
41°)
8am - 4pm Warren County
Fair Flea Market at the fairgrownds
10am - 4pm 4-H Center
Event
Where: Northern Virginia 4H Center
More Information:
(540)
635-7171
10am - 3pm Smithsonian
Autumn Conservation Festival
Smithsonian’s Conservation
Biology Institute
http://nationalzoo.si.edu/ActivitiesAndEvents/Celebrations/
11am - 4pm Fire Prevention
Week Event
Where: Front Royal Fire Department in Front Royal, Virginia
Today is the Fire Prevention
Week Kick-Off Event at the
Fire Department located
on Commerce Avenue.
Tue Oct 5, 2010
12:30pm - 1pm Tourism
Tuesday. The River 95.3
FM. Hear the latest tourism related news and events
every Tuesday at 12:30! If
you can’t listen live check
out the podcasts at theriver953online.com/
2pm - 3pm Ambassador’s
Club at the Chamber Office
Wed Oct 6, 2010
8:30am - 9:30am Small
Business Committee at the
Chamber Office
10am - 11am Samuels Public Library. Today is Toddler
Story Time. Theme: Mr.
Moon.

11am - 12pm Samuels Public Library. Today is Preschool Story Time. Theme:
Mr. Moon.
12:30pm - 1pm Warren
County Business On The
River 95.3
Thu Oct 7, 2010
9am - 10am Tourism Committee at the Chamber Office
10am - 11am Samuels Public Library. Today is Toddler
Story Time. Theme: Mr.
Moon.
11am - 12pm
Samuels
Public Library. Today is Preschool Story Time. Theme:
Mr. Moon.
3pm - 7pm Farmers Market
Where: Main Street Front
Royal, Virginia
frontroyalfarmers
market.
com
4:30pm - 5:30pm Samuels
Public Library in Front Royal,
Virginia. Today is Big Kids
Story Time for Kindergarten
and up. Theme: PrehistoricTimes
6:30pm - 7:30pm The Battle of Front Royal in White
Meeting Room A
Featuring Richard Kleese,
local historian and author.
Kleese, who has
written books on Shenandoah County in the Civil War,
the 23rd Virginia Cavalry,
and the 49th
Virginia Cavalry, will speak
on the Battle of Front Royal,
a part of Stonewall Jackson’s
campaign
through the Shenandoah
Valley.
facebook.com/event.
php?eid=140723965959490

FrVaToday.com
ernment Center in Front
Royal, Virginia
Pre-registration is required.
For more information or to
register call Art Kasson @
540-622-6103. Cost: FREE
Sat Oct 9, 2010
8am - 4pm Warren County
Fair Flea Market at the fairgrounds
540-635-5827 warrencountyfair.com/15.html
9am - 1pm Farmers Market
Where: Main Street Front
Royal, Virginia
frontroyalfarmers
market.
com
9am - 6pm Festival of Leaves
on Main Street
Today is the 40th Annual
Festival of Leaves held in
Downtown FrontRoyal at
Main/Chester
Streets.
Enjoy
various
live
entertainment,vendors, Children’s Corner and Parade.
Sponsored by: Warren HeritageSociety
9am - 3pm Hunter Education Course
Where: Warren County Government Center in Front
Royal, Virginia
Pre-registration is required.
For more information or to
register call Art Kasson @
540-622-6103. Cost: FREE
1:30pm - 2:30pm Samuels
Public Library in Front Royal,
Virginia. Today the Knitting
Club meets. It is for ages 9
and up. Please register.
Sun Oct 10, 2010
8am - 4pm Warren County
Fair Flea Market at the fairgrounds.
540-635-5827 warrencountyfair.com/15.html

Fri Oct 8, 2010

Mon Oct 11, 2010

5pm - 10pm Hunter Education Course
Where: Warren County Gov-

COLUMBUS DAY
Town business offices will
be CLOSED today in obser-

vance of ColumbusDay.
Trash/Recycling will be
picked up Wednesday, October 12, 2010.There will be
no Yard Waste
picked up Wednesday, October 12, 2010.
Tue Oct 12, 2010
12:30pm - 1pm Tourism
Tuesday. The River 95.3
FM. Hear the latest tourism related news and events
every Tuesday at 12:30! If
youcan’t listen live check
out the podcasts at theriver953online.com
7pm - 7pm BAR Meeting at
Town Hall 2nd floor conference room
7pm - 8pm Council Meeting
at County of Warren Government Center
Wed Oct 13, 2010
3:30pm - 5pm Chamber
Board Meeting at Chamber
Office
Thu Oct 14, 2010
3pm - 7pm Farmers Market
Where: Main Street Front
Royal, Virginia
frontroyalfarmers
market.
com

To advertise in
Warren County
Report:
Contact Alison at
alisond@warrencountyreport.com
540-551-2072
or
Angie Buterakos at
angie@warrencountyreport.com
540-683-9197
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65 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

65 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

THE ONLY FULL-LINE CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP DEALERSHIP
SERVICING WARREN CO. PAGE CO. FREDERICK CO. & THE WINCHESTER AREA

15.00 OFF

$

4-wheel
alignment

Buy one Oil & Filter change, for $29.95
And Get the Next 3 For
FREE!!!
Oil change coupons expire 24 months from the date of the original lube, oil & filter purchase at participating Chrysler Group LLC dealers only. (Up to 5 quarts only. Additional charges may be applied for HEMI® and fluid disposal.)
Service Contract Essential Care oil change offer is made by the dealer, who is solely responsible for it. Plan offered
on 1983 to current year vehicles (excluding Crossfire, Viper, Prowler, Diesels, SRT10® and all other vehicles that
require synthetic or semi-synthetic oils.) Competetive makes also apply.

Expires Oct. 15, 2010

Expires Oct. 15, 2010

Nitro-Fill

SPECIAL

$

39.95

+ Tax

Fill All Tires with Nitrogen, Includes
12 mos. Road Side Assistance, Road
Hazard Protection, Free Pressure
Checks, Tire Replacement & Much
More. Helps Increase Fuel Economy,
Extend Tire Life, Improves Handling,
Reduces Pressure Fluctuations
Expires Oct. 15, 2010

DETAIL SPECIAL
Reg. $149.99
$
+ Tax

99.95

• Hand Wash & Wax Exterior
• Vacuum & Shampoo Interior
• Clean & Protect Leather
(If equipped)
• Clean Engine • Clean Trunk
• Treat All Exterior Trim

(MOST CARS, VANS & TRUCKS SLIGHTLY HIGHER)

Expires Oct. 15, 2010

$25.00
•
•
•
•
•

OFF

Transmission
Power Steering
Brake System
Cooling System
Differential Fluid

Some models may require special fluid.
See service advisor for details.

39.95

+ Tax

Expires Oct. 15, 2010

Expires Oct. 15, 2010

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES AND MODELS!
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
OPEN ALL DAY SATURDAY TO SERVE YOU!
Take advantage of any three of our current
service specials and receive the complete detail
special for $49.95. Over $110.00 in savings!

2006 Dodge
Stratus SXT

1998 Dodge Dakota
Sport 4X4

54,216 Miles
# 10LI230C

99,539 Miles
#10Q4184B

WAS
$9,995

WAS

WOW! ONLY

$7,860

battery charge
& system test
Expires Oct. 15, 2010

ROTATE &
BALANCE &
4 WHEEL
BRAKE CHECK
$

FREE

$9,995

Back to school
SPECIAL
$

89.95 + Tax

Includes: Lube, oil &filter change,
rotate 4 tires, cooling system
drain & refill, replace wiper blades
and brake inspection.
Some vehicles higher. Coupon must be
presented at time of write-up. Shop supplies,
hazardous waste removal and tax additional. Not
valid with any other offer or advertised specials.

Expires Oct. 15, 2010

High Mileage Special

15% OFF

ANY SERVICE
For Vehicles With More
Than 80,000 Miles
Not to exceed $150
Expires Oct. 15, 2010

WOW! ONLY

$6,940

2007 JEEP Liberty
Sport 4X4

2004 Chevrolet
Malibu

35,217 Miles
#A814A

82,676 Miles
#A791B

WOW! ONLY

$14,989

WAS
$18,995

WOW! ONLY

$6,628

WAS
$9,995

