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Suspect arrested in Walmart bank robbery
Maryland man to be extradited here after surrendering on unrelated charge

Suspect in security film from Wal-mart’s Woodforest
National Bank and in Maryland mug shot - that suspect has been identified as Damon S. Robinson of
Woodstock, Maryland.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
The Warren County Sheriff ’s
Office has reported the arrest of
a Maryland man in connection
with the Aug. 12 robbery of the
Woodforest Bank in the Riverton
Commons Wal-mart.
According to an Aug. 16 press
release, “On Monday, August 15
… the Warren County Sheriff ’s
Office received information relating to the identity of the subject responsible for the August
12 robbery of the Woodforest
Bank located inside of Walmart
in Warren County.
“According to Sheriff Daniel

T. McEathron the lead resulted
in the positive identification of
Damon Stanley Robinson, 38, of
2813 Lindin Way, Woodstock,
Maryland, as the alleged suspect.
It was discovered that Robinson
was wanted by Howard County
on an unrelated charge,” the release continued.
The WCSO then coordinated
with their counterparts in Howard County and Robinson is reported to have turned himself in
on the existing Howard County
charge to authorities there later
on Aug. 15.
Information from local authorities indicate the Howard County
charge, though not specified in

Banking “that way” was probably not what the Riverton Commons Walmart in-store Woodforest Bank had
in mind with its “Banking Your Way … Every Day and
Night!” slogan.
the press release, was domestic
violence related. It was not clear
from the information provided
whether Robinson realized he
had been targeted in the Warren
County robbery when he turned
himself in to Howard County authorities on the unrelated charge.
Mid-week Robinson was being
held in the Howard County Correctional facility awaiting extradition on the robbery charge filed
by the Warren County Sheriff ’s
Office.
Sheriff McEathron advised that

media coverage played an important role in the investigation and
the eventual identification of the
suspect, the press release stated.

money not specified by authorities at the time, the suspect exited
the store. However, by Monday
the rumor mill in the Walmart
aisles expressed a belief the suspect left with $10,000 cash and
an unpaid-for loaf of bread.
Security camera photos released
later that day and published in
the media showed “a black male,
described as 6-foot-1 to 6-foot3 and 260 pounds … wearing a
black T-shirt and khaki shorts
and khaki ball cap …”
Authorities also stated they
were seeking information on “a
two-door, dark-colored car with
a dark convertible top” possibly
involved in the getaway.
The robbery and its aftermath
seemed to have little, if any impact on Walmart shoppers as the
afternoon progressed following,
or even during the robbery.
(Info from releases)

The robbery
As reported on our website
– www.warrencountyreport.com
– on Aug. 12, a suspect entered
the Walmart in Warren County’s
522 North Commercial Corridor
at 12:50 PM and passed a note
demanding money.
After receiving an amount of
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South Street apartment fire contained
Residents work together to alert neighbors, kitten rescued
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Warren County fire and rescue units were dispatched for
an apartment fire the evening
of Tuesday, Aug. 16 at 10 South
Street in Front Royal.
Units arrived to find smoke from
second floor windows and one
occupant on the first story roof.
Occupant removed himself from
the roof as firefighters conducted
search of second floor. Fire was
located in the kitchen of Apartment D, starting on the stove
and extending up to cabinets.
Fire was extinguished using one
hand-line, confining fire to kitchen and contents. The occupant
of Apartment D, Keith Ferguson,
was treated on scene for smoke
inhalation by fire and rescue per-

sonnel but refused transport to
hospital. There were no injuries
to Fire and Rescue personnel.
Fire damage was confined to
Apartment D, with smoke damage to C and D. Apt. C was uninhabitable as well. Damage
estimates at $15,000. Cause of
the fire was a pan of grease left
unattended on stove. Investigators also found the smoke alarm
inoperable in apartment due to
no batteries, fire extinguishers
out of date, exit lights burned
out and blocked electrical panel
boxes. Occupants of Apts. C and
D were being assisted by Winchester/Clarke Chapter of Red
Cross. Fire units also assisted by
Front Royal Police Department
with traffic and crowd control.
The Warren County Department Fire and Rescue Services

encourages those occupants of
apartments or rental property,
etc. and notice fire hazards and
inoperable fire detection systems
to notify the Office of the Fire
Chief at 540-636-3830.
Due to simultaneous fire calls
in which the first one was a false
alarm, there was a very large response to this incident.
Resident Karyn Stone, who lived
in the adjacent apartment to Ferguson, told us he had just helped
her upstairs with her laundry
and then yelled to get out of the
building when he discovered the
fire in his apartment. Karyn and
Ferguson were able to alert other
neighbors and everyone was able
to leave without injury. Stone
said despite her warning not to
risk it, Ferguson returned to his
apartment to rescue his kitten.

The rescue was successful, she
reports.
Stone said fire responders were
on the scene within two minutes
and credited them for saving the
building from more damage. She
also thanked the Red Cross for
getting her temporary accommodations at the nearby Super 8
Motel.
Alarm: 6:21 PM
Engines 1, 2, 4, 9, Truck 1, Chief
100
6:22 PM Engines 5, 12, 10, Truck
10 added
On scene: 6:23 PM
Truck 1 and Chief 100
Fill St. 1: 6:32 PM
Engine 6 and Tanker 5
Under Control: 6:38 PM
Cleared Scene: 7:40 PM

(Some info from a release)

Ivy Lodge
Gift Shop
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Front Royal, VA
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Front Royal check cashing business robbed at gunpoint
Suspects arrested in Aug. 15 Front Royal and Stephen’s City robberies
intersection of E. Criser Road and
S. Royal Avenue. The vehicle then
sped off in an aggressive manner
south on Rt. 340. It is not known at
this time whether the two incidents
are related.
Investigation into these incidents
is ongoing and anyone with information or who may recognize
the attached composite sketch is
asked to contact Corporal Kevin
Foltz with the Criminal Investigations Division at 540-636-2208. A
$1,000 cash reward is being offered
to anyone with information leading

Check to Cash suspect
Charvez R. Robinson, 22
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
One day after the incident, Front
Royal Police made a late-evening
arrest of a suspect in the Aug. 15
armed robbery at the Check into
Cash business on South Street in
Front Royal.
Charvez R. Robinson, 22, of Front
Royal has been charged with Robbery, Abduction, Use of Firearm in
the Commission of a Felony and
Grand Larceny. Robinson is currently being held without bond at
the Warren County Jail. No further
details are available at this time as
the investigation is still ongoing.
Anyone with additional information in relation to the robbery is
encouraged to call Corporal Kevin
Foltz with the Criminal Investigations Division at 540-636-2208.
On August 15, at 10:39 AM Front
Royal Police responded to a report
of an armed robbery at Check Into
Cash located in the China Jade-an-

to the arrest and prosecution of the
described subject.
Stephen City bank hit
Also on Monday, Aug. 15, the
Bank of Clarke County in Stephen’s
City was robbed about an hour earlier at 9:26 AM.
Authorities said a woman walked
into the bank at 382 Fairfax Pike and
handed a note to an employee. She
received cash and left the premises
with an unknown amount of money. Authorities said no weapon was

displayed and no one was injured
in the incident.
According to our affiliate Frederick County Report, the Frederick
County Sheriff ’s Office arrested
24-year-old Cecilia Kerns of Stephen’s City in connection with
the robbery around noon that day.
Kerns was arrested at a residence in
Stephen’s City. She was being held
without bond at the Northwestern
Regional Detention Center.
(Info from releases and affiliate FC
Report)

Artist’s composite drawing of suspect police
worked with from victim
description.
chored commercial strip on the 200
block of South Street. According to
the victim, a light skinned black
male entered the business, presented a handgun and demanded money from the teller. He received an
undisclosed amount of cash, then
placed her in a bathroom, ordered
her to remain there and is believed
to have fled the scene on foot.
The victim was not injured during the incident. In addition to the
above, the suspect is further described as being 5’-10” to 6’-2”, 145160 lbs having a thin build, smooth
facial complexion with a mustache
and brown eyes. Suspect was wearing black pants and a black Polo
style short sleeve shirt with a yellow design on the left chest area,
and a black knit style cap.
While police where responding to
this call, it was also reported that a
silver or gray SUV type of vehicle
had driven recklessly through the

800.552.3904
www.myrec.coop

FRPD at the scene in South Street strip mall
REC_Coop Ed_Ad_ 6.0833x8.indd 2
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Air Show

County gears up for Sept. 10 FRR Air Show
Spectacular military demonstrations, aerobatics and the Flying Circus
Virginia Airshow the perfect centerpiece for a fun-filled weekend
family vacation for Northern Virginia and Metro-D.C. residents.
Enjoy hiking, horseback riding,
biking, camping, canoeing, kayaking, fishing, and other outdoor
sports and activities. Marvel at

A vintage World War II P-51
The Front Royal–Warren County
Airport (FRR) is proud to host the
2011 Virginia Air Show on September 10. The 2011 air show features the renowned Bealton Flying
Circus, as many as 14 military aircraft, hot air balloons, gyro copter,
glider, para-sail craft, helicopters,
barn storming, wing walking and
biplane performances, multiple
acrobatic aircraft performances,
and a host of other aircraft flights.
There will also be antique autos,
on-the-ground aircraft displays,
food, and just plain fun for the
whole family.
New for 2011 will be a World War
II P-51 Mustang, an Army UH72 Lakota helicopter, a Yak-55M
aerobatic aircraft, an AT-6 simulating bombing passes, Intermont
military vehicles, and expanded
children’s activities. And this year
Air Show Week, a fun filled week

of related activities, will lead up to
the Air Show.
From its beginning in 2008, the
Virginia Air Show has strived to
remember 9/11 and to promote
aviation. This year features a recognition ceremony of all our veterans and warriors, a wartime
orchestral medley and a remembrance of Flight 93. Through the
efforts of Tommy Heslep we are
continuing our scope to support
the Drug Abuse Resistance Education (D.A.R.E.) program.
Located in off Route 619 in western Warren County, the airport
features picturesque 360 degree
mountain views and easy access
to nearby Front Royal. It is easily
accessible regionally on I-66, I81, and state Routes 340 and 522.
The myriad natural attractions of
the county, nestled in the Northern Shenandoah Valley, make the

Bi-plane wing-walking - wanna try?

nature’s beauty from the Skyline
drive to numerous caverns and
mountain views. The entrances to
both Shenandoah National Park
and Andy Guest Shenandoah River State Park are both within five
miles of the airport. There are also
nearby valley wineries and numer-

ous inns, unique restaurants and
a Civil War Museum in historic
downtown Front Royal.
So, whether you fly-in or drivein, there’s flight, food, and fun for
the whole family!
(From a release)
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Town

Phillip Funk gets a nod and a note for a job well done
Front Royal’s oldest employee just keeps rolling along at 91

Philip Funk on the job
By Malcolm Barr Sr.
Warren County Report
Philip Funk has held a more than
a few jobs in his time, including one in the U.S. Army during
World War II, but this year he was
formally recognized for his 26
years service to the Town of Front
Royal. Not much of a milestone,
26 years, you might say – unless,
at 91, you’re the Town’s oldest
employee.
“I guess they decided to get me
while they had the opportunity,”
Funk agreed in our talk at his
work place - the shack at the entrance to the Town dump (Refuse
and Recycle Center) at the end of
Manassas Street.
Mr. Funk - I call him “Mister”
in deference to his age, 13 years
older than me! - came to my attention a few years ago when I
got to thinking how anonymous
these men seem to be who make
sure our mountains of waste are
properly disposed of. After all, we
see them regularly at least once
a week, but how many of us say
“hi!” or notice their names, never
mind their faces.
Funk and I began greeting each
other a few years ago, chatting
awhile through the van window

while he jotted down tag number,
cautioning me not to leave my
black plastic bags of garden waste
“up there.” No, sir!
It was some time before he let go
that his son-in-law was the thenmayor of Front Royal, Eugene
Tewalt. I was reminded of Mr.
Funk when I ran into Gene Tewalt
at a “Yappy Hour” event on Main
Street a few weeks ago. There, I
met Funk’s daughter, who brought
me up-to-date on her dad, a widower for more than 20 years. “He’s
taken up with a lady friend now,
in West Virginia. Don’t tell him I
told you,” she confided.
I didn’t, but while chatting with
the old man the other day, he
proudly showed me a photograph
of his attractive lady; told me she
was a mere 84, and lived less than
40-minutes away by truck. I joked
that I thought he was “robbing
the cradle.”
Since the start of this friendship, I asked him who was tending his garden on Old Meadow
Road near Reliance. “Left it to the
ground hogs,” he said.
Funk was born in Winchester, one
of seven boys, “all of whom had a
sister,” he said. Times were tough
in the so-called “hungry Thirties”
and he first went to work when he

FOR SALE

Bed liner for Toyota PU 77” length,
includes tailgate liner $40

Call for more info: 540-551-2072

dropped out of fourth grade. He
chose FDR’s Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) camps that the
federal government used to provide jobs, thereby boosting a shattered economy.
Now there’s a brilliant idea for
our government today!
Funk served his country from
1942-45, a “canoneer” in the U.S.
Army, mostly in New Guinea and
the Philippines. This was not the
safest part of the world, and two
of his friends died beside him
in one battle. “I was just lucky, I
guess.”
Like our troops returning home
from active duty in today’s recessionary times, jobs weren’t easy
to come by when Funk came back
from the Pacific in 1946. In one
of our chats, Funk decried our
governments of today: “They, the
governments, haven’t changed.
They’re treating our boys returning from Iraq (and Afghanistan)
the same as they treated us after
World War II.” Like, giving the
veterans little or no assistance by
way of jobs in the civilian sector.
Finally, Funk found employment
at the Stephens City quarry, which
lasted 36 years, leading to a Town
job in the 1980s keeping area
streets and roads tidy. In 1999,
he was assigned to the job he has
now on Manassas Street and for
which he received a framed “Certificate of Appreciation” for his 26
years of service, and for “contributions” to the Town.
By his count -- and he pointed
out it was a rough estimate --

Funk has 21 grandchildren and
11 great grand kids.
With that large of a family, he
has no retirement plans on the
horizon - think in terms of birth-

day cards alone (joke)!
“I’ll work as long as I can do my
job and as long as they want to
keep me,” said our town’s oldest
worker.
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Oates’ Mudcats featured at Dancin’ Downtown
Friday Downtown event launches Virginia Air Show weekend
Downtown Front Royal, Inc.
(DFR) is pleased to announce
that Dancin’ Downtown returns
to historic downtown Front Royal, Friday, September 9 from 6:30
PM to 10:30 PM.
Downtown Front Royal, Inc.
is partnering with the Warren
County Airport Commission
to celebrate the Virginia Air
Show on Saturday, September
10. “We’re hoping to see visitors
to the Air Show come out and experience an evening of music and
small-town atmosphere, as well
as, our faithful local fans,” DFR
Executive Director Jim Martin
said. “It’s also a nice way to celebrate the end of summer and the
start of fall.”
Dancin’ Downtown has always
highlighted regional and local
musicians, and this time will be
no different. “Terry Oates and
the Mudcats” bring their high energy and style to the blues as the
featured entertainers.
Food and drink vendors will be
on hand, Martin said, and many
of Main Street ’s cornerstone restaurants will be open during the

event.
While weather is always changing and unpredictable, clouds or
even a light sprinkle will not keep
the event from going forward.
If overcast, bring an umbrella.

Gates open at 6 PM. Tickets remain just $5 at the gates, and
children under the age of 10 are
admitted free.
For more information, visit
www.downtownfrontroyal.org,

K atie
Jacqueline
to the son of Mike
Garrett and Debbie
Garrett,

Michael Edwin
Garrett II
The wedding is planned for
Saturday, September 3rd, 2011
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(From a release)
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One of the rescue’s major fund-raising events is coming up in late September. The VGSR’s fourth annual
golf tournament and auction is scheduled for Friday, Sept. 30 at the Blue Ridge Shadows Golf Club in Front
Royal. For more info, e-mail: vgsrgolftournament@gmail.com.

Animal world

Looking for a home – German Shepherd Rescue
From Petco adoption events to BRS golf tourney – you can help too

Heidi is a beauty and good with kids

Max is a six-month-old free spirit

By Sandy Schwalb
Special to WC Report

and owners. Indeed, the VGSR motto
is “Good Dogs for Good Homes.”
“Prior to the establishment of VGSR, there was no official rescue organization in the state of Virginia that
was devoted to saving our beloved
German Shepherds,” said Lea Spickler,
one of the driving forces in the establishment of the organization. Spickler, a current board member of the
rescue continued, “VGSR has grown
into one of the most successful breed
rescue organizations around. We are

Rin Tin Tin, a German Shepherd
Dog, was a movie star in the last
century. To the more than 300
members of the Virginia German
Shepherd Rescue (VGSR), all German Shepherds are stars. This year
marks the 10th anniversary of the
VGSR, a 501(c)(3) charitable organization, which is operated entirely
by volunteers. One hundred percent
of the money received by the organization (donations, fund-raisers, etc.)
is used to care for the dogs, whose
needs can run from routine shots,
spaying, and neutering to surgical
and more complex medical procedures.

The primary focus of the group is
on the rescue, rehabilitation and rehoming of German Shepherds. The
volunteers provide a safe haven for
the shepherds (and, sometimes,
other breeds/mixes) who have been
left in shelters to await an uncertain
fate; are owner surrenders (moving,
illness, divorce, death, etc.); or are
victims of abuse or neglect. Through
the diligent efforts of those in the
organization, the dogs are adopted
into loving, responsible and secure
homes, in Virginia and the surrounding area, including Maryland, Washington, DC and West Virginia. Over
the past decade more than 3,500
German Shepherd Dogs have been
saved, which translates into a lot of
happy, grateful, and deserving dogs

Help-U-Build

Terry McKinnon

Your Labor + Our Skills = $$ 4 U
Why Pay Labor Costs? We can help you build
whatever you need from Decks to Homes.
Call now for a free consultation!

540-635-1408
- OR -

540-660-1131

www.helpubuild.vpweb.com
Licensed and Insured

Owner and
General Contractor

very proud of our accomplishments
and the work we have done. We
still have a huge need for more foster homes - every single foster home
means that we can save yet another
dog in trouble.”
Many individuals have joined the
organization after adopting their
dogs. An area volunteer family that
adopted two dogs in 2007 and one
in 2008 said, “There is a special bond
that comes with bringing a rescue
dog into your family. Coming from

backgrounds of abuse, neglect and
abandonment; these dogs truly appreciate comfortable shelter, good
food, clean water, loving companionship and health care. In return,
they give back unconditional love
and gratitude. It is a reward beyond
words to see these dogs, one by one,
go from homeless and in need to
healthy and happy, living the “American” dream of all dogs, as members
of a grateful family.”
The rescue holds “adoption days,”
which provides an opportunity for
potential adopters and foster dogs to
interact. Events are held in Northern
VA, the Tidewater area and this part
of the state as well. “Team Blue Ridge”
includes rescue volunteers from the
Shenandoah Valley, including Front
Royal, Winchester, Stephens City,
Middletown and Eastern West VA
holds VGSR adoption events the first
Sunday of each month in Winchester
and the third Sunday in Front Royal.
The VGSR Web site (www.shepherdrescue.org) has an up-do-date list of
locations and times of adoption days
in addition to a list of the foster dogs
who will be attending.
Here are some of the foster dogs
available for adoption, scheduled to
be at the Aug. 21 Front Royal Petco
adoption event:

“Heidi is a great girl with a lot of
love to give to the right family. She
came to the rescue underweight and
heartworm positive. She has since
put on weight and been treated for
the heartworm and is now ready to
find her forever home. It’s estimated
that Heidi is between 6-8 years old.”
“Max is a free spirit and will fill
your home with many years of
happiness. He will need plenty of exercise and may be a great candidate
for agility. He can scale a 3-foot gate
without a running start so his new

Read all issues in their entirety FREE on www.WarrenCountyReport.com
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For information about VGSR, go to: http://www.shepherdrescue.org; mail: P.O. Box 126 Sterling, Virginia
20167 or call (703) 435-2840. Also access by Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Virginia-German-Shepherd-Rescue/201039793268296

Animal world
TUITION FREE
TAX SCHOOL

376 Fairfax Pike

Next To Food Lion On Rt 277

Stephens City, VA
22655

Bear is a handsome couch potato

Deuce is sweet and needs companionship
home must be aware and take proper
precautions. He plays well with other
dogs.”
“Bear is also called “Tater” because
that’s what he is - a couch potato. Not
much is known about his past, since
he was picked up as a stray. He is
crate trained, and knows some basic obedience commands. He walks
pretty well on a leash - until he sees
a tree.”
“Deuce is an intelligent sweet
boy. He needs someone who is familiar with German Shepherds
and is capable of letting him know
that he is NOT the one making the
decisions. Deuce would do best with
a family that had someone at home
most of the day or another dog to engage him.”
At a recent adoption event in Front
Royal volunteers talked about what

people should expect when they
adopt a German Shepherd. “If you
want a dog that doesn’t shed, this
breed of dog is not for you,” one of
the foster “parents” said. They discussed different methods of cleaning up dog hair from their vehicles.
The most innovative, it was agreed,
was the individual who uses her leaf
blower.
Golf tourney
One of the rescue’s major fundraising events is coming up in late
September. The VGSR’s fourth annual golf tournament and auction is
scheduled for Friday, September 30,
at the Blue Ridge Shadows Golf Club
here in Front Royal (456 Shadows
Drive). The event organizers want
to remind people that this is a great
way to get in those 18 holes, while

helping the rescue help the dogs
in its care. There are special events
and prizes planned for the day, in
addition to an Awards Dinner and
Auction immediately following the
tournament. You can be a player, be
a sponsor, donate to the auction, join
the players and volunteers for dinner
or simply come for a meet and greet
with the great dogs. For more information, send an email to: vgsrgolftournament@gmail.com.
For information about VGSR, go
to: http://www.shepherdrescue.org;
snail mail: P.O. Box 126 Sterling, Virginia 20167 or call 703 435-2840. Also

access by Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Virginia-GermanShepherd-Rescue/201039793268296

(540) 868 - 0386
Small fee for books & supplies

Moo’-cho good show

Local artist Danny Mulvena will be exhibiting 27 paintings,
all of cows, at Sun Studio & Framing. The opening reception
at the 20 East 8th Street, Front Royal gallery is on Saturday,
Sept. 17. The artist will be donating 10 percent of his sales to
The Humane Farming Association. For further information,
call 636-6511.

Aug 21 - 27
!
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ustomer
• $10 Express Manicure
• $15 Express Pedicure
• Students K-12 $10 Hair Cuts
• Teachers $15 Shampoo & Cut
• Goodies for the Kids!!
• Aug 28 - 31 ~ 10% OFF retail purchases

ERATIONS
J ENN
540.631.1177 Hair Studio

Salon & Spa
Royal Plaza Shopping Center • www.jennerationshairstudio.com
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Yappy Hour resurrects after short honeymoon break
Aug. 12 – back to reality for hosts and a new gaming twist for all

one permanent board will be established. Other boards, situated
on table tops, will be provided as
required. Neville, for years owned
by his pet cats, is an active member of the National Cat Protection League, UK, and a member
of the Humane Society of Warren
County.

Christian Failmezger and Rachel Hamilton exchange vows in their ceremony at
the Gazebo.
By Malcolm Barr Sr.
Warren County Report
Regular members of the now
traditional Friday night group at
Vino E Formaggio are well familiar with some of the past off-thewall - and even planned - “Yappy
Hour” activities, including Octoberfest, Christmas, St. Patrick’s
Day, Easter and so on.
A proposed new diversion, to
be introduced by Neville Barr
of Derby UK, is a historic board
game called “Shove Ha’penny”
played on a small, rectangular,
smooth board usually made of

highly polished wood. Parallel
lines or grooves run horizontally
across the board about 1 1/2 coin
(ha’penny or half-penny) widths
apart. The spaces between the
lines are called “beds.”
The “ha’penny”, due to decimalization of the British currency,
is now about as obsolete as this
table game we will attempt to revive on Main Street. As a kid in
post WWII England, I learned to
play it in my folks’ “pub” and my
brother, after searching the whole
of England, will arrive Sept. 7
with four recently acquired
boards, and will offer, with me,
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Reliance Woods
Choice home sites
available at drastic price
reductions to savvy
buyers who act quickly.
Build now or later using
our suggested builders
or yours. All lots have
approved perc sites and
are ready to go.

Connie Smallwood
www.reliancewoods.com • 540.551.2162

lessons in the game during the
month of his stay. While “Yappy
Hour” will promote the game, it

The bride formally appointed Ophelia the pug
as her “maid of honor.”
Ophelia represented the
“Yappy Hour” guests and
Wagner Shelter animals.
is hoped new players will stop by
to watch and learn at “the Vino”
124 E. Main, during open hours
other days of the week. At least

(Author’s Note: “The Yappy Hour
Newsletter” will be published
occasionally to keep everyone
posted about activities of interest planned for the weekly “Yappy
Hour”, Fridays, 5-7 PM, at Vino E
Formaggio on East Main Street,
Front Royal. And congratulations
to Yappy Hour co-founder and former Humane Society board member Christian Failmezger and his
bride Rachel. Several Yappy Hour
regulars were among the crowd
that gathered to watch the couple
exchange wedding vows at the
Gazebo, and now welcomes them
back from a brief respite from the
business of operating the wine bar.
It was one of the most colorful and ‘funnest’ - of weddings, as you
can see.)

LAST CONCERT OF THE SUMMER!

Bear Hill
Bluegrass
Saturday
Aug. 27th
6 – 8 PM

ROYAL PLAZA SHOPPING CENTER

Located in the grassy area by the new Shenandoah Video. FREE to
the public - NO ALCOHOL ALLOWED - Bring your blanket or lawn chair
and plan on a great evening!!
This event is sponsored by: Jennerations Hair Studio, Liberty Tax, All Star Check Cashing, East to West Automotive, Gold’s Gym, Union First Market Bank, Chain Reaction - Fine Jewelers
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Political storm story

Playing politics – Party hopping no picnic for Holloway
Three days after gaining North River nod, Holloway faces tough Dem crowd
the frying pan for the fire of political committee infighting – and that it
largely revolved around his presence
and questions about the sincerity of
his sudden conversion to “Democratic principles”.
Principles
The candidate was asked what
Democratic principles he shared
with traditional Democrats.
Holloway said he searched the
Democrats online following his decision to leave the local Republicans.

Skeptical Democrat Tory Failmezger, right, and his wife Patricia (not pictured)
blasted Holloway for his move on the Democratic nomination and his track record as a Republican town councilman.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
The specter of dirty politics and
the motive behind Chris Holloway’s
sudden switch of political Party allegiances was raised just three days after the sitting Front Royal vice mayor
garnered the Democratic nomination for the North River District seat
on the Warren County Board of Supervisors.
Just 11 days after leaving the Warren County Republican Committee,
Front Royal Vice-Mayor Chris Holloway and 31 friends rolled into the
Aug. 6 Democratic caucus and replaced incumbent Democrat Glenn
White as the Democratic nominee
by a 31-15 vote.
Curiosity, skepticism and open anger greeted Holloway’s first appear-

ance at a monthly Democratic Committee meeting.
According to some Democrats,
Holloway and those who came out in
his support at the caucus at Samuel’s
Public Library were strangers to both
the committee and Democratic politics in the county. Committee ViceChair Molly Snyder told the caucus
and its majority of unfamiliar faces
she looked forward to seeing them at
the Committee meeting the following week so she could get to know
each one personally. According to
some observers, one amongst the
crowd of Holloway supporters could
not suppress an audible snicker at
that thought.
Several committee members observed that Holloway was the only
“new Democrat” of his caucus support base present at the Aug. 9 Dem-

ocratic Committee meeting.
Before it was over he may have
wished he wasn’t.
Following his nomination Holloway
was quoted in the Northern Virginia
Daily as stating he left the Republican Committee because he found
committee infighting distasteful.
“How do you know it would be any
different here?” he was asked during his first Democratic Committee
meeting.
“I didn’t,” Holloway admitted.
Like another non-committee member present (this reporter) he was
about to find out he may have left

He said he found Party principles of
“education and jobs” – “That’s me,” he
told a crowd of 25 committee members and non-committee Democrats
on Aug. 9.
Questioned about his background,
Holloway told his new constituency
that at 47 he was a lifelong county
resident who had returned to his
original trade as an electrician out of
necessity due to the down economy’s
impact on his construction business.
Responding to a question, Holloway said he had once been a union
electrician but currently worked at a

$2
DOWN!
BACK 2 SCHOOL SPECIAL!!
CALL FOR DETAILS! LIMITED TIME OFFER!

MASSAGE THERAPY @ ANYTIME FITNESS FRONT ROYAL
NON-MEMBERS WELCOME! CALL FOR APPOINTMENT
Deep Tissue • Fascial Release • Swedish and other modalities
NEW PERSONAL TRAINING AND NUTRITION COUNSELING PACKAGES!
WE HAVE SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!
Weight loss • Weight gain
Blood Pressure/Diabetes Management • Maintenance
www.ValleyAnytimeFit.com • (540) 636-4434
Riverton Commons, Front Royal

August Specials
• Veggie Spring Roll w/ sweet chili Thai sauce - $3.99
• Roast Beef Wasabi on Pretzel roll/cheddar cheese,
red onion & wasabi mayo - $5.99
• Mango Marinated Tilapia grilled and served/your
choice of two sides - $10.99

Grilling Season Is Here!
Order Today! Now Full Deli!

Menu Specials
Smokin’ Weekend Special!
Smoked ½
Chicken $
OR
Pulled Pork BBQ

5

(smoked outside on premise)

239 C. South Street Front Royal, VA 22630

Phone: 540-635-6900 • Fax: 540-635-1900

twofatbutchers.com

$5.00
lunches

Mon. - Thurs. 12-2

Live Acoustic
Entertainment

Fridays 6 - 9 pm

Monday - Create your own Pasta

Pick your pasta, meat, sauce, veggies, served
w/ Garlic Texas Toast - $9.99

Wednesday - Steak Night

Pick your favorite steak on the menu, add any
of our delicious free toppings:
Whiskey mushroom sauce, Black and Bleu,
Royal Oak Style, Dijon Peppercorn

Friday - Date Night

Free appetizer or dessert w/
purchase of 2 regular priced entrees

Patio Coming Soon!

royaloaktavern.net

540.551.9953 • 101 W. 14th St. Front Royal
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non-union site. He pointed to a long
list of out-of-work union electricians
as pivotal in his decision to now take
non-union work.
Holloway then faced questions
about his decision to run for county
office while a sitting town official, his
sudden political conversion and public statements on his campaign plat-

form and Glenn White’s representation of the North River District.
Track record
Those latter two topics opened up
an increasingly hostile exchange
between the candidate and some of
those he now seeks to represent.

To advertise in Warren County Report:
Contact Alison at alisond@warrencountyreport.com • 540-551-2072
or Angie Buterakos at angie@warrencountyreport.com - 540-683-9197
North River Planning Commission
member Tory Failmezger and his wife
Patricia took turns grilling Holloway
about his record as a councilman and
the Front Royal vice mayor’s sudden
conversion to Democratic principles.
They blasted Holloway’s role spearheading the firing of Town Manager
Michael Graham, his opposition to

JACK EVANS
CHEVROLET

GEORGE KARNES OF

The River 95.3, Jack Evans Chevrolet, Homewood, The Golf Guide, BB&T,
Shenandoah Motors, Century Link & George Karnes of Edward Jones Investments
Present

the SolAVerde solar energy proposal
and consequent naming as an individual defendant (along with fellow
Councilmen Carson Lauder and Tom
Sayre) in a $30-million defamation of
character and illegal interference in a
business contract civil suit.
Noting that he was limited in what
he could say about SolAVerde and
the solar proposal due to the pending
litigation, Holloway summarized his
stance on the public-private partnership solar proposal that grew out of
then Town Manager Graham’s conversation with SolAVerde representatives about solar panel installation
on government buildings.
Holloway contended he supported
the initial solar energy production
proposal – “it was a great idea” – but
turned against it when SolAVerde
evolved in Standard Energy and a request was made that the town invest
millions in up-front money. He did
not address the fact he continued to
oppose the project after Standard Energy officials took the up-front town

investment – based on the town’s anticipated first 14 years of solar power
usage – off the table after meeting
council-wide hostility to it.
Who cost what?
But the main thrust of the Failmezgers criticism of the candidate revolved around his first policy stances
quoted in the press, including the observation that Glenn White had cost
the county “hundreds of jobs”.
Failmezger disputed that idea, saying, “Glenn White is the voice of the
Democratic Party on the Board of
Supervisors.” Failmezger added that
White was a “true representative of
Democratic principles” as they apply
to county business and that his careful approach to growth proposals reflected Democratic principles more
than Holloway’s perceived desire
to promote additional commercial
building in an economy that might
not support that new development.
After fending off an attempt by

The 20th Annual

Million Dollar Golf Tournament
(Hole-In-One Wins $1 Million)*
• Win a 2011 Chevrolet on North Course From Jack Evans •
• Win a 2011 GMC on South Course From Shenandoah Motors •
Bowling Green Country Club - North & South Courses

Buffet
Di n n e r

Lunch on North Course courtesy of Outback Steakhouse
Lunch on South Course courtesy of Olive Garden

*4 Shots
at
$1,000,00
0!

Friday, September 9, 2011

12:00 PM.....................................Check-In and Refreshments
1:00 PM..............................................Shotgun Start on North
1:10 PM.............................................Shotgun Start on South
5:30-6:30 PM....Social Hour & MILLION DOLLAR SHOOT-OUT
6:30 PM...............................................Buffet Dinner at North
$300/Team

*Includes 2 mulligans per player

*Details available at Jack Evans Chevrolet and Bowling Green Country Club North
For more information please contact Glenn Murphy at 540-635-2153 or 540-683-1490 OR gmurphy@jechevy.com
(A limited number of teams will be accepted)
PLEASE DETACH AND RETURN

Preferred Foursome

Handicap*
(Required)

Name:__________________________ ________________________ ______________
Address:________________________ ________________________ ______________
_______________________________ ________________________ ______________
Phone: (H)__________(W)___________ ________________________ ______________
Please Return to Glenn Murphy, c/o Jack Evans Chevrolet
125 S. Royal Ave., Front Royal, VA 22630

540-660-1333
540-635-1457
www.cbmmortgage.com
sally@cbmmortgage.com
Royal Plaza Shopping Center

Licensed by the Virginia State
Corporation Commission, MC-3749

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

$75/Person

• 100% financing Available
• Government Approved Lender

Rich & Sally
Spiewak

To Benefit Warren Co. Sheriff Department’s DARE Program

Entry Fee

Enjoy the Benefits of Working with a
Local Mortgage Company

Creative Touch

Experienced staff
Family Owned &
Operated Since 1995
Licensed/Insured

“Quality Work,
at a price you
can afford!”

Paint & Drywall

Excellent References

• Custom Colors
• Wallpaper Removal
• Drywall Repair
• Stain & Sealant
Application
• Cabinet painting
• Rental Repaints
• Water & Fire
Damage

• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential

Summer is Here!
Time to Spruce up your
interior or exterior with
New paint or stain!

(540) 636 - 6032
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Committee Chair Kelli Hart to redirect the questioning of the candidate, Failmezger went for the jugular
– Holloway’s contention he was now,
in fact, a Democrat.
Both Failmezgers referenced an
Aug. 8 article in the Northern Virginia Daily in which Holloway indicated
support for Phase II expansion of the
Target-anchored Crooked Run Shopping Center. In that article, reporter
Candace Sipos wrote, “In a message
he was going to hand out to voters
if given the opportunity, Holloway
wrote that White is ‘against everything which helps the average citizen
to get a job or to be able to shop in
Warren County... I believe that because of his opposition, we don’t
have a Kohl’s, a [JCPenney], new
youth sports fields, and most importantly we lost [hundreds] of jobs and
millions in tax revenues.’ ”
County Planning Commissioner
Failmezger pointed to the familiarity of those words and stated that the
call for expansion of that shopping
center in return for proffers of ballfields has in the past “been orchestrated by [local Republican activist]
Matt Tederick.”.
After commending Tederick for
his political organizational skills,
Failmezger pointed to a Republican
continuum he believes Holloway
maintains close ties to. He identified
that continuum as Tony Carter, Matt

Tederick and Clay Athey.
A question of honor
Holloway took advantage of Virginia’s bizarre political Party nominating
laws, which not only allows anyone
from any or no political affiliation
to not only register and vote in any
Party nominating process, but also to
seek that Party’s nomination.
“No one registers as a Party member in the process by state law, so any
standard applied to determining the
validity of a claim of Party affiliation
is purely anecdotal,” state Democratic official Brian Coy told us.
Anticipating questions about that
process at the Aug. 9 Democratic
Committee meeting, Barbara Greco
explained that all people must do to
participate in the Democratic nominating process is prove they are registered voters and sign a form stating
“I am a Democrat.”
“The only thing you have to go on is
their word – it is a question of honor,”
Greco stated.
“I’m an old, old committee chair,”
Kym Crump added, “and that’s just
the way it works in this part of the
world.”
“One must certainly be suspicious
of the ethics of it,” past WC Democratic Committee Chairman Eric
Olson later told us in response to a
question about Holloway’s sudden

Mon-Sat
~ Day or Evening shifts~
Quality childcare
for working families
227 W. 8th St., Front Royal

540.660.2018

6 weeks to 2 years
ask for

JoLea Hindley
Excellent References!

Beth Medved
Waller, Inc

Political storm story

switch of Party allegiances and move
on the nomination.
After officially leaving the Republican Committee on July 27, Holloway
filed for the Democratic nomination
in the late afternoon on Aug. 2, one
day before the deadline to declare for
the Aug. 6 caucus nomination.
“It doesn’t mean we have to let go

of reason and common sense,” Greco
stated of state law on nominations
and declarations of Party affiliation.
But it seems in the wake of their collective inability to fend off a last-minute assault on their lone incumbent
county board member, local Democrats are indeed grappling with common sense and reason – not to men-

tion trust that their new candidate is,
in fact, what he says he is, rather than
simply a political player in either
his own or another political Party’s
grand strategy.
rogerb@warrencountyreport.com

Loving Arms Assisted Living

Independent Assisted Living Apartments and Assisted Care Suites

“To Everything Tere Is A Season, A Time For Every Purpose Under Heaven” Ecclesiastes 3:1
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Dear Ryan,
Thank you
and everyon
e at Loving
Arms. My d
ad loves bei
ng there. I
appreciate th
e ca
provided. Th re and guidance
ere is no pla
ce better, on
earth for m
y dad.
Sincerely, T
im Toepke

Free Seniors On the Go Classes at Loving Arms:
We have had a 6 week Art Class program
throughout the summer which has been a great
success!! The last session began Aug. 9th and
the response had been heart warming and great
fun, says Annette Tait (Art Director). I have
enjoyed meeting more residents of Front Royal
as I am a transplant from Northern Virginia.
We began classes July 5th 2011 in the Great
Room at Loving Arms with 4 students. Since then
the classes have grown, 10-12 individuals. We had a
variety of levels including one participant who has
had her work in Juried Art Show!!
Our main focus is on graphite (pencil sketches),
watercolor, watercolor pencils, pen and ink and
mixed media.
This new venture at Loving Arms has been a
huge success with the original 4 students bringing
a friend and spreading the word. We are having a
great time with lots of good conversation, laughs,
along with producing some impressive art work.
Chef Patrick even brought in some goodies for
munching mmmm....

540-671-6145
bethwaller@mris.com

Top Producer 2007-2010
#1 Agent in Sales and
Sold Listings

DON’T LET THIS MARKET
PASS YOU BUY!

Mark your calendars for the United
Way’s Shrimp, Oyster & BBQ Fest!
9/17/11 4pm - 8pm
Thanks for another great year!
#1 again with 9.5 million SOLD in 2010!

Shelly Cook, RN, Owner/ Administrator
For reservations, brochure and to schedule your personal tour please call

(540) 635-7923

103 Lee Brurke Road

lovingarmsva.com
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Republicans respond to Holloway’s move to Dems
Prominent Republicans deny involvement in switch or move on nomination

Clay Athey, right, presenting a state Resolution acknowledging municipal service to former Mayor Gene
Tewalt on Aug. 8, says “I know nothing” about Chris
Holloway’s move into Democratic politics.

‘Mad Matt’ Tederick blasted Democrats and even a
Republican in reacting to any notion local Republicans might maneuver one of their own into a Democratic nomination. (file photo)

By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

legally represents ownership of
both the Crooked Run and Riverton Commons Shopping Centers,
primarily in municipal relations,
he explained.

Local Republicans cited as possible “ghosts in the machine” of
Front Royal Vice-Mayor Chris
Holloway’s unexpected and sudden decision to switch Party allegiances – and pull a nominating
end-run on long-time Democratic incumbent North River
Supervisor Glenn White – say no
way!!!
North River Planning Commissioner and White-appointee Tory
Failmezger aggressively confronted Holloway about his commitment to Democratic principals at
an Aug. 9 Democratic Committee meeting (see related stories).
Failmezger also wondered at the
impact of Holloway’s past Republican ties on his coming Demo-

cratic campaign.
“The gentleman here was instrumental in getting Mike Graham
fired … and is a close ally of Republicans Tony Carter, Matt Tederick and Clay Athey,” Failmezger
said during his “hostile witness”
grilling of Holloway on Aug. 9.
Later Failmezger observed, “I’m
tired of Tony Carter, Matt Tederick and Clay Athey trying to run
Warren County like their own
private fiefdom.”
Happy Creek Supervisor Carter
is Holloway’s cousin and the last
local politician to successfully
make the jump from town council to the board of supervisors.
Carter, like Tederick, also is a
long-time supporter of Crooked
Run expansion that would bring
retail outlets like Kohl’s and J.C.
Penney’s to the county. Athey still

‘Republican fiefdom’?
However all three Republicans
expressed both surprise and even
disappointment at Holloway’s
decision to leave the local Republican Committee in favor of
the Democrats. Carter and Tederick both said they encouraged
Holloway to seek the Republican
nomination for the North River
seat to oppose White. The trio
also scoffed at the notion that
522 Corridor commercial development was a personal agenda.
Instead they believe it reflects the
will of a clear majority of county

EXCELLENT SCENIC RIDES

Front Royal Warren County Airport

Cass Aviation

(540) 635-3570 • WARREN COUNTY AIRPORT/FRONT ROYAL

CFI
WANTED

Airplane Rides Year

Around For 20 Minute Scenic Flights $55Per Person
GIFT CERTIFICATE AVAILABLE, Intro Flight Training$99,
See Gliders every weekend!

• Group Discount • Flight Training
• Aircraft Rentals • Photo Flights

• Glider Club
• Charter Flights • New Hangers
• Tie Down Avail. • Gift Certificates • New Taxiway

residents to increase local shopping opportunities and a commercial tax base that helps keep
the county’s personal and property tax rates among the lowest
in the region.
‘Mad Matt’

the North River seat.
“Why would I want him to
switch Parties?” Tederick asked.
“Holloway would have handily
beat Glenn White as a Republican. I don’t know why he didn’t
run for the Republican nomination – you’ll have to ask him why.
He seems to be a fairly solid conservative,” Tederick added of his
perspective of Holloway.
“The Democrats couldn’t get
more than 15 people out there to
support their incumbent – that’s
embarrassing. And it’s an insult
to me to say I’d have anything to
do with Democrats - Pelosi, Reid,
that bunch. I help Republicans
and destroy Democrats. Bret
Hrbek is a liberal … with his protax, pro-spend agenda and I campaigned and helped destroy him.
“Fogmeier made it personal by
these false allegations,” Tederick
said with a distinctive take on

Tired of Rising
Heating Costs?
Outdoor Wood Furnace

In his inimitable fire-and-brimstone political style, Tederick
seemed to take the most offense
at any notion of Republican hanky-panky in Holloway’s move on
the Democratic nomination for

100% Wood Heat for
your home, water, shop

540-722-8005

Arnette Landscapes, Inc.
Winchester, VA

Mountain
Fence
We Install Fences Year Round!
Call today
for a FREE
estimate in
Northern
VA or
Shenandoah
Valley

• Wood
• Vinyl
• Aluminum
• Chain Link

Call: 540-635-9981 or
703-606-5327
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Failmezger’s name. “It’s a stupid comment,” he added of any
supposed political or privatelycontrolled “personal fiefdom” in
Warren County.
“Why would I have a need to
get involved with Democrats?
Tell him to run – I’ll give $50 to
help him put his liberal philosophy out there, so I can campaign
against him – Fogmeier is a rabid
supporter of Glenn White. What
they have in common is they are
ultra-liberals … [who] have different personalities – they go to
meetings to tell people what they
want … they slide around behind
the scenes and put their own liberal agendas out there.”

Mighty Bite® Fishing Lure System

As for any similarity between
his past and Holloway’s initial
published platform statements
on the need for additional commercial growth in the 522 Corridor, Tederick said he wasn’t surprised. “The long and short of it is
I’ve talked to hundreds of people
about it – I couldn’t be more vocal about my philosophies.”
Tederick said he did discuss a
run for the North River seat with
Holloway back in January or February – but as a Republican.
Carter
“I encouraged Chris to seek the
Republican nomination back in

THE FIRST AND ONLY
PROVEN, 5-SENSE
FISHING LURE SYSTEM!

NEW WORLDWIDE FISHING
SENSATION! MILLIONS SOLD!
¶ Works for All Predatory Fish
¶ Incredible “Spasmic” Action

1995

$

¶ Unique Bite-Mark Design

Only
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GREAT FOR
FRESH OR
SALT WATER
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the spring of this year,” Carter replied by e-mail with the emphasis
on Republican. “But he didn’t. I
was surprised that he sought the
Democrat nomination and disappointed that he didn’t seek the
Republican nod.”
For his part, Holloway said that
while cousins, he and Carter
weren’t that close. He even expressed surprise that Carter had
once made the same council-tosupervisors switch he is now attempting.
As for his supposed role in any
Republican-dominant “fiefdom”
in Warren County, Carter said,
“I’m sure that Mr. Failmezger was
speaking from emotion and disappointment that his good friend
Glenn White had lost. I’m sure he
was concerned about continuing

on the planning commission as
well (actually Failmezger said he
would resign his planning commission seat if Holloway was
elected).
“I answer to the voters who elected me,” the Happy Creek supervisor said. “I sincerely believe that
we are a much better community
than we were 10 years ago. We
have new schools, a new library,
and a new stadium, just to name
a few of the improvements. These
projects cost money and we did
it by expanding our commercial
and industrial tax base – not
by heavy tax increases on our
citizens. And, lastly, these accomplishments were achieved not by
a few, but by the countless many
who wanted to see our county
move forward.”
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20% Off Silk
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1990 Nissan 240 SX
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Jean Rudacille, Owner
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“No, I was not involved in Chris’s
campaign or his decision to jump
Parties,” Athey said. “I’ve talked
to Chris Holloway maybe five
times in two, three years. Six to
eight months ago I became aware
he was thinking about running
for the North River seat.”
The 18th District Republican
State Delegate, who has announced he will not seek re-election in November, said he always
assumed Holloway would be running as a Republican. – “I would
recall if I’d been told he would
run as a Democrat. I’m not involved in anybody’s campaign
and wouldn’t be. And I wouldn’t
get involved in the Democratic
nominating process – I wouldn’t
do it.”
In fact, Athey pointed out he has
not attended a county Republican
Committee meeting in nine or 10
months. “Actually, since I decided
not to run I haven’t been talking

FOR SALE!

1-800-806-5182

CALL TODAY!

ASPHALT SEALING • REPAIR • STRIPPING

Athey

$3,850
• 5-spd

• Hatch-back
• Restored
• Also, 1st & 2nd generation
Camaro parts - Engines +
Powerglide Transmissions
Call 540-850-0864

Robbie Seal for Sheriff

Paid Advertisement

“A People Person....A People’s Sheriff ”

Dear Warren County Citizens! Election time is around the
corner and I have been overwhelmed and humbled by the
support from those I have met and spoken to. My
“Community Gatherings” initiative will be in full swing for the
next two months as well as several planned fundraisers. I hope to
meet all those who can attend the upcoming scheduled events as
I embark on my quest to bring our community together, working
hand in hand with law enforcement and building that
partnership that is so important to the quality of life and the
service that our citizens expect. I will be at the following events:
August 20th (7am-10am)

North Warren Fire Hall

Scheduled breakfast

August 20th (10:30 am-12pm)

Rivermont Fire Dept.

Open House

August 25th (6:30pm-8pm)

North Warren Fire Hall

“Community Gathering” Meeting

August 27th (11am-4pm)

J.R. Dove’s Residence
(548 Strasburg Road, F.R.)

Chicken BBQ

Paid for and Authorized by Friends of Robbie Seal for Sheriff
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‘I’m his cousin, not his wife’ Happy Creek Supervisor
Tony Carter may have been thinking when asked if
he had any role in Chris Holloway’s decision to jump
the Republican ship for a November campaign as a
Democrat.
much politics.
“I was on vacation in Sandbridge the last week of July and
when I got back the way I found
out about [Holloway’s move] was
from my father. He showed me
your paper or maybe he saw it on
your website – he said there was a
blurb about Chris running against
Glenn White for the Democratic
nomination. That was the first I
heard about it.”
Hrbek chimes in
The notion Holloway’s move
may, in fact, have been an independent decision got support from a perhaps unexpected
source, considering past Republican political infighting referenced
by Holloway in his decision to
jump Parties.
“I don’t believe this was a Republican coup of the Democrat
Committee. Chris was hardly a
Republican and I would be surprised if he could articulate the
principles or values of either
Party,” Holloway’s predecessor
as Front Royal’s vice mayor, Bret
Hrbek said. “The GOP was rallying around another candidate
against Glenn White and he got
mad and stormed away. It was my
experience – and this situation
is another example – that when
Chris doesn’t get his way he gets
angry and switches sides.”
Though both Republicans at
the time, Hrbek and Holloway
were at often bitter odds while on
council together prior to Hrbek’s
2010 defeat at the polls. Creating

particular friction were the issues
of Mike Graham’s effectiveness
as town manager and the solar
power proposal.
“As for Matt’s comment, I think
it speaks volumes about Matt,”
Hrbek added of Tederick’s “liberal” side-swipe at him.
CR II – a moot point
As for the controversy about
Holloway’s initially quoted public statements about bringing retailers both Tederick and Athey
have cited as part of Phase II of
the Crooked Run development,
Athey pointed out the most important steps in facilitating that
expansion – rezoning and Con-
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ditional Use Permit approval by
the board of supervisors – have
already occurred.
Carter agreed.
“As you are aware, the project
did pass, so the issue is somewhat
moot at this point,” Carter said of
the county board majority that
approved Crooked Run expansion last year – with conditions.
Carter said he believed there
was one restriction placed on approval of the Crooked Run expansion – that it not begin until 2012
or after in order to give existing
businesses and the economy a
chance to stabilize and recover
from the pressures of the recession.
“I recall that there were many
people that came to speak at
our public hearings on this
subject. And most of those at the
meetings voiced their support for
the project.”

PC & Mac • New & Used Sales
In-Home Repairs • In-Shop Repairs
637 N. Commerce Ave. • Front Royal

540.622.8055

SpringfieldComputers.com

BACK TO SCHOOL

LAPTOP SALE

Pre-owned
laptops
starting at

215

$

Athey pointed out that despite
the notion of a Republican-controlled county “fiefdom”, recent
elections, including his own and
the 2008 presidential race indicate a perhaps bi-partisan county
support of corridor commercial
development.
“I think there was a poll that indicated 90 percent favored corridor development. And I got
83 percent of the vote last time.
I don’t think there are 83 percent
Republicans in Warren County.
In the 2008 election I think the

Republican had about 5,000 and
the Democrats 3,000 votes [in the
presidential race].
Athey also said the type of retail development slated for Phase
II of Crooked Run would be essentially different from Phase I,
so as not to provide additional
competition for already struggling businesses on both sides
of Route 522/340. He added that
when Crooked Run is built out,
the county should have adequate
commercial development in place
for the next 20 years.

Engle’s Angle: Dolphins and Deadlines
By Kevin S. Engle
Warren County Report
It’s Friday. Lunch time. The
sun is shining and I’m done for
the day. Life is good.
100/65
I get home and open the mail.
There’s something from the
Register of Wills. A document
is due one month from today.
That’s the same document my
dad’s attorney assured me
would be simple to complete.
And despite the fact I’ve been
hounding him for more than
two months now, he still hasn’t
done it.
His only response after several emails?
“Workin’ on it.”
I had to laugh. I don’t believe
him. I don’t think he’s even
looked at it. I call again and
leave another message, for
what good that will do.
110/75
A week later and I’ve not
heard a peep. No phone call.
No email. No surprise.
Mr. Attorney isn’t the best
communicator in the world. If
there’s a customer satisfaction survey when this is done,
he won’t be getting glowing remarks. Or any referrals.
I call again and get his secretary.
“Is Bill there?” I ask, knowing I have a better chance of
winning the lottery twice in one
week, plus growing my hair
back, than I do of talking to
him, even if he’s sitting right
beside her.
“He’s on vacation,” she tells
me. “Swimming with the dolphins.”
“Oh,” I say, unimpressed,
wishing they were sting rays instead. “Tell him I called.”
120/80
Another week, more nothing.
The easy-to-complete docu-

ment is now due in two weeks.
I grind my teeth just thinking
about it. I’m getting agitated.
No, I am agitated.
“Be professional,” my wife
says, trying to calm me down,
after I tell her what I’d really
like to say to the guy. “That
won’t get it done any quicker.”
Of course she’s right. But I’d
feel a whole lot better if I could
unload on him.
130/90
We visit friends for a long
weekend at the lake. It’s a fun
time of R&R. Life is good.
100/65
I turn on the computer the
moment we get back. I can
feel my heart beating faster as
my email starts to load. I look
for the message I know isn’t
there.
120/80
When I see his name in my
inbox, I’m shocked. I breathe a
little easier.
110/75
I review the document and
find mistakes. Of course. Plus,
I see for the first time I have to
sign the form and get it back to
him before the due date. He
never told me that. That means
there’s even less time to get
this done than I realized. Plus,
I’ll have to pay extra to overnight it. I’m not happy.
130/90
Two days later, after all the
corrections are made and I mail
it to his office, he delivers the
document to the court house.
We make the deadline with two
days to spare. Life is good.
Ahhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh.
100/65
Attorney Bill sends his bill.
140/100

•••

The author ’s wife suggested
he take up yoga and meditation. It’s working. 90/60.
kevinengle456@comcast.net
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Build It – then what?
The $65,681,699.00 RSW (Rappahannock, Shenandoah, Warren) Regional Jail will be built
near Fairground Rd. in Warren
Co. The 375 bed male female
lock-up is to open June 27, 2014.
Governor McDonnell’s administration will fund $32,840,850.00;
taxpayers the remaining. The
RSW Funding Authority is in
place. There is no Judicial member on the board. Board members
have appointed as legal counsel
Hefty and Wiley, with Davenport
& Company as financial Advisor; both firms are in Richmond.
This information is critical for
potential internal investigations
concerning the jail. The Authority will have to submit an annual
report to the Governor and General Assembly Nov. 1 each year.
Monitoring and Oversight issues will be mandatory for the
Authority. Jail officials and Authority members will have to
establish proactive strategies to
include a mutually agreed upon

process of accessing jail operations, management and review
of jail conditions. Will Authority
members visit the jail? Talk with
jail officials? Review jail inspection reports and data generated
by the jail? Will there be open to
public monthly meetings? Just
how transparent the RSW RJA
will be remains to be seen. The
trust elected officials and taxpayers put in their government employees (sometimes) proves to be

naive.
The impact of 3 local jail closures are huge. Social and environmental costs are at stake.
Regional jails are “Soulless Warehousing Facilities” and much
more violent.
Jail Transportation systems are
critical. Soaring costs of fuel will
be overwhelming.
RSW regional jail has the upgrade potential to become a 600
bed prison, based on the number
of acres purchased.
Authority members should
watch what they wish for. State

Luray, VA
540-743-1615

New Beginnings Community Greetings
“Introducing Your Business to
New Homeowners in our Community”

***

P.O. Box 1025
Front Royal, VA 22630
540 635-8660

Kay’s School of Dance

STOP SMOKING!
LOSE WEIGHT NOW!
Let the Laser Work For YOU!!

Stop smoking after just 1 visit!
Fast, Painless and Effective!

Ages 3-1/2 through Teen
Kinder ballet for 5 year olds

Stephens City, Va
(540) 869-2735
Competition Teams Options Combination Classes
Classes start September 6th

hook for a half-completed jail.
The Board of Corrections reviews all state payments. The
Review Board is not sympathetic
to poor planning, mistakes and
cost overruns. The local Authority will bear the burden if the jail
cost more than $68.3 million.
Will the jail help wealthy
Northern Virginia by absorbing
their inmates? Will the large debt
damage credit for our schools?
Marsha Shruntz
Strasburg

Ruritan Club of Cedarville, Warren County coupled with The Kiwanis Club of Front Royal this year to bring the food booth at the
fair to its best yet. As with all service clubs in the area, both clubs
are suffering from reduced membership. Therefore it seemed logical to combine forces and work together to serve our community
– and serve, they did.
The best hamburgers, hot dogs, barbecue and French fries at the
fair claimed all who visited the small concrete building that has
been a presence at the fair for as long as anyone can remember.
“Stopping at this booth is just part of participating in the whole
event,” one visitor said. It seems that many people felt the same way
as they carried their food over to the Ruritan shelter to feast on the
goodies.
This year’s fundraising was headed by Roberta Grove, Ruritan,
and Tom Curry, Kiwanis who were there every night to supervise
the 10 or so workers it takes for a successful night.
Each club gives back to the community with funds raised. Thanks
are expressed from all club members for their diligent efforts.

Where we make our
home, Your home...

•Ballet •Tap •Jazz
•Creative Movement
•

bonds are a reimbursement, not
a payment. The Authority issues
bonds. Then (it) applies to the
Virginia Public Building Authority for reimbursement. Time value
of money creates additional local
cost proportionate to state delay
in reimbursement. VPBA has no
incentive to act quickly. No reimbursement will be made until
July 1, 2012. If RSW RJA breaks
ground before then, it will be on
its own for start-up payments.
Political maneuvering could reduce the $32.8 million appropriation leaving the RSW RJA on the

Service Clubs fair well at County Fair

Brill’s Assisted
Living

Fall Dance
Classes

Letters

Finally, something that works!
tive for
Also effec snuff
&
chew

Call for Introductory Special

540-671-9793

Blue Ridge Health &
Wellness Center
Strasburg,VA

2nd Annual Front Royal Police
Foundation Golf Tournament
The Front Royal Police Foundation (FRPF) will host its second annual golf tournament at Shenandoah Valley Golf Club on Wednesday, September 28th. The Foundation is currently seeking Hole
Sponsors for this event. A donation of $100 will put the Hole Sponsor’s business or personal sign on the course, visible to the more
than 150 participants in the tournament. Anyone interested in
making a donation may contact Joe Hall, Event Chairman, at jhall@
hallmechanical.net.
FRPF is a non-profit 501(c) 3 organization, dedicated to fulfilling
the Front Royal Police Department’s needs when the town’s budget
does not do so. The Foundation has, in the past, provided a K-9
officer and training for the K-9 and his handler. FRPF is currently
raising funds for the purchase of a K-9 vehicle. All contributions are
tax-deductible.
The FRPF welcomes donations and contributions throughout the
year from individuals as well as business entities and other organizations. As the Foundation is a Non-Profit 501(c) 3 entity, donations
and in-kind gifts received are considered tax deductible contributions. Please do not forget the Foundation when estate planning;
large and small donations are greatly appreciated and will honor
your vision for future generations. Donations can be made to:
Front Royal Police Foundation, Inc., 24 W. Main Street, Front
Royal, VA 22630 - c/o Deputy Chief Mark Werner.
For more information, contact: Tim Frees, Chairman Front Royal
Police Foundation tfrees@comcast.net or (540) 622-4266
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Dem NR candidate Holloway – in his own words
form will attract Republicans, Independents, and Democrats to my
campaign because its goals are:

1. Continuing to attack new business opportunities to create jobs
and increase our tax revenue;
2. Take the increased tax revenue to make improvements to our
school system;
3. Building new sports fields for
the youth of our community;
4. Keeping taxes low so our se-

The Democratic nominees for office this November
- incumbent WC Treasurer Wanda Bryant and Chris
Holloway following Aug. 9 WC Dem Committee meeting. Long-time Democrat Bryant got off a tad easier
than Chris during Q&A that evening.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
With controversy swirling around
his caucus nomination and first appearance before his new Democratic “political allies” we decided to let
Chris Holloway speak for himself
on his local political committee
switch and platform as the Democratic nominee for the North River
Supervisor’s seat.

niors can continue to live in Warren
County;
5. Improve town and county relations because of my knowledge and
experience as a councilman.

“That platform is very consistent
as a Democrat or Republican. I realize that extreme radical elements
in the Democratic Party and radical
elements in the Republican Party
may not support me but I am what
I am and I make no bones about it.

I’m not a hardcore Party guy; I’m a
lifelong resident of Warren County
first and foremost. I’m tired of politicians putting the Party first; it’s
time they put the people first and
that’s why I’m running for supervisor, it’s that simple!
“I hope to attract Republicans,
Democrats, and Independents to
my campaign. I hope to win this
campaign not because there’s a
D beside my name but because I
worked harder than my opponent

Operation Dragoon recalled at
Tomb of The Unknown Soldier

We asked the candidate to summarize himself, his politics and
platform.
“I consider myself a native, lifelong
resident of Warren County who is
running a centrist campaign and
who happens to be on the Democratic ticket. Some of my friends in
the Republican Party may be disappointed; however, I still consider
many Republicans as friends and I
am a conservative person. My plat-

Victor Failmezger told us he missed the Warren
County Democratic Caucus because he was previously committed to a wreath laying at the Tomb of
the Unknown Soldier at Arlington National Cemetery on Aug. 6. This photo was taken immediately after the wreath laying ceremony. Mounting the steps
are, from left Capt. Monika Stoy, USA Retired and
organizer of Operation Dragoon, 67th Anniversary
Commemoration of the Invasion of Southern France;
World War II Veteran Mr. Joseph Borreilo Operation
Dragoon participant; and Commander Victor Failmezger, USN Retired, representing the USN and the
relatives of Operation Dragoon participants (his late
father was a participant).
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and earned every vote.
“It’s been several months since I’ve
gone to any Republican meetings,
but just to be clear, I went ahead and
formally resigned to Dave Henderson BEFORE I submitted my candidacy to run as a Democrat. My reasons for not being a member of that
Party are my reasons. But I read the
platform and mission statement of
the Democratic Party and I thought

I could easily support that.”
We also asked Holloway if his
employment as a girl’s jayvee soccer coach at Skyline High School
and his wife’s employment at a substitute in the public school system
might create any conflict on voting
on the school budget, the county’s
largest single expenditure?
“Regarding the school question,
it’s not uncommon that elected su-

437-A South Royal Avenue
Front Royal, VA 22630

Political storm story

pervisors work for the school system, like Stuart Rudacille, who was
re-elected many times. I have spoken with Warren County Attorney
Blair Mitchell and he sees no reason
why I could not vote on the county
or schools budgets.”
Under scrutiny
During his sometimes contentious
questioning at the Aug. 9 Democratic Committee meeting Holloway defended himself and his sup-

porters at the Democratic caucus
three days earlier.
“Do you know everybody who is a
Democrat in the county?” Holloway
shot back at one point during his
grilling by Tory and Patricia Failmezger.
Of his most scathing critic, Holloway later stated, “He (Tory Failmezger) may have hosted a party for
Democrats at his house but he’s not
a member of the committee either
– what makes him any better than
me (in that regard)?”

540-635-9808

www.samsneadrealty.com • Fax: 540-635-7128 • Toll Free: 800-292-3548
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Also questioned by Democrats
about his pro-Crooked Run expansion statements quoted in the
Northern Virginia Daily, Holloway
said he wasn’t quoted accurately in
that Aug. 8 story.
He said any impression that he was
for “building as much as we can”
were inaccurate.
In that Aug. 8 story reporter Candace Sipos quoted Holloway stating,
“I think it’s important for somebody
to get as much industry and business as quick as we can for our tax
base. Times are tight.”
“I’m for growth – but controlled
growth,” Holloway told the assembled Democrats on Aug. 9. Of his
mention of Kohl’s and J.C. Penny’s,
two retailers cited in the past by Republicans Clay Athey and Matt Tederick as parts of Crooked Run Phase
II development, Holloway said that
in the current economic climate
that development was likely a few
years out (see related stories).
rogerb@warrencountyreport.com
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Monster Truck Madness
By Carol Ballard
Warren County Report

“Ready to see some Monster Trucks
do some car-crashing?” yelled the announcer. “Yeah!” the crowd hollered
back.
The fence at the edge of the muddy
track at the Warren County Fair on
August 3 was lined with eager kids
and photographers. Cigarette smoke
and excited conversations drifted
through the soggy air. People were
scattered over the hill just above
where all the action was about to begin.
Monster Trucks stood ready at the
lineup, the announcer got things
started by motivating the kids in the
crowd to stand up and yell, “Start
your engines!” and they did and the
engines did.
Loud and smoky, the monster trucks
roared down the track, one at a time.
Chalkboard Chuck charged out first
and threw itself on top of three cars,
crushing them like paper, and then
just sat there.
“Looks like Chalkboard Chuck got
stuck!” someone in the crowd behind
me hollered out.
Unfortunately, the first monster
had to be dragged off the smashed
cars and towed away.
“No one’s more bummed out than
the owner Dave himself. He took out
his transmission on the first wheelie.
That’ll cost him $5,000 or $6,000 to
fix. Let’s give him a hand anyway,” the
announcer called out.
I had never been to an event like
this and walked over to the fence that
was the only thing standing between
me and the monsters to get a better
picture. A security man in a golf cart
rolled over to me and said,” I know
you’re not going to stand there.” And
a man in a lawn chair repeated what

Air Dog goes airborne
he said.
So, yielding to pressure, I left the
front row and moved back up on to
the hill, but it seemed as though a lot
of kids had the same idea, because I
saw the security cart rolling over to
them too. One of the parents said,
“We can take showers if they throw
too much mud out.”
But it wasn’t the mud the guards
were worried about. We found out
why they were so persistent in moving us back from the fence a few
minutes after Chalkboard Chuck had
sadly rolled off the field. Air Dog
roared out, black smoke pouring
from her stacks and caught enough
air to scare us into thinking she could
fall over and bounce clear up into the
crowd.
Michelle Simpson, the only female
contestant that night, in diesel-powered Air Dog, stomped on the already
crushed cars and flattened them into
the ground. “How’s that for a 95pound girl?” asked the announcer,
after she mowed down both stacks of
cars. “Then he added, “Not bad for a
blonde.”
He told us that we’d be voting for
the winners at the end by how loud
we yelled for them, and that we could

Marshall Midwifery and Birth Center,LLC
At Marshall Midwifery and Birth
Center, we offer pregnant women
out of hospital, birth center births
and home births!

Where Midwives help babies out!
8434 West Main Street
Marshall, Virginia 20115

540-364-0376

Tierney O’ Brien Dovan, CPM
Lori Murafka Orme, CPM
Licensed Midwives

We are Certified and Licensed Midwives giving quality care to women and babies
thru out the childbearing years! Visit our website:

www.marshallmidwiferybirthcenter.com

pump up the level of excitement.
“Even though the engines are so loud,
they can hear you inside their trucks.
The louder you yell, the faster they’ll
go!” he encouraged.
Bobby Holman stampeded out in
Lucas Oil Stabilizer, and aggressively
leaped and smashed the already beatup cars into even flatter shreds of
twisted metal.
One by one, the drivers showed off
what their Monsters could do. Star
Marshall and Rap Attack flew out on
the track, did their wheelies, threw
mud everywhere, almost tore up the
track and gave a great show.
When it was time for the donut
standoff, Michelle again got some
teasing.
“She’s never done donuts, I’d have
my cameras ready if I were you,” said
the announcer and I heard a kid in
back of me say, “Lets back up, it’s her
first time.”
The finalists were Michelle and
Bobby, and someone in the crowd
put in their vote with, “How about a
drive-off?”
“I thought she did real well for a
girl,” one woman threw out.
“What do you think, Front Royal?”
asked the announcer and the voices
gave the win to Bobby Holman in Lucas Oil Stabilizer.
“What a show-off, there he goes,
hot-rodding around the field,” the announcer complained as Bobby made
fast tight circles throwing up dust behind the track.
For Monster Truck fans who wanted to get up-close and personal, drivers of two Monster Trucks, Shenandoah Crusher and Sergeant Smash,
took them for rides around the field
behind the track before the show and
during intermission.
Shenandoah Crusher driver and
owner Craig Robinson is from
Woodstock and also has a day job as
an officer in the Winchester Jail as a
Sergeant. I caught up with him and
his nephew (and all-around helper)
Clay Gwinn after one of the rides.

Monster fans Matthew, Tyler and Will

Shenandoah Crusher picked up some “monster” yet
“fair” beauties. Courtesy Photo/Cindy Rodney
Clay had told me earlier that the
truck wouldn’t be in the show and I
wanted to know why because I had
thought the show trucks would be
carrying riders for a thrill before or
after the performances.
Robinson explained that his truck
is only set to give rides. The suspension is different from the racers and
has a 400 horsepower engine, whereas racers have to have at least 1,400
hp and would overheat as passenger
vehicles.
I asked what kind of truck it had
been before it had been turned into a
Monster and he said that he bought it
already transformed, but it is a 1997
Ford F-150.
“Last Christmas, I was looking on
the racing junk website on the internet and I saw it. My wife Wendi and I
made a deal,” he said.
She had been wanting a dog and his
childhood dream was to own a monster truck.
“So when I started talking about
buying it, she said if I got a truck,
she would get the dog. I agreed, but

I never thought I’d get a dog or a
truck,” he said and laughed.
The dog, according to his son, is
a Morky-a Maltese/Yorkshire Terrier mix. He looked like he was very
happy with the deal his parents had
made.
So, as soon as he could after Christmas, Robinson made a trip down to
Raleigh, North Carolina and brought
the truck home. He said it only
needed a few repairs and a little bit
of maintenance work and he started
giving rides on it in March of this
year.
He thinks the truck experience has
been great for his family and enthusiastically praised his sister, brother,
nephews, uncle, his wife Wendi and
sons Jeremy and Kyle as being an essential part of it. His friend Billy Orndorff is crew chief and helps with the
mechanical issues as well.
“I couldn’t do without him,” Robinson said.
For information on the Shenandoah
Crusher, call 540-247-4519 or visit
www.shenandoahcrusher.com
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“I have completed substantial … research that documents that WC taxpayers who live … within the Town
of Front Royal have been heavily and unfairly subsidizing waster, sewer, and other basic governmental services located outside the Front Royal corporate limits.” - Walter Duncan

Town – county

Walter Duncan drops the ‘A’ word – annexation
Former town manager says town has long paid too much for too little back

Still going strong at 90, Walter Duncan makes his
case for annexation of the 522 North Corridor.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
A man with a tad more historical
knowledge of town-county relations
than anyone else in Front Royal’s
Town Hall the evening of Aug. 15
told the current town council he has
an idea. The idea is based on what he

Relax...
On Your NEW
Patio or Deck!

We custom build
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walkways, outdoor
fire pits & decks to
suit your lifestyle!

Call today to
schedule
roof and everything in between.
your FREE
, Whenever you need it!”
enior Citizen discounts!
estimate!
rvice call when you mention this ad.

believes are years of the town and its
citizens shouldering an inordinate
amount of the financial burden of
this community’s development of an
increased commercial tax base.
It is a tax base lauded as enabling
the community to fund myriad capital improvements, including two new
high schools, a renovated state-ofthe-art middle school and baseball
park and library. And it is a tax base
placed by and large in the county’s
522 North Industrial-Commercial
Corridor.
Walter Duncan’s idea is sure to raise
eyebrows from Town Hall to the

Warren County Government Center
– it is town annexation of the 522
North Commercial Corridor.
After pointing to his lifetime residency, which he proudly pointed
out is 90 years, and 42 years of combined service to the town as a planning commission member (7 years,
1954-61), town manager (21 years,
1963-85), and councilman (14 years,
1986-2001), Duncan said he had,
“completed substantial historical research that documents the fact that
Warren County taxpayers who live
[or have lived] within the corporate
limits of the Town of Front Royal
have been heavily and unfairly subsidizing waster, sewer, and other basic
governmental services of residents
and businesses located within Warren County but outside the Front
Royal corporate limits.”
To bolster that argument Duncan
produced 33 pages of charts, numbers and analysis showing that over
a half century (1960-2010) town residents (who are also county residents)
paid 91 percent ($49.7 million) of the
capital costs of the utility infrastructure extended into the county to allow industrial and commercial development to occur there.
As background, the 1998-99 Corridor Agreement between the town
and county enabled that town central
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utility infrastructure to be expanded
in the county. The agreement was
viewed as a compromise allowing the
town to collect certain payments in
lieu of taxes (PILOT) fees and double
utility rates to avoid what at the time
would have been a contentious town
annexation move on the county’s 522
north corridor. The commercial tax
base that was to be replaced by corridor development had for the most
part been centered in town at Avtex,
the community’s major private employer between 1940 and the mid1980s.
How effective that corridor compromise was, particularly in light
of the lost 2008-09 corridor lawsuit
eliminating collection of a meals-tax
based PILOT fee from the equation,
has been a thus-far unresolved bone
of contention between the town and
county governments.
But the corridor tax and fee inequities were only part of Duncan’s list of
inequities.
He added that the due to their dual
tax burden as both town and county
citizens, town residents have been
funding both the town and county
sides of EDA (formerly IDA) budget
– or 60 percent of that industrial development authority funding. And
since 1998-99, or even before if you
count DuPont’s arrival in the 1980s
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(DuPont was the first business the
town extended central water-sewer
to beyond the town limits), that
EDA/IDA-overseen commercial and
industrial development has almost
exclusively come in the county. The
exception is the Happy Creek Industrial-Technology Park off Shenandoah Shores Road.

Royal Family

Bowling Center
Behind Gateway Plaze
Rt. 522 So., Front Royal
540-636-3113

Come out & play in the dark
Friday & Saturday 11pm-1am

Xtreme Special!
$10 per person, unlimited
bowling including shoes!
Come check out our new
light show!!!
We are now a
nonsmoking facility with a
smoking lounge

RENT-A-LANE $10

per
person

Sat 2-4P.M. Sun 12-2p.m.&3-5p.m.

2 HOURS UNLIMITED Bowling
Up to 8 people per lane

“Thursday special”
$1 Per game
$1 Shoes

ALL DAY!!
“Monday Dollar Day”
$1 Game ~ $1 Shoes
$1 Hot Dogs ~ $1 Small Drinks
$1 Fries!

ALL DAY!!!
royalfamilybowl.com

Read all issues in their entirety FREE on www.WarrenCountyReport.com

Late August, 2011 • Warren County Report • Page 23

To advertise in Warren County Report:
Contact Alison at alisond@warrencountyreport.com • 540-551-2072
or Angie Buterakos at angie@warrencountyreport.com - 540-683-9197
Duncan produced myriad fact
and figures from past spending and
also noted the town alone is about
to shoulder the burden of an estimated $40 million of federally and
state-mandated improvements to its
wastewater treatment infrastructure.
So between perceived past inequities, known future expenses and
still unresolved solutions to address
the lost meals tax revenues (about
$600,000 to $800,000 annually depending on the economic climate),
Duncan believes it is time for the
town to put its foot down and take
what he believes the town’s citizens
have paid more than their fair share
for – the north corridor commercial
tax base.
So is he serious or perhaps just try-

ing to push the county toward fixing what many believe are a glaring
imbalances in revenue sharing from
corridor development in the wake of
the town’s lost corridor meals tax fee
lawsuit?
Time will tell.
Mayor Tim Darr told staff to take
Duncan’s 33 page documentation of
his argument under advisement and
report back to council.
Reactions
But initial work session feedback
appeared favorable, if not yet to annexation, to Duncan’s basic point of
unequal burden on town citizens.
“I agree part of the 1998 agreement was a water agreement – and

we haven’t done that. There has to
be a solution,” Mayor Tim Darr commented.
Carson Lauder pointed out the
town helps the county on in-town
residential development by adding
proffers for impacts on the county’s
public schools.
Perhaps the most pointed comment
came from Tom Conkey.
“Whether its annexation, boundary adjustment or what, there has to
be a solution. Now, other than corridor customers paying double for
water-sewer there is no incentive for
the town to do anything out there. I
challenge the county to come back
with a proposal. It doesn’t have to be
a win-lose, it can be a win-win for
everybody. If we work together there

Town – county
ought to be an answer,” Conkey said.
Fluid situation
We will follow the evolution of that
town research and county reactions
as it develops. It must be noted that
during past discussions of towncounty double taxing and corridor
issues, County Administrator Doug
Stanley has pointed out that in addition to the enabling of town collection of corridor fees and double
utility rates, as part of the 1998-99
Corridor Agreement, the county
took over funding responsibilities for
a number of things formerly funded
for the most part by the town, including animal control, the parks and
recreation department and the Front
Royal Airport.

It seems likely that Duncan’s initiative to put annexation back on the
table as part of the discussion of both
corridor revenue inequities and the
double tax burden of town residents
will lead to a more detailed public accounting of those relative costs and
benefits as they apply to in-town and
out-of-town county citizens.
As topics for the Sept. 15 towncounty liaison committee meeting
were later discussed at the Aug. 15
work session, one observer (you
know who – wink, wink) asked the
mayor if he wanted to add Duncan’s
annexation or boundary adjustment
call to the September liaison discussion.
“No, I’m sure the county will hear
about it,” Darr replied.
I guess they have.
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Town – county

County officials reply to Duncan – not that clear cut
Third-party analysis suggested to resolve longstanding town issues
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
As one might expect county officials initially contacted have a
different take on the shared or
unshared burden of town and
out-of-town county citizens relevant to Walter Duncan’s Aug. 15
presentation to the Front Royal
Town Council (see related story).
Happy Creek Supervisor Tony
Carter, who served with Duncan
on the town council in the late
1990s when the 522 Corridor
Agreement was drawn up, said,
“The problem with Mr. Duncan’s
argument is that it only shows
part of the picture. For instance,
the town taxpayer did not pay for
the water infrastructure; it was
paid for by the users of the system, which includes those users
outside of the town limits.
“The other major omission in
Mr. Duncan’s argument is that
he fails to take into account the
benefits that the town citizens
have received – over $10-million
less in expenditures over the last
13 years for fire, parks & rec, and
animal control. And even though
the town is no longer collecting
meals tax, they are receiving over
$300,000 in PILOT fees without
having to provide any services
(road maintenance, police, garbage collection, etc.). I do not
believe that the town citizen is
unfairly burdened.”
But Carter added that with a
man of Duncan’s stature on the
municipal scene re-raising issues
that have troubled many town officials over the years, the best way
to proceed is with a third-party
analysis.
“The only way that the issue of
‘double taxation’ can be resolved
is by having an objective third
party analyze the numbers on
both sides and present us with
their findings. This was suggested at the 522 Corridor Committee meeting several months ago,”
Carter pointed out.
County Administrator Doug
Stanley also presented us with
some numbers related to Carter’s
comments:
“The 2001-2009 Recap shows
the County spent $14,266,916.70
on Parks and Recreation, Animal

Control and funding of Company
#1 since the corridor agreement
was adopted. In FY 1998-1999,
the Town budgeted the following:
• Parks and Rec
$569,604
• Animal Control
$39,000
• FR Fire Co. #1
$174,380
• Total		
$782,984
“These are costs that the County assumed pursuant to the Corridor Agreement,” Stanley said.
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“I am glad – it is a daunting task but it’s a very welcome task and I hope I live up to the
expectations of council.” – Steve Burke on his selection as town manager

Town Manager

Burke gets ‘Acting’ taken off title – succeeds Graham
After 9 years and 5 job titles, Burke tapped for top town staff position

No hard feelings - former Mike Graham supporter Linda Allen congratulates Steve Burke on his permanent
appointment to succeed Graham. Carson Lauder and
Chris Holloway, both instrumental in Graham’s firing,
watch.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
After a short adjournment
to closed session on Aug. 8,
the Front Royal Town Council
emerged to end over 10 months
without permanent staff leadership. And it was the man who has
filled the position of town manager for most of the time since
the Sept. 27, 2010 firing of Michael Graham that was tagged as
his official and non-interim basis

replacement.
On a motion by Vice-Mayor
Chris Holloway, Steve Burke was
approved by a 4-0 vote, with Tom
Sayre and Shae Parker absent.
Parker later told us he missed the
meeting due to a flare-up of pancreatitis that hospitalized him
for a few days. And judging from
his tan and “welcome back” from
Mayor Tim Darr at Aug. 15 work
session, Sayre was apparently on
vacation that week.
But with the town manager ap-
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There will be a controlled schooling break from 8:00 to 8:40
For show information please call Samantha McDonald 540-481-0757

pointment on the Aug. 8 agenda,
when we noticed Sayre’s absence
at the meeting’s outset we wondered what possibly might be
implied – a split council perhaps
and minority appointment mirroring Sayre’s infamous “family
emergency” end-run absence the
night of Graham’s firing by a 3-2
sub-majority (Holloway-LauderTharpe)? Had Parker been kidnapped as part of some council
infighting impasse on a permanent Graham successor?
But alas no such intrigue – other
perhaps than our mayoral candidate-in-waiting may now say
he not only did not vote to oust
Graham, but also did not vote to
replace him … (shrink that government and its budget down).
But off that particular paranoid
tangent, Burke seemed the logical frontrunner for the appointment despite a lack of experience
heading a municipal government
– other than what he gained on
the job as “Acting Town Manager” for nearly 10 months.
The last nine of Burke’s 16 years
in municipal government were
spent here with the town of Front
Royal. According to the town
during his tenure here Burke has
served as the town Engineer, the
Director of Public Works and
the Director of Environmental
Services and also served as the
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Interim Director of Planning &
Zoning.
“Through Steve’s multiple levels
of experience, commitment and
dedication to the town he has

worked to ensure and deliver cost
effective quality services to the
citizens of the town. The Mayor
and Town Council look forward
to working with Steve and the

Goldizen, Riley & Co. Real Estate

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) The
typically tidy Ram or Ewe might want
to butt out until things are settled on
the home front. But get involved and
let your Ovine sense of order help
restore domestic tranquility.
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LIBRA (September 23 to October
22) Change makes demands that you
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projects that seem beyond repair. Use
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SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to
December 21) Expect to be asked to
use your combined wisdom and humor
to resolve a problem. After all, folks
not only value your advice, they also
like how you give it.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to
January 19) Most people consider
you solid and steady. But you also can
be quite capricious (which is a Latin
word for “describing the behavior of
Goats”) when it suits your needs.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) People treat you as you wish
to be treated. So if you want a change
in your relationship, make it happen.
Also expect someone to reveal some
long-held secrets.
PISCES (February 19 to March
20) Stay with the decision you made,
despite a sudden torrent of advice to
the contrary from well-meaning people. Remember: You know your needs
better than anyone.
BORN THIS WEEK: You like
things tidy, with no loose ends. You
also enjoy research and would make
an excellent investigative reporter or
scientist.
© 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Town Manager
Town Staff to advance communication with our citizens and
continue the high level of service our community expects,” the
press release stated, adding that
Burke had done an “excellent” job
during his tenure as acting town
manager,” a press release accompanying Burke’s appointment
stated.
“Up until tonight … I don’t know
that anything was certain – and
I am surprised that it fell in my
favor,” Burke said in response to
a question about whether he had
been confident in his eventual
appointment.
Burke said he was hired at a
salary of $110,000 plus the typical town package of benefits,
estimated previously at about
$24,000. Burke made $92,000 as
town director of environmental
services. He had been given a
$500 monthly stipend while per-

forming double duty during his
10 months as interim town manager.
Burke holds a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering degree
from the University of Florida
and is currently a registered
Professional Engineer in both
Virginia and Florida. He and his
wife Cary and their two children,
Madelynn and Andrew, reside in
Front Royal, the town press release stated.
As for immediate goals, following his appointment Burke said,

“One thing that we’ve been working with collectively as a staff is
to improve communications with
our citizens. And to that end
we’ve challenged the department
heads to come up with performance measures that will hopefully reflect the duties and responsibilities of the departments
and allow citizens to understand
how effectively you do deliver
services [to them].”
Asked if he was relieved the
months-long selection process
has finally ended, he said, “I am

On the Road Driving School, LLC
Garland T. Williams, Owner

5336 Water Street, Stephens City, VA 22655
Ph: (540) 869-6105 Cell: (540) 247-3197

www.ontheroaddrivingschool.com

Driver Improvement Clinic
Saturday August 27, 2011
6pm to 10 pm
Sunday September 11, 2011
6pm to 10 pm

Classes at Holiday Inn Express
142 Foxridge Ln. Winchester, VA 22601

glad – it is a daunting task but it’s
a very welcome task and I hope
I live up to the expectations of
council.”
Those expectations, at least with
the incumbent council that fired
his predecessor, may be that any
town manager not get “too big
for his britches”. Such municipal

leadership jobs present a perhaps
delicate and extremely tight rope
to walk amidst constantly shifting political alignments among
their elected superiors; perhaps
explaining a position life expectancy of around four to five years
– or one or two electoral realignments of their bosses.

Big Bertha’s Babies
Back to basics
Infant care

6am - 6pm Mon - Fri

Openings for Infants 6wks - 6mos

152 Richmond Road
540-622-2486 Front
Royal, VA 22630
Ask for Judi Melrath

Driver Education Class
Sept. 13th - Oct. 15th
Class days Tues., Thurs. & Sat.
5pm to 6:45 pm
Sat. Sept. 17 8am to 11:30 am
Classes at 153 Narrow Ln.
Mt. View Christian Academy
Stephens City, VA

WE HAVE ONLINE DRIVER IMPROVEMENT CLASSES

The Page Valley
Youth Horse Show

Saturday August 20, 2011
LURAY, VA FAIR GROUNDS

Show Starts at 10:00 a.m

Classes

Open Classes - $5.00
Youth Classes - $3.00

Rules and Regulations

• Protective head gear (meets or exceeds

ASTM standards) is required for all
Particpants in all classes of this horse show.
• ALL exhibitors must have current
coggins at registration.

* Decision of the judge is final *

Special thanks to all the people who helped make this show successful!

In the heart of Historic Downtown Front Royal
120A East Main Street • 631-7223
We are clearing room for some great new fall items!

40% OFF

Melissa & Doug products, Romance Novels, Teacher &
Home-school Supplies and Puppets

While Supplies Last!
20% off in-stock Miche bags & covers!
exp. 9/2/11

Wide Selection of New and Gently Read Books
Exclusive Shenandoah Valley Retailer of Miche Bags
(new styles arriving regularly)

Unique Gift Items and Souvenirs
Monday - Wednesday 11:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Thursday - Saturday 11:00 AM - 7:00 PM
Sunday Noon - 5:00 PM

Like us on facebook!
www.facebook.com/MainStreetBookCompany
www.mainstreetbookco.com

Front Royal’s

Fussell Florist

Commerce Ave. Across from the Front Royal Fire Dept.

McCoy’s
Cookie
Jars FOR SALE!
540-683-9197

Too busy to stop in?
Visit us online 24 hours a day 7 days a week

www.frontroyalsfussellflorist.net
www.fussellflorist.net

635-1334
•
635-4193
202 E. 2nd St.
Front Royal, VA
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“What if we decide to do it ourselves? If the town wanted to get into a solar project of its own … solar
owned and operated by the Town of Front Royal – would this [AMP] agreement give us a problem?”
– Mayor Darr (hypothetically)

Twilight Zone

AMP-solar update – are we in, out or on our own?
‘What if we decide to do it ourselves?’ - uh oh, I’m feeling dizzy
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Regular readers of this very fine,
sometimes humoress (uh oh, my
spell check is telling me there is
no such word and is suggesting
“humorless”), occasionally deep
and always puzzling tabloid rag,
know that this reporter occasionally has Twilight-Zone-like flashbacks characterized by the distinctive musical theme – do-do,
do-do, do-do, do-do – DA-DADA, DUM – and a sense of vertigo as I fear I am being snatched
into some parallel universe.
Well, it happened again during
an Aug. 15 Front Royal Town
Council work session during an
update by the town manager on
the status of the town’s involvement with the AMP (American
Municipal Power) solar electric
generation agreement.
I know, I know – you thought

that was all dead and buried,
didn’t you – with the possible
exception of the still unresolved
$30-million defamation and interference in a business contract
civil suit brought against the town
and three councilmen (Holloway,
Lauder and Sayre) by local businessmen Greg Horton and Donnie Poe as members of the original company that brought a solar
power proposal to the town?
Well not so fast, cowboy!
It seems that a subsequent,
council-approved Resolution (5-0
vote, Holloway absent) to participate in the eventual offshoot of
that original SolAVerde proposal,
a partnership between Standard
Energy and the town’s municipal
power cooperative, AMP-Ohio,
to produce solar energy is alive
– or is it?
That was what was at issue as
Town Manager Steve Burke reviewed the council-approved

Town of Front Royal
Town Attorney Position

A

Front Royal is an equal opportunity employer and encourages all qualified persons to apply.

Warren
County Report

Alison Duvall
Advertising Sales

Cell: (540) 551-2072

alisond@warrencountyreport.com

Warren
County Report
Angie Buterakos
Advertising Sales
Cell: (540) 683-9197

angie@warrencountyreport.com

Greg Biffle’s Got
to Stay Positive
Greg Biffle is relieved to see things
returning to normal at Roush Fenway
Racing.
Biffle, 41, has been competing regularly at the Sprint Cup level for the
Ford team founded by Jack Roush
since 2003, winning 16 times and finishing second to Tony Stewart in the
2005 championship standings. Biffle
also finished third, behind champion
Jimmie Johnson and teammate Carl
Edwards, in 2008.
Normal, for Biffle, would involve
making the Chase for a fourth straight
year, but the Vancouver, Wash., native
likely will have to win at least one of
the final five regular-season races to
do so.
The reason for Biffle’s optimism is

AMP had given the town a very
liberal opt-out option. – “AMP
said we can opt out at any time;
there is no time limit on opting
out [for the town],” he told Darr
and council (Vice-Mayor Chris
Holloway was absent, Darr noted

Greg Biffle has been shut out this season and will need a win in the final five
races to make the Chase for the fourth
straight year. (John Clark/NASCAR
This Week photo)
the fact that Edwards, the Cup point
leader, has renewed his contract to
remain at Roush Fenway. Edwards
apparently seriously considered an
offer from Joe Gibbs Racing before
deciding to remain where he is. Like
teammates Edwards, Matt Kenseth
and David Ragan, Biffle has spent his
entire career with Roush, winning a
Truck Series championship in 2000

and the (now) Nationwide Series in
2002.
“I think it’s great that he (Edwards)
is coming back to our company,”
Biffle said. “I was a little skeptical,
I suppose, whether he was going to,
figuring this is August already.
“I’m relieved because people won’t
ask me about it anymore. That’s why
I’m most relieved about it and to have
him back as a teammate. He does a
good job getting his car set up and
helps. I think we all help each other.”
Roush recently changed Biffle’s
crew chief, replacing Greg Erwin
with Matt Puccia. Biffle, who won the
August race at Pocono Raceway in
2010, managed an eighth-place finish
this time, leaving him 13th in points.
“Certainly we’ve been trying hard
to win a race,” Biffle said. “We’ve
come close a few times. ... Michigan,
Bristol, Atlanta are all great tracks
for us, and we feel like we can win at
basically any of these racetracks.
“I would have never guessed we’d
be this far into the season without
winning a race after the way we finished last year.”
***
Monte Dutton covers motorsports
for The Gaston (N.C.) Gazette. Email Monte at nascarthisweek@
yahoo.com.
© 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

King Features Weekly Service

Email: jbush@frontroyalva.com
Fax: (540) 631-9006

theorists have speculated may
be all around us … mirroring us,
perhaps with little unpredictable
twists and turns.
Surely I was “not in my River
City anymore, Toto.”
Burke replied to the mayor that

August 15, 2011

The Town of Front Royal is seeking a Full-time Town Attorney. This
position requires a highly skilled and motivated Virginia licensed attorney
and graduation from an accredited law school with emphasis on municipal/local government issues. Applicants must be admitted to practice in
Virginia; admission to practice in local federal courts a plus. Familiarity
with general civil litigation is necessary.
The Town Attorney’s Office advises Town officials and represents the
Town in a wide range of legal matters, particularly those dealing with: a
wide range of contract issues; construction law; land use, subdivision
and zoning issues; real estate and eminent domain; debt collection (tax,
utilities and related bankruptcy issues); general utility issues; franchises
and related regulatory law; employment law; §1983 issues; and all areas
of municipal and local government law. As an employee of the Town
Council, attendance is required at all Town council meetings and work
sessions and Planning Commission meetings. Attendance at Board or
Zoning Appeals and Board of Architectural Review as needed.
Salary negotiable based upon education and experience. The successful candidate must be able to handle varied and unique legal issues.
Resumes, with salary requirements and availability date, will be accepted
until filled. Please submit resume/application to Town of Front Royal application form to: Town of Front Royal, Director of Human Resources, 16
North Royal Ave., Front Royal, Virginia 22630. wwwfrontroyalva.com.

resolution of Aug.23, 2010, that
authorized the town to acquire,
or perhaps even produce up to
2 megawatts (2,000 kilowatts) of
solar-generated electricity from
AMP.
“The resolution included language that the Town’s obligation
was contingent upon a solar facility being constructed in or
adjacent to the Town and be in
commercial operation within 12
months of the resolution’s adoption,” council was reminded on
Aug. 15 as the 12-month deadline
approached.
As the issue of waiving the 12month deadline to give the town
the opportunity to participate in
an AMP solar energy production
should it occur at a later date was
discussed, Mayor Darr asked,
“What if we decide to do it ourselves? If the town wanted to get
into a solar project of its own …
solar owned and operated by the
Town of Front Royal – would this
agreement give us a problem?”
That was when the vertigo kicked
in, accompanied by the Twilight
Zone theme – I was sure I had
been snatched into one of those
parallel universes the quantum
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Storm story
because he was not feeling well).
Perhaps he heard the music too
– or perhaps just noticed my
glazed look as I scribbled madly
through this exchange. But Mayor
Darr explained in an aside, “What
I said was all hypothetical.”
I didn’t know whether to be relieved – but the mayoral acknowledgement that I, and perhaps others in the room, may have been on
the verge of a dimensional shift,
or at the very least a severe bout
of vertigo, was reassuring – and
the music began to fade and the
room ceased spinning.
I listened for more clues as to
where I really was – my home dimension or another.
10 acre horse farm Northern Fauquier Co.
3BR, 3BA, 7 stall barn,
many upgrades.
Shown by Appt.

ONLY $535,000
Virginia Wright

Assoc. Broker, ABR, GRI
67 W. Lee Hwy
Warrenton, VA 20186
540-219-9531
vwright@mris.com

“Does AMP plan to build?” Tom
Conkey asked Burke about the
addition of solar electrical generation to its increasingly diverse
portfolio.
“They are working on a communication with the town and asked
that we await further communication from them,” Burke said.
“Tell them to give us a time
frame or we’re opting out,” Shae
Parker suggested.
Burke asked staff be given a
month to prepare such a statement and explained that AMP
has led him to believe their communication to the town on their
solar plan and the town’s possible
role in it would be forthcoming
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within a month.
That perceived time frame to
find out exactly where the AMPsolar plan is appeared to ease
council’s collective mind and a
month-long wait and see consensus was reached.
Bear reality
As Tom Sayre led council into an
exploration of “the bear problem”
as experienced in his east-side
Shenandoah Shores Road neighborhood, I was pretty sure I was
home again in “my” River City.
It was explained by Conkey, who
had communicated with state officials on the issue of bears in

rural communities that the state,
particularly the Game Commission, had sole authority.
“The only thing that can be done
[at the local level],” Conkey said
he was told, “is to ensure the
bears don’t have a food supply
[that will attract them into populated areas].”
To accomplish that people are
advised to: 1/ store their trash
in bear-proof containers so the
bears can’t access disposed-of
food; 2/ keep no pet food outside; and 3/ see that bird feeders
are elevated and located in places
bears can’t get to them.
Other than presenting an educational forum on these tactics and

ACCESS DRY CLEANERS
24-HOUR DROP BOX 1,2,3

29 E. Jackson Street
(540) 631-9300

20% off

Any Dry Cleaning Order
(not valid on shirts)

with coupon. exp 8/26/11
Quality Dry Cleaning and Laundry Services

Mon. - Fri. 8:00 - 5:30 • Sat. 9:00 - 1:00
CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK!

how to act around bears – don’t
feed them or any other wildlife, it is a crime – little remains
to be done, Conkey said he was
told. He added that the Dept. of
Game & Inland Fisheries or the
Game commission did NOT trap
and relocate bears. This bears up
(sorry about that) the experience
of Publisher Dan McDermott,
who covered an in-town beartrapping situation several years
ago and discovered the captured
bear had not been relocated, but
rather put down.
Town Manager Burke said the
town could retro-fit its blue trash
containers to become bear proof
where citizens were experiencing repeated problems with bears
going through their trash cans.
Reportedly bears can smell food
from miles away, so it’s not an
issue of them only hitting your
trash when they decide to take a
stroll down your street.
How to deal with the issue of
apartment house dumpsters and
commercial trash containers being left open to bear access was
also broached.
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Music

John McCutcheon on the music and the method
Headliner at Shenandoah Valley Music Festival on Sept. 3

John McCutcheon
By Ariana Shirzadi
Special to WC Report
As the Shenandoah Valley Music Festival cruises toward its last
weekend on September 3rd and 4th,
I caught up with John McCutcheon,
a long-time favorite in the Shenandoah Valley. He is the headliner
at the Folk “Mini-Fest” at Orkney
Springs on September 3. He took a
few minutes to talk with me about
folk singing (he oughta know…his
website is www.folkmusic.com!)
about balance in life and of course,
the Shenandoah Valley.
Q: Was folk singing something
that came naturally for you?
McCutcheon: It’s something I’ve al-

ways liked since I was a kid. At that
time there was a big revival going on
so it was something that you could
participate in. It’s about participation rather than performance. Then
people started asking me to perform
for them, I wasn’t intent upon doing
it, but I was young – 14 years old
– and I was cheap (laughs).
It felt like a comfortable thing to
do and it suited me. I liked the stories and I was a teenager so I liked
looking at life and figuring out what
it meant, and I think any kind of music is good for that.
Q: What inspires your songs?
Does it come more from your personal life or just observations of
the world around you?
McCutcheon: A little bit of everything, it’s the same for any writer of
any genre. You try to entertain and
to explore the world around you; you
do it for yourself and the audience.
Growing up listening to Woody
Guthrie, he wrote everything from
hit songs to love songs to topical
songs; it was his way of walking
through the world. When I started,
that gave me permission to treat

Wayside Fall Young Performers
Workshop registration
This fall, see your young performer shine onstage with Wayside
Theater’s exciting line-up of classes. At Wayside, we pick the play
to fit the performers so that everyone is challenged appropriately
from first-time actors to seasoned pros. Every workshop ends with
a performance which is free and open to the public.
Space is very limited and slots are filled on a first-come, first-served
basis so call NOW to register!  Payments can be made by cash,
check, VISA, MasterCard, or Discover. Payment plans are available
and must be approved in advance by the YPW Coordinator.
Workshops are scheduled for Mondays, from Sept. 12 to Oct. 31;
and Tuesdays, Sept. 13 to Nov. 1; and Saturdays, Sept. 10 to Oct.
29.
For more information or to register, call the Box Office at 540869-1776.
Wayside Theatre states it is the only professional theatre in the
area offering tools and workshops to create confidence, instill discipline, build esteem, and foster creativity in our youth.
(Wayside Theatre is the second oldest professional theatre in the
Shenandoah Valley of Virginia and is celebrating its 50th Golden
Anniversary season of presenting high quality, professional entertainment. Patrons can obtain single tickets, subscription packages,
and group packages by calling the Box Office at (540) 869-1776.
Additional information can be obtained on the theatre’s website at
www.waysidetheatre.org. Wayside Theatre is located in Middletown, Virginia on Route 11, Main Street, just north of the intersection of I-66 and I-81)
(From a release)

writing that way. I could write about
anything from my kid losing his first
tooth, to sitting by my mother’s side
when she was sick, or even the debt
crisis.
Q: I understand you play around
a dozen instruments, what is the
draw toward to the traditional instruments like the hammer dulcimer?
McCutcheon: I like their sound
and the feel and the context you are
able to put the music in to. I like old
wooden things, I’m in my music studio right now and I look around and
I see instruments from every corner
of the earth, and what ties them together is folk music from places I’ve
been. Each instrument has a connection to people I’ve met, places
I’ve been, and music I love. I play
six or seven instruments on stage,
but at home I play others – trying to
learn new ones. I’ve been blessed or
cursed with lots of curiosity.

producer, an author, and a father.
How do you find time to achieve
these accomplishments?
McCutcheon: It’s always a balancing
act. I know a lot of people like me
who disappear into their own world
and end up with feral kids. They
are great musicians but don’t know
how to sit down and have dinner at
someone’s house. Of course you act
differently for each, on stage and recording you have a job to do, or if at
a parent teacher conference you’re
a parent there but they all blend to-

gether. You just learn how to do it.
You make a lot of mistakes but you
just learn how to balance.
Q: Besides being a parent, what is
your favorite thing to do among
those things? Or do they all run
together?
McCutcheon: It’s hard to distinguish. I can’t imagine not playing
music, but I imagine years from now
getting sick of getting on planes and
I think maybe I’ll just play locally
and that will be enough. When I sit

Shenandoah
Mutual
Fire Insurance Company
Mary Ann Weakley, Agent
Insurance at Competitive Prices
Home, Renters, Farm & Fire Policies

Lady Robin Hood, Inc.
8552 Winchester Road
Front Royal,VA

tweakley1@comcast.net
H-(540)631-0163
C-(540)671-9177

Accessible 7 days a week!

Q: Now you are a folk singer, a

Springtime Garden Center
540-635-8765
Mon - Fri 8am to 7pm • Sat 8am to 5pm • Sun 12:30 to 5pm

AUGUST SPECIALS!

Roses

reg.

$24.95 NOW

$12.50

Fall Asters and Mums are in!
6 inch pots 3 for $10.00

FARM FRESH PRODUCE
Lopes, Seedless Melons, Tomatoes, Squash,
Green Beans, Cabbage, Cukes, Peaches

Fresh Amish Bread and Pastries (Every Fri & Sat)
We have been in the same location for over 30 years.
We encourage our customers to shop and compare
quality and prices, including The Big Home centers.
You will be pleasantly surprised.
Amish Outdoor Furniture

 Landscape design & installation

Flowers & Shrubs arriving weekly  Bagged & bulk mulch available

Always
the Valley’s
lowest prices!

Check out our weekly specials
- on facebook-
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Music
down at night I’m not practicing an
instrument to play at concerts, it’s
just part of my life. But the most difficult and most rewarding is being
with your family. Music is easy compared to that.

different topics for 45 minutes at a
time. Out in the real world it doesn’t
work like that. I got a big dose of
how music fits into a life, community, and culture. I couldn’t go back
to that compartmentalized type of
learning.

Q: I’ve read that during school
you were able to travel and learn
outside of the classroom. Do you
think you learned more from that
than being in a classroom?
McCutcheon: When I was in college I convinced my advisor to let
me do an independent study to learn
to play the banjo. After that I never
went back, he arranged for me to
get credit outside of the classroom,
and I graduated that way. There had
been just too much I’d been dying
to do for so long, and when you’re
in a classroom it’s all discrete. You
go to different rooms to learn about

Q: Would you attribute that time
to the development of your style
of music?
McCutcheon: Yes, it was a crash
course and I was thoroughly in the
middle of it.
Q: Do you think that getting out
and learning that way is something
everyone should experience?
McCutcheon: It depends on how
you learn. The combination of some
kind of organized and experiential
learning is good, especially with music. I especially believe you have to

get out and play and see how other
people play to learn. I’ve never met
anyone ever who only learned music in the classroom. Something had
to happen to get their hands dirty.
There’s nowhere you can go in a
classroom and learn about folk music. Every great musician I know was
not just a student.
Q: One final question. I understand that you lived in Charlottesville for some time. How did you
enjoy the Shenandoah Valley?
McCutcheon: I remember when I
was on that independent study and
I didn’t have a car so I hitchhiked
everywhere. I remember getting a
ride down [Interstate] 81 at night.
The driver dropped me off around

Woodstock or Toms Brook and he
was going off the Interstate so I slept
under the overpass. I woke up and
looked out and thought this is the
most beautiful place I’ve ever seen
and I knew I wanted to live there

one day.
The special guests at the Folk
“Mini-fest” are Catie Curtis and
Chatham Street. For tickets and information go to musicfest.org or call
(540) 459.3396

Haircuts $9.99

Blue Ridge Barber Shop
Royal Plaza Shopping Center
Credits Cards Accepted / Gift Cards Available

Open 7 Days A Week

415 - B - South St. Front Royal, VA

540-635-9552

(Expires 8/31/2011)

WE BUY USED CARS!!!
Ready to sell your nice used vehicle?
Give us a chance to bid on it.
We pay market value.
We are looking for nice, clean cars and trucks.

(540) 635-2156

www.JEChevy.com

9 Commerce Avenue • Front Royal, VA 22630
www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC
www.edwardjones.com Member
SIPC

Living in the Now,
Preparing for the Future
For many of us, our goals in life remain constant: financial
independence and providing for family. Striking a balance between
saving for such goals as education and retirement and allocating
money for daily expenses can be challenging, but you can do it.

Learn how you can redefine your savings approach toward education
and retirement. Call or visit today.

Richard L Mason,
AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

21 Lee Street
Front Royal, VA 22630
540-635-6830

Bret W Hrbek, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

Holly Hill Professional Center
986 John Marshall Hwy Suite C
Front Royal, VA 22630
540-635-8229

George L Karnes II, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

115 N Royal Ave
Front Royal, VA 22630
540-635-6798

From the driveway to the roof and everything in between.

“Whatever you need, Whenever you need it!”
Ask about our Senior Citizen discounts!

Receive $25 OFF your first service call when you mention this ad.
 Electrical Services
 Heating/ Heat Pumps/Burner Service
 HVAC
 Plumbing
 Roofing
 Drywall
 Carpentry
 Excavating and Hauling
 Painting
We want to do our part to help the local
 Energy Conservation Specialist
economy. If you live in the town of Front
 Leading Edge LED Lighting Technology
Royal please inquire about job opportunities!  Heating & Cooling Energy Upgrades
 OVER 25 YEARS OF SERVICE!

Teamelectriconline.com
* 24 Hour *
Emergency Service
132 Hillidge St, P.O. Box 452, Front Royal, VA 22630

(540) 636-1463
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Music

Béla Fleck reunites with original Flecktones
Headlining Shenandoah Valley Music Festival Sept. 4

Bela Fleck & the Flecktones - the original model
Groundbreaking banjo player/
composer/bandleader Béla Fleck
has reconvened the original Béla
Fleck and the Flecktones, the extraordinary initial line-up of his
incredible combo. The new CD,
“Rocket Science” marks the first
recording by the first Flecktones
in almost 20 years. Pianist/harmonica player Howard Levy,
bassist Victor Wooton and his
brother, percussionist-“drumitarist” Roy “Futureman” Wooton
are back in the fold with Fleck.
But far from being a wistful trip
back in time, the new album
sees the Grammy Award-winning quartet creating some of the

best music of their storied career. While all manners of genres
come into play, from classical and
jazz to bluegrass and African music to electric blues and Eastern

European folk dances, the result
is an impossible to pigeonhole
sound all their own, a meeting of
musical minds that remains, as
ever, utterly indescribable. Simply put, it is The Flecktones, the
music made only when these four
individuals come together.
Béla Fleck and the Flecktones,
the Original Lineup, at the
Shenandoah Valley Music Festival in Orkney Springs, Va., on
Sunday, September 4, at 7 p.m.
For tickets and information, go to
www.musicfest.org or call (540)
459-3396.
Fleck, unavailable for an interview at press time, recently told
a Chicago-land website, the Chicagoist, that the point of the tour
is to play a mix of the old tunes,
before Levy left the band in 1992
and the new tunes from “Rocket
Science.” He told Chicagoist that

FRONT ROYAL GOLF CLUB

Come play the best 9 hole course in the Valley!

Front Royal Golf Club brings back the 4-hour round of golf. It’s a fun and
excellent test of golf you’re sure to enjoy. Conveniently located just off I-66 at
Exit 6, on Country Club Road in the beautiful and historic Shenandoah Valley.
Warren County Residents Discount
Warren County residents receive a 10% discount
on greens and cart fees. Bring your driver’s
license or other proof of residency for discount.
$20.00/18 holes include cart & green fees,
Monday through Thursday after 3:00pm.

(540) 636-9061

www.warrencountyva.net

the new tour has been very comfortable. The band dynamic is
very happy and familiar, he said,
the music’s getting better and
the crowds have been good. “No
complaints!”
More excerpts from the Chicagoist interview:
Q: How did the reintroduction of
Howard Levy affect your playing

and the band’s playing? Is playing with him different now than
it was back at the Flecktones’ beginning?
BF: I remember now how he
used to push us all, and provoke
us into finding new ground every
night. He is an instigator and that
has not changed. He has grown
as a musician and a person, as I
believe we all have in the 17 years
since we played together. His

Mountain Mystic
Trading Company

Our Mystique Has Grown!
Offering a wide variety of sterling silver and gemstone jewelry,
chimes, rock and mineral specimens, books, cards, journals, relaxing and meditative music, tapestries, candles, incense, fragrance
and essentials oils, stickers, antique jade carvings, and so many
more one of a kind items!

215 South Street • Front Royal • 635-6318
Open everyday from 10-6, except Sunday from 12-5 and closed on Wednesdays

“Serving The Valley with High-tech
Dentistry and Old-fashioned Service”

Thomas Family Dentistry, PC
General Dentistry

Come See Our
New Office
Beside Denny’s
Rt. 11 North, Strasburg

Dr. Stephen J. Thomas DDS
Dr. Kenneth J. Thomas DDS
NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!

All Phases of Dentistry Including:
• Cleanings And Exams • Invisalign
• Orthodontics • Extractions
• Partials And Dentures • Implants

Patient Friendly Payment
Plans Available

HOURS:
Monday through Thursday
7am - 5pm

See Our Website for
Monthly Promotions

540-465-3980

33820 Old Valley Pike (Rt. 11) • Strasburg, VA 22657

www.thomasfamilydentistry.com

		 Offering:
					
					

• Student Classroom
• Behind-the-Wheel
• Re-Examinations

Now taking applications
for our 36 hour Fall Class
214 East Jackson Street • Front Royal, VA

540-622-6900
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Music
playing is altogether remarkable,
and what he brings out of the
group is even better.
Q: Was the composition process
for “Rocket Science” markedly
different than it was for previous
Flecktones’ albums? Was it different from the first three albums?
Were the differences the result of
personnel changes, age and experience, or something else?
BF: The main difference was our
encouraging Howard to have a
stronger role in the composing
process. In the past, his tunes
weren’t played enough by the
group, and this was a great time
to rectify that. He wrote two

pieces and co-wrote one with me.
(Bassist) Victor (Wooten) and I
wrote one together and Futureman wrote one.
This band has mostly played my
compositions since the beginning, and this is still true. More
than half of the pieces on the new
recording are my pieces that I
composed the way I always compose, but hopefully with some
positive evolution.
Q: Futureman’s new Drumitar
[the guitar-shaped electronic
percussion instrument he created] sounds more organic, blending much better with his acoustic
percussion set-up. How has the

All lines of insurance:

Q: The Flecktones have performed in a variety of settings.

Auto  Health
 Business
 Life
 Home



Insure with us
with confidence!
11 Water Street · Front Royal, VA

(540) 635-8401

Open Until 6 PM!

635-7064

540-635-1862

203 E. Main St.

Weekly Entertainment!!

www.StonewallJacksonRestaurant.com
Lo
ts

Lunch
Specials

Lunch
Buffet

Starting at

11:30am - 2:30pm
Monday ~ Friday

$4.99

of
F

un

www.royaloakcomputers.com

BUDGET SELF STORAGE

Tuesdays ~ Karaoke
Wednesday ~ Open Mic
Fridays ~ DJ Mike Bailey
Sat. 8/20 ~ Dixie Breeze
Sun. 8/21 ~ Karaoke Special w/ Dan McDermott
Sat. 8/27 ~ Jackpot
Sat. 9/3 ~ Labor Day Luau

G

SHOP LOCALLY
AND SAVE!

Beats the Competition! Best Prices on
Ink Cartridges, Toner and Supplies!!

Steak • Seafood • Pasta • Chicken
ABC on
915 N Royal Ave
Front Royal, VA 22630

d!

One favorite instance, crowdwise – because it encapsulated
the Flecktones’ cross-genre appeal – was a small college show
where there was an audience culture clash between seated, quiet
folks clearly there from a jazz
angle and Generation Y hippies
who kept trying to dance in the
aisles. Do you have a preference
for whom you play? How much
control do you have in a venue
selection and how does your audience preference inform that
choice?
BF: We do have some choice
about where we play, and we try
to make good ones. For a while
we did have that issue between
the seated listeners and the folks
that wanted to dance. It really
hasn’t been a problem for quite
a while, I don’t know how it resolved, but it did.
We always wanted both audi-

Royal Oak Computers

Stonewall
Jackson
Restaurant

oo
tF
rea

new version affected you and the
band sonically and musically?
Have you noticed it having any
effect on Futureman’s playing?
Also, do you call him “Future
Man”?
BF: Futureman has always been
into trying new things, and although I was nervous that we
might get in the studio and have
the new Drumitar go down or not
work properly, I surrendered my
desire for control and watched
with interest. The new Drumitar
performed beautifully and everyone seems to think that it plays
and sounds better than ever. I
know that it is much lighter than
the old one, so that has to be easier on his back, although he has
never complained. We call him
Futch and Roy.

!

ences but we do encourage people to do what is appropriate to
the room and the situation, and
to please be considerate of each
other. For instance, an outdoor
venue or festival is different from
Symphony Hall. Personally, I
don’t dance and I can understand
a person coming to the show to
take in the music and want to sit.
We play for a long time, and two
and a half hours is a long time to
stand up for folks that are past
their 30s! Also if someone decides to spend top dollar for great
seats down front, and then someone comes and dances in front of
them all night, they have a right
to be irritated.
But our music has lots of
groove in it, and we are also glad
that it makes many people want
to dance. The aspect of dance becoming foreign in jazz is unfortunate in my opinion, and we love
to see people dance to our music.
We just hope that they don’t hurt
themselves dancing on the odd
meters!
Q: Are there plans for this or any
other incarnation of the Flecktones beyond this tour?
BF: There are no plans for what
comes next. That doesn’t mean
that there won’t be a next, just
that we haven’t talked about it
yet. There is something about not
knowing if or when we will play
again next that makes this experience very precious to us and our
audience. We have all committed
11 months to this and that is all
we know for sure.

TUITION FREE
TAX SCHOOL

First Month FREE!
with 1 Month Paid Rent & Security Deposit
With Coupon *Subject to availability

376 Fairfax Pike

Next To Food Lion On Rt 277

Stephens City, VA
22655

INCREDIBLE PRICES!

(540) 868 - 0386

Rt. 619 & Corner of Airport Rd • Front Royal

Small fee for books & supplies

540-635-4000 • 800-296-0044
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I thought you might find the following article from snopes.com interesting: http://www.
snopes.com/crime/warnings/childlure.asp – message from WC Sheriff Daniel McEathron in response to our inquiry

Internet hoaxes

‘Crying to get home’ - debunking MS-13 rape ‘warning’
Another ethnically-charged, alarmist ‘urban legend’ re-circulates online
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

In recent weeks we were forwarded an e-mail message that
has apparently become an “echain letter” allegedly sent by the
“Sheriff ’s Department” warning
people that crying children are
being used by a specific Hispanic
Gang – MS-13 – to lure women
into situations in which they will
become rape victims.
People are urged to swoop up
crying children even if they are
pointing to their home or know
their home address – essentially
asked to become kidnappers,
rather than risk a fate worse than
death by helping return the child
home – not to mention add further difficulties to the already full
plate of local law enforcement by
taking the children to a police
station.
Our suspicions about the validity of the e-mail forwarded to
us from two sources after being
mass-e-mailed through both a
local church and personal e-mail
address before making its way to
us were raised by the fact there
is no “sheriff ’s department” here,
but rather the Warren County
Sheriff ’s Office. We forwarded the
e-mail to Warren County Sheriff
Danny McEathron and asked if
he had any knowledge of it.
His reply:
“My office never issued such a
release; you may want to check
out Snopes.”
Snopes, the sheriff reminded
us, is an online site devoted to
debunking increasingly popular
“urban legends”, many alleging
threats from gangs and/or ethnic
groups. These urban legends are
reaching more people than ever
in the internet age of e-mail.
But before our Snopes search we
attempted to reach the supposed
source of the message, an alleged
Richmond “District 13 Parole Officer” – Miss Teresa A. Engram
– about her dour warning connecting children in distress as
lures to “a fate worse than death”
at the hands of illegal-immigrant
gangbangers.
We got a recorded message purporting that Miss Engram is a
District 13 parole officer, but over

two weeks later we have yet to get
a return call from Miss Engram
– and we doubt we will.
And both our and the sheriff ’s
subsequent searches of Snopes
revealed that the MS-13/crying
children/rape warning is one “urban legend” that has been around
since 2005 online and as far back
as 1985 in more primitively circulated versions.
The Snopes link to this specific
myth is: http://www.snopes.com/
crime/warnings/childlure.asp
One of the messages circulating
this urban legend locally contained the preface “Hi ... Received
this message which I’ve been
asked to forward, just in case....”
We guess the “better safe than
sorry” rationale accounts for
much of the motivation in forwarding such bogus “warnings”.
However in an age of increasing
ethnic, religious and racial stereotyping we wonder if forwarding such mass-circulated e-mails
without first attempting verification with local law enforcement
or other alleged sources is not
more of a social disservice than a
valid “just in case” precaution?
That disservice is to add to the
fear people have of each other
based exclusively on false and
damaging ethnic stereotyping
– in this case the reference to
a gang of exclusively Hispanic

membership.
A quick e-mail or call to any
local law enforcement agency
should do the trick – and then
there’s always Snopes.
The message

Here’s what started it all – the
message was forwarded specifically to us by sources asking if we
had any info on the validity of the
warning:
Forwarded Message:
Subject: WarningFromWCSD
Sheriff’s Department Warning
FAMILY PLEASE READ!
This is from the County Sheriff’s Department, please read
this message very carefully:
This message is for any lady
who goes to work, college or
school or even driving or walking the streets alone.
If you find a young person
crying on the road showing you
their address and is asking you
to take them to that address...
take that child to the POLICE
STATION!! No matter what
you do, DON’T go to that address. This is a new way for
gang members (MS13) to rape
women. Please forward this
message to all ladies & guys

Refinance your existing loan from
another financial institution and
we will lower the rate by 1%. NO
REFINANCES within credit union.
Subject to credit approval. This
doesn’t apply to Home Equity,
overdraft line of protection loans,
or credit cards.
Member must provide documentation of current rate from other institution.
Rate subject to change without notice. The floor rate set at 2.99%.
Membership required. Qualifications apply. Federally insured by NCUA.

For more information visit:

www.frontroyalfcu.org

Federally insured by NCUA

so that they can inform their
sisters & friends and family.
Please don’t feel shy to forward
this message. Our 1 message
may save a life. Published by
CNN & FOX NEWS (Please
circulate).. **Please DO NOT
IGNORE! Thank you !

gang-initiation murder – again,
NOT TRUE. In fact, receipt of
that one led to our last visit to
Snopes … maybe we should all
visit Snopes more often to stay
on top of this type of alarmist hatemongering.

Miss Teresa A. Engram, Parole
Officer
13th District Court Service Unit
4100 Hull Street Road
Richmond, VA 23224
Direct Line: 804-646-8852
Fax: 804-646-8117
Email: Teresa.Engram@djj.virginia..gov
Also note the double dot (..) in
the alleged e-mail address between Virginia and gov – another
indicator of something fishy in
the state of cyber world.
Another prominent myth we
noticed during this Snopes search
was a related one we received last
year “warning” that if you flash
your headlights at a passing car
at night that has its headlights off,
you may be targeted for an ethnic

•
•
•

DMV Approved Driver Improvemet Clinic
“Better Driving Through Better Training”

DMV/Court Ordered
Volunteer (earn 5=points)
Insurance Rate Reduction

•
•

Work
New Drivers

Classes are Saturdays August 27th, September 3rd and 17th
from 8 - 5 at the Hampton Inn, Front Royal.
Cost of the 8 hr class is $65.00.

Call 24/7

(540)665-8617

Craig Strickler,Owner/Instructor

Daily Sub
Special!!
Ledo’s choice of
Sub, Drink and Fries
ONLY $7.49
+ tax

540-635-7133

230 N Royal Avenue, Front Royal
113 South Street, Front Royal

Front Royal store only

135 Crooked Run Plaza Front Royal, VA
(540) 635-7400 www.ledopizza.com
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Friday, August 19, 2011
Forecast for 22630: 87° | 63°
2pm - 5pm Vino E Formaggio Wine
Tasting. Always Free, Always Fun!
www.vinoeformaggio.com (540) 6352812.
7pm - 9pm Gazebo Gathering. Main
Street, Front Royal. Enjoy Friday evening with a Summer Concert Series
that includes a variety of music at the
Gazebo located Downtown at Main/
Chester Streets. This a FREE event!!
Hosted by: Blue Ridge Arts Council.
Tonight: “The Moonlighters” - traditional American music - swing, jazz,
blues and oldies.
Saturday, August 20, 2011
Forecast for 22630: 89° | 67°
8am - 1pm Community Yard Sale.
Crooked Run Plaza, Front Royal. Today is a Community Yard Sale to benefit the Warren County Dog Park. The
event will be at Petco. More information: Joe at (540) 660-5276.
8am - 4pm Warren County Fair Flea
Market. Warren County Fairgrounds.
For more information: (540) 6355827 http://www.warrencountyfair.
com/15.html.
9am - 1pm Farmers Market. Main

Street, Front Royal. Today is the
Farmers Market in Downtown Front
Royal behind the Gazebo Area located
at Main/Chester Streets. For more information visit www.frontroyalfarmersmarket.com.
1pm - 4pm Wedding. Main Street,
Front Royal. Wedding today at the
Gazebo.
Sunday, August 21, 2011
Forecast for 22630: 86° | 67°
8am - 4pm Warren County Fair Flea
Market. Warren County Fairgrounds.
For more information: (540) 6355827 http://www.warrencountyfair.
com/15.html.
Monday, August 22, 2011
7pm - 8pm Council Meeting. County
of Warren Government Center.
Tuesday, August 23, 2011
12:30pm - 1pm Tourism Tuesdays.
95.3 - the River radio station. Hear
the latest tourism related news and
events every Tuesday at 12:30! If
you can’t listen live check out the
podcasts at http://www.theriver953online.com.
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Wednesday, August 24, 2011
10:15am - 11:15am Samuels Public
Library, Front Royal. Today is Toddler
Story Time. Theme: Are We There
Yet?
11am - 12pm Samuels Public Library,
Front Royal. Today is Preschool Story
Time. Theme: Colors.
Thursday, August 25, 2011
10:15am - 11:15am Samuels Public
Library, Front Royal. Today is Toddler Story Time. Theme: Are We There
Yet?
11am - 12pm. Samuels Public Library, Front Royal. Today is Preschool
Story Time. Theme: Colors.
3pm - 7pm Farmers Market. Main
Street, Front Royal. Today is the
Farmers Market in Downtown Front
Royal behind the Gazebo Area located
at Main/Chester Streets. For more information visit www.frontroyalfarmersmarket.com.
3:30pm - 4:30pm Samuels Public Library, Front Royal. Today is Big Kids
Story Time for ages 6 and up. Theme:
Cool Collections.
4pm - 5pm Anti-Litter Council Mtg.
Warren County Government Center.
Friday, August 26, 2011

MARKETPLACE
Ever Consider a Reverse Mortgage? At
least 62 years old? Stay in your home
& Increase cash flow! Safe & Effective!
Call Now for your FREE DVD! Call Now
888-830-3993

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS.
You WIN or Pay Us Nothing. Contact Disability Group, Inc. Today! BBB Accredited.
Call For Your FREE Book & Consultation.
888-841-6647

Canada Drug Center is your choice for
safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to 90
percent on all your medication needs. Call
Today 888-604-5084 for $25.00 off your
first prescription and free shipping.

FAST IRS TAX RELIEF. Do You Owe
$10,000 or MORE to the IRS? We Help
You Settle Your Overdue Taxes for LESS!
FREE Consultation! 888-842-2175

MIGHTY BITE. The ONLY Proven ‘5-Sense`
Fishing Lure System! Great for Fresh &
Saltwater Fishing. Kit Includes over 100
Pieces! Only $19.95 (plus S&H.) Call 1888-656-7759 Today!
MANTIS TILLER. Buy DIRECT from Mantis
and we`ll include Border Edger attachment & kickstand! Lightweight, Powerful!
Call for a FREE DVD and Information Kit
888-822-8761
ATTENTION SLEEP APNEA SUFFERERS
with Medicare. Get FREE CPAP Replacement Supplies at NO COST, plus FREE
home delivery! Best of all, prevent red
skin sores and bacterial infection! Call
888-841-1376

Mouthwatering gourmet strawberry gifts
fresh for all occasions! 100% satisfaction
guaranteed. Delivered nationwide. SAVE
20% on Dipped Berries! Visit www.berries.com/heart or Call 1-888-722-7085
DISH Network delivers more for less!
Packages starting at $24.99/mo, Local
channels included! FREE HD for life!
1-888-626-2356
VONAGE Unlimited Calls in U.S. & 60
Countries! NO ANNUAL CONTRACT!
$14.99 For 3 Months! Then ONLY $25.99/
mo. Plus FREE Activation. Call 888-8405345
RED ENVELOPE - Unique & Personalized
Gifts for All Your Friends & Family! Visit
www.redenvelope.com/Greatvalue for an
extra 20% off or Call 1-888-707-5566

2pm - 3pm Library Event. Samuels
Public Library, Front Royal. The Summer Reading Club finale, “Night at the
Library”, presented by Impressions
Theatre that will entertain children
of all ages. Can Inspector Clue help
Dewey the Librarian solve the mystery?
7pm - 10pm Front Porch Style Pickin’
Party. Warren County Senior Center,
1217 Commonwealth Ave. All levels
of talent are welcome. Acoustic instruments only.
7pm - 9pm Gazebo Gathering. Main
Street, Front Royal. Enjoy Friday evening with a Summer Concert Series
that includes a variety of music at the
Gazebo located Downtown at Main/
Chester Streets. This a FREE event!!
Hosted by: Blue Ridge Arts Council.
Tonight: “Glass Onion” - Songs of the
Beatles performed live.

at Main/Chester Streets. For more information visit www.frontroyalfarmersmarket.com.
10am - 4 pm Fiber Festival. Hooked
on Fiber and Gifts, Middletown. Celebrate the end of summer with all
things crafty! Darcy of Spindles and
More will be there demonstrating
wheel and spindle spinning as well as
selling hand-made drop spindles and
hand-spun yarn. She will also be selling hand-crocheted items. Melanie
Thatcher will be there demonstrating Tri-Loom weaving. Finnegan, our
baby sheep, who isn’t such a baby
anymore, will return for a visit along
with Quincy, Marigold and her twin,
Muriel...all Angora Goats. Lots more
animals and vendors as well!! MARK
YOUR CALENDAR NOW!!
11am - 12pm Library Event. Samuels
Public Library, Front Royal. Knitting
Club meets today - for ages 9 and up.
Please register at the Library.
6pm - 8pm Summer Concert. Royal
Plaza Shopping Center, Front Royal.
Join the Royal Plaza Shopping Center and their Summer Concert Series
in the grassy area of the shopping
center.. The event tonight is FREE
and open to the public. You are encouraged to bring lawn chairs, blankets, picnic basket, etc. Music is
age appropriate. Tonight enjoy: Boar
Hill Bluegrass who plays bluegrass.
Sponsored by the Royal Plaza Shopping Center.
Sunday, August 28, 2011
8am - 4pm Warren County Fair Flea
Market. Warren County Fairgrounds.
For more information: (540) 6355827 http://www.warrencountyfair.
com/15.html
Monday, August 29, 2011
7pm - 8pm Work Session. Town Hall,
16 N. Royal Avenue, Front Royal. Tonight is the Town Council’s Informal
Work Session. It is held in the 2nd
floor Town Hall Conference Room.
For a copy of the agenda please
contact the Clerk of Council at (540)
635-8007 or check the Town of Front
Royal Website at www.frontroyalva.
com. Public is invited.

Saturday, August 27, 2011

ity Session. Samuels Public Library,
Front Royal. Warren County Habitat
for Humanity is currently accepting
applications for new partner families.
An Information Session is being held
tonight at the Library in Conference
Room B. You will be able to pick up
an application, ask questions and receive help in filling out applications.
Deadline to submit completed applications is October 1, 2011.
Thursday, September 1, 2011
9am - 10am Tourism Committee.
Chamber Office. Front Royal- Warren
County Chamber of Commerce.
3pm - 7pm Farmers Market. Main
Street, Front Royal. Today is the
Farmers Market in Downtown Front
Royal behind the Gazebo Area located
at Main/Chester Streets. For more information visit www.frontroyalfarmersmarket.com.
Friday, September 2, 2011
11am - 12pm Library Event. Samuels Public Library, Front Royal. Today
is “Time for Baby” Story time.
1:30pm - 2:30pm Education Committee. Chamber Office.
Saturday, September 3, 2011
8am - 4pm Warren County Fair Flea
Market. Warren County Fairgrounds.
For more information: (540) 6355827 http://www.warrencountyfair.
com/15.html.
9am - 1pm Farmers Market. Main
Street, Front Royal. Today is the
Farmers Market in Downtown Front
Royal behind the Gazebo Area located
at Main/Chester Streets. For more information visit www.frontroyalfarmersmarket.com.
10am - 12pm Habitat for Humanity Session. Samuels Public Library,
Front Royal. Warren County Habitat
for Humanity is currently accepting
applications for new partner families.
An Information Session is being held
tonight at the Library in Conference
Room B. You will be able to pick up
an application, ask questions and receive help in filling out applications.
Deadline to submit completed applications is October 1, 2011.

Tuesday, August 30, 2011
8am - 4pm Warren County Fair Flea
Market. Warren County Fairgrounds.
For more information: (540) 6355827 http://www.warrencountyfair.
com/15.html.
9am - 1pm Farmers Market. Main
Street, Front Royal. Today is the
Farmers Market in Downtown Front
Royal behind the Gazebo Area located

Sunday, September 4, 2011
12:30pm - 1pm Tourism Tuesdays.
95.3 - the River radio station. Hear
the latest tourism related news and
events every Tuesday at 12:30! If
you can’t listen live check out the
podcasts at http://www.theriver953online.com.
5pm - 7pm Habitat for Human-

8am - 4pm Warren County Fair Flea
Market. Warren County Fairgrounds.
For more information: (540) 6355827 http://www.warrencountyfair.
com/15.html.
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News - Politics - Business - Tech
Live Weeknights @ 8 p.m. Eastern

live.McDermottReport.com
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Ask Stewart
Dear Stewart,
One of my trees has a big pile of sawdust next to it and I see big black ants
crawling around. Are they going to kill
my tree?
Nervous
Dear Nervous,
What you are seeing are carpenter ants
and believe it or not, they will not kill
your tree.
Stewart believes that every creature in
nature has a purpose or job (well, except
cockroaches...). The job of carpenter ants
is to help break down stumps and logs
that are on the ground. All the tunnels
and holes they create accelerate the decomposition process. The sawdust you
see is all the material they’ve taken out of
their tunnels and broken down.
When you see these ants in trees, they’re
simply making their home. Generally, an

Ask
Stewart

opening has occurred, through mechanical damage at the trunk or rotted area
from a dead limb that has fallen off. They
will then take advantage of the decay
that has already started due to moisture
getting into the wood. If you remember
biology from high school, the only living tissue in a tree trunk is the layer just
underneath the bark. Since the ants are
tunneling into the older already dead
wood in the center of the tree, their activities will not kill your tree. However,
if the colony gets very large or has been
there for a while, the center of your tree
can actually become hollow, causing a
potential safety issue.
 	 There are some sprays available at local
hardware stores or garden centers that
you can apply to the exposed area where
the ants are coming and going. However,
it is near to impossible to fully eradicate
the entire colony and you might have to
repeat treatments each year. If you are
concerned about safety, you can call in
a certified arborist to evaluate the struc-

The Front Royal/Warren County
Tree Steward program began in
1997 with volunteers dedicated to
improving the health of trees by
providing educational programs,
tree planting and care demonstrations, and tree maintenance
throughout the community. The
group now consists of over 30
active members with several interns working toward becoming
certified tree stewards from our
annual “All About Trees Class”.
Each month Stewart will answer a
question from our readers. Please
forward it to “Stewart” in care of
frwctreestewards@comcast.net
and we may publish it in a future
issue. Please visit our website at
www.treesfrontroyal.org.

tural integrity of the tree and to provide
you recommendations on the tree. Just
to be sure, you might want to get a few
opinions. To help ease your mind, a hollow tree is not necessarily an immediate
candidate for removal. Try an experiment sometime - take a piece of 2 inch
diameter PVC pipe and try to snap it in
two with your hands. Even though it is
hollow, it’s tough to break it, isn’t it? It’s
the same case with many hollow trees,
but again since every tree is different, a
professional evaluation should put your
mind at rest.
 	 Very rarely will these ants invade your
home. If window or door sills have started rotting due to weather, they might take
advantage of the situation and move in.
Since the winged phase of carpenter ants
and termites can sometimes be confused
with each other, I would suggest calling a
professional exterminator just in case.

Stewart

Humane Society of Warren County

Monday thru Sunday 10 am to 4 pm- Closed Wednesdays • 1245 Progress Drive, Front Royal, VA • 540-635-4734 • humanesocietywc@gmail.com
Please ask about our low cost spay and neuter program. Please be sure your pets at home are spayed/neutered and up to date on vaccinations.

Dog adoption available on Sat. 10 - 2 at Petco • Cat adoption available on Sat. 10 -2 at Southern States
Dogs and Cats available on Sat. 10 - 2 at Helmuth Builders
Check out our other adoptable pets on www.warrenco.petfinder.com

540-635-4734

Harry is a 6 month old
male Pug mix. He is very
friendly and loves to
play.
Harry’ ad sponsored by:

540-636-1640

marksonderproductions.com
(Yes! Mark has “Lucky”
the dog from the WCHS.)

Jane is a female Hound mis
that was found as a stray.
She is about 4 years old and
is good with other dogs.

Jezebel is a 2 year old female
Pit Bull. She is a very sweet
dog and is good with children.

Wyatt is a 3 year old male
Staffordshire Terrier. He is
very friendly and likes other
dogs and children.

Murray’s ad sponsored by:

Onyx’s ad sponsored by:

Cooper’s ad sponsored by:

Parkers
Automotive &
Towing
226 E. 7th St.
Front Royal

“We Count On Our Tows!”

Wanda Snead
Property Management
Serving the area for 16 years
Sam Snead Realty
540-635-9753
SamSneadRealty.com

Martins Foods
409 South St.
Front Royal
540-635-2249

If you are interested in adopting one of our dogs, the adoption fee is $145 and includes the spay/neuter, vaccinations, microchip, flea/tick treatment and deworming. Thank you for your support of the
Humane Society. With your help we have been able to place thousands of animals in good homes. Contact Alison @ 540-551-2072 if you would like to become a pet sponsor too!
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Postal Business Center
122 W. 14th St. • Front Royal, VA

Located next door to
Melting Pot Pizza
Packing • Shipping • Moving boxes •
Mailbox rentals • Notary • FAX • Laminating
• Copies

540-635-7997
540-635-2186 (fax)

We’re Here To Serve
You With Many Business
Services!
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BS

BUILDING, REMODELING & HANDYMAN SERVICE
3FQMBDFNFOU8JOEPXTt4JEJOHt%FDLT1PSDIFT
3PPG3FQBJS"EEJUJPOTt'JOJTIFE
#BTFNFOUTt'JOF$BSQFOUSZt$FSBNJD5JMF
*OUFSJPS&YUFSJPS1BJOUJOHt'MPPS$PWFSJOH
5SFF:BSE8PSLt1PXFS8BTIJOH

Call Buck
(540) 551-2673

Beauty Designs

by Lorie

Jeannie Henry

Wed, Fri & Sat 9 - 3 • Thurs 12 - 7

Nails by

Terri

Wed 10 - 5 • Thurs 10 - 6
10-A Cloud St. Front Royal

540-636-1280

The “Classics” of Country
Music can be found on

(540) 635-2156

2009 Nissan Versa S

2010 Chevy Silverado 1500 LS

Manual Trans, Gas Saver, 4 cyl
ONLY 15K Miles
#30717

$14,341

2007 Ford Mustang GT
Convertible, 4.6L V8, Leather, CD
Player. ONLY 19K Miles
#501021

$22,881

4x4, Crew Cab, GM Certified
Only 5500 Miles
#30705

$27,994

2008 Chevy Impala LT
Leather, Full Power, GM Certified
ONLY 38K Miles
#30714

$16,862

www.JEChevy.com

9 Commerce Avenue • Front Royal, VA 22630
Tax, tags, title extra, plus $95 processing fee.

DJ/Karaoke Service

Weddings, Party’s, Night-Clubs
Over 150,000
Karaoke Songs

Est. 1998

Starlite Entertainment

Pro Lighting Systems

Ph: Joe (540)975-2156
Email:karaokejoej@yahoo.com

Your Hometown Station for over
60 Years is proud to be the
home of all the Country Classics.
Johnny Cash, Reba McEntire, Garth Brooks,
Willie Nelson, Waylon Jennings, Patsy Cline, Alabama,
George Jones, Barbara Mandrell, Tammy Wynette, Mickey
Gilley, Ronnie Milsap, George Strait,
Merle Haggard, Johnny Paycheck, Dolly Parton,
Marty Robbins, Kenny Rogers, The Oak Ridge Boys,
Alan Jackson, Mel Tillis, Tanya Tucker, Eddie Rabbitt, Charlie
Pride, The Judds, Vince Gill, Hank Williams Jr., Conway
Twitty, Randy Travis, Crystal Gayle,
and many more!

The home of the award winning News at Noon and
The Valley Today Programs, the best music, local
news, up-to-date weather with local meteorologist
Kemp Miller, Warren County and
Skyline High School sports…

It’s all right here!!
Serving Front Royal and Warren County since 1948
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65 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

65 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

THE OLDEST CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP DEALERSHIP

SERVICING WARREN CO. PAGE CO. FREDERICK CO. & THE WINCHESTER AREA

4 Wheel
Alignment

Buy one Oil & Filter change, for $39.95
And Get the Next 3 For
FREE!!!

Plus any applicable tax, shop supplies and environmental fees.
One coupon per visit. Coupon must be present prior to service write-up.
Not valid in conjunction with any other coupons or in-store specials.
Good only at MARLOW MOTER COMPANY.

Oil change coupons expire 24 months from the date of the original lube, oil & filter purchase at participating Chrysler Group LLC dealers only. (Up to 5 quarts only. Additional charges may be applied for HEMI® and fluid disposal.)
Service Contract Essential Care oil change offer is made by the dealer, who is solely responsible for it. Plan offered
on 1995 & newer to current year vehicles (excluding Crossfire, Viper, Prowler, Diesels, SRT10® and all other vehicles
that require synthetic or semi-synthetic oils.) Competetive makes also apply.

Expires August 31, 2011

Expires August 31, 2011

$50 OFF

Fuel $aver Service Specials

39.95

00

ANY
30K - 60K - 90K Mile Service
Plus Get
1 Day Complimentary Rental Car
($40 Value)

Plus applicable tax, shop supplies and environment fees.
One coupon per customer per visit. Coupon must be
presented prior to service write-up. Offer ends August 31,
2011. Not valid in conjunction with any other coupons or instore specials. Good only at MARLOW MOTOR COMPANY.

DETAIL SPECIAL
Reg. $149.99
$
+ Tax

99.95

• Hand Wash & Wax Exterior
• Vacuum & Shampoo Interior
• Clean & Protect Leather
(If equipped)
• Clean Engine • Clean Trunk
• Treat All Exterior Trim

(MOST CARS, VANS & TRUCKS SLIGHTLY HIGHER)

Expires August 31, 2011

$
• Increases Tire Life
up to 30%
• Improves Fuel
Economy
• Reduces the
chance of Tire
Failure by up to
50%

Your Choice
Special!

BRING IN ANY COMPETITORS COUPON
AND WE WILL BEAT IT BY

Plus any applicable tax, shop supplies and environmental fees.
One coupon per visit. Coupon must be present prior to service write-up.
Not valid in conjunction with any other coupons or in-store specials.
Good only at MARLOW MOTER COMPANY.

10%

Plus any applicable tax, shop supplies and environmental fees. One coupon per visit.
Coupon must be presented prior to service write-up. Offer ends 8/31/11. Not valid with
any other coupons or in-store specials. Good only at MARLOW MOTOR COMPANY.

Expires August 31, 2011

Air Conditioning Performance Test

$39

95

(Additional parts & labor extra.
See service advisor for details.)

Includes visual inspection of all
air conditioning components,
including cabin filters, check
system for proper pressures
Plus any applicable tax, shop supplies and environmental fees. One
coupon per visit. Coupon must be presented prior to service write-up.
Offer ends 8/31/11. Not valid with any other coupons or in-store
specials. Good only at MARLOW MOTOR COMPANY.

EXTENDED SERVICE HOURS:

Monday thru Friday: 7:00 am ‘til 7pm
Saturday: 8am ‘til 5pm

We’re Here When You Need Us!
WE SERVICE ALL MAKES AND MODELS!

GREAT REASONS to deal with









Family owned - so we treat you like family
Over 100 years technical experience combined
Serving the Shenandoah Valley for nearly 65 years
New extended hours to serve you better
Our own exclusive tire protection plan
Complimentary car wash on most services
Rental car available on site
Shuttle service available

2006 Buick
LaCrosse CX
52,625 Miles
#11Q4126N

WOW! ONLY

$11,994

$16,907

$27,295

(Within 30 Days Of Report)

Expires August 31 2011

WOW! ONLY

WOW! ONLY

and get 15% OFF
Recommendations

Plus any applicable tax, shop supplies and environmental fees. One coupon per visit.
Coupon must bepresented prior to service write-up. Offer ends 8/31/11. Not valid with
any other coupons or in-store specials. Good only at MARLOW MOTOR COMPANY.

57,509 Miles
#11GJ80C

8,509 Miles
#A988A

COMPLIMENTARY

23-POINT INSPECTION

ANY SERVICE OF
YOUR CHOICE!

2008 Jeep
Commander

2011 Ram 1500
SLT

PARTS & SERVICE

Based on retail of price. Not to exceed 10% off
total parts and labor. Excludes retail parts, tires,
collision/body shop parts and service.
See service advisor for details.

Expires August 31, 2011

$20 OFF

+ Tax

• Improves Braking
and Handling
• Reduces Running
Tire Temperature
• Reduces Wheel
Corrosion
• Maintains Proper
Tire Pressure

Expires August 31, 2011

ROAD READY

MAINTENANCE

$100
off
ANY
Plus any applicable tax, shop supplies and environmental fees.
One coupon per visit. Coupon must be present prior to service write-up.
Not valid in conjunction with any other coupons or in-store specials.
Good only at MARLOW MOTER COMPANY.

Expires August 31, 2011

$10 OFF

2010 Dodge
Charger SXT
25,659 Miles
#A996A

WOW! ONLY

$18,270

Not to be combined with any other offer. Any coupons MUST be presented at the time of write up. $289 Processing fee plus tax, title & tags. See dealer for complete details

