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“Elizabeth was the hero who saved her brother, mother and dog’s lives. She woke up when a can of Pam
exploded in the kitchen…saw smoke, grabbed her cell phone, woke her Mom and brother, grabbed the dog
and made sure everyone got out of the house …” – neighbor Kathy Mauck

A 12-year-old’s quick thinking helps family escape fire
Early morning Rivermont fire destroys home but family and pets safe

The Johnson home on Fontana Road as firemen found
it upon arrival at 4:41 a.m. Jan. 14.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
“I thought maybe one of the cats
had knocked something down
– but it was hot and smoky and
I got up,” Elizabeth Johnson told

us of her reaction to an unusual
sound in the early morning hours
of Jan. 14. The terse information
cited in a press release issued that
day from Warren County Fire &
Rescue told only the essential information:

“At 4:25 a.m., Jan. 14, units from
Warren County Department of
Fire & Rescue responded to a report of a residential structure fire
at 27 Fontana Road in the Rivermont section of the county. Units
arrived on scene to find heavy
fire showing from rear window
and door and extending up siding
into the and through the roof.
“Occupants had been evacuated
prior to arrival of fire units and
received no injuries. There was
one minor fire-related injury to
a firefighter. While the father had
left the home en route to work,
the mother and two children were
awakened by the sound of the fire
burning in the kitchen, as well as
smoke detectors operating.”
But one neighbor and friend of
the family alerted us to the story
within the story, the actions of
12-year-old Elizabeth Johnson in
alerting her mom Julie and 14year-old brother Joel of the developing situation so that the most
important aspect of that press
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“She’s a hero in my book. She had the presence of mind to pick up the cell phone, dial 911
and then give it to her mother to call me.” – Tom Johnson on actions of daughter Elizabeth, who discovered early morning fire breaking out in their home

release – “occupants had been
evacuated prior to the arrival of
fire and rescue units and received
no injuries” – was, in fact, the
case.
“Elizabeth was the hero who
saved her brother, mother and
dog’s lives. She woke up when a
can of Pam exploded in the kitchen from the fire. She investigated,
saw smoke and quickly grabbed
her cell phone, woke her Mom

and brother, grabbed the dog and
made sure everyone got out of
the house while she called 911.
Elizabeth is a wonderful, sweet,
responsible girl and acted so
bravely,” neighbor Kathy Mauck
e-mailed us the day of the fire.
Several days later we caught
up with Tom Johnson to get the
family’s inside story. It turns out
Mauck was pretty much on the
mark.
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“She’s a hero in my book,” Tom
Johnson said of his daughter. “She
had the presence of mind to pick
up the cell phone, dial 911 and
then give it to her mother to call
me.”
When her dad put her on the
phone, we told Elizabeth we had
two descriptions of her as a hero,
including one from her father.
“That’s cool,” she said with the
easy enthusiasm of youth.
Yes, she said a noise had awoken her.
What Elizabeth found after deciding things weren’t normal in
the house after hearing the noise
was fire centered in the kitchen
emanating from the stove area
onto surrounding cabinets and
walls. – “It wasn’t too bad. We
could get by the kitchen, which
you have to do from our bedrooms except my brother, who is
downstairs.”
Elizabeth said that in addition
to her mother and brother, the
family dog Sandy, a Jack Russell,
and four cats had all escaped the
fire. Two of the cats are at her
dad’s sister’s home and two have
been spotted roaming the property but haven’t consented to be
taken in by humans in the wake
of the trauma of the fire.
Tom Johnson said he left for
work shortly after 4 a.m. and had
been on the road for about 10 to
15 minutes when he got his wife’s
call.
“I was about half way to I-66 on
340. I had seen police cars racing
the other way and thought ‘Hope
it’s not my house’ – I always do
that – but this time it was,” Tom
said. When he got back he found
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50-foot flames coming out of his
roof.
“The first alarm was received
at 4:25 a.m. and units were on
the scene at 4:41 a.m.,” the fire
department press release states,
“Crews launched an interior attack and were able to confine
fire to second floor and roof. The
house received heavy fire damage to the second floor kitchen,
family room, and bedrooms, as
well as destroying the roof. Salvage operation on the first floor
limited the area to water damage
only. The fire was brought under
control at 5:46 a.m. with units remaining on the scene until 9 a.m.
While the fire is under investigation by the Warren County Fire
Department, the cause of the
fire is believed to be accidental,
starting in the kitchen. Damage
to the structure and contents is
estimated to be at $350,000. The
house was left uninhabitable at
this time. Red Cross was notified and is providing housing and
clothing to the four occupants ...”
“It was 20 degrees that morning and they were out in the yard
barefoot, with their night clothes
on,” Tom said of his family’s situation when he arrived. “But they
said they weren’t cold, I guess
from the adrenalin.”
While his home is about 300
yards from the closest neighbor,
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he said, “The neighbors were so
gracious – they got them clothes,
slippers.”
For the first three days the Red
Cross put the family up at the local Super 8, then the insurance
company began picking up the
family’s living expenses with their
home appearing to be a total loss.
They have been told to look for a
rental house by their insurance
carrier. Johnson said his home
insurance is carried through local agent Athey Insurance but is
actually with Lloyd’s of London.
Oh, the world’s most famous
insurance agency, we observed.
“Yea, they insured Greta Garbo and Evel Knievel,” Johnson
laughed
Pretty good company – they
must be good, we observed.
“We’ll find out,” Johnson said,
adding a sobering final appraisal
of the tumultuous situation his
family has been thrust into.
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“So you give us back the BPOL and we’ll give the money to you.” – County
Board Chairman Archie Fox joked about the “easy” way out of town-county
corridor revenue impasse

Town-county

Your money, my money – our money?
Town, county finally look each other in the eye on corridor revenue

Happy Creek Supervisor Tony Carter makes a point
about relative town and county expenses related to
the 1998 Corridor Agreement.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
On Jan. 19th representatives of
the Town of Front Royal and Warren County sat down face to face
to discuss the revenue implications of the town’s lost $650,000
in 522 North Corridor meals
tax fee revenues. Three corridor
restaurants, Applebee’s, Cracker
Barrel and TGIFriday’s, won a
2009 challenge of the town’s 4percent meals tax-based fee attached to corridor water-sewer
bills.
According to the ruling of Judge
Dennis L. Hupp, his decision
centered on contractual vagaries and the fact the county had
complicated the 1998 Corridor
Agreement enabling many town
tax-based fees in exchange for its
central water and sewer service
by implementing its own 4-percent meals tax in 2002. The revenue implications of that ruling
are still rippling loudly through
the debate over the town budget
(see related stories).
Representing the town at the
corridor committee meeting at
the Warren County Government
Center were Councilmen Shae
Parker, Tom Conkey and Hollis
Tharpe, Acting Town Manager
Steve Burke, Finance Director
Kim Gilkey-Breeden and Tina
Pressley, acting as recording secretary.
And in the other corner – we

mean, representing the county
– were Board Chairman Archie
Fox, Supervisor Tony Carter
and County Administrator Doug
Stanley.
Oh man, the town’s got the
numbers – they’re going to kick
some, err, do some serious tagteam negotiating and get that lost
revenue back … or not.
At the meeting’s outset it was
apparent the two sides were far
apart on their understanding of
both the dynamics and equitability of tax and fee structures

revolving around the fact the
town is part of the county. That
little municipal legal detail has
long been a sticking point for
town representatives who insist
that town citizens who pay both
town and county taxes are stuck
with a taxing double jeopardy
and financial burden not faced by
county citizens living outside the
town limits.
However that the county perspective is quite different was
soon apparent. Replying to Conkey’s observations about that
perceived additional tax burden
on town residents, Stanley said
county citizens also pay taxes
that benefit not only the county, but also town services. He
elaborated that while both town
and county citizens pay certain
taxes and fees, the county share
of some goes into a general fund
to the benefit of both the county
and town, while those same town
paid taxes and fees go strictly to
the town’s benefit.
Included in such county-paid
charges, Stanley said, are consumer utility, E-911, town and
county car decals, meals, hotelmotel, zoning, cable franchise
and septage taxes or fees.
The county administrator also
pointed out that as part of the late
1990’s negotiations surrounding the 522 Corridor Agreement
that headed off what could have

Stonewall Jackson
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915 N Royal Ave
Front Royal, VA 22630
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Fridays ~ DJ & Dance Music
Saturdays ~ Live Band s
Great Food ..Lots of Fun!
www.Stonewalljacksonrestaurant.com

been a contentious annexation
fight, the county had removed
about $1.4 million in annual expenses from town responsibility
by assuming control of and full
financial responsibility for Front
Royal Fire Company One, Parks
& Recreation, and Animal Control. Stanley later told us that
since the 2007 development of
the 522 Commercial Corridor
those three departments alone
had added over $10 million to the
county’s budget.
That counterpunch slowed the
town attack on any easy answers
to how or even why the county
might compensate the town for
the lost meals tax fee revenue.
However Conkey said that
while Stanley’s financial assertions were new information to

him, he was open to getting a better handle on how those numbers
impacted the town-county corridor revenue discussion.
When we called for our own
briefing the next day, Stanley
pulled the information up on his
computer, noting he had given his
hard copy notes to Town Manager Burke following the meeting
(we can’t wait for the first council
work session discussion of this
new dynamic).
Supervisor Carter also pointed
out that while the town may have
lost $650,000 in annual corridor
fee revenues as a result of the
court decision, the county had
lost about $800,000 in annual
revenues due to the town’s decision to phase out payment of a
county BPOL (Business and Pro-

DON’T GET LEFT ON THE SIDELINES,
GET SACKED AT MCCOY’S

THIS SUNDAY FROM 12-8 GRAB YOUR SACK OF BURGERS FOR
THE FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP GAMES!!!
10 BURGERS FOR $12
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MCCOY’S DAIRY BAR AND GRILL
980 MILLWOOD PIKE
WINCHESTER, VA 22602

March court date set for
Salahi-tabloid civil bout

By Roger Bianchini
& Dan McDermott
Warren County Report

A bench trial has been
scheduled for March 18 at
2:30 p.m. to hear an appeal of
a $5,000 civil claim by reality
TV husband Tareq Salahi and
Radaronline.com editor Dylan
Howard.
According to attorneys, both
parties are expected to appear
on that date unless a settlement
is reached before then. Howard
attorney Eryk Gabhran Boston
told Warren County Report he
did not expect to reach a settlement and is preparing for trial.
On Sept. 3rd in Warren
County General District Court

Tareq Salahi received a default
judgment of $5,000 against
Dylan Howard. Salahi claims
Howard never paid him an
agreed upon $5,000 fee for
photographs taken of Salahi
and his wife Michaele the
weekend of February 20th at
the Salahi’s private residence
in Warren County.
Howard told Warren County
Report that a fee was agreed
upon but not for that amount
of money.
Howard’s attorney said his
client is not now claiming that
Howard’s apartment number
was deliberately left off the
process serving for the September court date, but was
rather a clerical error.
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“I think every time we’ve sat down with the county board of supervisors it’s been a good outcome and it’s
been productive. I just think we need to do it more often. I think we should set up periodic meetings and
keep those lines of communication open.” – Councilman Tom Conkey

Town officials, from left on far side of table, Shae
Parker and Steve Burke, and Tom Conkey, foreground,
take in the county perspective on town and county
expenditures related to the 522 Corridor Agreement.
fessional Licensing) tax by town
businesses several years ago.
“So you give us back the BPOL
and we’ll give the money to you,”
Fox said of one possible “easy” solution.
However the board chairman and everyone else present
seemed to understand that an
actual solution will be neither
easy, nor likely to emanate from
placing an additional tax burden
on one specific group like town
businesses.
For at the root of the discussion
are the both the present and future of town businesses in the
wake of the corridor agreement
enabling not only industrial, but
also commercial development to
mushroom outside the town limits through the extension of town
central utilities to new county
businesses.
“Why we’re here is not to dip into
the county’s pockets, but to find
another means of compensation
for the extension of town utilities
into the corridor. The corridor is
where the economic cash cow of
the community is and will be in
the future,” Parker observed. “We
need to find a solution.
As the discussion illustrated the
complexity of the situation, at
one point Parker dropped the polite political alternative to the “A”
word (Annexation) – boundary
adjustment.
Fox noted that during informal
discussions with former Mayor
Tewalt, it appeared the town
perspective on the town expanding its boundary to include the
two northside shopping centers
would end up being an economic
liability with new service expen-

ditures including police and road
maintenance counterbalancing
any economic benefit garnered
by new tax revenues.
Conkey said that while he respected Tewalt’s opinion, he was
not yet sure enough detailed
analysis had been done by town
staff to support that conclusion.
Everyone seemed to agree that
cooperation, not finger pointing
and feet and heads dug into the
sand attitudes would be required
to resolve the situation.

“I don’t want any of this anti, anti
negativity,” Councilman Tharpe
commented. “We’re here for a
fresh start.”
Rather than leap into paying a consultant to analyze the situation, it
was decided to establish an ongoing investigative committee of
town and county staff to explore
all options for resolving what has
been a ticking time bomb at the
center of town-county relations.
With both governments facing
May deadlines on FY 2012 budget decisions due to twice a year
tax billing, a three-month time
frame was established for initial
feedback from the joint staff exploration of the corridor revenue
issue.
“They can work on it in their
spare time,” someone joked of the
town and county finance and administrative staffs’ coming budget preparation cycles.
In the end both sides seemed
buoyed by the fact that while differing perspectives are apparent,
both sides seem intent to work
toward a mutually acceptable solution based on facts, rather than
assumptions about each other’s
budgets.
“At least we’re talking. We’re
willing to work and it’s encouraging that I heard from the town
guys that they want to make it a
win-win, and they don’t want to
take any money from us,” Super-

Town-county
East Main Street repairs
re-re-scheduled

The Town of Front Royal has
been notified by the contractor
planning work on the building
at East Main Street, at Church
Street, that the work has been
rescheduled to Monday, January 24 beginning at 9 a.m. Predicted snow for Thursday evening Jan 20 was the reason for
the newest scheduling change,
this one from Jan. 21.
The work calls for a crane to
be stationed on Main Street

visor Carter said after the meeting.
“I agree. I think every time
we’ve sat down with the county
board of supervisors it’s been a
good outcome and it’s been pro-

for approximately one to two
hours. Traffic on Main Street
will be diverted at Cloud Street
in the eastbound direction and
at Chester Street in the westbound direction. Road closure
and detour signs will be in
place during this work.
If you have any questions about
this public information meeting, please contact the Town at
(540) 635-8007.
(From a release)
ductive,” Councilman Conkey
added. “I just think we need to do
it more often. I think we should
set up periodic meetings and
keep those lines of communication open.”
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Community rallies at Moose for 6-year-old cancer patient
Trent Williams and his family’s story of perseverance and strength

Trent Williams and mom
Jennifer under the tree,
Christmas 2010.
By Carol Ballard
Warren County Report
Six-year-old Trent Williams and his
mom, Jennifer, have faced the threat
of cancer, battled it and triumphed.
And they’ve done it with un-crushable good spirits and the help of family and community.
When Jennifer was 9 years old, she
developed bone cancer in her right
foot which ultimately resulted in
amputation, and recently, Trent was
diagnosed with a malignant brain tumor.
Jennifer said, “But his spirits are great,
he’s a great child and very happy.”
And when she was going through
the treatments at the Alfred I. Dupont
Children’s Hospital in Delaware as a
child, she was always placed in rooms
with depressed children because of
her sunny attitude. “My mom and I
were a team and we always said, ‘
It could have been worse,’ and that attitude has rubbed off on what we’re
going through now. It is what it is,”
she said.
But she also is a firm believer in the
philosophy that things happen for
a reason. She said,” I think maybe I
went through mine to be able to go
through and handle it for him.”
Several things worried Jennifer as
an adult, though. She said, “I thought
my chemo would mess up my female
organs and I wouldn’t be able to reproduce, then I thought his cancer
was related to what I had, but it isn’t.
His is in the soft tissue and mine was
bone cancer.”
Jennifer is clear on which role she
would rather play in the medical drama. “It’s a completely different feeling going through it or having your
child going through it. I would take
his place in a heartbeat. Kids look
up to you to fix it and make it better.

When you can’t, it’s an awful feeling,”
she said.
But the community came through
for both Jennifer and Trent. When
Jennifer needed to get her stitches removed, Front Royal/Warren County
Airport Manager and CassAviation
principal Reggie Cassagnol, as a participant in the Mercy Medical Airlift
program, flew Jennifer and her mom,
Ethel Dill, to Delaware. And recently,
the Front Royal Moose Lodge # 829
sponsored a fundraiser for Trent and
his family.
According to Trent’s great aunt,
who organized the party/fundraiser
held on Jan. 8, the lodge went far
above and beyond the call of duty.
When she asked for the use of the
hall to hold the event to help the
family with medical costs, not only
did they donate the hall for free, the
lodge presented them with a $500
check.
For the last two months, Trent has
been getting radiation treatments
every day at 7 a.m. at the University
of Virginia health systems. Jennifer
drove down to Charlottesville and
stayed all week with him from Sunday night until Friday afternoon. The
schedule has been difficult for the
entire family, but they have all tried
to adjust.
Eric, Trent’s dad, has had to work
more because of the financial strain
and they temporarily had to do without Jennifer’s pay as a Certified Nursing Assistant at Winchester Medical
Center. But Jennifer said, “We all
know what we have to do.” Her stepmother, Julie Petza and her husband’s
mother, Margaret Williams, helped
take care of the other two children,
10-year-old Caden, and Trent’s identical twin brother Logan. They kept
them when necessary and took turns
cooking meals. And his brothers also
have shown compassion and willingness to help.
She said Caden understands more
about what’s going on than the
younger boys, and has been very attentive. He walks Trent up and down
the steps and shows him a lot of affection and attention. Logan is able
to tune into when Trent is having
belly pain and asks for meds for him.
When they went for medical attention when Trent first developed
signs of what they thought was a
stomach virus, their doctor focused
on finding the answer by examining
his abdomen because of Trent’s severe cramps. It was discovered then
Trent had a malignant tumor called a
meduloblastoma between his brainstem and cerebellum. “The tumor
was ‘smushing’ the cerebellum which
controls the stomach,” said Jennifer.

The day after the diagnosis, October 21, 2010, he was sent to Charlottesville for surgery. The follow-up
radiation treatments and the next
round of therapy in the form of
chemo, were prescribed to kill anything that might cause more problems.
“He’s doing much better now that
we got the meds regulated after trial
and error. It’s down to three different
meds, that he takes every 6 hours.
The prognosis is great,” she said.
Trent continues to go through it
all with a cheerful and unstoppable
positive attitude.
At the Moose fundraiser, a child’s
guitar was being auctioned off and
Trent said he wanted it. Two good
friends of his parents, Charles Richardson and Chad Wright, got together and bid on it and gave it to him.
Trent got up and sat on the edge of
stage and played along to the beat of
the music. He also discovered basketball and takes one with him everywhere.
“Just bouncing the ball helps him
focus on something else. Diversion is
the best medicine to keep his mind
off his belly,” Jennifer said, and added, “The doctors and radiation techs
play basketball with him. They know
when Trent is coming because they
can hear him bouncing the ball down
the hall.”
And Jennifer gives high praise to
her husband Eric. She said, “I’ve been
with Eric all of my adult life, since I
was 17. I’ve been through a lot and
he’s been with me through everything. It’s hard for him knowing it’s
all on me as the mom.”
She’s also very thankful to the
people she works with in the cardiovascular department at Winchester
Medical Center. “They’ve all been
very supportive and helpful and good
friends. I know I can call someone at
any time. They collected money and
gave my kids toys at Christmas,” she
said.
Jennifer concluded on her typical
upbeat – “It could be a lot worse.
Got to keep it positive and make it
positive. I’ve witnessed how generous people can be. In an odd way, it’s
been good,” Jennifer said of the experience of community that has rallied
around her son and family.
Nancy Hiveley, who organized the
Moose fundraiser, praised Jessica Alexander and Fran White for decorating the Moose Hall like a castle, and
creating a wonderful place for the
event. She also thanked Frosty Shepherd, who provided the entertainment and Jerry Williams for acting as
auctioneer. Several organizations donated their services. Skyline Ranch

Trent’s mom Jennifer, center, during her own youthful
bout with cancer, getting Mercy Medical Airlift with
help of FR-WC Airport Manager Reggie Cassagnol, at
far left of photo.
Resort gave offered a three-day stay
and Reggie Cassagnol donated two
15 minute scenic flights over the
Shenandoah Valley.
The family is still accepting donations which can be sent to Trent’s
school at:

Sandy Hook Elementary School
c/o Chrissy Jenkins
162 Stickley Loop
Strasburg, VA 22657
carol@warrencountyreport.com
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By Leslie Fiddler
Warren County Report
The Urban Forest Advisory Commission’s (UFAC) Happy Creek invasive species cleanup, from South
Street to Prospect Street is done.
Said Mike Kenyon of the UFAC,
“We have been trying to control
Happy Creek’s invasive species for
years. We’ve had help from over
100 volunteers trimming by hand
and the town has mowed the area
every winter. But because it thins
out good trees too, mowing gives
invasives a foot up. Federal stimulus

funding has allowed us to do a more
careful cull and favor native trees.”
“We are hoping to create a healthier stream, allow sycamore, cherry
and maple trees to take hold; provide good shade for wildlife and
fish; and make the creek more visible. Hopefully now the native trees
can crowd out the invasives with
volunteers helping to keep them in
check,” Kenyon added.
To support native tree species
Angler Environmental’s professional crew cleared invasives and
then applied herbicides to prevent
re-sprouting. Angler’s professional

Warren County Report
Alison Duvall
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alisond@warrencountyreport.com
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Town

landscape designer David Means
said that Asian Siberian elm posed
the biggest problem along with two
kinds of invasive honeysuckle - tartarian honeysuckle shrub and Japanese honeysuckle vine. Golden rain
tree and ailanthus (tree of heaven)
were also removed. The Angler
crew is state certified for aquatic,
forest, right of way and ornamental
controlled herbicide license.
“They did good, thorough, aggressive work.” said Kenyon. “The
herbicides were applied by licensed
applicators. There was no drift or
leaching. And by doing the work in
December they avoided snakes and
ticks.”
In addition to the Happy Creek
clean up, the UFAC accessed federal Department of Forests ARAA
stimulus funds to inspect and prune
the white oak trees in Bowman
Park and, with the Beautification of
Front Royal Committee, to expand
the urban tree canopy by planting 106 evergreens (Colorado blue
spruce, Norway spruce, Nellie Stevens’ hollies, cryptomeria and green
giant arborvitae) at Samuels Public
Library. The Urban Forest Advisory
Commission, a.k.a. the Tree Board,
was created in December 1999 as a
requirement for Front Royal’s Tree
City USA designation. The Tree
Board is composed of green industry volunteers appointed by Town
Council to assist and advise with
tree policy and decisions.
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“I challenge the Warren County Report to get Matt (Tederick) to give you his vision of local government.
What doesn’t he think we should fund?…Give us specifics. If he can’t, how can I take him seriously? Actually, WHY SHOULD I take him seriously?” – Councilman Tom Conkey

Town

‘Blue Ribbon’ Finance Committee report revisited
Different venue, same ‘recommendation’ – cut government function
was created by Mike Graham.
Since the department was created, the town’s IT systems have
seen major improvements in
both functionality and security.”
Recommendations

On Nov. 15, Matt Tederick first presented the case for
the prosecution, we mean the citizen finance committee, on how to best to approach future town budgets.

By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
If this story sounds familiar it’s
because we first covered it when
Front Royal Blue Ribbon Committee on Finance Chairman
Matt Tederick presented his committee’s report to the Front Royal
Town Council during a Nov. 15
work session. Tederick revisited
his presentation for more accessible consumption by the general
public in the more formal setting
of council’s Jan. 10 regular meeting.
Following his power point presentation we asked Tederick if it
was substantially the same report
with the same conclusions we
first heard in November. The answer was yes.
And as it first sounded to us in
November, much of the report’s
general tone and summary conclusions sound less like a committee report on town finances,
than a political policy statement
in support of reduced governmental functions. And while
such economic hyperbole as the
Town of Front Royal has “NO
REVENUE CRISIS” but rather a
“SPENDING CRISIS” (EMPHASIS in context) may play well
with the “no taxation even with
representation” crowd on one extreme of the political spectrum,
it is less clear how the report will

play with mainstream voters or
potential voters in Front Royal,
USA and even within town hall
over the long run.
As was commented by Councilman Shae Parker upon the
report’s initial November presentation, “The Blue Ribbon Commission looked at revenue into
the town and cost going out. All
of their recommendations were
about savings. I do not recall any
suggestions about increasing revenue. I do not agree that we have
a spending crisis.”
Parker and fellow Councilman
Tom Conkey also seemed unimpressed by the committee’s
homework in reaching some of
its economic conclusions.
“I think the Committee reviewed the various departments
and based their responses on 5
and 10-year trends for the town.
In that time most every department has been reorganized in
some capacity, which would reflect in increased spending on
the surface,” Parker pointed out.
“One of my concerns with the
Blue Ribbon Committee report
was with their use of percentages
of increase for some of our town
departments,” Conkey added on
Jan. 19. “The IT (Information
Technology) department was
shown with a 259-percent increase since 2005. That department didn’t exist before 2005 and

Most of the committee’s conclusions reflect a shrinking government philosophy, “recommending” among other things:
• reductions in contributions
to civic and cultural programs or agencies, including
Samuels Public Library, the
Tree Stewards, Blue Ridge
Arts Council, public transportation (formerly FRAT
bus, now trolley);
• delays in equipment replacement;
• a draw down of fund reserves;
• reductions in employee
hours;
• freezes or reductions in operating expenses;
• freezes in hiring or replacing
town employees;
• consequent cuts in town services and programs and potential privatization of some
municipal government functions.
Despite these suggestions to re-

Shae Parker believes the Tederick-led citizen committee failed to provide balance in its conclusions are cuts to services the only answer?

duce spending and consequently
the function of the town government, there is one suggested addition – raising town employees’
contributions to their benefit
packages, essentially health care
coverage costs. That notion didn’t
play too well with either Parker
or Conkey.
Reactions
“As for increasing the financial
burden on employees, I want to
be clear in emphasizing these

are the people actually providing
the services to our citizens. We
need to keep them happy so we
can keep the customers receiving those services happy,” Parker
says. “Recommendations by the
commission to shop around for
less expensive insurance is a good
recommendation. However, passing more cost for the insurance
on to the employee who may also
be a taxpayer is not a solution.
We need to take care of the fulltime employees we have and not
put a larger burden on the system
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“The Blue Ribbon Commission looked at revenue into the town and cost going out. All of their recommendations were about savings. I do not recall any suggestions about increasing revenue. I do not agree that we
have a spending crisis.” – Councilman Shae Parker

with furloughs and the like. Can
we look at part-time employees
and contracted labor? Yes, let’s
look there but remember these
are all just recommendations and
nothing is set in stone.”
“We have a really remarkable
town staff and our people have
not gotten a raise in at least three
years,” Conkey adds. “Doing
things to hurt our staff in order to reduce the tax rate may
well be penny wise but pound
foolish. Furloughs were recommended, but furloughs only save
money when a department is
overstaffed. If we furlough the
police department, for instance,
we would probably need to pay
someone overtime to cover another person’s unpaid time off.
That just doesn’t make sense.”
What do the people want?
As for the theme of cuts to
government functions, Conkey
observed, “It is really up to the
citizens whether they want to
continue to pay for what I con-

sider basic services. I honestly
don’t know what services are
superfluous. I believe the citizens
want the library, clearly they expect police protection. The roads
need to be maintained and when
it snows, the citizens expect to
have them cleared. Since the Blue
Ribbon Committee didn’t tell us
what services we should eliminate, my conclusion is that they
didn’t know either.
“I think the quality of life is
important to our citizens and
we have a responsibility to help
maintain that quality even if it
costs a bit. As I said, our citizens came out quite vocally and
in significant numbers when it
was suggested that we cut the
library funding and were overwhelmingly against cutting their
funding. The library, for instance,
provides services to our citizens
that help educate our children
and help our adults find and
qualify for jobs or better jobs.
Isn’t that something we should
be doing?” Conkey asks. “And
how important is tourism to the

town? Should we discourage our
local businesses and encourage
our citizens and potential tourists to go out into the 522 corridor or to other towns?”
General trends
As for the committee’s use

Town
of general economic trends as
measuring sticks for the town’s
expenditure and spending history, Parker added, “Inflation and
population growth are the trends
they choose to use, but you have
to keep in mind inflation and
population growth are also used
in some circles to justify tax in-

creases. We are the sixth largest
Town in the Commonwealth,
with one of the lowest tax rates
in the Commonwealth. Is there
room for improvement and more
fiscal responsibility? – Yes.
“We can take their recommendations and see the feasibility
and cost savings of implementing

(Expires 2/28/2011)
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“One of my concerns … was with their use of percentages of increase for some town departments The IT
(Information Technology) department was shown with a 259% increase since 2005. That department didn’t
exist in 2005 and was created by Mike Graham.” – Councilman Conkey

Town
them. But as was pointed out to
us by the committee itself, some
things are blurred by smoke and
mirrors. And until you look at the
actual information the analysis is
based on you can’t get a clear picture of what will help and what
won’t. It is an economic generalization. Personally I felt there
were recommendations I would
not even consider; others I felt
had merit.”
“I’ve commented previously on
the problems associated with using something like the CPI (Cost
Price Index) to measure the reasonableness of growth within a
municipal budget,” Conkey states.
“The use of such indices does not
accurately reflect the inflationary pressures felt by a particular
department’s budget. The CPI is
a measure across the entire country of the inflationary pressures
felt by urban wage earners. It
measures things like the cost of
housing, the cost or recreation,
the cost of food, and the cost of
transportation. The Electric Department, for instance, doesn’t
buy houses, doesn’t pay for recreation or food, and except for
a very small portion of its budget, doesn’t pay transportation
costs. To limit our budget growth
by resolution to some arbitrary
index is simply unreasonable and
probably would be tantamount to
dereliction of duty on our part.”
We point, they decide
However, the scrutiny some
councilmen initially brought to
the committee report was just
what should be expected, Tederick told us after his initial presentation. “The committee, I would
say unanimously, decided that
our job wasn’t to do the council’s
job,” Tederick said.
“Councils are elected for specific recommendations. I could say
the Tree Stewards for example, I
could stand up and say the committee says cut that. But that’s
not our job. It’s [council’s] job to
determine whether the service or
the reason for the funding is warranted. Our job, I think, and what
we did is come up with recommendations pointing out areas
in their budget that have grown
tremendously. Go into those areas yourself and we can help go
in and find areas [to make cuts].”
Still, the Tree Stewards took the
committee recommendation seriously enough to send a repre-

Read all issues in their entirety FREE on www.WarrenCountyReport.com

sentative to the Nov. 22 council
meeting and ask that the town’s
$2500 contribution to its budget
not be cut.
Former Mayor Jim Eastham
agreed the committee’s intent
was not to dictate policy nor
give council any outs on decision
making.
“The presentation to the town
council basically said here are
the trends, here’s where we recommend – that you get what’s
behind the numbers … The committee did not recommend that
people be furloughed or to cut
their benefits, but it did point
out that other towns and counties have done that. The committee merely pointed out that that
these are options to look at, along
with other options that other local governments have pursued.
It’s up to the elected officials to
look at all options and then make
an informed decision,” Eastham
said.
Decide what?
Questioned after Tederick’s
second presentation of the committee report, Conkey said, “Mr.
Tederick has been extremely vocal in his criticism of the town’s
budget. Individually, and now
through the Blue Ribbon Committee, he has had at least two
opportunities to tell us where he
thinks we should cut the budget
… I challenge the Warren County
Report to get Matt (Tederick) to
give you his vision of local government. What doesn’t he think
we should fund? Do we not enforce the laws in the town – do
we disband the police force? Do
we close the library? … Give us
specifics. If he can’t, how can I
take him seriously?”
On the bright side
Despite the scathing criticism
leveled at some aspects of the report, following the Jan. 10th pre-

683-4226

115 South Street • Front Royal

sentation both Parker and Conkey told us council and town staff
had already begun implementing
some of the less vague or ideological committee recommendations.
Those include reclassifying some
employees from one department
to another and reducing General
Fund burdens through redistribution of surpluses to Enterprise
Fund (utility) balances.
Conkey added that budget updates for council had been altered with “more information
in a form that the members can
more easily understand” but worried at the loss of the former town
manager’s grasp of departmental
budget specifics.
“The most obvious recommendation was that council needs to
be more involved in the budget
process and that is up to each one
us to do our homework and be
involved,” Parker said. “While I
may agree or disagree with some
of the committee’s recommendations … I’m appreciative of their
hard work and diligence – and
they’ve given council a lot of different ideas to consider.”
Parker concluded by commending Tim Ratigan for developing the idea for the committee
out of budget conversations with
former Town Manger Graham
– “As long as we have citizens
involved and council is willing to
listen we’re all making the town a
better place.”

Councilman Tom Conkey has not been overly impressed with much of what he has heard about the
town budget from Tederick and his committee.

Wilma Swiger (Tharpe appointee, retired businesswoman and
wife of local Republican strategist
and defeated 2010 council candidate Joe Swiger), John O’Neill
(Lauder appointee, former town
finance director), and James J.
Kelly (Sayre appointee, Seton
Home School board member
and pro-life educational cause financial consultant). Sherry Dawson (Parker) and Eileen Grady
(Conkey) both resigned prior to

(Note: Renewed attempts to reach
Tederick and Councilmen Holloway, Lauder and Sayre for input
on this and related stories were
unsuccessful prior to publication.)

All lines of insurance:

Committee scorecard
Besides Tederick (Holloway
appointee) and Eastham (Tewalt
appointee, retained by Darr),
other committee members cited
for work on the final report were

completion of the report, Dawson due to time constraints and
former Councilwoman Grady in
protest over council’s direction
in the wake of the firing of Town
Manager Michael Graham.
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“Sadly the report was, in my opinion, a carefully designed plan to excuse the firing of Town Manager Michael Graham and to promote a preconceived notion that there was not a revenue problem but a spending
problem originating with Graham’s town management.” – Tim Ratigan

Town

Original member comments on citizen finance report
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Dueling Republicans - Matt Tederick, left in file photo, and Tim Ratigan pictured during Jan. 10 comments to
council do not see eye to eye on how the town citizen finance committee evolved under Tederick’s chairmanship following Ratigan’s removal from the committee he was instrumental in creating.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Local conservative activist
Tim Ratigan was at the center

of citizen efforts to understand
the town’s budget situation in
the wake of the lost 522 Corridor restaurant lawsuit that led to
the creation of the Blue Ribbon

Finance Committee. At the time
in late 2009 and early 2010, the
town was scuffling to find ways
to compensate for an estimated
$650,000 in annual revenue lost

when the town’s meals tax fee in
the county’s north corridor was
struck down in court.
Ratigan said at the time that
a two-and-a-half hour meeting
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“When I originally presented the idea of a Citizens Committee I never dreamed it would
be used in a manner to promote political self interests or used as an excuse for failures to
do one’s job.” – Tim Ratigan

Town
the town’s revenue-expenditure
situation in the wake of the court
case. Consequently he softened
his negative stance on the potential use of taxes, though only if
absolutely necessary, to balance
the town budget.
We asked Ratigan about that

experience and his initial reaction to the Blue Ribbon Committee report recently forwarded
by its Chairman Matt Tederick.
After being appointed by then
Vice Mayor Bret Hrbek to the
initial committee that grew out
of his interactions with then

Town Manager Graham on budget issues, Ratigan was later replaced by Hollis Tharpe who took
Hrbek’s seat on council after the
May 2010 election.
At the time Tharpe replaced
him with unsuccessful 2010
council candidate Joe Swiger’s
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$116.00
$66.00
$41.00
$80.00
$106.00
$80.00
$21.00
$21.00
$21.00
$21.00
$21.00
$62.00
$61.00
$99.00
$68.50
$43.50
$21.00
$11.00
$65.25
$151.00
$153.50
$61.00
$7.00
$4.00
$71.00
$41.00
$162.00
$126.00
$11.00
$13.50
$61.00
$26.00
$21.00
$340.00
$1,077.00
$331.00
$51.00
$97.00
$50.00
$300.00
$106.00
$53.50
$212.00
$112.00
$211.00
$237.00
$130.00
$75.00
$134.00

PAY
ONLY
$479.00
$77.99
$3,450.00
$219.00
$277.00
$699.00
$599.00
$239.00
$1,349.00
$349.00
$249.00
$229.00
$219.00
$299.00
$199.00
$99.00
$159.00
$159.00
$159.00
$99.00
$288.00
$219.00
$429.00
$299.00
$149.00
$159.00
$199.00
$159.00
$449.00
$459.00
$219.00
$92.00
$55.00
$279.00
$169.00
$888.00
$399.00
$79.00
$49.00
$209.00
$139.00
$99.00
$699.00
$2,388.00
$788.00
$699.00
$988.00
$149.00
$999.00
$419.00
$209.00
$688.00
$788.00
$988.00
$519.00
$619.00
$299.00
$259.00

wife Wilma, Ratigan said he had
no issue with the incoming councilman selecting his own appointee. However, Ratigan seems less
than enthralled with the committee’s general direction after his
departure.
“Sadly the report was, in my

SAVE

20%
70%
up to

ACT NOW!

opinion, a carefully designed plan
to excuse the firing of Town Manager Michael Graham and to promote a preconceived notion that
there was not a revenue problem
but a spending problem originating with Graham’s town management,” Ratigan says. He added his
perception that a committee assertion there was no road plan or
capital improvement plan from
2008 to 2010 was another inaccu-

Royal Family

Bowling Center
Behind Gateway Plaze
Rt. 522 So., Front Royal
540-636-3113

SAVE THROUGH FEB. 14th

Come out & play in the dark
Friday & Saturday 11pm-1am

Free pair of Freshwater
Pearl Earrings in a variety
of colors! ($18 value)
with purchase

Xtreme Special!

SIX WAYS TO BUY!

Cash, Checks, Master
Card, American Express,
Visa, Discover

Fosters
Jewelers
18 WEEMS LANE
WINCHESTER, VA
(540) 665-0444

130 E MAIN STREET
FRONT ROYAL, VA
(540) 636-1311

Our store hours are Monday-Friday
Winchester 10 – 6
Front Royal 9:30 – 5
Open Saturdays both stores until 5

Or like us on Facebook http://www.facebook.com/oursparkle follow us on Twitter http://twitter.com/oursparkle and discover our special
offers on Foursquare www.foursquare.com or read our blog at http://oursparkle.wordpress.com! www.fostersjewelers.net

$10 per person, unlimited
bowling including shoes!
Come check out our new
light show!!!
We are now a
nonsmoking facility with a
smoking lounge

RENT-A-LANE $10 per
person
Sat 2-4P.M. Sun 12-2p.m.&3-5p.m.

2 HOURS UNLIMITED Bowling
Up to 8 people per lane

Winter Special!

“Monday Dollar Day”
$1 Game
$1 Shoes
$1 Hot Dogs
$1 Small Drinks
$1 Fries!

ALL DAY!!!
royalfamilybowl.com
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“One of my concerns … was with their use of percentages of increase for some town departments The IT
(Information Technology) department was shown with a 259% increase since 2005. That department didn’t
exist in 2005 and was created by Mike Graham.” – Councilman Conkey

racy, perhaps also with the intent
of making the former town manager look inept.
Ratigan pointed out that former
Vice Mayor Hrbek explained in a
radio debate with Councilman
Sayre on WZRV’s Valley Today
show that the town had simply
carried yet unrealized road and
capital improvement plans forward from one year to the next.
“The reason there was no new
capital improvement plan in
those years was because the town
manager, Mike Graham, and the
town didn’t want to overburden
the citizens of Front Royal with
tax hikes to cover the cost of
the new improvement plans and
chose instead to bring forward
the capital improvement plans
from previous years that were already funded,” Ratigan asserts.
One councilman polled agreed.
“I agree that the road plan wasn’t
updated because of two reasons:
first, was that we were using the
old plan to implement recommendations that have been financed and kept on the books for

years,” Tom Conkey replied to our
e-mailed question. “Projects like
the road improvements we did
in the Cherrydale neighborhood
were essentially financed several
years ago … Mike (Graham) took
those funds and completed the
project that was supposed to have
been done well before he took the
town manager job. Likewise, the
Happy Creek Road upgrade project had funds that were already
set aside but were unused. Mike
recommended and the council
agreed that we should move that
project forward.
“The other reason the road plan
wasn’t redone was that we didn’t
have money to start new projects
and nothing had happened to
make the old plan obsolete. Why
develop a new plan when the old
one is still valid?” Conkey asked.
“I heard from new members of
council that the town didn’t have
a road plan and didn’t have a plan
to pay for the wastewater treatment plant. Neither of these accusations have any basis in fact. We
just received the water-sewer

rate study that council started
under Mike Graham in order to
do what? – Fund the wastewater
treatment plant. – Oops!!”
Playing games?
Ratigan pointed to comments
by Mayor Tim Darr at the Nov.
22 council meeting in the wake
of the initial delivery of the citizen finance committee report a
week earlier. The town “Minutes”
of that meeting indicate that after
thanking the committee for its
work, Darr bemoaned how the
discussion surrounding the process had evolved.
Those Minutes read:
“Mayor Darr stated that the intent was never to have the Committee say Council or the Town
Manager was wrong or right, but
rather to benefit the Town as a
whole. Mayor Darr opined that
it was a shame that the matter
had escalated in such a way. He
explained that the Blue Ribbon
Budget Committee was formed
under former Mayor Tewalt and

Town
the prior Council, and it was important that the current Council
does their job to the best of their
abilities. Mayor Darr noted that
the bickering was distracting
from the situation at hand, as the
group’s intent was to assist the
citizens of this Town.”
“I am in agreement with the
mayor,” Ratigan says. “When I
originally presented the idea of
a Citizens Committee I never
dreamed it would be used in a
manner to promote political self
interests or used as an excuse for
failures to do one’s job.”
But Ratigan hopes some good
can still come from the citizen
budget process and report.
“I still think the Blue Ribbon
Committee is a good idea and I
am in support of it. Most of the
recommendations can be used
by the council to streamline the
budget process and save the town
and its citizens some money,”
Ratigan believes. “At the end it is
important that the doors of communications be kept open between the citizens and council.”

(Note: Attempts to reach Tederick, as well as other councilmen
for comment on Ratigan and
Conkey’s observations regarding
the citizen Blue Ribbon Finance
Committee were unsuccessful prior to publication.)

Ivy Lodge
Gift Shop
101 Chester Street
Front Royal, VA
(540) 636-1446
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 4 pm

Great Gift Ideas, including:
Books, Pewter, Brass & Pottery
Locally Handcrafted Gift Items
& Much More

Proceeds benefit the Warren Heritage Society

Resolution Savings! Join For Only $20.11!

Can $20.11 Change Your Life?
Join For Only $20.11 Amenities include:

Front Royal

485 South St.
(Kmart Shopping Center)
540-636-3400
www.goldsgym.com/frontroyalva

Cardio Theater • Kids’ Club • Group Exercise Room • Spinning
Tanning • Sauna/Steam Room • Tons of Cardio • Personal Training
Massage • Zumba • Yoga • Pilates • Women’s Only Section
• Juice Bar
* Some amenities available at an additional charge

Join for $20.11 Join for $20.11

3 personal training sessions
Only $99

for you

for a friend

for you

Gold’s Gym Front Royal
540-636-3400
www.goldsgym.com/frontroyalva

Gold’s Gym Front Royal
540-636-3400
www.goldsgym.com/frontroyalva

Gold’s Gym Front Royal
540-636-3400
www.goldsgym.com/frontroyalva

Offer expires 1/31/11

Must present coupon at time of use. Some additional restrictions may apply.
See club for complete details.

Offer expires 1/31/11

Must present coupon at time of use. Some additional restrictions may apply.
See club for complete details.

Offer expires 1/31/11

Some restrictions apply. Must be current member.
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“ WE BUY OLD GOLD ”

South Street traffic stop nets
two drug arrests

In the K-Mart Shopping Center Next to Radio Shack
Ample Parking • Modern Showroom

Bring us your
unwanted jewelry,
old gold, broken
gold, vintage watches
and coins, and we
will turn them into

CASH!!!

The Chain Reaction

“Bill Tanner / Jeweler /
Gemologist / Your Friend In The
Jewelry Industry”

On-Site Jewelry Repair and Engraving.
Open Mon. - Sat. 10 til 6					
Many Repairs Done The Same Day.

Engle’s Angle: Come and Get It!
By Kevin S. Engle
Warren County Report
I took some Tootsie Rolls to
work recently. A super duper
big bag we’d had for some
time. So long in fact they’d
gotten buried behind other
stuff in our pantry and we’d
forgotten about them. I found
it while looking for something
else.
“We still have those?” my
wife asked when I set the
bag on the counter. “I’ll bet
they’re no good anymore.”
I tried one. It was delicious, but I knew if we hadn’t
downed them by now, we
weren’t going to. We needed
help. We needed ………….
the professionals. And they
would be …………. my coworkers. They’ll eat anything.
And lots of it.
I took the bag to work Monday morning. When I came in
on Tuesday, they were gone,
bag and all.
I knew they wouldn’t let me
down.
My coworkers are like vacuum cleaners. Scatter some
free food around the office
and they’ll suck it up in no
time.
And it doesn’t matter what
it is. Cookies, candy, doughnuts, asparagus. Set it out
there, and like a magnet,
they’re attracted. Before you
know it, bam!, it’s gone.

“I don’t like these,” my wife
said the other night as she
pointed to the “intense” dark
chocolate squares I’d bought
her a while back. “They taste
like wax.”
That sounded appetizing.
I’m not a fan of dark chocolate, or wax, but I know who
is.
They were gone before
lunch.
I don’t know if anyone liked
them, but they didn’t go to
waste, and that was the important thing. I was glad they
were gone, but I must admit,
I was feeling a bit guilty. I
probably should’ve warned
them about the waxy taste.
Nah. Why spoil a good
thing?
My wife made some potato
soup recently. When I saw
what all was in it, I declined.
As it turns out, she wasn’t all
that wild about it either. She
ate some but couldn’t finish
it. Now it’s been sitting in the
refrigerator just waiting to be
disposed of.
Hmmm.
I bet a few plastic bowls
and spoons would take care
of that.

♦♦♦

The author’s been known to
scarf down a doughnut or two
at work. Three at the most.
Never more than four.
kevinengle456@comcast.net

ALL
JEWELRY
50% OFF
Nobody beats these
sale prices!!

540-636-7210
540-636-7210

McCoy’s
Cookie
Jars FOR SALE!
540-683-9197

A traffic stop on Friday, January 14 by Front Royal Police
Officer L. J. Waller resulted in
two arrests and the seizure of
approximately 10 ounces of
marijuana, along with $400 in
cash. Officer Waller stopped a
vehicle for a traffic violation on
South Street at 1:21 pm.
The vehicle was being driven
by 19 year old Jessica R. Martin
of Equestrian Drive, Stephens
City, VA. She was accompanied by 28 year old Eugenia
C. Cabness of Grand Avenue,
Front Royal, VA., and a three
year old child.
Officers discovered the cash
and marijuana along with drug
paraphernalia in a leather bag

inside the vehicle. Martin and
Cabness were both arrested
at the scene and charged with
Possession of Marijuana with
Intent to Distribute and Conspiracy to Distribute Marijuana. Martin was also charged
with several traffic violations.
The child was released to a
family member.
After being transported to
the Warren County Jail, Martin was held on a $2,000 secured bond and Cabness was
released on a $2,000 unsecured
bond. Both Martin and Cabness will appear in the Warren
County General District Court
on February 1.
(From a release)

ValleyVibez.com
om
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The
Shenandoah
Valley’s Largest
Adult Products Store

Vall

EXCELLENT SCENIC SPRING & SUMMER RIDES

Front Royal Warren County Airport

Cass Aviation

(540) 635-3570 • WARREN COUNTY AIRPORT/FRONT ROYAL

CFI
WANTED

Airplane Rides Year

Around For 20 Minute Scenic Flights $55Per Person
GIFT CERTIFICATE AVAILABLE, Intro Flight Training$99,
See Gliders every weekend!

• Group Discount • Flight Training
• Aircraft Rentals • Photo Flights

• Glider Club
• Charter Flights • New Hangers
• Tie Down Avail. • Gift Certificates • New Taxiway
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A White House Garden Cookbook

Healthy Ideas from the First Family for Your Family

by Clara Silverstein
(The Front Royal Women’s Resource Center and
Royal Oak Bookshop donate books to Samuels
Public Library that are by or about women. This
book is a recent donation and is available for
checkout.)
Michelle Obama is very definitive in her statement that she ‘never met a French fry she didn’t
like’. However, the First Lady is equally passionate about her desire to educate the children in
this land of the need to change their eating habits and avoid the path that leads to obesity, a national concern. As a result, she became the architect of the present White House garden which
has received acclaim for its purpose as well as
production. Vast numbers of children and their
parents have been involved in this project and the

GM SERVICE TECHNICIAN NEEDED
EXPERIENCE PREFERRED IN THE
FOLLOWING AREAS:
• Engine performance
• Engine repair
• Electrical/electronics
• ASE certification a plus
• GM STS training a plus
• VA state insp. a plus
WE OFFER:
• Ultra clean modern shop
• State of the art equipment
• Paid on the job training
• 100% employer paid medical plan
• Uniforms, Retirement/Profit sharing plan
• Paid vacation, holidays and sick days
• Earnings based on certifications and
experience
• Progressive pay plan with unlimited
earning potential
Call Glenn Williams at:
540-635-2153 ext. 13 for a confidential
interview and e-mail a brief resume to:
jechevy@comcast.net
Employment subject to having valid
Driver’s license and copy of DMV record.
Jack Evans Chevrolet
Front Royal, VA.

rewards have been many and varied.
In her attempt to bring this nutritional portrait
to your table, Clara Silverstein has compiled historical information along with more than forty
recipes that are not only child-certified, but
pleasing to most palates. She underscores Michelle Obama’s fervent message to families that
when children demonstrate a vested interest in
a project, the knowledge that is gained is truly
internalized. Discovering how wonderful it was
to plant something and watch it grow was only
equaled by the enjoyment of the succulent morsels after the harvest. Sharing with those in need
was also a wonderful byproduct.
Sallie Shadd was a freed slave who made a wonderful confection from homegrown strawberries
from Virginia for the inaugural celebration for
James Madison. It was strawberry ice cream.
Thomas Jefferson was an avid gardener and some
of the seeds and sprouts in the present White
House garden were heirlooms from his garden
at Monticello. These are but two of the many
facts that are shared in this book. It is filled with
wonderful stories of celebrations that were highlighted by the food that was served as well as of
the hands that provided it. It might prompt you
to cook, eat and perhaps even cause you to frolic
without coaxing. Whatever the outcome, do it
for yourselves and, most of all, for your families.
Sheila Lamonzs, Reviewer

FRONT ROYAL SOCCER ASSOCIATION
Spring 2011
REGISTRATION INFORMATION
FRSA HOTLINE: (540) 635-2966
Children born on or before September 30,2005 are eligible to
play. We cannot take children born after this date. All new players
must bring or mail a copy of their birth certificate before they can
be placed on a team.

Wednesday January 5th

Sesquicentennial
History in a Minute: Governor
John Letcher, Jan. 7, 1861
(We present these “History in
a Minute” reports as part of
150th Anniversary events commemorating a dark and bloody
chapter of our collective national history. Perhaps there
are still lessons to be learned by
all of us from these events.)
With South Carolina having
passed its Articles of Secession
on December 20, 1860, Virginia
Governor John Letcher called
a special session of the legislature to determine a course
of action for Virginia. Born
in Lexington in Rockbridge
County, Virginia, Letcher had
attended private rural schools
and Randolph-Macon College
in Ashland, Virginia. In 1833,
he graduated from Washington Academy (now Washington and Lee University) in Lexington.
Letcher was editor of the
(Lexington) Valley Star newspaper from 1840 to 1850. Intensely interested in politics, he
was active in the presidential
campaigns of 1840, 1844, and
1848, serving as a Democratic
elector in 1848. Although never a true abolitionist, he signed
the Ruffner Pamphlet of 1847,
which proposed the abolition
of slavery in that part of Virginia west of the Blue Ridge
Mountains.
However, he
soon repudiated this antislavery stand. As a delegate to the
State Constitutional Convention in 1850, he advocated retaining the Caucasian basis of
representation for both houses
of the legislature.
He was elected as a Democratic candidate and served as
a Representative in the United
States Congress from 18511859. In Congress, he was
known as “Honest John Letcher, Watchdog of the Treasury,”
because of his opposition to

government
extravagance.
While there, he consistently
defended the rights of the
South against Northern interference, although he never glorified slavery as an institution.
John Letcher was elected as
Governor of Virginia in 1859,
defeating Whig candidate William L. Goggin, and served
from 1860-1864. Letcher was
prominent in the organization
of the peace convention that
met in Washington, D.C., February 8, 1861, in an effort to
prevent the impending American Civil War. He discouraged secession, but was active
in sustaining the ordinance
passed by Virginia on April 17,
1861.
Speaking before the Virginia
Assembly on January 7, 1861,
Governor Letcher said, “Virginia must, in this crisis, be
mindful of her own interests.
The Gulf States are consulting their good alone, and why
should not Virginia follow their
example? She has immense interests at stake, and they must
be adequately protected. She
occupies a position now, as she
did in 1833, whence she can
mediate between the contending parties, North and South,
and see that some fair settlement and arrangement of existing differences shall be agreed
upon. Now that guarantees are
the order of the day and each
State is earnestly and anxiously
inquiring what guarantees are
required for her protection, it
becomes us to secure such as
will protect and preserve the
rights of persons and property
of our own citizens. A disruption of the Union is inevitable;
and if new Confederacies are
to be formed, we must have
the best guarantees before we
can attach our State to either of
them.”

On-Line Registration OPEN

Please visit www.frontroyalsoccer.com to register online or to download
a registration form. Registration fee is $55.00 for the first child and $45.00
for each additional sibling.
Saturday February 5th
Saturday February 12th
Saturday February 19th
Sunday February 20th
Wednesday February 25th

In Office Reg.
10 AM to 2 PM
In Office Reg.
10 AM to 2 PM
In Office Reg.
10 AM to 2 PM
In Office Reg.
10 AM to 2 PM
Registration Deadline

All registrations will take place at the FRSA office, located in the Middle of
Main Building on Main Street.
Parking and a rear entrance to the building on Jackson Street.

Warren County Local is a newly formed chapter of Special
Olympics, providing local sports for people with intellectual
disabilities in Front Royal and Warren County.
Would you like to join us for some fun and competition in
sports such as bowling, swimming or basketball?
The first event is bowling starting Feb. 16.
Contact Colleen Snyder at csnyder123@comcast.net
or 540-305-4944 for additional information
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WCDSS

Pam’s European Skin Care

LIVE STRING BAND
MUSIC FOR ALL
OCCASIONS

Call John Kovac

635-2534
Handyman for hire.
25+ years exp. Drywall,
Painting and Carpentry.
Quality work at reasonable prices. Will also do
odd jobs.

Call Tony Hill

540 -671 -3366

Springfield
Computers
• PC & Mac
• New & Used Sales
• In-Home Repairs
• In-Shop Repairs
510 N. Royal Ave. • Front Royal

540-622-8055

SpringfieldComputers.com

540-683-1675

Big Bertha’s Babies

Weddings, Birthdays,
Anniversaries,
Serenades,
Special Events

Back to basics
Infant care

www.skinbypam.com

6am - 6pm Mon - Fri

Openings for Infants 6wks -6mos

152 Richmond Road
540-622-2486 Front
Royal, VA 22630
Ask for Judi Melrath

A Dreamer remembered

Mountain
Fence
We Install Fences Year Round!
Call today
for a FREE
estimate in
Northern
VA or
Shenandoah
Valley

• Wood
• Vinyl
• Aluminum
• Chain Link

Call: 540-635-9981 or
703-606-5327

While not all Americans embrace a day set aside to remember Martin Luther King Jr., perhaps that is just a sign that we
have not yet collectively as a nation been to the mountaintop
with Dr. King. That mountaintop was King’s vision that some
day race would not weigh so heavily on our minds as we consider the content of each person’s soul. Working toward that
dream of attaining the better angels within all our natures is
certainly worth taking pause to recall at least one day near the
beginning of each new year.

Permanent DSS director named by county
Former Franklin City DSS Director brings 30 years experience in field
County Administrator Douglas P. Stanley recently announced the appointment of
Elizabeth “Beth” Reavis as the
new Director of the Warren
County Department of Social
Services. Ms. Reavis will begin
her employment February 1, at
an annual salary of $90,000. She
holds a Bachelor’s Degree from
Empire State College where she
majored in Human Services Administration.
Ms. Reavis has more than 30
years of experience with the Virginia Department of Social Services. She began her DSS career
with the Norfolk Department of
Human Services as an Eligibility
Worker, and also served Norfolk
as Senior Eligibility Worker and

Eligibility Supervisor. Ms. Reavis later served Chesapeake Department of Human Services as
Generic Intake Worker, and then
returned to Norfolk as Eligibility
Supervisor, Program Supervisor, and Special Projects Manager. Since 2007, Ms. Reavis has
served as Director of Social Services for the City of Franklin.
Ms. Reavis is a former secretary of the Executive Board of
the Virginia League of Social
Services Executives. While in
Franklin, she served as a board
member of the Franklin-Southampton United Way, the Western Tidewater Community Services Board, the Bright Starts
Advisory Board, the Safe and
Drug Free Schools Advisory

Board, the Adult Education Advisory Board, the Western Tidewater Homeless Consortium,
and was on the Executive Board
of the Franklin Rotary Club.
County Administrator Douglas P. Stanley said, “We are very
excited about Beth joining the
Warren County Department
of Social Services as Director.
When we began the search for a
new Director, we hoped to find
someone with exceptional interpersonal skills, a strong background in dealing with state,
local, and community agencies;
personnel management experience; and experience with the
organizational structure found
in Warren County. We found
all of those qualities and more

in Beth. Her passion for social
services and dedication to the
communities in which she has
served are clearly evident. We
feel very confident that Beth will
guide the Department forward
in a positive manner.”
Ms. Reavis said, “Most of my
life has been spent in the flatlands of Virginia and Texas. I
quickly fell in love with the beautiful Shenandoah region and
Warren County. Having served
in social services departments
in both urban and rural areas,
I look forward to bringing my
experience and my love of the
work we do to Warren County
and becoming part of the community. “
County Administrator Douglas

P. Stanley added, “I also would
like to thank Jim Oliver for his
service as Interim Director. His
experience and knowledge of
the Virginia social services system has been an invaluable asset
over the past few months, particularly throughout the hiring
process for the new Director.
Through his guidance, the Warren County Department of Social Services never missed a beat
in providing the high level of
service expected of our agency.”
The Warren County Department of Social Services is located at 912 Warren Avenue,
telephone (540) 635-3967. Office hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday.
(From a release)
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Sheriff McEathron to
seek re-election

On Jan. 13, Warren County
Sheriff Daniel T. McEathron
announced his intention to
seek reelection to a third term
as Sheriff this year.
“It has been an honor to serve
as your Sheriff over the past
eight years. Warren County
is not just where I work. It is
the place my wife Donna, son
Eli, daughter Alayna and family call home. With a vested
interest in our community, I
am dedicated to public safety

Engagement Announcement

and the quality of life in Front
Royal and Warren County,”
McEathron said in a prepared
statement, adding, “The community support for the Sheriff ’s Office has been paramount
to our success and I look forward to working with you in
the future. I am committed to
providing the level of professionalism and accountability
that our citizens deserve and
have come to expect.”
(From a release)

© 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

703-362-7000
PINOCCIOS
CLOCK REPAIR

King Features Weekly Service

else has failed. An old friend makes
contact.
LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) A friend’s unexpected workrelated news could be a wake-up call
to get you to reassess your position.
See if you need to make changes to
strengthen your position at this time.
SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) You might want to review a
decision to work alone on a project.
You might see it as efficient and prudent, but some might see it as unnecessary secretiveness, even for a Scorpio.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to
December 21) Don’t be put off by a
lukewarm response to a recent effort.
Perhaps you didn’t present a strong
enough argument. Rebuild your case
with more facts, and try again. Good
luck.
CAPRICORN (December 22 to
January 19) A surprise development
in the early part of the week could be
linked to an ongoing situation. Before
you decide to take further action, consider calling for a group discussion.
AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Your sensitive side helps you
work through an emotionally difficult
situation with a minimum of bruised
feelings all around. A welcome
change bows in by the week’s end.
PISCES (February 19 to March 20)
While the week still favors new pursuits, some things from the past also
make a claim for your attention. The
weekend is open for good times with
some of the people closest to you.
BORN THIS WEEK: You have a
wonderful gift for seeing the best in
people.

House for Rent

$800 per month
or
For Sale $89,900
Front Royal
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) The
week continues to encourage the
forming of new personal relationships and the shoring up of those that
might be weakening. New contacts
also dominate the workaday world.
TAURUS (April 20 to May 20)
While the bold Bovine might want
to move quickly to deal with sudden
plan changes, it might be best to wait
until you can come up with some solid facts behind the unexpected turn of
events.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) It’s
a good week to consider how you’ll
move on matters both personal and
professional. In either case, the more
you know about them, the more
likely it is that you’ll make the right
decisions.
CANCER (June 21 to July 22)
Although you might find more colleagues ready to support your plans,
some of them could ask for changes
you don’t approve of. Be ready to
defend your position if necessary.
LEO (July 23 to August 22) This is
a good time for Leos and Leonas to
think about opportunities that might
be outside your usual interests. You
could be surprised to find something
well worth your consideration.
VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) You can turn a troublesome
workplace issue to your advantage
by prompting that Virgo penchant
for preciseness to take over where all

County

Robert Bachelor, Drew Lee, and The Melting Pot family proudly announce the engagement of Sarah Wickham and Cody
Hafferman. Sarah is the daughter of Norwood Wickham and
Diane Wickham, both of Front Royal, and Andrea Wickham,
also of Front Royal, and the mother of Drew Lee, a student at
Warren County Middle School. Cody is the son of Kathy Haf• Onferman,
Feb. 6, 1820,
the first organized
announcing
with her companion Joey Jardin, both of
immigration
of
freed
slaves
from the of Winchester; and is grandson of
Linden, and Jon
Hafferman
UnitedJack
States
New
York har- and LuLu Mae Marlow. Both Saranddeparts
Phyllis
Hafferman
bor onaha and
journey
to
West
Africa.
The at The Melting Pot Pizza in Front
Cody are employed
immigration
was
largely
the
work
of been set as of yet.
Royal. No wedding date has

the American Colonization Society.
However, the expedition also was partially funded by the U.S. Congress,
which appropriated $100,000 to be
used in returning displaced Africans.
• On Feb. 5, 1878, Andre Citroen,
later referred to as the Henry Ford of
France for developing his country’s
first mass-produced automobiles, is
,LLC
born in Paris. Citroen allowed potential customers to take his vehicles for a
affordable
test Find
drive — then
a new concept — and
alsodesigner
let people buy on credit.
dresses
• for
On Feb.your
4, 1938, Walt Disney
releases
“Snow White
and the Seven
Bridal
Gowns
Dwarfs,” his first full-length animatBridesmaid
ed color feature. Naysayers warned
Flower
Girl
Disney
that audiences
wouldn’t sit
Mother
of cartoon
the fanBride
through a feature-length
tasy about dwarfs. In June 2008, the
American Film Institute chose it as the
No.Tuxedo
1 animated filmRental
of all time.
• On
Feb.
3,
1959,
rising American
Formal Wear
rock stars Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens
Accessories
and J.P. “The Big Bopper” RichardHomecoming
son (Prom,
are killed when
their small plane
& Special
Occasions)
crashes
in an Iowa cornfield.
Singer
Don McLean memorialized
the
3343 Valley musiPike #600 • Winchester, VA
cians in the 1972 hit “American Pie,”
540-686-7932
which refers to “the day
the music
Hours:
Tues.,
Fri.
10am-5pm,
Wed., Thurs. 10am-6pm, Sat. 10am-3pm
died.”
• On Feb. 1, 1974, Ted Bundy kills
his second victim, marking Bundy as
a serial killer. That summer Bundy
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Information on Melcher’s initiative may still be accessed at www.firstgiving.com/ryanmelcher01 - Ryan
tells us he plans to keep the site up till April and anyone wishing to add to the $5,820 he raised may do so
there. Melcher may also be reached by e-mail at ryanmelcher@gmail.com

‘Out of Africa’ - Melcher back from Kilimanjaro climb
A local man’s commitment to one continent’s suffering children of war
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
We hooked up with Ryan
Melcher late last year after his return from his September summit
of Mt. Kilimanjaro in Tanzania in
central Africa. In August Melcher
told us he was combining two of
his hobbies, hiking and mountain
climbing, with a personal commitment to raise both money and
public awareness of the plight of
African children growing up in
an environment of civil war leading to enslavement by some of
those conflict’s war lords.
As we reported when the 37year-old design architect was
preparing to scale the 19,341-foot
summit of Kilimanjaro on a quest
of spiritual commitment to raise
public awareness of a modern
day human tragedy of epochal
proportions, Melcher traced the
genesis of his 2010 mission to his
2006 viewing of a documentary
film, “Invisible Children”, about
the crisis in northern Uganda. He
told us seeing that film tapped

into an earlier cathartic moment
from his childhood.
“I remember as a little kid, seeing a documentary on one of
the famines going on in Africa.
It could have been Ethiopia or
somewhere else. I was just too
young to remember at this point.
But what ended up happening
was I remember getting my piggy
bank and going to my dad and
asking ‘Can I give this?’ And he
kind of did a fatherly thing and
said ‘Wait till you’re older – why
don’t you save that for your education?’ Years and years later
upon seeing this movie ‘Invisible
Children’ – I was older.
“What that film did was
chronicle the ‘night commuters’
in northern Uganda. And what
these little kids do to avoid being captured by a rebel/terrorist
group called the Lord’s Resistance Army, is they’ll walk about
10, 12 miles a night into larger
towns that are protected, from
their unprotected villages. And
there, they’ll sleep the night, do
their homework and then in the

morning go back home when it’s
safer during the day. As I thought
about it and was really touched
– I thought what I, what we go
through on a daily basis, our trials here in the United States, for
the most part is chicken feed, it
really is. And I thought what can
I do about this?”
The mission
What he did was organize a
website for fundraising and informational purposes, leading to his
own trip to the region to get as
close as discretion would allow to
walk, climb, watch, learn and return to tell what he had learned.
“I wasn’t close enough to northern Uganda to see it first hand.
But personally before I left I had
an opportunity to actually be
called into a meeting in Washington D.C. of a lot of organizations in D.C. that help fight the
trafficking and do it globally. And
I was definitely the small fish in
the big pond but it was a really
good learning experience. I hope
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Ryan Melcher is enthusiastic about the possibility of
positive change in the world.
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“I think if people read something like this and get inspired, I would really encourage them to find a cause
to get behind - that gives you an opportunity to help people out who don’t have it as good. Planning a vacation, having a great time, you’re going to add to it by doing that something extra.”

Day one - Melcher’s climbing group approaches Kilimanjaro.
to have more of that in the future
just because I really do need to
learn from people who are more
experienced than I am about this

Main Street • Front Royal, VA

Showtimes: 622-9997

www.royal-cinemas.com
* Birthday Parties! *
Now
Showing

The
Green
Hornet

kind of situation.
“And I got to meet a couple of
survivors. And that’s humbling
in itself, talking to somebody
and you ask ‘How did you get
into this?’ and they say, ‘Oh, I’m
a survivor.’ And it takes you back
a couple of seconds to see somebody who has been put through

so much really get a good handle
on their lives again and strike
back and help stop this.”
As Melcher told us in August, what those children are
put through is hard for those of
us in America to comprehend.
Conscription into the service of
sadistic warlords wrapped in selfserving political hyperbole often
begins with children witnessing
and even being forced to participate in the torture and murder of
their parents. And that is just the
beginning of a horror story that
threatens these children’s very
humanity and subsequent ability to function normally in the
world.
Melcher explained to us last
summer that he had selected
Christian non-denominational
organization World Vision, which
does not mandate religious conversion as a prerequisite for its
relief work, as recipient of what
he would be able to raise on his
quest into the heart of Africa.
“World Vision is going to great
lengths to rehabilitate these chil-
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One of the “Heroes” of Kilimanjaro - a porter that
makes it possible for everyone else.
dren and get them back on their
feet again and reintegrated into
society. Their effort is amazing. I
think the saddest point I’ve read
so far is that a lot of these kids …
have nowhere to go and are so
brain washed that they actually go
back to the LRA. What they have
gone through for years, some for
well over a decade, is this harsh,
strict discipline of their lives – it’s
all they’ve known. And it is very
difficult for them to function.
But a lot of the kids, at least two
thirds from what I understand

$20 OFF
SERVICE
One coupon per purchase.
Not to be combined with any other offers. Expires 2/15/10

635-7064

Offer Ends 1-31-11  Single, Buddy & Family Plans Available

9816 Winchester Rd., Front Royal ( at the intersection of 522 & I-66)

ZZZGRPLQLRQKHDOWKFRP540-636-2820
0)DPSP6DW6XQDPSP

and have read so far, do make it
back into society. But again, the
accounts that I’m reading so far
in this book go well beyond Nazi
brutalism … and I really feel just
humbled to be able to contribute
to help fight it.
“I’m actually reading this book
now called “Not for Sale” and it
chronicles human trafficking in
general … Chapter 3 actually focuses on the situation in northern Uganda specifically. And I
probably more than the average
American I have heard about this

203 E. Main St.

www.royaloakcomputers.com
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“Actually my favorite experience on Kilimanjaro was these kids who just ran out…and asked if I would take
their picture…I showed it to them and they just lost it - that just made their day and mine. That was more
important than reaching the summit – just being able to interact like that.”

Kilimanjaro for a cause

Day three - approaching the summit.
situation – but this single chapter
alone has tales in it that have just
gone beyond all the reports I had
heard so far, as to what the Lord’s
Resistance Army is doing and
the lengths to which they’ll go to
keep their organization running.”
Melcher, who financed his trip
totally independently of his
fundraising efforts, said he plans
to keep the website – www.
firstgiving.com/ryanmelcher01
– documenting his efforts up till
April. Anyone wishing to add
to the $5,820 he has raised may
do so there. Melcher may also
be reached by e-mail at ryanmelcher@gmail.com
While just under $6,000 thousand may seem a humble amount
by Western standards, as he
pointed out to us at the outset of
his effort, every dollar of American money goes a lot father in
central Africa than it would here
(at least so far).
And now what?
“I’m closing it out eventually
just because, actually a buddy of
mine at the camp asked, ‘What
are you going to do next?’ As far
as Uganda is concerned, at this
point in my life I need to educate
myself. So, I am going to first off,
read more books on the trafficking to help educate myself and
I’m going to reestablish contact
with those people I have met and
just try to learn from them. So
first and center is getting educated and being able to talk about

this to people with a little more
authority than I have.
“At some point in the future
of my lifetime, when mountain
climbing is no longer feasible for
me due to age or whatever reasons, I’m probably going to see
if I can get some short term mission trips over there. And if they
want me to do something with
World Vision as a Christian organization, have a Bible study, I’d

love to do that. But if they want
me to like build a wall of cement,
I would do that. But I want to go
and actually have some first-hand
contact, which I need to be very
careful about though because I
understand that the people who
abducted these children are men,”
Melcher said of apparently deepseeded psychological scars and
an overriding distrust of male
adults in the wake of many of
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these children’s experiences.
“And so if World Vision would
say, ‘Well since you are a man we
really need you to hang back,’ because I actually might add to the

problem they have. A lot of people I’ve read about that help these
children back into society are
women. So, I want to see if I can
do anything first hand over there
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Kilimanjaro for a cause

and just get front and center. But
again that’s a couple years down
the line … So that’s my plan – it’s
just a growing, emerging time for
me,” Melcher concluded of this
chapter of his life.
The climb
We asked how the experience
of Kilimanjaro and its 19,341foot summit had been for the
avid hiker and mountain climber,
who achieved a personal altitude
best on the climb.
“In comparison, I think around
2004 I hiked Mt. Whitney, which
is 14,500 feet. I was not in shape
at all for that trip. I did not train
for it but I ascended 14,500 feet
in three days and felt lousy. This
time around it took the same
number of days but with work
outs, watching what I was eating,
doing a lot of hiking beforehand
– it made all the difference in the
world. I could still feel the effects
of altitude. On day three when I
got to the altitude where I broke
my old record I got headaches
(from less oxygen at altitude).
But I was not walking 10 steps
and taking a break for a minute or
two. I could keep a steady pace. I
was about 4 or 5,000 feet higher
than I’d ever been at the summit
… so I felt pretty good about it.”
As well he should have. A
quick check of Wikipedia noted
that Kilimanjaro, Africa’s tallest mountain is also the world’s
fourth most prominent mountain and the highest free-stand-

Tanzanian children living in the shadow of Kilimanjaro were thrilled to have their picture taken.
ing mountain in the world, rising 19,298 feet from its base. We
include a photographic record of
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Melcher’s trip, showing both the
astonishing landscape and some
of the people he encountered on
his physical and spiritual quest.
“The vastness of the mountain
is something really to behold,”
Melcher said of his encounter
with Kilimanjaro. “The distance
from one peak to the other I
think is about the distance from
one mountain range to the other
in the Shenandoah Valley – and
that’s just one mountain, not a
range.
The people



www.momscountrykitchenva.com
470-B S. Commerce Ave
Front Royal, VA 22630 Front Royal Business Park

As far as the people are concerned I want to underline just
how important the porters are in
Kilimanjaro. They are often called
heroes of Kilimanjaro and I agree
with that assessment in that they
take tremendous loads, put it on
top of their heads, on their backs
and carry it up the mountain for
you. Some of the hikers in my
group were talking about Hans
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from their house, which again you
think to be thankful for what you
have, because people in this country – most of us – have it much
better than they ever will. And I
think you can’t stress the amount
of appreciation we should have
for living in such a blessed country. But they came out and asked
if I would take their picture. And
I took it and said ‘Do you want

Ryan Melcher reaches the summit of Mt. Kilimanjaro
over 19,300 feet above sea level.
Meier, and apparently in his expedition as the first recorded person to summit the mountain, he
had 90 porters helping him out,
chopping stairs through the ice
of the glaciers to get to the top.
So he had significant help … And
I think first and foremost the
porters need to be pointed to for

their remarkable job – if it wasn’t
for them the average man, like
myself, couldn’t reach the top.”
Melcher also spoke of his encounter with locals, including children
along the way.
“Actually my number one favorite experience on Kilimanjaro
was these kids who just ran out

DJ Donnie
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DJ Donnie
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any type of private parties!

to see?’ and I showed it to them
and they just lost it and ran back
to the house. And that just made
their day and it made mine. That
was more important to me than
reaching the summit – just being

able to interact like that.”
And it is appropriate that such
a memory involving the simple
act of adding something to the
daily lives of local children by
showing them their image on a
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camera carried such weight with
Melcher, who found himself in
the heart of the African continent
combining a personal passion for
hiking with a driving desire to
improve the lives of children half
a world away.
“I think overall if people read
something like this and get inspired to do something like it, I
would really encourage them to
find a cause to get behind. For the
simple fact is, we live in a culture
where if somebody takes a vacation or a trip like this they’ll say
‘Wow, that’s really cool.’ And we
live in a culture where cool is

king. But that cause gives you an
opportunity to really help people
out who don’t have it as good as
you. Planning a vacation is one
thing and having a great time
– you’ll still have it – but you’re
going to add to it by doing that
something extra.”
The return
Melcher said his return trip
from Africa included a European
stopover that gave him the opportunity to place his trip in a
historical context that has unfortunately not yet left the sphere of
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Kilimanjaro for a cause
human experience.
“On the way back I actually
had the opportunity of a sevenhour layover in Amsterdam. So I
went to Anne Frank’s secret attic
(Anne Frank Museum), which if
anybody has the opportunity I
would highly recommend. But it
was very appropriate considering
the hike was in support of trafficking victims. And comparing
what the Nazis did to the Jews in
World War II and how they were
trafficked to the death camps was
really a very sobering but appropriate way to end the trip.”

(Note: Anne Frank was a teenage
Jewish refugee who died of typhus
in the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp at age 15 in 1945 in the
closing days of WWII. The diary
she kept as her family hid in secret rooms aided by sympathetic
Dutch before their eventual betrayal later became a worldwide
best selling story of the strength
of the human spirit in the face
of institutionalized state horror
and terrorism, “The Diary of Ann
Frank”.)
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Town

Town approves balanced water-sewer rate hikes
Council seeks level financial burden as $40-million bond issue looms

Tom Sayre couldn’t get any council support for his
amendment to keep the smallest residential water
line hook-up fees at the current $5,000 level. Council
voted Sayre down 5-1 in approving the consultantrecommended reduction of that fee to $4,000 based
on actual costs to the town of providing the service.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Faced with how to balance future water-sewer utility costs and
the economic responsibility for
meeting those costs, the Front
Royal Town Council voted 5-1 on
Jan. 10 to balance rate increases
equally between residential and
larger use commercial-industrial
customers. Only Tom Sayre voted against implementing the first
of three options presented by a
consultant hired to examine the
town’s rate structure and future
costs and options.
Sayre presented an amend-

ment to Hollis Tharpe’s motion
approving Option One as presented in an attempt to maintain
a $5,000 fee for the smallest residential hook up for ¾-inch water
lines. The consultant recommen-

dation in all three options was to
reduce that fee to $4,000 based
on estimates of the actual costs to
the town of providing that minimum-use service.
In arguing against Sayre’s
amendment, Tom Conkey stated
that by law a municipal utility can
only charge rates based on actual
costs, rather than speculate on
profit margins as the private sector can. In response to a question
from Shae Parker, Acting Town
Manager Steve Burke told council the $4,000 ¾-inch hookup fee
did reflect the town’s anticipated
costs.
Again reflecting actual costs, all
three consultant options presented to council late last November
included raising the ¾-inch sewer tap hookup fees from $5,000
to $7,500 with a net increase of
$1,500 for smallest consumer
units coming into the town’s water-sewer system.
In arguing against Sayre’s
amendment, Chris Holloway,
himself a builder, pointed out the
town had raised its hookup rates
in recent years. Those costs add

wbrook Farm at Huntly
Meado
M
9.5 mi. south of Front Royal on Rte 522
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540-622-6234

www.meadowbrookfarmequestriancenter.com
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to the expense to builders facing
an already rough economic and
home marketing climate, Holloway pointed out.
Sayre’s amendment was defeated by the same 5-1 margin
Tharpe’s original motion would
be approved by, again with only
Sayre dissenting.
Rising costs, rising rates
As explained in our reporting
of Burton & Associates Senior
Vice President Andrew Burnham’s Nov. 29th work session
presentation to council, the town
is facing six-year, tiered increases
of as much as 127.5 percent for
sewer service and 45.5 percent
for water service. Those increases
relate largely to recent upgrades
to the town’s water plant with total costs of about $6 million, and
soon to be undertaken and federally mandated upgrades to its
wastewater treatment plant that
are forecast to cost $40 million.
While there has been some municipal grousing about those
mandated improvements, they
have been enacted to improve
the water quality of rivers in the
Chesapeake Bay watershed, of
which the Shenandoah River is
a part. As for the benefit to localities in that watershed one
need only recall recent studies
that discovered the negative impact on aquatic life of untreated
chemically enhanced waste in
the commonwealth’s rivers. Most

prominently those impacts have
included sexual mutations and
immune system degradation
leading to lesions, disease and
“fish kills”. First the fish, then us
– that’s not a pretty picture to
contemplate if one is looking for
incentive to bite the economic
bullet and proceed with wastewater upgrades.
Bad news, good news
While the percentage rate increases are the bad news, the
good news is those increases are
based on comparatively low current rates. As Conkey pointed
out on Nov. 29th, when one looks
at actual numbers the increases
seem much less oppressive.
Conkey’s point seems well taken
when you consider that the average “small customer” watersewer bill utilizing 3,000 or fewer
gallons per month is $14.50. First
year hike proposals (FY 2011) of
3.5 percent in water and 30 percent to sewer rates would vary
between $1.50 and $3.28 for users of 2,000 or 3,000 gallons per
billing period depending on
which of three rate options council settles on.
While compounding those numbers over the full six years needed
to balance the town water-sewer
utility budget could double existing rates, the actual base rate
numbers are still only in the
$30 range per billing period for
smaller users. And those long-
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term increases could be reduced
if the northside Dominion/VEPCO power plant comes on line
by 2016 as is now planned by the
private sector.
In November, Burnham told
council that Option 3, which
placed the least burden on small
residential users at the expense of
bigger commercial users, was the
least attractive option if a municipality wanted to encourage commercial customers to locate or
remain in the community. And as
noted in discussion of the potential impact of the Dominion/VEPCO power plant, it seems those
high volume commercial water
and sewer users and their tax
base play a role in keeping residential utility and tax rates down

over the long haul.
During the Jan. 10th water-sewer
rate Public Hearing a representative of the 4-H Educational
Center in Harmony Hollow told
council implementation of Option Three could have dire effects
on that facility’s ability to continue to survive in this county.
Noting the non-profit, educational facility servicing 18 counties
throughout the region receives
no state of federal grant money
Mary Dykes said the Option
Three hike of around 13 cents per
gallon would make it “difficult
for the 4-H Center to survive”.
She added that were the facility
to survive under Option Three it
would be with serious cutbacks
to the programs it offers. Dykes

said the impact of Option Three
on the 4-H Center’s 6-inch meter lines would result in monthly
cost increases from existing rates
of $244 to $406. She said anticipated total increases of $4,800 in
fee and usage costs could be fatal

Town
to much the center offers.
“Don’t make us close our doors
to thousands of boys and girls.
Please don’t add another rate
hike in July,” Dykes said, noting
the center had already been hit
with one rate increase this past

year. But Councilman Carson
Lauder disputed Dykes’ contention the town had implemented a
rate hike as recently as last July.
However Town Manager Burke
said, yes, there was an increase
last year.
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Gambling addiction legislation gains support
Licensed treatment facility and Christian family values groups unite

7. LITERATURE: Who wrote “Riders of the Purple Sage”?
8. MYTHOLOGY: Hera was the sister and the wife of which Greek god?
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Flyers lost?
6. When was the last time there was
an all-South American men’s soccer
final in World Cup?
7. Against whom was Lennox
Lewis’ last heavyweight boxing title
fight?
Answers
1. California’s Dick Drago, on July
20, 1976.
2. Brett hit 137 triples; Rose, 135.
3. Wake Forest.
4. He was in nine NBA Finals, winning five.
5. Six consecutive series.
6. It was 1950, when Uruguay
defeated Brazil.
7. Current WBC heavyweight boxing champion Vitali Klitschko, in
2003.
© 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

© 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.

KFWS • MindGym

Joe Lake
Ashpalt
Answers
1. Terry Jacks. The singer is dying
and Repair
is saying goodbye to friends and
family. The song also was covered by
and 1987?

• On Feb. 6, 1820, the first organized
immigration of freed slaves from the
United States departs New York harbor on a journey to West Africa. The
immigration was largely the work of
the American Colonization Society.
However, the expedition also was partially funded by the U.S. Congress,
which appropriated $100,000 to be
used in returning displaced Africans.
• On Feb. 5, 1878, Andre Citroen,
later referred to as the Henry Ford of
France for developing his country’s
first mass-produced automobiles, is
born in Paris. Citroen allowed potential customers to take his vehicles for a
test drive — then a new concept — and
also let people buy on credit.
• On Feb. 4, 1938, Walt Disney
releases “Snow White and the Seven
Dwarfs,” his first full-length animated color feature. Naysayers warned
Disney that audiences wouldn’t sit
through a feature-length cartoon fantasy about dwarfs. In June 2008, the
American Film Institute chose it as the
No. 1 animated film of all time.
• On Feb. 3, 1959, rising American
rock stars Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens
and J.P. “The Big Bopper” Richardson are killed when their small plane
crashes in an Iowa cornfield. Singer
Don McLean memorialized the musicians in the 1972 hit “American Pie,”
which refers to “the day the music
died.”
• On Feb. 1, 1974, Ted Bundy kills
his second victim, marking Bundy as
a serial killer. That summer Bundy
attacked at least seven young women
in Washington. He was caught in 1977
in Florida and eventually confessed to
36 murders. He was executed in 1989.
• On Feb. 2, 1980, details of
ABSCAM, an FBI operation to uncover political corruption in the government, are released to the public. Thirty-one public officials were targeted
for investigation. In the operation,
FBI agents posed as representatives
of Abdul Enterprises, Ltd., a fictional
business owned by an Arab sheik.
• On Jan. 31, 1990, the Soviet
Union’s first McDonald’s fast-food
restaurant opens in Moscow. Throngs
of people line up to pay the equivalent
of several days’ wages for Big Macs,
shakes and french fries.
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Richmond, VA. (Jan. 18, 2011)
– Williamsville Wellness, a Hanover based gambling addiction
treatment center, the Family
Foundation and the Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy,
today announce their support of
Bill HB 1977, introduced by Delegate Thomas A. “Tag” Greason
(R-32).
If passed, the bill would create a special non-reverting fund
known as the Problem Gambling
Treatment Fund and would develop a plan for statewide prevention, education and treatment
of gambling addiction and other
problems related to gambling.
The House of Delegates General
Laws Committee will hear the
bill later in the Session.
“HB 1977 holds the power to
positively affect an incredible
number of Virginia families and
individuals harmed by problem gambling,” stated Greason.
“Gambling addiction is a harmful
disease that has been neglected
for far too long. It is imperative
that, with the help of the General

—2
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Winter bills

Cold winter leads to questions about electric bills
SVEC responds to customer queries about changes in winter bills
MT. CRAWFORD – Shenandoah Valley Electric Cooperative
(SVEC) wants to make members
aware that with the recent cold
temperatures, higher electric
bills could result due to increased
electric use. Wintertime usually means higher heating bills,
but the temperatures have been
remarkably cold recently, and
for longer periods of time. With
highs in the lower to mid 30s,
significant increases in electric
bills are possible strictly due to
increased use.
With temperatures staying at or
below the freezing mark, more
people stay inside, and more
electricity is being used to heat
homes and businesses, which
leads to higher total electric bills.
Rates have not increased for any
of SVEC’s member/owners during this time period. For those in
SVEC’s newly acquired service
area, as mandated by the State
Corporation Commission, rates
are exactly the same as those that
Allegheny Energy would have
charged had they continued to
serve the area. Higher bills customers may be encountering have
been a direct result of greater energy use.
Shenandoah Valley Electric Cooperative understands members’
concerns about these unusually
high bills. SVEC would like to
remind their members to control
energy use by being aware of how
much energy is being used, and
taking appropriate conservation
measures. Information about
how to best conserve energy is
on SVEC’s Web site at www.svec.
coop, and Energy Saver booklets
are available at all district offices.
(Chartered in 1936, SVEC serves
more than 90,000 member/owners’ accounts in the counties
of Augusta, Clarke, Frederick,
Highland, Page, Rockingham,
Shenandoah, and Warren in Virginia. Shenandoah Valley Electric
Cooperative was the first electric
cooperative chartered in Virginia.
It shares a new customer base in
Warren County with sister cooperative, Rappahannock Electric
Cooperative.)
(From a release)
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Times

Advertising Representative
The Sherando Times is currently searching for a top-notch
sales representative for Frederick County.
The ideal candidate would be organized and self-motivated.
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hours and meeting new people. Previous advertising sales
experience is a plus. The candidate must be dependable, reliable and be a self-starter. This is a commission-based position.
If you are poised and ready to take the next step in your
sales career, email:

angie@sherandotimes.com
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“I will miss the excitement…I will miss our annual picnics with all of our partners at farms in three states…I
will miss particularly our grooms and all the backstretch workers who are among the most important
people in horse racing. But mostly I will miss the horses.” - Malcolm Barr, Sr.

End of the ‘Run’

Hampshire Racing Stables comes to an end
21 years and 130 winners later, a racing partnership shuts its doors

A family affair - Malcolm
Barr of Rockland, president of Hampshire Racing & Breeding Partnerships, and wife Carol,
Hampshire secretary and
bookkeeper, helped make
“the sport of kings” more
accessible to the nonroyal and less than royally rich.
By Malcolm Barr, Sr.
Warren County Report
Walking away from the business
of Thoroughbred race horses that
I’ve enjoyed for 21 years is a most
difficult thing. I’ve quit the business twice. This time, I’ve quit for
good and our Hampshire Racing
and Breeding Partnerships will
soon be gone. I published my last
Hampshire Newsletter for our
remaining 18 clients. These racing fans are a small percentage of
those who remain from the 900 or
so we’ve introduced to the world
of “affordable” ownership of 150
or so race horses on the Mid-Atlantic seaboard since 1988.
I vacillate from the first person
singular pronoun “I” to the plural
“we” because there has been more
than just me in this decades long
venture although “I” have been
credited with carrying it along
the eight years we’ve lived in the
Valley, and drew for a time racing
fans from Front Royal when we
moved our tack to West Virginia
from Maryland.
Bill Joyce, then a fellow U.S. Justice Department employee, later
an administrative law judge at the
Immigration and Naturalization
Service, and me, co-founded our
venture, and realized our dream
starting in the late eighties. We
individually dabbled our feet in
the ownership waters, finding it
too expensive to go it alone. Joint
ownership of horses had, in any

The most successful of the 150 horses owned and raced by Hampshire Partnerships was Landler, seen here winning the $50,000 “Claiming Crown” in Minnesota.
event, started to become popular when we became a corporation,
(today, more than 75% of Thor- and Bill left the area for Boston in
oughbreds are owned by syn- 1997.
dicates) and we hopped on the
Altogether, we raced about
bandwagon. For a time, we were 580 times, won 130 races, hit
one of the more popular and well the board 60 percent of the time
known racing syndicates on the for about $700,000 in purse and
Maryland circuit (Laurel, Pimlico bonus money, and mostly went
and Timonium), later branching broke doing it! As one journalist
out and training horses at Phila- wrote about us in past years, “the
delphia Park, Colonial Downs in racing game is not for the faint of
Virginia, and Charles Town. We heart!”
also raced our horses at Saratoga,
Bill and I knew that, our partNew York; Minnesota; New Jer- ners knew it, but the fun was
sey (Atlantic City); Penn Nation- in the chase and that’s what we
al, PA.; and Delaware Park.
promised – fun, excitement, disThe other member of our team appointment (we won 130 of 580
was my wife Carol who stepped which means we lost 450 races
in as treasurer and
book
keeper
and
still
wound up with a winning
100%
loan
programs
still
available!

Interest Rates have Dropped Again!

statistic – 22 percent – that own-

ers, jockeys and trainers would
die for) and plenty to talk about
at our favorite hangouts and at
the occasional cocktail party.
While we brought many AARPqualified members into the sport,
we also attracted many 30-somethings. We made many close
friends over the years and even attracted the attention of President
Clinton’s mother (Ms. Virginia
Kelly), an avid race-goer. We also
had a member of President Reagan’s cabinet, Commerce Secretary Bill Verity, join our team.
As I look through our winner’s
circle photos (our most important product) I realize that most
of us were T-shirt wearing guys
and gals with limited disposable
income who wanted to live life
just a bit on the edge.
In all the years, just a trio of
horses threatened to take us “all
the way” and one did. Landler,

(540) 635-2156

2007 GMC Acadia SLT

AWD, Leather, HTD Seats, Hds up disp
37K Miles
#30657		

$27,772

2005 Ford F-250

Lariat, Diesel, Leather, Fully Loaded
91K Miles
# 306461

$23,472

Prices at an all time low! NOW is the time to BUY.

Call Crystal or Sandy TODAY!
Our Team
is mortgage
in the Top
5% nationwide!
Are you behind
on your
payment?
Owe more than it is
worth?
In
a situation
Stunning
Great
Location!
Back onChalet!
the Market!
Thisof pending foreclosure?
Whatever
circumstances,
Farm
3REMODELED
Bedrooms,
3 Fullthe
Baths,
2 house
car garage, please give us a call,
you do have other options, and we would like to help!
offers 3Lower
bedrooms
2Fireplace,
full
Finished
Level, inand
Stone
We
have experience
short
sales, deed in lieu of foreclosure, and
baths
and with
over
finished
are
familiar
and can negotiate for you. Call us
Paved
Road,
Notthe
on1200
aprocedures
Mountain,
Great
sq. ft. Priced below
recent
today
for
a free consultation!
Commuter
Location
REDUCED!
appraisal. $114,900 Thinking
Possibleof buying?
Call
more
information.
leasefor
purchase
option
available.
Interest
rates
are
at an all
time low. 100% loans are still available. Call
NEWforLISTING!
Gorgeousproperties.
5 acre building
lot with
today
a
list of available
Put our
teammountain
to work views.
for you!!
(owner
agent)

CALL CRYSTAL OR SANDY TODAY!!
3 BR, 2 Full Baths, 1468
sq ft, freshly painted, new
ÀRRULQJSULYDWHZRRGHG
setting on almost an acre!
$119,900

Paved road, close to Blue Ridge Shadows Golf Course. MUST SEE!

2010 Pontiac Vibe GT

2008 Chevrolet Trailblazer

GT, Leather, Full Power, Remote start
29K Miles

LT, 4WD, Full Power, Certified
31K Miles!

#590721

#30659

$16,552

$19,962

www.JEChevy.com

Invite Us In.
We Bring Results!

frontroyalproperty.com
Sandra
Sandra Brookman-Strickler
Crystal Cubbage-Elliott
Cubbage-Elliott
Crystal

540-671-5850

crystalcubbage@mris.com

540-671-0020

brookman@email.com

9 Commerce Avenue • Front Royal, VA 22630
Tax, tags, title extra, plus $95 processing fee.
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End of the ‘Run’

West Hampshire Way was the last of the Hampshire’s home-bred horses and the
last winner for the Barrs and their partners at Charles Town in July 2009.
a $7,500 purchase in January
2003, got us to our equivalent of
the Kentucky Derby - the annual
Claiming Crown meet every July
at Canterbury Park, MN - where
we won by a nose and, for a few
hours at least, had the fastest
horse of his class in North America. Landler also appeared on
the Preakness undercard (a trophy winner that day) and won us
about $140,000 in less than a year
from races in Minnesota, Delaware, Maryland and Virginia.
The other two were mother and
son, Probably The One, a $6,500
claim (purchase) earlier in the
decade. This mare also beat the
$100,000 mark. We retired her
and bred her. All four of her offspring beat the odds and raced
to the winner’s circle (hence the
name of my book, “1,000 to 1!

Claiming Breeding and Racing
Thoroughbreds on a Shoestring
- and Beating the Odds” published in 2006 by Authorhouse
of Bloomington, IN and Milton
Keynes, UK). Her son, Probably’s
Devil, was a multiple winner and
got us to the Valhalla of Thoroughbred racing, Saratoga, NY,
but lost there to 2002 Eclipse
Award Sprint Category winner,
Orientate.
Four of us, over the years, took
a flyer and either individually or
together joined syndicates in the
UK and France, making it out to
races such as the English Derby
at Epsom Downs, Royal Ascot, or
the great tracks of France, where
we had expensive but minimal interests in horses with great blood
lines but all of the similar infirmities that plague even the cheapest

of race horses that competed for
us on American tracks. Nevertheless, even an 11th place finish
out of 16 in the English Derby
(by Brancaster), dressed up in
top hats and morning suits, was
an unforgettable adventure. No
more so, however, than returning to Charles Town the following week to win a $5,000 claiming
race with Indian Sprout and local
trainer Jeff Runco.
It isn’t easy to remember all our
horses, but the first we owned
and raced was named Duke Toby
and the jockey was the future
Hall of Famer, Kent Desormeaux
– he won. Our last winner was
another home bred from a different mare, Oskaloosa, called West
Hampshire Way. Trained by Tina
Malgarini-Mawing in West Vir-

The cover of Malcolm Barr’s book about his thoroughbred horse racing experiences, “1000 to 1 – Claiming,
Breeding and Racing Thoroughbreds on a Shoestring
– and Beating the Odds”.
ginia and ridden by her husband,
journeyman Charles Town jockey
Anthony Mawing, “Westy” was
to become our 130th, and last,
winner.
Among those attracted by the
Hampshire over our years in the
Valley were former RandolphMacon Academy science teacher
Marie Draus, now Marie Rosperich, who is raising horses on
Stonewall Farm with husband

Jerry in the Charles Town area;
Ken Lowe III, fellow Rotarian of
Shepherdstown, WV, prominent
hotel owner and current chairman of the Charles Town Horsemen’s Benevolent and Protective
Association; Richard Armstrong,
formerly R-MA and now a local
public high school teacher; Gary
Buckley of Front Royal, a Fairfax
county employee; Dr. Mary Ellen Brown, DVM; George Hagle
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Reliance Woods
Choice home sites
available at drastic price
reductions to savvy
buyers who act quickly.

We are now accepting
part time

Build now or later using
our suggested builders
or yours. All lots have
approved perc sites and
are ready to go.

Connie Smallwood
www.reliancewoods.com • 540.551.2162

For more information please call: The First Baptist Church Theresa C. Nether’s at 540-635-6668
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End of the ‘Run’
of Middletown; and, some years
ago, Bill Powers of Rockland;
Mike Silek, Warren Brown, Nancy LeHew, Carolyn Armstrong,
David Wines, Joe Hall, all of
Front Royal, and Bryan Stotler of
Winchester.
We’ve employed seven trainers, including Maryland’s top
conditioner for many years, Dale
Capuano, who got us into the
game and trained for us for 17
years. His father, Philip, coached
me in the breeding business. Our
last trainer of record is Tina Malgarini-Mawing. Among our jockeys – in addition to current Hall
of Famer Desormeaux; Edgar
Prado, also in the Racing Hall of
Fame; Travis Dunkelberger, top
jock in West Virginia now and,
it seems, forever; four “Eclipse”
award winners for best apprentice
jockeys in the nation, including
Ryan Fogelsonger, whom I taught
to successfully play blackjack and
who rode Landler to his Claiming
Crown victory in Minnesota.
Stepping down from the presidency of Hampshire Alliance,
Inc., (formerly Hampshire Racing
Partnerships - we formally folded
our tent on Dec. 31) is traumatic
for me and perhaps a sorry day
for our remaining partners, many
of whom have been with us for
years. Why now? Well, 77 seems
to be a good age to step down.
Also the recession makes the
business more difficult (although
we did survive two economic
downturns). I guess it’s easier to
say that it’s time to go.
What will I miss? I will miss,
and do thank, the horses – handsome animals, big hearts, gentle
in nature, fierce on the race track
and competitive to the last. It’s
been a great ride, and I’m grateful
to them all, from our first, Duke
Toby, to our last, West Hampshire Way, and all of the others in
between.
I will miss the excitement of
seeing our horses thundering out
of the gate and past the winning
post. I will miss my occasional
visits to their stalls with carrots
and camera on weekend afternoons, or watching them train
in the early morning hours. I will
miss our annual picnics with all
of our partners at farms in three
states, our trips to South Carolina where we wintered several
of the better guys. I will miss
particularly our grooms and hot
walkers and all the backstretch
workers who, behind the scenes,

are among the most important
people in horse racing.
But mostly I will miss the horses.
(Malcolm Barr, Sr., of Rockland,
a former journalist, writes frequently for WC Report, mostly
about other people. His interest

in animals continues. He is president of the Humane Society of
Warren County, and recently was
honored by his dog breed organization, The Japanese Chin Club
of America, for 35-years of membership, and his work in animal,
Japanese Chin, rescue).
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WIN $25

iBuyFrontRoyal Cash Drawing on January 31st,2011
Name:_______________________________________
Address:_____________________________________
Email:_______________________________________
Phone:_______________________________________
Dropoff at Royal Oak Computers—1 entry per person
No purchase necessary - All information must be
filled out and legible. Coupons available at all
Merchants listed on these pages.

215 East Main Street Front Royal Va

540-635-3556






Not to be combined with any other offers Expires: 1/31/11

Gourmet
Delights
Gifts and Framing





One coupon per purchase
Not to be combined with any other offers
Expires: 1//31/11

Beth Medved
Waller, Inc









One coupon per purchase
Not to be combined with any other offers
Expires: 1/31/11




204 E Main Street 635-8610
John Paul Strain Prints
Local Art
Gift Baskets
Shipping Available!!
(Offers Expire 1/31/2011)

20% Off
All Pottery!




Limited Supply of “Old” Warren County
High School Print by Terri Nicholson!

203 E Main Street 635-7064
www.royaloakcomputers.com

9816 Winchester Rd Front Royal, Va 540-636-2820



$20 Off Service Fee

Virus & Threat Removal, Tune-Up, Any Service Type
One coupon per purchase— must present before service begins
Not to be combined with any other offers
Expires: 1/31/11

Resolve to be Fit in 2011!!
Get a Couples Membership as Low As

$30 Monthly Fee per Person
With any 18-month Membership

The Area’s Only Heated Indoor Pool!

Coupons cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires 1/31/2011

540-671-6145
bethwaller@mris.com

Top Producer 2007-2010
#1 Agent in Sales and
Sold Listings

DON’T LET THIS MARKET
PASS YOU BUY!
Thanks to the community and our volunteers for
helping the United Way meet its Campaign Goal of
$95,000! As the Campaign Chair, I’ve been inspired by the generosity of FR/WC—THANK YOU!
Thanks for another great year!
#1 again with 9.5 million SOLD in 2010!

Shop Local & Save Money!!
Every dollar spent with a local business
stays in the community!
For every $100 spent at a national chain store,
only $14 remains in the community.
So, buy local and help improve your community!
Win $25 in this month’s drawing..
See website for details.

Look us up online at ibuyfrontroyal.com

For advertising rates contact - info@ibuyFrontRoyal.com

Report from Richmond: 2011
Delegate Clay Athey, R-18th Legislative District

Greetings from your Delegate to the Virginia General Assembly. This week over 2,000
bills have been filed by Delegates and Senators throughout the Commonwealth of Virginia.
Governor Bob McDonnell gave his second
speech to a Joint Session of the General Assembly last Wednesday. My colleagues and
I will spend much of the session considering
thousands of bills and amendments to the
state’s two-year, $78 billion budget.
I was also re-appointed by the House Speaker to serve as Vice-Chairman of the House

Courts of Justice Committee. The Courts of
Justice Committee is recognized along with
the Appropriations Committee as one of the
two most powerful standing committees in
the Virginia House of Delegates and I am appreciative of being selected by the Speaker to
serve as its Vice-Chairman.
As Chairman of the Court’s Civil Law Subcommittee, I am afforded the privilege of
overseeing all proposed changes to Virginia
Civil Laws. Since the House Courts of Justice
Committee hears over sixty percent of all the
bills introduced in any legislative session and
also recommends to the General Assembly all
the appointments to vacancies in the Virginia
Judiciary, that role alone keeps me very busy
year round.
In addition, I was re-appointed to serve
on the House Education Committee, where
I will serve as Chairman of its Students and
Day Care Sub-Committee. The House Education Committee oversees K-12 Public Schools
and Higher Education in Virginia and as a
Virginia Community College graduate, I take
particular interest in all areas of education.
I was also re-appointed to the Health, Welfare and Institutions Committee which oversees all laws relating to healthcare in Virginia
as well the Militia, Police, and Public Safety

Committee which oversees law enforcement
agencies throughout Virginia. Thus, I am one
of only a few senior delegates that serve on
four Standing Committees in the House of
Delegates.
I was also re-elected by my peers as Chairman of the House Policy Committee which
works to develop numerous proposals to
reform Virginia’s government and hopefully
strengthen a myriad of Virginia statutory
laws each legislative session.
Jobs and the state of our economy in the
Commonwealth will be the major focus of the
2011 General Assembly Session and over the
coming weeks in this column, I hope to also
share with my constituents many other public policy proposals which seek to streamline
state government through reform and cost
cutting of non-essential services.
As always, I thank you for the opportunity
to serve in the Oldest Deliberative body in the
New World. Just sitting at my desk on the floor
of the Capitol designed by Thomas Jefferson
is both awe inspiring and very humbling for
a boy who grew up at 326 Duncan Avenue in
Viscose City. During session, I can be reached
at 1-804-698-1018 or Email delcathey@house.
virginia.gov
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McCoy’s Cookie Jars
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The “Classics” of Country
Music can be found on

540-635-4000 • 800-296-0044
Rt. 619 & Corner of Airport Rd • Front Royal

Creative Touch

Experienced staff
Family Owned &
Operated Since 1995

“Quality Work,
at a price you
can afford!”

Paint & Drywall
Excellent References

• Custom Colors
• Wallpaper
Removal
• Drywall Repair
• Stain & Sealant
Application
• Cabinet painting
• Rental Repaints
• Water & Fire
Damage

• Licensed/Insured
• Interior/Exterior
• Commercial
• Industrial
• Residential

Now Booking

Interiors with
Lower Winter Rates!

(540) 636 - 6032

Your Hometown Station for over
60 Years is proud to be the
home of all the Country Classics.
Johnny Cash, Reba McEntire, Garth Brooks,
Willie Nelson, Waylon Jennings, Patsy Cline, Alabama,
George Jones, Barbara Mandrell, Tammy Wynette, Mickey
Gilley, Ronnie Milsap, George Strait,
Merle Haggard, Johnny Paycheck, Dolly Parton,
Marty Robbins, Kenny Rogers, The Oak Ridge Boys,
Alan Jackson, Mel Tillis, Tanya Tucker, Eddie Rabbitt, Charlie
Pride, The Judds, Vince Gill, Hank Williams, Jr., Conway
Twitty, Randy Travis, Crystal Gayle,
and many more!

The home of the award winning News at Noon and
The Valley Today Programs, the best music, local
news, up-to-date weather with local meteorologist
Kemp Miller, Warren County and
Skyline High School sports…
Simply Cedar Log Homes • Linden, VA • www.SimplyCedarLogs.com
For more information on beautiful, energyefficient cedar log homes call Simply Cedar
Log Homes at (540) 636-8400 or email us at
simplycedarlogs@aol.com

It’s all right here!!
Serving Front Royal and Warren County since 1948
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County

County cuts the ribbon on new community center
Old Samuels Library reborn to all-age recreation and educational uses

County Adminstrator Doug Stanley lauded all involved in realizing the future community use of the
old library.

A new look to the entrance of the former Samuels Public Library.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
On Jan. 17, local officials greeted
federal and state guests as the
ribbon was officially cut to open a
new Warren County Community
Center and educational support
building renovated out of the
original Samuels Public Library
off Villa Avenue near Kendrick
Lane.
In his remarks closing the event,

County Administrator Doug
Stanley acknowledged the work
of those who spoke before him
and others in achieving the renovation and continued use of the
building for a positive community purpose.
“A project of this magnitude literally takes hundreds of hours of
staff time to pull off,” Stanley told
a crowd comprised of many who
put in those hours. “Our staff
worked with the architects and

Move-in Ready In-Town Properties!
OFFICE:
(540) 622-6353

$165,000
SUE’S CELL: 3 BR, 1.5 Bath Brick Home
(540) 683-1014 Fully Finished Basement,
on a culdesac with great yard!

Lucky Star

1126 Summit Ave. Front Royal
$159,900
3 BR, 1 Bath Brick Home
Fully Renovated with High-End
Touches, Gourmet Kitchen!

County Adminstrator Doug Stanley lauded all involved in realizing the future community use of the
old library.
AN INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED LICENSEE OF LONG & F O S T E R

Front Royal’s

FAVORITE
MUSIC VENUE
Jan. 21 - No Drama

Lounge
Open
Monday
through
friday

FAX:
(540) 622-6364
JEFF’S CELL:
(540) 551-2245 4 Evelyn Ct. Front Royal

contractors on the design of the
facility, approvals had to be obtained from the Town of Front
Royal, and two federal grants had
to be managed. To complicate
things further, we ran into significant difficulties with the renovation of the building,” Stanley

acknowledged.
A major problem was the discovery of mold within the building’s
old HVAC system that delayed
work to assure the safety of all
within the confines of the building’s new incarnation.
“The Warren County Building
Inspections Department also
played a critical role on this project,” Stanley noted. “Building
Official David Beahm and our
Clerk of the Works Jeff Hayes
have worked side by side with
our contractor and the architect
to make sure that we received
what we paid for and to provide
us with a building that will serve
this community for many years to

at 11 AM
Saturday
at 1
Lunch and Dinner Specials
and Live Entertainment
Patio
Dining

CD RELEASE PARTY!
Jan. 22 - Walls of Clay
Jan. 24 - Ralph Fortune
Jan. 25 - Tim Walls
Jan. 26 - Mark T
Jan. 27 - TBA
Jan. 28 - Blues Condition
Jan. 29 - Band of Unknown
		
Origin
Jan. 31 - TBA
Feb. 1 - Tim Walls
Feb. 2 - Ralph Fortune
Feb. 3 - Dennick Moon

come … and I want to thank Tony
Bell, Josh Bennett, Chris Rea and
other staff of Moseley Architects
for their hard work to steer us
through this process. The quality
design that you see here today is a
direct result of their efforts.”
Stanley then echoed Board of Supervisors Chairman Archie Fox
in thanking the 10th District’s
Congressional representative for
his support in Washington.
“As Chairman Fox mentioned,
Congressman Frank Wolf – without Congressman Wolf ’s help to
secure two federal grants totaling
$690,000 we would not be here
today cutting the ribbon on this
beautiful facility. Congressman,

Come
check out
our
awesome
new menu!
Monday Night
Trivia at 8pm

Join us every
THURSDAY for
CRABCAKES!

205A East Main Street, Front Royal
540-635-5297
Visit us online at www.zen2go.net
or www.myspace.com/luckystarlounge
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County
E M P L O Y M E N T

The Sherando Times
Advertising Representative
The Sherando Times is currently searching for a top-notch sales representative for Frederick County.
The ideal candidate would be organized and self-motivated. Great people
skills and a professional demeanor are key. This individual should enjoy the
freedom of setting his or her own hours and meeting new people. Previous
advertising sales experience is a plus. The candidate must be dependable,
reliable and be a self-starter. This is a commission-based position.
If you are poised and ready to take the next step in your sales career,
please contact Angie Buterakos:

angie@sherandotimes.com

The ribbon-cutting crowd mingles in the refurbished lobby.
you have always been there for
Warren County when we have
needed you, and we offer our
most sincere thank you for your
continued assistance.
“Thanks to Brandy Rosser for
her efforts in managing the two
grants for the project,” Stanley
said in acknowledging the county
end of that grant process. “The
average person will never know
the countless hours spent on
grant reports and reimbursement
requests … [and] we thank Deputy County Administrator Bob

Childress, his predecessor Dick
Magnifico and Parks and Recreation Director Dan Lenz for their
efforts in overseeing and managing the project, especially in the
early stages of putting data together for the grant applications
and developing a clear concept of
what the facility needed to provide to our community.”
“The dream of having a community center for all ages in Warren
County has finally become a reality!” Parks & Rec Director Dan
Lenz said.
“The completion of this Commu-

nity Center has truly been a team
effort and I am extremely proud of
the way our team has performed.
Through the adversity and difficulty of the project to the conclusion today, our staff has always
put forth their best efforts and I
believe those efforts are reflected
in the quality of the facility that
we give to Warren County today.
I, along with the rest of the county staff, look forward to watching
this facility serve the Front Royal-Warren County community,”
Stanley concluded.

Fresh Kielbasa is Back!!
Try our 2 Fat Butchers mild Sausage
Check out our Fresh Meat Pkg!
Pulled Pork BBQ Sandwich

only $2.99

10th District Delegate
Frank Wolf was instrumental in helping secure $690,000 in federal
grants for the renovation
of the new community
center.

239 C. South Street
Front Royal, VA 22630

Phone: 540-635-6900
Fax: 540-635-1900

twofatbutchers.com

Who Says Homes
Aren’t Selling?
Ken Evans

540-683-9680
kenevans@mris.com

Sharon Cales

540-683-1370
sharoncales@earthlink.net

Interest rates at a 56 year low!
Listing inventory rises. It’s the best
home buyers market in decades.
Don’t miss out! Call us today! We
still have $0 down payment
and $0 closing cost
loans available!
Weichert Realtors
824 John Marshall Hwy
Front Royal, VA 22630
Lis. in Virginia & West Virginia, USA
540-683-9680 Direct • 540-683-1370 Mobile
See all the homes listed for sale in our area at:

www.WarrenHomes.info

It’s the best home BUYERS market in decades. Let us show you how to
get the best deal on the market & Oh, by the
way, who do you know that may need help with
buying or selling a home? Please send us their
names and numbers so we can help them too.
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Front Royal-Warren County Chamber of Commerce
REALITY STORE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The Chamber’s Education Committee is
coordinating the “Reality Store” for all sophomores at Warren County and Skyline High
Schools. The Reality Store will take place
at Warren County High School on Tuesday,
February 22nd and Skyline High School on
Wednesday, February 23rd from 8:30 a.m.
until 11::30 a.m. on both days. The Reality
Store provides students with a look at life
after high school and helps teach a valuable lesson on the importance of further
education. Volunteers are needed for both
days. Contact the Chamber at 635-3185 or
info@frontroyalchamber.com to volunteer
or for more information.
CHAMBER SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM
Sponsorship has its privileges! Your
Chamber has sponsorship packages designed with our members’ needs in mind.
Sponsorship opportunities are available for
all members, small or large. Contact the
Chamber at 635-3185 or info@frontroyalchamber.com for more information. Sponsorships are offered on a first-come, firstserve basis and are selling fast! Contact
us today to reserve your space.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR CHAMBER DAY AT THE CAPITOL
Join us for “Chamber Day at the Capitol”
on Wednesday, January 26th. This is your
opportunity to travel to Richmond and hear
from the Governor, Lt. Governor, Attorney
General and others about issues facing
businesses and the Commonwealth of
Virginia. You will also have the opportunity
to meet with our state representatives and
discuss issues/concerns and make suggestions. Please contact Niki at nfoster@
frontroyalchamber.com or 635-3185 if you
are interested in attending “Chamber Day
at the Capitol” and watch for additional details soon!
I DO BRIDAL SHOWCASE
If weddings are a part of your business,
then your business needs to be a part of
the 2011 “I Do” Bridal Showcase. At the
Bridal Showcase, you will be in direct contact with many brides searching for all sorts
of services. You can display your products/
services for them to see, taste and/or experience. Your display space will allow you
to set an atmosphere for on-the-spot consultations and planning. The “I Do” Bridal
Showcase is where you and your business
need to be. The “I Do” Bridal Showcase
will be held on Sunday, February 27th at
Bowling Green Country Club from 11am
until 3pm. Anyone registering before January 14th receives a 10% discount. Contact

Pam at priffle@frontroyalchamber.com or
call the Chamber at 635-3185 for more
information. The “I Do” Bridal Showcase
is sponsored by Bowling Green Country
Club.
WARREN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
The Warren County Sheriff’s Office Community Public Safety Program is scheduled
to begin on February 8, 2011. The program
will run for ten weeks on Tuesday nights
from 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Representatives from the Warren County Sheriff’s office and Warren County Fire and Rescue
will provide an in-depth overview of the
operations and responsibilities of Warren
County Public Safety. Highly trained and
experienced Warren County deputies and
fire/rescue personnel will provide presentations and demonstration on law specialized
operations. Interested citizens may obtain
applications for program participation at the
Warren County Sheriff’s Office public assistance window, 23 East Jackson Street,
Front Royal. The class size is limited to
a maximum of 15. If you have questions
regarding this program please contact
Deputy Larry Funk at the Warren County
Sheriff’s D.A.R.E. office at 540 635-0399 or
email wcdare@warrencountysheriff.org
MEMBER NEWS
Houlihan’s Restaurant + Bar – Join Houlihan’s all this month and try our MEALIO
DEALIO !!!! 3 Courses from $11.95 to
$16.95 Includes Soup or Salad, Limited
Entree’s And Dessert !! Dine in only, and
may not be combined with any other offers.
Front Royal location only, Expires 1/31/11.
Don’t forget to order your Super Bowl Sunday Party Platters from Houlihan’s. This
year they are offering 20 jumbo stuffed
SHROOMS or 30 Buffalo or our special
Thai Wings. Each platter costs $19.95.
Call to place your orders 540-631-3045.
Only two weeks left to apply for a Dare to
Dream Grant! The Front Royal Women’s
Resource Center offer grants ranging in
amounts form $500 - $1,000 annually.
Any woman, age 18 years and older and
a resident of Warren County may apply.
The grant’s goal is to provide women with
an opportunity to take a bold step forward
in their lives or to support the momentum
if they are already on their way. Past applicants have used their grants to attend
classes at Lord Fairfax Community College, purchase computers, buy books,
attend beauty school, create a garden for
hospice patients, start a business or create
a non-profit. Applications can be picked
up at Royal Oak Bookshop, or at the Front
Royal Women’s Resource Center office on
Wednesday mornings (316 N. Royal Avenue, upstairs from St. Luke’s Clinic). You

may also call or email the office for a copy
( 540-636-7007; wrc@frwrc.org) or download one from our website (www.frwrc.org).
The application deadline is FEBRUARY
1, 2011. All entries MUST BE MAILED to
our office at PO Box 1748, Front Royal,
VA 22630 and MUST BE POSTMARKED
by 5PM on February 1st. Finalists will be
interviewed and winners will be announced
in March of 2011. Do you want to empower
women in our community? The FRWRC
needs your help. Join the Front Royal
Women’s Resource Center at their Winter
Membership Mixer Tuesday, February 8,
2011, 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. at Samuels Public
Library. Come gather with their wonderful
members and find out how you can help
impact the lives of women in our community. Wine, hors d’oeuvers and beverages
will be provided. Bring an old friend, bring
a new friend, join them for this fun & casual
evening. *Snow date: Tuesday, February
22
On January 23rd from 1-3 p.m., Wakefield
Country Day School invites all families to
come for a tour and enjoy some refreshments. WCDS is a private college preparatory PS-12th grade day school offering
a rigorous classical education focusing on
both character and intellect. WCDS has an
unbroken tradition of 100% 4-year college
acceptance and their 23 2010 graduates
received over $1.2 million in merit scholarship offers. Come see what a Wakefield
Country Day School education could mean
for your child. WCDS is located at 1059
Zachary Taylor Highway, Flint Hill, VA
22627 ~ (540) 635-8555 ext. 227 ~ www.
wakefieldcds.org ~ bus service available
from 8 area counties.
Open House, Sunday, January 30, 2011, 1
PM to 3:30 PM at Mountain Laurel Montessori School, 155 Biggs Dr., Front Royal and
Mountain Laurel Montessori Farm School,
23 Sunny Slope Ln., Flint Hill. Please join
us to meet the teachers, tour the school,
and learn about Montessori education from
birth through 9th grade. Mountain Laurel
students gain knowledge through experience, confidence through leadership, and
compassion through community service.
Please join us at our Open House to witness Montessori education in action! Visit
MountainLaurelMontessori.org or call (540)
636-4257 for more information.
The Quality Inn Skyline Drive: Hearts
Abound during our Valentine’s Day Special the week of February 11 – 15, 2011.
$75.00 + tax for a warm and cozy room
and a bottle of wine for you and your honey.
Call today 540-635-3161 and reserve your
special Valentine’s Day room. In the morning, enjoy a complimentary hot breakfast,
including eggs, bacon, breads, pastries,
fresh fruit, cereal, juice, tea and coffee.

Quality Inn is ready to fill all of your hotel
lodging needs. Whether you need a room
for one or a room for four plus Fido. We
have a room for you. We offer free WiFi,
free in-room safe, spacious work desk, expanded cable (with free HBO, ESPN, and
ESPN2), refrigerators and microwaves in
all rooms, exercise room, picnic area and
seasonal outdoor pool. Call to see how
they can serve you. For more information
please view - http://www.qualityinn-frontroyal.com/ or call 540-635-3161. Facebook: Quality Inn Front Royal.

for the ladies in the crowd. For our ladies,
the newest Vera Bradley Release just arrived and is out for your choosing. Dinners
from pot pie, roast beef, meatloaf and so
on are satisfying the local need for great
food on these cold nights. Stop on by and
warm your toes. The Apple House supports
the new CHAMBER MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
and encourages anyone to join who wants
to help promote better business understanding locally and promotion of our wonderful community. Last but not least, may
the Stink Bug in your day fly away!!!!!!!!!

The 2011 Shenrapawa District Corporate
Pinewood Derby will be held Saturday,
February 26th, at the Blue Ridge Shadows
Golf Club. Please contact Joe Parajecki at
262-957-7546 if you would like to race. All
proceeds to benefit the Friends of Scouting for the Shenandoah Area Council, Boy
Scouts of America.

The Salvation Army’s $100,000 objective
was achieved thanks to everyone ‘s efforts.
Lts. Pradeep and Pricilla Ramaji want to
express their heartfelt appreciation to all of
the caring community of Front Royal. Again,
to the Chamber, the Business Community,
WZRV’s Joe Woodall & Mario Retrosi, The
Warren Sentinel, all the organizations and
groups who rang the bell, and to the entire
community of Front Royal-Warren County.
Thank you…thank you…thank you!

The Hampton Inn in Front Royal is running an ongoing WINTER WONDERLAND
SPECIAL for the months of January and
February. Drop by for the night or stay a
whole weekend! Enjoy their Cloud Nine
Bedding, relax in their updated lobby, take
a swim in the pool, and eat a complimentary hot breakfast. Please call 540-635-1882
for reservations. To make your Valentine’s
Day extra special, bring your sweetie and
stay the night. Only $99.00 for a fluffy king
bed sprinkled with rose petals, a chocolate
treat, and hot breakfast in the morning!
(standard room only, suites at additional
cost) Offer good February 12-14. Call
540-635-1882 to make your reservation
today!
The United Way of Front Royal/Warren
County is proud and pleased to announce
that it has met and exceeded by 3% its
2010 Campaign goal of $95,000. This
marks only the first time since 2006 that
the local United Way, which serves only
Warren County, has met its stated campaign goal. The United Way funds 12 local health and human service groups, and
this success means that each agency will
be assured of allocations which will assist
them in providing the safety net of human
services so essential for the citizens of
Front Royal and Warren County. People in
Warren County understood the need and,
despite the economy, they came through
for their neighbors with flying colors. The
United Way cannot express their gratitude
to their volunteer Campaign Chair, Beth
Medved Waller, and everyone in Front
Royal and Warren County for giving them
this huge success just at the time it is most
badly needed.
The Apple House has a new shipment of
Flair Hair hats. These are great for those of
us who are a little thin on top. Very dapper

What if you took the best of Facebook and
Craigslist and made it local? Announcing
MyFrontRoyal.com. Front Royal and Warren County have an exciting new website
designed for local people, groups and businesses to meet and learn about each other.
My Front Royal.com offers the following:
- Profiles for businesses, groups, bands
and individuals. Photos can be shared and
blogs can be posted.
- A community calendar anyone can post
to. Let people know about a government
meeting, church picnic, sports event or
even your birthday bash! Having a huge
sale? Post it.
- Chat in the community chat room or have
a one-on-one chat with a friend.
- Post a classified ad for yourself or business.
- Let us know what you think about any
topic in the forums and rants and raves.
Best of all everything is free. Even the classifieds. Even for businesses. Free. MyFrontRoyal.com is still growing and will add
even more features soon. Come join us as
we create a new fun place for Front Royal
and Warren County. We want to grow with
you.

COUNTY OF WARREN
Tuesday, January 18th, 7 p.m. at the Government Center

TOWN OF FRONT ROYAL
Monday, January 24th, 7 p.m. at the Government Center

Read all issues in their entirety FREE on www.WarrenCountyReport.com

To advertise in Warren County Report:
Contact Alison at alisond@warrencountyreport.com • 540-551-2072
or Angie Buterakos at angie@warrencountyreport.com - 540-683-9197

Late January, 2011 • Warren County Report • Page 35

Diversions

Page 36 • Warren County Report • Late January, 2011

Kids page

Read all issues in their entirety FREE on www.WarrenCountyReport.com

Sponsor the Kids Page! Call Alison Duvall
540-551-2072 • alisond@warrencountyreport.com

Sponsor the Kids Page!
Call Dan McDermott
540-636-1014 • editor@warrencountyreport.com

Read all issues in their entirety FREE on www.WarrenCountyReport.com

To advertise in Warren County Report:
Contact Alison at alisond@warrencountyreport.com • 540-551-2072
or Angie Buterakos at angie@warrencountyreport.com - 540-683-9197

Late January, 2011 • Warren County Report • Page 37

Diversions

Page 38 • Warren County Report • Late January, 2011

Read all issues in their entirety FREE on www.WarrenCountyReport.com

To advertise in Warren County Report:
Contact Alison at alisond@warrencountyreport.com • 540-551-2072
or Angie Buterakos at angie@warrencountyreport.com - 540-683-9197

Ask Stewart
Dear Stewart,
I recently bought a few wooded
acres that had a big area cleared for
construction. I would now like to
restore some of the benefits of the
trees that were lost. Any tips on how
to start?
Bill, near Chester Gap
Hey Bill,

Ask
Stewart

You definitely are well informed
to know that you lost a lot when
your land was cleared. You have the
right idea to begin reestablishing a
productive landscape--productive
for yourself and productive for the
environment. There will likely be a
number of questions you will want
to answer for yourself before you do
anything. For example, what spe-

cific benefits do you want to restore?
What new benefits do you want to
introduce? A plan is important.
Considering that a large-scale
clearing of the land is a major environmental disturbance and can take
decades to restore, you might want
to think about a plan that will give
results in phases. In the short term,
you could introduce shade, fruit
and nut trees for yourself and wildlife (ahem!), ornamentals, provide
habitat for wildlife, or just develop
a beautiful four-season landscape.
If you are on a slope, I assume your
contractor over seeded with grass after construction, a common practice,
to immediately hold the soil. If not,
you will want to address that right
away. You might also be interested
in longer-term goals, such as helping
protect ground water through root
filtrations, providing a tree canopy

that contributes to good air quality
through the trees’ natural biological
processes, restore some lost species
of trees, introduce new ones for diversity, or manage water runoff from
storms. It is important to start with
having some goals and then planning on how to achieve them. Keep
yourself and the next generation in
the picture of this long process. Getting your land back in balance with
nature will take a long time. But you
are doing the right thing.
Once you know what your goals
are, help is available from certified
arborists, landscape designers, and
foresters. The local extension office
and nurseries that offer professional
help are also worth consulting. If you
are a do-it-yourselfer, use your favorite search engine to plow through the
internet. There are loads of websites
packed with useful free information.

Whether you do the work yourself
or call in the professionals, the end
result will be your call. What an
awesome legacy to leave the future
generations.

•••

Stewart

The Front Royal/Warren County Tree
Steward program began in 1997 with
volunteers dedicated to improving
the health of trees by providing educational programs, tree planting and
care demonstrations, and tree maintenance throughout the community. The
group now consists of over 30 active
members with several interns working toward becoming certified tree
stewards from our annual “All About
Trees Class”. Each month Stewart will
answer a question from our readers.
Please forward it to “Stewart” in care
of treesfrontroyal@comcast.net and
we may publish it in a future issue..

Humane Society of Warren County
Monday thru Sunday 10 am to 4 pm- Closed Wednesdays • 1245 Progress Drive, Front Royal, VA • 540-635-4734 • humanesocietywc@gmail.com

Please ask about our low cost spay and neuter program. Please be sure your pets at home are spayed/neutered
and up to date on vaccinations. Check out our other adoptable pets on

www.warrenco.petfinder.com

540 635-4734

is a 1 year old female Pitbull. She came to the
shelter as a stray and is very playful and energetic.
Snickerdoodle

Snickerdoodle’s ad sponsored by:

Martins Foods
409 South St.
Front Royal
540-635-2249

er mix. She’s a very sweet puppy
and likes other dogs.

is a 2 year old female
Belgian Malinois mix. She’s very
playful and good with other dogs.

Holly’s ad sponsored by:

Miss Kitka’s ad sponsored by:

Holly is 4 month old female Box-

Wanda Snead
Property Management
Serving the area for 16 years
Sam Snead Realty
540-635-9753
SamSneadRealty.com

Miss Kitka

Parkers
Automotive &
Towing
226 E. 7th St.
Front Royal

“We Count On Our Tows!”

Christian is a 2 year old male
Pitbull/Shar Pei mix. He spent
several months living as a stray
before he came to us. He’s very
sweet and just needs a family to
love him.

Christian’s ad sponsored by:

540-636-1640

marksonderproductions.com
(Yes! Mark has “Lucky”
the dog from the WCHS.)

If you are interested in adopting one of our dogs, the adoption fee is $145 and includes the spay/neuter, vaccinations, microchip, flea/tick treatment and deworming. Thank you for your support of the
Humane Society. With your help we have been able to place thousands of animals in good homes. Contact Alison @ 540-551-2072 if you would like to become a pet sponsor too!
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Fri Jan 21, 2011
Forecast for 22630 (29° | 14°)
2pm - 5pm Vino E Formaggio
Wine Tasting. 124 E. Main
Street. Always Free, Always
Fun!
www.vinoeformaggio.
com (540) 635-2812
Sat Jan 22, 2011
Forecast for 22630 (29° | 17°)
8am - 4pm Warren County
Fair Flea Market. Warren
County Fairgrounds.
For
more information: (540) 6355827 http://www.warrencountyfair.com/15.html.
9am - 3pm Volleyball Camp.
Warren County Middle School
Front Royal. The Warren
County Parks and Recreation
Department in conjunction
with Warren County Middle
School will be sponsoring a
Volleyball Camp today. Cost
is $25.00/participant. For
more information please contact Coach Brill at (540) 6354036 or via e-mail at cbrill@
wcps.k12.va.us.Registration
forms are available at the
Warren County Parks and
Recreation Office.
2pm - 3pm Library Event.
Samuels Public Library in
Front Royal. Today is “Manga
Meet Up”. Come in to discuss

Let me haul
away your
junk metal
for FREE!

Manga favorites, showcase
collectibles and meet others
with your interest. For ages
10 and up. Please register.
4pm-8pm Saturday Evenings
at the Movies. Riverton United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall. Double feature with
dinner- bring a comfy cushion
and a friend or two and join us
for “The Secrets of Jonathan
Sperry” at 4 pm, and “Second Glance” at 6 pm, with a
hot dog dinner intermission
at 5:30. Snacks and drinks
will be served throughout the
movies.
Sun Jan 23, 2011
Forecast for 22630 (30° | 17°)
8am - 4pm Warren County
Fair Flea Market. Warren
County Fairgrounds.
For
more information: (540) 6355827 http://www.warrencountyfair.com/15.html.
Mon Jan 24, 2011
7pm - 8pm Council Meeting.
County of Warren Government Center.
Tue Jan 25, 2011
12:30pm - 1pm Tourism Tuesdays. 95.3 - the River radio
station. Hear the latest tourism related news and events
every Tuesday at 12:30! If you
can’t listen live check out the
podcasts at http://www.theriver953online.com.
Wed Jan 26, 2011
10am - 11am Library Story
Time. Samuels Public Library
in Front Royal. Today is Toddler Story Time. Theme: Penguins.
11am - 12pm Library Story
Time. Samuels Public Library

in Front Royal. Today is Preschool Story Time. Theme:
Penguins.
Thu Jan 27, 2011
10am - 11am Library Story
Time. Samuels Public Library
in Front Royal. Today is Toddler Story Time. Theme: Penguins.
11am - 12pm Library Story
Time. Samuels Public Library
in Front Royal. Today is Preschool Story Time. Theme:
Penguins.
4:30pm - 5:30pm Library
Story Time. Samuels Public
Library in Front Royal. Today is Big Kids Story Time for
Kindergarten and up. Theme:
Mozart.
Fri Jan 28, 2011
5:30 - 7:30 Felted Crochet
Bag. Hooked on Fiber and
Gifts. Middletown.
Learn
how to create and felt a lovely
granny square bag. Cost is
$20 plus materials. Please
register at least 24 hours in
advance. For more information call (540) 868-1780.
7pm - 10pm Front Porch Style
Pickin’ Party. Warren County
Senior Center, 1217 Commonwealth Ave. All levels of
talent are welcome. Acoustic
instruments only.
Sat Jan 29, 2011
8am - 4pm Warren County
Fair Flea Market. Warren
County Fairgrounds.
For
more information: (540) 6355827 http://www.warrencountyfair.com/15.html.
11am - 12pm Library Event.
Samuels Public Library in
Front Royal. Today the “Knitting Club” meets for ages 9
and up. Please register.
Sun Jan 30, 2011

McCoy’s Cookie Jars
Call Gary
540-683-6811

540-683-9197

8am - 4pm Warren County
Fair Flea Market. Warren
County Fairgrounds.
For
more information: (540) 6355827 http://www.warrencountyfair.com/15.html
Mon Jan 31, 2011
7pm - 8pm Work Session.
Town Hall, 16 N. Royal Av-

FrVaToday.com
enue, Front Royal. Tonight is
the Town Council’s Informal
Work Session. It is held in the
2nd floor Town Hall Conference Room. For a copy of the
agenda please contact the
Clerk of Council at (540) 6358007 or check the Town of
Front Royal Website at www.
frontroyalva.com. Public is invited.
Tue Feb 1, 2011
12:30pm - 1pm Tourism Tuesdays. 95.3 - the River radio
station. Hear the latest tourism related news and events
every Tuesday at 12:30! If you
can’t listen live check out the
podcasts at http://www.theriver953online.com.
2pm - 3pm Ambassador’s
Club. Chamber Office. Warren County Chamber of Commerce.
Wed Feb 2, 2011
Groundhog Day
8:30am - 9:30am Small Business Committee. Chamber
Office. Warren County Chamber of Commerce
10am - 11am Library Story
Time. Samuels Public Library,
Front Royal. Today is Toddler
Story Time. Theme: Colors.
11am - 12pm Library Story
Time. Samuels Public Library,
Front Royal. Today is Preschool Story Time. Theme:
Colors.
12:30pm - 1pm Warren County Business On The River
95.3. Warren County Chamber of Commerce.
Thu Feb 3, 2011
9am - 10am Tourism Committee. Chamber Office. Front
Royal- Warren County Chamber of Commerce.
10am - 11am Library Story
Time. Samuels Public Library,
Front Royal. Today is Toddler
Story Time. Theme: Colors.
11am - 12pm Library Story
Time. Samuels Public Library,
Front Royal. Today is Preschool Story Time. Theme:
Colors.
11am- 1pm Fiber Frenzy.
Hooked on Fiber and Gifts.
Middletown. Bring your latest craft project and hang out
with fellow crafters! For more

information call (540) 8681780.
4:30pm - 5:30pm Library
Story Time. Samuels Public
Library, Front Royal. Today
is Big Kids Story Time for
Kindergarten and up. Theme:
Chinese New Year.
Fri Feb 4, 2011
11am - 12pm Library Event.
Samuels Public Library, Front
Royal. “Time for Baby” This
is a new, 30-minute nursery
rhyme program for babies
and their parents. “Time for
Baby” is designed to develop
pre-reading skills, socialization skills, speech and motor
coordination.
1:30pm - 2:30pm Education
Committee. Chamber Office.
Warren County Chamber of
Commerce.
8am - 4pm Warren County
Fair Flea Market. Warren
County Fairgrounds.
For
more information: (540) 6355827 http://www.warrencountyfair.com/15.html.
2pm - 3pm Library Event.
Samuels Public Library, Front
Royal. Teen Creative Writing Club for ages 12 and up
meets today. Please register.
6pm - 9pm NWTF Banquet.
Front Royal Volunteer Fire &
Rescue Department, Front
Royal. Tonight is the Skyline Strutters Chapter of the
National Wild Turkey Federation Annual Hunting Heritage
Banquet. There will be a buffet dinner, door prizes, raffles,
live/silent auctions and much
more. Tickets must be purchased early to ensure a seat.
Ticket prices: $50.00/person,
$70.00/couple; $25.00/youth.
For more information: Cliff/
Mary Presley (540) 635-2769
or
Art Kasson (540) 622-6103.
Sun Feb 6, 2011
8am - 4pm Warren County
Fair Flea Market. Warren
County Fairgrounds.
For
more information: (540) 6355827 http://www.warrencountyfair.com/15.html.
1pm-5pm
(Yarn)
Bowl!
Hooked on Fiber and Gifts.
Middletown. Join us for fiber,
food and fun! For more information call (540) 868-1780
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65 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

65 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

THE OLDEST CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP DEALERSHIP

SERVICING WARREN CO. PAGE CO. FREDERICK CO. & THE WINCHESTER AREA

COMPLIMENTARY
RECALL CHECK

Your vehicle may be involed
in an active recall, let us
check for you!

Buy one Oil & Filter change, for $29.95
And Get the Next 3 For
FREE!!!

Plus any applicable tax, shop supplies and environmental fees.
One coupon per visit. Coupon must be present prior to service write-up.
Offer ends January 31,2011. Not valid in conjunction with any other coupons or in-store specials.
Good only at MARLOW MOTER COMPANY.

Oil change coupons expire 24 months from the date of the original lube, oil & filter purchase at participating Chrysler Group LLC dealers only. (Up to 5 quarts only. Additional charges may be applied for HEMI® and fluid disposal.)
Service Contract Essential Care oil change offer is made by the dealer, who is solely responsible for it. Plan offered
on 1995 & newer to current year vehicles (excluding Crossfire, Viper, Prowler, Diesels, SRT10® and all other vehicles
that require synthetic or semi-synthetic oils.) Competetive makes also apply.

Expires Feb. 28, 2011

Expires Feb. 28, 2011

Nitro-Fill

SPECIAL

$

39.95

+ Tax

Fill All Tires with Nitrogen, Includes
12 mos. Road Side Assistance, Road
Hazard Protection, Free Pressure
Checks, Tire Replacement & Much
More. Helps Increase Fuel Economy,
Extend Tire Life, Improves Handling,
Reduces Pressure Fluctuations
Expires Feb. 28, 2011

“The Works”
Package

$49.95+ Tax

•
•
•

Tire Rotation & Balance
Replace Wiper Blades
23-Point Inspection

Plus any applicable tax, shop supplies and environmental fees.
One coupon per visit. Coupon must be present prior to service write-up.
Offer ends January 31,2011. Not valid in conjunction with any other coupons or in-store specials.
Good only at MARLOW MOTER COMPANY.

99.95

• Hand Wash & Wax Exterior
• Vacuum & Shampoo Interior
• Clean & Protect Leather
(If equipped)
• Clean Engine • Clean Trunk
• Treat All Exterior Trim

(MOST CARS, VANS & TRUCKS SLIGHTLY HIGHER)

Expires Feb. 28, 2011

Plus any applicable tax, shop supplies and environmental fees.
One coupon per visit. Coupon must be present prior to service write-up.
Offer ends January 31,2011. Not valid in conjunction with any other coupons or in-store specials.
Good only at MARLOW MOTER COMPANY.

Expires Feb. 28, 2011

Expires Feb. 28, 2011

DETAIL SPECIAL
Reg. $149.99
$
+ Tax

Front or Rear
Brake Service
Special

up to 5 quarts of motor oil

PARTS & SERVICE

Based on retail of price. Not to exceed 10% off
total parts and labor. Excludes retail parts, tires,
collision/body shop parts and service.
See service advisor for details.
Plus any applicable tax, shop supplies and environmental fees.
One coupon per visit. Coupon must be present prior to service write-up.
Offer ends January 31,2011. Not valid in conjunction with any other coupons or in-store specials.
Good only at MARLOW MOTER COMPANY.

Expires Feb. 28, 2011

20% OFF

Includes:
•
Oil & Filter Change

$100
off
ANY

NEW

COMPLIMENTARY

23-POINT INSPECTION
and get 15% OFF
Recommendations

(Within 30 Days Of Report)
Plus any applicable tax, shop supplies and environmental fees.
One coupon per visit. Coupon must be present prior to service write-up.
Offer ends January 31,2011. Not valid in conjunction with any other coupons or in-store specials.
Good only at MARLOW MOTER COMPANY.

Expires Feb. 28, 2011

FLUID SERVICE SPECIAL

EXTENDED SERVICE HOURS:

Monday thru Friday: 7:00 am ‘til 7pm
Saturday: 8am ‘til 5pm

We’re Here When You Need Us!
WE SERVICE ALL MAKES AND MODELS!

Buy 1 BG Fluid Flush at Regular

Price and get 50% OFF
the Second

Includes: Brake, Transmission, Power Steering,
Coolant, Differentials, and Transfer Case Service.
Ask Your Service Advisor about the BG Protection Plan.

Plus any applicable tax, shop supplies and environmental fees.
One coupon per visit. Coupon must be present prior to service write-up.
Offer ends January 31,2011. Not valid in conjunction with any other coupons or in-store specials.
Good only at MARLOW MOTER COMPANY.

Expires Feb. 28, 2011

2010 Dodge
Grand Caravan SXT

2010 Dodge
Challenger SRT8
44 Miles
#10CG77

7 Miles
#10GC196

WOW! ONLY

WOW! ONLY

$37,997

$23,997
2010 Dodge
Ram 2500 SLT

2010 Jeep Grand
Cherokee LTD

9 Miles
#10R4102

5,330 Miles
#10GJ103

WOW! ONLY

$43,297

WOW! ONLY

$33,497

