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Fire officials describe ‘Armageddon’-like scene, evacuation
Gale force wind-driven Feb. 19 wildfires were a historic & heroic day

What would become known as the “Smith Run fire”
ended up consuming 2000 acres of Shenandoah National Park land on Warren County’s soutside - courtesy photo Sarah Hudson.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
On March 1st Warren County Fire
& Rescue Chief Richard Mabie and
Lt. Gerry Maiatico presented a summary of the events surrounding the
department’s experience of the weekend of Feb. 18-20 as high winds fueled
a breakout of wildfires around War-

ren County. Most prominently was
the Browntown area fire beginning
Feb. 19th that eventually consumed
a now estimated 2000 acres in the
Shenandoah National Park. Other
fires forced evacuations in mountain
neighborhoods around Linden. The
Blue Mountain area fire eventually
consumed 23 acres, fire officials said.
Maiatico described the scene he and

In a photo provided to us by WC Fire & Rescue, the
fire that destroyed this home at 60 Lookout Point Way
in Lidnen area rages before firefighters even reached
the fire. This was the scene that greeted neighbor
David Coe as he discovered the fire, alerted 911 and
began photographing. The owners were not home at
the time of fire and the cause remains a matter of
speculation, fire officials say.
other responders encountered on the
county’s east side mountain neighborhoods as looking “like Armageddon” as people fled the path of localized fires with pets and possessions
in the areas around Linden Heights,
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including High Top Road, Lookout Point, Cliffside and McDonald’s
Farm.
Mabie credited the actions of
residents in helping to alert their
neighbors to the pending emergency

and local citizens and businesses in
providing food to firefighters over a
three-day span of non-stop action
in the face of a fire event unlike any
within this generation of local firefighter’s experience.
“It’s something I’ve never seen before,” Chief Mabie told the county
supervisors and staff during a March
1st work session. “It is the largest operation I’ve ever worked on … with
companies sent in from as far away
as Arkansas – we’ve certainly never
seen anything like this and I hope we
never get this kind of day again … the
wind and terrain beat us to death –
and it [the Browntown/National Park
fire] was aching to get over to those
guys [fighting the Linden area fires].”
Mabie said park service officials
described the Browntown-National
Park fire as “one of the largest fires”
ever to hit the north side of Shenandoah National Park and Skyline
Drive.
Even 11 days, including one snow
and one heavy rain event later, Mabie
reported that park service officials
were saying the park fire was still
considered as much as 20-percent
active, with hot spots flaring up and
requiring continued attention.
But perhaps remarkably, Mabie
noted that there were no fatalities
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WC fire & Rescue Lt. Gerry Maiatico points out the
location of the national park/Browntown area fire
during March 1 presentation to the WC Board of Supervisors.
and only two minor smoke inhalation injuries to firefighters. – “That
is an unheard of low number of injuries for this type and this amount of
work,” Mabie said.
Of three days of food and respite
provided by the Browntown community to firefighters throughout

the weekend, Mabie joked that this
was the only time he had ever gained
weight while fighting a major fire.
Following Mabie and Maiatico’s
description of citizen and community efforts in support of firefighters
and their own threatened communities, Shenandoah Supervisor Richard

Traczyk observed, “I think this is another example of our citizens pulling
together when we need them – it’s
like the Debbie Llewellyn situation;
like the Bunky [Wood] situation – it
makes me proud to be a part of this
community.”
On the down side of community involvement, Park Service Official Harold Fisher confirmed that Paul Sweeney had been charged with “carelessly
damaging property by fire”, a Class IV
misdemeanor, in regard to the start
of the Browntown area-National Park
fire. Fisher said that an investigation
had determined that Sweeney had
improperly disposed of ashes from
an outdoor heating woodstove on his
home property at 253 Parkside View
Drive.
Following is the transcript of Chief
Mabie’s March 1st report to the Warren County Board of Supervisors on
the series of fire events that actually
began on Thursday, Feb. 18, with a
fire near the peak of High Knob:
Chief’s report
“I think it’s safe to say that Saturday, February 19, 2011 will go down
as one of the busiest, if not the busiest day in Warren County firefighting
history. As you know, our fire and
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rescue department became engaged
in two of the largest and manpower
labor intensive incidents in our existence.
“The day actually started on the
preceding Thursday (Feb. 18) while
operating at a wildfire on Skyline
View Drive at the top of High Knob
subdivision. While crews were operating, I was notified of an immediate
conference call with the Department
of Forestry and the National Weather Service regarding upcoming fire
weather and fire potential. Noting
that we were projected to be a Class
4 day with a Red Flag Fire Weather
Warning for Saturday, notifications
were sent to all volunteer and career
staff to ready apparatus and equipment.
“When dealing with wildland and
brush fires, normally even bad days
don’t start until around noon or later.
Our day (Feb. 19) started as follows:
1- 7:05 AM - 632 Yardbird Lane
- wildland fire started by power line
down - bad terrain, went to two-plus
acres - 5 companies/11 personnel,
Forestry Dept plus Tractor. Last unit
cleared at 4:15 PM
	2- 7:23 AM - 2238 High Top Rd.wildland fire threatening structuresstarted by sparks from a chimney
- went to two-plus acres - 4 compa-

nies/18 personnel - under control
at 8:04 AM; last unit cleared at 9:12
AM
3- 9:41 AM - 253 Parkside View
Drive - would be known as Smith
Run Fire - wildland/mountain fire
threatening structures- started by
improper discarding of wood stove
ashes. Initial objective was to protect structures while attempting to
cut off fire from climbing the mountain. Responders did an outstanding
job of structure protection - didn’t
loose any structures; but fire was
wind driven and climbing up terrain
at an alarming rate – 3 to 4 acres on
arrival, 3 hours later up to 105 acres
(see map). Winds were constant at
35-40 MPH, gusting to 50 plus. We
were extremely lucky that winds
were blowing north and east, away
from most structures, but into the
Shenandoah National Forest – fire
crossed Skyline Drive at 4:30 PM. At
6 PM the fire had grown to 924 acres.
At 6 AM fire had burned overnight to
1,327 acres. Over the next 24 hours,
fire grew to 1,862 acres and finally
at 6:00 PM on Sunday, topped out
at 1,897 acres (Mabie adjusted this
Feb. 28 estimate to 2000 acres based
on forestry service reports during his
presentation). What started out as
apparatus from 7 companies/30 per-
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sonnel, was reduced during the afternoon and evening hours of Saturday
due to the direction of the fire, as well
as a need for other resources at the
Blue Mountain fire. Resources stayed
on this fire through Sunday evening.
We were assisted greatly by resources from Luray Fire Dept. and Page
Co. Dept. of Forestry - both of which
we had to release early due to fires in
their counties. Since the fire spread
into the National Forest, resources
from their Fire Dept responded, as

well as eight 20-man teams from as
far as Arkansas. (Thanks for the rain
and snow on Monday and Tuesday)
4-2:08 PM - 60 Lookout Point Way
- Residential structure on fire with
spreading to wildland with additional houses threatened. 40 personnel
(report on this fire was given by Lt.
Maiatico, for incident commander
Raymond Cross, who could not attend the March 1st county meeting).
5-Several other wires down calls,
wires on a house, structure fire at
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Hilda Barbour Elementary School,
plus several EMS responses.
6-5:10 PM - 1227 Wakeman Mill
Rd. - brush fire caused by downed
wires. Fire stopped at two acres due
to assistance of a citizen with a small
tractor, who put a fire line in front
of the spreading fire. Handled by 3
companies that included Strasburg
51 and Stephen City 11.
Some interesting facts:
•

•

•
•

Had approximately 94 responders on these incidents - some
obviously responded to several
of the calls;
Called career personnel back
to assure staffing for empty stations - all but 1 (visiting family in
New York) returned and paged
all volunteers to go to their stations as well;
Combination of career and volunteer staffed remaining empty
stations;
Utilized one of the largest mu-
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We, the members of the Front Royal Volunteer Fire &
Rescue Department, Inc., want to take this opportunity to
thank the numerous businesses and citizens who offered
food, refreshments and or assistance during a crisis
situation on Saturday, February 19, 2011. These businesses
and citizens were graciously supportive of the Department’s
efforts in suppression of multiple major fire incidents.
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Thank You All Very Much!!

•

tual aid responses to knowledge:
Flint Hill VFC#4, Luray VFC#1,
Page Co. Forestry, Strasburg
VFC#51, Middletown VFC#12,
Stephen City VFC#11, Frederick
Co. Forestry
Most important - no civilian
injuries or deaths and only 2
firefighter injuries, smoke inhalation related - an outstanding
statistic.

“Lastly, I cannot say enough about
the onset of support from our citizens and businesses, from offerings
of help to extinguish these fires to
the immense amounts of food and
refreshments brought to the scenes,
as well as to several stations. I can
only let you know about Browntown
Community Center - they fed us for
3 days/around the clock. I had some
of the best biscuits and chipped beef
gravy I have ever had. And on behalf
of all responders at both big fires, we
extremely appreciate your kindness
for all that you did that day and beyond - and we will be doing a more
formal thank you in the near future.”

rogerb@warrencountyreport.com
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No injuries in latest winter house fire
This one can be chalked up to no rest for the weary – after three days of
fighting sporadic wildfires driven by high winds around the county, Warren
County Fire & Rescue responded to what has been its primary type of call
throughout this cold winter – a house fire.
Warren County Fire & Rescue units culminated their busy weekend in
the early morning hours of Monday morning, February 21, by responding
to a reported house fire at 380 Hunt Road, off Totten Lane, in the western
portion of the county. Units arrived on scene to find fire coming from the
rear wall around the chimney, as well as the rear roof area of a single story
single family house. The occupants had already exited the house prior to
fire units’ arrival.
The dwelling owner was Jerry Poe. Mr. Poe and his wife were sleeping,
but were alerted to the fire by their properly working smoke detector. Mr.
Poe investigated and found the smoke filling the first floor in the area of
the wood stove and chimney, as well as showing through the wall and roof
area of the home on the outside. All occupants escaped uninjured. Damage was limited to the rear wall and the roof area. Estimated damage to the
structure is $ 35,000.
Upon arrival, firefighters entered the dwelling to find fire in the rear walls
from the ground to the roof area, around the chimney. Investigation revealed that the fire started in or around the chimney and spread in the walls
and ceiling. Apparent cause was a failure in the chimney. Fire crews were
able to bring the fire under control within 23 minutes.
Fire and rescue crews remained on the scene until 4:56 a.m. to perform
salvage and overhaul. The home was left temporarily uninhabitable. No
injuries were reported to any fire and rescue personnel.
Timeline
First Alarm:
Second Alarm:
On Scene:
Under Control:
Cleared:		

03:55AM		
04:11AM
04:08AM
04:31AM		
06:15AM		

Engines 8, 2, 10, Chief100
Strasburg 51 and 25
Engine 2, Chief 100
Under Control
Cleared
(Info from a release)
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Introduce your best bank
to your best friend.
You want the best for your friends, right?
We have a proposition that's good for them
and for you. If you like banking at Union, do
your friends a favor: invite them to a Union
Reunion. If they open a checking account,
we'll make it worthwhile for everyone.

$50 for you. $50 for your friends.
That's right, we'll give each of you $50!*
Everybody wins: both of you will get
rewarded, your friend will have a great new
bank, and we'll have a great new customer.
Just fill out the referral form below, and
introduce your friends to Union. We'll

The Union Reunion Referral Program
To make a referral, complete this form and give it to a friend. After they
open a new checking account with either a direct deposit made or five
debit card purchases, we’ll credit both of your accounts with $50 each!

handle the rest. After all, isn't that what
friends are for?

Your Name
Address
Phone (
Referring My Friend:
For bank use only: New Cust. Acct. No:
Date Opened:
Branch:
Member

FDIC

Teammate:
Exist. Cust. Acct. No:

)
1-800-990-4828 ■ bankatunion.com

Is it so wrong to love a bank?

Send completed forms to Retail Operations on a weekly basis.

*The Union Reunion Referral Program: Existing Customer: We will pay a $50 referral award for a new Personal or Business Checking Account to an existing customer after we verify that the new customer you referred

opened a new Checking Account and met the other terms of the offer. The value of the referral award will be reported to the IRS as taxable income. New Customer: You must present your Referral Program form at the
time of account opening. If you open a Personal or Business Checking Account, you will receive a $50 referral award if you set up and post a direct deposit of at least $100 a month or use your debit card to make five
or more store purchases within 90 days of account opening. All accounts are subject to our normal approval process. The value of the referral award will be reported to IRS as taxable income. All Business Checking
Accounts, excluding public funds are eligible for the Referral Program. Eligibility: You must be a new customer of Union First Market Bank. Offer not available to individuals or businesses that were signers of any Union
First Market Bank Checking account that closed in the last six months, and employees of Union First Market Bank and its affiliates. This offer cannot be combined with any other offer. Referral Payment: You must have a
Union First Market Bank Checking Account in good standing at the time of payment to receive the referral award. We will pay the referral payment to you by crediting your Checking Account within 90 days of account
opening and once the terms of the offer have been met. This offer may be changed or withdrawn at any time and we reserve the right to determine at our sole discretion the eligibility of new customers and existing
customers. We also reserve the right to disqualify referrals in circumstances where we reasonably believe they were not made in good faith. We value our customer’s privacy and we are unable to give out the identity
of customers who have opened an account. If you want to know who has opened a Checking Account, please ask your friends.
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County’s 175th Anniversary celebration kicks off
March 9 event at WC Courthouse marks state legislative approval
ed to approve the contribution
in the name of community unity
and good times.
We agree it should be money
well spent – as long as we are invited to all the parties that have
refreshments and entertainment
… there is going to be food and
entertainment, isn’t there?!!?
We’ll check to make sure, as
you can, with 175th Anniversary
Planning Committee members.
– They are: Chairman Prudence
Mathews, Fork District; Vice-

Chairman Tom Lacombe, South
River District; David Wines,
Happy Creek District; James
Kilby, North River District;
Benjamin Weddle, Shenandoah
District; Patrick Farris, Warren
Heritage Society; Jennifer Keck,
Front Royal-Warren County
Visitor’s Center; Brandy Rosser, County of Warren; Douglas
Stanley, County of Warren.
rogerb@warrencountyreport.com

1836-2011, Celebrating
175 Years of History

Celebrating 175 Years of County History will begin
March 9, appropriately at the historic Warren County
Courthouse.

By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
Warren County will officially
kick off its 175th “birthday party” with ceremonies at the Warren County Courthouse at 11
a.m. on March 9th. The event
will mark the anniversary of the
Virginia State Legislature’s vote
approving creation of the new
county back in 1836.
State and local officials from
the county and Town of Front
Royal are expected to participate. However despite their
best efforts, 175th Anniversary
Planning Committee Chairman
Prudence Mathews tells us Gov.
Bob McDonnell will not attend
(so much for calling in those old
political campaign-help mark-

ers, Prudy – I guess the strain of
overseeing the General Assembly legislative session has taken
a lot out of the governor).
The public is invited to attend
the kickoff of the county’s’ celebration of itself – after all, without you what’s the point?
There was some minor town
council grousing on Feb. 28th
about why the financially
strapped, or at least confused,
town government should contribute a requested $1000 to help
cover costs of the year-long celebration of the county’s 175th anniversary of existence. However,
that contribution was eventually
unanimously approved. Even
Tom Conkey who raised the issue of town financial support of
a county “party” ultimately vot-
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Local middle school teacher wins lunch for two, competes for a Chevy Cruze
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Does your teacher deserve a Chevrolet Cruze LT? Students are encouraged to let Jack Evans Chevrolet
know why.
By Carol Ballard
Warren County Report
“Does your teacher deserve a
CRUZE?” asks the ad calling for
all Warren County public school
students to vote for their favorite
teacher.
About 50 students participated
in last week’s voting, which resulted in middle school teacher,
Miss Walden, winning a gift certificate for lunch for two at the
Main Street Mill, according to
Tina Tolliver, Certified Internet
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Sales Specialist for the contest’s
sponsor, Front Royal’s Jack Evans
Chevrolet, Inc.
“We’re doing this as a great
way to give back to the community” she said, and added that the
contest has generated excitement
among school administrators,
that “the students and teachers
are excited about it, and it has
provided a needed boost.”
A random computer drawing
will be conducted every Friday
at 4 p.m. at the showroom at 125
South Royal Ave. for the weekly
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luncheon until the contest ends.
The monthly prize drawing – a
dinner for two at a local restaurant, two movie passes to Royal
Cinemas, and a pizza party for
the winning teacher’s class – is
also at 4 p.m. on the last business
day of the month. The grand prize
drawing for a two-year lease on a
2011 Chevrolet Cruze LT., valued
at approximately $8,000, will be
held at 4 p.m. on June 3, 2011.
Teachers may win only one
weekly or one monthly drawing during the contest, but a
teacher winning one of those will
still be eligible to win the grand
prize. Interested students must
register their favorite teacher by
filling out contest entry forms
with their name, the name of the
nominated teacher, the teacher’s
school of employment, and by
writing a brief description of why
their teacher is “the best”.
Entry forms are available at each
Warren County Public School, at

the dealership, or online by visiting www.jechevy.com. All complete entries must be delivered to
the Jack Evans showroom and a
list of the contest winners may be
viewed there. Call 540 635-2153
or visit www.jechevy.com for
more information.

Let me haul your
junk Aluminum,
Copper & Cast Iron
away for

FREE!
Call Troy

636-6518
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“So there are a lot of things to consider – it’s not a simple yes and no question. We absolutely want
to be a partner with Dominion; we want them in our community. But we must consider what’s
best for all the citizens of the town.” Front Royal Mayor Tim Darr

Town–county

Town and Dominion Power play hardball on H2O rate
Town balks at ‘trickle-down’ theory of economic benefit from power plant

Dominion Power’s John Ragone listens intently as Councilman Shae Parker addresses town concerns over
its utility infrastructure costs versus actual revenue realized from the proposed billion-dollar power plant
on the county’s north side.

Is an electrical power plant on
the drawing board for development in Warren County’s 522
North Corridor since 2002 on
the ropes at the 11th hour over
a dispute over the cost of central
water and sewer service provided
by the Town of Front Royal?
That seemed a possibility in the
wake of a Feb. 22nd work session
discussion between the Front
Royal Town Council and representatives of Dominion Power.
Dominion officials were seeking
assurances the town will approve
a contract to provide central
water and sewer service to the
power plant project now jockeying for final state rate approval
after nearly a decade of hearings,
emissions permit approvals and
permit renewals. In 2009 Dominion and affiliate VEPCO purchased the development rights to
the former CPV-Warren power
plant.
But if town officials were under
the impression they had substantive agreement on as much as
$5.4 million in upfront expenditures by Dominion, including $4
million in system upgrades that
would benefit all corridor town
utility customers, it seems they
were mistaken.
Dominion Director of Business
Development John Ragone told
council that five to six million dollars in upfront water expenses for

a plant not forecast to open until
Fiscal Year 2015 or 2016 could be
a deal killer. Ragone pointed out
Dominion’s need was for water to
cool its operating system. – “We
don’t need drinking water but
that is what we’re paying for. Water is two or three dollars other

places – this is expensive water,”
he told council.
“We’re reacting real time to
this,” Ragone said of his company’s questions on the town’s proposal in the wake of dueling projections of use, costs and benefits.
“Everything is up,” Ragone noted
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of expenses Dominion has inherited with the project. He pointed
out the tap fee into town watersewer service had formerly been
projected at $400,000 and was
now up another million dollars as
of January.
“This doesn’t really cut it for us
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By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

– we need a break,” Ragone said
of the combination of $1.4 million
in tap fees, $500,000 in pumping
station upgrades, and $3.5 million in costs to add a water looping system to the town’s existing
water service into the county’s
northside industrial-commercial
corridor.
And it appeared the power
company’s mind wasn’t entirely
eased by a 10-year phasing in to
the full double utility rate paid
by out-of-town utility customers.
On the table as part of the projected deal is the initial five years
of service at the in-town rate, the
following five years at 1-1/2 times
the in-town rate, and payment of
the full double rate from the 11th
year of service on.
Dominion believes such considerations in exchange for what
it asserts will be both a short and
long-term economic boon to this
community is not too much to
ask. Responding to a question,
Ragone said Dominion would
be investing a billion dollars or
more in the Warren County pow-

7 Days a Week
24 Hours a Day
A Proud Sponsor

AireServ.com/Bullrun
Your Comfort Company!

VA 2705071440A

Read all issues in their entirety FREE on www.WarrenCountyReport.com

Early March, 2011 • Warren County Report • Page 

“Have you given any thought to ‘socializing’ that cost (for “looping system” capital improvements
to its 522 Corridor water system among all corridor users)?” – Dominion Director of Business
Development John Ragone
er plant. It is a plant designed to
help accommodate rising energy
consumption needs both during
both peak and off-peak hours in
the mid-eastern metropolitan
corridor.
But if Dominion is willing to invest a billion to build, it does not
seem enamored of the notion of
paying $4 million to improve an
existing municipal utility service
to the benefit of multiple commercial and industrial users,
especially when that expense is
coupled with a tap/connection
fee recently hiked up to $1.4 million for a service it won’t be using
for another three-plus years.
Boom or bust?
In presenting Dominion’s case
Ragone said his company’s billion-dollar investment would
build a tax revenue generator
forecast to be in operation for 50
years. And while only 40 to 45
jobs would be permanently created by the plant’s operation, Ragone estimated 600 to 800 construction-related jobs would be
created during the approximate
three years it will take to build
the plant. The town is also looking at significant annual revenue
no matter which rate schedule

is approved, initially somewhere
between $2.4 million and $4.8
million.
However, speaking from the
town’s perspective, Mayor Tim
Darr later pointed out while the
county may have a clear cut longterm benefit from annual real estate, personal property and other
tax revenues ($3-million net), the
town’s financial prospectus from
the project is much more nebulous.
Darr also pointed out that the
plant’s forecast peak production
times, when use is projected to
peak at 600,000 gallons per day,
will come during the hottest sum-

New2You
Consignments
“Gently used, but New2You”

449 South Street

mer months, a timeframe that
corresponds to the town’s water
source, the Shenandoah River’s,
lowest average flow rates.
“So there are a lot of things to
consider – it’s not a simple yes
and no question. We absolutely
want to be a partner with Dominion; we want them in our community. But we must consider
what’s best for all the citizens of
the town,” Darr said of his and the
town’s bottom line.
‘Loopy’ request?
Near the outset of the discussion, Ragone expressed some
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My husband and I were amongst the many on Blue Mountain in
Linden that were evacuated due to the wild fires. Not only did we
have to gather items for ourselves, but our biggest concern was in
gathering up all 10 of our animals (4 dogs, 6 cats - ALL of which
are rescues, one with a genetic disease that requires daily meds
and two others that require medications as needed for a variety of
issues). We were able to get the majority of our pets, but were missing our two female cats and were forced by the fires, smoke and
ash to leave them behind. Once safely off the mountain, we had nowhere to go. We had our two trucks, one full of dogs and the other
with the cats. I made several calls for assistance from friends and
our church, but it was our local Sheriff ’s Office that provided help
and some calm in the storm.
We thank GOD for Deputy Gomez of the Warren County Sheriff ’s Office Animal Control and for Don at the Humane Society
animal shelter. They didn’t think twice and offered a safe haven for
all of our animals, for however long it was needed. Deputy Gomez
made space and beds for our animals before we arrived at the shelter and, while we were unloading, she and Don were busy preparing
them all food, water and providing toys. Our animals were tired and
scared and so were we, but Deputy Gomez and Don made it all better. We were never concerned for ourselves and only for our animal
“babies” - they are all special needs to one degree or another and
they are our loves & a big part of our lives. It was an afternoon of
drama and trauma for us all, and with two babies still missing, we
were worried and exhausted. But having Deputy Gomez and Don’s
help meant the world to us and we can never thank them, the Warren County Sheriff ’s Office, the Fire Department & the Humane
Society enough.
Thank you so much for allowing us to cover this aspect of the fires
- the animals can’t speak for themselves and we humans tend to get
caught up in our own personal issues/problems and forget to think
about our animal charges that give us unconditional love and rely
on us to care for and protect them.
As an end note, our two female feline “babies” were on the porch
waiting for us when we got home around midnight after being told
we could come home at our own risk. All is well!
						

Thank you,
Anne Fox-Ethridge
and Chris Ethridge
Linden Heights
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Town–county
confusion over the dynamics of
the water “looping system” engineering his company is being
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“Our new rates will just cover our costs.” Councilman Tom Conkey on the town
newly-implemented water-sewer rate structure

asked to foot the bill for. Acting Town Manager Steve Burke
explained the desired improve-
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ment as not solely for Dominion,
but the entire corridor customer
network. Burke said the existing
single line system is subject to
loss of service from breaks. The
“loop” would assure continued
service through such incidents
not only for Dominion, but all the
corridor’s customers.
However, Burke observed
that the town does not have any
money budgeted for an engineering study to facilitate movement
toward such a looping system,
which he noted is “the best scenario to ensure continued service
for Dominion and the other customers.”
And it would seem town council sees the current rate and service negotiation with what could
become the town’s single biggest
water user as “the best scenario”
to realize the revenue to move
the looping project forward.

However, Ragone may not only
have taken this reporter aback,
but council and staff as well when
he followed the looping discussion up by saying Dominion
would rather risk the potential,
short-term loss of water service
and shut its operations down for
that period, rather than foot the
bill for $3.5 million of looping
capital improvements by itself.
“Have you given any thought to
‘socializing’ that cost [among all
corridor users]?” Ragone asked.
However, going to existing corridor businesses in the wake of
the recent implementation of
long-delayed water and sewer
rate increases designed to cover
the costs of not only the past $6million water system upgrade,
but also the anticipated $40-million expense of wastewater system upgrades was apparently not
high on council’s priority list.

Report from Richmond: 2011
Delegate Clay Athey, R-18th Legislative District

Greetings from your Delegate to the Virginia General Assembly. This week over
2,000 bills have been filed by Delegates and
Senators throughout the Commonwealth of
Virginia.
Governor Bob McDonnell gave his second
speech to a Joint Session of the General Assembly last Wednesday. My colleagues and
I will spend much of the session considering thousands of bills and amendments to
the state’s two-year, $78 billion budget.
I was also re-appointed by the House
Speaker to serve as Vice-Chairman of the
House Courts of Justice Committee. The
Courts of Justice Committee is recognized
along with the Appropriations Committee
as one of the two most powerful standing

committees in the Virginia House of Delegates and I am appreciative of being selected by the Speaker to serve as its ViceChairman.
As Chairman of the Court’s Civil Law
Subcommittee, I am afforded the privilege
of overseeing all proposed changes to Virginia Civil Laws. Since the House Courts of
Justice Committee hears over sixty percent
of all the bills introduced in any legislative
session and also recommends to the General Assembly all the appointments to vacancies in the Virginia Judiciary, that role alone
keeps me very busy year round.
In addition, I was re-appointed to serve
on the House Education Committee, where
I will serve as Chairman of its Students
and Day Care Sub-Committee. The House
Education Committee oversees K-12 Public
Schools and Higher Education in Virginia
and as a Virginia Community College graduate, I take particular interest in all areas of
education.
I was also re-appointed to the Health,
Welfare and Institutions Committee which
oversees all laws relating to healthcare in
Virginia as well the Militia, Police, and Public Safety Committee which oversees law
enforcement agencies throughout Virginia.
Thus, I am one of only a few senior delegates
that serve on four Standing Committees in
the House of Delegates.
I was also re-elected by my peers as Chairman of the House Policy Committee which

works to develop numerous proposals to
reform Virginia’s government and hopefully strengthen a myriad of Virginia statutory
laws each legislative session.
Jobs and the state of our economy in the
Commonwealth will be the major focus of
the 2011 General Assembly Session and
over the coming weeks in this column,
I hope to also share with my constituents many other public policy proposals
which seek to streamline state government
through reform and cost cutting of non-es-

sential services.
As always, I thank you for the opportunity to serve in the Oldest Deliberative
body in the New World. Just sitting at my
desk on the floor of the Capitol designed
by Thomas Jefferson is both awe inspiring
and very humbling for a boy who grew up at
326 Duncan Avenue in Viscose City. During
session, I can be reached at 1-804-698-1018
or Email delcathey@house.virginia.gov
Paid political advertisement

“Our new rates will just cover
our costs,” Councilman Tom Conkey stated of the tiered-in watersewer rate hikes that began with
February’s bills. Conkey added
that since the tangible economic
benefit of the project was to the
county in the form of substantial
tax revenues, perhaps a solution
to the seeming impasse would
be the county entering the fray
to help absorb some of the costs
the town is seeking to upgrade its
corridor water-sewer service.
Conkey observed that the Dominion contingent might not be
aware of recent “boundary adjustment” discussions between
the town and county. Those discussions have surfaced in the
wake of the town’s lost corridor
meals tax fee revenue case – a
legal decision that cost the town
an estimated $600,000, or threequarters of its 522 corridor agreement commercial revenue.
So Conkey suggested an ultimate solution might be for the
town to “boundary adjust” the
Dominion power plant into the
town limits. That is likely a move
that would entail the entire corridor up to that site, including
both northside shopping centers,
being “boundary adjusted” into
town.
Mayor Darr later said boundary adjustment might, in fact, be
a win-win for Dominion Power
and the town – for the town, the
lost or non-existent tax revenue
it covets; for Dominion, in-town
tap fees and in-town utility rates
for the projected half century
lifespan of the power plant – a
projected $2.4-million to $3-million annual savings.
Would that compensate for the
occasional double taxes the plant
would have to pay both town and
county?
Would that resurrect the annexation battle the corridor agreement was designed to head off as
the community pondered its economic future in the early/mid1990s following the demise of the
Avtex Fibers plant?
Stay tuned, the opening salvoes
– we mean discussions – began
at the town council and county
board meetings of Feb. 28 and
March 1, respectively … oh boy,
here we go again (see related stories).
rogerb@warrencountyreport.com
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“A good majority of our labor force is construction workers. So I think we will be able as a community to provide Dominion with the skilled labor force they’re going to need … And the 600 to
800 jobs for three years, that’s HUGE to this community.” - EDA Director Jennifer McDonald

Town water-sewer

Dominion asks for 5-year extension on in-town rate
County adds closed ‘contract incentives’ discussion to March 1 agenda

Let’s get together on this thing - Dominion’s John
Ragone and Councilman Tom Conkey shake to that
notion following Feb. 28 council meeting and Dominion Power water-sewer rate public hearing. A vote is
slated for March 14.

What can the county offer? - Was that the topic of
this post-town council meeting discussion between
County Supervisor Tony Carter, back to camera (we
see you, Tony) and Dominion Director of Business Development John Ragone.

By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report

hours later to discuss “a contract
for economic incentives in the
522 Corridor” – a resolution for
Dominion Power to an apparent
impasse on that town utility contract remained elusive.

Following a Feb. 28th Front
Royal Town Council Public Hearing on the dynamics of a pro-

posed contract for central water
and sewer service to a proposed
“522 Corridor” electrical power
plant – and a March 1st closed
session with the Warren County
Board of Supervisors about 14

The Front Royal Town Council deferred until March 14 further discussion and a vote on a
contract to extend its 522 North
Corridor central water and sewer
service to the Dominion Power/

VEPCO power plant once known
as CPV-Warren. Dominion is
seeking a speeded-up utility service guarantee from the town to
facilitate its own rate hearings
scheduled before the State Corporation Commission.
Primarily at issue for the town
appears to be Dominion’s request
that in exchange for absorbing
$3.5 million in up-front costs to
facilitate installation of a water
looping system to the existing
single-line system into the 522
Industrial/Commercial Corridor,
it receive 10 years of service at
the flat, in-town rate for water
and sewer service, rather than
five years.
The contract terms on the table
a week earlier during work session discussion was five years of
service at the in-town rate, the
next five years at 1-1/2 times the
in-town rate before the full outof-town double utility rates kick
in. With town projections beginning at $1.2 million for water and
$1.2 million for sewer service to
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Town water-sewer
the Dominion/VEPCO power
plant at town rates in 2015, that
additional five years at the base
service rate would cost the town
about $5.5 million to $6 million
in revenue.
Perhaps coincidentally, Dominion is facing about $5.5 million
in up-front costs before even beginning construction, much less
plant operations and its own revenue generation from the plant.
The county variable
Following the March 1st Closed
Session discussion with Dominion’s director and vice president
of business development, county
officials made no announcement
and remained silent when asked
if they had been approached by
either Dominion or town officials
about contributing financially to
fill in the monetary gap in the utility contract negotiations between
Dominion and Front Royal.
However, responding to a question, county board Chairman Archie Fox said he had not had any
recent conversations with town
officials regarding the county’s
stepping in to absorb some of the
costs of corridor water-sewer infrastructure improvements being
sought by the town.
And while no one would confirm or deny that the closed session corridor economic incentive
contract discussion was in fact
with Dominion, County Attorney
Blair Mitchell admitted considering the presence of two Dominion officials at that closed session,
that would not be a bad guess.
That said, we asked Mitchell if a
closed session contract discussion with a known business prospect met the legal parameters for
retreating to a closed-door meeting. Mitchell said that despite the
probability that discussion was
with a known prospect that has
already had public utility contract discussions with the town,
the parameters of this particularly closed door session was legal.
“But you don’t know what contract was discussed,” Mitchell
pointed out.
Pressing our point, we asked
Mitchell if that closed-door discussion had, in fact, involved
the already open discussion on
the proposed utility contract between Dominion and the town.
Mitchell’s reply, while purposefully vague on closed session
matters, clearly indicated the

contract discussion involved Dominion and county matters, not
any Dominion-town contract.
With the county, Dominion is
involved in land purchases and
leases, as well as the payment of
a now anticipated $4.14-million
in annual tax revenue. County
consultant projections predict
the county will net about $3-million of that tax revenue annually
after service cost impacts are deducted.
Town-Dominion impasse?
The evening prior to the above
county developments saw Dominion present its case for an additional five years of in-town water and sewer service rates. While
Dominion Director of Business
Development John Ragone had
taken the point of Dominion’s
case a week earlier at a Feb. 22nd
work session (see related “TownDominion Play Hardball” story),
it was Dominion’s Vice President
of Business Development James
Eck who summarized Dominion’s
altered stance on Feb. 28th.
As stated above, the game
change Dominion seeks is the additional five years – to a total of
10 – of water-sewer service at the
in-town rate. The additional five
year of a flat-rate is directly tied
to the town’s request Dominion
cover a $3.5-million capital improvement expense to begin addition of a looping system to the
existing corridor water system.
Eck also said the newly imposed
service rates tied to the town’s
2011 implementation of tiered
rate increases that will eventually
raise rates about 30-percent for
water and 127-percent for sewer
service created a non-viable rate
structure the company had not
anticipated when developing its
own proposed rate structure to
future customers. It is that rate
structure Dominion is poising to
present to the SCC for approval
in Richmond in coming months.
“If the new rates don’t work
for your business model, would
the old rates have worked?” Shae
Parker asked Eck.
“We had been anticipating the
previous rates with normal inflation,” Eck replied. He added that
contrary to some councilmen’s
contention expressed during the
previous week’s work session,
Dominion had only been made
aware in January of the new rates
instituted due to past and fu-

Read all issues in their entirety FREE on www.WarrenCountyReport.com

“We really do want to find a reasonable solution.” – Dominion Power VP of Business Development James Eck to town council following March 1 public hearing on water-sewer contract

ture capital improvements to the
town’s water and sewer plants.
Those improvements are the already implemented $6-million
in water plant upgrades, and the
larger anticipated $40-million
wastewater upgrades federally
mandated as part of the effort

to protect the Chesapeake Bay
watershed so the Bay remains a
viable future location for a huge
regional fishing and seafood industry.
Parker’s follow-up question –
“You say the lifespan of the plant
is 50 years – how will the last 40

years of the new rate structure
work for you, if the first 10 years
wouldn’t?” – took Eck off guard.
“Would you repeat the question?” Eck replied.
After hearing it a second time,
Eck essentially said that Dominion was seeking the new rate deal
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“And likewise, Mr. Eck – we look forward to finding a good compromise for everybody. We need
to work toward a true agreement, a true compromise that meets everybody’s needs. And I do
think we can do that – but it can’t be done tonight.” Mayor Tim Darr on March 1
to absorb its added expenses,
both up-front capital outlay, as
well as higher rates and tap fees
only in the “near years” (first 10);
and that the “out years” (last 40)
could more readily be accommodated once the power plant
business was up and running and
creating revenue over its first decade.
After the dynamics of the contract and the change seeking to
neutralize Dominion’s total upfront expenses of about $5.5 million were rehashed, Tom Conkey
worried that the town was being
or would be portrayed “as the
bad guys here”. The councilman
went on to point out that while
private sector utilities like Do-

minion work on a for-profit rate
scale, municipal utilities are only
allowed by law to charge rates
commensurate with the cost of
providing its utility services. And
while those expenses include
capital improvements, Conkey
pointed out that the new rates at
issue, whether for Dominion or
any other customer, in town or
out, are only designed to pay for
real-time service costs and the
infrastructure upgrades necessary to continue the service at the
standards established not only at
the local level, but also mandated
by higher levels of government to
assure the ongoing life and viability of the commonwealth’s and
region’s water supplies (if you
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don’t understand that concept,
find our 2008-09 stories on the
Shenandoah River fish kills and
sexual mutations found throughout the region’s watershed attributed to increased disposal
of chemical wastes through the
human body current wastewater
systems are not designed to cope
with).
As the discussion progressed,
Vice-Mayor Chris Holloway
pointed out that at least Dominion wasn’t asking for as long a
flat-rate break as the town’s first
522 Corridor industrial customer, DuPont, did. That utility-rate
incentive that began industrial
locations in the county’s northside corridor was a 20-year one.
Holloway, himself a construction
professional, also raised the issue of the construction jobs that
would be created by the project.
Eck estimated 600 to 800 construction jobs during the project’s 2-1/2 to 3-year construction
timeframe.
An economic perspective
That discussion re-visited the
issue of exactly how many of
those jobs would go to locals and
how much of the actual living and
eating spending of non-locals
would actually come to county
and town businesses. While the
Dominion reps said the company
did have its own contractors for
specialized work, local EDA Director Jennifer McDonald later
told council that with such a
large, construction-based work
force here, she believed significant local jobs could result from
Dominion’s construction project.

Town water-sewer
“A good majority of our labor
force is construction workers. So
I think we will be able as a community to provide Dominion with
the skilled labor force they’re going to need … And the 600 to 800
jobs for three years, that’s HUGE
to this community – and I think
we need to remember that,” McDonald said.
She also agreed that Dominion
had only become aware of the
new rate structure in the wake
of the town’s own consultant
study presented within the last
two to three months. – “Nobody
is blaming the town [for the rate
hikes] – but they were all scared
– that’s not something they had
budgeted for,” the Front RoyalWarren County Economic Development Director said.
After listening to the lengthy
back and forth between Dominion and council, McDonald revisited some earlier observations
she made during her EDA report
(see related story).
“It was mentioned that you’re
giving up $5 million – you’re not
giving up $5 million because you
don’t have that $5 million that
you’re handing over. If you can’t
make a deal with them, you get
zero dollars. So, you’re giving up
40 years of water and sewer fees
from this company. You’re also
giving up a billion dollars worth
of capital outlay from this company,” McDonald said.
She also addressed Conkey’s
remarks about the impact of
Dominion’s power plant project
on the Town of St. Paul in Wise
County, Virginia. Conkey had
recounted discussion with locals
there noting that three new res-

STOP SMOKING
or
LOSE WEIGHT NOW!
Let the Laser Work For YOU!!
Stop smoking after just 1 visit!
Fast, Painless and Effective!

Finally, something that works!
tive for
Also effec snuff
chew &

Call for Introductory Special

540-671-9793

taurants had opened to accommodate business from some 1000
construction workers there and
the ongoing concern what would
happen to those new businesses
when the construction worker
revenue dried up.
“That was a concern we had
also, that new businesses would
start rolling into town and then
in three years we wouldn’t have
the support for these businesses.
Luckily, we already have those
restaurants. We have that stuff
here. And to be able to tell a business you’re going to have three
years of 600 to 800 people eating at your restaurant, shopping
at your business – that gives us
three years of comfort,” McDonald said of potential economic
impacts in a clearly uncomfortable economic environment.
Conkey acknowledged differences between St. Paul and its
1100 population and Front Royal’s 14,000 and commiserate business environment, concluding, “I
agree with that [impact analysis].”
Let’s get together
At the conclusion of all the public hearing back and forth, worry
and gnashing of financial teeth,
Eck thanked the town staff for its
efforts in the negotiation process
and added, “We really do want to
find a reasonable solution.”
“And likewise, Mr. Eck – we look
forward to finding a good compromise for everybody,” Mayor
Tim Darr replied. “We need to
work toward a true agreement, a
true compromise that meets everybody’s needs. And I do think
we can do that – but it can’t be
done tonight.”
And with that, Darr made himself and the town staff available to
Dominion for further discussion
prior to council’s March 14th vote
on the terms of a water-sewer
contract with Dominion Power.
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“A few businesses called me and one of them said, ‘If you feel we’re a burden on the town water and sewer
rates, we will gladly move to another community.’ Another business called and said, ‘If you don’t enjoy our
300 jobs, please let us know - we will move into another community.’ - EDA Executive Director Jennifer
McDonald

Town

EDA chief to town - ‘You can’t give away what you don’t have’
McDonald also revisits negative impacts of town closed session leaks

upgrade you’re going to have. So
we really need to think about what
happens with the promises that
we make – and businesses are not
happy right now.”
The party of the first part

From left, Front Royal Mayor Tim Darr, Councilman
Tom Sayre, and backs to camera, EDA Executive Director Jennifer McDonald and EDA Board Chair Patty
Wines talk after Feb. 28 Front Royal Town Council
meeting.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
During her Economic Development Authority report to the Front
Royal Town Council on Feb. 28th,
EDA Director Jennifer McDonald
may have been looking over her
shoulder in more than one direction. – And in the third year of
this challenging national economic climate who could blame her?
McDonald began by recounting
recent EDA work with 522 North
Corridor businesses “struggling to
survive” in the ongoing national
recession. She then reported four
inquires and one visit by potential
business clients expressing an interest in this community as future
sites of operations.
McDonald’s mood then dark-

ened somewhat as she revisited a
theme she took council to task for
last April – public leaks about negotiations with potential business
clients and published statements
critical of those negotiations and
economic incentives being discussed in closed sessions.
You don’t want us - fine
“A few businesses called me and
one of them said, ‘If you feel we’re
a burden on the town water and
sewer rates, we will gladly move
to another community.’ Another
… said, ‘If you don’t enjoy our 300
jobs, please let us know – we will
move into another community.’
“I think what we need to remember here is, you can’t give
away something you do not have.

EDA Executive Director Jennifer McDonald and Dominion Power Vice President of Business Development James Eck listen to town council discussion of
dynamics of providing town central water and sewer to a 400,000 gallon per day user - the proposed
Dominion/VEPCO power plant on the county’s north
side. Town activist Tim Ratigan is an interested observer in the next row back.
If you don’t have it, you can’t give
it away. You’re offering incentives
for a certain number of years, not
for the life of the business, but for
a certain number of years to get
that business here; get those jobs
here; and make sure this community has jobs for citizens – and
that’s what we need to remember.
“This is about the citizens of this
community. And if you really want
to put a burden on them take away
the businesses,” McDonald added,
referencing published council
comments about protecting town
citizens from shouldering an undue burden in paying to support

the town utilities they receive.
“They [the citizens] don’t have
jobs; then they’re paying more in
taxes; then they’re paying more
in water and sewer for this new

Perhaps ironically, the first town
response came from Councilman
Tom Sayre.
“The comment I would make
is that commercial and industry
is obviously the most important.
And it brings in tax revenue and
jobs, and obviously that’s the most
important thing. It’s just that we’ve
had a huge upgrade in central water (unintelligible), you know it’s a
balancing effect. You’ve got [customers] that are paying water and
sewer and there are a lot of other
501-C-3 industries that are paying
the same increases. So, there’s a
balance there,” Sayre said.
“Well sure,” McDonald interjected, “and for each business that you
recruit, that takes a little bit of that
burden off of that taxpaying citizen or that water and sewer-rate
paying citizen – that takes a little
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“I agree with those comments from an economic development standpoint, but that’s her job
– economic development. Our job is to ensure the welfare of the citizens of this community. So
we have to look out for the long-term projections of that.” - Front Royal Mayor Tim Darr
bit of burden off of them for any
company that you locate here.”
Sayre replied that he agreed in
principal with McDonald that
“business and industry are very,
very important.”
The source
Following the meeting we asked
McDonald about the source of the
discontent she described from existing business clients over comments about the burden they were
creating on town citizens through
economic incentives such as reduced water-sewer rates over their
initial years of operation.
“The comment in the paper
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about giving away too many incentives to new business,” McDonald
replied. Queried for specifics, McDonald identified a Jan. 28th article in the Northern Virginia Daily
in which Councilman Sayre referenced closed session negotiations
with one, unidentified company,
which he believed would likely be
getting too good a break on water
and sewer rates.
In that article discussing council’s vote on which option of three
to implement on increased watersewer rates, Sayre was quoted as
stating, “I voted against the water and sewer rate hike for three
reasons. One, the council, in my
opinion, gave away too much to a
new business wanting to locate in
Warren County. I agreed to a re-

duced water rate, but I think the
rate was reduced too much. The
reduced rate comes on the back
of the town rate-paying citizens of
Front Royal. That did not sit too
well with me.”
The NVD reporter goes on to
write that Sayre identified the rate
discussion as coming in closed
session, adding that a final council
vote had yet to occur on the referenced incentive rate.
Vice-Mayor Chris Holloway voted with Sayre against the second
reading 4-2 vote of approval of the
most balanced across the board
water-sewer rate hike. However,
Holloway was quoted in the same
article saying he disagreed with
Sayre on the referenced incentive
package to the unnamed busi-

Town
ness.
Following our post-meeting
conversation with McDonald, we
asked Sayre if in light of the EDA
director’s description of two businesses threats to leave the community, he regretted going public
with that closed session information on utility rate negotiations a
month earlier.
Sayre replied that he had just
spoken with McDonald about the
matter and that she had “apologized” to him for her remarks
based on what Sayre said was a
misunderstanding.
When we asked McDonald about
that “apology” we got what we can
only describe as a wide-eyed look
of incredulity and the assertion,

“I never apologized to him.” McDonald, who never publicly identified Sayre as the catalyst for her
two cited business owner remarks,
said the councilman approached
her following the meeting and
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HOV ramps relieve traffic congestion

By Kayla Wamsley
Capital News Service

RICHMOND – Motorists driving through Northern
Virginia and the Washington area on weekends and
off-peak hours are facing less traffic congestion. They
now can use two HOV ramps that had been open only
during rush hour.
In a news conference last week, Gov. Bob McDonnell, Delegate Jim LeMunyon of Oak Hill and Transportation Secretary Sean Connaughton announced the
opening of the ramps, located at Monument Drive and
Stringfellow Road in Fairfax County.
LeMunyon said opening the ramps will help alleviate
traffic on Interstate 66, which extends past rush hour
and into the weekends. Traffic will also be reduced on

Route 50, Fairfax Parkway and Route 28.
“Opening the ramps to all westbound traffic during
non-HOV hours will provide more direct routes to and
from home for motorists and will reduce the amount of
time they are waiting in traffic,” LeMunyon said.
Engineers at the Virginia Department of Transportation calculate that opening the two ramps will benefit
as many as 5,800 vehicles a day on Stringfellow Road
and 2,400 vehicles a day on Monument Drive. The final
cost to open the ramps, including signs, was about
$200,000.
“Drivers will also have easier access to shopping centers and office parks near the two exit ramps,” LeMunyon said. “These ramps also provide alternate routes
to avoid construction work areas at Fairfax County
Parkway and Fair Lakes where the new interchange is
being built.”
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“This is about the citizens of this community. And if you really want to put a burden on them take away
the businesses. – They [the citizens] don’t have jobs; then they’re paying more in taxes; then they’re paying
more in water and sewer for this new upgrade you’re going to have.” -Jennifer McDonald

Town
denied any anti-business sentiment regarding contract incentive discussions. McDonald said
she simply replied that perhaps
she had misunderstood a previous
comment by the councilman. She
reiterated she did not consider the
remark an apology for anything.
“We have businesses that are
just unhappy because they feel like
they’re offered small incentives to
locate a business here, then once
they’re here they read comments
like this after they’ve brought 300
jobs to the community and invested $80-million-plus in the community. They hear comments like,
‘Well, we gave away too much.’
They could move to another community that would offer them
more incentives – there are communities all over this nation that
are begging for that opportunity
right now.”
Mayor’s perspective
“I think it’s a double-edged
sword,” Darr said of McDonald’s
remarks on the seeming town
perspective of “giving something
away that it does not yet have.”
“I agree with those comments
from an economic development
standpoint, but that’s her job
– economic development,” Darr
said of McDonald. “Our job is to
ensure the welfare of the citizens
of this community. So we have to
look out for the long-term projections of that.”
The mayor reiterated his meeting point that the ongoing negotiation must benefit both sides,
and not swing too much in favor

of either.
“That’s why I wanted to make it
clear when I made my statement
that the water system belongs to
every citizen of the Town of Front
Royal. If we have a catastrophic
failure, every citizen has to pay
through either their rates or some
way to cover that cost,” Darr said.
“I want to generate business too,
but I don’t want to generate business on the backs of the citizens of

the community.”
In light of the EDA director’s
second public scolding of council
within 10 months on the issue of
publicly released, closed session
information – the most recent
related to the Jan. 28 newspaper
article, we asked Mayor Darr if
he had concerns with a council
pattern of behavior that seems to
transcend mayoral leadership.
“I have concerns about anything
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Athey’s Bill on Outlawing Internet Casinos
Pass Both House and Senate
Delegate Clay Athey, R-18th Legislative District

Richmond, Thursday, February 24, 2011 - Del. Clifford “Clay”
Athey, Jr. (R-Warren) Chairman of
the House Republican Policy Committee, announced that his bill on
clarification on outlawing internet
casino gaming now goes on to the
governor’s desk.
HB 1584 outlaws “Internet Casi-

on the companion House Bills
1700 and 1584 and Senate Bill 1195
which outlaw internet casino gambling in Virginia while preserving
the ability of restaurants to offer
internet time and games which
don’t involve gambling. The Virginia General Assembly stood up
today for Virginia values and left
Las Vegas what belongs in Las Vegas.”
HB 1584 passed the House 98-0
and the Senate 37-1-2.
(From a Release)

was that these were comments
made by one individual council
member – and not the council as
a whole. If we were here at a public
meeting and that information got
disclosed [collectively] I would
wholeheartedly agree with the
businesses’ perspective that it’s an
issue. But I, nor you or anyone else
has control over any individual

Engle’s Angle: Wine, Women and Song
By Kevin S. Engle
Warren County Report
That was my plan. My wife was
going out of town. For a week.
Seven days of doing whatever I
wanted to.
Par-tay time!!!
She’d been planning this trip
for several weeks. I’d been
scheming for just as long.
Now let’s get something
straight. Even when she is here,
I’m the king of this castle. What
I say goes. I call the shots. I
wear the pants in the family. I do
what I want when I want. Got it?
Good.
With her not around, it was
time to turn it up a notch. Time
for the party animal to come out
and play.
You know what they say?
When the cat’s away, …
So how’d it go?
Wine

Call for more
details...-

nos” by clarifying that the conduct
of a game, contest, lottery, scheme,
or promotional offering by internet or otherwise is only lawful if
(i) no part of the purpose of the
game is illegal gambling, (ii) no
part of the game involves the use
of a gambling device, and (iii) the
rules of the game complies with
certain requirements enumerated
in the bill. HB 1700 was incorporated with this bill before passage.
Athey commented: “I want to
thank Senator Obenshain and
Delegate Oder for their hard work

that [publicly] comes out of closed
session. The reason they’re closed
session is because we have to talk
confidentially about things that
could jeopardize, whatever the
issue may be, the Town of Front
Royal and the citizens. So, yes I do
have concerns. But what should
have been expressed to all those
businesses out there at the time

To be honest, I don’t care for
it. I’m more of a beer guy. Root
beer. The fridge was stocked
with my favorite brand. And of
course, there was pizza. You
can’t have a party without pizza
and (root) beer. And I did. It
was goooooooooood. I liked it
so much that I had it all myself.
Women
The only females I saw were
on Oprah. I just happened to be
channel surfing. Honest. Besides, I like the Ellen Degeneres
show better anyway. But don’t
think I didn’t have company. In
fact, I was far from alone. My
good buddies were here. Stink
bugs. 379 of them.
and Song
There were no loud parties.
No complaints from the neighbors. No visits from the po-

lice, although I did call them a
few times. Ok, so maybe I get
scared when I’m home. At night.
All by myself. What’s the big
deal? Even Kings of the castle
are human too.
When the cat’s away
She was.
The mouse will play
First of all, I’m a party animal,
but I ain’t no rodent. And secondly, I was too tired to play.
After working all day, picking up
supper from a different fast food
restaurant each night, watching Ellen, and figuring out what
I was going to wear to work the
next day, all by myself, I was
whooped. Too pooped to party. I
was in bed by 9:00 most nights.
And there’s always more stress
when my wife’s gone. I have this
fear that I’ll lock myself out of the
house, the car, or both. Wouldn’t
that be nice? I got smart this
time. I duct taped an extra set
of car keys to my body, just in
case.
Uh oh, party’s over. She just
called. She’ll be home in a few
hours. I’d better get this place
in shape. Toss the pizza boxes.
Run the dishwasher. Vacuum.
Wash some clothes. Take a
shower.
Why? Because I want to.
Yeah, that’s it.
Ok, maybe it wasn’t a wild
week of wine, women and song.
Would you believe beer, bugs
and boredom?

•••

The author has almost recovered from his week as a bachelor. Just in time to do it again
when the Mrs. heads out for
business next month. He’s already notified the police.
kevinengle456@comcast.net
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council member stating or making any comment they choose to
make,” Darr concluded (isn’t that
mayoral gavel for good raps across
recalcitrant council knuckles, we
asked Darr, drawing a perhaps
wistful chuckle).
With the most recent offense
pinned down by the EDA director to one councilman’s remarks
published elsewhere on Jan. 28,
we asked if the mayor had spoken
with the councilman about the issue of public disclosure of closed
session information.
“Yes, yes we did,” Darr replied
without further elaboration.
Colleague comments
“The closed session Mr. Sayre
discussed was called to negotiate
with a prospective business where
holding those discussions in public would harm the people’s ability
to conduct their business,” Tom
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Conkey observed. “It is certainly
possible that the release of this
information could be used by either a current customer or a prospective one to bolster their case
against the town taxpayers. Our
job is to protect the taxpayers’
interests – not to disclose whatever we think might make us look
good.”
“I’m concerned anytime closed
session discussions are carried into the public forum,” Shae
Parker added. “There is a reason

we discuss things behind closed
doors and the law is very clear on
what can and cannot be discussed
there. As to what Mr. Sayre may
be referencing [in the Jan. 28th
story], I will not discuss it in the
public forum until I am told by
all of the parties involved that I
am not hindering or jeopardizing
any negotiations. I took an oath to
uphold the office I was elected for
and I will not violate the public’s
trust by disclosing confidential information.”

Town of Front Royal
Town Manager
SALARY: Negotiable (+) benefits. (Pop. 15,000) $36 million budget; 157
FTEs. Successful candidate will work with mayor and council in promoting municipal administration for the community. The Town Manager
also designated as Town Treasurer, serves at the pleasure of a sevenmember, non-partisan council elected at large for four year staggered
terms with the mayor elected for a two-year term. Full service community
known for its diversity, strong industrial base, quality of life and excellent
town services strategically located along I-66 and U.S. 522 in the heart
of the Shenandoah Valley approximately 70 miles west of Washington,
DC. Requires Bachelor’s degree in planning, public administration, engineering or finance. (Masters Degree preferred). Local government
experience or an equivalent combination of education and experience
will be considered. Strong professional, administrative leadership with
excellent communications skills a necessity. Prior experience should include development and successful implementation of municipal budgets,
utility planning and development, knowledge of growth management and
economic development, team building, successful use of technology to
improve internal administrative performance, visioning for the community
and the organization. Significant public or private sector management
experience and history of stable tenure a plus. Must be committed to
high quality service delivery. Submit cover letter, resume and Town of
Front Royal Employment application to Julie A. Bush, Director of Human
Resources, P.O. Box 1560 Front Royal, Virginia 22630, or email jbush@
frontroyalva.com. Additional information including an Employment Application may be found at our website www.frontroyalva.com. All Employment Applications will be held in the strictest confidence. The successful
applicant will be subject to various background checks. Position Closes:
Monday, April 4, 2011 at 5:00 PM. EOE.

FR Rotary accepting applications for community service grant
The Rotary Club of Front Royal is now accepting applications for its Annual Community Service Grant from
organizations whose activities promote and enhance the quality of life for citizens of Front Royal/Warren County.
Organizations must be not-for-profit, and benefit local citizens. The grant is a contribution of up to Seven Thousand
Five Hundred Dollars ($7,500).
It is preferred that the grant is to be used in the following manner: as seed money to start a “bricks and mortar” or
equipment project, and not for general or operational expenses; however, it is not the intention of Rotary to exclude
a worthwhile and deserving project.
Applications may be obtained by calling 540.550.7087 or 540.622.6314; by picking up a copy at 600 Mount View
St. The Southerlands; or by writing to the Rotary Club at P.O. Box 85, Front Royal, VA 22630; or by sending a request
by e-mail to director@thesoutherlands.com. Completed applications must be submitted with ten (10) copies, and
cannot contain any additional material other than the application. Applications must be delivered no later than
Friday, April 1, 2011 at 5 P.M. at The Southerlands, 600 Mount View St., Front Royal, VA, or postmarked by no later
than Friday, April 1, 2011, if mailed to the Front Royal Rotary Club at P.O. Box 85, Front Royal, VA 22630.
(From a release)

Town
To The Editor,
I have been following several hot topics as of late concerning us
all. Notably, the situation with the Wisconsin and Indiana legislatures, respectively, has me concerned. Being a lifelong educator,
I need to remind myself that I live in a right to work state where
unions really don’t have much weight. My mum and dad, who
were Southern Democrats, were union folks back when unions
truly seemed to look out for their people, as opposed to political
ideology. They were hard working, never took a handout, paid
taxes, bills, and a mortgage on time, while raising three boys.
Sadly, this political breed seems to have died, and been replaced
with two different ideals of complete idiocy. On one side, you
have folks who feel that 18-year-old children should be able to
take a gun to class, as long as it’s a college campus. They also believe that that their physically attractive spokes people (who are
probably nice folks, and I might even enjoy moose hunting with)
have already abdicated responsibility under the ruse of being
concerned for their state and paying to fight lawsuits, while becoming filthy rich themselves as a result of their abdication. This
same lot would have us feel that they believe in fiscal responsibility, while filling the pockets of their lawyer friends and self-interest political action committees, and continue to want to borrow
money from countries that can’t wait for us to go under, while
paying billions of dollars for military equipment that (if properly
reviewed) would actually cost half, while still giving the contractors a nice profit, and decreasing the debt for my 9-year-old son’s
unborn children.
On the other hand, we have folks who seem to feel that if you
don’t like the flavor of the day, that’s all right; Don’t show up for
work, but still expect your pay check, as well as equal legislative
treatment, privilege, and benefits paid for by those who don’t receive the same, while you run and hide from responsibility instead
of facing it. I can only imagine the long term message this sends
our young people. Equally, this lot seem to feel as if we should
just keep borrowing and printing our own money as if that will
make the problem go away …
But it’s going to be okay because China will continue to loan us
money until we have no choice but to default; then it will be the
other guy’s fault, while China, Russia, or some rogue country will
take us over and we’ll all wonder what happened.
I’m not a businessman. I’m a lifelong educator. I live in a right
to work state; am college educated; have a job I love where I
make about $20,000 less per year than my neighbors in Wisconsin and Indiana. My only hero (my father) taught me that I
needed to earn everything I made, and that all I was ever entitled to from him was love, firmness, fairness and the meals he
could afford to put on the table through his hard work. My mum
came to America via England. She followed the rules. As such,
it took her a while to get a green card, find work and help pay
bills. My parents qualified for Food Stamps, Welfare and other
forms of assistance. They refused it, because they didn’t believe
in entitlement. They believed in hard work, earning every penny
they made and raised their children to do the same, giving us
chores we never abdicated from, knew we had better finish … and
right!, told us “no” frequently, and we came to appreciate them
for it.
As a result of a government that points fingers, abdicates, votes
“present”, or just doesn’t show up to vote because the law says
they can (similar to what their adversaries in Texas did a few
years back), while running our country in a fashion that would
have us up on charges of fraud should we choose to run our business or lives in such a manner, we are now left with a society of
socially retarded children and adults that have no clue how to
hold a civil conversation or even “hand” write a letter, feel that
they are entitled to every electronic toy known to mankind, while
their parents and government continue to run up debt they have
no clue or plan on how to resolve, other than to hope that my 9
year old son’s unborn children have a plan.
Help me make sense of this.
Michael S. Williams
Front Royal, Virginia
(Managing editor’s note: for help in “making sense” of at least a
portion of it all, please see related package on the Wisconsin public employees’ dispute.)
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Marlow Motors traces over a half century of history
A family business goes third generation as daughter Emily comes home

Photo of the original Main Street Front Royal Marlow
Motors location. If you look closely, that is a slightly
younger John Marlow sitting in the Jeep. This photo appeared in the 1954 Warren County High School
“Mirror” yearbook.

Third generation and second - Emily Marlow Beck
and John K. Marlow in the office of Marlow Motors at
707 Commerce Avenue in Front Royal.
By Carol Ballard
Warren County Report
It was 1947 and Guy Marlow
wanted to buy a new car, but because of the World War II war
effort, the waiting lists were very
long. So he decided to open up
his own car dealership and be
one of the first on the list.
One recent afternoon, Guy
Marlow’s son John K. Marlow,
present owner of Marlow Motors, and granddaughter Emily
Marlow Beck sat in John’s comfortable, sunny office at the dealership at 707 Commerce Ave.
They talked about the early days
of the family business and their

participation in it.
“My father was in the home
building trade, but he found a
Kaiser-Frazer Jeep franchise that
he could get into and also get a
new car for himself.” Marlow
said.
Car manufacturing had come to
a standstill during the war, Marlow explained. “Whatever people
were driving before the war, they
had to drive all through the war,”
he said.
Henry Kaiser had manufactured
Liberty ships during the war
and afterwards made cars. Later,
when the Kaiser company went
out of business around 1954, Guy
Marlow added Mercury-Lincoln

automobiles to the dealership
An excerpt from the website:
www.anythingaboutcars.com/
1940scars.html bears this historical fact out. It states, “US car
production was dealt a setback
because of World War II. In 1940,
pre-World War II the US produced 4,680,000 cars. Although
each decade in history is different, the decade of the 1940s is by
far the most unusual in U.S. automobile history. This was the only
period of time when automobile
production stopped for a period
of 3-4 years. No cars were manufactured after 1942 due to the advent of World War II. Production
for civilians did not resume until
1946.”
Guy was a believer in starting his son John out early in the
business. So, around the age of
eight, John’s father said, “Let’s go
to work.” So young John, who was
growing up on the family farm
in Browntown, went to work

with his dad. He washed cars,
scrubbed floors, and was sent
across Seventh Street to the ice
plant to get ice for the employees’
drinks. Those were the days, he
said, when people used ice boxes
and big chunks of ice were stored
inside to keep everything cold.
At that time Commerce Ave. was
not a through street and stopped
at Eighth Street, so there wasn’t
much traffic.
When he was older, he fixed
tires and overhauled engines. He
learned to drive on a Willy’s Jeep
at the age of 12, and soon thereafter, when he was 13 or 14, he was
drafted to drive to Winchester to
pick up things for the business.
“Without a driver’s license,” he
now admits.
His father gave him a car when
he was 15. “It was a ‘piece of
junk’ and I had to work on it myself,” John reminisced, adding,
“I liked hot rods but didn’t understand the business end of the

dealership. He wasn’t involved in
that aspect until later. He graduated from Warren County High
School. A football scholarship
paid his way to the University of
Virginia in Charlottesville where
he made captain of the football
team and also majored in finance.
After college, he joined the US
Army, was stationed in Germany,
and came home in 1964.
“I’ve been here ever since
and when I came back, I also
built houses and sold them and
worked here part-time. In 1970,
I bought it from my father. It’s a
funny business, you either love it
or hate it, you can’t be lukewarm,
and I saw that I liked it,” John
says. “And if you have to ask what
makes a person like it, you won’t
understand the answer.”
Marlow’s daughter Emily, who
joined the firm last November as
vice-president and general manager, entered the discussion and
explained, “There’s a different
challenge every day, to think of
a human solution to a business
goal. You have to understand
business and understand people.
Not every business is like that. A
car is a major purchase in most
people’s lives, and to be a part of
that is a treat.”
“I grew up working here, starting at the parts counter in middle
school and cleaning the pit. I’ve
done a little bit of everything,”
she said.
Later on, she left home for college, graduated from the University of Virginia and went on to the
American University Washington College of Law. For the next
seven years, she practiced law in
the Washington, D.C. area. Part
of her practice involved consulting with and training car dealers,
advising on finance practices and
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teaching customer-friendly selling techniques.
During her time away, she also
studied abroad and then decided,
“I didn’t want to live out of a suitcase any more,” she said.
That and her marriage to her
husband Andrew and the birth
of her son Olin brought her back
to settle near family and again to
work with her father at Marlow
Motors.
“I’m very happy to have my
daughter come back, she’s sharp.
I really thought she’d get into
international Law at American
University,” said Marlow.
Emily said, “It’s great to share in
someone’s decision to buy a car
and the other thing is, being a locally-owned business, there’s accountability that goes along with
it, with how you treat people. I
still get excited when I see people
take their car, it’s a big deal.”
John agreed and said, “You get
to see what a big part of their life
it is and are glad to be a part of
it. We’re still selling cars to the
grandchildren and great-grand-

children of our original customers. Here we’re focused on
retaining customers and so we
give them a good ownership experience. We want to make the
ownership cycle a pleasant one,
to see people driving our cars and
smile.”
“I will absolutely stay in this
business. I’m excited and proud
about what my family has done,”
Emily said.
Ending the discussion on a positive note, Marlow said, “Business is good right now, but it’s
been a tough couple of years,
and the manufacturers have gone
through a tough time. The economy is getting better. I can see an
upswing in it and can also see the
auto business getting better.”
The Marlow Motors family business currently has three stores:
the Front Royal location at 707
Commerce Ave; an established
location in Winchester called
Tri-State Nissan; Marlow Ford in
Luray; and they’re in the process
of building a fourth store on 522
North between Front Royal and

Winchester, John said.
Marlow and his wife Joyce have
three daughters besides Emily.
The family has been and remains
active in the community. Marlow
served for a combined 22 years
in several roles. He was mayor
of Front Royal, chairman of the
Warren County Board of Supervisors, was on the Lord Fairfax Planning Commission and
chaired the finance committee at
Shenandoah University. Today,
Mr. Marlow is actively involved
with many charitable organizations in the Shenandoah Valley.
To contact Marlow Motors,
call 540-635-4158 or visit: http://
www.marlowmotor.com or to
read more about the production
and renovating of vehicles for the
WWII effort, visit:
http://www.anythingaboutcars.
com/1940scars.html and http://
www.allpar.com/old/wartime.
html and to see more photos of
Kaiser/Fraser vehicles from the
late 40s/early 50s, visit: http://
oldcarandtruckpictures.com/
Kaiser/
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“And as far at the town appearing partisan, I’m a bit taken aback when you say that you missed a
town council meeting to attend a Republican meeting and are worried that town elections may
appear partisan [in November].” – Shae Parker to Tom Sayre

Kilimanjaro
for a cause
Town

Councilmen square off on November elections
Sayre’s departure from town work session for political meeting scrutinized

A novel approach - a mayor speaks, Councilman Tom
Sayre listens.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
A recent informal initiative introduced by Mayor Tim Darr and
supported by a near majority of
the Front Royal Town Council to
stop its members from using their
public office to proselytize about
whatever non-town issues might
be on their minds seems to have
had an impact, if not on the time
it takes to conduct meetings.
During council’s Feb. 14th
meeting, Tom Sayre reined his
thoughts in toward town business
before launching into a lengthy
description of all the potential
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issues voters might face during November elections. While
Sayre has stated he is “50-50” on
the issue of moving town elections from May to November, the
content of his Feb. 14th Council
Concerns and Inquiries statement seemed a clear repudiation
of the change to November town
elections.
However Sayre’s 5-plus-minute
recitation of both odd and evenyear state, federal, municipal, constitutional office races; potential
constitutional or referendum issues, and even the occasional soil
& water director’s race, raised the
eyebrow of several observers, in-
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Shae Parker was almost as incredulous about Councilman Sayre’s Feb. 28 argument about November
election partisanship, as he was during this January
file photo discussion about who knows what.
cluding the only two councilmen
clearly supporting the November
initiative, and one local, conservative activist also supporting the
move.
Referencing Sayre’s mid-listreading comment that the reason
he left the Feb. 7 council work
session early was to attend the
10th District Republican Committee meeting, Shae Parker
wondered at the consistency of
Sayre’s stance, no matter how
nebulous the councilman has
thus far made it.
Following Sayre’s, “I’m going to

Come
check out
our
awesome
new menu!
Monday Night
Trivia at 8pm

get a little partisan here,” remark
that allowed him to raise the
names of two local Republican
officials Sayre said told him at the
10th District Republican meeting
they didn’t like the switch to November elections, Independent
Parker spoke up.
“I hadn’t planned to say anything, but it seems like a lot of

times we get misinformation
about different things. I don’t
believe this body has ever talked
about odd-year elections,” Parker
began, taking a huge slice out of
Sayre’s recitation of potential issues to confuse town voter beyond their ability to function as
both cognizant U.S. and town
citizens. “We’ve talked about extending the term of our elections
so that they would still come in
even years, which means the only
other things that would be on
the ballot would be those federal
things and any referendums that
may come up.
“And as far at the town appearing partisan, I’m a bit taken aback
when you say that you missed a
town council meeting to attend
a Republican meeting and are
worried that town elections may
appear partisan [in November],”
Parker added. “So I think in some
ways we may have our priorities
a bit confused when we put the
[political] Party before the [elected] office.”
Sayre replied by noting he had
attended the first half hour of the
council work session before bail-
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Kilimanjaro for a Town
cause

Sayre replied that he had left the council work session to attend “a special 10th District [Republican meeting] … and I got to meet a lot of the state [Republican] central committee …”

Tim Ratigan addresses council in this January file
photo.
ing to what he called “a special
10th District, that was a Congressional 10th District of Frank
Wolf, Congressman Frank Wolf;
and I got to meet a lot of the state
[Republican] central committee,”
Sayre countered. “Actually I’m
glad you brought that up Councilman Parker because the very
reason if you move it to November these [Republican] guys did
tell me it would become more
partisan. I’m not saying it’s a bad
thing. I actually wish it wouldn’t
become more partisan,” Sayre
said before being cut off by Mayor Darr.
“Mr. Sayre, we’re not going to
debate that issue – we’re going
to have that on a future work session,” the mayor told Sayre. Later
Tom Conkey said while he would
also like to respond to Sayre’s
comments, he would respect the
mayor’s wish to reserve further
debate of the issue to a future
work session.
Citizen reaction
And while that council work
session discussion has yet to occur, Tim Ratigan, founder of the
“Coalition of Ethical Candidates
for Front Royal Now” chimed in
several days later. Like Parker,
Ratigan was incensed by both
Sayre’s partisanship concerns
and seeming obfuscation of the
November election issue with the
inclusion of odd-year votes that
would never coincide with the
town’s even-year elections.
“If Republicans and Democrats
can join forces and set aside partisan politics and push for the
moving of town elections from
May to November, then is it so
hard to believe that the citizens of

Front Royal can for one day every
two years set aside partisan politics and vote and let their voice be
heard on the non-partisan direction of their town?” Ratigan said
in a press release.
Ratigan then elaborated in detail on the odd versus even-year
elections, as well as Sayre’s apparent lack of faith in the citizens of
Front Royal to think about more
than one thing at a time.
“Councilman Tom Sayre claims
he wants the citizens of Front
Royal to be educated on the is-

sue of moving the town elections
from May to November and yet
he immediately confuses the issue by citing all the elections issues that will be voted on during
the odd years. Funny thing is this
– WE DO NOT HAVE TOWN
ELECTIONS ON ODD YEARS!!!
(emphasis included in RatiganCoalition press release). The
Town of Front Royal has elections during the even years when
the amount of items on the ballot
is reduced to the following:
“every four years, the President
is elected, possibly a senator and
a congressman;
“also included are possible United States constitutional changes,
state constitutional changes and
referendums.
“I am concerned that the council members who are against the
moving of the Town Elections
from May to November do not
have faith in the citizens of Front
Royal. I do have faith in the citizens of Front Royal. I believe that
they will set aside partisan politics
when deciding the course of their
Town. Over the last few months
examples of this have become
apparent. We have set aside partisan politics and come together
over the firing of [Town Man-

ager] Michael Graham. We set
aside partisan politics and came
together to bring this very issue
to the forefront,” Ratigan added.
Utility bill survey coming
All right kids, what do you think?
Don’t forget that the town survey
included in the next utility bill
will include a question on YOUR
preference on this issue, among
other issues facing the town. Fill
it out and return it to town hall
– or as Mr. Sayre and others opposing a move that would almost
assuredly double, if not triple the
town voter turnout fear – can’t
you really do two things at the
same time, like walk and chew
gum OR pay your bill and tell the
town council what you REALLY
think of their ideas?
Another citizen activist, “Save
Our Town” founder Len Sherp,
questioned town officials on Feb.
28th about the availability of the
survey to town renters whose
landlords pay their utility bills
(are there any of those left?).
Town staff replied that copies of
the survey are available for citizens who do not receive utility
bills at both town hall and the
finance office across the street,

as well as on the town website …
so vote, we mean reply, early and
often – we’re sure the seven or
eight or couple hundred supporters of May elections will …
rogerb@warrencountyreport.com
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Town

Drummond announces retirement – ‘It’s just time to relax’
Front Royal’s planning-zoning director to leave post June 1

A few loose ends - Town Planning and Zoning Director Bruce Drummond, here with County Planning Director Taryn Logan during December 2010 full joint
meeting of the town and county boards, hopes to tie
up a some projects on the table before retiring on
June 1.
By Roger Bianchini
Warren County Report
The final week of February the
Town of Front Royal announced
the pending retirement of Director of Planning and Zoning Bruce
Drummond. Drummond was appointed to his current position in
November 2009 after the sudden
resignation of his predecessor,
Andy Conlon, under clouded circumstances.
Drummond’s retirement will
take effect on June 1.
Upon receipt of the town press
release, we immediately called
Drummond to ask for “the story
behind the story” – what dark,
political maneuverings or threats
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had driven him to this sudden decision after only 14 months in his
current position.
However Drummond assured
us there were no such Machia-

vellian maneuverings around
his decision, and that he had always planned to retire as he approached 60 – and that time is
now.
Drummond said he looks forward to a more relaxed lifestyle
with his wife but decided to stay
on until June to help “tie up some
loose ends” on various projects in
the works, among which are the
town and county’s respective role
in establishing Urban Development Areas that the state is mandating for communities to remain
eligible for continued VDOT road
funding. The county is required to
enact UDAs but the town, due to
population and growth statistics,
is not. However the town, which
while an independent municipal
entity is also a part of the county,
is crucial to the county’s fulfillment of the UDA requirements.
Those requirements are designed
to channel new growth into
proximity with existing residential areas with access to central
utilities. Drummond and County
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Planning Director Taryn Logan
have been at the point of those
evolving UDA discussions, along
with their respective planning
commissions, in recent months.
Other things still on the town
planning-zoning table are ongoing issues about street vendors
and the fees they are charged,
as well as an influx of flag signs
advertising businesses, which are
illegal by town code – with the
exception of American and religious flags.
Drummond was initially hired
by the town in December 2006
as the Planner/Zoning Official.

He was promoted to Senior Planner in July of 2008. Drummond’s
contributions to the town include
numerous rezonings and special
use permits, conservation easements, assisting in the planning
of the Leach Run Parkway and
the East/West Connector.
“The staff, employees, mayor,
council, and boards appreciate
the dedication and leadership
that Mr. Drummond has provided during his time with the town
and wish him a long and happy
retirement,” the town press release stated.
(Some info from a release)
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What’s up in Wisconsin?

Virginians rally to support Wisconsin workers

Virginians rallied in the state capital of Richmond, as
did Americans all over the country in their own state
capitals in support of Wisconsin public employees
retaining the right to collectively bargain wage and
benefit standards in the future. - Photos Courtesy
VCU Capitol News Service
By Catherine Leth
Capital News Service
(Managing editor’s note: It may be
the most important domestic story
in the nation since the economic
collapse and banking and corporate
bailout of 2008 – Wisconsin public
workers uniting as one in opposition to a Republican governor and
legislature’s attempt to kill their future right to collectively bargain for
improved living standards. The ban
on future collective bargaining for
Wisconsin public workers is a tag
on to an effort to balance the Wisconsin state budget. So what is going
on in Wisconsin? – is it greedy public employees threatening the economic and public service fabric of
our society or another chapter in a
concerted political effort to weaken
middle and working class America
in favor of ongoing tax breaks to
those who would be not only working America’s bosses, but also their
masters? We publish a package on
the situation, including this Virginia Commonwealth University Capitol News Service report on a rally
in Richmond in support of the Wisconsin workers, as well as national
sports columnist Dave Zirin’s take
on the growing support of the World
Champion Green Bay Packers for
Wisconsin’s public employees.)
RICHMOND – Several hundred
Virginians rallied on the Capitol
lawn Saturday in support of public employees in Wisconsin, who
may lose their collective bargaining
rights under legislation proposed
by that state’s governor, Scott

Walker.
Protesters in Wisconsin and
across the country have blasted
Walker’s attempt to weaken state
employees’ right to unionize and
negotiate pay. Richmond’s rally was
one of many taking place across the
nation.
“The American dream is slipping
away for millions of us, and we’re
here to say enough is enough,” said
Joe Cook of MoveOn.org, a liberal
advocacy group that helped arrange
the Richmond event. “It’s time for
our government to work for us, and
not just corporations and millionaires.”
Speakers said the legislative maneuvers in Wisconsin are part of a
nationwide effort by many politicians to diminish the rights of the
working class. Richard Hatch, president of the Central Virginia Labor
Federation, linked Walker’s actions

to corporate bailouts and the extension of the Bush administration’s
tax cuts for wealthy Americans.
“We’ll be happy to work hard, as
long as you agree to pay us fairly
and treat us well,” Hatch said. “I say
we cannot, should not, and will not
balance the budget off the backs of
the middle class.”
Walker has called his proposal
“modest” and has argued that it’s
a necessary decision to downsize
government during an economic
slump. Virginia Gov. Bob McDonnell announced support for Walker,
noting that leaders sometimes have
to make tough calls.
McDonnell himself has proposed
that Virginia’s public employees
start contributing toward their retirement plans. Susanne Keller, a
state employee, said that proposal
is part of the attack on workers.
“The fact is the under-funding
of the pension system is a result
of the General Assembly spending our pension money on other
things,” Keller said. “This is part of
a national strategy to create resentment and envy among our people
and claim cutting benefits is the
only solution.”
Rabbi Ben Romer of Congregation Or Ami called Walker’s proposal and McDonnell’s pension

plan proposals “moral failures.”
“Those rights are earned; pensions are earned. When you take
that, you steal,” Romer said. “When
you steal from the poor to give to
the rich, when you steal from the
worker to give to the corporate
greed-head, you violate all religious
values.”
Kitty Boitnott, president of the
Virginia Education Association,
stood in solidarity with Wisconsin
workers and spoke out against Virginia’s ban on collective bargaining
for public employees.
“The working conditions of teachers are the learning conditions of
children,” Boitnott said. “Because
we have no collective bargaining,
Virginia, the seventh wealthiest
state in the nation, pays its teachers
$5,351 below the national average.”
Supporters said protests across
the globe are part of one unified
movement. Bill Shafer, a Wisconsin
native and Virginia resident, cited
a sign in Tahrir Square, Egypt, that
read “We support the workers in
Wisconsin.”
One attendee cried out in response, “I was there! I saw it!”
J.R. Tolbert of the Sierra Club
said the labor, environmental and
education communities must join
forces to maintain the middle class.
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He called McDonnell, Virginia Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli and
Walker a “tornado.”
“The only way we’re going to be
able to hold them is for us to lock
arms – for us to get out of our issue
silos,” Tolbert said. “We must fight
back.”
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What’s up in Wisconsin?

Green Bay Packers sound off against Wisconsin governor
The real ‘People’s’ team reacts to threats of violence against state workers

Battles ahead: as the euphoria of the Green Bay
Packers’ Super Bowl victory wore off, Wisconsinites’
thoughts turned to Governor Scott Walker’s confrontation with unions over bargaining rights. Photograph:
EPA/Andrew Gombert
By Dave Zirin
The New Yorker
Less than two weeks ago, the
Green Bay Packers - the only fanowned, non-profit franchise in
major American sports - won the
Super Bowl, bringing the Lombardi Trophy back to Wisconsin. But
now, past and present members of
the “People’s Team” are girding up
for one more fight and this time, it’s
against their own Governor, Scott

Walker.
Walker, after the Super Bowl victory, bathed himself sensuously in
the team’s triumph, declaring at
a public ceremony that February
was now Packers Month. He oozed
praise for the franchise named in
honor of the state’s packing workers. But just days later, the Governor offered cutbacks, contempt,
and even the threat of violence for
actual state workers.
Walker has unveiled plans to

Springfield
Computers
• PC & Mac
• New & Used Sales
• In-Home Repairs
• In-Shop Repairs
510 N. Royal Ave. • Front Royal

540-622-8055

SpringfieldComputers.com

strip all public workers of collective bargaining rights and dramatically slash the wages and health
benefits of every nurse, teacher
and state employee. Then, Walker proclaimed that resistance to
these moves would be met with a
response from the Wisconsin National Guard. – Seriously.
Yes, in advance of any debate over
his proposal, Governor Walker put
the National Guard on alert by saying that the guard is “prepared” for
“whatever the governor, their commander-in-chief, might call for.”
Considering that the state of Wisconsin hasn’t called in the National
Guard since 1886, these bizarre
threats did more than raise eyebrows. They provoked rage.
Robin Eckstein, a former Wisconsin National Guard member,
told the Huffington Post, “Maybe
the new governor doesn’t understand yet - but the National Guard
is not his own personal intimidation force to be mobilized to quash
political dissent. The Guard is to be
used in case of true emergencies
and disasters, to help the people of
Wisconsin, not to bully political opponents.”
Already this week, as many as
100,000 people have marched at
various protests around the state

allowing public sector workers to
have a voice on the job has worked
for the state since the 1930s. It
has created greater consistency
in the relationship between labor
and management and a shared approach to public work. These public
workers are Wisconsin’s champions
every single day and we urge the
Governor and the State Legislature
to not take away their rights.”
The players who signed on don’t
have quite as high a profile as Super Bowl MVP Aaron Rodgers, but
give it time. Rodgers is the Packers

Front Royal’s

Fussell Florist

Commerce Ave. Across from the Front Royal Fire Dept.

Too busy to stop in?
Visit us online 24 hours a day 7 days a week

www.frontroyalsfussellflorist.net
www.fussellflorist.net

635-1334
• 635-4193
202 E. 2nd St.
Front Royal, VA
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SANDBLASTING IN-HOUSE AND ON-SITE
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SANDBLASTING • POWDER COATING • CHEMICAL COATING
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with signs that reflect the current
moment like “If Egypt Can Have
Democracy, Why Can’t Wisconsin?” “We Want Governors Not
Dictators” and the pithy “Hosni
Walker”.
But also intriguing is the intervention from past and present members of the Super Bowl Champs.
Current players Brady Poppinga
and Jason Spitz and former Packers
Curtis Fuller, Chris Jacke, Charles
Jordan, Bob Long and Steve Okoniewski, which said in part, “Wisconsin’s long standing tradition of

Creative Coatings Inc.
116 Success Rd.
Front Royal, VA 22630
Call Today (540) 636-7911
www.coatingsUSA.com

In the heart of Historic Downtown Front Royal
120A East Main Street • 631-7223

YOUR ONE STOP SOURCE FOR:
• Wide Selection of New and Gently Read Books
• Exclusive Shenandoah Valley Retailer of Miche Bags
(new styles arriving regularly)

• Large Selection of Home School and Teacher Supplies and Products
• Unique Gift Items and Souvenirs
• All occasion greeting cards
• Mort Kunstler Prints, Ornaments, Cards and Mugs Available
• Distinctive Virginia Food & Beverage Products

Upcoming Special Events
Friday, March 11 –– 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM
New Market veterinarian and author Bruce Coston will discuss and sign his
book Ask the Animals: A Vet’s Eye View of Pets and the People They Love. This
event will be held at Vino E Formaggio (124 East Main Street) in conjunction
with Vino’s weekly Yappy Hour. A portion of the proceeds from the sale of
books will go to the Warren County Humane Society.

Current Offers & Specials:

• Hardcover and paperback best sellers always 10% off cover price
• Book clubs: Members receive 20% off club’s current selection

Monday - Wednesday 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Thursday - Saturday 10:00 AM - 7:00 PM
Sunday Noon - 5:00 PM

15% off entire purchase with this coupon.
(Excludes art & craft items and gift cards)

cannot be combined with other offers
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union representative in negotiations with the NFL, and on Tuesday
the players union issued their own
statement in support of state workers, writing, “The NFL Players Association will always support efforts
protecting a worker’s right to join a
union and collectively bargain. Today, the NFLPA stands in solidarity
with its organized labor brothers
and sisters in Wisconsin.”
The support of the Packers players
hasn’t been lost on those marching
in the streets. Aisha Robertson, a
public school teacher from Madison, told me, “It’s great to see Packers join the fight against Walker.
Their statement of support shows
they stand with us. It gives us inspiration and courage to go and
fight peacefully for our most basic
rights.”
Walker no doubt envisioned conflict when he rolled out his plan to
roll over the workers of Wisconsin.
But I don’t think he foresaw having

ValleyVibez.com
m

.co
ibez

yV
Valle

The
Shenandoah
Valley’s Largest
Adult Products Store

LIVE STRING BAND
MUSIC FOR ALL
OCCASIONS
Weddings, Birthdays,
Anniversaries,
Serenades,
Special Events

Call John Kovac

635-2534

to go toe-to-toe with the Green Bay
Packers. As we learned in Egypt, envisioning unforeseen consequences
is never an autocrat’s strong suit.
As we’re learning in Wisconsin,
fighting austerity is not an Egyptian
issue or a Middle Eastern issue - it’s
a political reality of the 21st Century world. And as Scott Walker is
learning, messing with cheeseheads
can be hazardous to your political
health.

[Reprinted by permission of the
author. This article initially appeared on the Huffington Post website on Feb. 16. Dave Zirin is the
author of “Bad Sports: How Owners are Ruining the Games we Love”
(Scribner) and just made the new
documentary “Not Just a Game.”
Receive his column every week by
emailing dave@edgeofsports.com.
Contact him at edgeofsports@gmail.
com.]

Goldizen, Riley & Co. Real Estate

What’s up in Wisconsin?
Shenandoah Valley Christian Academy’s

Annual Community Auction

4699 Valley Pike, Stephens City, VA 22655

Saturday, March 12th

4:00 p.m. Silent Auction • 5:00 p.m. Main Auction
Auctioneer: Leon Strosnider
Proceeds Benefit Classroom Needs
Concessions available: hotdogs, fries, pizza, nachos,
turkey salad sandwiches
Childcare Provided
Items donated by: New York Yankees, Baltimore Orioles, Baltimore
Ravens, Washington Capitals, Marriott Ranch Bed & Breakfast, Liberty
University, Country Treasures, Rubbermaid, Front Royal Golf Club,
AutoZone, Flower Center, Aunt B’s, Oliver North, Bearly Believable,
Lantz’s Pharmacy, Luray Caverns, Mike Huckabee, Beth Moore, First
Bank, Northside Lanes, Valley Trader, Casting Crowns, US Foods,
Enrico’s, Nerangis Enterprises, Inc., Buffalo Wild Wings, County Cuts,
Cakes, Jewelry, Gift Baskets, and much more.

Accepting Donations
Contact: Amy Akers, Parents in Action President
aakers@svca.net or (540) 869-4600, ext. 8
Please visit our website at www.svca.net
SVCA is a nonprofit organization

Donahoe’s Florist
Planning your wedding?

Warren County Report
Alison Duvall
Sales Representative

Let Holly help you
make your wedding
beautiful!
Call today for your
consultation.

540-635-2815
1-800-806-5182

250 South Royal Ave
Jean Rudacille, Owner

Cell: (540) 551-2072

alisond@warrencountyreport.com

Pam’s European Skin Care

540-683-1675

Warren County Report
Angie Buterakos
Sales Representative
Cell: (540) 683-9197

angie@warrencountyreport.com

Accused sexual battery suspect attempts jail suicide

Warren County Sheriff ’s Office reports on February 22, at approximately 11:48 p.m. rescue personnel were dispatched to the Warren County Jail in reference to the attempted suicide of an inmate.
The inmate was identified as Jason Eric Brill, 36 years old, with a Linden address at the time of his arrest on February 18. He was being held without bond on two felony warrants for aggravated sexual battery of a minor less than
13 years of age.
According to Sheriff Daniel T. McEathron, a jailor found the inmate hanging from a bed sheet while making
rounds at 11:46 p.m. CPR was immediately performed by jail staff and continued until medical personnel arrived.
Medical personnel treated the inmate on the scene before transporting him to Warren Memorial Hospital. He was
later transferred to the Winchester Medical Center where he was admitted to the intensive care unit. There was
no indication that he would harm himself when the previous jailor made a round at 11:20 p.m. Staff notified Brill’s
family of the incident soon after it occurred.
(From a release)

www.skinbypam.com

Mountain
Fence
We Install Fences Year Round!
Call today
for a FREE
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Why the Packers Back the Protesters
and a half years, have a hundred per
cent injury rate, and will statistically
result in death twenty years earlier
than the typical American male.
But both face someone across the
negotiating table - Governor Walker or NFL Commissioner Roger
Goodell - who questions their right
to exist and their right to organize.

They are reading from the same
neo-liberal playbook, and the only
difference is that Goodell actually
has a college degree and is probably just savvy enough not to take a
prank call supposedly from one of
the Koch brothers. (When I was in
Madison last week, I saw 20, eightyear-olds with a banner that read,

In-Town
Tractor Trailer Parking

• Well-lit lot behind fire hall staffed 24 hours a day
• Just $100 per month
• Only 12 spots left!
These days Packer Captain Charles Woodson is not only raising the Super Bowl
trophy, despite his first-half injury, but also the cause of unions, both the NFL
players and Wisconsin Public Employees.
By Dave Zirin
The New Yorker
After a thirty-year erosion of
power, influence, and numerical
strength, a period of reckoning has
arrived for organized labor, and the
terms of the debate couldn’t be starker. It’s not wages or benefits that are
being negotiated in the twenty-first
century. It’s whether labor unions and the basic protections they bring
- will exist at all.
This can be seen dramatically in
the two most high-profile labor disputes in the country, disputes that
on their face couldn’t seem more
different. There are the public-sector workers of Wisconsin - the
teachers, ambulance drivers, and

TRADE IN Your Old
Outdoor Wood Furnace
2500 off a
For up to $3500
new E-Classic

540-722-8005

Arnette Landscapes, Inc.
Winchester, VA 22603
Stonewall Industrial Park

child-care workers - trying to fend
off Governor Scott Walker’s efforts
to legislate them out of existence.
Then there are the NFL players,
facing an imminent lockout if they
don’t accept massive wage cuts and
a longer season.
It seems almost comical to com-

pare the two: after all, in Wisconsin,
public-sector workers are attempting to defend decent-paying jobs
that they can keep for decades and
then retire with a sense of security.
In the NFL, the Players Association
is attempting to defend lucrative
careers that last on average three

Front Royal Vol. Fire & Rescue Dept.

221 N. Commerce Ave.
635-2540 ext. 1 or 636-7945
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“Scotty is as smart as my potty.”)
Goodell and the NFL owners are
guaranteed network-television and
sponsorship money whether there
are any games this year or not. That’s
why the owners, with nary a dissent,
have announced that they are ready
and willing to lock the doors, even if
it forces the union to decertify and
they lose the season.
But repression creates bizarre bedfellows. And one of the most bizarre, at least superficially, has been

the support for the striking public
workers from the NFL Players Association and the Green Bay Packers.
The Packers won the Super Bowl a
few weeks - and for the state, several
lifetimes - before the explosion in
Wisconsin. Scott Walker, just days
before he threatened to call in the
National Guard on the state’s workers, immediately declared February
“Packers month.” But the Packers
are more than the closest thing the
state has to an official religion. They

What’s up in Wisconsin?

are the only non-profit, fan-owned
team in all of major U.S. professional sports. This is a team with a
hundred and twelve thousand owners. When they won the Super Bowl,
their coach, Mike McCarthy, said,
“We’re a community-owned football
team, so you can see all the fingerprints on our trophy.”
Several players took the Green
Bay ethos to heart and immediately
backed the workers. Current players
Brady Poppinga and Jason Spitz, and
former Packers Curtis Fuller, Chris
Jacke, Charles Jordan, Bob Long,
and Steve Okoniewski said, “We
know that it is teamwork on and
off the field that makes the Packers
and Wisconsin great. As a publicly

owned team we wouldn’t have been
able to win the Super Bowl without
the support of our fans. It is the same
dedication of our public workers every day that makes Wisconsin run….
But now in an unprecedented political attack Governor Walker is trying
to take away their right to have a
voice and bargain at work. The right
to negotiate wages and benefits is a
fundamental underpinning of our

middle class. When workers join together it serves as a check on corporate power and helps ALL workers
by raising community standards.”
Rookie tight end Tom Crabtree
tweeted, “I fully support Wisconsin
unions and I think Gov. Walker is
out of his damn mind.”
None of these players have a particularly high profile. But as the
struggle intensified, the team’s de-
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spare, Kelly blue book valued @
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152 Richmond Road
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Royal, VA 22630
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The political and cheeshead winds have shifted since
this photo was taken of, left to right, Green Bay Mayor James Schmitt, Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker
and President Barack Obama posing with the jersey
of Super Bowl Champion Green Bay captain, union
rep and pro-bowler Charles Woodson.
fensive captain, Charles Woodson,
couldn’t stay silent, as I reported
in the Nation. A former Heisman
trophy winner at the University of
Michigan, NFL defensive player of
the year, and perennial pro-bowler,
Woodson is also the team’s co-captain and union rep. His words landed
in sports pages around the country:
“Thousands of dedicated Wisconsin public workers provide vital services for Wisconsin citizens. They
are the teachers, nurses and child
care workers who take care of us and
our families. These hard working
people are under an unprecedented
attack to take away their basic rights
to have a voice and collectively bargain at work.
“It is an honor for me to play for

the Super Bowl Champion Green
Bay Packers and be a part of the
Green Bay and Wisconsin commu-
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nities. I am also honored as a member of the NFL Players Association
to stand together with working families of Wisconsin and organized labor in their fight against this attempt
to hurt them by targeting unions. I
hope those leading the attack will sit
down with Wisconsin’s public workers and discuss the problems Wisconsin faces, so that together they
can truly move Wisconsin forward,”
Woodson stated.
Immediately, across Web message
boards came the familiar notion that
he should just “shut up and play.” As
one person wrote, “Stay out of it,
Charles. Keep your mouth shut and
do what you do best - just win.” But
as Woodson must realize, and as the
wise, august message-board commenter clearly does not, this isn’t a
moment for any pro football player
to just know his place and shut his
mouth. It’s about solidarity that
both sides desperately need. Two
very different labor forces both are
facing battles for their respective
futures against bosses that see them
as expendable. It’s the 21st Century
fight – from the Governor’s office to

the gridiron.
[Reprinted by permission of the
author. First appeared on “The New
Yorker” website http://nyr.kr/ezJDYi
on March 1. Dave Zirin is the author
of “Bad Sports: How Owners are Ru-

ining the Games we Love” (Scribner)
and just made the new documentary
“Not Just a Game.” Receive his column every week by emailing dave@
edgeofsports.com. Contact him at
edgeofsports@gmail.com.]

FRONT ROYAL GOLF CLUB

Come play the best 9 hole course in the Valley!

Front Royal Golf Club brings back the 4-hour round of golf. It’s a fun and
excellent test of golf you’re sure to enjoy. Conveniently located just off I-66 at
Exit 6, on Country Club Road in the beautiful and historic Shenandoah Valley.
Warren County Residents Discount
Warren County residents receive a 10% discount
on greens and cart fees. Bring your driver’s
license or other proof of residency for discount.
$20.00/18 holes include cart & green fees,
Monday through Thursday after 3:00pm.

(540) 636-9061

www.warrencountyva.net

Daily Sub
Special!!
Ledo’s choice of
Sub, Drink and Fries
ONLY $7.49
+ tax

Front Royal store only.

135 Crooked Run Plaza Front Royal, VA
(540) 635-7400 www.ledopizza.com

Simply Cedar Log Homes • Linden, VA • www.SimplyCedarLogs.com
For more information on beautiful, energyefficient cedar log homes call Simply Cedar
Log Homes at (540) 636-8400 or email us at
simplycedarlogs@aol.com

“Serving The Valley with High-tech
Dentistry and Old-fashioned Service”

Thomas Family Dentistry, PC
General Dentistry

Come See Our
New Office
Beside Denny’s
Rt. 11 North, Strasburg

Dr. Stephen J. Thomas DDS
Dr. Kenneth J. Thomas DDS
NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!

All Phases of Dentistry Including:
• Cleanings And Exams • Invisalign
• Orthodontics • Extractions
• Partials And Dentures • Implants

Patient Friendly Payment
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HOURS:
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Monthly Promotions
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33820 Old Valley Pike (Rt. 11) • Strasburg, VA 22657
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• Student Classroom
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Now Enrolling for Early Spring session
36- hour Classroom
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Literature

Stay in Your Lane: Judge Karen’s Guide to Living Your Best Life

by Judge Karen Mills-Francis
(Front Royal Women’s Resource
Center and Royal Oak Bookshop
donate books to Samuels Public Library that are by or about women.
This book is a recent donation and
is available for checkout.)
In some circles it has been noted
that television programs devoted to

live courtroom dramas tend to be
viewed with a wary eye. It appears
that reactions can range from total
disgust and disbelief as to how people could make a public display of
themselves to an outright comical
response. After reading this book,
these impressions will forever be
altered. Judge Karen Mills-Francis
is a no-nonsense professional who
not only takes her role very seriously, but allows the reader to become
aware of basic life lessons that need
to be firmly established.
Stay in Your Lane is a humbling,
down to earth revelation. Judge Karen takes us on a journey through the
lives of people who could not stay in
their lane, resulting in disappointment, degradation and sometimes,
even death. Yet, in the midst of failure and the depths of despair, she
makes it clear that it is almost never
too late to change your path. The
book is overflowing with guidelines
for a successful life and is peppered
with quotations that are uplifting
as well as spiritually satisfying. You
will be introduced to ‘busybodies’ ( you will learn a new meaning

for this word), abused women and
children, chapters devoted to the
importance of making a good appearance, the unacceptability of
demonstrating disrespect and lessons that can be learned from your
garden. The latter is a chapter that
is extremely poignant.
This is a book for women of all

ages and is especially meaningful for the impressionable youth
of today. It provides a guide which
enables those who are in distress to
attain a purposeful life if they internalize the message and stay the
course. Judge Karen makes it very
clear that there is no shame in taking a wrong turn if, once the mis-

South Street Grille
Open Everyday From 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Specials!!
(Monday - Wednesday 5 p.m. till Close)

• 55 & Over- Dinner Entree (drink included) $6.99
• Kids Eat for $1.00

Children’s Menu 11 & under • Specials cannot be combined
Limit one child per adult w/purchase of a dinner entree

LUNCH SPECIAL
MON - THURS

take is realized and the direction
reversed, traveling the preferred
path ultimately allows you to ‘stay
in your lane’.
– Sheila Lamonzs, Reviewer

Ivy Lodge
Gift Shop
101 Chester Street
Front Royal, VA
(540) 636-1446
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 4 pm

Great Gift Ideas, including:
Books, Pewter, Brass & Pottery
Locally Handcrafted Gift Items
& Much More

Proceeds benefit the Warren Heritage Society

ONLY $4.99 (includes drink)

540-636-6654 • 424-A South Street Front Royal, VA

New location and Open for Business!
Why travel to Winchester?
Front Royal has it ALL!
COMMERCIAL • R ES IDENTIAL
HEATING & AIR AND MOR E

IF IT HEATS OR COOLS YOUR HOME OR
BUSINESS, WE HAVE THE PARTS TO FIX IT!
We will fix it or sell you the parts to fix it!

Open Mon.- Fri. 7-5
Saturday 8 to 1

We have all of your Heating & Air
Conditioning Parts & Equipment, as
well as answers to your Questions...
• HVAC Commercial and Residential
• Commercial Refrigeration
• Kitchen Equipment Repair /
Maintenance
• Duct Fabrication and Supplies
• All your Metal Needs
• Complete Heating and Air
Conditioning Systems

803 B. North Royal Ave. beside the Knotty Pine
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Liason

Town, county liaison agree on roadway expansion
Regular scheduling of full-boards joint liaison meetings explored
By Lorie Showalter
Warren County Report
Liaison committee members
from the Town Council and the
Warren County Board of Supervisors met February 17th at the
town hall to update one another
on several key issues affecting
both boards and to discuss the
possibility of more frequent joint
panels.
Interim Town Manager Steven
Burke presented a map to council with recommended regional
roadway improvements detailing
the designated areas, including
the Warren County corridor and
Front Royal’s arterial system improvements provided by the Virginia Department of Transportation.
VDOT and a private consulting
firm completed an update of the
Front Royal Area Transportation
Study in 2000 which was initiated in response to a joint request
from the town and county. The
study identifies transportation
needs through year 202, including areas within the town limits
and the urbanizing portions of
Warren County immediately surrounding the town.
Burke suggested after both
town and county have prioritized
their projects, Terry Short from
VDOT might be brought in to
discuss the plans with the committee and “we could quite possibly have a joint meeting and
work towards a formal adoption,”
he said.
Chairman Archie Fox said, “I
think we had a meeting on this
about a year ago and talked about
what we hoped to get done but at
the end of the day the funds were
short, but now we found out that
VDOT has $1.4 billion they’ve
been stashing away; maybe some
of this will get done now and
they’ll start turning it loose.”
Burke said, “Induction of this
plan would go a long way in identifying where road improvement
plans should be placed in Warren
County and Front Royal.”
Councilman Tom Conkey stated, “I was just looking through
the packet and I think this is an
excellent idea.” Conkey noted his
concern was with the narrowness

of John Marshall Highway and
was pleased to see that particular
area addressed on the improvement plans. He further stated his
motivation to get this started was
in his own observations on Interstate 66 near Centerville where
massive townhouse development
is causing traffic to come to a
dead stop.
Conkey said, “They’re going to
come anyway, so if you don’t have
roads [to accommodate develop-

ment] you’re in trouble,” adding
that if the infrastructure is in
place, “they can get in here and
get out.”
Top transportation priorities
include the relocation of the intersection at Rockland and Reliance Roads which has seen
growth in traffic from 9,000 vehicles a day in 1995 to an estimated 23,000 to date, improvements
for a three mile stretch of Route
55 East from Front Royal to the

Linden Interchange with I-66, to
a divided four-lane roadway on
John Marshall Highway as well
as providing additional parking
spaces at the County’s two parkn-ride lots on Route 522 and off

Route 55 in Linden.
Not that evil …
Burke said that following the
See LIASON, pg. 32

Enjoy the Benefits of Working with a
Local Mortgage Company
• 100% financing Available
• Government Approved Lender

540-660-1333
540-635-1457
www.cbmmortgage.com
sally@cbmmortgage.com
Royal Plaza Shopping Center

Fresh Kielbasa is Back!!
Try our 2 Fat Butchers mild Sausage
Check out our Fresh Meat Pkg!
Pulled Pork BBQ Sandwich

only $2.99

239 C. South Street
Front Royal, VA 22630

Phone: 540-635-6900
Fax: 540-635-1900

twofatbutchers.com
437-A South Royal Avenue
Front Royal, VA 22630

540-635-9808

www.samsneadrealty.com • Fax: 540-635-7128 • Toll Free: 800-292-3548

Rich & Sally
Spiewak

Licensed by the Virginia State
Corporation Commission, MC-3749

$20 OFF
SERVICE
One coupon per purchase.
Not to be combined with any other offers. Expires 3/31/11

635-7064
203 E. Main St.

www.royaloakcomputers.com

Mountain Mystic
Trading Company

3850 Long Meadow Road • Middletown, VA

Beautiful New England
farm house with magnificent views. Features include living room with bay
window, brick fire place in
REDUCED to country kitchen, beamed
ceilings, hardwood floors
$398,000 throughout, baths with
marble, corian and tile, 14x25 glassed-in (Pella) porch,
Anderson windows, oversized 2 car garage w/opener and
Vermont slate foyer & porch.This 14 acre property is open
pasture land good for horses or mini farm.

MLS#WR6639856 • $475,000

Our Mystique Has Grown!
Offering a wide variety of sterling silver and gemstone jewelry,
chimes, rock and mineral specimens, books, cards, journals, relaxing and meditative music, tapestries, candles, incense, fragrance
and essentials oils, stickers, antique jade carvings, and so many
more one of a kind items!

215 South Street • Front Royal • 635-6318
Open everyday from 10-6, except Sunday from 12-5 and closed on Wednesdays

Read all issues in their entirety FREE on www.WarrenCountyReport.com

EMPLOYMENT

Warren
County Report

Graphic Designer
The Warren County Report is currently searching for a part time graphic designer.
The ideal candidate woud be organized and selfmotivated. Must have experience working with
Adobe Indesign and Adobe Photoshop.
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Jennifer
Hensley
www.jennifersell.net
jennifer_dawn3@yahoo.com

540-551-2232

Join us Saturday, March 5 at Apple
Blossom Mall for the Spring Home
Garden & Energy Expo

P.O. Box 789
Stephens City, VA 22655
540-869-2004

Your full service landscaping company

www.prosperitylandscaping.com

The “Classics” of Country
Music can be found on

If you are interested, please contact
Alison Duvall: (540)551-2072

Paul Speary : (540)683-6376

MyFrontRoyal.com
SPRING EQUINE EXTRAVAGANZA
DISCOVER DISCIPLINES AND BREEDS FROM
AROUND THE WORLD

HOSTED BY:
SKYLINE RIDERS HORSE AND PET 4H CLUB
Come to the Warren County Fairgrounds
& spend the day learning about your favorite breed
or learn a new discipline.

Fairgrounds Rd., Front Royal, VA

April 3, 2011

Rain date ~ April 10, 2011
FREE Admission ~ Festivities start at 10:00 A.M.
1. Mounted Drill Team
2. Hunter
3. Driving Demonstration
4. Trail Riders
5. Pony Pandemonium
6. Gaited Horses:
A. Paso Finos
B. Tennessee Walkers
C. Rocky Mountain Horse
D. Saddleseat
E. Spotted Racking Horse
7. Endurance riding

8. Roping demonstration
9. Freestyle bridleless ride
10. Reining demonstration
11. Mini Pandemonium
12. Therapeutic riding
13. Side Saddle
14. Re-enactors of the Civil war
15. Dressage
16. Western Pleasure
17. Barrel Racing
18. Cowboy Mounted Shooting

Various venders & booths to include: Boarding, training, summer
camps and lessons in the area. Bring a chair, some seating provided.
Food, drinks and bake sale items will be available.
For more information or if you would like to participate, please call:

Debbi Garrett - 540-422-1625
or Aletha Craig - 540-671-0466

Your Hometown Station for over
60 Years is proud to be the
home of all the Country Classics.
Johnny Cash, Reba McEntire, Garth Brooks,
Willie Nelson, Waylon Jennings, Patsy Cline, Alabama,
George Jones, Barbara Mandrell, Tammy Wynette, Mickey
Gilley, Ronnie Milsap, George Strait,
Merle Haggard, Johnny Paycheck, Dolly Parton,
Marty Robbins, Kenny Rogers, The Oak Ridge Boys,
Alan Jackson, Mel Tillis, Tanya Tucker, Eddie Rabbitt, Charlie
Pride, The Judds, Vince Gill, Hank Williams Jr., Conway
Twitty, Randy Travis, Crystal Gayle,
and many more!

The home of the award winning News at Noon and
The Valley Today Programs, the best music, local
news, up-to-date weather with local meteorologist
Kemp Miller, Warren County and
Skyline High School sports…

It’s all right here!!
Serving Front Royal and Warren County since 1948

Page 32 • Warren County Report • Early March, 2011

Read all issues in their entirety FREE on www.WarrenCountyReport.com

To advertise in Warren County Report:
Contact Alison at alisond@warrencountyreport.com • 540-551-2072
or Angie Buterakos at angie@warrencountyreport.com - 540-683-9197
LIASON, from pg. 30
last joint town and county meeting, a mutual interest had been
entertained regarding joint meet-

•
•
•
•
•

ings on a regularly scheduled basis. The town wanted to suggest
either twice a year or quarterly
joint meetings by both bodies,
according to Burke.

DMV Approved Driver Improvemet Clinic
“Better Driving Through Better Training”

DMV/Court Ordered
Volunteer(earn 5=points)
Insurance Rate Reduction
Work
New Drivers

Classes are Saturdays March 5th & 19th from 8-5 at
the Hampton Inn. Cost of the 8 hr class is $65.00.

(540)665-8617

Call 24/7

Stonewall
Jackson
Restaurant
Steak • Seafood • Pasta • Chicken
ABC on
915 N Royal Ave
Front Royal, VA 22630

540-635-1862

Live Bands and Dancing!

Wednesday ~ Open Mic
Fridays ~ DJ & Dance Music
Saturday ~ March 4 ~ Mike Baily
March 5 ~ Wagfoot
March 12 ~ Dixie Breeze
March 19 ~ HoKiss PoKiss
www.Stonewalljacksonrestaurant.com

Great Food ..Lots of Fun!

Purchase 2 dinner entrees and receive
St. Patty’s Day
Specials

$5.00OFF
2nd Entree

with this coupon
excludes alcohol expire 4-15-11

Craig Stickler,Owner/Instructor

Refinance your existing loan from
another financial institution and
we will lower the rate by 1%. NO
REFINANCES within credit union.
Subject to credit approval. This
doesn’t apply to Home Equity,
overdraft line of protection loans,
or credit cards.
Member must provide documentation of current rate from other institution.
Rate subject to change without notice. The floor rate set at 2.99%.
Membership required. Qualifications apply. Federally insured by NCUA.

For more information visit:

www.frontroyalfcu.org

Federally insured by

540-635-7133

230 N Royal Avenue, Front Royal
113 South Street, Front Royal

“Every time we’ve gotten together as two bodies, its helped
us see each others’ problems
better and we’ve come out of
it feeling a little bit closer,” said
Conkey. “It’s a whole lot easier to
throw rocks at somebody not living in your house or sitting in the
next seat in the boat you’re in,” he
analogized.
Conkey indicated both boards
were in the same proverbial boat
and in order to work together and
get to know one another better,
regular meetings would be a good
idea. In doing so, each would realize that even with differing views
they would see that “I’m not that
evil” to which Vice Chairman
Glenn White mumbled, “or ugly!”
creating good-hearted laughter.
In the spirit of the moment
Conkey said, “Clearly there needs
to be an understanding that we
need to get together … just to
get together to party,” he said in
jest, “well that might be fun too,”
indicating a comfortable camaraderie among the five members
present.
“If we did get together bi-annually, if the town is going to
consider this, I’ll make sure our
board takes a look at it. I’ll contact Stanley,” said Fox. County
Administrator Doug Stanley was
not present at Thursday’s meeting.
Rezoning approval, field day
& replacing video equipment
Among other topics discussed
was the status of the McKay property. The Warren County Board
of Supervisors approved the rezoning of that property February
15th at its public hearing. The
property is jointly owned by the
town and county and is located at
the corner of Reliance Road and
Route 522. The nine acre parcel
was rezoned from agricultural to
commercial. Burke told the liaison committee that the county
approved the rezoning and additional information would be provided to each board when it was
available.
A possible field review of municipal operations may be in the
works, meaning that field visits
might be arranged by each board
to better understand the other’s
function. “One idea proposed by
council as a possible joint meeting would be to give each body
an opportunity to either visit in
the field ongoing projects or have
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Jalisco
Authentic Mexican Restaurant

Magic shows and Balloon animals
Presti Entertainment - Home of Joe the Show

March 10th from 6pm-8pm

bring you family, friends and neighbors.
Magic shows every 2nd Thursday each month
Follow us on Facebook

Buy any dinner
and get 1 FREE
child’s meal

Buy any 2
dinners and get 1
FREE appetizer

Not Valid w/any other offer
Exp 3/31/11 1 coupon per table

Not Valid w/any other offer
Exp 3/31/11 1 coupon per table

(value $5.00)

Postal Business Center
122 W. 14th St. • Front Royal, VA

Located next door to
Melting Pot Pizza
Packing • Shipping • Moving boxes •
Mailbox rentals • Notary • FAX • Laminating
• Copies

540-635-7997
540-635-2186 (fax)

We’re Here To Serve
You With Many Business
Services!

BUDGET SELF STORAGE

F

Reliance Woods
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ture uilde
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staff from either body present
projects … basically [in order to]
give each other an understanding
of what services the town provided or give town council an ability
to see what services the county
provided,” said Burke.
Burke explained it might better
enable each board to understand
the challenges the other board
faces daily, that each party might
not be aware of and to observe
issues based on funding or other
day to day operations and projects.
Evidence of the joint issues the
town and county face together,
albeit not a weighty matter, the
“life of our current technology
for airing both board and council meetings is nearing its end”
said Burke. Unfortunately, when
Comcast was contacted for a replacement for some of the failed
equipment, the board learned
that either the models are no
longer made or “simply so highpriced Comcast doesn’t want to
purchase it,” said Burke.
The town is investigating alternative methods of recording
meetings at the county building for transmission to the town
for broadcast. “We only want to
bring it to the attention of both
parties because we’re not sure if
Comcast will be contributing any
funding towards it,” said Burke.
Conkey asked how much the replacement might cost to which
Burke replied, “We’re looking in
the neighborhood of $1,000.”
Conkey mentioned that he understood the need for broadcasting since he often used to watch
the council meetings when traveling and unable to attend.

Liason

Choice home sites
available at drastic price
reductions to savvy
buyers who act quickly.
Build now or later using
our suggested builders
or yours. All lots have
approved perc sites and
are ready to go.

Connie Smallwood
www.reliancewoods.com • 540.551.2162

First Month FREE!
with 1 Month Paid Rent & Security Deposit
With Coupon *Subject to availability

INCREDIBLE PRICES!
540-635-4000 • 800-296-0044
Rt. 619 & Corner of Airport Rd • Front Royal

Now enrolling for our half day Pre-k program
for 2011-2012
Space is limited

WE BUY USED CARS!!!
Ready to sell your nice used vehicle?
Give us a chance to bid on it.
We pay market value.
We are looking for nice, clean cars and trucks.

(540) 635-2156

www.JEChevy.com

For more information please call: The First Baptist Church Theresa C. Nether’s at 540-635-6668

9 Commerce Avenue • Front Royal, VA 22630
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Front Royal-Warren County Chamber of Commerce
CHAMBER SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM
Sponsorship has its privileges! Your
Chamber has sponsorship packages designed with our members’ needs in mind.
Sponsorship opportunities are available
for all members, small or large. Contact
the Chamber at 635-3185 or info@frontroyalchamber.com for more information.
Sponsorships are offered on a first-come,
first-serve basis and are selling fast! Contact us today to reserve your space. Sponsors to date include: T Tech Systems, The
Apple House, Weichert Realtors – Melanie
Hamel, Aire Serv of Bull Run, Northern Virginia Daily, Bowling Green Country Club,
Main Street Daily Grind, Centurylink, Green
Clean w/TLC, Java Media, E. I. DuPont,
Front Royal-Warren County Economic Development Authority, Shenandoah Valley
Golf Club, TV 3 Winchester, Clear Channel
and Warren Memorial Hospital.
SHENANDOAH UNIVERSITY HARRY E.
BYRD SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
Join us for the 3rd Annual Shenandoah
University Harry F. Byrd, Jr. School of
Business, 2011 Business Symposium on
Thursday, March 10th from 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
to be held at Stimpson Auditorium HalpinHarrison Hall Shenandoah University. Designed to inspire and educate attendees
from for-profit and non-profit organizations, this year’s symposium is focused
on how businesses can create a competitive advantage in the new economy.
Hear compelling keynote speakers, attend
breakout sessions and participate in a series of dynamic panel discussions that will
enlighten you to the latest business trends,
challenges and best practices. Registration also includes continental breakfast,
lunch, a reception to facilitate networking
and exhibits by local companies offering a
variety of business focused on goods and
services.
Interactive Sessions Include:
•
The Challenges of Managing Growth
•
The Promise & Perils of Social Networking
•
Taking Social Networking to the Next
Level
•
Developing a Marketing Plan for Any
Budget
•
The ABCs of Effective Non-Profit
Special Events
•
HR on the Horizon
•
Playing the Government Card
•
The Right Amount of Protection
For additional information or to register
visit www.subusiness.org.
LFCC OFFERING “DISNEY’S APPROACH TO PEOPLE MANAGEMENT”
Business professionals wishing to bring a
little Disney magic to their organizations

now have the opportunity. Disney Institute,
the professional development and external
consulting arm of Walt Disney World®,
will present “Disney’s Approach to People
Management” in Middletown on March 22.
Held at Lord Fairfax Community College,
the Disney training will give local professionals insight into the solid business
philosophies rooted in time-tested visions
of Walt Disney. To sign up, call 540-8687021 or go to our website, www.LFCCworkforce.com and click the “Disney” link.
Participants will also be entered into an
opportunity to win an unforgettable 3½ day
Disney Institute program held at the Walt
Disney World® Resort in Florida!
TOWN OF FRONT ROYAL
The Town of Front Royal, Virginia, proposes to increase property tax levies.
1. Assessment decrease: Total assessed
value of real property, including additional
assessments due to new construction or
improvements to property, has decreased
from last year’s total assessed value of
real property by 27.10 percent.
2. Increased Rate Necessary to Offset
Decreased Assessment: The tax rate
which would levy the same amount of real
estate tax as last year, when multiplied by
the new total assessed value of real estate
with the exclusions mentions above, would
be $0.09 per $100 of assessed value.
This rate will be known as the “increased
tax rate”.
3. Effective Rate Increase: The Town of
Front Royal, Virginia, proposes to adopt
a tax rate of $0.11 per $100 of assessed
value. The difference between the increased tax rate necessary to achieve
the same amount of revenue in light of
the decreased assessment and the new
proposed rate is $0.02 per $100, or 22.22
percent. This difference will be known as
the “effective tax rate increase”. Individual
property tax rates may, however, increase
at a percentage greater than or less than
the above percentage.
4. Proposed Total Budget Increase:
Based on the proposed real property tax
rate and changes in other revenues, the
total Budget of the Town of Front Royal,
Virginia, will exceed last year’s Budget by
_____ percent.
AN ORDINANCE to amend and re-enact
Front Royal Town Code Section 75-44, imposing this new real property tax rate and
changing the rate on personal property
from $0.60 per $100 of assessed value
to $0.67 per $100 of assessed value will
be considered at the Public Hearing held
on this increase. A PUBLIC HEARING on
Monday, March 14, 2011 at 7:00 P.M. in
the Warren County Government Center’s
Board Meeting Room, to consider adoption of the aforesaid Ordinance imposing
the new tax rates. All Citizens of the Town

of Front Royal, Virginia, are invited to attend said Hearing and share their views on
the said Ordinance.
MEMBER NEWS
Blue Ridge Housing Network is hosting
a free VHDA Homeownership Education
Class on March12, 2011 from 10:00am
– 4:00pm in Winchester. This program
is designed to take the mystery out of the
home buying process and help first-time
homebuyers prepare to make the important choices related to homeownership.
We will go over Personal Finances, Credit
Reports, Role of the Lender, Working with
your Real Estate Agent, Home Inspections
and Closing you Mortgage Loan.
Skyline Insurance Agency is sponsoring
it’s 3rd annual benefit concert with all proceeds going to the Warren Coalition’s College Access Network Scholarships. Featuring, Cartoon Johnny, a two time National
Harmony Sweepstakes Finalist, ACappella
group, the benefit will be held at Warren
County High School on Friday March 18th
at 7 pm. Tickets are $10 and are available
at the following locations: CBM Mortgage,
Clear Title & Escrow, AirServe, Marlow
Motors, Main St. Book Company, and Skyline Insurance Agency. Check out Cartoon
Johnny online at: www.cartoonjohnny.
com Come out for a great night of clean
entertainment that benefits the students of
Warren County.
The Front Royal Golf Club will hold their
Icebreaker 2-Man Tournament on March
26th, 9 a.m. shotgun start. Entry fee is
$20, which includes food and an opportunity for prizes. Fore more information call
540-636-9061.
Winter is almost over and Spring is teasing us! Dream of an exotic summer vacation by joining Around Your Kitchen and
Michelle Miller of Panache Catering for a
Taste of Vietnam (March 13) and/or a Taste
of India (March 27) Cooking Class! On Friday, March 18, Sonja Ruth will be hosting
a Tastefully Simple Party from 6:00 - 8:00
in the store. Enjoy wine tastings paired
with prepared Tastefully Simple mixes!
All proceeds from sales of the Tastefully
Simple mixes that evening will benefit Harmony Place, a non-profit organization that
provides emergency shelter to women and
children as well as crisis intervention and
supportive counseling. Around Your Kitchen consistently stocks new items to enhance your cooking, eating, drinking or gift
giving! Stop in regularly to see what’s new
and don’t forget the Bake Shoppe! Follow
them on FACEBOOK to find out what the
Cupcake flavor and Cake-Pop flavor is for
the week. Stop in for a taste. Pick some
up for your office, a birthday or just for fun!
Special orders are available so be sure to
pick up a Menu ! Around Your Kitchen,
126 East Main Street, Historic Front Royal

phone: 540.635.5971 website: www.
aroundyourkitchen.com email: aroundyourkitchen@live.com Open WednesdaySaturday: 11:00 - 7:00 and Sunday: 12:00
- 5:00
On April 7, Ms. Virginia, Caitlin Uze, will be
visiting with the students at Warren County
Middle School. Caitlin is a 22 year-old
graduate of James Madison University finishing in the top 10 in 2008 and was also
Miss Apple Blossom in the 2009 Festival.
The Warren County Middle School PTO
would love to welcome Caitlin with true
southern-style hospitality and hope that local businesses will join with them in doing
so. They wish to offer Ms. Virginia and her
manager gift baskets filled with local goodies which have been donated from merchants here in the area. Item donations
can be dropped off by April 3 at Around
Your Kitchen, 126 E. Main Street, at any
time Wednesday through Saturday 11 to 7
or Sunday 11 to 5. If you have questions
or need more information, please contact
Holly Goode, WCMS PTO President at
wcmspto@gmail.com.
The First Annual All District Arts Festival is
a free family event featuring chorus band
and theatrical performances as well as
fine arts displays from students that attend
each of Warren County’s public schools.
Food and beverages will be available for
purchase. This event is being held at Skyline High School on March 26th, 2011 from
9am until 4pm. Admission is free and it is
open to the general public. The Arts (music, theatre and fine arts) are an important
part of our children’s education. This event
will give our students an opportunity to
showcase and promote their out-standing
talents. Warren County Public Schools
serve Front Royal, VA and surrounding areas. Their motto is the Trek to Excellence
Takes Everyone. This is an event not to
me missed. Come join them and bring the
entire family. For more information contact:
Janet Myers at jmyers@wcps.k12.va.us.
It’s the United Way DAY OF CARING once
again on Friday, April 15, 2011 from 8:00
a.m. to 4 p.m. and volunteers are needed.
Nearly 20 local families and non-profit
agencies will benefit from this day-long
event which is totally accomplished by volunteers. People from all walks of life will
join together to spend the day working to
clean, maintain, build, repair, beautify and
otherwise help with needed improvement
projects. Join a team, come alone or bring
your own team. Volunteer for the whole
day or for just an hour. If you have a pickup please bring it. Contact 635-3636 or
info@frontroyalunitedway.org for details.
Chamber of Commerce Special - Host a
qualified lia sophia home show during a
week night in March or April and get $100
FREE jewelry in addition to the fabulous
hostess benefits! Check out my website
www.liasophia.com/marleanring or like my

page on facebook Lia Sophia with Marlean
Ring, Independent Advisor.
It’s the United Way DAY OF CARING once
again on Friday, April 15, 2011 from 8:00
a.m. to 4 p.m. and volunteers are needed.
Nearly 20 local families and non-profit
agencies will benefit from this day-long
event which is totally accomplished by volunteers. People from all walks of life will
join together to spend the day working to
clean, maintain, build, repair, beautify and
otherwise help with needed improvement
projects. Join a team, come alone or bring
your own team. Volunteer for the whole
day or for just an hour. If you have a pickup please bring it. Contact 635-3636 or
info@frontroyalunitedway.org for details.
Buracker Construction LLC is offering a
5% discount for all Chamber Members on
their Bentonville Vacation Rental. If you’ve
got out of town guests or business associates that need a place to stay this home
gives them a great place to relax and enjoy the area. For more information, go to
www.buracker-construction.com and click
on the Vacation Rental Tab.
Americana Signs’ Special: a pair of Magnetic Signs for $54.00, usually $62.50.
(Extra charge for complicated graphics or
logo) Call (540) 622-2060 or come by 119
Chester Street, FR.
The United Way is now looking for nominations from the Elizabeth B. Sherman
“Spirit of the Community” Award. Nominees for this award should represent the
ideal of public service that Dr. Sherman
embodied. Selection should be made by
considering the individual’s volunteer service in Front Royal and/or Warren County.
The successful candidate will have a history of supporting the community through
any and all means possible. The award
will be presented at the Annual Dinner in
April. Nominations may be made by contacting the United Way at 540-636-3636 or
info@frontroyalunitedway.org. Deadline
for nominations is March 1st.
The Front Royal Town Council is accepting
resumes or applications from citizens who
are interested in serving on the Planning
Commission & the Economic
TOWN OF FRONT ROYAL
Monday, March 14th, 7 p.m. at the Government Center
Monday, March 28th, 7 p.m. at the Government Center

COUNTY OF WARREN
Tuesday, March 1st, 9 a.m. at the Government Center
Tuesday, March 15th, 7 p.m. at the Government Center
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Ask Stewart
Dear Stewart,
I am trying to teach my children
about trees. Can you recommend
any good programs or books?
Marianne, in Berryville
Hi Marianne,

Ask
Stewart

Teaching children early on about
trees and how they interact with the
world around them will help nurture
a life-long appreciation of the natural world. We squirrels start teaching our kids at birth about trees. But
I understand that humans, what with
being born in hospitals and all, may
not be exposed to outdoor nature for
months after birth. But remember
even infants, weather permitting
and properly supervised, can find
light flickering through tree leaves

fascinating. That plus a hug from you
at that moment will really give them
a positive natural and emotional experience of trees.
The children’s section of the Arbor Day Foundation website has
some great resources--divided into
younger and older children--for parents and teachers, if you really want
to get active learning outdoors. Also
watch the papers for tree-related activities in the spring, such as Trees
are Cool, sponsored and prepared
by the FR/WC Tree Stewards. This
activity-based celebration includes
educational (and fun!) games for
pre-teens.
Samuels Public Library, or perhaps
Handley Regional if you’re in Berryville, has some great materials to
help stimulate a young mind. One
excellent selection that is an introduction to basic tree biology, struc-

ture, and identification is Tell Me,
Tree: All About Trees for Kids by
Gail Gibbons. It is attractively illustrated, has some fun activities in the
back--like, leaf presses and bark rubbings--and some interesting facts.
The oldest tree on record is a bristlecone pine on Mt Wheeler, Nevada. It
was 4,900 years old when cut down.
Imagine counting those tree rings!
If you have an older child who is
trying to look cool and might get impatient with Mom’s nature talks, try
Wildfire by Taylor Morrison. This
book is for the kid who’d rather be
out riding wild broncos. It discusses
and illustrates the awesome spectacle of controlled and uncontrolled
forest fires, when they are a boon to
the ecosystem and when they are disasters. Samuels and Handley offer
reciprocal borrowing privileges.
Finally, the most effective “pro-

Humane Society of Warren County

gram” for teaching your children,
Marianne, may be just getting outdoors with them, talking with them,
pointing out what you find interesting. They probably will too. And a
hug from you at that moment won’t
hurt either--even if they are trying
to look cool.
Stewartt

•••

The Front Royal/Warren County Tree
Steward program began in 1997 with
volunteers dedicated to improving the
health of trees by providing educational programs, tree planting and care
demonstrations, and tree maintenance
throughout the community. The group
now consists of over 30 active members
with several interns working toward becoming certified tree stewards from our
annual “All About Trees Class”. Each
month Stewart will answer a question
from our readers. Please forward it to
“Stewart” in care of frwctreestewards@
comcast.net and we may publish it in a
future issue. Please visit our website at
www.treesfrontroyal.org.

Monday thru Sunday 10 am to 4 pm- Closed Wednesdays • 1245 Progress Drive, Front Royal, VA • 540-635-4734 • humanesocietywc@gmail.com

Please ask about our low cost spay and neuter program. Please be sure your pets at home are spayed/neutered
and up to date on vaccinations. Check out our other adoptable pets on

www.warrenco.petfinder.com

540 635-4734

Ivy is a female Beagle/JRT mix.
She is about 1 year old and is good
with other dogs.

Christian’s ad sponsored by:

All Creatures
Pet Care
24/7

636-3456

petsit4u@shentel.net

Jasmine and Aurora are female
Rottweiler/Terrier mixes. They
are 7 months old and love to play
together and with other puppies.

Holly’s ad sponsored by:

Wanda Snead
Property Management
Serving the area for 16 years
Sam Snead Realty
540-635-9753
SamSneadRealty.com

Gunther is a male Shepherd mix.
He was found as a stray and is
about 8 years old. He’s neutered,
housetrained, and good with other
animals.

Chucky is a 4 month old Chow/
Norwegian Elkhound mix. He
was surrendered with his siblings,
Max and Winnie.

Miss Kitka’s ad sponsored by:

Snickerdoodle’s ad sponsored by:

226 E. 7th St.
Front Royal

Martins Foods
409 South St.
Front Royal
540-635-2249

Parkers
Automotive &
Towing

“We Count On Our Tows!”

If you are interested in adopting one of our dogs, the adoption fee is $145 and includes the spay/neuter, vaccinations, microchip, flea/tick treatment and deworming. Thank you for your support of the
Humane Society. With your help we have been able to place thousands of animals in good homes. Contact Alison @ 540-551-2072 if you would like to become a pet sponsor too!

Read all issues in their entirety FREE on www.WarrenCountyReport.com
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To advertise in Warren County Report:
Contact Alison at alisond@warrencountyreport.com • 540-551-2072
or Angie Buterakos at angie@warrencountyreport.com - 540-683-9197
Friday, March 4, 2011
Forecast for 22630 (53° | 35°)
11am - 12pm Samuels Public Library, Front Royal. Today is “Time
for Baby”. This is a 30-minute nursery rhyme program for babies and
their parents. It is designed to develop pre-reading skills, socialization skills, speech and motor coordination.
1:30pm - 2:30pm Education Committee. Chamber Office.
2pm - 5pm Vino E Formaggio
Wine Tasting. 124 E. Main Street.
Always Free, Always Fun! www.
vinoeformaggio.com (540) 6352812.
Saturday, March 5, 2011
Forecast for 22630 (60° | 48°)
8am - 4pm Warren County Fair
Flea Market. Warren County Fairgrounds. For more information:
(540) 635-5827 http://www.warrencountyfair.com/15.html.
2pm - 3pm Library Event. Samuels
Public Library, Front Royal. Teen
Creative Writing Club for ages 12
and up. Please sign up.
Sunday, March 6, 2011
Forecast for 22630 (52° | 30°)
8am - 4pm Warren County Fair
Flea Market. Warren County Fairgrounds. For more information:
(540) 635-5827 http://www.warrencountyfair.com/15.html.
Monday, March 7, 2011
7pm - 8pm Work Session. Town
Hall, 16 N. Royal Avenue, Front
Royal. Tonight is the Town Council’s Informal Work Session. It is
held in the 2nd floor Town Hall
Conference Room. For a copy
of the agenda please contact the
Clerk of Council at (540) 635-8007
or check the Town of Front Royal
Website at www.frontroyalva.com.
Public is invited.
Tuesday, March 8, 2011
12:30pm - 1pm Tourism Tuesdays.
95.3 - the River radio station. Hear
the latest tourism related news and
events every Tuesday at 12:30!
If you can’t listen live check out

the podcasts at http://www.theriver953online.com.
4:30pm - 5:30pm Library Event.
Samuels Public Library, Front Royal. Today Joe the Show presents
“Introducing Basic Magic”, a howto class for aspiring young magicians. For ages 8 and up. Sign up
is required.
7pm - 7pm BAR Meeting. County
of Warren Government Center
Front Royal.
Wednesday, March 9, 2011
10am - 11am Samuels Public Library, Front Royal. Today is Toddler Story Time. Theme is: Lions
and Lambs.
11am - 12pm Samuels Public Library, Front Royal. Today is Preschool Story Time. Theme is: Lions
and Lambs.
3:30pm - 5pm Chamber Board
Meeting. Chamber Office.
Thursday, March 10, 2011
10am - 11am Samuels Public Library, Front Royal. Today is Toddler Story Time. Theme is: Lions
and Lambs.
11am - 12pm Samuels Public Library, Front Royal. Today is Preschool Story Time. Theme is: Lions
and Lambs.
4:30pm - 5:30pm Samuels Public
Library, Front Royal. Today is Big
Kids Story Time. Theme is: Hero
Pets.
Saturday, March 12, 2011
8am - 4pm Warren County Fair
Flea Market. Warren County Fairgrounds. For more information:
(540) 635-5827 http://www.warrencountyfair.com/15.html.
2pm - 3pm Library Event Samuels
Public Library, Front Royal. Knitting Club for ages 9 and up. Please
sign up.
Sunday, March 13, 2011
Daylight Saving Time Begins
8am - 4pm Warren County Fair
Flea Market. Warren County Fairgrounds. For more information:
(540) 635-5827 http://www.warrencountyfair.com/15.html.

Monday, March 14, 2011
7pm - 8pm Council Meeting. County of Warren Government Center.
Tuesday, March 15, 2011
12:30pm - 1pm Tourism Tuesdays.
95.3 - the River radio station. Hear
the latest tourism related news and
events every Tuesday at 12:30!
If you can’t listen live check out
the podcasts at http://www.theriver953online.com.
4:30pm - 5:30pm Library Event.
Samuels Public Library, Front Royal. Today Joe the Show presents
“Introducing Basic Magic”, a howto class for aspiring young magicians. For ages 8 and up. Sign up
is required.
Wednesday, March 16, 2011
10am - 11am Samuels Public Library, Front Royal. Today is Toddler Story Time. Theme is: St.
Patrick’s Day.
11am - 12pm Samuels Public Library, Front Royal. Today is Preschool Story Time. Theme is: St.
Patrick’s Day.
7pm - 8pm Planning Commission
Meeting. County of Warren Government Center.
Thursday, March 17, 2011
St. Patrick’s Day
10am - 11am Samuels Public Library, Front Royal. Today is Toddler Story Time. Theme is: St.
Patrick’s Day.

FrVaToday.com
Flea Market. Warren County Fairgrounds. For more information:
(540) 635-5827 http://www.warrencountyfair.com/15.html.
2pm - 3pm Library Event. Samuels Public Library, Front Royal.
Manga Meet Up. Come in to discuss Manga favorites, showcase
collectibles and meet others with
your interests. For ages 10 and up.
Please sign up.
6pm - 10pm Ladies Night Out.
American Legion, 22 W. 8th Street,
Front Royal. “Ladies’ Night Out” is
sponsored by “Friends For a Cure”
Relay for Life Team. Admission to
the event is $5.00/Donation. Ladies 18 years and older will enjoy
a night of fun, shopping, music,
games, 50/50 raffles, prizes and
anything else the night might bring.
Lots of vendors in attendance.
Door prizes given throughout the
night. You must be present to win!!!
Food/drinks available for purchase
throughout the night.
7pm - 11pm Casino Royale.
Shenandoah Valley Golf Club,
Front Royal. Tonight is the Warren
Memorial Hospital Foundation’s
18th Annual Casino Royale. General Admission is $75.00/person
or $125.00/couple. Admission includes hors d’oeuvres buffet, beer,
wine, soft drinks and $10,000 in Casino Cash as well as raffle opportunities for a variety of prizes and
more. Games include blackjack,
Texas Hold ‘Em, craps, roulette
and the ever-popular horse races.
A Texas Hold ‘Em Poker Tournament will be held during the event.
Enter in advance for $15.00 with

your general admission, space is
limited. Proceeds benefit the Warren Memorial Hospital Foundation,
a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization
serving the community by assisting Warren Memorial Hospital in its
efforts to improve health, enhance
services and save lives. Contact
Jenny Grooms, WMH Foundation
Director at (540) 636-0363 or jgrooms@valleyhealth.com to purchase tickets or for more information.
Sunday, March 20, 2011
8am - 4pm Warren County Fair
Flea Market. Warren County Fairgrounds. For more information:
(540) 635-5827 http://www.warrencountyfair.com/15.html.

We are having
a Blood Drive!
Friday, March
18th 2pm-7pm
Call

540.636.3400

to schedule appointment

485 South St.

11am - 12pm Samuels Public Library, Front Royal. Today is Preschool Story Time. Theme is: St.
Patrick’ Day.
4:30pm - 5:30pm Samuels Public Library, Front Royal. Today is
Big Kids Story Time. Theme is: St.
Patrick’s Day.
5pm - 8pm Third Thursday ArtWalk.
Downtown Front Royal.
6:30pm - 7:30pm Library Event.
Samuels Public Library, Front Royal. Enjoy Irish Step Dancing by the
Old Soft Shoe Irish Dancers.

2011

FREE ADULT EDUCATION /GED CLASS

WARREN COUNTY

Blue Ridge Technical Center and Samuels Public Library
FREE Official GED Practice Test
at Lord Fairfax Community College

March 5 & April 2

Walk-ins Welcome on Space Available Basis

Call to Register!

Must be 18 or older to participate/Northern Shenandoah Valley Adult Education

Saturday, March 19, 2011
8am - 4pm Warren County Fair

667-9744 or 800-435-5945
www.needmyged.org
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65 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

65 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

THE OLDEST CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP DEALERSHIP

SERVICING WARREN CO. PAGE CO. FREDERICK CO. & THE WINCHESTER AREA
“The Works”
Package

$49.95+ Tax
Includes:
•
Oil & Filter Change

up to 5 quarts of motor oil

•
•
•

Tire Rotation & Balance
Replace Wiper Blades
23-Point Inspection

Plus any applicable tax, shop supplies and environmental fees.
One coupon per visit. Coupon must be present prior to service write-up.
Offer ends January 31,2011. Not valid in conjunction with any other coupons or in-store specials.
Good only at MARLOW MOTER COMPANY.

Buy one Oil & Filter change, for $29.95
And Get the Next 3 For
FREE!!!
Oil change coupons expire 24 months from the date of the original lube, oil & filter purchase at participating Chrysler Group LLC dealers only. (Up to 5 quarts only. Additional charges may be applied for HEMI® and fluid disposal.)
Service Contract Essential Care oil change offer is made by the dealer, who is solely responsible for it. Plan offered
on 1995 & newer to current year vehicles (excluding Crossfire, Viper, Prowler, Diesels, SRT10® and all other vehicles
that require synthetic or semi-synthetic oils.) Competetive makes also apply.

Expires March 31, 2011

Expires March 31, 2011

The Top 2 Fuel Savers:

Fuel $aver Service Specials

• Checking Tire Pressure
• Replacing the Air Filter

39.95

$
• Increases Tire Life
up to 30%
• Improves Fuel
Economy
• Reduces the
chance of Tire
Failure by up to
50%

+ Tax

• Improves Braking
and Handling
• Reduces Running
Tire Temperature
• Reduces Wheel
Corrosion
• Maintains Proper
Tire Pressure

Plu s

DETAIL SPECIAL
Reg. $149.99
$
+ Tax

99.95

• Hand Wash & Wax Exterior
• Vacuum & Shampoo Interior
• Clean & Protect Leather
(If equipped)
• Clean Engine • Clean Trunk
• Treat All Exterior Trim

(MOST CARS, VANS & TRUCKS SLIGHTLY HIGHER)

Expires March 31, 2011

PARTS & SERVICE

Based on retail of price. Not to exceed 10% off
total parts and labor. Excludes retail parts, tires,
collision/body shop parts and service.
See service advisor for details.
Plus any applicable tax, shop supplies and environmental fees.
One coupon per visit. Coupon must be present prior to service write-up.
Offer ends January 31,2011. Not valid in conjunction with any other coupons or in-store specials.
Good only at MARLOW MOTER COMPANY.

Expires March 31, 2011

FREE

NITRO FILL AUTO CLUB MEMBERSHIP
• 24 Hr. Emergency
Towing
• 24 Hr. Emergency
Road Service
• 24 Hr. Emergency
Delivery
• 24 Hr. Emergency
Battery Service

Expires March 31, 2011

$100
off
ANY

• Lost Key & Lockout Service
• Theft and Hit &
Run Protection
• Trip Routing
Service
• Trip Interruption
Reimbursement

NEW

COMPLIMENTARY

23-POINT INSPECTION
and get 15% OFF
Recommendations

(Within 30 Days Of Report)
Plus any applicable tax, shop supplies and environmental fees.
One coupon per visit. Coupon must be present prior to service write-up.
Offer ends January 31,2011. Not valid in conjunction with any other coupons or in-store specials.
Good only at MARLOW MOTER COMPANY.

Expires March 31, 2011

FLUID SERVICE SPECIAL

EXTENDED SERVICE HOURS:

Monday thru Friday: 7:00 am ‘til 7pm
Saturday: 8am ‘til 5pm

We’re Here When You Need Us!
WE SERVICE ALL MAKES AND MODELS!

Buy 1 BG Fluid Flush at Regular

Price and get 50% OFF
the Second

Includes: Brake, Transmission, Power Steering,
Coolant, Differentials, and Transfer Case Service.
Ask Your Service Advisor about the BG Protection Plan.

Plus any applicable tax, shop supplies and environmental fees.
One coupon per visit. Coupon must be present prior to service write-up.
Offer ends January 31,2011. Not valid in conjunction with any other coupons or in-store specials.
Good only at MARLOW MOTER COMPANY.

Expires March 31, 2011

2007 Chrysler
Crossfire Limited

2005 Chevrolet
Colorado
154,192 Miles
#A904B

15,884 Miles
#11GJ54N

WOW! ONLY

WOW! ONLY

$5,990

$14,990
2009 Ford
Focus SE

2007 Nissan Xterra
4WD S

37,479 Miles
#A938A

46,991 Miles
#A918A

WOW! ONLY

$13,990

WOW! ONLY

$19,880

